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NEWS OF THE CITY. * 

$75,000 FIRE HI THE 
G. H, GRIMM PUNT 


ibis hydrant were innlnt^inorl f,r 
three Mura nr un average piv-s^uri* uf 
from To in $<i pounds urul thin could 
hure b<HMi Irvcrviwied It more wuler hml 
boon available* Ttm engine and pumpy. 
worked without a skip. 

At rirat ilus fin* wax ronfln^d to th* 

V y»\ I act of the building. hut lut* r] 


Blaze Started Near Oil Barrel 
und S|>rend Rapidly. 


A gas mask* 


MANY NARROW ESCAPES 

Fir*, which without doubt originated 
trfor the furnace, spreading to a bar 
rcl of oil In the ba^ment, go lied the 
upper Hoof and MUc of thy a H, 
Grimm com pirn y’s plant on Vino streri 
Saturday morning, damaging a large 
quantity uf finished print ut u. itntple 
syrup and augur making utensils, be* 
widen much raw material and vaiuu 
bio machinery and Incidentally fur* 
nishlng ooe of the moat spectacular 
fires in rears, The west end of rim 
two and a half story wooden structure 
was actually in flames when the Arc 
men from Station No. I arrived and 
almost immediately lho whole upper 
section of I ho building was a roaring 
furnace* 

All the employe* were at their 
benches and numerous narrow escapes 
wore recited After tho flumes were 
brought under control, four hours after 
the first alarm which was sent In at 
On o'clock, Pome of the men fool 
shly returned for their coats and din- 
her paili and In one or two instances 
they were forced to escape from the 
heat and smoke by way of windows. 
In bt least one Instance the Clothing 
warn by the employes was burned or 
scorched. 

Chief of the Fire Department A. A 
Courcelle waa overcome by smoke and 
gases arising from the chemkaia used 
In the working of tin and he was re* 
moved to bis home on South Main 
street. He was almost Entirely re¬ 
covered y es terday, his lungs having 
cleared wltlT^the attention of physl 
clans who were summoned to |he fire. 

The loss, which is estimated at up* 
proxlmately $75,000, Is covered by in¬ 
surance and it was announced yesler* 
day thtt*fhe concern would make im 
mediate plans for rebuilding the plant 
and ah effort will be made to get out 
some of the finished goods*whletf were 
only partially damaged at once. 

Discovered by Employe. 

The fire wne first (IlfnivrM by an 
■•tnployr b > the name of MllUr. who 
"itsl Into the basemen i for ihv pur 
pose of drawing some oh tie called 
lor a 9 * tuts nee and un effort wn* made 
h* eitinauthli the blatc With shreie of 
tin, hut thl> wet* found lo Imj turtle 
•md ihi* m«*n in th*- h.*setu* r *1 hud J t 
lu/e to gti out when Uie ilnnud biirM 
through Inin the upper floor 

Tli** Hr* men and apparatus 
Hfatlon No, 1 responded to a Mb' 
Phone alarm and a second nlimn w as 
nut In from box 53 linmodiatrly aft*-,* 
the find apparatus anlw;d Seven 
sirenm* of water were ngvtl on Mo 
hhitc, iho streams from tho hvdrntu- 
Ming vrr> weak and Ifirffectnr ■ .=u* 
ed by ihc water y,* hu<- Mibb 

H»* prevailed or ihe iom mvinil 
ks. The new triple Fomblnmii-r 
Vm»Tlcan* 1^1 France truck w.*u» given 
its first tryout and tbr marhing work 
ed wnnderfuHy. Three at reams from 


which ho wa* wearing i Upped from 









the flames spread towards the ea>t 
and Into Ihn office parf of Urn building 
An effort was made to get out kome r*f 
the files ami papers In the office and 
It was during this operation that Chief 
Coupee Ho wan Injured. 

* 

his race while he wan hi the midst of 
ihe smoko-filled room and he wg* 
nearly overcome, Tho department hfte 
teen in need of practical smoke masks H 
for a long lim«. 

Tin Roof Buckle* Under H**t, 
The*hrat was graafftst In the attl*- I 
Cf the building which Is used for gen. !* 
1 enil storage. It was Impossible tn j:h I 
a at roam Igto thU part of the building I 
i^eept from the bottom and Oils had 
imin effect until the center portion 
raved into the second floor. The 
fin roof performed nil sorts of stunts 
under the exceasiv* heat. It puffed 

out, buckled and then flunk rapidly 
when the streams of cold water struck 
ihe hoi'Uiftt&l, 

The fire occurring an it did in the 
morning, thousand* were attracted to 
the scene and It was necessary to es¬ 
tablish fire Hues, this being in charge 
of the police who stretched ropes which 
ki'Pt the crowd out of the way of the 
firemen. Many photographs were 
taken during th** day and one moving 
picture map was on the Job and the 
picture will he shown at on# of the 
theaters today. 

The fire was finally hrmightAinder 
control at 1 o'clock. Although water 
*a* poured into the building untU 3* 
ti clock. The south belt cars were I 
furred to &li*penri during the blase. 

J . . 

NEWS Of fBE CIT Y. 

Fire Cvuses Damage 

of About $2000 





EARLY MORNING 
FIRE DESTROYS 
THRALL BLOCK 


Adjoining Buildings 

‘Gutted by , Blanc 

Which Drives Women 

and Children- to Street 

and Causes Fire Loss 

of $75,000. 

* 

Many Tenants Lose Every* 
thing But Scant Clothing 
Worn in Hurried Escape, 


Fire du;Jog which thf damage incur* 
red approached the vicinity of $2000. 
broke out yesterday aftemon about 
2 o’clock at the home of N- D 
Oatlguv on F.lm atreei. The cause of 
Mie Are la not deflntttly* known/but 
it la believed to hav* been caused 

by crossed eleclHe wires. 

Tho Rutland fire department were 
Oral notified by telephone and re* 
sponded In outek lime, hut H looked 
at Oral tin though the houfe would* be 
tpUJly destroyed, hut an alarm was 
sounded from box 14 and the lire 
truck from Button 1. was quickly, on 
the scene. Two of the Hues .of hose 
wirt stnlng from the hydrant if ihfl 
comer of Elm and Wlltlama street, 
ir.d one line- from the hydrant at 
L rt^fiV'and Burfiham avartoe and thn 
HfJdent work on the part or the dm 
men / prevented * considerable mdre 
damns®. ' .. i a 

A number of tho furulahlncu of tbv 

ItouM wor* remored. Mr. OaUfUT ft 
side* downstair* ud the upper tm4 
ni*nt la occupied St ilia family bl 
Joseph Rcnaud 'Fhe Icaaea Incurred 
by both Mr. R*nau4 and Mr. Outlcwr 
er^ rovered by Inauraoce.' . 


A Iwo-atorm firit wltifli s.larl 
«‘<i a few mi iuiLi-.v l>i»for«; 2 
o’clock tJti-f morning dcalnjycil 
the Thrall block at ll and 1 ) 
Grove blrcct and gulled tho 
adjoining Frank I Tn block, driv- 
ing ubouL 25 bcantily clad |ter- 
abfia into tint street und on tail¬ 
ing a property daniugc rough¬ 
ly estimated nl upwards of 
$75,000, much of which will 
Itrobably lac covered by insur¬ 
ance. 

The fUmcK were dlncoicred lit the 
Allen restaurant occupying the llm 
floor of the Thrall building by offi¬ 
cer Buil Murphy who rang In an alarm 
from Box 1U at thu comer of ICdnoa 
amj West streets and lurnod his at* 
tentlon to arousing the occupants or 
the upper etude* of Uie buildingt 
threatened, 

Save Child rep. 

On the second joor of tho Thrall 
block, dlroctfwabovehhe Aamcs, were 
Miss Stella Hitt hor sjutoda 

three ehlldre^/^fCfi^whom she wm 
caring wiiile lh<dr»Other waa In the 
hospital. The persona a ore 

awakened by the smoke and when dis¬ 
co vered by returner* were taken acroea 
the street to the Salvation Army 
homo. Tho family lost everything but 
the few clothes they were able to 
snatch a* they were taken from the 
burning building. t 

Mrs, uitidjft HcHtiVuc, ali*o *i t* naut 
j on Ihr aecofid tlonr of I he Thrall build 
mg. wiih .Miaa Mudtdlnu Sieelr, nmfh 1 
Hielr oacapo clad imly In klmotioa 
Mr und Mrs. I .a roc. and two year old 
it ana liter, Hit a. in their nlghf doilies 
und with only a coal thrown about 
l hem were got Ten our of the Thru 11 
block h nd hurried in the HuLvnihm 
Army fiuarEere, / 

SpectacuUr Rescue. 

From Iho Thrall building one of the 
moiM spurtueuiar rescue* wa*» made In 
getting out lbf‘ family of Mr and Mrs, 
Charlcrt Alexander und tlvr children, 
who barely made tbnlr exit before tho 
flames were working Into tho room 
they oerupled i Mr*. Olive Aldrich 
wus rencuej front u room un ilic .-ijtme 
floor. 

Mr. and Mrs, ICdw^rd Graves, un 
elderly couple, nearly overcome by 
hUH'ke. were carried out of tho Frank 
Ht\ block it few minutes before thu 
flumes reached them 

IHfl|P__ 


Mr. and .\fra, ,1 J, P ITennlnn butcb ! 
got out of tho Franklin block before | 
the tlumcK leached their YpiarterK, A. 
Barton of this city and Uedtleld Free* 
tor of Fair llavcu were occupants who 
Und narrow escapes In setting out of 
the burning building* 

Business Losers. 

Tho buslucsB oceupauin of thu 
Thrall block were Uio Alloa refluu- 
raTnt, recently purchased by Ucorgn 
K. Ladiibouche, and the While Market, 
recently purchasd by A, L. Hu eh and 
and Hon, The latter concern also con* 
ducts a bakery business. Tbo reatau* 
rant was totally wrecked and tho 
IJachiDd establishment Buffered about 
the aame fate. 

Tho buwtuesrf conducted on tho first 
floor of tho Franklin block waa that 
of H. Hueberg, shoe dealer. The lut* 
teFs place wmj drenched. 

The block to the north of the Thrall 
building, owped by M. J. Foley, and 
occupied toy him as a laundry, wats 
damaged by water and amoke. A 
greater part of the laundry equipment 
was removed. 

- lllLlc 






l OF THE CITY. 



Flames Cause 1 Considerable 
Damage to ToiVill Riant 
on West Street. 



For the second time tnside of 4' 
bourn fbc Hut land fire department wai 
called out la-^t night at 2:35 to ftghl 
fire with the mercury, a\ if dcgreei 
below u* ra, the .blare being lA the dry 
room on the second floor of the black 
I smith shop of the 8. Terrill estat« 
on WeM street, near the corner ol 
Wales. 

For a few minutes the rituattofl 
. looked eairottialj serious owing to 
(tho fact that the shop stands but a 
tow fret away from the big wheal- 
t right I-Jitnblishmeiit opermtod by thi* 
Terrill Vincent, and 1* also in one ol 
the worrt locations In the touslnesn 
pert Ion for a ftro to get under head 
way owing to the proxmlty of many 
woodert siructuroa. 

Within five minutes from the Um« 
the a I unn mounded the department 
had alt streams of water on the tolax* 
, nnd within a few mlnut m the flam ox 
were under control* 

Discovered By Thomas McMIrrn. 
Tlie blare was dlecovcred by Thom- 
fli Me Ml tin, manager of the grocery 
depanpieut of the Combination Cash 
f store. Who notified Officer T* C* Canty 
iind the latter sounded an flarm from 
box 43 at the corner of Weat ood Ed- 
son streets. Aa there bad not been 
any Urn on the second floor of the 
biifldlm: for some time previous to 
the discovery of the blaxe, the theory 
b| advanced that elec trip wires may 
have been the cause. 

Building Erected 60 Years Ago* 
Yhe building, a two-story wooden 
structure, was built about $G year* 
ago. The loss will probably exceed 
13(00. The ooncem carries Insur* 
ani Sr. , ^ 

i NppiVdallng the quIcV response and 
raild work ol the department, despite 
thi. f.irt that many of the men had 
been on duty continuously for over 
30 Iioujrs tn a 10 lo 20 below xero tern- 
pemture* W. S, Terrill, manager, of 
ihH r^Ubllahment, prpvlded tonch for 
ihd firemen at suGon No* 1 after the 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING. JUNE 2. 1920. 


NEWS OF THE CITY 


MU'S Lift SNUfFED 
OUT IS HE ENTERS 


RerlflH'l Proctor of Fair Haven 
DiaroffarrlH Warning and Ik 
lioat Trying Nnvo Effects. 

• •*- "***■ • * 

THRALL BLOCK BURNS 


Most of I lot TconoU of l)io 
Prove* Street MniMing \V«*r«* 




Minle HonieleKo li\ 7 Fire 


Unheeding the »«rnIr«sc of the fire 

men attendant upon iho fl r e | n |h*> 
('. Thrall block on fliovi- Mr*«t 
• H 1 1 > .WHUnla, tuorriltu, iVdiHld 
Proelnr of Fair ||n'»n. entered ih*j 
turning structure anil, in ionae'iuMi* ♦ # 
bud h!» life. perMirtuttl) from huffo** 
lion 

No body recalls bn * lux aei»n Pro* tor 
rffulrf; Ihf building unit ll wa* i,-#r 
Known that he had lout hi* life until 
it rrund 5 o'clock, which hr* after the 
fire hud been brought tinder control, 
when firemen who were working ilolr 
Way Into the upstair* kitchen through 
Min dense smoko by menus Of k liuan 
stumbled over bln dend body. 

The unfortunsitft man’* Imd^aa* l> 
Ing on Its back, I he hnndn anti legs be- 
lug drawn up an If In Agony and ll I 
believed I he man wkh overcotii** by 
smoke and fell Ilia hands, lownr 
limbs and one Hide were.badly burned. 

Proctor was among the* first to bo 
Informed of (be Ore autl piarttally clad 
be made hU why w|!h the many other 
tenants of tho block Into tho street. 
I^ater be made a trip Info the build¬ 
ing, but wan forced out by the smoke 
and beat. HU return Into tho build¬ 
ing w*a seen try firemen who reported 
the fact to Chief John P. Reedy. Chief 
Reedy warned the man not to again 
make any attempt to get clothing or 


An Instigation of the cause of the 
lire wifi be slatted at once and It H I 
understood, that Ma>or James C. Dunn 
and t'ommlsaloner <if Public Rafet? i 
I’^red C. Roberts ha>e already Truncat¬ 
ed the presence of Heputy Fire Mar- 1 
s*hal Preble who will arrive today. I 
Chief Reedy U of the opinion that the 
Arc started In th** rear of Buchand's 
meat marker, where hla non conducts r 
n bakery. Officer Murphy, who dlacor* 
«*red the Mare, said he first »a* H In ' 
th e restaurant _ 

The estlmatod loser* are. George 
1 adahouche. proprietor of restaurant. 
No 15 Orme street. Thrall block, 
flftOO, with no Insurance; A L. 
Hatband A Son. meat market and bak¬ 
ery. Thrall block. 12000, with about 
$ 1 000 Insurance; 8. Hneherg Art? floor, 
Franklio block, cellar badly drenched 
with water and some damage to stock, I 
by smoke. 

The laundry of M. .1 Foie?, located 
in his own.block at IT Grove *tre«M, 
also suffered to some degree t»y smoke 
ami water He wns. however, abb* po 
conduct hU business without much in 
convenience. 

The Thrall block built about 15 
years ago si an expenm* estimated at 
IGOOO dollars. It la practically ruined : 
and to rebiijbl h three atory brlek 
block would probably coat abinit I 

Although the owner of the burned | 
block and the proprietors of the store* I 
sustained heavy losses, the ones who] 
really lost the most were the tenant*. | 
In most every Instance everything th*y | 
could call their own was lost In addi¬ 
tion to all this, they were made home- 
lews and without funds with which to 
rehabilitate their homes. 

Considerable praise I* Juatly due 
Capt. and Mrs. Tripp for all they did 
In making the situation of the routed 
tenants as agreeable a* possible. 
Shelter was given them all at the Sal¬ 
vation Army headquarters which Is 
almost directly opposite tb« scene of 
the Arc and garments and food furn 
Ishod to those who were In need. 

The flap fit in announces that “a tag 
day** for the benefit of the people made 
homeless will ha held In the city Rat- 
urday. Otrl* from the high school wilt 
visit all parts of the rltv to solicit 
funds for the cause. 

Captain Tripp said It would Ukc; a 
largo *um to give tho people h atari 
and he wished that Attv person who 
had any old furniture to snare would 
Inform him and the Army officers 
would be glad to call for It. 


monfiy on 
name llm 
to remain 
lea rued tb 


attempt to 
ill of the bull 
C be 'Jnstfue 
i^utsf'de. It t 
mi all tenam 


building and ml tho 
Instructed the firemen 
then having been 
tenants were safe. 


/// 


It la understood that Proctor. 1 who 
was wetj VnoWn throughout this ace- 
(Ion of tbo stale as a chumploti chock 
er player, spoke about a sum of money 
which he had left behind. He, with¬ 
out lining seep liy the flH*men. ugaln 
started up the stairway and ho had 
evidently gained the kitchen- In the 
rear of the block when ho was over- 
f>f> fT*n M4 wgfi found between two] 
windows which opened onto the alldy 
In the rear and It Is poaallila he rcalU 
ed hlsulntiter and was attempting to 
make for safety wheu unconsciousness 
overtook him 


Fire Damages House 
on Williams Street 

IV- broke out yesterday / afternoon 
tfcxr 1 oVUk tt In the roof of the 
AtfUfig hou>e of Q. H. Warren at 35 
street, the Are department 
% m Ootitted by telephone and was 
•i \U *ct .ft in <& f^k time. An alarm 
v w rung fw box 14, located at 

tM Corner Church and William* 

•ti*eu. io>uhk h the motor truck from 
*Udea 2 responded. A lino of hoso 
and after some diligent 
the fire w; a extinguished. 

Htg damage b/ Are was mostly con- 
tcwl to the roc;, but the houae was 
^lAfxsb^y damaged by water and 
and tb losa will probably be 
»^at $400. While the cause of the 
** b aot d finitely ‘known, It la be- 
fcvud that it was caused by some elec- 
^ The house Is owned by 

tVau Crifty of the Plttsford road 
*** b Per tilly covered by Insui 


Insurance. 
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NEWS OF THE CITY. 

NEW FlNElN FIGHT 
FIRE IN ICE HOUSE 


Quickly Extinguish Bhizc in 
Building Owned by 
Rutlnnd R. R. . 


Fire destroyed the roof and cupolas 
nod partly gutted th»* aides of the til ^ * 
be house owned hv the Rutland rail 
road, and located or* the company * 
property just north of the River street | 
bridge, yesterday afternoon, a general! 
alorm rounded Junt before t 

o’clock both from the city alarm ay.* 
trm and the railroad private alarm 
!»>Mem The damage will ho upprox l 
Imntelv fl.vm and la covered r»y in 
{ sura net 

The tmltding wa* packed alm<»t to I 
th« roof with b*e and this was partly 1 
melted tn tho extreme h* at. hut the 
|rc was not totally destroyed and will 
be regacked at oner and the building | 
repaired. ‘ 

Fir© Soon Under Control. 

This ysaS the first Are of any size 
which has occurred since the r cor Kan 
1/aMon of the regular men of the d** f 
pMitment ottd It was handled w ith j 
t-klll and without excitement The I 
men. although green at th. hiislneaa, 
went at the tire under orders, did t 
whm they wore told, and aa a reaitlt 
"Ithin lf» minutes after tb*j alarm waa 
sounded the bla/.e was under control, | 
vvjth three atrearna of water on the 
Are, 

The location of the huildlnsr. a I 
wooden structure about ?»A by KO feet 
Iti dimensions. Is such lltu* It whs 
bard for the firemen to string hose, 
hut the streams were plavlng on the 
Are in a very few inlnuteu after the 
first alarm. 

Caught From Engine Spark. 

In all probability the firo raugh* 
from the "park of an engine entering 
the cupola of the building, two cupolas 
f !*eing located on the roof urtd opening 
on Ui tho top of the ice beds, which 
wen) covered with hay. dr*, as tinder. 

A telephone alarm was sent in to Sta¬ 
tion No. 1, and the truck and firemen 
answered, but soon lifter the railroad s 
alarm was sounded and then an alarm 
w as .turned In from He* 5T 
Two streams were strung from the , 
hydrant located under the River | 

street bridge and these sivm extin¬ 
guished the firo lu the Interior, whllo 
another stream hiring by Station No 
- from the four way hydrant at the 
corner of Strongs avenue and Madison 
street furnished a little more water, 
hut because of the length of the pipe 
line the pressure was very poor, 
hardly glvtn? the firefiien a chance to 
reach the roof from the protind. 


INSURANCE ADJUSTERS ARRIVE. 

Work Begins Today on Apprats’.ug 
Bardwell Hotel Fire Damage, 
Though nol expected lo re well the 
city until the Inst of the week, firs Jr** 
suranc# adjuster** arrived 1st* ynMer* 
day and will probably hegln the work 
today of MppraiHfiig the losa on Mm 
Hard wall hotel which was burned ear- 
l> Sunday morning, 

The continued cold weather of yrx- 
ferday ami Iasi night h?»s prhr^tcv. d 
the Ice catitle appearance of Um in¬ 
terior of the botal and yaaterday 
many lutertor photographs were made 
of the office. 


NEWS OF THE CITY. 

STRENUOUS DAYSrau 
CUTS FINE LIBBIES 


Accidents and Low Tempera¬ 
tures Put Several Men 
Off Duty for Time. 


The laet few da.ys have been stren¬ 
uous ones for the member* of the 
fire department and the beginning of 
ih* year found several of the fire lad¬ 
dies ‘hip for repairs.** The condition 
of P K. Blanchard of Post st.m t. who 
was Injured at the Hotel Bardweil fire 
when be fell from the top of a lad 
der which slipped on an icy skylight., 
was serious yesterday, although not 
changed materially from the day be¬ 
fore. At the Are In the Terrill shops 
Monda) High! First Assistant Engi¬ 
neer John P. Reedv was stricken with 
n chill and forced to leave the fire, 
- but uot un»il the blaxe was well uu* 
dcr control. 

A 9erien ot small accidents, par- 
lially caused by the ex.rente cold 
weather which the firemen weTe forc¬ 
ed to endure, has considerably lessen- 

♦ d the fighting rorce of the depart¬ 
ment. Second AshiMaru Engineer a 
A. Courcelle, who was threatened with 
a severe cold as h result of getting 
net with the temperalurn ^i 2U h- 
low zero, xvflj; able to Ur at the si a 
Mon continually but in bad shape. 

The only accident of any nreount 
was that at the Bntclwcl) fire Sun¬ 
day afternoon when Fireman Blanch¬ 
ard fell from the ladder. The physi¬ 
cian* believe that his legs mttat have 
slipped through the rouude of the lad¬ 
der and were thus broken In the fall. 
At the same fire Capt. Reedy wag 
slightly Injured when one hnud wag 
bruised and hie back strained. 

Struck by Falling Hose. 

When tho firemen were hanging 
hose in the; tower after the Bard well 
fire one of the ice-coated lengths of 
hose broke the rope sustaining It and 
when it fell two call firemen. James 
Cocklin and Nelson A. Maleiem, were 
knocked senseless for a short time, 
being hit with the heavy tuMMi of ice. 

I he on thr» hose supply of »hc 
department has been a *u»vrre one and 
^aterdav over £560 feet nar strung 
In the tower drying f««t n* the 
.-team bested room could thaw it out, 
while nearly JOfin feet of hose us^d 
at ih* Terrill fire lay in the back yard 
at the station waiting for a place in 
the drying tower.* There was enough 
hose, however, to flP the truck at Sta 
tion No. t, the *agou at Station No. 
2 and the auxiliary wagon at Station 
No. 1 Som^ of the firaf hose strung 
in the tower will be reaqy to be roli- 

♦ il up today and the hose which froze 
after the fire Monday night will be 
given a place in the drying tower. 

The firemen wpre recalled lo the 
Terrill shop a» 2-30 o’clock yesrorda 
morning, fire having broken out a rain 
r^ar one cf the big chimneys leading 
from the blorkamfth *ho,/a on the flm 
foor. With the aid of chemical* and 
so hour* work, the men from Station 
No. 1 were able to subdue the fire 
without the aid of another stream. 

George McOtdrk of West atreet. h 
calf fireman, has beep eeriounlT lit for 
ihe bat few day* -icd he hrtv been 
rttnr.ved to the hoviitnJ. Fireman 
WHifcd Courcrilc. w hose hip and back 
vvejf severely injured in lbe Bard w ell 
fire, when he slipped while bolding 
hose, was ahlp to return m Station 
No. l jeaterday all hough hufferln’4 
frem his Injuries 
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», f, TABLE MFG, CO, 
SUFFERSSZOOII FIB! 

Early Diacovcry of tho Blazo 
Prevents Destruction of 
Entire Plnnt. 
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"uSSiS.p,«i FIBEDAMAGES SHOP 

' • 




Quick response by the Rutland Are 
department saved the plant of the New 
England Table Mt nufacturlng com- 
p4njr on Baiter street from deatruc- 
tlon by Are at C.3»’ o'clock last oven- 
in* A* It was. th« west end of the 
building. which w h used ns a dry 
kilu 4 vraa badly aoo; hed. andAhe dam* 
ear to the buildtj: nud lla contents 
"111 approximate 6-000. 

The Are was dl>- overed by Robert 
Mack, a fireman nt station No. 1, who 
nan returning fron hi* homa In Cen¬ 
ter Rutland by wn of the track. Sta¬ 
tion \ was comtr iinicated with by 
telephone, and a * ream of hose war* 
attach* d to the hydrant near (he Lin¬ 
coln Iron works 

Station 2 Responds. 

An alarm from ‘<ox 18. located at 
the corner of Baxter and Stale strort*. 
was sounded and Station 2 respond¬ 
ed Two other str<*nms ware put on 
the building und the flro was soon ex¬ 
tinguished. There was a considerable 
quantity of wood t-havlngs in the west 
end of the building nnd although they 
"ere stacked against the walls and 
protected by he.svy boards, thay 
caught Ore and called a dense volume 
of smoke. 

Chief John T. Reedy when asked 
the cause of the Are said that be be- 
Hexed It was an overheated stove 
pipe, although It >vaa stated to him 
that there had b-*en no Are in the 
Urge stove near where the blaze ap- 
Part'd, since 4 o\lock 4 yesterday uf- 
teraoon. j 

The managers of the company are 
of the oplp/on tha tho flro was caua- 
cd by a defective flue In the bottom 6f 
a Urge chimney located In that part 
of the building. 

Large Crov 1 Assembles. 
Because of the 1 'cation of the build¬ 
ing. which Is dost to the Lincoln Iron 
works and tho 7 aibor-Llp«o^l Manu¬ 
facturing company n crowd o\400 to 
WO #*o;>ie was on the scene within a 
few minutes after tho fcoundlng of tho 
alarm. The butldl ig Is owned by tho 
estate of the late H. F. Noyes. The 
New England T hlc Manufacturing 
company has oc* upled Its present 
quarters since July 1 and rasnnfae- 
furors all kinds ef high grade tables 
and cahlrs Sxnf* d Eld)bice Is prc*. 
Ident and 8. J. IcFarland Is serriv 
i tary and treasurer of tho concert 


1 

Quick response by motor trucks 
from Fire Stations No. 1 und No. 2 
tf an alurm rung In from Box 62. lo- 
c tied at the corner of Cleveland and 
Fark avenues. )a*t evening abdut 7.20 
o'clock, probably saved tho banning 
Manufacturing company plant from 
being seriously damaged by^re. As 
| t was. the concern will probably suf¬ 
fer a loss of several hundred dollars. 

The fire, according to the firemen, 
broke out near the furnace in tho base¬ 
ment of tho building and burned tip 
through a partition to the wood shop 
on the Cleveland avenue aide. Al¬ 
though quickly under control thejiro 
caused dense smoke to pour forth 
' from the windows and doom of Chs 
building. A line of hose was strung 
from the hydrknt at the corner of 
Cleveland and Pafk uVenues. There 
was quite a little damage Incurred by 
water and smoke. 

The release was sounded about an 
hour after the alarm. 

✓ o /7$~v> 


END DESTROYS AUTO 


^Overheated Oil Tank Cause of 
Blaze in Welding Works on 
West St.; Loss $6000. 
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Bakery Has 2 Fires 

Inside of 2 Hours 


Appiwviitly Due to Separate 
fauses. Total Damage 

About SiOOO. 



BADLY CUT 

III AUTO COLLISION 

% 

Ford, Rnshing Call Firemen 
to Fire, Strikes Hudaon 
on ^lerchanta Row. 



Mrs. CarmlQf* Marro of No. 61 Howo 
street war thrown from a Ford auto- 
I mobile, own«*d and driven by her hue- 
i band. w‘hen It struck a Hudson car. be. 
longing to a resident of Claremont. N. 
H. directly In front pf the Brown ft 
Oarrett store on Merchants row early 
Saturday evening Mrs. Marro was 
badly lacerated about the face by the 
broken c1«>* in the windshield, and It 
wa« nec»*5s«r\ to take several stltchc* 
In her fn«*e £he whh ink*-* to the of 
flee of Dr. J J. Cairoll. whnrc her In¬ 
juries were treated. 

According to witnesses, tbe Marro 
car wne going ot a fast rale of speed. 
The driver failed lo stop his machine 
at the corner of West street at the 
e’cnal of Traffic Policeman Bert Mur- 
rbv. 

Carrying Firemen to Flra. \ 

In the car with him besides his wife 
"ere two call firemen, Jaraca Du¬ 
ra oche] and Box a) Rondeau. They were 
yolnn to the fire on Jackson avenue, 
the alarm from Box 3$ having Just 
Mown and Marro gives that ns his r^a- 
ron for his speed. The Hudson car 
had be*n traxMlin? northerly on Mer¬ 
chants row nnd wen Just about to turn 
nround when the crash came, the Ford 
car rmmmtnr the nxlo of the Hudson 
machine The Marro car was badly 
damaged. 

The occupants of both cars were 
taken to the Police station where they 
were questioned by n lef of Pollen | 
Hyland and City Grand Juror Dorsey, 
Further Hearing Today. 
According to witnesses the. Marro I 
machine wat^nn the left bond aide of 
tbe road when the accident occurred. 
Officer Murphy said he believed the 
car was going 75 miles an hour when 
It passed him at the Intersection of 
Merchant* row and West *«reet. 

Because of the condition of Mrs. 
Marpo. Marro and th* others connect* 
ed with the accident • were permitted 
• A go to thetr homes over Sunday. 
They agreed to report at Pity court 
this morning at 0:30 o'clock, who* 
they will he further nuesMot 


Fire, which originated In tho explo¬ 
sion of an overheated tank of oil used 
In tempering stool, ulmoat totally de¬ 
stroyed the building on West street 
used by the Rutland Spring and Weld¬ 
ing company, shortly before noon yes¬ 
terday, Except for tho prompt and 
efficient work of the Arc department 
and the timely ringing In of the alarm 
other structures in the vicinity would 
doubtless have been damaged un 
flames enveloped the building within 
I a minute after the explosion. 

An effort on the part of employes 
j to move out the Moon automobile 
, owned by George Ilyan of Hits city 
nearly result*-*! In an accidental burn¬ 
ing The automobile was destroyed 
by the lire and the building was gut¬ 
ted 

• The loss Is estimated at between 
$6000 and | 70 uo, partly covered by In¬ 
surance. The loss on the Ryan auto¬ 
mobile. which figured In an accident 
on the Creek road two weeks ago, Is 
estimated at $2500 and this Is fully 
covered by Insurance. The building 
Is owned by Harry Holmes and Is al 
most fully insured. Tho building, a 
story and a half wooden structure 
was damaged to extent of about $300u 
Partially Insured. 

The atork. tools and fixtures of the | 
Rutland Spring and Welding company f 
wa« ostlmated to be valued at $6000 I 
with only about DO per cent Insurance. 

The explosion was heard by. a num- I 
ber of persons In tbe vicinity at the 
time and an alarm was turned In frorg^ 
Box 43 at the comer of West tfnd 
Edaon streets, but within a minute 
after the explosion, the entlro Interior 
ot the building wee a mass ot flames. 
Both the flro trucks answered and 
within a very short time had three 
streams on the blase, with one or two 
other lines atrung for the protection 
of other buildings should the Are 
spread. 

The feet that the Miller Auto Bales 
company’* garage, which adjoint the 
burned building woe of concrete con¬ 
struction. Is probably the one thing , 
which stopped the Are going further. 
The blase from the two wooden 
copolas on tbe Holmes building 
•wept against the concrote walla of the 
garage without doing damage. 



Th«* Rutland fire department w** 
called to the residence and bakery 
ef N P. Hommtno. 17 Meadow *trw#-t. 
I* ice within two hours on Huturda* 
A# a result of the Area, the building 
*as damaged to the extent of about 
f 1000. 

The cause of the second blaxe Is a 
' ‘rstery to local fire offh ials The 
theory la that it was caused by the 
c*-rhe*Ung of the baking oven, loc.t- 
ed In the rear of .the building Th> 
lp * department answered a telephone 
<a;i about 1.30 o'clock and the motor 
truck from station No. 1 responded and 
eitJogulshed a chimney Are. 

Shortly after 3 o'clock on alarm 
»u rung in from Box 54. located at 
Meadow and School* streets Both 
®«*or trucks answered the alarm 
They arrived In quick time and thus 
►svrd the building from totaJ deatnjr- 
i!T Q as the fire had a pretty good atari 
Tt* amoke could be seen from Mer 
Manta row and attracted much alien- 1 

Ir* Wwml hu *<lr*d people racing to 
h* tone of tbe conflagration. 

'LL“ n ~*»»*ry lo string (w„ Un.. 

r fr T " > " t «« 

*• th - from HcYiool and 

TW.t ttrv^ta, thla U.« hjdr.nl tJ- 

*4iT hundr * l<, luu.i. 

* corning from u»e 

bu,Min «* ,h * 
IZ T "*' «”■»">! I-., than i 

l.r ‘ " r ,h * hoi*., caa.ln. the w«. 
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*ii not an . f, T second fire 
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Chimney Fire Causes 
Slight Smoke Damage 
in Verder Building 

Fire true) s from Stutlons No. 1 and 
No. 2 were called by sn alarm from 
Box 43 shonly after 6 o*clock Sstur-1 
day mornln ; for a chimney fire In th<K 
VenJer blo« k at the corner of Grove 
and West streets. 

The stock* of the Murray Printing 
company oti the second floor and the 
Riggs shoe repairing store ou the 
ground floor and the household goods 
of a tenant on tho second floor worts 
slightly damaged by smoke. 

The Are was caused by a defective 
chimney and started near the ground 
floor behind a partition next to tho 
chimney Quick work of the fire de¬ 
partment in chopping through the 
walls to get nt the Are probably pre¬ 
vented loss of hovrral thousand dol¬ 
lar!. 

The building, which la constructed 
of wood, has bec-u standing on the cor¬ 
ner for many years. It was purchased 
ubuut a year ago by tho Marble Bav- 1 
Inga bank and. R la understood, u mod¬ 
ern bank building li to bo erected un 
the spot within a few years. 
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SEWS OP THE CITY. 

FIRE’ LOSS $ 15 ,» 

IN HARDWARE BLAZE 

% * . 

Big Damage Through Smoke 
and Water to Billinga & 

Davi*’ Stock. 


Confnfl Fire to Baoement. 

Precautions were successfully taken 
In guarding the spread of the fir^ in-, 
to the Swann market which is locat¬ 
ed in the block Just west, , 

The Billings A Davii store will be 
closed pending the action of the fire 
Insurance adjusters; but will probably 
be opened for business within a few 
days. 

Will L, Davis, the Junior partner of 
the Ann* left the city yesterday morn¬ 
ing on the pleeper for Washington, 
where he is to represent Gov, P. W. 
Clensent on. tome important state mat- 

Af # V. . 
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AT SCENE OF FIFE 

/ ■ * : — ^ '* 

t*. B. Eaton Loses $3o From 
Trombettu House Unknown * 
Person* Attempted to Burn. 




■tfte board-of confrol. An unsuccess- 
fuj effort was made to reach him In 
Hew York* 

SATURDAY JdOKMNU, FEBRUARY tl, 


Smoke and water, the result of an 
early morning fire In the Billings A 
Darla hardware store, 37 Center 
street, yesterday, did damage to I he 
store and stock estimated at be’ween 
flkOGO and 120,000. Nothing definite 
could be ascertained up to la at night 
because of the condition of the Inter- 
ior of the store. 

- The fire was discovered shortly be* 
fore 6 o’clock by employes of the D, 
j A* Barker livery stable. Willow 
etreet/and shouts from them attract* 
ed Police Officer P. A. Mangan, He 
sent in an alarm from Box 43, Ed son 
and West streets, and both truck* an¬ 
swered. 

Stream* of water were^ turned Into 
the rear of the building where the 
blase was confined and within « half 
hour the fire, which bid fair from the 
outset to be a dsngeroui”"nne from a 
property aland point, was under con¬ 
trol. 

* * Firemen Do Good Work, 

Those who watched the work of the 
newly organized fire department were 
high in their praises of the work of 
the men who. within a few minutes 
from the founding of the alarm, had 
throe streams *of water playing into 
the building, two from the basement 
and one on the roof, which had a ten* 
deucy lo protect the nearby wooden 
blocks. 

The entire Interior of the rear base* 

I men! of the building waa ablate with¬ 
in a few seconds after the fire was 
discovered. This waa caused by a 
Series of small explosions, probably 
the cans sad packages of paints, oils 
and greases stored there. The oils fed 
the flames which threw an Intense 
heat into the upper floor* of the store 
and blackened the windows and show 
cases and this. It Is believed, will 
have a bad effect oo the stock of 
i good*- ' ‘ 

The building* owned by Mrs. A. S. 
Cram ton. Park avenue, is a two-story 
| wooden building, built years ago. With 
the exception of the Interior of the 
basement in the rear, it Is damaged 
•lightly. The building la insured. 

Heavy Los* in Stock, 

The stock, however, win probably 
| he more than a half loss and the 
I stock was estimated yesterday by 
Seymour Billings, senlof partner, to 
be worth approximately 130,00ft, This 
la covered by Insurance, partly In com¬ 
panies represented by local agents 
and largely by a mutual company 
which makes a specialty of Insuring 
hardware stores, The lower basement 
was devoted to the painls and oil 
stock and this is probably a total lot*. 

The hardwire on the street floor 
will probably be seriously damaged 
by the smoke, some water and the 
moisture from the basement, although 
the store employes were at work at 
once In getting a fire started In the 
furnace and otherwise protecting the 
goods. 

The origin of the fire is unknown, 
hut it is believed to have started from 
defective wiring, most of the burned 
pan of the bulldiug in the lower floor 
being centralized about the wires. It 


NEWS OF CITY 

MYSTERIOUS FIRE¬ 
BREAKS OUT IN 

TROIETTA HOUSE 

1 _ _ * 

* * 

At 2 A, M. Flnmea Penetrate 
Roof and Threaten Destruc¬ 
tion of .Building. 


TWO MEN BEEN LEAVING 

Resilience Supposed to Be Va¬ 
cant Is Visited by Some 
Unknown Persons. 


Fire which was discovered a few 
minutes before 2 o’clock this morning 
badly damaged the houso at the cor¬ 
ner of Cottage and West streets own* 
ed by Frank Trombetta and occupied 
by himself and family and the offices 
of P. R. Eaton* lumber dealer. 

A minute or two - boTore the flames 
were seen shooting from the roof of 
the wing io tbo cam two frneu were 
seen making a hurried departure from 
the reir door, evidently carrying large 
parcels in their pockets, 

Th® house was unoccupied for tho 
night snd when the firemen arrived 
the flames were breaking through the 
roof around a chimney and eating 
their way Into the attic In the main 
part or the structure, a two-story and 
a half wooden affair. * J 
The lower part of the main 
was filled with ttmoke and H was ap¬ 
parent that the blaze originated near 
the kitchen which Is situated on the 
I Cottage street side of th® building. 

An Investigation made by the police 
disclosed that the rear door leading 
Into a shed was unlocked and It was 
from this door that a neighbor saw 
two men leaving the house with aus¬ 
picious looking parcels. Tho tracks 
of the mon led across the tot In front 
of tho Christian Scientist church and 
were plainly visible in freshly fallen 
snow. 

Within a few minutes after the 
sounding of an alarm from Box 43 
at. tho corner of EMaon and Weal 
streets the firemen had three lines of 
hose turning water into tho house and 
the spread of the flames Was baited 
within a few minutes, but not until 
after the bias® had broken through 
I the roof on the main house. 


is understood that this wiring was re¬ 
arranged, following the recommends 
lions of, the state fire marshal. 


1922, 


That the tiro which broke out Satur¬ 
day looming about 2 o'clock In the 
residence of Frank Trout toll* on 
i West struct w*m of incendiary aright 
is definitely settled hy Htalo’s Attor¬ 
ney Charles 15. Novak and Fire Mar* 
1 siutl John 1* iloody and every effort 
| will W used to bring the guilty parties 
io Justice, t 

The motive for l he attempt in burn 
: the residence Is somewhat of a puzzle, 
hut one thing la certain* the crime of 
robbery was committed* m States At* 
; toraey Novak has bo oil notified that 
j $30 waa taken f rom a drawer of a desk 
I In thy office of I\ It, lUalon located on 
the ground fipor 

As stated In Saturday's lie raid* l wo 
tnetf were seen to leave the rear door 
of tho house just before Hie fire waa 
discovered and they ran northward on 
I Cottage street They were observed 
j by four or five local residents ami they 
' ull maintain that the nu n appeared to 
| be rnrryiuc goiucthing under their 
, coals. * 

An Ince*Ug*ll<ni by the states at¬ 
torney, Deputy Sheriff D A, Barker, 
Fir® Marshal Roody an d„ Detective K. 

, C- Brown of Boston, made Saturday 
morning, diademed flint aomu mgs bad 
been soaked in turpentine, »s had 


♦ 
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Home papers and old rugs. The coun¬ 
ty iiutttorHleh hIbo found when* holes 
had been bonI In lho walk and filled 
with turpentine. They found further 
ev identic that the fire had been start¬ 
ed simultaneously In four or five dlf 
remit places of the bouse. 

Authorities Find Cider, 

There were Indication* ijiut one or 
two person bad been at the place a 
short iJpc before for a ’Teed/* An* 
other sotnewhat eurigua circumstance 
la (he fact that on tho second floor 
where thorn Worn not many house- 
hol'd uteUIlH Chief Uecdy found a 
gallon can portly filled with kerosene 
uud a gallon botlle half full of elder. 

lu the iTIJar there were three bur- 
roja .parity fillet! with elder. Thu fact 
Unit the building wan not burned la 
undoubtedly duo to the <julck res. pun nr 
of the local lire department. 

Ohlof Reedy’notified Uio slate's at¬ 
torney Saturday morning at ii o’clock 
and, together with Deputy Barker, fin 
wont to the scene. The fire child at 7 
o'clock Informed Fire Coinru 1**1 onor 
Joseph U Brown of Mtuilpuller and It 
wu* hoped to have Deputy Foe Mar¬ 
shal A, U, Prcblo fotno-lo But la in] Sat¬ 
urday bid t*e I* lu New|mrt and Will 
be unable (o get hen- uujU tomorrow, 
Mr. Troiubena and family am oul of 
the city lull (I Is understood they are 
to ret ft i n gome I Iiihj thlu week, At 
midnight lawl night Hit* authorities had 
uncorked no due* that would tend to 
the guilty piD'HOUie 

Doctor* A* DclccBves. i A < 
The fuel that Uje T ruin holla huiue 
h*d been mitered by thieve* was made 
known io the police by Dr, Bradford 
C, I'owurii, the X-ray upoHitHat and 
Dr. L, A, liebJeL Tho two physicians 
naw inu mi-u uumigti from th*? door 
in (he.wing of th® house amt da*dj up 
FoU n go street* The police weft* noth 
11ml but un Iran? of (he men could be 
found, though it la not unlikely aonin 
dovHopmont will come today 
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APRON FACTORY Al 


Eight Houses Aro Ignited djjJ 
Embers From Fire in Marf# 
facturing district. 



LOSS REACHES $75,000 

Building of Rutland Sash and 
Door Company Is Saved 
After Hard Fight. 


Fanned by an Icy ^Intf of (pie 
proportions. carrying on ILg cr«t hu»t» 
chunk# of flaming wood finA cloth* 
which started la Ihe plant# of the Rub 
land Apron company and the Virmont 
Evaporator company on Strongs ave- P 
nae yesterday afternoon, .left 'In. ila 
wake three smoldering nUna-—there© 
quarters of a mile apart—eight ho*ne* 
which felt the acornMug hand ofvthe 
Are god a ad lots po ownar* estimated 
at $ 70 , 000 , 

Vor three hour# the raging flamea 
menaced the Rutland Sash and Door 
company, gave the owner# of tho 
Howe Scale wdrks concern and m#dn 
wicked sport of property owner# for 
blocks. 

Firm acrous the street— then In u 
( big jump to South Main street and 
’ finally half way Cown Jactenaa evenno 
—spark# and cindera were hurled* 
disrupting peaceful household# Into 
pandemonium and calling Into play 
every hit of the city's flffrflghUng ap¬ 
paratus. / " S *C~- 

Above—all was bright and blue; be¬ 
low Ineffectual man battled fttUBy 
with the devastating [tongues of ffatne 
which nought to dovokr all while thou* 
Banda looked on powerless to help.; 1 

For the first hour attention center¬ 
ed about the Strong# avenue - pUnta 
which form thr center of adjacent 
properties valued at millions- 
Here the crowd gathered and hero 
lh« fireman, with every ounce Of 
water available, struggled, not only 
to extinguish the heaven-moontine 
blase already started but also to keep 
near by building from becoming food 

| tor UttkfUme*' *--7 

Roofs of homes across the way 
caught and frantic men and women 
alternated the carrying oat of Ires/* 
ured article# of furniture with itrag* 
dllng roof peaks and killing Urn wtt% 
broom and water. 

Then the scene shifted to Sotitb 
Main * trust, a long block away, and 
every effort which could he spared 
was concentrated on a three-family 
house belonging to F. Oat way and 
amallor homes In the vicinity. 

Another Jump—and & barn a quarter 
of a rnllu distant on Jackson avenue 
was mount lug in sinuk# with here and 
thorc, In the spat!# between, clouds of 
wood smoko denoting the presence 
of scorched and tmered dwellings. 
Spread of Fir# Rapid. 

At neither the Strong# avenue nor 
the South Main street fir# was there 
a rhbnco of subduing the flames* Ten 
mlnulon after the sbuedln^w the first 
alarrii at the corner of Clover street 
uuil Strongs avenue the old school 
stmt building, tho home of the menu* 
far luring plant#, was nwatbed ill 
Hume#. Thu Oat way bouse was burn¬ 
ing furiously before enough equipment 
could be transferred to check the 
Lournu of the fire. 

The fire throws out of employment 
about HO men and women, most of the 
latter employed In the apron factory 
and a number of expert mechanics 
'employed In the evaporator company 
which had recently received a big 
shipment of tin which is highly val¬ 
ued, together with a stock of maple 
syrup of the season's first run. 




Door Factory Thrc 
U looked for h time as though th# 
plant ^f 1 he Rutland Saab sad Door 
corn puny, which U located within is 
feet of the building destroyed, would 
b« gutted, but, with (he use of iLr 
fltreitma from bydraut^Jh the locality 
and a siroani Trom the private system 1 
owned by the Howe Scale plant Just 
across the tracks of the Rutland £*11. 
road, this building was saved alibiingb 
the rear end was at times a ft re from 
the great heat. Thu clapboard a on 
lb* rear cud of the building facltti: 
thn burning structure were badly 
burned. * 

Employe* Discover Blare. 

The nro w** discovered just before 
3 iicluck by two men who were em¬ 
ployed by tb« Rutland Apron com¬ 
pany Inside ih© building, said to be 
* waahlna window#. Soon after the 

hr- Kfarl-d It Was fi ah| one of the 
m-n had not escaped but later both 
***** hnmd un the outside, These 
in< n, K L. Laxmr of Forest street and 
bin father, S l**b£*of of Fine street 
Maimed they first heard flro cracking 
It* (he West of th</iim floor occupied 
by the evN|ioraiijK r utup«uy, 

Only a slmrt f i id vs before they had 
"n-ard lit* switching engloo of the 
KutLirnl lallroad at worjr on the eld¬ 
ing near the building and the theory 
n» advanced that the locomotive M £ 
flr# to the grass or rear end of th# 
building. Th« furnace and wiring or* 

In the east end of the structlre. 

The Lassora telephoned to the fir* 
elation as soon as the truck! arrived * 
an alarm was turned In from bog 21 
At thl* time it was said the entire j 
upper floor was a flro and (within 
a few minutes the roof caved fu and 
the entire structure from basement to 
the attic was ablmie. 

The engine on Truck No, 1 made 
th« hitch at Jhe corner of Clover 
street and fw&over an hoar poured 
three streams with HO pound* prwa- 
sum Into the build ing, which, with Urd 
other streams from nearby hyranU. 
saved Die wooden structure ot the 
door and *a«h compapy only a f* w 
|tet distant. 

There will* however, be consider- 1 

able loss In tilts building, from Water 
damage to stqck and machinery. 

The pleytnd of the water on the 
flaming mass ient the sparkaand big J 
ger piece* of burning material high In 
to the air* these being snapped up by 
the atrong we it wind and bflbwn onto 
the nearby buildings. The houses at 
122, 124 and 126 Strong avenue, oc¬ 
cupied by several families were the 
Aral to uko Iflre from the burning 
sparks. 

Bucket Brigades Help, 

About 4 o'clock flro was discover¬ 
ed in the three-family house on South 
■ Main street owned by Mr, Oatway« 
and, before ill© firemen could got a 
.line of hose Connected and playing 
on It, the entire south «n/l of this 
House occupier} by tbo Baird, James 
McDonough, Arthur Courccllo and 
Herbert Moulftm mmllfot. was In 
Haines, Tho firemen saved the north 
end of this building which J# vslued 
at $4000 but the remainder of thn 
House were destroyed. The household 
furniture was badly damaged, being 
moved by the tjosi of volunteers, being 
had started helping ftt the Are. 

Bucket brigades were organ lied at 
practically every house between 
t Strong avenue, Clover street nnd 
South Main street i * 

The roofs a the houses owned or 
occupied by P F. McDonough, Miss 
Katherine McDonough, a ltd A, A, 
Courcelle. another Uy George Noyes 
and s third owned by Mr Meehan 
and occupied by Mr. Bacon and fam¬ 
ily, Just opposite thb Oatwpy house, 
were all afire at onoo. 

The roofs, being of shingles, caught 
from the flvtng spirks, hut those 
were exUnguishod with Jlnos of gar¬ 
den hose, wet blankets, brooms prsfls- 
ed into service as a spanking tie vice 
and by the oJ4 fashioned but useful 
bucket brigade, 

i At the umti time the twq fires pn 
'Jackson svenue weru occupying the 
attention of other detachment# of the 
fire department under the direction of 
Capt. Alfred Koltonakl who waf d(s- 
nniched to thd scene by Chief Jdhn 
I J . Heady, in charge of tho main biiuc \ 


The house jn Houth Main strsot 
owned and occupied I by Ml## Afpes 
* MorrJ* and Jol^n Morris, wa$ afire on 
, several occasions hut the damage was 
confined to thd roof. 

Mayor James' C. Dunn and. Comm la- 
■lonor of PiibUc Safoty Frpd C. Ito- 
borta bad nothing but words of priUso 
for the work of the firemen u being 
generally cDnc#idod an excel tent pltee 
v flro flghtinxiln stopping the many 
biai*# and halt the big fire in the 
apron plant, Ibhs saving hundreds of 
thousands of dollar#' In nrb 


housands of foliar#' in pr 

^Ho Immodlalg vicinity. 

Fire Interrupts Traffic. 

' Traffic on tho Rutland railroad 
qvur the Bellow# Fall# division and 
tlftfric on tho south belt lino of the 
local traction company was delayed 
Until the sounding of the release at $ 
tjfclock, 

> ft was estimated that over E0QQ feet 
]Bf hose was laid during the process 
|ijf stopping tho savors! firos, 11 of 
which were In progress at ono time. 
Idnamon from the Hutland Railway, 
Iftght anti Power company wore busy 
>fiMTa after tho fire broku out dlacon- 
ijuctlng th# heavy voltage wires 
Which cntcreff tho buildings. As far 
a* U known there wore no accidents 
iff any seriousness. 

Ereoted In 1SS0. 

r Chaffee building, whero /the 
lain flro was. was oroefed In IS&cTmnd 
as purchased in ItOO by Georg* T. 
ha free and the late M. O. Stoddard 
■otu the late Mrs. Lucy D. Cmmton, 
his building was badly damaged by 
«rc about eight yearn ago. It 1 b un¬ 
derstood that there was about $10,000 
Ijiburanro U n IL » 

ij A. Dick, manager of the Rutland 

[iron company, which Jft owned by i, 

. A |j r - 


[jib burg 


lift) th era of New York, 




a* unable to state last night the 
fUnount of the Insurance carried by hi* 
tftmeern. He ha Id It was all carried 
through the New York office. Ho noti¬ 
fied Mr. Ginsburg by telephone yester¬ 
day afternoon and was informed that 
tie latter would arrive in Rutland this 
r tornlng, 

Mr. Dick stated that S0 girl# were 
i nployed in the factory and about 75 
Machines operated. Alt of the ma- 
c lines, be said, have l>een destroyed. 
I: e stated further that while he did 
mt know the. exact Amount on hand 
t ter# was an except lohaJly large stock 
a 1 finished material In the factory, Th© 
t meem manufactured dresses. Hie 
f ctory was located on,the third floor, 

; K. H. Moroncy, treasurer and msna- 
R >r of the Vermont Evaporator com* 

I 1 kny estimated the lots to his concern 
l irough machinery and manufactured 
product# at about $40,000 which h# 
s Lid was partly covered by insurance. 

This concern was started shorn 
s years ago and it manufacture* 
evaporators, sap bucket#, cap spouts 
a id all kinds of uienail# used In mak- 
Ji g maple product#. The concern also , 
h id aeveraj thousand gallon# of syrup I 
stored in the building. 


GALE-TOSSED fire 
SEEKS TO EXPUNGE 
JACKSON 


Embers From ] 
Blaze Burn « 
Menace Sia 


FIGHT FOR 



luBtrial Plant 
Barn anilj 
HomeB 


EXISTENCE 




lessening of Wind and Prompt 
Action Save [Entire Scc-1 
tion From Ruin. 


Jackson avenue c&rae within an aca 
of being wiped off the face of the city 
map yesterday afternoon when flying 
embers from tho Rutland Apron com¬ 
pany and tho Vtrmont Evaporator 
ooixi pan y flro ou Strongs avenuo. 
Ignited the roof a of a half a dozen 
houses. 
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Blazing Coat Doesn't 
Disturb Jail Inmate 

John Horan Narrowly Ksoai|>cs 
Becoming Burnt Offering 
to Hooeli Ootl* 


John J. Honm who was before 
Judge Leonard P* Wing in City court 
Thursday morning on an Intoxlealion 
chnrge, came near not facing any 
court on ihls piano*, He ifel ft re to 
an old oxer coal which was pressed 
Into service as n temporary maUm* 
at the police ala Hon the night he wa» 
arretted and hut for the timely dia- 
! covery of the smudge he would have 
been scorched. 

Horan h*kl he did not want io have 
notion take all the credit for pret¬ 
ence of mind and when he heard 
about I he Hub dtltcn who ter fire to 
hit overall* and then rtgg in a fire 
alarm hr wanted to go him one bolter* 

When Horan was locked up he was 
| searched, ua la tho cu#«om at the po¬ 
ll re static*), but he was allowed to 
have an old overcoat to'throw over 
the steel spring couch furnished to 
persons who get "over the brink/ 1 
It la probable that tber* were matches 
In the pocket of the coal and during 
the night the garment caught ftra. 

In on# of his trips ;pward the jail 
Off leer John H. Grimes thought he de¬ 
tected amoks and started an Investi¬ 
gation. first however calling Fire Sta¬ 
tion No.: 1 and informing the depart- 
i mem of the presence of smoke. 

Chief John P. Ready. without any 
apparatus, answered the call and the 
biasing coat was dragged ttom the 
eett and oflt of dodra, while ^Horan 
rolled over and asked why It waa 
necessary to disturb Mm before time 
for breakfast There waa no damafs 


/^/ li i l*f 

■ Fire Damages Garage 
of Darrell ]. Martin 

Flumes* Also Head) Automobile 

NUitv*! Lohm 

Kf*litnaiipil al S 1300. 


A ikuc In b prlvBlir fiaras* nml » 
chlin icy Om culled on Hie local Itrr* 
depatlnietiVAwico yesterday, * 

A rhimnoy nro in tho build Ins *t 
1 T»i -4 ('enter Mrc*t van cxUfi«TiUh*4 
wiihriUt lo»* sbotif ft .0 oVhwjt In tin* 
itfkrmJOP, The bulld og it the prop* i 
ty fi Mm Melina Mftiaf, 

Appro*imately lifted damage *** 
r&ttaeil from mt iverhcatod stove 
which hlartcd a fire Hr lb* 1 private g.ir 
**£*] of Darrell K. Marlin of Church 
I Mrwt curly yo»tH*n!uy morning. In* 
Mazf* h* jn dllN**vcr*d J*hoiit ft Vi oV|*m i 
I y Mr*, l^on frJ ItoMHard and 
; huiLm*! notified I If* 1 fire 

W1 1 li ihc u*c t’f 10 f-<ih»Pfc nt t h< fii 
H ub hidI *im* f lno of how* o 

r nrill put OU( I'ldJ**, hut *0*1 b 

for** it had darnifcO'd Mi** in*!*!* 1 **f rh** 
httJMimc jri'i Vr Martin's Mii'oni iiijji- 
f to :t i on Men J>lc client 



Midnight "Rlnzp 
Wind Damages 
oral Thousand 


Fire of unknown ofig \\ broke out 
nornlng lUithe 


mined by 
foundry Sev- 
Dt'liars. 



ns The lou 
oke will ub- 
>us a ad dollars, 
tire response of 
ml Ms men that 
am Aotslhle to- 
1 he lost of the 
stiff wind was 
which fanned 


rai 


irrived at the 
all In flame# 
mnutes three 
hydrants were 
oon lined to the 
e Tiat the me* 
snd assembling 
damage from 
end of 



er sttiii i da magi 
Ins al 1 ue routh 
ire ban ed 
dlsoofre red by FI 


about 11.10 © clock this 
foundry of the F. R. Phtth nanufictur 
log company and badly furred the root 
and wane of the build 
from fire, 
doubtedly 
It wap 
Chief John 
saved the 

tel min end perhaps 
entire Patch plant X 
blowing at the time, 
the flames. 

When the ft reined 
scene the building if 
sod to . leas than ID 
streams from nearfiy 
on the Are which was 
foundry. It Is prob|b 
chine ahoPi core roo 
room will auffer 
smoke. Coke bins 
the building were 
The Are warn dlt„_ 

William Manga a ae foi 
to Station 2 after 
putting out a Are 
He rang In an alai 
rated at the com 
Franklin streets. Tl 
the aky could be 
tance and several bu 
at the scene aborU 
of the Are trucks. 

The cause of the 
dtUralmad at an 
morning. Chief R 
watchman told him 
rounds of the bull 
sad there were no 
at that time. 

tl waa the secon 
pany had bean ball 
honra At 10M rc! 
alam waa rung m 
comer of Convent 
street. The fire wai 
felt In tbe bam at 
Hopkins' house on 
le believed that 


i reman 
is returning 
Hug assisted in 
Forest street, 
eftr box 61, lo- 
of spruce and 
illu-iination of 
for some dia- 
d people were 
i fter the arrival , 


bad not been 
ekriy hour this 
•aH that the 
tdaVho made the 
*t IX o'clock 
of any fire 


by the dropping of J I Igbtc-i matches. 



the fire 

out within two 
tart night an 
bo x f L at the 
nee and Forest 
i i three bales ol 
It is rear of John 
ores l 1 street. It 
fire was caused 
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NEWS ,OF CITY 

J. H. HONETTES SHOP 



Children and Malolies Cause 
Property Damage and 
Endanger hivew. 



Fire yr'stoniay sfU>rnoon. liollovnl 
to hMVb bvi*n started by chlldma play¬ 
ing with maiHicH. pHrtiaUy destroyed 
the building it JO Terrill street, ownod 
by Joseph H. Mon rite and i:»usod 
sonir; flama.’ss to the garage owned liy 
K* Lassor of Mansfield pinru 
which bad s up against the Manetle 
building. 

The insM ©o iTir* Monnlfc pmporly in 
e*H|iuitGrt at saveral hundred dollars, 
parjlully i overod hy IHMiir«n<e ( while 
th** Laaaor covered by inauram^ while 
main of burned shJngh*#. 

Up*idi*fi this Mon^Uo hUi ksndU) nhop 

on Mie g ouitd litKir of Utc build lug in 
which lh fire sfarlpd, the family* of 
John II. tolwnx and Mr, HMJaher Hvo 
in the Hrurturc. There arc several 
young e'liJdren living in the house. 

The f re had Hu Inception on the 
hm k pOTh, upfitaira, and mirks from 
stations 1 and railed hy an alarm 
hix ft2 at ihu rorw r of Houth 
Main aid <>nlc> si recta at 4:QZ 
orlork, arrived after the names had 
ohUtlne I a serum hold on tho entire 
roof ol the building and had l>een 
tom mun Ira led to the Lessor garage. 

Four lines of hose were laid and fh c 
fiuentlon of the fire fighters centered 
a round saving the Lessor garage and 
doing what they Jonid with the Mon* 
etlc building which was as dry as 
Under, hi a remarkably abort Umu 
the lire hud been pul under contml 
and ths surrounding buildings insured 
againai burning. 

Added wuter pressuro was procured 
by the use of a motor pump which 

was Hitnched to a hydrane'at the cor 
ucr of Terrill and East streets. 
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MANNING PUT HILL 1 
BE REBUILT AT ONCE 


at (Dairy Goods Manufac- 
ry AVill 


Fire 

lory Will Not Throw 75 
Hands Out of Work. 




. ,5® ® Manning Manuftn- 

lorjng company, makort ot dairy and 
creamery apparatus, which was badly 
W arc early yealcrday morn* 
ift*’ .w 1 rebuilt at once. It Is atated 
«L ?; e,idetu - »*•«! Manning, 

_ 16 m ^ n ou l * le concern's pay. 

. Wi L? ot bt thrown uwt of employ* 
inent. The flames were flrat discover- 
ed in a pile or sUavloga in the holier 
room and spontaneous combustion la 
oetiered to have been the aource ot 
the trouble. The fire waa located In 
the main building, a one-story brick 
structure nt Hie corner of Baxter 
•Ireot and Cleveland avenue. Mr. 
Manning says the loas will be several 
thousand dollars. He will not bo able 
to determine the approximate amount 
for several days. 

As near as can be learned the fire 
waa discovered about S o clock and an 
a.tempt was made by employes, with 
the use of a stroam of water front a 
a ** r ®y hydrant, to slop tho blase, 
which at this time was coullned Ao the* 
ahaving pile in the rear of the. fur* 
Bacon. This being un*ucc&Mful\ in 
alarai wae rung in from box 42, but the 
notice of the alarm system canned mo¬ 
ot her delay. There was no watch man 
M the plant. 

t* , Out Anew. 

By^JJO odotk it looked ms though 
Are wen under control although 
there wis conetderuble smoke and 
lUjani. la some manner, however* 

Are worked iu way o T er the oil itor 
age room and into th* shipping nuar- 
Ura Kod the dry kiln. Tonguei of 
flame then mhot high into the air a & 
companies by black urn ok e from the 
burning oil and dry shavings, of which 
there were tons. The latter pari of 
ine fire was the more spectacular. 

The firemtm remained at their poaU 
on the roof until ordered down by 
Chief John p, Reedy and within a 
very few ml mi tea the roof crashed Jo. 

[J * Abort Umo the firemen again had 
the fire under control, the cellar being 
practically flooded from the »ix 
streama of water operating under 
high pressure 

Machinery Drop* Into Casement. 

The main room, which runs along 
the Cleveland avenue end of tho plant, 
la damaged by smoke, water and, in 
the central part, hy fire, sptue of the 
'floor caving in with the heavy ma¬ 
chinery. Tho office Is badly da mag* * 
ed with smoke, water and heat, while 
the store room and shipping depart¬ 
ment Is totally destroyed as are the 
drying room*, boilers and basement 
Many electric motors are damaged, 
i On tho floor of the mam shop, a 
large butter making machine was 
ready for shipment and this, although 
not hurt by fire, waa- damaged to a 
considerable extent. 

There was something of a mystery 
as to the flames getting beyond tho 
Are wall, whigh surrounds the boiler, 
shavings pile and oU room, but it la 
thought probable they followed the 
big ateam pipes which furnish heat 
for the dry kllnn. 

Thla is the third time the company 
has had a fire and the aecond time the 
fire was first found In, the shavings 
pile In the roar of the furnuce. 

Chief Reedy received a slight cut 
on one hand, as did Capt Edward 
M a bury of KUiUon No. 5* lut beyond 
thla none of the firemen was hurt 
Water Pressure Good, 

The water pressure was excellent 
and Ruperlntondont of Water Works 
Francis Tracy stated that the three 
hour* of heavy drain on the water 
supply made no difference In tho preo- 
fture throughout the mains, something 
out of the ordinary considering the ex* 
tremely dry period. 
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curs high School 

DmiMGED BY FLARES 


Fire Discovered 
in Basement Jki 
Concert Is 


Near Boiler 
ist After 
Q\er. 


Rapid Uiinking by Oliver D. Ward 


and a quick response 


firo department probably naved the 
Rutland high school building from 
tunny thousands of dollars damage by 
fire which broke o it about 10.60 


o'clock last evening 


hf the Rutland 


hear the boiler 


tinder the hallway, Mr Ward discov¬ 
ered the bla/r, ran up stairs and tele¬ 
phoned the fire department* th$n he 
went back to the basprnent and, with 
the M of some other persons, he put 
one of ihe ♦'mergence streams on the 
\ tohut? wtilrti was crackling in the par- 
j lltlona. The fire truck soon arrived 
mid an alarm from (lux 32 soon at¬ 
tracted,* crowd to the building. Two 
streams were put op the buildings, 
the flames having worked up through 
the partitions to the second floor. The 
; Are was soon under fontroU 

Tho schoothouse Mfiil bo damaged 
to the extent of several hundred dol* 
lura from fire, water pud smoke. The 
cause or the blaze hid not Wen d«JJ- 
nitely determined si midnight last 
night, but it la believed that some pa¬ 
pers and other debrif near the boiler 
played a part In Us origination. 

It waa oecessaiy io chop a small 
space la the floor oj tho main audi¬ 
torium to get at the blaze, Tho fire 
was discovered just after the concert 
given by tho Lotus Male quartet lu 
the auditorium was completed. There 
was uo panic. 
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Fihv Cflusea $S00 Damage at 
Mouth Main Street House 
of Grntz powers, ■ 



A k«ro»eJio lamp which is said to 
have fallen from tho hand of a sleep* 
child as he atumblod upstairs to bed 
started a fire last night which might 
have proved disastrous were it not for 
quick work by flreolen. 

The blase consumed part of the roof 
in the rear of the house at 2t>2 South 
Main street and destroyed the bock 
steps completely before It could be 
extinguished, ‘The estimated damage 
to the house, owned by Tints Powers 
of Clarendon, Is about 1600, 

The famJtlea of Harry L. Doty and 
Albert Decker, occupying the rear of 
the house were the chief sufferers In 
destruction of property by Are. smoke 
and water Mr. Doty said last.night 
that hk loss was covered by Instir* 
ance hut It could not be ascertained 
whether Mr, Docker was almllerly pro¬ 
tected- 

Doth trucks from elation 3 answer* 
ed a still alarm transmitted by tele¬ 
phone at about ?:&0 o'clock- Shortly 
after they arrived 6% the scene, the 
alarm' at box 31, at the corner of 
Strongs avenue and South Maid street 
was pulled by Motorcycle Patrolman 
Quincy M, Baker ooThe order of Fire 
Chief Alfred H. Koftouaki, The truck 
from station 1 responded to this alarm. 

Streams of waigy^Xrom the hose of 
chemical apparatus eoon brought the 
blase under control and less than an 
hour after the still alarm was received, 
the release was sounded- 
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I PROBE CAUSE | 1 

OF FIRE IN 
■ ' PAINT SHOP 

Blaze in Terrill Street Building 
During, tjalc Menaces 
j. ,AV f dodcti Structures. 
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AFTtff PBATKO FKE 


ES IN TUTTLE 




An, Invest tguilon will be completed 
today in the cause of a fire Hutunlay 
night In u two-story frame structure at 
'j TcrrUI street, tho property of the 
Carroll L. .Stewart cMutc, which wen- 
uccd wooden buildings nearby. The 
exact amount of darmigo by fire, smoko 


In vast ign tors Discover Kero¬ 
sene-Soaked Material in 
Strongs Avenue Store. 


OfABDUT 130,000 




and water also will be sought In tho 

Investigation. 

In a drenching downpour and buf- 
Mud by a veritable gale, II re men, man¬ 
ning all three trucks of the depart¬ 
ment. fought tho flru with two lines of 
hose, assisted by chemicals and con¬ 
fined the blaze to the bedroom In the 
second fbior In the apartments of Mrs. 
Adieu Lull, where tho flames apparent¬ 
ly started* 

A newly painted touring car in the 
Aral floor of the building, used by Rich¬ 
ard Ho wo hh a pafatuhop, escaped ; 
unscathed without being removed from 
tho building- - 1 1 

Truck 2 from Station 2 and Trucks, 
tho auxiliary from Btaflob 1, respond* Jl 
cd to a etlil alarm transmitted by 
telephone about &M o'clock. Soon 
after th^y had arrived and tho flro- 
nvou had sized up the situation, the 
alarm at Box 20, ICaal and Terrill 
jttreula, was pulled to summon the ro-. 
malning truck from Station 1., 
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Several Caskets Burn in Early. 
Morning Blase, at Clifford 
v Brothers’ Store. 

Hi t . 

' _____ v V/ 


Two fret wW:h started practlcallr 
at th# same Uma about T:I0 o'clock* 
tbit morning drova fireman out to bat* 
tie not only with fire and amoka but 
alto with almost Impenetrable drift* 

of MJOW, 

The first blase. In the undertaking 
catabUthtnept of Clifford Brothers on 
Ereiyt street, waa extinguished quick¬ 
ly hut with some difficulty because of 
the deuae smoke pouring from the fire, 
which started from a defective chim¬ 
ney, 

In the dim gray light of the morning, 
RTOtptag their way through smoke and 
! dodging now and then to avoid a 
■mouldering casket as Jt fell to ih© ( 
fioor, the fire-fighter# had a somewhat« 
ardous and altogether eerie task sub¬ 
duing tho flam©#. 

Use One Uni of Hose- 
Three lines of hrs© ware laid but If 
was found necessary to use only one. 
The greater part of thq battle with the 
blase was conducted with two 40-gab 
lontanka of chemical#, 
several caskets were destroyed by 
the flames. 

While the firemen were extinguish¬ 
ing this fire h *1111 alarm transmitted 
by telephone waa received at head¬ 
quarters. One track- responding to 
this summons, after a bitter battle 
with the drifts reached the home of 
George W. Donahue on Washington 
street, where a fire waa found in a par¬ 
tition, reselling from a defective fire-1 
place. 

The bla e waa put oat quickly with 
comparatively small damage, , I 


In vestige/ ion was begun yesterday 
by Klrc Chief Alfred II, Kottonskf In¬ 
to J th?e cars© of the fire which, start- 
Jog fariy yesterday morning in the 
More formerly occupied by Joseph 
Rotter #L 36 Strong* areaue, made 
Bremen fight for more than an hour 
to keep It from spreading and to ex¬ 
tinguish It, 

Considerable excelsior, some of 
which wan soaked with kerosene, was 
found under a counter at the right 
hand side of the store where the lire 
Htanrd, In tho opinion of officials of 
tho 'Ire department, t 

Philip iTutico of South street pro- 
hi*tU proprietor of the store, when 
questioned shortly after tho fire by 
Chief Koltouskl, said that he had left 
*h. More at about it30 o'clock Mon¬ 
day night. 

Police Officer F. A* WlaeH said ho 
Had «*rcn PraUco leave tho store short¬ 
ly after midnight. 

Kept Kerosene for Fuel, 
Queried concerning tho presence of 
ihs kerosene and excelsior under the 
coenter, Pratlco explain©# that he kept 
a email amount of kerosene there with 
which to stun a fir© In the stove of 
the store, Tho excelsior, ho said, 
enmiy from some shipments recently 
received, which bo had unpacked Mon J 
day, * * * * 

Prailco has been lu basinets In.tho 
More for n short time, not more than 
a few weeks. It Is understood. 

The damage to the contents of the 
stoV-' by Are, smoke, water an# chemi¬ 
cals used to extinguish the flumes has 
ben estimated at less than $1000, 

A steel relUnPwLn tb© store doubt¬ 
less prevented IW fir© from spreading 
to upper floors of the building. 



liWi* SI art* in Passageway 
Sear Elcvalur Shurt on 
the Tbini l loor. 

HEAVY LOSS TO STOCK, 

' -- 

Water amJSinoko Injure I'rinl- 
f ( | Matter an-1 ‘I >y»; SUunJ- 
pipc Sj>teni I'rovts Klicetive. 


■fViour^tnry Tutih* otnpsny build 
wt (Mi Center uul the entire 

; Nu-lltc**- <»l he * lt> m j 

Ui 1 ' 'M.-nl.i afternoon hv I 
(-1T nlilrh >t»iting ill n p*ih*rtC< «.»y J 

,rri iEtc third fl**ur of tH" Tullk Mm li, 
inf-, adjoining rt .inin nit t burr 
i *1 furiinttdy f*»r ihrtM quarters of nu 
hear *» lor.* vs. lilt h highe t i* ► - 

TaMlc, pm.Ideal of the hlg printing ! 
tiort pohllulilrig house, 1**1 night pU<-e*j 
-it mow, 

Whtn dlsroverod Uy Mis** EUtuhnu , 
b ttKr|NVB u( Jsukeon a venue, a il mo- | 
rmployeii by ihc Tuttle om 
p 4a ;Jhc flames were raping Into the 1 
fttnUjr f^haft near which the fire U 
to have (irljjin tH In a Mi*n 
tfr stiknown to the owners or ftre- 


Juolpipcs- *crc bn ught into play 
brmployes and thv ravages «r the 
fMoaaly burning fire were hcl 1 lu ' 
dfck until firemen arrived. 

1 blroug ©’©st wind matched clouds | 
•f bBinke from the upper window# of, 
lbs block and fJrencblers strove | 
wsprratoly to conflno tlie bias© tq the j 
iurior of the buHdlnc as, fanned by 
6c wind, it was feared the tons of j 
tools and paper in the building would 
gsite like tinder doomflTlC the at me¬ 
an sad possibly thp ntlro bualncas 
Matt 

Thousands of Books. 

Tfce Mock houses fho Tuttle cotn- 
toij't book and aLuUcncry atom on 
ifc first floor, together with a wall- 
pm department, offices and bindery 
rod on the upper floats arc deutal 
■fleet and printing rooms. iod i 
hrts library of old and * altmbln books. 
Hr.Tattle, sr.. said last night tho prop 
trtsr vat Insured for $126,000. 

Tbt principal damHge was frotn 
*ools tad water, the owners aay, a a 
of water wore poured Into tbo 
kM knd fourth floors in the battles 
*kb the flames. 

Books, papers, wallpaper nod toys 
Jtirs destroyed by fire and water on 
He third floor while on the floor above 
He damage was principally to mi- 

iblicry MnH the build hr; itxrlf, wiiih 
cis tlehigt-d In water 
Mr. Tuttle f-ald ltiaf a quantity «f 
ih*- book© and papers rendered ii«* 
b» uf a result of yerterday * Hr** ‘ 
ntt ready fur dell very under <*on 
Iroct ind ibr water damage nw* *il 
him rrprlritinf:, which, be # 

ihu Ju-ix mu* h greater. 

The main rite damage was In tb-f* 
lj vmrdlAte vli-lnity of the elec a tor 
shift psn of whieli wab badly huroM 
The Ttmi* building in one of tbe 
In IhA Hiy and under IU roof 
of the liirgf-aL (oeka Of books 
i> Vermont. 



































































Wind Does. the Trick* 

Tha wind blow fdralght from tho 
wobl It blow haul aad gustily and 
carried on Its wing* flaming torches of 
Cloth and excoUlort In the beginning 
lha meadow belo r Jackson avenue 
caughfc'firo. The grass there was long 
and the spoara waved' Invitingly to 
the firebrands which found a noting 
pliteo for an Instant and then, puff! 

The wind did the rest The iOntlre 
meadow from Avenue A to Avonue C 
became a living urnace* the ftamee 
hurtling In the direction of the fence* 
and out buildings. 

Resident® from :he adjoining street* 
turned out en naase with brooms, 
pails of water anil all sorts of garden 
laptements and fought the on-rushing 
flames. They managed to stop the 
meadow (tim but meantime the wind 
took a froah hold and acrat along bias* 
lag clot* of cloth I which fell upon the 
roofs of the housefs. 

Willett Bare Goes. 

One firebrand, jmore amblUotia Uiag 
the others, flfw all the way from thb 
confisgratioa op ■ String® *r*nue 
lit the dry kn| round sliln^os of ti 
barn In Ov* rear of thejhouse occupied 
by Theodore M.j Wilt let t, 46 Jackson 
avenue- -a distance of fully thCoe quai^ 
ten of a mile. 

The barn immediately bogmni to bwfoi 
anti a horse tied fast in a stall;scream¬ 
ed in terror. Hombone had presence pt 
mind 'enough t<> rescue the; animat 1 
but the barn reduced to Bkelotdn 
form. The flro |department sent hose 
along and tho house lUelf was naval. 

Haney House Threatened, 

Neat, l ho roof of tho house/ of J. Jh I 
Mutiny, 16 Jnckhon avenue, began to 
siiile ami burn pand it took some hard 
work by tho owner and others to save 
the structure. 

Another burning ember fastened iU 
self onto the r$of of tho bon so occu¬ 
pied by Qeorgo W. Cowon, Zli Jackson 
avenue. The firo was cilia gulahod 
with difficulty* | 

The largo double house at 20 Jack* 
won avenue, pccupled by [Frank S* 
j Harwell and P. [F. McDonough, was en¬ 
dangered but Mr. Farwell, tto owner, 

I did some hurryfup work with the hose 
\ on the roof ant( sides* 

Flames Surround Home. I 

The housu ojwucd and occupied by 1 
Alfred H. Dudlo on Avenue B waa ^ 
seriously threatened inasmuch as 
there was burning grass In front and 
a verUable sea of flumes In the roar. 

The homes pt J* Thornton, 23 Jack- 
son avenue, and H, C. Shaw, assistant 
prohibition director, at NoJ 26, were 
also In Lb a path of the flying flro* 

Had not thq wind* subsided a little 
and had not the firemen dune such 
effective work 1 in getting hofee line* to 
thb Intersection of Jackson syqciuq 
and East street there Is no doubt at 
alt that scores of dwellings on these 
two thoroughfare* would have been 
wiped out, besides the section north of 
this part of the city would have been 
endangered, ! 


NOVEMBER 26, 1924. 

LIU IRONWORKS 
STOREHOUSE, NOYES 
ESTATE MILL BURN; 
LOSS IS 


Spectacular /Fire Men-' 
aces Paid; of City,' 

A Lso Gas Plant. 


HARD TO COMBAT 


Other 

Path 


Manufactories in, 
of Flames; Valu¬ 


able Stock Lost. 


Tim heart • of Rutland's 
manufacturing- district and 
scores of dwellings In tho most 
densely populated section of 
the city faced extermination 
yesterday nfternoon when 
wind - tossed, ungovernable 
f I nines fins troy ed tho Lincoln 
Iron Works’ huge storehouse 
between ' Baxter street and 
Cleveland avenue, and an old 
planing mill belonging to the 
II. I'V Nbyes estate at a loss 
wlJeh j t was believed last 
night Would approximate 
8450,000. 

For hours firemen fought 
desperately to confine the livid 
names to the roaring furnace 
in which they originated; timo 
and ^ngaiu homos on West 
streets, south of the firc<r 
smouldered then burst into 
flanm an<L for-. minuteB at a 
time it seemed that* tbs jgevastr 
ating fire would sweep on to 
tbo northward razing! as it 
went tho Tauber-Lipton .coni- 
pany’s factory bhildiftg, and 
the new garage and monster 
illuminating gas storage tank# 
of the Vermont Hydro-Eloctrio 
corporation, | f 

Karly In the Bfusrnoon It *pp«*r*<l 
that there was no chine© of KiTloy 
ihu iron company’s foundry, office and 
udjecent buildings which aro flmkcd 
on tho ca*t by the Kinsman a Mills 
Marblo company * office* 

Tons of water were poured onto tbs 
burning buildings and flashy the tide 
of battle turned, the flames lost their 
rum-gy and struggling to gain a new 
foothold. 41 ml to a smoldering bed of 
coni* over which ha If* frozen firemen 
stood guard until far/Jnto tho night. 

R, R. Traffic Hindered, 

Train Horvlro over the main lines of 
ihv Rutland railroad and tho Dcd&warct 
A Hudson railroad wa® hindered tem* 
porarlly while the fire at Is height 

tbo tracks which paralleled tbo 
burned buildings on tho south worn 
flanked by u wall of flame and across 
th«* rail* lines* of ho&o had been laid. 

No definite* figures could bo obtain* 
**d tiight from either tho Lincoln 
iron Works or repreflenUtlvea of the 
Noyes rotate though Howard F* Wood- 
Mu, president of tho Lincoln concern 
*uld that roughly tbo company's loss 
would total liOfi.OnO as, in addition to 
the building:*, the storehouse, a two* 
story L shaped * trite turo w un filled 
with valuable plumbing and bealitjg 
supplies ami patterns which arc almost 


Noyes Estate MJIf* 

«M h h X ° >e ? mUI * operation ot 

thi c ““'‘J?* * akwi over h V 

1"°* » ' Construction com, 

P»ny from trf« ar d O. tlfrry. wholo- 

nd rf ' t, , ,I ,umh ^ r dM l«r. con- 
c t« c n a nuantlly of woodworking mil . 
rlilnpry. ahaf'Jng, belting, old uLu 
and some atook. *' 

‘Ur. llolnios said last nlcht that 
roughly his loss would £ ffif,. 1 „*• 
drr *5000 and It wan LoBwlSSS 

!h?L Wr ' Gcn ^ i Ios * be sotne- 

thlng more than this amount Mr. 
Holmes carried no Insurance on hi* 
" Web conelsted In the main 
or lumber, building matertal and con* 
trsi.tors qquipmauL * 

ln T t h h« 0 ^* “ l BbOUt 2:3 0 O'clock 

S.V ? 5 Now m,u n ««t the nil. 

Wld ' upon the tin. 

Iomh ' jr ' »havlng# and Joflsm- 
SKSU“««« In the building swe^t 
through the structure almost Instantly, 
dooming -it to destruction. * 

Flames-Envelop Bulidlno. 

Between this mill, which was twh 

, ln height; .nd .he Lt,S 
-eorka storehouao was.an alley, or nuS 
way over which tho angTy flamoe Jomjw 
«*«- oelwd evldly upon thn storage 

BtanUy 8 * eD¥c, 0 J>, n* 11 “>«oet In* 

At the east end or tho Holmes conn 
pony min U a coal shed belonging to 
the Lincoln Iron Works and'this, well 
stocked with soft - coal, .waa partially 
burned though constant efforts on thh 
part of firemen saved a portion of the 
structure. - 

Twenty feet from the burning stove* 
house—so close that .the hot breath 
from the seething caldron scorched it 
time’and again—stands tin - brick 
foundry of the. .Ltotoln cpmpanyi. 
Streams of water' wera ‘ constantly 
played on this building and It did not 
catch Are though- at Ltlmaa- It* aeettiM 
an'lmpoeslbUlty to aav. ..Jt 'oTTS 
wooden office building- nearby from 
which employes carried .'books ' and: 
valuable papers when the .fire was at 
It* worst . '; . . - 

To the west and at right angles,to 

' *5? Holmes mill, the Tauber-Lipton 
shirt factory, a stnerd affair, formed 
a barrier to spread of flames In that 
direction. Thla building waa scorched 
and aeered by the blistering flamos , 
and It was kept soaked to obvlata any i 
possibility of Its catching fire. 

Northweat of that, at a distance of 
about Bff yards, are the Immense il¬ 
luminating gas storage tanka of tbo 
Rutl*ml Hallway Lfjjht A Powar coni- 
pany with a capacity of 175.000 ,-ublr 
fast of« ass which hsfl haan d^pl«t*4 
yflstmlay to about 100,000 cubic feet, 
Osa coraps ny smployos, nrmcfl with 
flfrue apparatus Rtoorl raady to 
»af«guard tha lank® anfl n re* 

newtfl outbreak of such proportion* 
that ths entire section of the city 
mtirht horre t>**n flavafttsted* 

KmploysH of the HartH compifiy also 
helped to fljfht the fir* at Iho sturo* 
houri* Uflln* JJnes of their own hnita, 

Phone and Light Pole* Burn* 
Tolophoa* uifrj 'light pules In the 
flru^ ion© caught flre. burned slowly 
th«n toppled to lbs ground, their cro®*- 
troos flamiu* spars which emit ted 
sbnwer* of spark* an they fell. The 
wsllfl and roof* of tho two burned 
buildings, both of them of sturdy enn* 
structlon, wont first* lenvlnic, in the 
midst of clouds of douso black and 
gray smoke, pierced by blood-red 
flam**, blaitnr fruraework which 
tumbled under the Influence of wind 
and water* 

During the fire a barrel of turpen¬ 
tine in the storehouse exploded with 
a loud detonation which greatly alarm* 
pd the hundreds of spectator* who 
shivered In the raw November wind to 
watch the awesome blaze* 

At dusk, when the fire had been con¬ 
trol W and most of the flrdmeit had 
returned to their stations, all that ro* 
malDSd of the a tore house and mill was 
one lone chimney at the southwest 
corner of the mill. pH** of ashes and 
tone of warped, twisted and water* 
soaked metal. 

The Lincoln Iron >Vbrka property 
wms covered hy Insurance as was tfio 
Novea estate mill* 

The Lincoln Iron Works mnnufah* 
turns stone working machinery and 
Is one of the largest distributor* In 
the state of plumbers', steam fitter*' 
and mill supplies. Howard F. Wood- 
fin ii president of the firm; I. T, Befn- 
hower is vice president tpd manager; 

P. W. Adams treasurer and X C, 
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Building Roaring Fur¬ 
nace When Alarm Ib 
S ounded in Early 
Morning’ 


Capt* May bury Falla, 

Early In Iho struggle lo ovurcomr: 1 
ib*? it! moat overpowering Headway 
which tlit> blaze Had made. Capt. Ed- 
ward C. May bury of Htutlon No. ;; 
tvl\ from u ladder 20 feel to Iho nnow- 
lovrrod earth, Ilo worked on with 
dlfflcuily until flmUJy he wan taken to 
lila homo in the belief that ho had aus- 


nt)TnTW TTXTTFTtiTrt YTT'OT 11 fractured hfp. An X-ray Laki*ft 

UJtCiU'iri UriJLttUWri y*«ler<l*y afternoon revealed that ttm 


hip waa merely badly bruited, how- 
ever, 

James T. Cockllo, a call fireman, 
won twLco o\ ercomo by the dense 
black smoko which cn guff mi the hum- 
inf building, hut last night he wne 
suffering no JJI effects. 

The feebleness of the at ream of 
water with which attempts were made 
to pet the fire under subjection caused 
Chief J. J\ Reedy to aend to the sta¬ 
tion for the fire enrlnr, with the aid 
of which pressure of 200 pounds was 
Wflfot* Pvnacmw procured on Iwb lino. of hone. Two 

VV 111(1 1 leSMIIC other lines, attached to the motor 

pump, attained 120 pounds preanure 
and with this help the fire was sub¬ 
dued by S o'clock. Water was thrown 

_ onto the ruins until noon, however. 

Insurance 322,400. 

Four blackened walls, from the The second floor, with Iho exception 
midst of which a thin wisp of smoko °f the a lark outer wall*, Is a total 

mounted lazily and occasional show- ton* end two rooms on the first floor 

ers of sparks shot heavenward, cooitl- likewise ruined. The remainder 
tutod the outward remain* last night of the Aral floor and the basement 
of the Dana school building. Were damaged by water principally. 

Within piles of blackened and twist- roof of the building burned off 
ed metal, heaps of charred wood and ^Hy In t|je fire. Insurance of 122,500 
rows of watersoaked seats on which *** carried. 

snow fell through the gaping aperture Fire Chief Reedy and Walter S. 
where once the roof had been, boro Fenton, president of the school board, 
mute evidence to tan ravages of the rr ® Investigate the cause of the 
early-morning flre which yeater&fty Are, 

gutted the building with a loss to the . Several stories were current yreter- 


Parties Had Been Held 
at Institution Pro- , 
ceding Night. 

MAYBURY INJURED 

LOW 

Slows Up Work of 
Firemen. 




city which Is placed at 130,000. 

Uppsr Floor in Ruins, 

On the roofless upper floor, where 
for hours firemen—handicapped by In¬ 
adequate water pressure—battled lo 
•ave the Institution, alt Is dishearten¬ 
ing chaos. 

Below two mom« suffered as did the 
ones above and all bear the inefface¬ 
able scare sustained when they were 
deluged by thou sands of gallons of Icy 
water which sizzled as it struck, then 
flowed away to form stagnant pools 
which quickly froze. 

This morning 310 pupils and their 
teachers will start berimes for distant 
part* of the city, where, at schools 
to wljleh the students have been as¬ 
signed, the work of acquiring knowl¬ 
edge will go on uninterruptedly. * 
Work of removing seats from the 
building and cleaning up the piles of 
charred debris will continue, but 11m 
task of rebuilding will not be undcrv 
taken until after the March election. 
It was learned last nfrhL 

Gets Good Start/ 

The Are, which for a time thn-at- 
antrd lo efface the Dana school build¬ 
ing, which has housed Rutland young- 
stars for 17 years, had procured a Ann 
hold on the northern upper side of 
the building when. Shortly before 0.30 
nVlnrk yesterday morning, the ilrwf 
of the firefighting uppnratue reached 
the rpni. 

Ton gees of livid flame were shoot¬ 
ing nut of five windows on cIn* norih 
Hide of the building and mrling up 
over 1 he ronf many fact into the mr 
and, with only GO pounds of water 
pressure available, I he maximum for 
that section of the city, the firemen 
had difficulty jn throwing water lu ihu 
neconif floor* 

The blaze la believed to have orig¬ 
inated in one of the second floor 
room- and lo have beep burning for 
to me time before a woman living near 
discovered the fire and minded the 
alarm- A Until in the building, which 
pastershy mid nairl to have seen In 
the early morning hours, is thought 
to have been tlm fire which, making 
headway, ucrasionully burst into 
flames which shone from the windows. 


dny to the effect that the Are might 
hare two cau sed by Parent-Taachai*. 


who had a party in th* building In 
the afternoon. The Are started up¬ 
stairs, however, according to the fire¬ 
men, and the Move used by the as so- 
elation was downstairs. There la un¬ 
derstood to have been another party 
In the building In the evening which 
is also said to have been held down¬ 
stairs. 

Mr. Fenton dald yreterday after¬ 
noon: 

Fenton Maktt Statement. 

**f appreciate the efforts of the fire 
department In getting the fire under 
control under the exist log conditions* 
The fire demonstrates very forcibly 
the necessity for another pump to 
overcome the lack of water pressure 
in the higher sections of Iho city*” 

Tim Dana school was built In 1907 
Mf u cost of 341,145, on land pur* 
rbused from James K. Creed. The 
building committee consisted of the 
Into Charles W, Ward, Frank J, Wade 
and the Idle George H Baker, school 
commissioners. The architect was F, 
H. Austin of Burlington and iho con* 
tractor C* W* Kpear. 

it was ii brick building, two stories 
and containing nine rooms There 
were nine grades and 310 pupils. | 

The school was named for the late 
Judah Dana, father of Attorney Ed¬ 
ward Dana of Madison street He waa 
a school teacher In Rutland from IM& 
lo 1 STS and wa* at one time on the 
fftcully of Castleton Normal school. 
He was responsible for the grading of^ 
the Rutland schools. He entered the 
Episcopal ministry In later life and t 
held a pastorate at West Rutland. 


WASTATINfi 

FI AMFS PARTIALLY 

RIIT 


, ULlflO 1 ri 111113 
nun rmmni 

1 LnlflLJ 1 fill 1 IfiLLI 

tifiTii inoo nr (fof 

DU 1 

i nnn 

Dana Pupils to Take 

DANA SCHOOL 

WITH LOSS OF $31 

1,000 

Up Studies Today 



wmia nremeii were still struggling 
to mvu the Dana school building from 
total loss yesterday morning, Superin- 
temlQJit of Schools W, W, Fairchild 
was at work re-assigning the *10 pupil« 
affected by the fire which has made 
occupation of the building temporar¬ 
ily Impossible, and by early afternoon 1 
a schedule of distribution was an¬ 
nounced, 

| Under the plan the Dene pupils will 
iitleml school at Mad 1 eon street, the 
high school, Longfellow and Lincoln 
rcnools the new arrangement to take 
effect this morning. 

Air. Fairchild aafd: 

"We call upon all parents and clll- 
iena to glva the school a their assls- 
lance and co-operation in the present 
emergency. Roma will be seriously 
Inconvenienced by the school hour* 
fcnd the distance children have to 
travel. It la .believed the new ar¬ 
rangement will serve the interests of 

plan c * ,U ‘ lr,:!n h#Uer than any other 

‘‘V* lf,n K session for the young 
chilli ret, will bo broken by real, play 

iTArE** M0 l * ,Ut they will Buffer 

The now schedule follows: 

2 - a - *• " nrt Bn °f the n«n« 

Mlmol will report at tpe Mtullaon build. 

rn ’™ **•«/• m - to <30 P m . carl, 

. * > . 1t,M children Who are now reels,. 
Icrcd m the Madison building will nt- 
tcnil school there from 8.30 n. in., to 
JJ.Ij p. m„ each day. 

Qratfa SA will meet In room 3 and 
Kriiilu ti W ||| nicety in room ll of tho 

* r *rn C,l ° 01 CBCb U * y rron * 1 P- m -. to 

Ijradc CB and the ungraded room 
will meet in the Longfellow building 
rurh diiy from 12.4E p m., to (.50 p. m. 

Orado 7 will have regular school 
hour., ut die Lincoln building. 


11 
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METHODIST CHURCH 
ON WEST STREET IS 
RUINED JY^ FLAMES 

Fire Breaks Out at an Early 
Hour This Morning, But 
Edifice Is Doomed. 


STARTS IN A HORSESHED 


Weather So Cold Water FFeez¬ 
es as It Strikes Building; 
Fireman Is Overcome. 

m 


1 At 2,30 o’clock this mom- 
injgf tho Methodist church on 
West’ street was a seething 
caldron of smoke-enveloped 
flames facing what' appeared 
to bo certain destruction. 

Tho rear L of the old edifice 
had already been sacrificed 
and tho ancient wooden hone* 
shed at tho * extreme back of 
tho property, whero the fire 
originated/was a charred ruin. 

From tho tower on the Went street 
side of tho edifice clouds of Inky-black, 
choking smoke swirled In groat yoI* 
umo and from open doors and broken 
windows scorching tongues iof flame 
leapt with their message of Vuln. 

Two Motor Vehicles Destroyed, 
Throe horses were taken from tho , 
burning stable early In tho Are and 
two automobiles, a truck and a tour¬ 
ing car which were housed there were 
reduced to ashes. 

Adjoining buildings, frame bonnes, 
were in momentary danger of Igniting 
but absence of wind made th* task 
of preventing a spread of the conflag¬ 
ration more hlraple* r 

Water From Hose Freezes* 

It was cold and raw, so cold that 
water from the many lines of hose 
which Were used to light tho flames. 
tram to buildings and tire men an it 
struck, coating everything with a 
thin layer of treacherous len* 

I The Arc wan discovered at about 
j 1:ItO o'clock In thu old hor*e shed, 
f At Prat It wa« believed that ft 
might bit roftflned to that building, 
hut \i swept with Incredible rapidity 
through tho dry, frame structure and 
seized upon tho rear wing of the 
church* 

Almost Inrianlly tills I, was wrat^ 
p*ul In flame* and the main auditor- 
luin bclchecL forth cloud* of smoke* 
Firemen Save Other Property, 
KndeRVfiru of lire men were concent 
i rated then upon trying to save lb a 
building and surroundtng property. 

, Thn church Is tho center of & denser 
Jy populated district and only a few 
hundred yards from ili»i Rutland Free 
library. Hurdllt Brother a, C. H. Lan- 
dun and company. The Hotel Hamilton, 
th#- Now York nothing company and 
a number of dwellings, 

Fast nr the church, across a drive* 
way stands the lionln of Charts If. 
Barber which was hidden from rlow 
throughout tho Urn by tho heavy 

Biimkii, 

Hack nf tho doomed erJIftrn and fm> 
lug on Finn Mr*mf la the house o! 
George J* McMaster, claim agent of 
l bn Kill land railroad and Umo and 
a guilt It appeared icrraln the flro 
would rnmniunlnitn Itself to his slmd 
.uni barn which flank a tho church pro¬ 
perly. 



Held Basketball Game. 

Nothing could bo learned this 
morning about tho probable amount 
of (ho loss nor the cause of tho flro 
alt hough ll was understood that a 
basketball game was held last night 
In i ho room at the back of the church. 

This portion of tho church was of 
wood with n Mato roof. The main 
part or tho building was of brick with 
gray Mono trimmings* Tho Are at- 
lahif'd a secure hold on the wooden 
portion* of tho structure and, eating 
Its way Inside fed upon pewit and all 
Inflammable material* 

AM Apparatus In Action. 

' Every bit of available fire-fighting 
apparatus was called Into pUy but 
firemen seemed able to make little 
headway against tho masterful flames. 
Thn Udder truck was summoned to 
the flro and all possible hose was told 
In it desperate attempt to turn tho 
tide of battle. 

When the flro was at Its height ft 
call fireman was overcome by tho 
dense smoko* Ho was restored to 
consciousness within a short time 
and It la believed he will Buffer no 111 
efTecls, 

The church property has been for 
wale for some time and the church 
society has made plana for building 
a new church as soon as possible, 


i 


LOSS TO METHODISTS 
FROM CHURCH El 

WILL REACH WOO 

- % 



Difference of Opinion na l<> 
"Whero Blnzo Started; No 
Rebuilding IMnnn Ynl^ 


INSURANCE IS $20,500 


Twg widely divergent opinions un in 
tho htnrllug piano f f thu thu ©hi■) 
curly yesterday morning » 

Methodist church on West ^trf with 
|U loss of approximately 140,000 *<-n 

itdvunt iui yr-aturday by r#frt« in is of ib#> 
i\rti Uw'partuirut ehiu by prom In* n( 
membr-rrt of Mm churrh tuner traMo** 

ll first auermd ihnf !bu lb## *f«rN I 
III ih<t hurst-abed at Ihu tour of i 1 
Hiurch prtiprrliy, whhh mIm* # #> 
wHUH'd Im y flame* and 114 * h Mm \ 

1 stilll h**ld by Mirlwln ru f, fiib* r* *»f m< 

; congregallou, umong vli*'in f harp 
W. Hp*ru;iT, onu of l tin v, 

tfpt*Ni <*r Stat*'4 fa a evening lh*t Mm 

w »a no incut lug In Mm t hurt h W*dM * 
day evening except uno of u cornmo 
r to<- nf adults. They had tm lire of any 
kind ho nnipbsj-U^d, 

An aliHfdutfdy opnsHo vie* lit h* ! 1 
I t>y Hrn Chief A M KoTtonnkl, iu 
i yeai^niay staled ** uu belief u M t u*« 
ilru started lu Mm rear of Mm 1 Inm h 
above a g«* htovu whkh si 111 Maird 
In thu Sunday echoed room Aficr in 
V f, slhrittIon, ho said, bo found I bn wood 
of thu rear wall of thu f-hurrh building 
charred on I U* Inwl/Jo w|icm «iii on llu , 
UUtaidu nf Ibn vail darnaw^ -am , ray 
ed onlv whern iho flames hud Mflc^d j 
through thn era^ka l la m**K wi-ro h f * u i 
making thnfr hjo nod *t flu Mp*if n 
(bn rear rjf (hn rhtir< If building 
Itremcn arrived nn ihn h* tmo* ho »*m 
phailt atfy ataMyk 

Tho view nf Chft-f Kolfnrirtkl l* *h«r 
^d by Mayor Jam* a M. lumn uud f^m 
nilrtrtifim-r of Public Hafi ly Kr* fl * 
ftuburtng wlui warn on tho Menu diir 
lug Urn fight will* thn flauie* 

I Inspected thn Interior t*f ibo building 
nftor inoftl c*f tho smoko hud t b-are»| 
ttwsy 11 nd all Hnn w b ti rd Mm bl ,w 
w.iiu the niiljorj gleam of *Jylng cniboi 


To U»e Community Home 

I At S meet I rig of H*;V Hr. Ucor*r.- I 
lTi*:o, paatnr Of Mm rhuruft, w|(b ,1 

i lium tier or Mm tmm Imra of the rnrign 
gar Ion ycslyrday afiernonn, Jt rb 
elded to conduct wejvlimn nezt Muuday 
in tjm Community huu*r 
Thn damage inn U llttlo more Mian 
half covered by tohurancr. Jt wan Wm 
1 rd. ] bo diiirr-hiund it* c^>nteni^t vrefi* 

Insured for Hif; 1 onlf-iMa, alnu*, 1 

i havo been Inmrfd for^ahoUl ISflUh 
] Tim IfihH nf Spenror, vbo b n* 1 

cd h|rc*lH on (Ijo church property for, 

,Horugo purposes. Is I$04 n hove in 
IjJqMiranre. bo hided. 

I . I'laiiH for rebuilding wilt nut he con 
| Mdercd uni|1 after the arrival of In 
I mi ran co adjUMcr* and Mm rottipft^lon 
'of lliHi- uork. It wan irnlbtaied, f 
# ‘BI|jb M AUtc Hampers Men, 

, A f,t*it'Mmt 1 111 r - rforeil t onHdci iiUh 
1 willp IjjeIHIdi; Min fire ate] nurd'* r 
nlinual lutpurialble to illroid a >.lrfo*m of 
vAafer ai the heart of the flamo ,1 vw, 
lhal tune I nf Mm fife In rim main f*r M | 

I of Mm rhirri’h Vi;** ronflFH d (o a J blind j 
j attic luitttoen rlio roof and I ho ndl 
^ Inc, If h explain or I by (ifllrlaJji of Me i 
lire »b partniear. 

\n l(irl*‘ mure Mom a miliipo .if'e* ! 
the 1,mi alarm Miumb-d. tw M»u k - * 
were at tin- |,< f n*’ of Hi* 1dl*/m M ini one r] 
stream had lieen itlroi-md Mavtft>*1 Me- ! 
burning build lot; SborMy aff *r Md- 
iVo,other Him?* nf liOan w*-ro In opera 
Mon'and a few momentn |nt*»r the inn u 
from Kt.stlon J ui ib** r orm r **f i t na 1 
and Xtukft at Kelt Mr* of Jmd u rr| vr-f| #.ti 
Mm Ju i-ni- 




In about live mitititea um>r I hr hr 
nidi arrived Mm- mof tro Mi# t< n * ud 
of t be chu m b * >dbi|M * d a nd 1 ti# t # v. * / # 
dint all * r Yphirtjtjii.i, * am »*d by u * 

' 1 * y water (omlng In f n»fa#f ^Hb m- 

; boarewl air p* fined under Met ro *r 

j Willi Ml*- rtf'll, I If: rblmnoy at Mi* m n 
f h Mm| * bur# Ii idling* *1 tnio fje 
cauldron of Miiru*v 

Flio fiij-f f’d (1 „ V'i,y Mir»fiiyli M>« 
on Mo wesb ru H#jo *,f 1 f M Hotm 
and menaced im- of VVJM, mi v 

A AnJnii iti JHm W* 1 rMrtt l« ... i ban 
in feel away, bur y,** flfinM/ dm* n 
■ hack itff * r a *l'--,pr-Mifo 

No| bmg ,*ff( * M**t iiI#11 e r*. if t t , * t 
Mm main body of (he c bun b tidUp*.* ■< 
*m Ir h Mipporls burrje*| n*ny t Mm Nd* 
of the Inn Mu turned In favor #d th* 
flrti-fjghiers and at ahout f P t/effmk In 
M10 morning thu worsf of thn Idaze bud 
been subdued, 

A trtick «nd a touring r*r, thn 
property of Victor KouUouIkolK mill 
rlnalcr, |if Ik4 VVcuf rtlreef, w#n# badly 
damaged by flro. They were * Pored In 
a Hhcd tt thu rear of Mm church The 
truck was covered by Irisuran* n, 

Thrc<j horses also domiciled j ri »ue 
shod were renrucd by the Individual 
work of Cipt, If. Ml one, In ebargo 
of- tUatk>n 2 . 

Churches Express dympathy. 
Officials or Min Ha[»t 1st and f'onrre- 
KHtlona j churches yesterday extend nd 
to the 'Methodlrt« um of fbelr build 
Ings fo| purpoaea of worship bemuse 
of th© Are. 


Close upon the heels nf this Invlis 
Hon the HaptlstZ Young I’ftoplu'ji Fnion 
met at thu If apt 1st rhrch last night and 
adopted a resolution invlMng th© 
worth league of the Methodist ehur# h 
to hold union Sunday evening fnent^ 
Ingi at ih© RapMat church, Th* 
-resolution offers thn privilege of nb 
t^mating league with young peopled 
topics and leaders from Sunday in 
, Sunday* 

/The resolutloa extends sympathy to 
the Epworih lea|ue on tho loan of Miu 
1 church. 
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JANUARY 16, 1925 


OCTOBER 10, 1925 


/ .5 I * '• 


110,000 FIRE AT BATTLE WITH FLAMES 
-VERMONT GARAGEi 
GESTROYS 9 CARS 


TO PROTECT INVALIDS 


POT GOBELIN FI 
LOSS AT 


JPIilr 30, 1925. 



n wl u*>, (l«t Building on River 
Slivit. Burning Motorcycle 
aid Stoml Autos. 

BOY SOUNDS ALARM 

B f. I5iijgf‘ j 1 \YnIter Xoycs, 
j’ 0, Eddy, I*. C. Slurtcvant 
Lose Machines in Blazo. 




Hn* w Utcu wnA dlucovewd about U 

U*l night tii tiro Hivef *trr< t 

jiW 

I^comrAtiy gflRclals at |1 g/j0o mid 


i f tho Vermont (la rage COM- 
UU '. Inflicted damage estimate 
|r t*>inp< 

retnf j tilin' auioroobtteii and a motor 
f rcJc m addition to gutting tho butld- 

Apr 

£uniBf? from a cause which could 
t *t be a>certmin«»l or explained lant 
r^bt the flames Imd gained conBld*r 
Ibu headway and were eating thvlr 
through the roof when (Iranian 
mchrd the Krtimn. so'a few minute* 
Arr<- streams witai being directed at 
tSf heart of the blare and within nn 
Sour th* fire whs under control. In 
half hour the flume* had been 

fiU&fiUlbhrd. 

Beys Diacover Fire, 
tni.mc ih'* nr*t to uotlCo Ihn «»•"*» 
,,t » number of bo>» i>l*y"U! ,h ' 5 
»,trtborhooil and of Jun "‘“ 

., l4 rt, 0 ..f Kllltneum »m««o «>•» >" 
ri'inn»«Lal l'" n,l, S 1,1 ,h, T I* 1 *™ 1 "1 
IU k at iho corner of River —' 
,. Ii: n r ,trec»H. 

oUrm nlioul »n 

# t>,r Ih- KJir.iue bad been < lowed t' ,r 

'^loilvM'wU "ho ruITercrt '*>■*« 
lS SS! thoVnlrttcilnn of .h-ir 

'T oilier iiroi>'-riy Ineludul 
£vm<m.1 r UrirtMK. local ' «»;>»■'’ 
urtt; Walter M>>ch uf V . i.. 

!f, n «e. Freeman O. Eddy. "hop ,, ‘ r ' ‘ 

tua of th» O»to sale* C °T? imrdove 
Tiul C. Sturtevaat. another emt' - 

the w*r«B*» eompany. M d / T1 lr 
lit owner of the motorcycle. T ‘ >r 
te* as well US that «t Iho company, 
nk put laity covered hy In-urance. U 

T A new wins which \'f J"« 
rile,! to the f a raise and whkh *on 
ulDud a nuroWir «f Fal«e. c '' e ' r ** 1 * 
Z Jewett aalomohllea. for which ho 
"Joratlon Is a sales *%*'*• 
tirm-d Uy the names, the »M«»*•" * 
, onestory lll« and <»UT.i*= Urw 

hire. - 

Can’t 


and 

hour 


Fire in Coal Shod Near Hospi¬ 
tal Keeps Rutland Force 
Busy for Hours. 


^our Cara Are Badly Damaged 
When Flames Gut Rutland 
Service Station, 




um Determine Demmes 
Is was -mud lastnlKht llo*' twtm - 
b* difficult to- ascot » > h ' 

, ton at or dattiBKO don.i - Ur «.■ * 

piles, »nd other Hrc,-*rorl-« 

th- hullditut la srcai'T smoujii ' 

' hfl tovenlory *»l ** j '• 

t,iu f had lust bc-n crnpl-tcd /• 

*< "wlUrvrr Ik president and nmn 
astr ot the forporatlon. CJoota" l J * ‘ 
.-A »crf*t»n" ■ireaaurnr. and Fr--m->i 
u KMy t ibop ftfrf.-man, Onn nf thn 
heaviest stochholdsm of Jlm 

the Brin of Heather A Onthrln t« 
\V«t Taw let- * 


With almost 10fi pick and help tens 
patients lying In their bgd> 1 ch» thrift 
1W) feet nway f to earn for whom in 
on so of emerge!tey two amhultinciee 
were parked with nmtorsi ninnlug, a 
force of H5 ftrenum hurtled /urlonsl y 
for two bourn Inst nli'ht wjlli rtub- 
born flames In tho wooden etructuro 
housing the heating piling laundry and 
coal shod of tho Rutland honp1tu1 and 
ftucreeded In saving the main portion 
of the hullding and the hollers and 
laundering machinery. 

Flames canned hy spontaneous com¬ 
bustion apread rapidly In the more 
than 100 ton* pf soft coal stored In 
the sheds and the ilremen dared not 
flood the burning fuel because of the 
danger of an explosion, far-reaching 
in its effect*. 

Keep Heater Going, 
Throughout tho fire the heater in 
the building was kept going because 
of the necessity of heating the crowd¬ 
ed hospital and this was an added 
source of danger to fire fighter* and 
the score* of Invalid* whom they 
atm re to protect 

When the firemen reached tho hoe 
pi Lai at 10 o'clock in r*+HpoDa6 to an 
alarm from box 21 they found the big 
shed near the institution biasing fur- 
lously with tho flames rapidly spread-} 
log to the roofs of outhouses and ad¬ 
jacent building*. 

Call Special Men, 

A second alarm was sounded call¬ 
ing aO special men who took their 
place* with the regulars in an effort i 
to save the hnspltaf^and Its Inmates 
from destruction* 

The w ater preanurc was exceedingly I 
low and at flrrt It was found to be 1 
almost impossible to rnako headway 
against the devouring flame* which i 
were consuming the roof and walls I 
of the edifice. To aid In this dilemma | 
two high pressure phmpe were called 
Into play end soon gallon* of water 
were being poured into tho building 
from four lines of hose. 

Firemen were at the hospital long 
after midnight watching to see that 
the flame* did not spring Into new 
life In the heart of the mountain* of 
coal' which were heated during the 
fire. 1 k 

Lose Not Determined. 

No estimate of the loss could be 
made a* the full extent Of the damage 
oould not be determined until day* 
Ughtj when it was planned to make 
a thorough investigation. 

U Is believed the loss will amount 
to hundreds of dollars, however, 
Tho fire started in the place where 
ono was extinguished hy firemen Sat* 
tirday afternoon. Fire Chief A. H. 
Koltonakt stated last night be Is cer* 
| tain the flames were caused hy an 
entirely new combustion because all 
the coal in the abed was a bo veiled 
over after Saturday's fire, one side 
of the building even being torn down 
to get at coal Inaccessible from the 
door. 


A lost estimated at *10,000, a por¬ 
tion of which Is covered by Insurance, 
was sustained by the Gosselln Bales 
A Service station, 158 North Main 
street, when the interior of the gsrago 
and four cara were badly ddmuged by 
fire which was discovered about G 
o'cl pel yesterday morning* 

call for the fire department was 
sent n by telephone and at G:Gfi 
o'clock a general alarm was rung In 
from Box 26, Trucks from both sta¬ 
tions responded to the call and eoon 
two lines of hoao were pouring 
streams of water Into the flaming 
buildl ig. It waa necessary to attach 
the pump to one of the Sines of hose. 

Tht fire had been burning for some 
time before It was discovered nnd^tho 
alarm sent In, _ 

The c&tnio of tbo fire ho* not been 
determined. 



E 

STATION TATES EIRE; 



r t ‘ * A*f 

F!h E DESTROYS 
TENEMENT AT 
LOSS OF $2000 


Lincoln Iron Works Building 
on State Street Is Razed 
in Early Mb ruing. 


A tenement at 12S Stale street, own- 
,ed by -he Lincoln Iron Work* and oo 
cupled by Cecil Mait!*on. Mrs. Hobo 
' fraud*11, and Reuben S, Barrett* waa 
| destroyed by fire early yesterday 
morning at an approximate loss of 
*2000 

The crackling of the flame* awoke 
Mr, Maltison shortly before 3.10 ofclock 
yesterday morning and he tetepboned 
to the fire deportment Firemen 
bar led with the fire for about two 
hour* but could not have tbo building. 
It wan uecc**ary to send hack for 
I he ladder truck after the fire trucks 
l ed reached the sceno of the fire, for 
the ladders they carried were not long 
enough to reach the top or tho build¬ 
ing where ihc flame* w-oro blaxlng 
most furiously. Two lino* of hose were 
brought into play. 

An alarm whk turned m from Box 
IK at I ho corner nf Pine and State 
streets to which trucks from both sta¬ 
tions responded* 

James CockIIn, i rail fireman sus¬ 
tained a severely bruised left leg si 
ha was riding on the ladder truck 
when his leg was pinched between the 
truck and one of the ladders on the 
fire truck which was drawing the Ud¬ 
der apparatus to the fire. He was 
a tended by Dr, D, J, Carroll, 


Fire, the origin of which is 
belinvcd to have been incoti- 
diary, menaced Newman 1 s auto 
service station on Chaplin uvi- 
nuo early this morning, hut 
was ouickly extinguished be¬ 
fore tne flames could reach the 
automobiles and stores of gas¬ 
oline and oil in tho building. 

Two lines of liosp wore play¬ 
ing into the loFt of tho struc¬ 
ture, where the fire started, 
soon after tho firemen arrived. 
Homo accessories that were 
stored in that part of the build 
ing were slightly damaged by 
smoke and water, but ail cars 
on the main floor were removed 
from tbo reach of the flames, 
Tho loss in tho damage to the 
building^ mostly in tho ceiling 
of tho main floor and tho roof* 
is partially covered by insur- 

Ths fire was discovered xbotH 1 
o’clock by R, T. Brown, wboae hbuie 
adjoins the garage. He *melt Woke, 
investtgaled and heard the crackling 
oil flames, and communicated with 
Mrs. Fordyca A. Wisell, who turned 
In the alarm from Box 84 a trass the 
street from the Newman building. 

The fact that a man was seen by 
persona in the neighborhood to drive 
up in front of the garage about 12:30 
o’clock before the Are started has led 
to the suspicion that the origin of the 
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Notice 


We are ^lad to announce to the 
public, our customers and friends, that 
there will he 

No Interruption In the 
Conduct of Our 
Business 

t 

owing to the fire in our building yes¬ 
terday morning. 

\ * 

Store will be open as usual and all 

orders will be promptly filled in our 

* * 

Wholesale, Retail, Printing and Bind¬ 
ing Departments. 

The Tuttle Co. 

* 

Established 1832 


LOSS III TUTTLE FI 
ML EXCEED 512,000 

Smoke and Water Cause Bulk 
of Dumape on 3 Floors 
of Stationery Store. 
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Kire starting fmm tn unexplained [ 
ctuiftO In dio roar of the biftemnoi of, 
thfl Tutlla company storo on Con ter 
Htroet early yesterday morning dam- 1 
add the stock In the basement and! 
trio lirst two floors with smoke and 
rmisei! considerable loss fnMn fin md 
water in the basement and first floor. 
When Interviewed yesterday by a' 
Herald reporter. Kalian. C. Tuttle, 
president of tSin Tutth* company, said 
U u a * Impossible to make an estb 
innte of i ho lost* caused In thu store 
by ihi> flames. He said, however, that 
he Ikdlnved mom damage had been 
dmio than that caused by a previous 
fire lu*t Miring hi which the loa* was 
morn than $12,000. 

Policeman Discover* Fire, 

The fire was discovered by Poll re 
Ohirrr William Vemdt-Ufj, who no* 

from Urn opimelUi side of f!en 
l *r about <7:16 o'clock yener- 

day morning that the from windows 
nf the More were streaked as If from 
wafrr flowing down from the second 
floor. Ho entered tho vestibule of the 
build lug to the right of the manioc* 
to the store, . smelled smoke, amt 
, turned in a fire alarm from Bos 47 at 
■ the comer of Centor street and Mer¬ 
chants How. 

All three flro trucks responded lo 
tho alarm. Windows in tho basement 
of tho store almost level with the 
street were broken In and the flm 
ino of boso wan gotten Into the build* 
Jug through one of those openings, 
.subsequent Investigation discovered 
tho flm to be In the roar of the base* 
m-nt 10 which access was gained 
Hi rough the doors ut the end of the 
atom driveway leading from Willow 
etrvet behind tho store. The flames 
wi-ro fought by two streams directed 
fmru tho hark of the building and 11 
Hot Found necessary (o use the 
flrtd ho»c Introduced Into tho front of 
the basem cut. 






Smoke Hamper* Flremtn, 

At the height of the fire the first 
fhre* floor* of the building And the 
| WL,r « *0 filled with amok* 

that no one could stay In the struc- 
lure for any length of time and live. 

of the rear of thu basement and 
imoh of th" paper and other stork In 
that part of the building worn badly, 
damag.'il by tire, smoke and water. 1 
The flame* an undermined tho akv- 
liKlit of Inch-thick plate glass, which 
J furnished light to the basement* 
(hnkigh the floor of the More office, I 
thnlMhe glasH collapsed a* soon as 
weight was put upon It and had to he 
replaced with u temporary wooden j 
flooring. 

All uf tho light and telephone wires 
Ui the mu hi store building Wine put out \ 
" f **o»imt*stni| by y)(n rile bui flu? 
thm.es did iic.iL spread to the rear add! 
Mi*n vs lilt it waa used an u i? to rehouse. 

Kxcppt for the floor of the off In i 
* ml other parts uf tho r nr r.f the ftrr*r < 
fbu»r there was no damage tilt iJu; flrM j 
three fU hii a aNivu ihi* biiaement except 
from smoke 

A Two-Hour Battle, 

The fire department found It n*<m 
e»ry to proas the book and ladder truck 
f nu, 'I'rvii-e to aid Nv opening windows 
*'» tlu ‘ ftr»i three floor* of the at urn 
u» order to Jet nut the smoke. The 
tdaxu was kotirn under control afN*r 
abmit t^o hour# of work under slvnoai 
unllvrtble condition* due to the thick 
smoke and great heat and the recall 
waa sonrnted m about 5 o'clock ye* 
lonlny morning. 

1 Workmen wero busy all day yoni^r- 
day reps I ring tho dstuags of the build* + 
ing and tho store will bu open for 
buslnenji ns usual today, Mr. Tuttle I 
huI d. The entire structure, he added, 
wa rt I nan red for llo.Ofm and It* con¬ 
tents for about $ ifi.iioo. Inventor!** , 
mu*t be compluted before midnight to- 
;niom*w to present to flro Insurants J 
adjustor* who are expected to arrive 
tomorrow or Wed need* 
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FUSES GUT REAR OF 



E 


Loss of Approximately $6000 
Caused by Fire, Origin of 
Which Is Unknown. 


estimated at approximately 
IGGIKI wm caused by a flee which was 
discovered about 2 o'clock yesterday 
morning In a bouse At £6 Church 
UrMt, owned by H, E. Bernard of Z**m 
afreet and occupied by John I^qui. 

Th* fire waa discovered by Lrr. D. J* 
Carroll, who* a hitmi* ia local* d at £0 
church at reel. He smelled smoke and 
tide phoned fire department hi-adq car¬ 
ters. When the firemen arrived on 
the scene they found flames and 
rtneke pour luff from the cellar win¬ 
dows of the Panina house and from 
under the cave*. An alarm was *emi 
*«ut from Box 41 at the corner of West 
Mid Church afreets. bringing the full 
^iiilpment or the three trucks of the 
rti iutrlTnenl Into actinn. 

Riffling nmld thick clou da of 
fcmokc. for the blaze had evidently 
lien pohii; some time before it wa* 
’ItMin crcd, tlie firemen carried three 
tine* of hose into the burning build¬ 
ing mid after a three-hour fight ruc- 
m d-d la getting the flames under 
u utroj, 

Plank Hire, call fireman, was tem¬ 
porarily overcome by smoke* but 
quick*)* recovered. 

Tho cause of the fire Is as yet un- 
dhcov^red. It is believed, however, 
that the flaftes started in the base¬ 
ment amt worked their way up 
through the, partitions of the wooden 
building to the roof. The rear end of 
the structure was badly gutted and 
the front end of the second story 
■timewhat damaged by the flames, it 
Is estimated that the loss to the own¬ 
er of the building nnd to Pantas who 
occupied St will be about fGOtiO, the 
greater part of this amount taking in 
the damage to .the house. 


f Z j 



30 VALUABLE DOGS 
ARE SUFFOCATED IN 
NDRTD STREET FIRE 


Dr. Famsw ort 1V s U aragii 
Burns and Smoke Fills 
boganbrac Kennels 
Few Feet Awav. 


TWO AUTOS RUINED 


i 



A'liuul 3o valuable pctli-j 
greed di»$js lost their lives 
litrouu,h aufTorntion mul two 
autos were duiua^od by tire it 
tit*l ftitiroly ruined when the 
pirate of Dr. A. \V. Fanis-, 
worth at 2 f > North street wentj 
up in (lames shortly before 
midnight lust iii^ht, i.miitinj?' 
ami tilling with smoke the J,o- 
yanbrae Seuleli terrier kennels 
u few feet away, also owned 
by Dr. Farnsworth. 

Tm firemen worked again*l great 
odd in the Intense cold and water 
which they threw on the blazing strut:- 
tun: Troze almost a* It struck—froze to 
tin* firo fight era 1 coats, boot a and hel- 
mcU and formed small icy pond* in 
w] fell men worked in their efforts to 
aavc the helpless dogs from destruc¬ 
tion, « 

When the firemen were summoned 
about 11 o'clock by an alarm turned 
in from Itoi 25 at the comer of North 
and North Mailt streets the karitg* wan 
u mass of flanum as the fire had gain¬ 
ed a considerable atari before it was 
discovered. 

Try to Extricate Doga. 

Neighbors labored with I>r. Fame* 
worth and his two aims Dan and Arthur 
In an effort to extricate the more than 
5d Scotch terriers hi the kennels next 
to the doomed building but none of the 
crowd was able to produce a flashlight 
or a lantern and moat of the doga were 
In the top floor of the kennel*, a two- 
story building which was filled with 
smoke. 

They finally succeeded *r carrying 
out about 15 of the dogs, mostly pup¬ 
pies and a few mature females, The ah 
were taken into the kitchen of the 
Farnsworth home. 

Work l n 2ero We a the** 

In spite of the almost zero weather 
the work »f fighting the fire went on 
with unabated vigor and a law crowd 
gathered to watch and spur the work¬ 
ers t>n deaplte tho llteium it the 
hour. 
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soda Spa stock is damaged 

BY SMOKE WHEN OAS EXPLODES 


V*- 


I 


Basement Becomes Filled With Flames When 
Thomas Boretos, Employe, Lights Bit of | 
. Paper in Furnace; Has Narrow Escape. 

tx>ia eitlmaled at 15000, due Urjely j lights had son# out. band(c#ppins th# 
to smoke, was caused by a fire^ortfl- j firemen to some extent. The men who 
natlng from exploding cosl gas In the were In the building say that they 
basement of the Rutland Soda Spa,* 15 heard smaller explosions after the 
Center street, early yesterday mom- first* for which they have no exptana- 
Ing, which called out all hf the appar- Mon unless It was the bursting of the 
attis from Stations 1 and 2. Because heating system. 


the Are was located in the heart of the 
business district a large crowd of spec¬ 
tators quickly assembled. 

The basement was all In flames and 


1 

j 

e i 


A large tank of ammonia, part of 
the automatic refHgqrating system 
used In the making and keeping of 
ice cream was located In the base- 
the fire had begun to eat through the meat* end had the fire not been con- 
floor when Ui© trucks arrived and It trolled early, there Is little doubt but 
took the firemen two hours te ex- that tbe tank*would have burst from 
linguist! the last spark. Tho*damage the heat. The receptacle ^ss In the 
results from the smoke that filled the 1 part of the basement toward the street 
building and filtered through into the and the fire started and reached its 
F, U Center store adjoining ok the ( height in the rear where the furnace 
east and even Into the Tuttle \toro was located. 


Stock la Damaged. 

A large quantity of goods stored In 
the basement was ruined by fire and 
ater. The beams under the rear of 


which is located in the next building | 
on the west, „ 1 V 

Thomas Boretos Burned, \ j 
An explosion that shook tho bidrU-j 

tag and knocked tho chairs Trom'lhe ^ie store at the point where tho fire 
tables where they were placed for The/hurted are burned no that they will 
night was the first iniltnatioa of] have to be replaced a* will ft conalder- 
rtanger to the employes wITh were clos- able section of the floor. Basement 
lug the soda emporium for^the night. t windows and a door in the rear were 
Thomas Bore (ns, one of the^mpIqy^arT broken by the firemen to gain an en- 
had gone to the hgsemant, |»di wish- trance for tbe hose lines and it was 
inf to light a cigarette, optmpft tbtffur- necessary to chop a hole In the floor 
mice door and held a piece pjiper | of the store for the same purpose, Tho 
to (he flame. The Instant thighs took 


the blazing paper from the furnace, 
gas which filled the basement ex¬ 
ploded, burning one arm and singeing 
his hair and eyebrows. ir \ 

The flames and sVnoke alr&dy had 
cut off his retreat by way of Urn stairs 
In the rear and he made his 
iho nick of Hmo by a trap 
ing behind the soda fount&l 
The telephone had been 
order by (he explosion and 
matter of 10 or 15 minutes 
alarm was rung in from a 


stock of perishable goods, mainly, 
randy, on the shelves nod In the cases 
is damaged somewhat by tho smoke. : 

George L, Pappas, tho proprietor of 
the Spa* was In Springfield, Mass., on 
business/He was notified yesterday' 
and will return Immediately to super- - 
vise the work of restoring the prop* j 
ortjr, Mr, Pappas had been planning 
j extensive alterations to bo undertaken 

out of after the holidays, and It Is probable 
Was m | that be will finish this wdrk before re- 
fora an opening for business. The loss was 
itL' tho | largely covered by insurance, Etta M* 


nfie In 

open- 


street. Before the trucks arrtvjn the I Fenn owns the building. 
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Blaze in Mattresses in Base¬ 
ment Causes Much Smoke; 
Loss Is $500* 


In smoke so ttaim it was impossible J 
to see two feet uway, the Hutlaad file 1 
department by rapid work extinguish- N 
ud what might have developed into it I 
serious fire In the basement of Cat I 
Swyer's mmltare store on West str« i' »I 
; about 7.30 o'clock la«t night. By ontai- ,1 
Stag that the fire he put out uitnl 
j chemicals Instead of water Chief A. I 
j H. Koltonskt prevented water damage 0 
j ami kept the loss down to an oat Smut* 1 
led 3500 which Is fully covered by in- I 
| suranee* * 

A telephone call at 7’24 followed by I 
:i general alarm from l>ox. 43, rung hi 
I by Officer Burt Murphy brought the , 

1 firo department to the store which ab 
B ready was filled with smoke. Ry open* I 
j tag all possible doors and windows I 
1 the building Kns sexm ventilated, hut j 
) smoke, however, kept rising from the ' 
cellar anil escaping through the up-jl 
stairs windows. 

The fire centered in a pile of mat- I 
.tresses In one side of the basementf 
■nd by iho use of a 40-gallon chemical | 
tank it wa« kept from spreading toj 
a large stock of new furniture stored : 
do w-natal rs t 

Though no definite cause for the fire 
has yet been discovered, it is believed) 
the flames originated from a lighted] 
cigarette stub accidental!/dropped on! 
the pile of mattresses. The building I 
was closed for the night at 6 o’clock 
by one of the salesmen* Mr. Swyerj 
having left for homo sometime pre 
Ylous, 

The structure Is fireproof, being . 
made of tile. There are no hollow 
: partitions through whldh flume rmiMj 
spread. All three floors of thu build 
| ing were stored with furniture. 


?/ * U 4 L 7 


Fireplace Cause of 
Kingsley Court Blaze 


A dcf<H Uve preplan* wus tlm raum* 
of a IWi* which broke mu In a lititirt** 
on Ktagnlcy Court ncctiptad by Cb 
ih Ktftitoglou >csrnr*l iy morning [ 
5:30 o'clock. Ouo truck answered 
telephone alarm, the firemen ringing 
Lho box when they arrived. Two morn 
trucks and Ladder No- I went on the i 
second alarm. 

The fire was In a partition of the 
first finor. It w&b rxitagdUh^d with 
chemical. alKuit f *00 being the estb 
mated damage. 


OCTOBER 22, 1D26. 


MEAT IS SHED III - 


Blaze in One of Nest of 
Wooden Buildings Is 
Quickly Subdued. 


Fire originating ta the basement of 
an old fra mo building on West street, 
occupied by the City Cash Market, last 
night gave thu fire department a bu*y "j 
j half-hour shortly after 6:30 o’clock. I 
| There was no loss on the building by I 
. fire, but a large quantity of meat | 
] tiored In the refrigtraftag room* was I 
1 damaged by the smoko and water I 
which poured upon it. 

The cauac of the blaze fs not definite- I 
ly known, but the firemen wi re of the 
opinion that a carctaasly thrown cigar- j 
ette stub might have been rcuponathta I 
j There w an no fire in thu fuVuacu or j 
| any hot ashes about fhe prrmihes. 

The flames were confined to mi flrr- I 
I cumulation of boxes and rubbish In the J 
i basement and did not spread in the 1 
surrounding woodwork and floor Urn-, 
hers, Boca use uf the fear that the, J 
fire had (rained access to Jhe parti* J 
lions the firemen ripped off several 
boards above the all Is but found that, 
there was no Indication or X blaze be- J 
tween the walls. 

Her belt IX Hudson, munuger of fbt 
market, could not give last night nn 
|j>MDoatc of th*> damage done. It in 
likely Unit a large quantity of mnat 
Is ruined ss well as butter and lard 
which were stored In tho refrigerator,] 

The building stands In one of th< i 
most dangerous sputa In the city a« it 
communicates directty with a rmnibei 
iif wooden structures on West, Willow 
and KdMUt streets. Klnwn cxpn-icScrl 
the,convict Ion last night that the bust 
ness section of .the city would have 
been In serious danger hid Um fames 
not been Immediately controlled. 
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ftzo in Partition 


V'hj* FVom Johnson 
to ^Howard Shop. 


Flromui w^re called out fotilj limes [ 
yeitentaj - , Hire* times to ch mney 
ftrea mn*i >ue& In tho afternoon ip a 
| more s« r mb bis re which caused 
al*out 32 K 0 r oiuag^ In an apartment 
jOn Mercl upl fioM r occupied by Oarer 
< Jnhmon, and In the Howard Electric 
company s on next door. Tha flumes, 

• apparently st injlng In the Johnson 
place, wiirnid 1 iclr way u$ a parti-j 
Hon Into tie title of the mlghliorlng 
building t c :up eq by the Howard store. 
The first blhxe at 8.05 o'clock yes¬ 
terday morning summoned the fire 
fighters to( 14 Library avenue. The 
flM about fi o’clock was cans* 
qefepttyo chimney 123 


nlreqt. Tho flames ' were 
ejtlnku shed in both In 
Wthird trip wa h made to put 
out a chlnney tire about 5 o’clock yes¬ 
terday afjtqrnopn at 151 Woodstock 
avenue. 

All thr 


u :kf answered the alarm 
Idck yesterday afternoon for 


si 1.37 O t|lc>Ck 

: the fire op I.M^rcbanli Row and after 
a stubborn hgU >f more than an hour 
the rUmei yrerp Subdued, 




/ 0 / it / L\* 
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FIREMEN GET 
THREE CALLS 
■ IN ONE DAY 

Keenan Brothers Battery 
Shojt Damaged; Blazes 
in Dump and Flue. 

Tlx- local fire departtncnl «« c*)) , 
<-.1 t'U! throe time* yr-tfonlnv. tino of 
Elhf blarrs at tho ,it v tlumn ' 

on I.hfr .iroot tho c »u*o ot on . 
*l*nn from bo* Srt, Itlvor and tlranaor i 
stroot*, at 7 ortock trot ovrnlnc 
About noon tbo Irurk, j 

mon-d In th- home of Jame* MetUn. | 
nl., lit. Library avenue, the house 
Hat Ins become ruled with ,mnke be- 
i-aiihe cf a >oot.fi)|ed rhltnnev. At I:.Id 
n the morning firemen had an hours ' 
llelti w ith n Male which bntltv dam-' 
arctl the batter;.* ,la 1 Ion and vulranl- 

S n * ,,f Keennn Brothers at U 

fevrljn street. 

I he Kvetvn street hlare won di< I 
rr.trred bv I'olicemnn Font A. IVlsell 

M * y ln an ll *f"i .On ar-.oiint of 
its. te*. frern aalphurif arid In the 
hurninc Imu-rie, and tlenss am.-ke 
frent fhxrrct) rubber the fire tv«, a 
Mml one to rotnbat at first. When thr !' 
mrn cnaeerrd the alarm flames were 
Mmotlns hlah imo t h , s!r frnm , h(1 
«yof of the wooden bulldins and three 
stream.* of «*ie r n rre necessary to 
cuhdtie them. 1 

, 1 -rno T": ° f l,,f> Bf * h *" ™» been 
>1 f.nltely determined as there w«* 

m. one In. the bulldln* at the time 
T.IO atrueture. whirl. Is owned bv 
Jo-ei-h Min tier, tvas badly damped 
cml Keenan Brothers lost the crcafer 
JV'r* «f Ibelr stort. The io„ |» r ,. 

LmMH mi upward* nf JJOOP, partly 
entered by Insurance, 




// //te/ tT 

HAYMOW BLAZE 
GIVES FIREMEN 

LONG BATTLE 

— * 

Spend Three Hours in Sub¬ 
duing Stubborn Fire in T j 
^JI* IV. Bride's Baru. 

Two Calls from the outskirts of the 
city provided a good day's work for 
to© flremea yesterday. In the mornlug 
they eitlngajahed a chimney fire od 
F reeman arcane an< i j D lhe afternoon 
fought a stub born hay fire In a bnm 
belonging to Henry' W, Bride at J 
Strutt on road. 

The latter blare v Blarled about 2 
0 ,fJ. oc ** 11,0 truck# reipondlng to a 
atlll alarm. When (be firemen reached 
the remote dwelling;, almost the last 
house within (be city limits, tbn flames 
were appearing through the roof while 

h„™i b “ y , “f d f trftw lD tUb loft *“* 
burn tag furiously. 

Two tine# of hoae Trom the nearest 
hydrant, run through puntn 2 were 
used and tho progreis of tho ‘a.m 
aulckly checked, H was neeesaaly 
however, to pitch out part of the bay 
and to wet the entire mas# thoroughly 
before leaving tbo premise#. Not until 

siatton** * W lh ° trucka rcla m lo Hie 

.J.L’" ^ hou . ,th ‘ ,he Arc *a« started by 
•b« d J? pUjr,D * * lib moichea al¬ 
though apontaneons eombusilon ab u 
r»a# given as a possible cause. 



























































FHENIM) AUTO FLUI 


JANUARY 21, 3927. 




MARCH 11; 1927. 


Fire of Unknown Origin 
Causes |2000 Loss at 
, ilotoi Supply Station. 


lhunigo *>*Umaied at about I30G0 
mas caused hy a Are which started Id 
\ he workshop of the Fronlor Auto 
Supply company* 100 Cleveland are 
uue, at 6 30 o’clock last BtKhL No 
gutter was la lhe budding At the time, 
the blaze having made considerable 
headway before H was discovered. The 
ciumj of ilie lire has nqt yet been 
determin'd. 

SurUug la the rear of the eHab- 
lijihaient. where a email section ti re¬ 
served far repair work, the flames 
ioou broke through the roof after 
having destroyed a Studebaker coupe, 
siveraJ storage batteries and a Urge 
supply of tool*. Being made of Ule. the 
wallA were not aeriously damaged. 

Firemen arrived just In time to p» 
Tent the blaze from spreading along 
the under side of the roof Into the 
supply room, which was stocked with 
a ,4ns* amount of innammahte ma¬ 
terial, including barrels of lubricating 
oil* Damage to this section wag limit' 
el to that Inflicted by water and 
woke. 

A 3S-mlmite fight was necessary 
!o subdue the flames, the firemen 
. 'aelag hampered by dense clouds of 
Mack, oily smoke. Many spectator! 
appeared upon the scene. In aplte of 
rijx, and automobiles were lined up in 
both directions along Cleveland ave- 
oo*. 
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TimriTrirn nv rmr i SEEI( ■*» *f 

THUTEB BY FIRE |0GllffnE SERRIED 

WALES STREET FIRE 

a 


Partition in Basement 
Burns When Hot Ashes • 
Axe Piled on Floor. 


Miny Volunteer, A»*i*t, 
FJrenion JlgfctlnK the flamon with 
moro than a hair dozen lines of hove- 
from two trucks were aided by a it tec 
number of call men and many volun¬ 
teer* who attainted in removln* horae* 
from Uie burnini: building. ! 

In leas than an hour after the alarm 
bad been sounded* the Are- ws» under. 
control and the recall blast sounded at 
4 o clock. 

The two horae* burned . to ! death 
were tho properly 0 f Jay Gould of 
Shrewsbury and "Ded“ Trombley of 
Ihe Quarterline road. The rigs to 
which the animals were harnessed 
were badly damaged by flames and 
water. An antmal owned by William 
Burke was so-badly burned that It 
wu doubtful llM could bo sdred. 

yesterday, qtil -k work on tho part of .7 of _ cars ® or * or 

the lire depart aent not only saved the lAT DENNING GAR AfTP > iff? by „ Ut0 flomc * wore: 

building bit « .lined the loss to about i ^CINIMINU OAK A (jfc ,Oeor«e Mosaoy, ColUee street: Cllf- 

11800 . | - ^rd E Sulllran. Wales street: Frank 

One partltloi In the furnace room r\ , c _ Center street; Egbert It. 

was destroyed; Joist* In the floor Djnugc of $3000 Results JS stroeU .Josoph Stacy, 

above were chirred, and the volume nt,. c . sir j Mala ’tf** 1 - Miller’* auto was 

of smoke that were produced by tho DiJZI n 8 viJSOltnc OCtS Wood- j On Ithe second floor and the Others 
burning gTeen lumber caused aomc e n Bliildino Afire ' 1 w *f* * torC(l on tba ground Coor. 

damaae to the odge room*. Since the *'*« ‘ —-— 

fir* mg oonfi iti to the beseirtent -- f 

there was no /ater damage. 

Taking adra ilage of the warm 
treat her to do ‘omo required' work on 
tho boating system of the building, the 
Janitor, K. E. H" hitman, engaged only 


Although il* now Odd Fellows home 
o , Court Bquifcre, erected last fall at 
s cost of ori r $3 0,000, was threaten* i 
ed With destruction by a fire which! ! 

>rok« out la tie barment about noon 


Police Dragnet Is Out for 
Smoker Causing Loss of 8 
Cars, Death of 2 Horses. 


the fir* from tie furnace, leaving the 
coal■ piled on he cement floor. While 
ho and the n cn working with him 
were at dinner, a wood and beaver 
board partition behind the furnace 
caught fire, and the walls and ceiling 
of the furnace room were a mass of 
roaring flames before the alarm was 
given. 

Use Two Lines of Hose, 

A telephone call brought a truck 
fromr station 1 at 12:30 o'clock and 
white twa Bees of hose from the truck 


Thfj police and member* of tho Are 
department were searching imi night' 
lor sit unknown person, who/*-while I 

.. ... -.. "^ C ' U>C hbl “Utotlioblh, at the mtram* 

iho day before for the Job. had drawn and livery jtablo of Patrick lhmnlnj; 

on the west side of Wales street about, 
- 1 15 o clock In the afternoon lighted a 
cigarette, the explosion of gasollse 
^ which ensued setting the twd-storv 
j wooden building on fire. 

Damage Total* $5000, 

Property damage amounting to about 
JUiOOfl was caused, two horses Wore 
burned lo death, «lght automobitefi i 
wore t rulned and other buildings in tha 
heart of tho business section were 1 
menaced by the man’s act which Chief! 


wane iwo linos oi nose from iae iruca Aify-^r u ^" JV4 * | 

pump were being laid a box alarm 


PJ.H0LLIID'SH0I 

By f 




: 


Source of Fire Starting 
Wlien Family Was Out 
Is Mystery. 


was summoning the rust of the force. 
One 10-gallon lank ot chemical wns 
used in addition to the water, i’loads 
of acrid smoke from the p!tchftiled 
wood mad* the work of the firemen 
difficult, it being impossible at 4im 
to remain in the room without danger 
Ot lUffOCltUQg. 

With the ftro extinguished, open 
windows cleared tho rooms abavt* of 
smoke In shorl order and at Z o’clock 
the Catholic Woman's dub, which hart 
assembled for an afternoon card party* 
was able to proceed as though nothing 
had occurred. Chief Alfred II, Koltpn- 
skl slated that, with the start gained 
by the fir*, a few minutes difference 
Jf tn the arrival of the trucks might have 
meant the loss of lb* building. 


acterircd ns criminal carelessness. 

So far as known the person who 
yaused the dro %as not Injured but 
the proprietor of the garage waa burn* 
ed about the face. Others had narrow 
escapes from the Xhfafcs in rcsculm/ 
horses stahliuj in the building which 
belongs to the Clark Long, estate. 
Smoke paused some damage In the loft 
of a building In the rear of Uie Shan* 

■Z'Vzsr- m,M " t °* 

Smoke Permeates Theater. 


Fire, which started while all the 
members of the family were away, 
horned through a partlUon and badly 
damaged two rooms J In the rear of 
Pearl M. Holland’s residence at 2* 
Woodstock avenue about 10 o'clock 
last nlghr The ta coit of repairs was 
estimated at $5no 

The origin of the hlaxe, which w*a 
not discovered UiiVtl It toh weU under 
way, remained a mystery. There uat 
a coal fire In the kitchen range. The 
flames apparently started, however, in 
the dining room, gutting the partiUou 
between lb* rooms and burning 
through th* floor and the celling 
Ruga and furniture wvro d?*troyed 
^and some damage caused by smoke 

A neighbor, Frank \V. Johmon, who 
wag passing tn his automobile, saw 
, the fames through the front window* 
and telephoned to the fire fetation. 

J Trucks 1 and 2 answered the alarm 
A line of hose was laid but was not 
! called in to use as chemical extinguish¬ 
ers from the two trucks wrer* suffi* 

: cient to subdue the fire. 

A Urge crowd was attracted to the 
spot, many of thoB* attending a lawn 
party deserting in search of excite 
[rnenL To.a few this was aupplleti 
!wb*n the Youpllng of a chemical hose 
l save way under the pressure drench 
tng nearby ondookers. 







Tite smoko fdaa found it* way lulu 
the auditorium of the Strand theater* k 
sevemt door* to tho soutiu whten was 
crowded with patrons^ The manage¬ 
ment assured the crowd that there 
was no danger apd the moving picture 
performance went on without Interrup¬ 
tion. 

Tho alarm from box 4j in mid-after- j 
noon and the densq, black smoke = 
which quickly rolled akyward n* Iho ! 
. flame a spread through the old frame 
I building attracted hundreds of people | 
to the scene. There was great excite- r 
meat in iVo crowd when a group oft 
men almosk carried from the garage j 
~Z t K f . ] * horse so Vadly singed that It was 

Truck Kuiped S barely able t\ stand and word went 
j round that twd\more of the anfmiih 
! Uy dead inside,Nether suffocated or ’ 
TotuI Loss $i>w. cut oft by flumes, 

—- Save Horse* ln^Bisement, 

i. 'Vln *2, P ,; iraKU c ;r U, : J l,y \ ri "** oAih* m«in flwr . 

n-ulti of Ro>«-c xirvz-t «»» pmULf | T hreo ..there which woV In tins baze- 

meat were led to ssfcVv through a 
rear entrance. Thro* mVtor vehicles 
that had been left in tire buffoment 
also were taken out undamped. The 
it re reached seven car* on the ground 


Flames Damage Garage 
Of Luther D. Hewitt 


Morgan Bakery 

In Roycc Street 


Bki!e; 1 


i Ly destroyed by u fire which aurtoa 
from an unknown cause at it:45 
uVloi'k ycfeH-rday morn tug. The dam- 
rt(te is cut Into tod at approximately 
15ftft, One automobile which w + as park¬ 
ed in iho building at the time, a truck _ _ 

belonging to the Moqtiip bakery ef ! ^oor ahd one on the second story 
Durhufitoo, was a total iosu, V Only the _>fact that the alarm was i 

w \ Trucks tw*o and three of ihe fire given immediately and the prompt re- 1 
depurimeni responded to a still alarm, spouse of firemen saved the wooden 
tbe blaze being well under jvay < building from burning to th» ground 


Ihr time the fire me ti arrived. The root 
and walla of the structure remained 
standing, although tho Interior was 
gulled. 

Ki re fighters remained on the scene 
for an hour before it was decided that 
{he blaze was entirely extinguished. 


■ and prevented the spreed of Iho flame*, 
; to nearby brick blocks and the one- 
fj story wooden structure adjoining, oc- 
i cupled by the Roma restauram, * 
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Patrick Starr, Slate ■’ 

• Worker, Badly Hurt 

Patrick SUrr of Foultiaey, an 
amp lore of the Com olid* ted Slate 
Corporation of Vermont, received 
a fractured skull yesterday morn- 
Inf at about 11 o’clock when he 
was walking underneath a refuse 
carrier near the slate quarries. 
The bottom of the carrier is said 
to have given way, dropping a 
quantity of ilatf upon him* 

The man was rendered first aid 
by Dr* J, Emmett O'Brien of Poult- 
ney and was then removed to the 
Rutland hospital where he was 
attended by Dr. Charles H. Swift, 
Besides the injured skull, Mr, 
Starr suffered lacerations about 
the face and body. 


SI 200 FIRE IN PLANT 
OF 




Spark From Electric Cot¬ 
ton Picker Starts Blaze 
Gutting Factory. 


The third serious fire In Rutland 
within a week, caused damage of ap¬ 
proximately 11200 to the second story 
of the old school building oil School 
street yesterday morning about 7.52, 
when a spark from an electric cotton 
picker, Ignited a bale of cotton floss, 
used by the Antiseptic Redding com¬ 
pany, the occupants of the second 
door, it, the miking of mattrisaes. 

After a hard struggle the firemen 
got the blase under control confining 
the damage to that floor and the ab 
tic of the building. The property of 
the Rutland Ice Cream company on 
the first floor was untouched. 

An employe of the maitreaa com¬ 
pany discovered the cotton * floss 
imouldering, hut before he could take 
any action the room was a bluing in* 
ferno, furled by the inflammable ma¬ 
terials. 

Two-Hour Fight. 

An alarm waa sent in from box 53 
and the firemen soon had three 
streams on the building. Fighting 
dense black smoke which rolled out 
on all tides the men reached the in* 
(erior offal# factory and after two 
hours’ woHk the danger was over. 

The qld schoolhoust, a wooden 
building, la in a crowded vicinity and 
at first it was feared that the whole 
neighborhood would be endangered. 
The flames gutted the room In which 
they started and did some damage to 
the attic. The machinery of the An¬ 
tiseptic Bedding company, which Is 
operated by Aferaham Lash of this 
cliy was almost totally destroyed, 

The building ta owned by J, B. Lan- 
aban of Grove street and until a few 
years ago was used as a schooibouae. 
The city playgrounds «r* on the west 
side of the structure. 



Two Wrongfully Receiving 
Second-Year Pay Order¬ 
ed to Make Good. 


The storm, which has long been dor¬ 
mant lu the aldermantc chambers, 
broke out mild \y again last night, af¬ 
ter the special committee reported on 
the matter of whether two members of 
the Are department, who had been 
paid second year men's compensation 
from January 1 to March 31, when 
they should have been receiving first 
year salary, had returned the extra 
amount to the city. » * 

The committee, complied of 
llem T. Blmondi. Jack A! garrison and 
. »re£or 


Horace J. Colburn, .reported that 
James and Frank Rice, both at the 
Central station* had recitaed second 
year pay for 13 weeks, and that the 
committee had recommended that the 
money be paid bark befopefSeptember 
1, U was reported ihs^ one of the 
men had been paying bsr.lt the money 
and owed the city only ti& TJj, 

Brutifi Takas Floor, 

AJderman Daniel A. Jtruten, acting 
as president “pro tem" the absence 
of President A, C. Grwrir ,took the 
floor after calling AJdcrfliao' Horace A, 
Colburn to the chair an4 commented 
on the report, Alderman Brbtert de¬ 
clared that It was hU idew that at 
leaat on one other occasion Ja the fire 
department, a one year man had re-, 
calved two year pay and nothing had 
baen done about, and (h« r he was 
quite certain that some members of 
the present board wera aw ire of the 
condition at that time* » n 
A lderman Si moods, fww *had sug¬ 
gested the payroil inkistlggtlon said 
that If he had known %f ibe case he 
would have taken the tffne action and 
Inquired why Aldermayi Drufen had 
not done so, > 

Would Bond FfrftfChief. 

The board accepted the report, 
which In addition to top recommenda¬ 
tions mentioned* suggested' that the 
chief of the fire department be bond¬ 
ed for'f 1000 In view of the fact that he 
prepares the payroll of the depart¬ 
ment. 

Alderman Charles R. theifey voted 
no’' on the report as he did not like 
system of collecting the tmoney; as 
auggealed In the report.*', 

A number of building ‘ permits were 
granted. The petition o* the Odd Fel¬ 
lows for the use of Mapi Street park 
for a lawn party was granted. Other 
routine business was transacted. 

Aldermen Bruten, Cheney, Burbank, 
Simonds, Harrison, Kirby, aqd Colburn 
were present. 


SEPTEMBER 21. 1927. 

Muscatello Store Is 
Damaged By Flames 

A box alarm at 2:15 o clock ycptfr- 
, dky morning summoned th^ firemen 
f -tom it1 to IS Meadow' E-ir^r 
wjiere a build log owned* by Dominick 
fin me ao and occupied as a rrocerj - 

by Mrs. Carmine Muscat r!ta w** 
<'p fire. Two lin** of hpie nere laid 
rthd the blaze soon was under control, 
'Hre I ale nor of the bulldlnx was badly 
^Imaged by fire and ihe stock ruined- 


AUGUST 18, 1928 



Mrs. Harold Gordon, FJec- 
; i®g Flames at Her Home, 
Falla Downstairs. 


Tfcroe fires, ike loss from which Is 
fiiptcted to total well over *2000, call- 
id out the firq department yesterday, 
A barn on North street extension, 
owned by Floyd Blanchard, was de¬ 
stroyed in the afternoon about 2:40 
? clock. At 10:30 In the morning the 
men were called to extinguish a fire 
C ***. a A br U»o explosion of m oil stove 
at lio Horton street. 

At IS:to In the morning, the depart* 
ment was called to Chaplin avenue to 

tiVir f, blw la * dump. In the rear 
of the Newman garage. 

fleeing with a child Ln her arms, to 
eeqape the rapidly spreading blase, 
ofaed by an exploding oil stqve In 
bar upstairs apart merit on Horton 
street, Mrs. Harold Gordon tripped at 
th* top of the stair* leading to tbe 
downstairs tenement and plunged 
down the entire flight. badly Injuring 
“• r She wee removed to a near- 
bjf T l>« baby was not Injured. 

•v * */•*»■» conflo^d the oil Ore to 
the shed, in which It had started and 
to an adjoining room, the total dAm- 1 

*>* Chief Allred 
H. Koltonakf as IBM. Tbe house la 
^ A* Cross man and occupied 
by William Keenan and family and the 
Oordon family. 

Sarn and Hay Burnt. I 

Spontaneous combustion ia thought 
to Bflve bean tha cauae of a fire In the 
My barn of Floyd Blanchard on North 
atreet extension, which deetroyed the i 
structure with SO tone of bay which re- 
rtaUy had been stored there end a , 
rwi truck, making a total lots of i 
about moo. - * 1 

The blase waa dlecovered about 3:40 
by Mr. Blanchard, who 1mma 
f**tely called the fire department. Aa 
**• B **reet hydrant wee one-half mile 
1 *bere were no streame near- 
by from which water might be pump- 
•d, the firemen were helpless. The 
hero waa ell ablate within 10 mtnutea 
after the e tart and It would have been 
impossible to save It even bed there 
been water at hand. Chief Kolton.kl 
stated lest night. 

Tha hay, the lest of which had been 
mowed away during the early part of 
the week, added heat to the fire, and 

* “ w,r * ttn » bl * to ret near 

the building. * 

Blanchard House Saved. 

It Wee learned laet night, that the 
”** *** bortly covered by Insurance. 
Mr. Blear herd's residence, which was 
about M feat sooth of the barn, was 
menaced aa the .wind blew the 
smoke and flames to the north. 
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THURSDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 27,1928. 



West Wing Soaked, Roof 
Damaged as Flames Break 
. 'Out Near Chimney. ' 


Crest wood hotel on Grove street 
was badly damaged by flames and 
water late yesterday afternoon, when 
fire which was attributed to a defec¬ 
tive chimney, spread to a number of 
rooms, gutted part of the roof and 
destroyed a cupola In the west wing of 
the building. Fire Chief 'Alfred H* 
KoKonskl eallmated last night that 
the loan would probably exceed fl5,- 
000, believed to be covered by ln« 
suranee. 

The building which is owned by 
Robert C. and Albert J. Boynton of 
I hi* city la operated an a summer 
hotel. 

The first alarm was given about 4:30 
when Mian Mary Moore, clerk on duty, 
called the lire department and report* 
ed a chimney blare. Chief Koltonekl 
with one truck responded and found 
the flames eating into the partitions 
from the cellar to the attic In the west 
wing of the building. 

Immediately, he summoned alt 
available apparatus and an alarm for 
call men was sent in from Box 16. The 
chief said he believed that the fire had 
been raging for two hours Inside the 
partitions before tt was discovered. 

Furniture Saved, 

Four lines of hose were played on 
the burning section. Fear waa felt that 
the whole structure would be destroy* 
ed and scores of volunteers rushed to 
the Inside of the building. Despite, fall* 
Ing plaster and dense smoke, carried 
out to tbs open air pratically all the 
furniture in the burning wing. Among 
the articles saved were priceless 
antiques, used In decorating the rooms. 

The wooden structure burned rapid* 
ly and the firemen had to combat 
-.dense smoke which was pouring out 
on all sides. The flames, raging In¬ 
side the partitions, and breaking out 
only occasionally, made a difficult Job 
for the men. After they had chopped 
their way to the center of the flames 
on the third floor and played two 
streams of water there, the danger was 
over* 

The fire damage for the most part 
was confined lo Lhreo bed rooms In 
the west wing* but water drenched the 
entire west front section of the build 
lng*s Interior* 

Celling Fills On Firemen* 

Fear for the safety of Cap*. Ralph 
R, Beane and Fireman Frank like wus 
fell, when the celling In a room on the 
third floor crashed down on to their 
heads, hut neither man waa injured. 
In this room lho flames consumed the 
celling* walls and contents. 

Chief KoltonskL stated lant night 
that In his opinion, a grate fire on 
the first floor was responsible for the I 
damage* The flames, caused by a de* 
feHIve chimney, spread rapidly lK)th 
upwards and downwards. "The men 
deserve a lot of credit for their work. 
They ate a lot of smoke but stayed 
right on the Job*"' ho said. 

The loss Is !be largest In a single 
hr© here since 1924 when flames do* 
strayed a number of buildings, belong* 
log to the Lincoln Iron works on Weal 
and Baxter affects. 


Formerly B.xtfr Mention. 

I hlCh '* lhfet 

nigh and of frame construction, form- 
nJ* T'i*"., 111 ?. r “ w ®nc» of the i„i e 

•old In March, 1S57 for *70.000 by the 
setter. ■ eon, Hugh H. Bailer of New 
Wft* Y -' 10 * * ro “P of citizen,, 

1 1! n.. deeded he houso * n<1 i°me out¬ 
build Inge to Robert C. and Albert J 
Iloynton. after reserving . tract of 
land as a High school site. 

Messrs* Boynton redecorated the in¬ 
terior in harmony with the original 
design of the oHJ mansion and many 
of the Baxter furnishings remained. 
It was opened as a summer hotel on 
June 30, 1927* 

The structure contains 30 bedrooms I 
and the dining room seats a hoot 76 
persons. 



L ASKED TO 
ME BIKE HEBE 


i J l 

■I 


Local Officials Unable To 
j Learn Origin of Fire 
Early Yesterday. 


A rigid Investigation of the flr§ 
which broke out at 63 Wales street 
early yesterday morning will be made 
today by Slate Fire Marshal A* Q. 
Preble of Burlington. 

The marshal was summoned to Rut¬ 
land after Fire Chief Alfred K* Kol- 
tonskl. Captain Ralph R* Beane and 
Captain Leo Slone had searched the 
place yesterday In vain lor a possible 
cause of the blare. 

The chief announced yesterday that 
about 12000 damage was done to the 
building and that the Boston Lunch, 
a restaurant In the block, also suffered 
a large loss. 

Mrs. Elisabeth HaWey* a tenant in 
an apartment on the second floor of 
the building* was the first to discover 
the blase. She awoke about 1:45 
o'clock and heard the loud crackling of 
flames. She did not realise what was 
happening until large clouds of smoke 
began lo pour Into her apartment. 
Clad only in her night clothes, she 
threw on a coat, rushed to the Ber¬ 
wick hotel and called In an alarm. 

Bus I nets Block a Saved* 

The firemen arrived In a few sec¬ 
onds and when Chief Koltonekl saw 
that the blase threatened the entire 
block he ordered a bell alarm sent In 
from Box 45 to summon the call men. 

Four lines of hose were turned on 
the building, tbs rear of which waa 
biasing up like a fiery furnace. With¬ 
in one-hair hour the men had the biaxe 
under control and what looked at ohe 
time like the destruction of a con¬ 
siderable portion of Rutland's business 
district was averted. 

Water damage was done to the 
plumbling shop of Martin L, Connelly, 
which t» located in the building 
atxt to the damaged block. 
The Boston Lunch, owned by Louis 
Segale of Wsahlngton street, was bad¬ 
ly damaged both by Are and water, 
The Denning livery stable next door 
waa not damaged. 

Due to the rayitary which surrounds 
, the cause of the fire, Fire Chief Kol- 
tonskl desired the blste to be Investi¬ 
gated by Marshal Preble* ^ 


3, 1928. 



Firemen Branch^UdandRIce 
injured When' Strongs 
Avenue Barn Bums. 


■ 




f Two Rutland tiro department mem- 
bars sustained Injured Idea when a 
abed owned by Nathan Blomberg of 
Strongs avenue, situated lit the rear of 
his home, was destroyed bytir* yester¬ 
day morning at 5:30 o'clock* 

One toe was broken and the other 
badly embed on the right foot of 
Louis A Branchaud, while James Rico 
sustained a badly crushed, toe on Lhc 
left foot. 1* _ . . 

The shed, which wfr* filled with 
Junk, was a total loss*'Chief Alfred JL 
Koltonski estimated tafcl night that the 
damage witl total shoi^ f^OOO, part of 
which Is covered by Insurance. 

When the department arrived the 
building was In flame^and was men¬ 
acing a bam and garage nearby, and 
the Blumberg home. Four line, of hone 
were Util. The Ore wa»'confined to the 
■hod. Th® firemen were obliged to 
shoved tons o( old magazines. Urea 
and other Junk out of the building. 

The Blumberg family.were unaware 
of the blaze until the tf-omen arrived. 
A passer-by aeni In thd'glarm. 

During the blaze thfr root of tho 
barn fell In on Fireman Timothy Drla- 
but be escaped without Injury. 
























































DECEMBER 2, 1927. 



Department Has Stubborn 
Fight to Check $5000 
! Blaze; One Car Ruined. 


I A l«i* entlmateA at do»e to ISO^O 
resulted from a Hro which swept 
through Keenan Brother** tire and 
battery supply station on South Main 
street a&oitljr after 9-o‘eIock laat night 
name* had broken through the roof 
and were raging frohi one end of the 
'building to the other by the time fire* 
men had arrived* 

The greatest Individual Toaa came 
with the destruction of a large stock 
of tires, moit of which had bene yes¬ 
terday received by the company. One 
car waa mined, a* we* a large supply 
1 of battpHea and other accessories* 
Two barretla of oil exploded soon after 
1 the firemen were upon the scene, mak¬ 
ing it particularly bourdons for them 
to get In dose to the blaitai ilructufe* 

A young man who haa done tome 
odd jobs for the company, vgas in the 
building at the time the blaie started, 
working over a car which waa parked 
In the rear .of the garage* Going into 
the supply room In the opposite end of 
the structure. he waa fctsrtlad by an , 
expiation* turned hack and saw that 
the room he had left wi» In flame*. 
He then mihed to the telephone, but 
waa unable to eall la an alarm* poe- 
tfbly became the wires had been hum¬ 
id* He does not know the ttme of 
the Art* v 

gave Dwelling House. 

The flrat alarm wu sounded from 
box II by a pedeetrlaa who happened 
, to be pelting near the icene of the 
Mass* Three trucki responded, carry* 
Sag with them all available men, The 
firemen confined their first efforti to 
dri ring the flames away from two gee* 
oil no pumps which stood near the 
edge o nhe highway, and to wetting 
down a large combination store and 
dwelling house, clot# to the garage* 

It waa a difficult fire to control, 

* owing to the headway gained before 
itraamt of water were turned upon 
it* Tbe clouds of black smoke from 
burning rubber ware so denae that 
firemen found It aim oat Impossible to 
make their way about the building, 
once the flames had been beaten back. 

Fight Flames Two Hour*. 

Nearly two -hours had ©lapsed be¬ 
fore the blaie waa wholly subdued*’ 
The walla of the a true tare, which 
were com traded of cement blocks, re¬ 
mained standing, hut practically all 
the windows had been smithed and 
the roof was punctured with many big 
holes* Practically everything in the 
way of stock waa mined* 

Tlie must crowd attended* automo¬ 
biles blocking the road In both direc¬ 
tions for more than in hour* 


FEBRUARY 16, 1928. 


20 


*■/ C 


CIS Peis IEMCE 

III MTIEKTUE 


Heat Opens Main As Fire 
Breaks Out In Basement 
Of Olney Building. 

Swift action by the loci.i tire do- 
parlmont averted serious damages 
from a blare which star tod In the 
basement of the Olney apartment, 20 
V est street, shortly after 8 o’clock 
Saturday evening, charring the entire 
1 cellar and filling the building with 
a moke* 

C. I, Seward, a fireman, was nearly 
overcome by Illuminating gas when 
the heat of the flames melted a main, 
allowing fumes to escape Into the base* 
mer t Even after this flow was shut 
off it another point, :he fighters were 
hampered in their work owing to the 
fat t that the gas hr*d thoroughly per* 
me;.ted the cellar. Tbe main telephone 
cab © also was melted, thus cutting off 
all connections sojh after the flames 
were discovered. 

Firemen expressed the opinion that 
the blare started from sparks which 
esc vped through broken isinglass In 
the door of a small stove Used for 
burning refuse. Igniting papers piled 
nei rby, The men declared that they 
arrived just Sn time to prevent the 
fla nes from breaking through tbe first 
florr partitions, though the building 
ha l already ben to filled with smoko 
thit the rev families which were at 
ho no had been forced to vacate. 

"'he enJre department. Including 
24 men i.nd four trucks, responded 
aftir warning had been sent In over 
thi telethon©, and the fire was pro* 
not need out Just CO minutes later, 
Th >ugh the fight was a stubborn one 
on sec* nut of escaping gas and the 
great I eat developed, only one line 
of hos< and one 40-gaUoo chemical 
we e *equtr©d to keep the flames 
iron spreading to the supper floors of 
thi structure* 

jibs’ ired that i ho blare was under 
centre!, residents of the apartment did 
not attempt to remove their belong¬ 
ings, although forced to remain out¬ 
side for some time themselves until 
the smoke had settled. 

E* Lewis Olney, owner of the apart¬ 
ments, stated that the damage Incur* 
red was less than 1100 . 


ICE BLOCKS EFFORT 
TO RESCUE FLAMING 
W. 


/& 


Main Street Grade Building 
Ruined Early Yesterday, ■ 
Entailing $50,000 Loss. A 

! RUTLAND LENDS AID 




Old Structure Gutted, Furni¬ 
ture Destroyed, As Fire 
Roars Through Walls. 


The most disastrous fire that has 
broken out In West Hut land in several 
years almost destroyed ibe Main 
Hi reel graded school building yester¬ 
day morning, gutting partitions and 
floors, burning through the roof and 
leaving only the 4 brick wails of the 
first two floors standing. 

The loss was estimated by Chief 
Charles L. Montgomery of the West 
Rutland Fire department at 145,000 to/ 
150,000, It Js understood that appraxt/ A 
mutely $30,000 was .covered, by insur¬ 
ance, / 

Fire Started Early. f 
Flames were discovered 1 coming 
through the roof at the rear of the 
building and an alarm was sounded 
at I:&5 o’clock* When thejI4 mem¬ 
bers of the West Rutland Fine depart¬ 
ment arrived a few minutes after 8 the 
building was a mass of ^flames* Ham¬ 
pered by treacherous Ice which cover¬ 
ed the school yard and the afreet the 
men strung two lines of hose from one 
hydrant to the department's new 
motor pump, used for ihp second time 
yesterday. * \ 

With pressure Item the iwmp two / 
powerful stream* were thrown on the 
roof and In the second storyi windows 
but a thlrdjine attached to the same 
main at another hydrant and with only 
the pressure of the main behind it 
was, at first, almost useless. / 

A call for help was sent to RhUand 
and combination truck Number 1 with 
Chief- 'Alfred H* KoUo&skI *fcd four 
men reached West Rutland at 8:25 

3 dock. Two line* were t*Id from •!» 

jandoned quarry @00 feet from the 
ichoot anil for three/ houra flk* 
■treuna deluged the burn In* hull din*. 

Yesterday atternoon^the /uina woro 
still smoking and firemen with one 
Uno of hose were guarding against a 
further outbreak* The roof was gone; 
a brick belfry on the .front of the bund¬ 
ing which hpd been weakened by the 
firo had been pulled down and the in¬ 
terior was a mass of charred embers 
and water-soaked plaster. 

Almost Total Loss* 

A portion of the first floor at the 
front of the building was untouched by 
the fire but water had completed the 
damage begun by the flames. Floors 
were sagged and burned through and 
any funiltute in the building a total 

loss* , 

It was the belief of the firemen that 
the blaze had started several hours 
before It was discovered and it* origin i 
Is unknown. Overheated pipes or d©y 
fectJvo wiring were theories advamy 

The school was built a 1885 /by 
district Number 21 of tbe* tow» of 
West Rutland. Soon after X890 lt r was 
taken over by the village and Ufied «/- 
t a combination high and graded school 
until about 10 years ago when the 
l number of pupils became so large that 
I new quarters were needed*/The High 
1 school was then moved to the town 
1 hall where It still 18 housed. / I 


I The building thU year aecomfnodat- 
jed 315 pupils W eight grades, with/ 
1 MlsaJUargaret Davits as principal 
and nine other teachers* There-war© 
11 rooms, four/on the first and second 
floors and three in the third story- 
Somewh&t to the disappointment of 
the children who yesterday were look, 
lug forward an extended holiday 
arraJigemefila/hav© been made to con¬ 
tinue school/today,' Grade* 4, 5, 8, 7 
and 8 will, meet at the High school 
with soll^/sesslon from 2:15 o’clock 
to 5 In the afternoon. The High school 
classes will meet at 8 o'clock la the 
morning beginning today* * / 

For/the present the three primary 
grades will not meet* 
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Mil HEAT, PITCH 
CALL OUT FIREHEII 

V V 

<‘Lnddies” Answer 3 Alarms 
On Same Day; Two Sum¬ 
mons Being Needless. 

The fire department answered Lb eo 
alarms yesterday, a burning tar ba rel 
In the rear of the Combine Lion C ash 
company store on Willow eireet and 
j meal scorching on a stove In a ©oe- 
i merit on Wales street ^giving the 
trucks two runs besides the early 
morning tilp to the blaze which dam¬ 
aged the Oak nan electrical pis at. 
Office employes and clerks g t Jag to 
work had visions of a big fire In the 
heart of tbe business session fester- 
day morning i t S o’clock when clouds 
of black sinokiH suddenly rope V om the 
vicinity of the Combination at ire and 
three combination trucks and the lad¬ 
der apparatus, rushed through the 
st reels In response to a mi mm ins from 
box 43* West nrnl Ed son ©tree s. There 
were , bund reds nt tlm seer a almost 
Immediately but their curiesliy sorm 
was 'iippeased when Uiny discovered 
that tar whlc.i was being icated for 
n*u ineide tho store had f aught,>fire. 
The crowd sfion dispersed and by 9 
o’clock the fi ©men were iack at the 
ci^ halL No damafse respited. 

family Dinner Bt-rred, 1 
A still alan t called oi t the irucksi 1 
about 3; 15 o’t lock in thi afternoon, j 
when iho rot ms of lh* family of i 
Georg© W. Ki Ight at S Wales afreet I 
became filled with smoke and someone j 
thought the building wu*s afire* Tbo I 
aourc© of the scare woi soon traced ! 
to the kltcber stove where meat, put I 
on to cook, hui been fr rgoiten, caus* 

lag a'blg fftnu |gc* 

FJr« -Flays Prank, 

Flames placed a queer prank at n| 
fir© which ci used damage of about i 
11000 In ih« combined storeroom and, 
garnge ntTfruA K. Os km an. electrical * 
contractor, ni\ U Murcbants Row',! 
early yesterday hiornlng as previously; 
staled by The Herald. After partially | 
consuming a irtek which atoml near) 
a heater not fa# from where tbe fire; 
started, the blaie leaped over another | 
truck, close by J amt ijuadly damaged a 
Packard tour Ink car at tho oppoiltc I 
end or the hulls In g. Tho paint waa i 
blistered ami thi gltsa in the doors of, 
on© eldo "broken\ All three vehicles f 
were the proper!yVf Mr. Oakmau. 

Th© store was opAn for business yet* 
terday, the flames having been ex [ 
tlngujsbed with tho use of chemical© 
before they had reached the large I 
frame building, atuebed to the garage J 
In which Mr. Oak man lives and has bis, 
display room. 

Th© fire did not break through the 
roof or sidewalls of the garage. Fte-^ 
ptftrs will be mad© at once. The loss 
ia partially covered by insurance* 
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KENHE III STOVE, 
IGERS«LUES 



Cf 


House 
sleeve 
Starts 


George SHor 
] Burns When He 
Fire With Oil. 


It is stall 


Fire, catis by th® explosion of 
coal stove, gjilted the second floor and 
attic of the fcouit at 1S7 Spruce street, 
occupied by George Shortiloeve, an 
employe of the Howe Scale company, 
early yes ten ay morning, causing a 
damage of 4 2500. All the household 
effects and c Gibing of the family were 
lost In the blaze. 


d lhat while Mr. Short- 




sleeve was pouring kerosene Into his 
early mortiii g fire the coal stove ex 
plotted spree ding flames all over the 
room. Short sleeve was badly bum 
cd around the head and face and r„e 
calved treatment at the Rutland hds 

pi tab 

The fire s 
father and 1 


,in?ad so rapidly that the 
In seven motherless chil¬ 
dren were obliged to descend to lb a 
ground by a, ladder from the roof of 
the piazza, at egress through the door 
was Impossl! le< 

Trucks 1 ami 2 answered a telephone 
moRSttge at €:H o'clock and on ar¬ 
riving at the scene sent In a call from 
box 27. which brought No* 2 and the 
call men to tiie scene. 

After a flgl t of about 20 minutes the 
men had thu fire under coat rob con* 
lining the damage to the second floor 
and the attic! The ground floor, which 
Is unoccupied, was damaged, only by 
water. 

Flee In Nightclothes. 

The oecupauis had to flee the house 
In their nigh 1 clothes as no chance wm 
given In dre is. All the clothes were 
destroyed onrf’IlD In hills, belonging 
iq one of th s members of the family 
also was lost, 

The children were taken to the 
homes of nearby neighbors. 

The bouse[ which belongs lo John 
Ferraro of this city, was covered by In* 
stirance, but the furniture arp! effects 
of the Hhor aleevo had no coverage. 

The fire wiis the worst that the io< al 
department ha* fought in some time. 

Boy L< apt From Window* 

A largo cowd, hound for work, 
gathered »t the scene. One of the 
Short a lee vo loyw* excited by tho flr*e, 
jumped from the piazza rotif to the 
ground but v na unhurt. 

At lu o'ckck the fireman answered 
another alarfo lo the house of IJ. F. 
Copping on I owe street* where thsy 
extinguished a fire caused by the Ig< 
nit log of a wood box Ny a spark from 
the stove. About $50 darn a go was 
caused. 






N STOREHOUSE B 


Hosemen Face Regular] 
bardment When Edsbn St. 
Building Takes Fire. 

Facing egplodln* firecrackers, dodf* 
lag th® balls from bursting Roman 
candles, and fighting dense phosphor* 
ous smoke, the Rutland- fire depart* 
meat yesterday morning extinguished 
a blaze In "the eld Tower house" on 
Edson street, used by the Tuttle com¬ 
pany. The firemen confined J^he flames 
to the room In which it had started 
and only slight damage was done to 
the building and its contents. 

Chief Alfred H, Koltonskb who had 
been summoned from a sick bed to 
assist In extinguishing the blase, stated 
yesterday that In his belief the firo \ 
started from the explosion of fire- 
works, which were stored In the build* 
lug. 

Preble Compliment* Men, 

State Fire Marshal A. G. Preble of 
Burlington, who was In Rutland ot an 
official visit and witnessed tb£ fire, 
said last night: "It wss one of the 
prettiest bits of fire fighting that 1 
have seen In the state of Vermont and 
great credit is due to The Rutland de¬ 
partment." 

When the apparatus arrived on the 
scene The room in which the fire was 
blazing was an Inferno of burning fire 
crackers and smoke It is said. ;The 
men donned smoke masks and had 
the fire out, within a half an tour 
after the alarm had been sent in. Two 
streams of water were used. 

C. W, Pennington injured, ' , 
Charles W* Pennington* an employe 
of the Tuttle company* and a call fire* 
man, sustained a number of burns 
around the face and hands and was 
removed to the Rutland hospital. He 
left the Institution yesterday after* 
noon* His condition Is lot considered 
serious. 

Thousands of books* owned . by 
Charles EL Tuttle, were stored la'tbf* 
four-story building. It Is expected that 
the damage to these will not exceed 
$400. Records of the Tuttle company 
for the last 40 yearly which Were 
stored In an upper story, were 
harmed. The water damage 

building was 1 confined to the basen _ 

A large crowd witnessed the hlaxe, 
which was the first menacing flri in 
^ the business district In a long time 

An /M 


SOTOS CATCH AFIRE 
CMHET BLAZES OF 


Fi 'ht $15,000 Blaze In 
Huge Apartment House 

yir-' Starts in Kingsley Court Basement; Eight 
Families Driver to Street; Firemen NarrWiy 
Escape Falling Debris; Child Endangered. • 

SAVE BUILDING IN FOUR HOUB BATTLE 

:- x' - ■ " ! • | 

Rutland firemen battled for four hofira yesterday morning and 
ifternoon with a blare that started In a cellar rubbtah heap In the 
KinpJey Court apartments at 73 Pine street and caused dam see vari- 
rttS lv estimated at from $10,000 to $15,000. 

Eight families w ere driven into the Mrcct* by the flames, V email 
child was almost auffocated and several members of the fire depart- 
or nt narrowly escaped serious injury from falling alate and eeilinjra 
lirav v smoke handicapped the fighters. 

The’ fire was discovered by nearly 


fix* In the attlcr of & house mi 62 
Elver * treat end twef automobile 
blosej celled out the Rutland fire do* 
partneut yeeterday morning* late 
yesterday afternoon, and laat night 
Fi e caused by a defective chim¬ 
ney broke out at 6:30 o'clock In the 
attic of the houat on Elver itreet 
In which Salvatore Colodonato and 
Herbert 1L Pei key reside with their 
faudilee. The fire had a good start 
when the department arrived* but was 
quickly extinguished. The damage 
vu slight. 

In the morning the men were called 
to fight.a fire caused by a abort cir¬ 
cuit In an automobile owned by 
Joseph Ckiff! of 267 Weal itreet The 
damage was alight 
At 10:30 o'clock last nfght one of 
the trucks were called to extinguish 
a fire in a roadster near the Grimm 
factory* A abort circuit caused the 
blase* , , 


The 

gttaf ibe apartment house occupants 
jL :hc same time, Mrs, Ralph Rhsn- 
who, with her Jnuaband* occupies 
ia ipirimeiH on the third floor, called 
tbt Arc department by telephone at 
ISMS o'clock 

Knon lag that a fire In the apart- 
jimi building wax dangerous, Chief 
Alfred H, Koltonvkl ordered all a p par¬ 
ity to respond and arrived to find 
jaoke pouring out of Uie eve* around 
tbe :&P of the building. 

U»c Smoke Masks. 

Ibpius to stop the biate In ihe cel« 
tar, (he chief and one or his men dou¬ 
sed amok e masks and with,a chemical, 
Use mem,down Into the' basement.. 
Tiers they found a regular Inferno of 
iftpte. gss and flames. The Are, how¬ 
ever, had a® great a start that It had 
m?l up through water jjpe openings 
tod got info the partitions in all three 
items. - * I 

ficed ^iih fighting a "blind" fire, 
the men donned masks and taking 
opened up holes In the partition $ 
nd Said five lines of hose, For hours 
IS*) fought a siubborn battle with the 
flames. the last spark being exilo- 
fu lifted about -2 o'clock, 

Mr*. Claude L. Cook* wife of the 
lyariment house-janitor, said that the 
frit jlgn of the fire came about 10:45; 
a'dock, "t went down to flg the fur- 
nee in ihe basement about five min-, 
itn before the alarm was sent In*" 
Mrs. Cook said. « 

“At that lime there was no sign of 
*sy flames. Five minutes later, I starts 
H to go Into the ' 
tliwut strangted 
Woke which swept 

door. IlTin-ylng back ' into myj 
ipittmem, l found my 15*moiuh*<il^ 
bifcy aittlng In a chair where I had 
left hint* almost suffocated 
bin up snd rushed 
Forced Down 
Mranwhile other 
taihlni otil-of-doora 
eccspsnt of a first floor apartment* 
Mr*. J, c, I'halen and firs, D- A. WbH- 
ffiarih. second floor occupants, and 
Mn. Hurd, whofln family occupies, the 
Jim floor, readied the outside without 
say difficulty. 

MUt Monica and Miss Frances Co£ 
hits and Mrs. Ralph Shan grew; ocetp 
lean of apartment* on the third flooK 
tsperitiiced ranch mom dlffiailtr. Tffil 


minutes later, I start* 
e basement and was 
by a cloud of dark: 
pt up aa I opened the 


sblr, GQ act ouri of the auftocatlngj 
* 3 wkc. to rcutli iafety through the 
trout egtriPUf* *hcjf were forced to go | 

' do wo a fark a.ah # ay. almost blinded I 
Vr ilis kesvy ^mokt clouds, 
if some firemen 'ought tho flames, ( 
. iWkafma an<U othe* members ot the I 
^ iwrimefit b^gan t< carry furniture) 
»ad oilier contents t* the aparlmenta ! 
site the open. In ;ome a part mem* i 
mrty all of Lbc contents were car-) 
t.ed imf. 

The (ire was confined mostly io par* i 
: leu?, breaking out lad ly In only four j 
A-r Pvrv places. The Id ter lor of the 
klltliig w as damaged considerably by i 
and water. 

Semal members o: tii Q department 
narrow escapes. Fire man Jack 
entered ft room on the second 
‘lucr. Almost suffoca'ed with smoke, 4 
^opened a window ind called down, 
b\& comrades tbat hU only 
of cm: ape vv*aa a ladder, which 
vjs bOnn put up. 

Firemen Knocked Down, 

Fireman Frank Rkw and Call Fire 
,fn4n JuliH OTlrien aarrowly escapefl 
^Jary when a celling In a closet on 
' 6 w;I fbnir r ilUpned, sending 
' filing io ihe Urst floor. An Iron 
arimet >avrrj Uev»r K o Feck, 3rd* from 
^jarles in tit* head when pari of the 

* riling on th« ae^ond floor dropped 

him. Falling slate endangered 
" ser members of the deparimeDt, 
F^htluK l ho flro from all seel lout 

* lh * dwelling, (he men had the 

under control about J:ll 
*■ clock. Spectstors and leuemsnt owu- 
"k! uninil ^ui In their prals* of 

v3ldlag" rtmeiri W ° rk ih * 

Whllo the firemen were fltlll fight- 
M a wmlicr of reports were 

... V" un ' 1 abo,,t BU -*Plo*ton which 

w Il * T ® , * l<cn P ht * J“*l 

i,. . ftr - -*' 1 iH*cover«<l.. on* 1 »d- 

'nteilhc building said (!m hotter had 
, IU( , ;hIef Kottonakl dt.cor- 
(hat thin n0 t to, aa (ho fut* 1 
»ce »«* atltl Tuncltoning. Thare wnre 
', BfT :r r *P' ,r, » that dm exploaion oc-, 
tolr*? , , " 0,hcr P»rt ot the celUr. I 
■i2L < l h, * r KoI,onBk l that If 

If i,.*i** T njr ®*P lo * lo, > It *« cauaM I 
tk " 11,6 ce, lar- 

bJ,T the (lamfcia at 

«K« maA ,I1 - W0 ' rira lo.j 

,u,cd 11 “W r “° 

liPS? 1 "** 1 ?*“«'< Dr Jamea Don-1 
h f<l floor ina ,h * Hurd.1 
im , tbe nr,t loo* w«o not daiD- 
Tj’i or water. 
tll , 0 ;r k Wlmlmll of Tampa. ria H la 
* 0 n * r of the building. 
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■ITT BLOCK FIRE 



Flames Sweep Through 
Partitions; Put Out Af¬ 
ter 46-Minute Fight. 


. Ftrft of unknown origin swept 
through partitions on the second. 
floor of the Hulett block on Mer¬ 
chants Row about 13:IS o'clock thl* 
morning, canting damage estimated 
It 115,000* Tfie bteie wii d1juv>vep 
©<5 by Isador Back on, who baa a 
tailor shop on the second floor of 
the building. 

Mr. Beckon wa# awakened from 
sleep by the sound or (he crackling 
of flame*. He ran to the third floor 
and lif flames ieaplng^out from the 
partitions over the celling,of the seo- 
ond story. 

The Rutland Fire department, sum* 
moiled by an alarm from Box 47* am 
swered with alt equipment* Handi¬ 
capped by dense smoke and leaking 
gaa, the firemen hauled the hiss* 
by cutting Into ^be partitions wjtb 
axes. The flames bad a good atari 
before they (frriTed* The ladder 
truck wag used to reach the top of 
the building./ The firemen went oxer 
the roof arid enteiyd tbe section 
where tbf/flre waa/biasing through 
windows /it the rear of tbe bull ding. 

After/t 4&-mlmite fight tbe firemen 
put ou/tbe blase. The crtflca of Dm 
Fred /ft. and Celia R. Brown* chiro¬ 
practor f* located on the second floor, 
was practically * ruined by smoke, 
flames and water* Other business 
places on that Moor were: t The 
Lewis F. Brehm® studio. Corpron 
Variety Bhoppe, Iiadnr Back on uilor 
shop and Dr- J. J* Corley, dentist 
Fart of tbe Backon shop was flam* 
aged by water* Damage to the other 
establishment* could not be ascer¬ 
tained. The Combination Cash Htore 
and Liggett'* Drug store are on the 
first floor. Both suffered severe wa* 
ter damage. 

On tbe third floor are a number of 
storerooms In which wood, paper and 
other materiali are kept. Had the 
fire reached that part of the build-' 
tug it would have burned like tinder, 
Fire Chief A, H. Kolbonikl said, 

A huge crowd watched the firemen. 
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tfoolworth Building Fire 
Second on Merchants 
Row in Four Days. 


fire Chief Airred H* Kollonskl yet* 
iirdif mated that damage of 
jtKHjl 15000 was caused by the fire, 
,&kh through (he aylc of the 

Woot^rih block on Merchants Row 
about 11 o'clock Saturday morning, 
jt wm the second fire In the heart of 
ijje boslness section within four days 
t sd the fourth fire that the depart* 
bad bat!led within 34 hours, 
yearly Wednesday morning dsmigs 
of |15.0DO resulted from a blase in 
tl^ffaiclt block, nest door, 
yftr firemen were railed by (*J* 
phone It II*OS o'clock flafur^lay 
fflomlnr An alarm was also 9 + n t * n 
fro# 4 7. Faring almost the 
,*®( condition* that prevailed In (he 
jlttieli block hlaie, the men encoun¬ 
tered leaking gaa and dense smoke 
U ttelf i(tempt to reach (he center 
c f the flamm Merchant* Row *« R 

flooded with the heavy smoke, T*o j 
liqei of host? *ere used. After a bah 
tie which Tasted for nearly an hour 
the blue was extinguished. 

Lodfls Property Damaged. 

KarolsblAIi belonging lo Phyllis 
chapter* Order of Bis tern Kisr, 
which w ere stored In (foe si Me, ware 
destroyed by Ore and water. Tha 
witer leaked down Into the rooms 


ea ibe second floor occupied hy (he 
fi. A. IF also d^/wn into (he F. W, 
Wool worth store on the ground floor. 
MlHou Feather, mansgar, said last 
night (fist damage to (he merchant 
db* sis illKht, but that the furnUh- 
jdls of the store were badly dam 
ijetf. The Brebmrr music atore, of* 
Ocsi of Un Walter J. Bcolt and Dr. 
Hi fry B. Ilyin and the Jaw off It* of 
'Uwrencei Stafford Jr, O'Brteq war* 
not dimpled, W. li. Kennedy, til tor, 
listed I bit damage to hU establish¬ 
ment would amount to about 175. 

Hundreds Look On, 

Seven li hundred persons walthM 
the flremyn at they climbed (h* 
serial Udder to the top of the 
bsildinr A salvage craw laid cover* 
Jdji over the merchandJso In the K, 
Howifd jewelry store and pm 
tented iff water damage to that 


place, 
Cblaf 
ties of lb 


foltonskl made an sxamlna- 
building In an attempt to 
diicoftr |he cause of the blase, Ha 
Utnrd that there had been a gas 
leak Id tbe attic and (hat soma par' 


sons had 

II Wfie 

or i cigihtte butt is not known. 


bean a item pi log to repair 
her they dropped a match 


# * 


■ * d Seda n Collide 

Three Members of Crew TTncfo^- . 

Hurled to Street ^S 8 * 6 

Occurs at Wales and We st Streets. 

PLEASURE C AR DRIVEN BY FIREMAN 

.iriment Miraculously escajed^fh w,.!!! ?V tUnd dc- 
..i>sen(t«r w ft sedan was badly bruised wh*n *h! i njury * * nd one 
.Mverin? ft call early yesterday Snln ^ Uck ' whiIe ! 

■asure c*r at W«!« i C *™'. with the 1 


•asure ear at Wales and West street a Tjl with 1 

■Ucraph V Q ^ The srdan driven bv craghfrd int o a 

■wfMltn 1 Nation, went hurtling im*o f tree*" E * Wood o( 

the flie truck crastifld Imo the, * ’ 

Sedan Hurled in Air, 

Wtin,*,,, of tbe accident Mated 
Out the U'ood .eden was hurled Into! 
the air when it waa slrttvewlped by 
the truck. The wlndibleld waa ghat- 1 
t*fed, tbe left front tire Battened, the 
bumper crumpled by Impact with the 
if*e. the right front wheel broken, 
ifc» left fender cru.hed and the hood 


Prire- Kdward J. E, r ], 

■ .ft over Hi. * Indahleld and hood 
t.jt!tutc nr*n..r, Raymond M & 
-ry. who war the rear etd w« 
•I'd m *"- v ‘Ions the highway I 
i Captain Stone wag caught be-1 
.n the pole and the trurk and 
a thrown to the ground. 


Truck Had Right of Way, 

Tfif trick was on its ygy lo a 
rftimoey flrr at 177 Lfneon gyanuo, 
Ksrif wui driyfog north m Walaa 
iirfet aid Wood was opeillng bit 
rsr wi on Will street. The traf¬ 
fic tight at tbe laterseeloD was 
sysl.ist the firs truck, hut Earlo pn> 
rteM, having the right oi way un* 
rfer tbs state law/ Wood alao coo- 
tlriurd and the two macMnes met 
directly under the trade light 
iVood staled that he did uoi hear the 
siren* It waa a strange prank of! 
fate that sent the (nick, wHeh Wood 
h aorustomed lo drive while on duty, 
Into his own pleasure car He was 
off duty. 

As the two mac/ilnes -net, Earle 
fiwting the truck far [to his right and 
Wood turned hi a carHoward his left. 
Wood s machine hurtled Into a tree 
on the corner of the Longfellow 
ythool rampus and the fire track 
struck a telegraph pole about four 
frn from the tree. 

Stone Refuses Aid, 


’ouahed fa, The bolti on the right I 
front wheel were sheered off as If by! 
a kaffe. 

The left frost feodafg. wheel, light 
*ad running BWd of th* truck ware 
badly damaged, (he left aide of the* 
seat crushed, the hood jammed In 
and the front springs ^broken. This* 
radiator^was badly ^damaged. Chief 
Alfred H, fCoHouiki had no comment 
to make last ulglt, preferring to 
wait nnitl he hadVmade i thofough 
fnveatlgatton* Patrolman Robert L. 
Kolth and members of the Rutland 
Police department Investigated! the 
urkih. * . I 


Driver Karle, dared from the ter¬ 
rific impact* when he was hurled 
"V*?r the windshield and hood onto 
Tnacadsm mad, m.Untafned pres¬ 
ide*’ of mind enough !o rush to the 

V h’t. James' hotel, telephone for a doC' 

' -r and an ambulance and then dis¬ 
patch another truck to the scene 
»f the fire. The blar# ’was (julckly ex- 
vr.gulahed. McGarry, whose body 
#lid along the concrete for many 
leal, waa hadly shaken up* 

Captain Slone was the most seri- 
■filly Injured of the firemen. Al- 
'Hough the ligaments of his right Iqg 
were torn away from the 1 knee, he re¬ 
fused to leave the scene, against the 
advice of a doctor, until he'era* cer¬ 
tain that all things necessary had 
b**o taken care of. Last night he 
was ai his home, suffering great pain 
from Injuries to his leg and arm, 
Jj^myre J. Ramp, Jr*, of 17 Temple 
street, a psatunger In the Wood car, 
waa taken to the hospital, where It 
found that be bad sustained a 
bid bruise to bla collarbone. He was 
ii( hi* home last night* Other paa- 
^ngera In the sedan were: Reginald 
Vue of 53 G ove street and John Fer¬ 
raro oM3 Hopkins street* Wood and 
(h# orfier wo passengers escaped 
*Jth only -light bruises. 
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jinnies Out Oarage, Barn 
and Bear of Building 
• Housing Food Shop. 


to about |i$oq : 
*** causwl by a Are of unknow ft I 
rr ;g!n *0 a b*rn, garages and rear of J 
,'lmfUHnf *t 17 Merchants Row Um l 
richL A. W; Gorton of II Mansfield 
f !ice owns the atrueture which It 
^ifuplrd by the Mother** Food i^hop, 

' yiv^ flames which had a good 
turf* were noticed by three men 
%ti0 mug tn Box 4S ai about 11.IS 
,,'iS.kI Several lines of hose were 
^id hy the firemen. whose work 
,as hampered by dens# smoke* 
Ailttc from the haiMIng*. the fire 
damaged » considerable stock of 
.,vd in the bakery and the smoke 
Jpresd throughout the tincture. Tbs 
^irriors of the bam and garages 
irre tutted* * 

A Hfifct delivery track which w*« 

In one of the garage*, was backed 
nut before it was damaged. Firemen 
TfM’ued b small dog Trom the rear 
,.J iht main structure, K had been 
, irrivme by the smoke, but ioob re- 
mrd after reaching the fresh a Jr, 
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r Horning lore .1 
lartment to Hufldi 

t 76-fiO W>4 §f 


breed to ’cut 
F wait they 
fcootrol, I; 
Flllad, ; 
[able damage 
Work* nock 
building/but 
were unable 
the loss last 
as also dam- 
ate Chamber 
the Vendont 


*• Hi 

yasterday m 
base started 
mr, threaten* 

[West street, o' 

Umber 00 
ores and several 
! mated the d 
dollars, 

_vrta tarn 

i! Att and Wales 
Tijlr ot 10 Elm 
of smoke pea 
*m#wf fa the upper 
while 011 hli 
©'clock* \ / 
lire started fa 
(hi fear qf the bull 
tbrdjgh The partitions 
Hoof The bu tiding 
*, In order to 
re fight era were 
Uh a thick plastej 
iooflhad the fire under] 

Offices Smok 
blase did co ci a Id 
e Lincoln L iron 
In the rear of th 
In ot the con 
• an estimate o 
The building 
The Vermont 
mm tree rooms an 
l bureau off Ices 
[were filled with 
ly damaged, Th 

on the first fiooi sustained a 
smoko damage. The Lincoln 
works wholesale lumbers* pup- 
and spec tallies a ore was also 
with smoke. 

men stated that i l© biaxe prob- 
wu caused. by a| defect in an 
leal transformer. 
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FI I 
WEST STREET STOHt 


$1000 Dam 
Flames 
Story at 


atee 


Riu 


h'ire, which w 
John Molt of F 
o'clock Urn nig 


storage roam of 
com puny store r 


Caused as 
ge in Third 
Building. 


ns discovered *by 
©In street about 8 
ii, caused damage 
estimated at g 10 * 0 In the third story 


the Lauli Furniture 
u West si reel last 


night. Kir* ChiefJAlfred it. KoUoftski 
snld that he hotfeveil that lit© Mare 
ws n caused by * 

Mott sad two 
were talking by 
eU a red glare 
the third story, 
room for a feu 


nretffl* smoking, 
other young men 
the store and notlr t 
in lho windows of 1 
They watched the f 
minutes and saw 1 
burning paper t eating about. An j 
alarm, the first of the year, whs 
sent In froAi but 41 al Evelyn »,irt 
West streets. 

When the firemen arrived iho *n 
(Ire building wak niled with smoke ( 
mid n Maze wap raging fiercely. r 
Fighting their vfity to th© scene or 
Urn names throu th smoke, which al- J 
most Minded U:om. the men soon 
had one stream Ion (he fir© and Uni 
blaze which. If H, had been discover¬ 
ed later, might lave wiped out the 
entlhi wooden mtiding, owned hv 
Joseph Mint ter of 66 North Main 
atreet, was soon under control. 

Fireman Protect Furniture, 

Tim salvage C!©w, a new grOup or¬ 
ganised by Fire ifalef Koftonskl, cov¬ 
ered furaituft fin the second floor 
with blankets ahd prevented water 
damage on that atoryi A 1 large 
amount of new furniture, stored on 
the thfrd fiooy, was sedrehod and 
, burn^l hy Gio rtro and damaged by 
water, Itenjamln W, I^ash, propHefor 
of the store, w«k unable to give-an 
estimate of Iho damage* which be 
said-was partly Covered by Inaur- 
•new. The damage to the blinding, 
was slight. t > f 

1 Mr t Lash told t^hler Koltfinikl tlfat 
no amoking Wri k MmJitM^ 

UUrd floor anff ufiTiri m*%T*5Ki 
hotne I Mt V* od )Ck'tlleft W*re ho 
algna of any fire A huge crowd Itfied 
West street and watched the firemen 
work. The ladder truck wa$ used 
to reach the second story. 
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Visiting Chiefs 
Answer Alarm Of 
* Fire, 200 Strong 

It is seldom that more than one 
Are chief makes bis appearance at 
a blaae, but when nearly 100 appear, 
tt*e unusual / t 

Last evening at I <VcIock t defective 
wiring etarted a fire In a garage at 
10 Forest street, owned by Daniel 
J. Healy. At the first blast of the 
alarm whistle the Rutland fire de¬ 
partment and nearly 100 of the lead¬ 
ing chiefs In New England, here In 
convention, etarted for the ecene. 

It waa necessary to string two 
lines of hoi a The Rutland fire fight¬ 
ers had the blaxe under control In 
a few minutes, with damage of less 
than $100 and were com pi! men tod 
highly by the visiting chief* for 
their, fine "stop** of the fire. 


FIREMFN SEEK CAUSE 

OF "HESTEffif BIAff" 

'< \ • • 

Fire Which Destroyed West 
Street Dwelling Being 

Thoroughly Probed. 

- 

In an attempt lo explain some of the 
mysterious circumstances surrounding 
\ blaie that destroyed a frame dwell* 
log house at 275 West street early Sab 
urday morning, officials of the local 
fir© department yesterday afternoon j 
and last night spent considerable time i 
searching the ruins and interviewing 
tfcoxa who might be abf© to throw 
some light on the case. 

It was, about 2:30 o'clock Saturday 
morn log when the house, which was 
owned by Mrs, Theresa Burke of Gen© 
avenue, hurat into flames. A minute or 
two later a general alarm waa sent In 
from Box No, 19, After another few 
seconds a resident of the neighborhood 
telephoned In an alarm. Last night It 
had not yet been, .determined who sent 
In the box alarm. 

Cause Not Determined. 

Before the firemen arrived on the 
icfiue the reflection from the blase had 
started hundreds of persona on their 
way to West atreet* believing that a 
factory or some other large building 
wai aflame, Whoa the firemen reach¬ 
ed the house the entire structure was 
burning and they concentrated their 
efforts on saving two adjoining barns 
and nearby houses. So successful 
were they that a shed within two feet 
of the PrevIU© house on the east was 
not even scorched. 

In less than half an hour the three 
streams ot water that were played on 
the burning house had extinguished 
the flames. A hurried' InvestigaLion 
was then conducted, but nothing waa 
discovered that threw any light on tfc© 
origin of the biaie. 

Yesterday afternoon Fire Chief Al¬ 
fred H, Koltoaski and Capt. Ralph 
Benn returned to the house and made 
a thorough examination of the re¬ 
mains. The Tout walls were standing* 
hut the roof had caved In and the in¬ 
side was merely a mass of charred 
timbers, ' 

Mrs* Burke volunteered the follow^ 
ing Information: 

The house was purchased by her 
about six years ago* Its last occu¬ 
pant was Jack Burke, who died of 
pneumonia last fall* Ho had rented 
the place furnished/ Since hit death 
It has been unoccupied. Recently Mrs. 
Burke had started reconstruction 
work on the house* The roof hid been 
raised and a second story was being 
added.-^The foundation was also be¬ 
ing rebuilt 

I The house was amply covered by * 
insurance and Just a few weeka ago 
j Mrs. Burke had increased the amount 
of coverage to take care of the addi¬ 
tional Investment represented by the 
reconstruction plans* 

Between 7:30 and fi o'clock Friday 
evening Mrs. Burk© and a friend bad 
mad© a complete Inspection of tbo 
structure, even going up onto th© 
second floor. She said ©he saw no 
sign of fire or smoke at that time. 

Chief Koltomki* after hU inspection 
of the ruint* said there were still 
several mysterious angles to the etie 
that he had not yet straightened out* 
The Are apparently started in eerar- 
al places at once* but Its center was 
around th© porch on the west ild* 
Mn. r Burke advanced the opinion that 
sparks from a locomoUve on the em¬ 
bankment Just to th© resr of the house 
might have caused (he bls*© j but 
Chief Koltomki pointed out that th© 
©parks could not have landed on the 
porch nor In the various parti of the 
building where the fire was raging the 
worst when he arrived on the scene 
Saturday morning. 

The ioB 8 was placed bv (he chief 
and Mrs. Burk© it between 12000 and 
13000* There waa a small amount of 
furniture and some personal proper¬ 
ty on the first floor, which wa© des¬ 
troyed by the fir© and waLer, 


-7 / * / 



Loss $3500 in Early Morn¬ 
ing Fire at Billings & 
Davis Establishment. 


Business blocks In the heart of 
the downtown section of the city 
were endangered early yesterday 
morning when a fire broke out. in 
the basement of the Billing© A 
DavU store at 37 Center street and 
caused damage, largely to stock, es¬ 
timated at $3500. The firemen made 
a quick atop ot the blaxe which 
waa In a dangerous locality because 
of the nature of the merchandise 
stored in the basement. 

It Is believed that the biaie start¬ 
ed from spontaneous combustion in 
a barrel containing oily sawdust 
used In cleaning the floor upstairs. 

Firemen Called on Phone* 

First warning of the fire reached 
elation 1 hy means of a phone call 
about 7.15 from aome unknown per¬ 
son and the siren, sounding a few 
minutes late from box 43 called out 
all of the trucks because of th© fire's 
location. 

Laying one line of hoee* the fire- 
men succeeded in confining the 
blaze to the northwest corner of the 
basement. The flames by that time, 

' were shooting out of a rear hase- 
i m©nt window-. Much inflammable 
malarial* such aa paint, linseed oil 
and turpentine caught fire and sent 
I forth a dense smoke, one beam and 
walls at the north end of the build¬ 
ing were charred. 

Heat Becomes Intense. 
f?o great was th© heat in the 
baaement M tt}at solder cans melted 
at th© front of the store* 25 feet 
from the seat of th© fire. Smoke 
poured into th© salesroom on the 
ground floor and ev%n reached th© 
restaurant of Miss Anna S. Kkkham 
on the eecond floor of th© adjoin¬ 
ing structure. 

The building, a two^story struc¬ 
ture, I© owned by City Treasurer 
Will F. Davis and Seymour Billings* 
Joint partners In th© business. While 
there was rather heavy damage 
from smoke* little water damage 
was done, it U stated. 
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DAMAGE AT GARAGE 

\ t 

*T ■ 

Flames Break Out From 
Undetermined Source 
at Keinan Plant. 

*s 1 i 


Awakened by crtea of "fire! Aral* 
outside of tbe" door of the Central 
elation, mam bom of the Rutland Are 
department were aroused about 2*45 
o'clock Saturday morning to be In¬ 
formed by a motorist that the 
Keenan Tire and Battery company 
station on South Mam street was 
in Hamss, The blaze gave the men 
an hour's tussle. The damage will 
amount to about |S00, 

Raid LeFevre* manager of Honey* 
boy Hugh**, Granville, N* Y„ boxer, 
1 was driving to his home at Man¬ 
chester, from LhJi city, when he 
noticed flames licking the inside of 
the battery etaQon* 

Not wishing to take time to look 
for a telephone, LeFevre turned his 
automobile around and headed for 
the Are station* Unable to gain en¬ 
trance he stood outside and shouted 
I "Fire! Fire!" Tbe members of the 
department, thinking that tbe station 
was ablaze* hurried Into their cloth¬ 
ing and came down to the lower 
floor ready for action* Then the 
reason for tbe disturbance w f as ex¬ 
plained* 

Cillmer* Summoned. 

At it ua necessary to lay a long 
line of bose, it was decided to turn 
in an alarm from Box S3 at Curtis 
street and Horton avenue, to sum* 
moo the call men* Many from tbe 
city attended the blase, 

. The Inside of the building was 
guUed. about ,$200 worth ot Urea 
were ruined and a number of batter- 
lee spoiled by a moke and water. The 
building waa not burned to the 
ground, Harry Keenan, proprietor 
of the elation, had been In Whitehall, 
N, Y„ for some time and Frey Tay¬ 
lor of Rutland waa in charge* Fire¬ 
men were Investigating the cause of 
the blare yesterday. 


3/a 7 /.3 i 

Mil HOME FI 
CHS no LOSS 


Blase in South Main St. 
House Caused By Keg* 
lected Flatiron. 


Dam.*gs of more than $3000 was 
caused at tbe home of Jam to P, 
Gllraln, 63 South Main street at 
about 1,30 o'clock this morning by 
a dr* fiid to have started from an 
electric flatiron which had been left 
on all night* The Annas threatened 
tho nearby home of Donnie J, Me- 
Que, 

The fire had a good Mart before 
It was discovered by Ultra In, who 

waa awakened by the smell of smoke. 
The flames gutted the kitchen of tbs 
house and worked up tbe outside 
partition, under the eaves and Into 
the attic* Dense smoke hampered 
the work of Axemen who were called 
by a box alarm. 


^hiT/-±4 


FI DIES FIFE 
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Flames and Smoke C 
About $500 Damage 
Grove Street House 


Fire of unknown origin ebou 
o’clock last night caused dam 
1 tlmated at $500 to the three)t 
ihouae at 74 Grove street, owndd 
Mm, Julia T, Clifford of 45 W 
ton street. 

The house is occupied by th 
illea of Samuel J. Gibbs, D. E* 
ton end Freeman York. AH 
driven to the etxeet by the 
and smoke and some of the 
panU removed khelr houaehol 
facts. 

All of the lire department T „ 
answered a telephone call whicl 
ceded the whistle alarm* Th® ikll 
was sent la by W. F. Prleur, i 
home adjoins the burned a true 
Blare In Attic. 

The blaze was confined 
tic, where mattresses and fumltiire 
had been stored by the owner* Tbo 
burning mattress** cast billows- of 
smoke through the window* and 
roof of the house, making it difficult 
for the firemen to work* 

A crowd of about 2000 persons 
gathered at the corner of Williams 
and Grove street, following the 
alarm, ‘Searchlights were played on 
the upper story, where the smoke 
oontlnued.to pour forth for about an 1 
hour, 

Mrs. D, E. Horton, who resides in 
the central part ot the bouse, where 
the Are Is thought to have started, 
stated that she had heard what 
sounded like an explosion and then 
the crackling of flames. She ran to 
the afreet, but an alarm had already 
been sent la by Mr. Prieur. 


MARCH 3* 19ft, 

Ashes In Basket 
Set Fire To Wall 


3*4 _____ ^ . 

Blut in Partition Oanata Dam* 
of $300 at Horn* of O. It 
Ooatello , 74 Sai t Stmt. 

■which earned about' 9100 
to lb« homo of Oeorta M, 
ContelLu. 74 Eut «tre«t, about IJ0 
o’clock ypsierday afternoon was bi|- 
IfSvkd to Wve started in a basket of 
ashes which, bad been placed on the 
porch. 

The Are department wu called by 
box 36* Tvfo H^es of chemical were 
all that was neckstary to extinguish 
the blase. 

Flames were prikdpally confined 
to the outside partition. They work¬ 
ed up on the Inside between the clap¬ 
boards, getting up to th$ cornice in 
an upper room* \ 

Smoke and chemical damaged the 
Interior of the kitchen *nd\up«taIrB 
room, but the flames did not reach 
the interior of the bouse* The up¬ 
stairs room had recently been\ r#y 
decorated and will have to be 
over again because of the smo 
and chemical. 


BE WEEK-END FIRES 


Blaze in Scale Company 
Barn Most Serious of 
Four Battled Here. 


Mor« ibim J3000 daniaxe was done 

by Wres in the city over the week* 

end. Blates In a Howe Scale com- 

paay stable, in two eulomoblk-s and 

in Brass on a Max ter street lot kept 

the firemen busy Saturday and Sun- 
day. 

At about 3,30 o’clock Saturday 
morning the men were awakened bv 
Marv n Noyes, a taxi driver, who 
saw the flames at the Howe Scale 
company stable. as he drove over 
River street bridge. The flre h*d 
made good headway j 0 the upp*r 
part of the building before the 
trucks arrived. A motor vehicle was 
pushed out before It was possible 
Tor the men to load Lo safety a 
horse which was nearly suffocated 
by the dense smoko Jn its stall. 
Several streams of water were 
h n u J* Ul, BUiehing the flames 
which did considerably damairc t0 
ino second floor and roof of t j le 
barn* The water was also used j n 
protect Ip g another building about 
throe feet away, 

Doctor’. C.r Ruined. 

A short circuit In the wtrinc nf 
a eed.n owned by Or. Charles II. 

°™ va street, set lire at 

Ml ° cIock yesterday to 

in* a .. h0 c,rbure 'or. The names 
spread throughout the car maklnc 
It almost a total loss, about $750 
iho Are department was called ami 
chwmlcal was ua*d to keep the fir^ 

hwift had but a few moments before 
driven the car into the garage and 
taken out another machine. 

Another automobile was a source 
A cat * t0 Aro department at 
11-14 o clock yesterday morning* 
Only .bout *16 damage was done 
*® tlic vehicle which was owned by 
D. I*. Sellcck of Crown street* The 
uptown station truck and crew an¬ 
swered this call. 

The firemen were celled to put 
out a Brass fire on Baxter street at 
1.33 Saturday afternoon. No damage 
wm caused by this blaio. 


£-y-J/ 


FIRE LOSS $1000 AT 
50 KIUiNGTON AVE. 


Oamasc. esllWled at nearly *1000 
was causal yesterday afternoon 
shortly after J2 o’clock, when fire 
■ wept through u partition of a house 
at 50 KUHngtqn avenue, occupied 
by the famlMeft nf f^awrenco Mc- 
Gulrk and David M* Keefe. The fire 
department wak gtimmoncd by lele* 
phone and thru an alarm was aent 
out from Box 'Ztk 

It wae the aeoond box alarm of the 
day. At 6.13 o’Qlock in the morning 
the department was summoned by 
an alarm from j Box 54 to fight Are 
which broke out In two rooms of 
the house at 71 Traverse place oc¬ 
cupied by Gedero Mignore* The 
flamea sorted In an unoccupied sec¬ 
tion of he hoaae and Jta cause is 
a mystc.T* ' 1 li* 

The *hjrd caJl, of the day came 

flren *>*i back to 

50 Klllingtoti avobue, when tbe occu* 
pant* thought |j(fcat the blaxo had , 
broken out aneki 
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APRIL 23,* 1933V 


Fires Break Out 



City and Suburbs 


a /».*/ *1 



By FIRST mss FIRE 


Damage of $300 Done' By 
Initial Ground Blaze • 
on City Park Land. 


Damag* of more than 1300 wu 
ciused In th# CRy park section here 
yesterday by the first .free* firs of 
the season. After burn Ini over a 
large section of bruahland, the flames 
gutted a one-story workshop owned 
by Frank Previn# of FrevIHe avenue. 

* The firs department was called 
from box 75 at Crescent street and 
Geno avenue, about 1.16 o'clock, A 
rather stiff wind hindered the fire¬ 
men who were already hampered by 
a covering of tin about the building. 
Smoke was too dense inside to allow 
4 the men to enter and It was impos¬ 
sible to get water on the fire from 
the outside. 

A large stock of tools, partly con¬ 
structed pleers of handiwork and 
articles of furniture, contained In the 
building, were jolt her completely de¬ 
stroyed by thc^ flames or badly dam* 
aged by emo^e and water. 

Warding by Chief. 

Chief Alfred H. Koltoriski atated 
that the origin of the fire is un¬ 
known, However, H Is thought that 
boys playing with matches either 
accidentally or Intentionally set the 
grass afire and were unable or un¬ 
willing to control the progress of the 
flames. He warned against promi¬ 
scuous setting of grass fires about 
(the city, urging persons who Id lend 
to burn off areas to take every pre¬ 
caution to keep the fire from spread¬ 
ing or Jetting beyond their control. 


I GRASS AND BRUSH 

AlanmngCouditionDue 
to Lack of Rain, Say* 
Fire Chief; Firemen 
Kept Busy; All Ap¬ 
paratus in Use. 

- 

FOREST * MENACED 

Several Houses Dam¬ 
aged; Barn Burned; 
Pastureland Is Badly 
Seared; Appeal Made 
to Public. 



Rutland** municipal fersat rf in* 
watershed In Mendan end inert*?*# 
was endangered, flames thrt#t #**4 
horse barns at the Rutland 
grounds, two heusee were 
a barn was destroyed and 
acres of brush and pasture land ba r * 
ed over, as fires yesterday brake ee i 
in ajl sections of the *Hy **d 
vicinity, 

Lack of raja has caused the weeds 
and grasslands to beewm* se dry as 
Under and so serious 1* tb* *iice 
tlon that Fire Chief Alfred H XM 
tonskl has given order* to every 
member of hlg d#9*m*#ftt to be 
ready for emergent All espbeyes 
of the department of pwMfe work» 
have also been asked to be ready |* 
help In case of danger, 

Not In man y year* be# rbe 
city been faced with a Are 
peril according to Chief 
ski, who, last night 
the resident* of |bst.„, 
vicinity to do evnryrbing la 
power to prevent arses **# 
brush fire* from ftartlng. 

A brisk wind, wblab r**«*4 rge 
flames yesterday, added 4tMU*Py W 
the work of lb# fir smew. 

Yesterday's first lUrn cans# aMyV 
fy after ^ JO 0 ’clock* wbee 


^J b ,f T ld«water Oil company M u. 
Ii«l the flr# dspuimem thu l bTui 

a«svre>jrsE 

brooms. “ tlnfUl,h «*| tl,B 

Thr«« Flras at On* Tima. , 

Between 11 o'clock *„<! 12.3 d 

piece of lire flghtlnf epparaio,' u> 
the city was tied up | Q bstOIac 
three separate Ores and a uhL, 
situation mlaht have developed' If 
them had been, other alarm* at that 
time. r 

At 11.08 o'clock the firemen war* 
called back to West street to agjsia 
uattie a brush fire, which bad broke* 
out near the Tidewater Oil com 
Pnay'* plant. They were still flghi 
lug the flames there, when an alarm 
•from Box 73 called the department 
to m West street, wherVa Nm, 
owned by Lewis Hied had hum 
[Into flames and was threatening ad¬ 
joining houses. 

Houses Endanger* d. 

Just as the alarm came Into the 
station, the fireman on desk duty an¬ 
swered a telephone call, which earn 
moned the firemen to Ilf Foraet 
street, where Game* were sweeping 
through brush and graii towards 
several houses* . 

Truck No. 3 was fighting th# Tide* 

1 water fire. No. 2 went to Fot#at 
street and Np, 1 and the ladder l* 

211 Weet street, * 

When the firemen arrived at W*et 
aVroet the bl&xe In the bare «si 
out of control and the rear end of 
a house, owned by Pally LeVeed 
was In names. The men strung t*o 
lines of hose and confined LhaTr e* 
forts to saying the houet, Th# flam** 
shot from the barn through a win¬ 
dow in the upper atory of th* hotvi* 
and in a few seconds the bed ciefV 
lug In the room, was ahlasa. 

While one group of fir etna* fu 
exU nguifl hing the bias# in the rear 
of the house and preventing th* 

| flame* from spreading from the b mm* 

I another group weht into tb* up#*r 
floor and put out tpe fir# la th* bwt- 
room. 

Meanwhile, th# firemen war* hav¬ 
ing a hard battle'with th# fusel 
which wars sweeping throagh lb# 
brush and grass on For art * treat. 
They won their fight with th* lie# 
alter a' half hour a battle. 

Firemen Galled Out Again, 

About 12.30 o'clock ftU of II# #jF 
pa rat us was back to th# lUUm, M 
not for long. 

A dump fir# was discovered eg 
Dana avenue and when th* a**e ar¬ 
rived the valuable hone hers* at 
the Rutland Fairgrounds war# hw 
Ing gravely threatened. The ire from 
the dump had agreed Into com# tel 
gras# and the fleet## **r* * 
licking their wag toward* the 
harm*, / \ 

It was nee eat ary there to airtef a 
Una of bose to win the flghi MdiR 
the fiamhsT 

At S.Sf o'clock Is tU 

department wu called t« Ofwva 
•treet, where m rw Am wu ra#*«. 
They extlnsutebwl the %l* Is i mrt 
time. •• | *' M < v i 

• Chemical Tank tmeteyed. 

At l.« o'clock tbe Bremen were 
called to ft Baxter street. wWe * 

Hr# ud started In the porch of (he 

home occupied hr Allred T. Detefld 

^ ' 

and James R. Derry and was spread¬ 
ing towards the upper part of tb* 
house. Using a 40-*aU#ft chcmlc# 
tank th* man put out tb# fir# wlf * 
out milch damage b#!ng caused. 
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CAUSES COO LOSS 
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.Department Goes to Howe 
Street, Answering Year’s 
First Box Alarm. 

Fire, du© to a defective chimney, 
i last night caused damage of about 
$200 in a shoo repair shop at Howe 
I and Forest at recta, owned by Car- 
mfno Abatlello, A house, built onto 
the ahop, was not damaged by the 
flames. 

The firemen were #ummoncd*by 
an alarm from Box 63, the first box 
alarm of the year. Whoa they arriv¬ 
ed the flame# bad spread from the 
l partition near the chimney to the 
“blind attic'* of the building and wag 
raining headway rapidly. Under the 
dtroctiim of Assistant Chief Ralph 
| Beane, one line of hose was laid 
and the contents of a 40-gallon chem¬ 
ical tank were played on the flames, 
j Tho fire waa guder control In about 
16 minutes. 

At 1.14 o'cloek In the afternoon the 
firemen were called to 118 Forest 
street, where flames from a. defec¬ 
tive chimney bad started to sweep 
through a partition of the house. 
The damage waa about $50, 


DECEMBER 24, 1931. 
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CHILD.). RESCUES 


Mrs. J. H. Dsmasi, Mother, 
Burned When Home Is 
Attacked By Flames. 


Mrs. Jo n H, Demas! of 248 West 
street w^ badly burned add her 
threo-weev *-old daughter waa snatch¬ 
ed from hr r crib by lb* child's elght- 
year-old n ter, Marla, Just In time to 
save her I >m the flames or possible 
suffocatior tm Are swept Ihe living- 
room and adjoining bedroom of the 
house ye* rday morning about 8,45 
o'clock. T: e ioas to I he building and 
furnishing was about $500. 

The fin- is believed lo have been 
atari Oil b> children playing on the 
floor with matches. Flame# caught 
In draperii , a..d spread rapidly ’rom 
the living >>om Into the bedroom. 
Firemen n waring an alarm from 
Box J9 Er rid flame# making rapid 
progress, 

Mrs, lb masl. In attempting Id 
beat *>ack ( Iso flames from the bed¬ 
room and ‘ach her Infant daughter, 
sustained! pflinful burns to her neck 
and arm*’ fer hair was ako alngcd. 
The eight’, ear-old child risked being 
burned to ^ ive her tiny sister. 

Smc e Oamagea Store. 

Hot aah^H fri th# basement of the 
Fi&hman store on Merchants Rom at 
about 2 o'tloek In the afternoon were 
the eource of a call to the firemen. 
Little dam zq w#k done by firo but 
conalderabby a moke found its way 
Into the m n salesroom of the store. 

The Art iien were roused from 
their beds at 3.24 o'clock yesterday 
morning ,D anawer a call from tho 
bouse ©f Patrick F. Sullivan, 31 
Royce *lrr t, where a flight hlaxe 
bad been tar led from an electric 
heater In he llvingroom fireplace. 
Little damage raeulted. 





















































-APRIL 15,1931. 


To Rebuild After 

$250,000Fire A t 

Montgomery Ward 

BAD L AM a 

j Lives of 3 Firemen Men¬ 
aced in 51 ^-Hr.Pight 
With Flames ;200 Oa U 
Ions of Denatured A l¬ 
cohol Explode. 

WEST SIDE Aim 


MARCH 2 f lyaiu 



UlI 
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Department Battles Stub¬ 
born Blaze in Lincoln 
Iron Storehouse. 


A fluttering ft Kcnerni alarm from 
Hox *11 , hi embers of the Rutland 
department yostcrdtiy morning 
battled a stubborn blare In the bun e- 
men! of (he Lincoln Iron Works* 
storehouse at 7ft West street. The 
office of the atata. Chamber of Com¬ 
merce and the Lessor Drug store 
are In tht building. 

The fire was discovered about 0.30 
o'clock by Godfrey K. Lessor, who 
noticed that tho drug store whs fill' 
ed with dense smoke when be open* 
tnj It for business. He telephoned 
to the lire department and soon af¬ 
terwards tho alarm was turned In, 

The Are originated In a pile of 
oakum In the basement and the 
smoke made It difficult for the fire¬ 
man to battle the hit izt. Two Unas 
of htpm were Laid and the fire wp* 
•can put under control. It was con¬ 
fined (o the base men t. 

The Plate destroyed a consider* 
able amount of shelving In the b*ae- 
merit and tho smoke darnagfHl the 
Usiior drug store. Chief A. It. Kol- 
t&furkt estimated the loss at About 
$1000. 

A year ago last month fire fn the 
same base man t caused about |4Uf>0 
damage. The building la owned by 
the Smith Lumber company. 


| While firm an so 4 p->lie«' i_ _ 

•niZiit w#r* keeping ■WAtsifin i r> ,. ( 
km W outbreak It 
which y M |«ntoT moral*c4Mtof£f 
M*®, Sontgonwfy Wird| -tbiT, 
bolldinc tM stock of KoJS^hTm 
I -Row st aa muawm u** 

•Irfirt?'* 00, plAaM t0r i*B(n*ateC«> Mm. 
•trucUon war* b*n* d>sewi!3<^5 

o. fc. I>. Bad Jam of Caster turn. 

Ss SESJS* a * *»■ 

u« moressuts concern. 

I«rI.*of *** 

•hort time threatened * tr*i£n m 

«“ “« sue Of 

P«t of Oottsss st«- 

«w> by Carroll Vi. KnCroswV#H 

land, Herald mail dark Ahartt* ..Sr 

rfetoakSSflanS 

s-SvaManBRS- 

smoke-choked Rutland kr» ((Mm 
C atM* «f tho ftr* la aUtl Jk(*| M 
unknown." *® 

Cloudo of a moke seen b7 McCloa- 
t k jfn j" ur,tl « trough tho window, on 

\vard etore were the first Indication* 
of the worst Ore that Rutland h*a 
experienced Ju more than a decad*. 

Police Turn In Alarm. 

Arouaed by the sight he ran U> 
Uio West aIreot-MerrJiaiit« Row oor- 
notl " e<1 „ Po'icoman William I 
Vondettn and Fofdyee A. WImaJI 
who turned In the alarm. When Uio 
department arrived tvo flame* coaid 
tfb aoan, but large clouds of bWLck 
iimoke. that inflamed the lungs of 
the fin?fighters, were pcmrtiig tram 
the baaemoot. When FlreChlet JG- 
fred H. Koltonskl looked over the 
«it nation and saw that his depart* 
meat had a real battle on lit hands, 
he turned In a second alarm for 
every call and permanent fireman on 
the city'e list. 

There were no windows or door* 
on the north and south aides of th* 
building and,It was necessary to 
fight the flames from the east and 
west sUlce and the roof. The win¬ 
dows In the rear wore covered with 
Iron bare and It woe neceee&ry to 
remove them before the firemen 
could get Into the building on that 
Bide—in which the fire at that lima 
w»* centered. ~ f 

The men stormed into the building 
with the black smoke pouring Into 
their faces and attempted to find th* 
center of the blaze. Hundreds of 
automobile tires in the basement 
were aflame by that time and (h« 
mrongeot light could not pierce th« 

darkTiosu, 


I Tim m T \ C<K!,,,,B 

Uly a rtSrt l whU^ n Jh e t n h % bM,,<tl »* 
‘■ail 

ilmoat suffocated brt h* Jrf floa L 
Picked him nYJml £ U 
I unconscious to the b,< " 

I Pari meat Inh.Iator r ^, 71 ’ 4 “+ 

vlve him and I» . ”•** to re. 

! he waa taken to 

JColumhus ciobhoM. of 

-treat from the bSfi lfc « 

be received medical ’-hare 

.««Muss hSrsstbifE 

had a close call " 

\murh Improved iJt ^ghL WU 

lly 4.30 o'clock fh. « 
flve el reams of water 
»nd It looked as tbonah u Ul " , bu, » 
put under control ^ Ji ! wo,l, ^ h - 
time. However * short 

unable to enter *?£* 5° **** " tu - 
j danger of » la ^‘ 

waa nearly over. Such wg* 
ca«6 however, ** 

D.n. tU r.d Alcohol E Xfllod , fc 

her© were nearly 200 2* 

-^rrjtrwST 12 
i iM ^!£Ea3S£ 

expKialon caused a series of 
bnmghout Urn bJliWl?, ^ from 

“"K • £S 

Firemen James J, nie* § 

] tsn ° ,,oa wera ° n «r* .t* 

“ Wl,,n * * alream do*a 

h^o!^i«i n# 01 ,h ® hol «- WhaJ 
wplMloit occurred they felt tv. 

r **«nd f»» under lUr tot 
the a thBy hMrd * f «rrino Vo.r a. 

!?• flBlne * -maahed madly all 

to «i. f o h o bul,d,0 «- rtwtoj 

wh^ 2 . t °v run t0 lha f ront and Jm 

hJli hi h,d Tha npiwkn 

n«d blown out all of the wW»» J? 

tho second atory and a win of im, 

towards the street waa (arHfvtam 
•Pfotatoj. m ^nt or the buRdlSt, - * 

oliTh? b * lo,r * Botlaf the 

plight of their me tea oa iks 

ik* k^** 1 * 1 * "boated fr*imc«liy P tf> 
then) to cone down Immediately 

Olaoa ran back and Informed Rice of 
their predicameat. The aectlon or. 
the roof on which they were etaiidJ 
!?* WB - , .* bout t« fl'» away amt’ 
tier could feel the waraln* tremors 

*?i h ? e)r f ~ { - ,n front ° f *KS 

wm the flame wall and below Uicm 
'•tla a roaring furnace. 

Rica Slide* Down Ladder. 

Leaving their Una Id the hole In 

k?,! 0 ” t i* 7 r * n 10 th " f«nt of the 
huJIdins. Chief Kottomkl and many 
on tho ground believed that huiii 
were doomed. Rice pl utl *,H| 1 
through the flame, with hi, arm, 

°I* r .i a J f J * Ce 8D<1 re * f ticd the huite 
aerial ladder stretch!n* to the ro«r 
The flames were all around him a. 
be placed hla foot on tho flrst run* 

«« was nearly suffocated by the 
Kaaea and waa about to let ro and 
drop, when the men below poured 
two streams of water directly on M, 

t*h^ > ‘tI leVl 7 W i. ho pI * cwJ hi" erroa on 
the aide of the ladder and on bin 
stomach slid down the run*,. 

-are and hands were scorched. 


Ills 


Olson waa next. He came through 
ihe fire wall and the streams or 
water played around hla body u hi 
followed Rice’s example and slid 
down tho run*,. It won « narrow 
escape from death for both of the 
Are fl*htprs. 

Revived hy some coffee, both men 
went back to take their places in the 
ftre-llghtlng line, for at that time no 
man could be spared. The flame* 
wore Hckinff tha Salvation Army 
building and Capt. J. 1). Hajman and 
hi* family* who had been serving oof- 
fee and doughnuts for tha firemen* 
left ibefr home and wm into tho 
street. Tbo flames were also threat¬ 
ening the shop of Gust Ljungqulal, 
Cottage street cabinet maker, the cu¬ 
pola of the building having caught 

2 r O ’Vr" lhat Mme t,1#t Chief 
Koltonskl asked Raymond R. Reane 

former alderman, who waa helping 
fight the flames* to call West Rutland 
for help. In the front of the build- 
r inn. the chief arrange*! a two-way 
Siamese atream. using the pumps on 
the hydrant at Weal street and Mer- 
chanta Row. The hugo stream, pour- 
inn 500 gallons of water a mlm.te 
battered the flame* back 

Wsst Slds Fore. Arriv*, 
Un^VJ m,nutM * ftor West Rut- 

*h.H? , b M ” Ukwl for help Chief 
Char lea L. Montgomery and 10 other 

a^n hTf\w® T 0 * 1 Sld ° * rrlT ‘‘' 1 •» 11 

aoon had t*o streams on the lire in 
0f Ji h “ building. Water ... 
•n^f , pUy * d 1 00 th ® Solvation Army 
and LJungquist buildings 

tlon U th/e hl BtT ? om, «t water In ic- 
l»n, the flames began to abate. 

Soon they had retreated from Ui« 

were ah!a°l v“ ,idln * *" d ,ho 
retch thl ’• m . et - aa of •■Mora to 
reach the second atory and enter 

I he Introduction of the 11 West R u t- 
'■<» H» tacu. 

men who d h^, L^® We,r/ RutI »‘»l 
men, who hod boon ftwaMawiUK *1 ■* 

end -moke for nearly throe hourf ' 

R , Sp . r ' ,d Curbed at » O'clock. 

*e? iha?°th e 2 Ck ther ° *** n ” d “ n - 
fhL 1 * flro woul(1 spread fur- 

were meltm“t fla r m<! ' ,a tl, “ ^uilJi I1K 
rTctncV ' ““f b ® for * ,he w «‘w. Hy U 

0 0 r.n^ 2 ke from th0 -mouldering 
roof and the material, in (he ■>->.. 

the n flr* Cr<> th * ° nly ,hr * " r,<l0 "r M of 

w«-Ss£" ; “s 

it the iheiti be,.n M hB re,ch “l 

Sm«eV n .n7«o II 'J h " QP l £ r « k4t ’ 

bJni btsWj 

Frank Rlcs Has Close Call. 

Hrernan Frank Rice, who waa 
• landlnx In the doorway In the rear 
of the building, had a narrow 
rape, when one 0 r th e bullet, 

uSHViFP* hofttl ' * n ‘J Imbedded 
Jtseir in the building behind him 

About H o'clock State Fire Mar- 
-hal A. O. Preble, who had hecu on 

V y i• th^0 ’ ,|tl, lha c,, y b y train 
till h* 11 ■ t ?PP««l for an Investlga- 
hulMI?v rIV ?J and ,ooh< ‘ (I over the 
KoiVlXi ' ^ congratulated Chief, 
ivoltonjskl and Montgomery and their 

?hl* h°V h0 ; p,en<t,d ■ ,<i ® p " which 

KT ^M, made - •>r«-lnff the fact 
flrl b °th -Id- of the 

of wootf-o rona(ruction. 

The Are marshal did not msko 
•ny statement a, to Ills opinion of 
the eiuie. 


































Not Certain of Origin, 

Fir* Chief Koltonskl I an night 
.'fated that hi* wiui not yet certain 
about the origin. He learned dur¬ 
ing the day that electrician* were 
called into the building to make 
aome repair* on Monday and that 
men had been working it the store 
pt 9.30 o'clock on Monday night, 

The firemen were deeply apprecl- 
*Mre of the work of the Salvation 
*Army workers, who even while the 
fire was threatening their home 
Aftmd coffee and dough nut a to the 
{weary name battlers, 

Th* merchandise available for us* 
So the store after the fire waa at moat 
negligible. Costly furniture suites 
and radios on the first floor and 
Other valuable articles made kind- 
Jlng for the flames. 

The Montgomery Ward * com* 
tfauy store had been heavily nock* 
*d for a spring sale. On Monday 
tfve carloads of furniture were 
brought to the building, II, C, Cor¬ 
nell of Bellevue avenue is the man¬ 
ager, Although no official estimate 
jpould be secured Jaat night it was 
understood that the Ward loss 
.would be well over *126,000, The 
building, erected two yeafg ago by 
ftadlam, cost *126,000, Cornell was 
unable to state last night any plans 
for the future or a temporary loca¬ 
tion but said that a representative 
irom the main office of the company 
at Chicago would be in the city to¬ 
day, 

Hadlam stated that the building 
would .be reconstructed immediate* 
if- Construction of the building 
5 “u 1 March* im by the 

n. Remington company of this 
city and was completed in the latter 
K* August, The Montgomery 
.warn fc company leased the place 

for IS years. One of lb pro vision* 
of the I ua*e was that Had lain, In 
rise of flre, would reoomlrurt lbs 
building Immediately, tin the re 
ousel of Hemington and Hadlam Iha 
Hromen pumped water from I he itl 
lor yesterday afternoon in order that 
work oould Its started as ijulckly as 
possible on reconstruction, 

Fire Chief KoKotilki Mated that 
Urn state lira marshal would he in 
the city within a few days To invm 
tigste the origin of the fin*. 

A number of mm, not permanent 
or call firemen, assisted In battling 
the fl ernes. 
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BELIEVE STORE FIRE 
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Preble and Koltonaki Lay 
Montgomery Ward Blare 
to Electric Device. 


After a complete Inspection of the 
ruined building, Wf* Mt^ihil A, u. 
Preble of Bar re announced yea ter* 
day that he believed that an over 
heated battery charier was reapona- 
ible for the lire, which early Tuee- 
day morning destroyed the Mont* 
voinery Ward A company atore and 
a lock at 20 Merchant! Row with a 
loss of more than 1200 ,000. 

Yesterday morning the Are mar* 
idial. Chief Alfred H. Koltonaki and 
Deputy Chief Ralph R, Beane of the 
.Rutland Fire department made a sur¬ 
vey of the entire building in search 
of clues as to the origin of the fire. 

During their iuveaUgallon they 
found that there was Teaaon lo be- 
ILeve that Din battery, charger had 
been In use early In the evening and 
probably had been working through¬ 
out the night. The marshal and the 
officials of the Rutland department 
are not exactly certain that the tire 
was caused by . the overheating of 
Urn apparatus Mt that la the reason 
which will be advanced lo the state 
records. 

Salvage Crews Arrive, 

Salvage crowd from the Insurance 
companies which had coverage on 
the stock of the Montgomery Ward 
company were working yesterday In 
a check-up on the damaged mer¬ 
chandise. 

(3. E. L. Bedlam, owner of the 
building* Btated last night that as 
noon as these men have completed 
their work, he will have the place 
put Into shape for Immediate recon¬ 
struction. He said that no contract 
Jor (ha rehab WUllon had been let 
yet but that tentative arrange- 
jnenta for the worlc were already 
underway. . ^ 

The Are* which broke out about 
3.30 o'clock Tuesday morning swept 
through the building In about seven 
hours* destroying the large stock of 
the store. Until yesterday's investi¬ 
gation the cause had been Hated as 
"unknown/' 


LEO D. HUTCHOM 

■ — T ~ ■ 

1 

Electric Co. Employe 
Climbs Pole During 
Fairground Fire to 
Prevent Accident U\ 
People Below. 

18 ELECTROCUTED 


Effort to Save Man Is 
Futile; Death Come* 
Hours Afterward; It 
Is Estimated * Fir e 
Loss Is $40,000. 

* \ I 

Tragedy, resulting In the death of 
an electric lineman, followed the 
Are whlA about 4 o'clock yesterday 
morning destroyed mammoth 

automobile building at (ha fair* 
grounds wlbh a loss now estimated 
at about $40,000* # * * 

Attempting lo safeguard the Uvea 
of flremen and spectators *agalnit 
danger from “live* 1 wires, Leo D, 
Hutchins, veteran employe of the 
Qentral Vermont Public Herrte* 
corporation was electrocuted at the 
top of a polo on Park street near the 
burning building, falling 30 feet To 
the ground after contact with high 
voltage electricity. 

Fellow workmen, A remen and dor- 
tors spent six hours In futile efforts 
lo resuscitate the. man uptll he waa 
pronounced dead at 1L15 o'clock. 

Many See Lineman fafL 
A hundred or more persona at the 
Are eaw the lineman fall (b his 
death. They also saw Clifford New all 
of Cleveland avenue, a fellow Jin** 
man, risk his own lire in an attempt 
to save HutchlOs. 

The tragedy occu|red about Mi 
o'clock, HutcIUns, who for IS y*ars 
has been In the employ of the *1*'- 
trie company, went up the pole M , 
cut the wires free from the current, 
l/iasrauch as the wires on Die ground 
were menacing the lives of firemen 
and others in the vicinity. 

Just what happened at the top Of 
lhe pole la not known: The Jlfly¬ 
man may have grasped an uncovered 
wire, containing 2300 volts of elec¬ 
tricity or be may have received the 
shock through the crossarm oi Ike 
pot* which It Is believed was high If 
charged. * " „ __ „ ,. , 

Fire Chief Alfred H, KpUontkJ* 
who saw the tragedy said: 

*’l looked up at\the top of thm 
pole and s« I did ft heard Hutchins 
go an loudly. The ^charge at that 
time 'had’ him. He was struggling 
to free,himself from the grip of <b* 
current and seemed to he atonal 
paralysed. His moans could he , 
heard for many yards. For a miaul* 
he slumped over the crossarm* then 
swayed backward and plunged to the 
ground*'-, 


Ruihts To Aid Companion, 

When Lineman Newell saw the 
predicament of hte fellow worker* 
without thinking of hk own Ufa, he 
ran to the pole and began cltobtag 
upward. He had almost reached the 
middle of the pole, when Hutch!** 
plunged downward* ^Newell sirs tain 
«d out his arm to grasp the mi* . 
but the weight was so greet that 
Newell was knocked from the pofe 
and fell with 4 Hutchins to the 
ground. He escaped without Injur'; 
k«* 1 . ' . V ^ > 

^Electrical workers on the ground 
tilted that Newell had only * b* f a 
chance o< waving Hutchlu* and mil 
the odds %ere against saving his 
own life If ,he should come In coata/-! 
with the man 1 * body while he wag 
In the grip of the current * 

Hutchins struck the ground on fcta 
•boulder with a dull Umd. Spectator* 
were hotrlfledsat the turn of events, 
tlnke Into Uneonsclousnsst. 

Just a* fellow workmen and Ur*, 
•men reached him Hutchins gasped 
several times and then lapsed into 
unconsciousness. Eight on the epos 
where he had Wien work of reams* 
elution was started, Neighbor*, wha 
Just a few minutes before had be*H 
worrying over, the possible deatnsc* 
lion of their homes, hastened to hi* 
aide with hot water bottles and bUn* 
keU, The Are department lnhalatof 
wss brought out and tanka of oxy* 
gen were sent In an ambulance from 
the hospital and the Patch' ManttfaS 
luring company, 

Newell led In the work. For (Are* 
hours doctors, firemen and employee 
of the power / company labored la 
the highway to save the lit* <* 
Hutchins, Gathered s round the 
group were hundreds of persons at* 
trie ted by the Are* The man's body 
was warn for * long period and at 
(toe* a Slight pulse action was Ut* 
Iced, Clayton Fuller. Charles Willard* 
Davtd Roach, William Davis. Fir*, 
man Martin Kelly and other* assist* 
•d In the work. Dra. Francis S* 


Qulglsy. Si pi wart W. Rosa f anil / Job a 
U South worth w*r* In attendance, 
Late in .the morning the man 1 * body 

till* hjun. ti M 


Late in me morning the mans body 
was taken Into the home of Mrs. 
Scribner at 1$ Park street, across 
the street from the destroyed ante* 
mobile building, where the men con* 

tinned their efforts to revive, Hutch* 
ins. j 

v Olsi at 11.16 0!sloek, 

! At 11*15 oy opk the man wss pro* 
non need deiul. 

The cause of his death was offi¬ 
cially given as^ga electrical shock, 
although it was believed that be 
had received severe internal Injur let 
from the fait, The body was taken 
to the Spencer ctioerul home* Later 
It was taken tp tho borne of Mn* 
Harry L- Smith bf Sheldon Place, sis¬ 
ter-in-law of the'dead man* 

Hutchins Is survived by a 10-year- 
old son, Burt Hutchins, It Js the sec¬ 
ond time within two years thaj 
trasedy has entered the little boy's 
life. Two year! ago his mother, Mrs. 
Eoraada Johnston Hutchins was kill¬ 
ed In an automobile accident near 
Hubbard ton, * * \ 

Cl Mis of FJr* Unknown, 

Fire Chief Kdltonskl last night 
staled that uutlPState Fire Marsha! 
A, G, Preble bonducts & thorough in- 
veatlgallon the Are cause will be 
listed as "unknown*" The flames 
were discovered' shortly after 3.30 
o'clock and In less than an hour bad 
raxed the automobile building, which' 
had the largest ‘floor space of any 
building In the state. 

"Had It hot been for the rain 
which fell jluridg the day and wet 
down the roofs ot dwgfilngs and also 
sprinkled the grass and brushland In 
the vicinity, wo might have hari a 
conflagration- an 3 our hands/' Chief; 
Koltouiki skid last night. ^ 

As If was, Ares caused by falling 
sparks, broke on the roofs of 
three buildings. . Two occurred st 
the bouse and barn of Newman K, 
Chaffee, who lives on South Mata 
street, a alert!, .'distance - north of 
the Are, but Iheso wore put out by 
members of the household. 


28 

The West * Rutland Fire d«part - 
meut* Immediately upon arrival, ex¬ 
tinguished a Are, which had staried 
on the roof of p* harp, owned by 
Cfleb Buffum of Booth Main street* 
For a while It looked as though 
the diiatter of Easter Sunday, 1923, 
when several flrwi were started by 
■ parka from a dress factory Are on 
Strongs kvenue* might be repeated* 
“Exposures” Safeguarded. 
Safeguarding of "exposure*" by 
tbu combined Are Aghting forces 
saved further damage. 

Engine 1 and Us crews p rolee ted ' 
the buildings oh*We fairgrounds* 
Engine 2 played two streams of 
water on Ihe'buralDg building* 
Combination 3 A covered the build- , 
leg* on Park fctreet. 

The tpparilui from Proctor was 
stationed at the Central alaUoa, pre¬ 
pared to answer alarms to flres, 

starting from flying aparks. 

The West Rutland apparatus. In 
charge of Chief Charles L. Mont¬ 
gomery, covered the outlying sea- 

lion, * I 

So far as Chief Koitonskl could 
learn yesterday- the Are started In 
about the middje of the huge bullfl- 
'Ing. The Tom Thumb Golf course* 
owned by Class q, Davis has been 
f 1n use in the jiacs since early In 
the winter. Because of the height of 
the celling it , h^d been found neces¬ 
sary to build (t^fslse celling In or¬ 
der to decrease* heating difficulties* 
This colling, constructed of paper, 
was an easy ,pVey for the A a me** 
Thb golf cours^walueij t*t more than 
$16,000 was completely vuloed. The 
owner had planned to remove it 
from the building to Lake BomoMeen 
for the summer.. 

I Director* tg Meet Soon* 

Will L. Davis, president of,the 
Rutland Fair association, stated last 
night that no j)l^os for reconstruc- 
Uon had been hjade. The board of 1 
directors of 1 ha association will hold 
a meeting wlMUij Iwo or three dsys^ 
to consider plans for rebuilding* he 
said. 

The automobile building was con¬ 
st meted about Aght years ago by 
Charles (L„ Noyes, local contractor*- 
It was 180 fee* dong and 100 feeL 
wide, ' , , % I vn 

Up to this' year It had been used 
during the wintAr and sometimes 
during the summer as a storage 
place for automobiles. During fair 

Jim# ft has besc used as aa a stomo¬ 
bile display roots, 1 j i V 
In commenting on the Are, Davla 
Asld; "The Joee of the building end 
the dee tract ton of tbs golf courts Is 
as nothing U compared with the 
death of the fine-man, who wee try¬ 
ing to safeguard those at the flra. 
We can" replace the building," 

* The building »a< cheated by an 
"air blowsF 1 oil-burning system. 

On IF one A reman was Injured dur¬ 
ing the battle against The flames. 
JUymond McGarTFs bands were 
bsdly acorched*by beat as he .work¬ 
ed on Park street. 
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Incendiary Rumor 
Spreads As Fair 
Has Second Fire 


inquiry begins 

i-- 

\ tdustrial Building Is 
, Hazed With Damage j 
/Jof $ 22,000 ; Proc to r | 
and West Rutland 
Departments Lend 
Aid. 

— 

PREBLE ARRIVES 


lttceugatwa mruul 
lay into ih* cause of the fire which 
it ibctit l o'clock yesterday morn- 
i-l comply'ly destroyed ih* large 
t*4uitrtol building on the Rutlsrfd 
lit; grounds and aerloualy threaten- 
dnorf than * 100,000 worth of prop- 
aeirhy, Ix>*a was Ml!mated *o 
|« |:i*00fk Energetic work by the 
wtlBremen, assisted by West Rut- 
itd Ind IToctor companies. paved 
grandstand and Horticultural 
Sail structures. as well as private 
4 **lUag» on Park street 
* While Pair association and fire de- 
jart!tifrnt officials wpre reticent In 
Tttrrenr* to th*lr Investigation** 
Cfcltf Allred H, Koltbnskl and State 
fV* Marshal A. G, Preble spent con* 
iWtrtbla time yesterday, looking 
$ttr ihm ruins of the building* Chief 
galumski would express no opinion 
si to the cause, but Said* "Fires like 
tilt don't just atari,*' 

Second DUaitroui Biaxe, 

I Thu li the second Urge fair 
V^^ttds building which baa been de* 
*:re*t4 bv fire recently* In the lib 
part of April* the Automobile 
HiWlnr we* destroyed at about the] 
uttS time of day with a loss of ap- 
peilmatety 125*000, The two flrei 
ute made considerable drain on 
it# fair association, <aa Indicated by 
a* fact tbit Will L. Davis, preBi¬ 
tot of the association. staled last 
Mkl that the Industrial building 
till be rebuilt only -with the aaaur- 
im that th* merchant* and manu- 
Suture rs will stand behind the M- 
WKtoOon by taking tbelr usual exhb 
IKtoi concession*. 

- Tt* dimes were discovered it 
tavt 2*07 a. m.. by ft C, Colemaq 
vke ilus on Park street almost op- 
wait* th* Industrial* huMriln* *** 

Hi i' to feed his in Tan* 

h* tett ruo Intense heat and 
14 * tJin re(!*■• lion of the dame: 1 - 
j i>,* 3T Park street, a neigh- 
% r r! trnleroan phoned the fir** d^- 
ftr’tr+e^' r.tpt, I rancts Seward 
u-M -.a »a aUrm on n^ivtnic ttw 

^ Fmd Roof Caved ln. 

U\r r,:e apparatus arrived 

* t** * »i:r, Lh* flames had rnnMiin- 

* V’* if.dVn portion of the 22H hv 
>* * bidding and tho rev»f had 
p** ’u ii the HPT or of the Mrtp- 

ilM’ Mi fflterue that lb 1 ' 

if* *S - on th»' r^ar ^f *n/:n*. 
wr fi^e blistered when itn- 

M ^ I-1 ihe blazing building 
l iv ■ i ,i line nf tm>e Tree* 
i -jfc «\- «'f r(*>idences on I*nfk 

*,*•** v * ** nfcbed as wrr#- tb** 
^r* ' home* Of io-epti t* 

*-t i \ f h Vri J Hetfic The wiiod 
ir».’„ •:;*» Pruk Bark sireoi ac^irii 
ifi #,civrcbed 
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FIRE LOSS SE 10 


Cause of Blaie That Dam' 
aged Building on Mer¬ 
chants Row Unknown. 

r 

Aftor two days Invoatlgitlon by 
Fire Chief Alfred H. KoHoiakl an4 
tbo owners of the MoClaJlan block 
it 65 Merchants Row which was 
damaged by Ire early Saturday 
mom fug, the cause ot the blase was 
a till undetermined' last night 

Damage to the building and the 
four buainee« f placet located In the 
three-etory wooden structure was e*- 
limited yeelerday at |6000 ( well 
insured. 

bTre and smoke caused most of 
the damage, although water from 
the five streams turned upon the 
blaxe seeped down through partitions 
into the Anee & Bravea candy shop 
and McClailen's drug store. The fire¬ 
men, and also the police department 
were .complimented by the owners 
on their work In saving much mer¬ 
chandise In both stores. He^vy sal¬ 
vage tovem were thrown ovir ahow 
cases and fixtures with good effect. 
Howard Heaviest Loser, 

The heaviest loes was suffered by 
Harlaad V, Howard, whose second 
floor electric shop la believed to 
have been damaged to the extent of 
52000* Damage to Hale's Ins mute, 
adjoining Howard*! shop, la estimat¬ 
ed at $500 while the McClellan drug 
store 1 baa an estimated loss of 11000 , 
hjfiUrtaied damage to the Anea & 
.Braves store approximate 11500. The 
balance of the loss is on the build¬ 
ing, i 

Chief KoUomki pointed out yes¬ 
terday that one potential cause of 
the Are was spontaneous 1 combus¬ 
tion,jSorae oil mops, it was said, was 
stored la the closet where the blaro 
Is thought to have originated and, 
on at count of the warm atmosphere, 
the** may have become Ignited- As 
the alarm of the fire was turned in 
from box 45, at 2,30 a, m., Located 
in the heart of the business section, 
•very piece of fire apparatus id the 
city and all call men responded. 


i 


**' ■ *.tii*’' flying embers stall* 

* - »'n !h« -htngleis of the 

rt<*':*■ 4 >*r irtiirr. but iho fire- 

**' ' v + T* k^pHU i Rj^ W41ch 


** - 4 . ipp-iuru’N uuirkly ^hii- | 
i >• . .r bt'foro any serious 
rione. They k*pt 
V4>r on ihn srundAtand. 
y H a;? -iral bulUUifg and ron , 
:jt re>:room structure, also 

T iv t% opposite on r*irk street, 

Sumf non* Out*lde Aid. 

TS Rutland and Pro^ior 

*.* we 1 '** railed upon by Chief 
x: s time when U was 
UiV firA would iipr^ad 

r^troom itruciure In* 

^ -s Is%*p Horticultural building, 
J*'- 1' »1mi ronneoied with ihe 
*yi ltd Cfifta Mrurfitre. It was hl^ 
te thest* rompanlfs* ro 

Hf * p*^* buUdingi on ihe grounds 
to the vrUcfuren on Park street by- 
4 treims r»f water on th^m 
At that tlm^ It was coo* 
tmpo^f this to save ibo Indus- 
tolling 

J?** Hutlsad, a rpltmteer com- 
**7. siubk!fh#vd ►nrnsthlng of a 


^ f J la selling to the fire. It ar* 
,-rw! at the fair grounds exactly 13 
aficr the call was received, 
^r i fire company-arrived ebon* 
n tfyr tbs <Hber out-oMown com 
pU However, the latter company 

rt* needed, 

r>*v r In the electric lines running 
0**4 through the Industrial build* 
bad been cut off for so ms time 
^ when -the firemen arrived the 
p** f f la all other lines in that sec- 
** M tbs city was cut off to avoid 
* aj«ctretention, since when the 
iBiaaioMls building burned L. C. 

Hutcfilns, a lineman, was 
m *4 by shock received when ho 
U contact with a high voltage 
a* which had broken from a polo 
**M4 the dvitroyed building. 

Fair Executive* Meet, 
rrta^est D a tip, wh s n approached 


following a hastily Salted rt**11ni 
of ths executive board of lbs Fair 
association, declared that the U*m 
to ths aaaocla.tloit was wbotU 111,000. 
Tht* Iobm was only parHally covered 
by tnaurancs and will b# felt rathar 
ssveroly by ths in«ocUtkoi, A 
brand n^w irKdrirtruck which bad 
Just been fit led with a sprinkler lank 
and apparatus for ke*plhg the rare 
track In condition was ruined. 

Tbs building contained about 14 
merrhaota* and 01 ^ 11 ^ 4 ^*™' 
booths which Mr, f>av1s said, rapf» 
aented an Jnvrstment of be* w*en fibs 
and 1300 each,bringing ths kwt of 111, 
Ofifi, There were also two complete 
restaurs til kitchen out fir a on the 
south aids of the building. Thera 
wa* nothing left to salvage. Mr 
Davis said that there was do rubbish 
In Lbs building which might possibly 
have started ths firs, neither had any 
workmen been In tbs building Ihit 
season. 

President Da via commended the 
firemen for Lhelr excellent work In 
stopping the fire In leas than dn j 
hour wtlh no damage except In t be | 
one building. They saved lbs grand* 
stand from burning, toss of which 
woukl have been • very heavy blow 
to tne association, Davis said. 

Speaking of plana Tor rebuilding 
the Industrial building Imm#dlately, 
ho aald that the Fair aaiocUUon In¬ 
tends to erect a new structure, atm* 
liar In design. If It has ths assur¬ 
ances of merohanta and mapufac* 
infers that they will back tbs pro¬ 
ject by leasing the aims amount of 
apace they had occupied In the de¬ 
stroyed building, The structure vu 
erected In 1X24 and at that Lime fill* 
od a big demand for exhibition 
quarters. It was an addition to ths 
group of fair buildings and did not 
replace any former structure. Mr. 
Da via expressed confidence tbit lbs 
exhibitor* would accept the proposi¬ 
tion. 
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FRUIT CO. FI LOSS 



Franklin Block, 41 Mer¬ 
chant* Row/Damaged In 
Early-Morning Blaie. 


The loss In Ihe fir* which ruin¬ 
ed the Interior of Ihe iwo-*tory 
building at 41 Merchant* Row early 
yesterday morning, destroying I ho 
itock o[ the High Grade Fruit com* 
piny, operated by John Pants a and 
conn timing furnishings of apart¬ 
ments on the second floor, was 
ad last night at morn than (10,000 
partly covered by Imurinc#. The 
origin of the blue baa nof yet been 
determined. 

Pintail nald that hi* loss In fruI*_ 
and nut a alone would total about 
(4000. Tho lois to the owner of the 
building. Mias KUa Franklin, 1* un¬ 
derstood to bet In Ihe vicinity of 
16000. Early yesterday morning 
Mies Franklin bad a crew of «1 k 
carpenter*, under Iho nupf-rvIDon of 
contractor Frank D* Young, board¬ 
ing up the store front. As soon as 
estimate* can be obtained the 
building will be rebuilt, she stated. 

Duffy Bros, market on the south 
side of tho burned building was 
damaged by water and smoke. A 
shipment of canned goods In the 
cellar was damaged and William F\ 
Duffy proprietor, said yesterday 
that he figured his toss at $1000. 

The brick wall between the 
Franklin building and Ihe block oc¬ 
cupied by the A & P. store at Die 
north was the only thing which 
saved the latter, firemen said. Only 
a small amount of water made Its 
way Into the cellar, although the 
place was blackened with smoke. 
Frank Bruxza, part owner of block, 
said yesterday that it will take (600 
to paint and "fix up.” 

Battle Flames Three Hour*. 

The flrem^n from the Central Urn 
station fought the his** for more 
than three bourn before iho Damps 
which continually 111 reale not Hie 
wooden partition mi the Ihiffy Bros, 
side were checked. 

The Arc broke oui at 3 :10 and 
by the time tho hrt, apparatus 
reached Iho scene the Damns worn 
htleaking to tho roof, 1 tin blase 
had gained such headway Hint non* 
of Iho stock nt trade In Dio fruit 
atom or the furniture In lb* apii.t 
merit above waa saved, 

Paata*, who occupied an 
mottt over the Horn, watt »wa> at 
the time the fire broke out and Mrs, 
Paulas wan no! In the Hiy jm Hint 
no Uvea w rre endangered In the 
building Hscir hut hr She adjoining 
block occupied b* the Duffy meal 
market, two roomer*-, Jim Travers 
and James Bennett, were taken out 
by 1 he firemen from iho second 
Door, partly overcome by smoke. 

The firemen were forced lb work 
under distressing drcum»:pticen in- 
aarouch as the thermometer hover* 
ed near the zero mark. 

On the second floor of ihe A. & 
f\ building Is located t.ie office4 
of Dr, J. E. O'Brien, Dr. Charles If 
Swift and Ur. N. J, Delchaoly. All 
I three offices were badly amoked 
Tho rooms occupied by tho Rutland 
Business College on tho third floor 
were also blackened. From Iho cel- 
lego office window could lie seen 
yesterday the mute evidence of the 
Dames which came no near to 
breaking through the partition from 
the adjoining roof. 3 2 feet below. 

Yesterday morning a fire brought 
iho total for the year here up to 
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Ojium of , Early-Morning 
Garage Tire Is Still 

Mystery, However. 

^ f - _ 


Investigation conducted yesterday 
afternoon at lbs mini of the Abra¬ 
ham Newman garage office on Chap¬ 
lin avenue by Fire Chief Alfred H. 
Koltonskl failed to disclose the 
cattle of tbs lire early yesterday 
morning which caused damage estU 
mated at about 115,000. However, It 
was decided that the fire started In 
a small closet beneath the" front 
staircase leading to the second story 
of the frame building. 

Newman declared last night ‘that 
his loss on the building and automo¬ 
bile parts stock would amount to 
about $12,000. That figure, he said, 
did not Include the loss frojn dam* 
aged office records. The garageman , 
was unable to Mate whether or not 
he would rebuild the structure or 
tear it down. As to his loss from 
destroyed recotds, he said that the 
building was too wet yesterday to 
Investigate the eitent of damage in 
the office. He said, however, that a 
large portion of his records are In 
the safe. 

file-Hr* wag discovered shortly 
before 3 o'clock by Mrs. Grace Ly¬ 
man, who lives at the borne of War¬ 
ren Hinckley, next house to the des¬ 
troyed building. She was awakened 
by reflection of the flames on the 
mirror of the dresser In her bed¬ 
room which has a window facing 
the garage office. 

Second Fire In 3 Days, 

Thk.flre was the second causing 
considerable damage to a commer¬ 
cial establishment in this city with¬ 
in three days. The other to happen 
at approximately the same hour of 
the morning was the blase which 
caused about $10,000 loss to the 
High Grade Fruit company store 
on Merchants Row and the block 
which contained It, Both hisses were 
of mysterious origin. 

Two other disastrous fires hap¬ 
pened la this city thia year of un¬ 
determined origin and at about the 
same time of day as the Newman 
Are. They were the automobile and 
Industrial budding btaxes at the fair 
grounds. The* Montgomery Wsrd 
store fire le*tlye*r also was of un¬ 
known origin mud it, too, happened 
at an early bAr of the morning. 
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«I SPIRE .IS 
I 

SPECTACULAR FIRE 


iim « Burst Out High Up 
on Steeple as Workmen 
Repair Its Walls. 


oil F1CIALS UNABLE 
TO LEARN ORIGIN 

Courthouse and Residence 
of Dr. Gilchrist Endan¬ 
gered; Fireman Hurt. 


t , ri - uliit'h l<roke out In tlio 
, P |P ..i the Viral Uai'UM t hurth 

i i-tiif'T t about 2 A* *» cloorf 
afternoon threatened, for 
i to destroy the entire atrut* 

. ,L alto the Jutland County court 
hJildinj: on the east and tbo real* 
J ni * of Ur. a. J, Gilchrist on the 

\x K \ (vnJ> considerable prop* 

rrjv endangered but tho lives of two 
♦tieplejaeka who wern working on 
,4» outside of the spire when the 
Mt* was discovered, were also Im¬ 
periled* Members of the Knights of 
rdthlaa lodge, altllng on the porch oi 
tnnr flubhoure across the street, 
watching tho steeplejacks at 
*jrk When they discovered the 
HpV 


TiJmc'* >booting from the spVe only 
* W tcet above Iho workmen’* 
Held*. they shop ted warnings* 
rhe nteu Quickly lowered them- 
i* elves tD the ground In their bo»V* 
i hlfrs. They did not descend any 
mi soon for barely had they left 
ibj church law n w hen pieces of slau 
Ntan to fall from iho topmost part 
of [the spire* * 

Fire min Injured" 

Amn Pelllslrl of 132 Slate aircei, 
a dillmin, sustained a laceration up¬ 
on the top of the head while he was 
insisting In the difficult task of 
rrfcting a ladder on the east aide 
vlithe roof. He was given first aid 
ink wu able to continue his work 
until the bliif an exiingulihed. He 
*4* the only man hurl, although 
miny of the firemen risked their 
h\Vs In climbing around en the roof 
anb Inside the steeple. 

r *puty Chief Ralph Bean and four 
member* of bis company had the 
ink dangerous task of any mem* 
Nr* of the department. They were 
nit ones who carried the small lines 
hose to the peak of the spire on 
~j Inside, more than 150 feet above 
thr ground. Their ascent was most 
difficult because there are no stairs 
ito ids the steeple. About every 
Hiftt feet there is a platform formed 
H braces from the outside beams. 
The m*m had to "snake” them selves i 
tri m one platform to the other, 
nr Ting the fire before them. 

Work In Dense Smoke, 
tecauao there wa* only one ama.l | 
h ,t ;* In the roof, made by the steeple* 
ji kx to facilitate ihelr work, the 
*nill ^pscc on Uia inside of the 
tow was filled with dense smoko. 
VrntilaUon wa^ v»*t y poor* making 
br'ithinK difficult lor tho firemen. 

Utcr they had driven the flames 
to the very top of the structure, the 
rtT *men chopped a number of holes 
th ough the sides of the steeple to 
permit them to see and breath bet* 

R * They atan leaned out of these 
h< >s with lines of hose to send 
*1 eima of water onto ting flame* 
wMch were eating Into tho steeple 
I tap* 

ievml lines of hose were used In | 




Tues day morning, may - 17^1932. j 

FiVe Mars Stately Church Spire 


Wm *mi 




SPECTACULAR FI 


(Continued 


Pan One), 


Aj&inguiahlng 
ifile water 
cause of the 
strong wind 
thp lime* A 
m ide to tho 
ladder and 
tented to It* 
w It In Just 


blase* However* 
the flames he¬ 
ft eight an4 the 
blowing at 
connection was 
bn the aerial 
apparatus was en 
length. The wind 
wift ill jibv »*▼ wrong direction l* 
al ow til* streajn to strike the spire 
wfo sufficient force and continuity 
to, be of much (ise, 

Falling ft^te Hit House* 
falling aisle land boards chopped 
frpm the side of the spire endanger* 
*d the lives of ithft firemen working 
with hose and ladder* about the font 
ofi tbo steeple* [The Gilchrist hous* 
wi* pelted wuH numerous piece* r* 
sllie, but no damage was done. The 
tlwim from the serial tedder was 
blown onto that house several times 
add at one point was girthing 
odto a large utffldow, but tbit wt* 
not broken. I 1 
,A fter a strenfioua/bsUle for more 
ten an hour* flW list small tonfUe 
dame was pm out and the firemen 
able to tike a rest* Ice water 
a served to them from the kitchen 
the Knights ftf rythlss clubhouio* 
Cause HU Dstsrmfnsd. 


tn* 

of 


Chief Koltor 


„ VHWW Jkl and Deputy Chief 
lean made anl Investlgallon of the 
[hr U was 00 L They 
tflnd sny evidence re- 
ijse of the mysterious 
s p pa rent from the 
bnner In whfch Ihe fiamea had 
I charred the In ft Her of the steeple 
t ft they originated on on® of the 
| platforms about 20 feet from the 
ak of the spl e. * 

. Here the pit ok* or the pisi form 
N ire badly damaged and the heavy 
t: sms support og $he lower were 
c arred consld yrably. The outside 
b8ardlng upon which the elate 
[singles were nallwi was eaten 

® ough In pis :es by the flame*. 

U outside boarding will have lo 
[He replaced ant a part of the plat- 
ftJrm but the inain beama support- 
I & the spire [were not seriously 
(tmaged by ihi flames* 

I [Chief Kolto i*kl declared that 
[ pjere Is no dai ger of the spire fall* 
rtg, but loose Ulate pieces may be 
| llowti from tft« outside. Police rop* 


^ 

Flrtl «4IOce *ltu»to<Jion Senior tlre-t wa* d*m«eil 

<)»y when flamei broke oul jn the ileeBle while men 

ot^r’b A / (Jltcbrhl *■ n rt li ihe* r> *hT * * SVttalTJ County ,j»ur| 

ZZ s* sw. sr .2 


work their wey up the 


flames. 


Xl±Ul 


reel near the 

la section b 
falling slate 
Spent 
church 
end his 
i« stop mad 


KX 


IS 


Me Water Available. 

Gav^t iurhmoncd the Rutland, 
WtM Rutland and Proctor Are de- 
perlm-nti* Rutland firemen arrived 
ftfsit, liut^ because of Ihe lack of any 
water fmurbe* they were unable to 
Arheck the flames. They helped to 
remove a large part of the furniture, 
and other belongings. Including more 
than 15# worth of Jewelry* 

n the other department arrlv* 


_ __ r _ 1 .™—-™ 1 V 

Iwn from the outside. Police TOp-J„ u T t ed, flrbmeo decided that a sutnciem 

off a conaldurable area on Center I Mf.| MjS, JotlH Flory im our t of chemical ei tin gulf her was 

_ * t i.faV. Dmi u 1 r 1 nfT■ i vh 1 k *1 _lji .. i _ m.v *u+i a in check the fire. This 


ehurclu Pedeatrlant 
being warned to keep away from 
use of the danger 


. sad other officials 
^Tnmendod Chief Kol- 
depsrtment upon the 


E^turn From Outing to 

hnd Home in Ashes. 

' 1 —i—. 


JoHn Flory of the west < Proctor 
rotd yesterday estimated that dam¬ 
age of more than ISA# was dona 
when! Are of undetermined origin d*- 
ilroyed his home at about 6 o'clock 1 
Satui^day afternoon In spite of the 

AW 


avilla de to check the Arc, This was 
irled ‘ut w*bs not successful* t.apl. 

t f ihe Rutland depart- 
that tho Are could ca*' 
Mopped had any source 
been available. However, 
flretnen were able to do 
was td save a portion of the furnb 
sure ltd the hay bam nearby. 
Traffic Conceited. 

Plan es and smoke from the Are 


Saturday afternoon in ipite of thf l trm Vrf3"kttndr^r7fhoUday motor- 
of Bremen from Ilullaod. I ^ oked Tho toad 

TV eat Rutland and Proctor* mftrft4 thsn a milo 


Mr] and Mrs. Flory and family left 
the residence at 3.iff*o’clock for ao j 
I automobile ride to Lake Bomoaent. j 
Wherfthcy returned at 7 o'clock and 
found their home in ruins and no: 
furniture in fight, Mrs. Fiory* who 
ftaa Wocn UV for some Urat, fainted. 
Pail J. Omwet, who lives at>oul an 
eighth of a mile from the Flory 
f^rm, discovered Ihe Are when h* In¬ 
vest irialed the source of a cloud of 
amok blown by a weal wind to him 
while he was sluing on hi* front 
porch At that time. 4.15 o'clock, tha 
flame! were confined to a small shed 
attsci ed to the east end of Ihe dwell* 


for a 
in esc 


liitance of more* than a mile 
lT1 direction. A large number 

Of drillers stopped their csra on the 
centre e road to watch the Are, thus 
cepKcsllng traffic for more than an 
boor. I 


ins. 
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Lash Concern Suffers Loss 
Estimated at $5000 in 
Early Everting Fire. 


Kir* of undetermined origin cans- 
M damage estimated Mwe^n HOO0 
toiJ J5<HK) lo the Lash fursltura 
*tore on Wm; street at about 6.30 
■ oYlock Usi night Efficient work on 
1 thrt pari of the Rutland flro depart 
. mm quickly halted what might have 
twir a dangerous Are and reduced 
mater damage to a minimum, Ben¬ 
jamin W. Lash of Birch wood aye- 
I uuc, the owner, wan in Burlington 
At thi* ilme of the fire. 

A. L. La (■ay of IJ Evelyn street 
I It wavered tho fire when smoko and 
f reflection of the flame* attracted bin 
" tUftitlon as he was passing the Nor* 
° a filling station ut the corner of 
I West and Evelyn streets. He Jmmc- 
alalelv rang in Box 4L 
Alt four lira trucks responded* 
'Muui iho firemen arrived flames 
were gaining rapid headway In a 
^' ni *be aecond floor which was 
3(!rHi with mattresses. Between 22 
1 and 22 mattresses were destroyed* 
Several beds on which they were dir 
.'.ayed were badly damaged. All 
I £‘®odwork In the room was burned* 
The flames had started to eat into 
I the celling and partitions* 

White most of the firemen were 
hufiy getting two llnea of hoso Into 
Eun building, several of the inert 
*iretched a number of Urge tarpau- 
ins over the furniture in the display 
room* on tho first floor to prevent 
^ster damage* The burning mat- 
. s s ea were thrown from a rear 
| l nor 10 the alley behind the build Jog. 

There, a w\ream of water was em- 
[ ployed to extinguish alt signs of Are. 
The alarm was sounded at 6 29 
■ clock and by 6.S0 o'clock the flames 
were entirely under control. At 7*30 
j o clock the building was entirety 
near of smoke and the firemen were 
mopping up the water on the fleet 
floor which bad seeped through the 
cell tug. 

Edward \V, Tracy or IS Nichols 
*ireel, assistant manager of the 
store, said that no one was at the 
store w hen the Are started. He said 
that everyone left the building at 6 
o clock. 

The only evidence of Are on the 
first floor was near a small stove, 
n a repair room on the southeast 
^ruer of the building. Here a small 
*fI of shelves about four feeL from 
the stove was damaged. There were 
Indications that this damage had 
been done by the Are ou the second 
floor (he firemen said. 


DECEMBER 35, 3032. 




1C. PENNErSTORE 
muu BE FIRE 

Flames Brcjk Out in Base 
ment and Srr/oke Causes 
Heavy Losslto Stock. 


origin is Unknown 

• J'lrc which origiriptefl from an unf 
known muse In th$ boiler room o< 
the J. C. IVnnej- sfiire. 2T-23 Cenlejf 
street, ahoul *.30 i'rlock lent nlghf 
threatened buNdlngi in the heart of 
the business ceulef and resulted Itj 
heavy damag* by tfnoke lo the Pro* 
ney stock, A tariff; crowd was aU 
. traded to the scene an ih* truckf 
appeared and amojfe poured fi«-*vr*ft». 
ward from tlie; Dlfee-Mory brick 
building, > 

The firemen wer% Aral t ailed by 
telephone by MoUiftyelc Officer War¬ 
ren <:* Battles, who discovered the 
Are, butjt was later found necessary 
to sound a general alarm* 

Denso smoke tiled (he ator^-, 
When firemen a Dimpled to g#t to 
the basement wit 


they were forced 
"freshalr masks" 
go down the si a! 
the booster tank 
flames until a reg 
could be taken Jn 
Frame* Entlrel 
The flames war 
boiler room and 
where dismantled 
cardboard cartons 
partitions were * 
men prevented 
spreading to the 


a line of hoid, 
atop and put op 
fore they could 
ay* A line from 
rved lo quell thp 
latlon sire strearp 
the store* 

In Basement* 
confined t6 t!& 
adjoining, roofii 
lacking box H and 
were kept* Thd 
ehpd but the fir#* 
he flames ! from 
iirrounding atocl- 

IhJt 


nwm 

Water was use( sparingly ip 
there wat no di nage from th 
source* What lit le water leak 
from the boao co sections on the 
main floor, was lopped up before 
damage resulted. !j 

Two Firarf tn Injured* 

Two firemen w#e slightly ip jure 
Frederick W. Ha Ago, jr., sustain 


slight Injury .on 
! collided with a * 
H* Stone burned 
contact with a . 
fighting the Are 1 
The building 
ney store 1 i ownei 
estate. The seen 
by the Tea shop 
of Lind ley B. 8 
clairvoyant, lives 


lis nose when 4* 
Iwcase. Capt* L^o 
Ms right cheek y 
leam .pipe white 
the dense umol/e* 
pupled by the pi* 
by the John Dui In 
floor Is odcupi id 
|nd the law oftic Is 
tires. Madam t, 
in the thlrdjflooi, 



OF CREEK MIS 
HELDFOR ARSON 

Father of 10 Children Sticks 
to Denial Despite Hours 
of Questioning. 

FIRE LEVELS BARN 

* “ 

Rags Soaked With Kerosene 
*andC3as Found in Walls J 
of Damaged House. 


After several huurs «f *nir Kr ll- 
Inif Cliarlti, Heloik. 33, nialntulnt-.l 
li » Innocence of * har£*, of , fM „„ 
aj'ulni.t |,im | iy MUIo 1 * ai 
• nrnry J.tk a. Vn,*l»y r *. 

•uit or b Art, at Minoii sj; o', |o,‘k 
i»*i nlcht n tili lt (.omptriftly (IfBirni - 
t-n lit ft hrirnoltai II ami .JlKhlly [Jam. 
«R<td llte houifft on UHot k i. (urnt on I 
Lreftk road. Dam a** j, expfriH 1u 
he li*** Ilian f;ouu. 

Kftro*enft ■ nd ea.olini; roak-il 
n.** found Biiuiftd |„ parilllon*. b<*. | 
nsath >Nls and Jn oilier p |. C ei , 

f'?° Ml r.m € . <l,re,,,n * br «lt*l 

Hre Chlof Alfred U. Kolion*kl dnr 
J?K l h '*r InreallKaUon re*ulle.l In 
lb« arreiil or He lock, who wilt bU 
»lf« and IU children trii alme ut 
from i ha farm when the Are brok»- 
oui. He returned *oo n aMer the 
alarm was sounded, 

Bclock fold Crowley that be Wl 
hnnift Rt about 8.46 o'clock in the 
evening tad went visiting Jn Center 
HuUand* H* denied knowJiNlgn of 
the oH-inakpd nga and other evi¬ 
dence! of arson found about the 
property. 

Ktroeent on Floor. 

L«ul» Gray, who lire, on outer 
I*rk atreet, dlirorered tins tire and 
Bounded an alarm. He rushed to the 
farm and «■> the first to arrtee. 
The barn was rapidly belnit conaunt- 
, »y rl ®n'«« and It, wa« I m possible 
“'him to enter the structure. 

When firemen arrived a pump line 
saa connected to the river. Chief 
Koltonskl and Deputy Chief It. It. 
Bean discovered tp« fi r « | tt „ le 
house through a cellar window. Th" 
flames bad trained but alight head¬ 
way there, and were exUnttulshed 
before much daman waa done. The 
harn wa* practlcall y a| n rufna when 
the firemen arrived. They quickly 
extlnKulprted the flames )n (hi. 
structure. 


During the Invent feat Inn, the off! 
cer* found In a room, believed to he 
ltin kitchen, but b*r« of furniture, a 
Iwrae pool of kerosene. In the hase- 
tueut wss a pile of highly Inflain- 
innhlft material lopped with a rai; 
saturated with kerosene or aasollnr 
Tucked under the sfll on the wen 
Aide of the hou#a for aevend tu?i 
were ra^g to oll-vaiked thai the cel- 
aji was dripping wet. The atairwaya 
leading from the cellar lo the Aral 
floor and from lhe fim floor to the 
second, were oil aoakexT* 

In on«« of the sleeping rootui. which 
had been stripped of all fumlablnga 
hut a bed and feather matlreeji, w*m 
fimml a hole Jn the partition Into 
Which had been atnfTed oil nonked r 
ragii, Kerosene h*d apparently been 
poured on lap of theae rags since the ! 
plaster surrounding the hole Was 
dripping w + eL lit other rooms aiml- 
Jar blta of evidence were found. In¬ 
cluding several large enipiy kero¬ 
sene and gasoline containers, 

Mclock ws* locked tn the police 
jail Ian nlgbi following the cross- 
examination by Crowley. It is ex¬ 
pected that he will be arraigned 
today. 

During Crowley's questioning, Be 
lock said he did not know how many 
blanket* bis fsmlly owned. Me at 
another time said that the family 
alept with only coats for covering. 
The farmer declared that three boy* 
ileep in one bed. three girl* in an¬ 
other, and be and hi* wife with the 
other four children sleep la the third 
bed. In many other Instance^ be 
lold con trad let lug sforle** > , 

It la understood that Belook had 
about 13500 insurance on bis house 
and barns. 



















































Vacant Buildinj;'on Post St. 
Destroyed; 3.Houses Badly 
Damaged By rlames. 

SHOWER OF 
THREATENS 


Samuel 

bile, 

Swfcpt By 



nr* a>i«f Alfred *. Kottomk! 
ywterday wa« making plana for an 
investigation Ot a 1 lr» of unknown 
origin, which broke oil In lb* mi- 
chine ahop buDdJng of Lh^ old DctIb 
foundry oji Poet About 1TJ>6 

o’clock Saturday night, and aprcad 
to three hpuaea and a jrIrate germ** 
on Spruce; and! Poat at recta. Damage 
amounting to.more thin 110,004 waa 
by flhfi flrit rhtch At cue 
time threeiteood thej ei tiro neighbor- 

bid' foundry buLldlhg, ocated 
ob property betwedo Spruce and 
PoAt straeU, had not teen/n use for* 

many yeao. ; 

The (Ire was dlscovBred About 11 * 
o'clock by[ a fun vfhc w«a walking 
acroe* Rller street bridge and »w 
the flames shooting up through th® 
roof of this bhlhUh||. 

Sfctidn Thregtensd. 

The flri|men fought Me*p<trately to 
save adjoining property. The houaee 
of Kamuwl D‘AnellS| Aid Joeeph Zin- 
jtaJll of J'oat street apd William T. 
Dwyer of, Spruce etrkn were badly 
damaged., An automobile owned by 
D'Anelll# -which wa» parked Itt the 
highway In front of Ulo foundry, was 
destroyed* The beet was so Intense 
that D'AbelH could hot get to the 
mummoblle before ihte flames reach- - 
ed U. 

Chief KoUonakl fegred for hornet 
' In other eoctlone o% the city aa 
sparks from the taming building 
MM toward the nfrrtb. 

Flams* Consume Foundry* 

When the firemen arrived the 
fia mrm had gained etch headway to 
the foundry .that It (was ImpoidbU 
to aave It The, enjoining house* 
were oc. fire at that time and fire¬ 
men turned All Uxeti effort! toward 
wwUngulablnf thorn bUxw. 

S®wermi stream* of water were 
played on the D'AneW, ZlagalU and 
Dwyer bouses event after, the fire, 
which threatened ti destroy them; 
wu under control* , The heat was 
mo Interne that the glees In several 
windowa * 1 irn the neighborhood was 
■battered. 

The foundry bulldipr wad of wood' 
en oonetmction aod burned speedily* 
The glare llltimiriatkd the eky and 
attracted the lmrgeeU crowd that has 
been out for a fiije here in many 
years. 

The chief and .other fire 
rnent official! wilf n*ake a thorough 
aearch o{ the ruits jtoday in an at- 
tempt to 1 estabJtati the origin of the 
blaxe, | , | j 


Officials Start Investigation of 
/ ' Three Mysterious Fires in City 


Suta’a Attorney Jack A, Crowley 
la aiaiaUtig Fire Chief Alfred H* Kol* 
toaaki and Police Chief Roy H. 
Leonard In the investigation of the 
three myaterleui Area which have 
occurred in this city during the paat 
three dayi. The building® burned or 
damaged were the CombiaaUon farm 
sUujrhterhou*'* off Stratton road. th* 
A. B. Enjfrem barn on North Main 
street and the Valent® dwelling, 
Granger street. 

The Investigator! found that no 
one la «opposed to have been In the 
tlaughterhouse for two weeks previ¬ 
ous to the fire. Thla building wa» 
entirely destroyed at about 3 o'clock 
Wednesday morning. The flames 
were not die covered until they had 
gutted the structure. 

Te barn on the Engrem premised 


burned to the ground Thun day night 
at about 7.30 o'clock. Seveial per¬ 
sona are known to have had 1 knowl¬ 
edge of the fire several minute* be¬ 
fore any alarm wai given the fire¬ 
men* One person, whom the invea- 
tlgaiora would not identify# *ia 
queatkrned in this connection. 

Early yesterday mornlnr a hotis* I 
at the rear of the residence of Peter 
Valent# on Granger street was dam¬ 
aged by flames. U U believed that 
this fire originated on the outiide of |! 
the building. Damage was eat]mat-: 
ed to be more than 1300. Insurance | 
protection was being carried on ail, 
three buildings, it is understood* 

Firemen were called out eeveeal l 
times yesterday to extinguish grass I 
fires la various pari® of the city. Ncj 
damage resulted. 


TUESDAY MORNING, .lUI.Y 31. 1034. 


Fire Chief Says Men Do Not Use Axes 
On Windows and Roofs “ Just For F '.in” 


rtrt ctiltr Alfred Xoltonakl, in 
an interview yesterday exploded 1h* 
mytk that firemen us# their big 
aiea to break out windows and cut 
holes in Ih* neofi of home# or bush 
nr a* AfUhHihmtnl* Just "for run.*' 
tie *iplained Ihit any {Uraairt 
4tmm by the fire men 1 * axes is fir 
outweighed by (he great reduction 
in the fire Ion. because the Ventila¬ 
tion of a building permits more 
prompt extinguishment of the fits. 

"Hot amok* slid gans" explain¬ 
ed the Chief, "go to ill part* of a 
building when a Arc itirU. If (hey 
are not released, they wilt frfiik up 
within the building, end either cause 
the fir# tb spread through the build¬ 
ing rapidly# or result In a smoko ex¬ 
plosion " 

In addition, be went on io **y IhaL 
"firetuBn, when apterlug a very 
smoky build tug. gre unable io locate 
the teal of the Ore Quickly. In 

order io put out the fire with f> 
smell a w#t*r lots *s puillblo. H 

I tietesisry Ip find the fir* and throw 
[ the wgu-r directly on ii* 

J MTien * buHdlog U "opened «P- M 
si th# ft rsrtwi *e. v » by cutting holei 
'itt the tlW «nd breaking out wl«- 
! dowi, Ihn smoke, boat sth! gaiea 
off Into Hie outer air. Then 
Ar*m*n oan enter the building easily, 
nod lbs fire, and put it <hu Quickly. 
Without inch ad Ion, it would take 
k«jg<w Io find the fire, wafer might 
he throw n where It 1* uol niH*dod, 
®nd firemen would suffer greatly 
fnrni th® poSsopOus ga^rx In Ihi 
smoke. 

The lens! fire depart men L acwcird 
IngM Chief KoUonikl. 
firirak windows or rbop h< w 

, - -- __' ~W* * — 


not 

hen 



FIRE CHIEF KDlTONbKI, 

It 1* poaslhlu u* viriill Ufv a hu lid lug 
QUkkly without 3-uc U d*iu + igi . H*t 
did say, bo wav nr. lh*« if In njittuluif- 
ly eaettnilal tlift thu amt»kn n4 lienf 
ha drawn out of Ihn building just at 
soon ax U)U Rip depart t|1^n ptrU'***, 
It Ivai hmn found# afh-r lUorougii 
Study, i3*fTU*l fim i bk-f, hu\ ih*j 
damage dope by hrenoui \u opuulitg 
up" a building U nothing r »mpar4*d 
to the dnmHga from fi k i 1 walur 
it they do JK*t fallow such a oentiKt;. 

"Nn one wonLd rufusu to nlk»w a 
doc lor U\ am puts I a h flux -r If b*f 
knew ihat ibe nifipulativn won id 
s!t« his lUe," caedudiHl * hI*• f. 

'Fire fighting !» llku Llmt. Culling 
a Ivole in the rtw.f often mos the 

t?nUre build lug and Ma rimhiMi." 
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Sterns Co. Stare 
Ravaged by Fire; 

Damage is Heavy 


34 


CAUSE UNKNOWN 


) i.,inrs Start in Oil- 
l.ivnnr Room in 13 a sc- 
in. ill and Spread to 
Hi ini Floor Through 
Eli valor Shaft. 

jewelry melted 


t * hr ltd©*! t Q IllYg nutted ill 

ittier room in the basement, 
s i**4 * Intimated at |25 t O0U 
f # t'„# rhtik* Sterna and company 
t , f * it 74 Merchant a Row about 
,j- , , WV UM night. Member a of 
li# Tamilv of Roderick E. Gravel, 
»> A t T2S Merchants Row, an 
i ir * fiii-ni adjoin ini; the store build- 
K| ,rre forced to flee by way of a 
if* mu pro 

n* hrat was so Intense In tho 
*t, r* rut jewelry on top of a din- 
r*iv hm< near the frdut entrance 
in Tvr)ti‘d to jslmpelesti bits of 
«*t»i Water did more dam as o to 
i* <um I m tho around, second and 
ill rA l Hugh than did I ho flamer, 
Th© working under great 

MudUap because of dense smoke, 
•ait u the men said smelled like 
Urelhf nth checked the fire's prog- 
ttt» ami completely extinguished 
It*© fUtnew within a short time. The 
if* had made great headway In the 
tairmrnt and first floor before a 
leuerhy smelled smoke and aent In 
ii alarm. 

D*na« Clouds of Smoke. 

V\r»pn the fire department arrived 

i kars • ** llule Indication of the ei- 
'•lit of the fire. As soon as a win¬ 
dow in the front was smashed in, 
ih# dtate, Mack smoke began to 

oat Into the street. Within a 

moments, the street was filled 
*iik intake aa waa the back alley 
isd Edio6 street section. Windows 

ii lit resr of the store were smash- 
el la la tlve ventilation so that tho 
*nw rootd get Inside the building 
vltaout being oTgreom*. 

The aerial ladder truck wm 
irn up in f r * i n t of the si ore and 

* * ladder pifrndwl M* the roof. Kir#* 

- * ft < Uuihi-d with ii line of b©an to 

any flam ok mould they 

- •* 'i ihat Height. 

Flames Spread to Shaft, 
t 3ii the oil burner ftKim, lli*i 
f * »* spread over the entire rear of 
< ua»rnh*nt 4 getting in Hide the ©lo- 
»*' t vhafL Tb© draft In the shaft 
m i* atriing That tho flames wor© 
i- aw u up to the third floor. On I he 
i ifid floor, the fir© spread conoid 
raid* nt the rear of the store while 
to Hu- second and/ third floors llio 

were confined principally to 
it* inside of the elevator shaft. 

A Idige amount of slock was burn* 
M in Ike basement where ft was 
o*cvd on shelves. On the ground 

* *■* Muck ut the roar was dam 
*r*d by tire while smoke, which fill- 
O tlm room, caused heavy loss. Wi- 
T *? \tu rested tho loss. The slock 
Ca^4(£r* on the second and third 

principally by smoko and 

»«Uf. 


FI*tmen Rescue Cat. 

^•*nn*n in the apartment adjoining 
V-* became greatly alarmed 

ind tIt*-Ir screams could be heard for 
i-um* distance a* they stood on a fir* 
*oip»H. They threw articles of cloth- 
tri * onil bedding from the fire, escape 
to the ground, four stories below, 
Firemen made a trip to the Gravel 
it'inmrnt especially to save a small 
khtra which the fleeing family had 
Iprgottcn, 

* lirge crowd, warned of the fire 

by a general alarm, packed Mar* 
chants Row from building to build* 
(ng. Hundreds of others viewed the 
fire from the rear* where most of 
the action took place. 

Phene Company Busy. 

Interest In the fire was so gresi 
that the telephone company had to 
tall back a large number of opera* 
tors who were off duty. Hundreds of 
calls were mode for information cop* 
earning the fire. At the Herald of¬ 
fice It was necessary for one per¬ 
son to stop* all other work and do 
nothing but answer the telephone 
calk about the flrt* 

Firemen Oort Masks, 

None ot the flreroou was overcome 
by smoke because smoke masks and 
•it lines were m#d by the men who 
were working in the parts of the 
building where the smoke waa thick¬ 
est, The fire Was under control In 
little more thin a half hour after the 
firemen arrived sod it was complete¬ 
ly extlngplahed within tittle more 
than atj hhur. 

The oil burner In the Sterns store 
exploded last week* doings some dam 

age. 
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Fire in Shoe Store 
Endangers Center St. 


Smoko and Wat or j)am-1 
ajrc Stock of Jmnmi 
Jiloinnhni-j.; Establish¬ 
ing (’oniin- 


nicnt; Kin i 
ed to J3asi 


GENERAL ALARM 


Mient. 




Kira til uitdewm 
apparently Marled 


©a used heavy dan age from smoko 
and water m the six k of the Hyman 
fllnfimhPrg shoe store at 44 Center 

ii o'clock Jaal 

i L, 


n©d ni Him, wJiIt ii 
in the hesptiieni, 1 


*/ /• j Z. 


sirrct shortly aft^r 
night and menaced several jbUAln**.* 
establlalimentii oh the smitd stdr or 
Center streei in the h»*aru of lh*" 
business district. 

Muml reds of rpe -tMlors Hf** j mblcd 
k\ den mi clou da of urn ok 4 rolled 
from Lh© door ant windows of thi? 
ahoa store and ■ I] uf tlko rlly> nr*, 
fighting apparatus appeared in re- 
stionse to an alarm from | Hox 45 t 
Center and Wales * Irena, 1 % 

The flrnmein fou:id little hlaa* but 
Hie smoke arising from impulderinx 
Shoes and packing caaes grenily 
bandhapped Ui© nfco In thjdr work 
Not until thoifHAUtU of gallon* of 
water hail been poured In throng Ii 
the d<Hir and wln< ohs from several 
hnae |lue*i wero th H m**n al>le to ap¬ 
proach close to tht* entratiite. 

The exieitalon Udder ivis raised 
In order that a loss line ^nlght be 
taken to the roof should tie flame* 
©at their way sji4*rd. : n 
F ire Stopped in Battmenl. 

The fit© whs stopped in the lias#* 
mem hut the ld**j will amount to 


' RAZED Bf FLAMES 


Structure on Combination 
Store Property, Formerly 
Slaughterhouse, Burns, 


several thousand 
heavy damage* by 
Thu sh#»e stock 
ruined. 

Tlie him k In whMi the HJapoiiIho g 


store J* Un ated, « 
stnieture, i« own 
Martel h ud Other; 


lollars dti© lo the 
r*inoki p Hpd s,ftier T 
w as pnirt |rally 


t|»re* #-iory bt l» k 
d iiv Emergen© 
'I 1 Ho iftor© ad 


I Joining the lltrkbinherg establish- 
| rue nr* la the skme lm lid ing, t* 
vacant, SS are the ap^H inch's on the 
two floors above, with the eg cep 
(lua of th© room i on tbi second 
floor, west vid#*, occupied by the 
Quality KWtrir iliop, Thb* la ccm- 
ducted by H. FtusaHL Hall and Albert 
Avery, The amok* reachedithis sie>p 
and Hall w ms nea ly oven^me as be 
dashed Inio the moms a*mn after 
the flre whs ritirrvered. 

The vacanl rooms lmined lately 
Above the fllflftmherg estalillf hmeflt 
wi-ru permeated with smoke. 

The Nlrhols & Harney j clothing 
a)ore adjoin* the Marini bp!Ming on 
fhe enst and Fruit land on | the 
The Are did not Ireif 
Ushments atPhroiffh 
a 1 rung odor uf smoke in boHc 


Fir© of unde ter mined origin about 
3 o'clock yesterday morning destroy¬ 
ed an old elaughlerhouft© building 
on the Combination Cash Store farm, 
off StraUon road, with a loss of sfiY** 
oral hundred dollars. 

Flames, shooting nearly 100 feet 
Inio the air, reflected on a ttcavy fog 
hank, brought the fir© to ih© atten¬ 
tion of resident© in many part* of 
thin dlty t Rutland town/ We*t Rut¬ 
land and other nearby town*. Due 
to tho deceptive ness of ihe reflec¬ 
tion from the fire many of the per¬ 
sons who went to the aecne at Aral 
belloved the fire to, be on Killing!on 
avenue. Others thought the city 
poor farm property was a blare. 

Tim building wan old and unused, 
thus its burning does not represent 
a great loss. Members of Rutland 
fire department responded to'a tele¬ 
phone call rL 3.20 o'clock. Tho flames 
had made such great headway that 
there was Utile the firemen could 
do but extinguish grass fires started 
from flying sparks. 

The firemen were also called out 
four other times yesterday to extin¬ 
guish grass fires. Util© or no dam¬ 
age resulted, Tho fires were an Al¬ 
len street, Fairvlew avenue, Glegion 
road and East Washington street. 


id (in lb© acur 
rh I hr** ©MAh 
rh*-rM w** * 

trojbfc* In bm 















































ectacular IFire Fighting 


*jmmm 






irlM *h'n ft Ulhl^Inc fr.ll Mt 
ahqw > above k*pt Rutland fir* 
i*m f >r shout n\x Aoura Hiturdav 
l\. 1. iJacki Sav/ntd and tJ*orgo 
s Icjct and n hslf tireem of wfH*r 
I>Tpv f 1 nlreet. r^dod by Arthur 
ut pn the flre.^ 


MONDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 


EARLY- 






JUNE 3, 1933 


_ 
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flSMSIMLT 
HIS BAPTIST SPIRE; 


Jirpnipn And Stccplcjick. 
put Out Flames After 
Six Hour Fight. 

t ,4 r , r * * <> tin*** j« pw lamia r fir** 
^ :> i *Hy t* roany numih* 

vt ;,f jhml V^' oVlnrk Situr 

y*jf when lh* alecplw on 

HapM* * bur H htifit into flam** 


hr r i f P ‘H k by A bolt of 11* M* 
t .[■. „ ,* +m i*^!. 10.1 tod fir ti* If** 
‘, 4 . , ■ * ( „ U^,Kf ft r« bat Ilf i| 

f *a if ■ * t*>f AbOllt il l botim* 
v u : ,\\ »\* * MrwM gr<M »-r, 

■ . h irs1c^ Ml* l&U trtfri 

„ -, ■ I J, U**f1 lilrt fir** Of4ti JiTill 

* # r - ' r - ,n*-. p*c*4vfd b»** 

f m t , fliiriti *n* M>wndo*| 

t ,*, h) 1 i r i n s trunk ^ rlsla* 

* „ if.o 

, , I I ] , i p | S'* * .» I 4 H Tul 

( lt f „ v I ■ >, Ill* fjirmaHwl apf* 

* r iuP* r ff tbrllU 
, ', *s of Mi* IrtMd* of 

„ . . -*» p!o and dangled 

*, iP«* 1 1 - iiioin than 
, t * .••.►> ,v i, d 1 r*o tin* mi i*i''li 

^ , ; *i <( m <»'■ HrfliT oji *In* 

( r 1 „ . [ f I#* v took i rtitild 

, t,.. * * !i t o miemitiing 

,i' • k* t **1 tin * fn»ni ibi* snub*, 

» ,1 ; tr *■ w*tw directed on I ho 

’ ♦ r'H Jtk I h*h‘ d bS< k #Ul1» H 

, f# 7 l T * ' " N « 

^trrplpjieW Scilu Splf 1 *. 
s f , , ie in -oifi T>cirf«»rm*ll< p o 
. (1 , fc .i*. i s J«dm C, ✓I'darl, » 

, , ..' ■ M » Toni(Uo Mrf-Pl + 

VP , -.v ii, ft*- it* Ip of Arthur Mon 

t ' \\ i 1 hi *. >r'Hlrd th* iiui- 
„, .» i*.* -ji ii* ii% rui^n riKs^d 

j *, * \ , mp.’ i dnri nlnrlwl bin o|» 
i .* a* tthii d 7.'-o o i loc k Sihir* 
flt i rt - 4 i ’ r iho Inrlvaiid t 
M ' Mu^dV^’ m1I >' niHfiguiKhpd 
tt-*% 1 

I „ i , f^r A Mi d II. tKoJtiionkl 

II rrli twt* JWUa of W*o 

* 1 * - !t| r.<it«'V/wii lHo Mrn «1ion 

i« ftji r ii* ii iimiHl, hut th* fluniofo 
.r| . i(i*d flTnl’ WHt4 roultl 
t,^**m*u to uifin VVhfin rr-futlri 
hi ,id*' !*• this Kti i fit* aftnr H 

, * f \r> i*h morn limn m ynur 

f *.hpi m' i> v*lMiard<Mt off- tl 

»s.. h»r fin PH! I Inin formed ibll 

**j od i, * hip vsfik conr*nlruled, 

7. ^ (i.i- »api ronflnnil to tin* ffinfotl 
l- *' Ilf* l>nnk of I ho atnpplc. 
f%tf riiM u a iOppnr plat In*. Such 
lenifl^ b*fif *in*tfof* J d by rho 

■injVi'thfot i h* rrtpp*r plMluc «lovi> 
*p| ff-Uinf amt «»/ pllilnly vlilbin to 

• ■ on th* itre#>t' After dark- 


Scene of 


-T 

•*'. * ’ ■ 

< I ^ •* 

^ ‘ti jv 

f 

;• lU: 


,5k 

S ';Npi' ■ 

a#.* , 

' ' ^ ? 

. I. 


Klamoi that i._ 
ftfopMnt church 
1o citIn*Hifoh t‘. 

Klr*men i 
ltin ftm with in 

Hi reet, fin ally i 

■ 


thn itkapln of th* 
f1*htorn huiy iryln* 
nfiernoon and Mint 
\V. Perk III hiiUled 
61 re Am ol wnlcr and John C. Udiirt, 
Adod by Arthur Mon till* n t \S>al 


Blaxe Starts in Basement 
of Fruitland, 40 Center 
Street; Loss $2800. 

Valuable property \n the heirt of 
the bu*lne«B district waa andsuEer- 
«4 early yeaterday tnoriilnjE by A 
fire which itarted In the banennent 
of KruUland, a atore eonducied by 
Low la Panta* at 40 Center >tmt. 

The blare waa confined lo thU 
basement but three eiLabIkhmerits 

iusuloed dirotxft beciuae ot dense 
a moke' and mem he re of three fanu- 
tins, %ho live on the upper Hoon of 
the fonralory brick buLldin*, were 
obliged to make \Mt way J* the 
atreet through amoke fllled halls. 

The loss U estimated at $1^00, duti 
almoat entirely to smoke. 

The origin of the-ttre la unknown, 
Ralph Bean, deputy chief of the 
fire department, staled that U might 
have been caused by an overhealed 
furnace pipe. The proprietor of 
Fruit land left the store at II o'clock 
Saturday night and no one is known 
to have been In the place after that 
until the blue mi discovered. 

Clotmnfl Stock Damaoed. 

The butldin* Is owned by Patrick 
T How ley of Pleasanl street. There 
are two store* on the ground floor 
bealdea the fruit market, One of 
Iheae la vacant. The third, at the 
west end of the building, la occupied 
by the Rutland Clothing company. 
Although thi« eatahllkhment Is some 
dlaUQCe from the seat of the Are, 
a great deal of smoke found lu way 
into the place through connecting 

^TheVe was discovered by Police* 
m &n Carl A. Heir a, who sent la an 
alarm from Bog 45- Center 'and 
Wales etreeN, at 3aB o'clock. 1 he 
entire fire depart robot, including the 
ladder truck, responded. The flr^ 
men were obliged to break Into 
FruitUnd In order to reach the base¬ 
ment and the smoke was so dense U 
drat that it whs difficult to Und !U 
source,. 

pile of Crates AMrt. 

A pile of crates and excelsior on 
the basement floor was found to be 
abiaxe, \ One poat supporting the 
floor above wki burned somewhat 
and a smaller grea of shelving^ in 
the fruit store was charred owing 
to flames finding their way through 
a furnace pipe which led to a hot 
air register, rl 

The undertaking eetabRibrnent of 
U. J- Canly, which ta directly over 
the ^rulllaod, was filled with smoke 
and the slock was damaged some- 
whal. No water was used above the 

basement, , 4 . 

The rritltp repfeUbl* and tobacco 
stocks la FruUland w-ere badly 
1 smoked, , 


' *** 

)' 4 Mdlnnukl iHid Mis! Mift 
* hJUin^ #if the aplFw*'W'nre deeply 
• r* - -I, hut I hat Ihrt Mp of fhe simple 
, in tin dansnr nf falling It will hnvci 

,i },'* teinforced. 





« 
































































36 


MORNING, FEBRUARY' <>. 1933. 

Vaienty's House, 

Forest St. Burns 

Kirv*, of mi.ii'l.-rmincd r»rijrin brnk<* nut in th<* Nirholnn 
V»I«>ntr Iioiihh at L»fl Korn! al 3.15 n'rlo*k this morning, 

h I a in pm lit** ttvn-slnry and a half dwt-llinjr. tt was nnt until 

ibp lir< j was stilTii-ii'iii|y otnl/r control In permit firemen In niter 
lh<* huiltlini; that it was itefiaitrlv Irarnnl dial nn our was in thp 
structure at tin* time, 

Wlu-n lirfiiifit arrivf.l m Ffrpoiier In a telephone tall from 
•Insi'ph lii-lliiiiin, next ilfinr neighbor, Ihey found flames shooting 
from all the wind own 1ml h on th* first and second stnrirx. XViph- 
hors informed tin-men that they believed the entire Vaienty fam¬ 
ily wi*re trapped in their Iwd*. The progress of the flames was such 
when tin* fire was discovered that it would hare been impossible 
Tor anyone to ear*pe from the house. 

Firemen learned, however, that Vaienty is out of town and 
lhat Mrs. Vaienty and two children spent the niplit at her par¬ 
ents' home, Tony Kir.rarro, on Meadow street. 



Sut* and City Investigators 
Diwov*r Evidence of In¬ 
cendiarism in Ruins. 


MYSTERIOUS'PAIR 

HELD BY POLICE 

- 

New Yorkers Without Auto 
Registration Papers Are 
i Under Suspicion. 


frank Capua.no and John, 

t (or an to, both of Troy, If. Y., 
vira arretted hy Police Officer 
Warren 0. Battles at about 11 
(‘clock this morninp while driv¬ 
ing through the city in a large 
. expensive sedan. While they 
were arrested on the charge of 
Intoxication and violation of the 
■otof vehicle laws, it is under- 
flood they are also being held 
for Cfopoty State Fire Marshal 
L 0. PrebJe of Burlington, who 
nuts to question them regard- 
taf the fire at the Nicholas; 
Talenty home on Forest street 
Oipuano is charged with in- ( 
tojdcatioa, Sorento with driving 
* while drunk and driving without 
^filtration papers for the car, 
which 1 is not his property. 


1 * 1*1 And elate officials are con- 
filial iliit the tire which early yea- 
(■rdey, morning tutted the Nicholas 
Vilamy homo st I® Forest itrcci 
am of 1 mend I ary origin. 

h*puty Slate Fir# Marshal A. G 
of Burlington. whfn inter- 
r travel last n Isht concerning the 
it*. mM: 

1 Thf'fq iff no doubt In my mind 
I hit i U« fire it the Valtniy bouse 
a a i tit deliberately, but we bare 
Wb unable to Hod any definite evt- 

* wlitrh Mould fBrrlmfmit* any 
However, within a day ur 

‘ (an, we ripet-l an important 
4m lop me nt. If not a solution of th* 

I a**,* 

A Ttivstrrloua ancle In the rase 
4 m sloped at about 3 o'clock yester¬ 
day morning. when two men, wbo 
lit a Troy, N. V., addresses, drove 
*tp in a local hotel m a Urge, espen- 
ilr* irdsn. They entered wit hoot 
hit 11 re -and nervously registered, 
a*hint to he called at 10 o'clock in 
U* morning. 

TkHr actions so stirred hotel em¬ 
ploy a* that police were notified of 
*httr prrheacn. The night clerk told 
potlr* that .when be asked the men 
«bar* the fire was they replied that 
tbff knew nothing of a firt. The en- 
lira city's fire fighting apparatus bad 
Juit paused 1 along the street as the 
■ifa entered the hotel, the clerk told 
Nbw 

When the two men arose yester¬ 
day mnrnlht, Slate’s Attorney Jerk 
A- rrowtey, Stale Detective Almo R, 
friasonl, Deputy Sheriff El win 
*»llh and Deputy Fire Chief H. IL 
met ihetu, For a considerable 
»tma the officer* Questioned the two 
Him and then released ihem. 

K la understood that the two 
•♦n told conflicting atoriee as to 
ihtlr prricnce in this city.'' 

An Inquiry of Troy, N, W police 
MtkerlUei revealed that two men In 
iHit city, who are said to hare con- 


^tConUBued on Page Two.) 
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nectiona In Rutland, are known to 
hart been mysteriously present at a 
number of Area which Troy anthorl- 
tie* consider were of incendiary 
origin. The Troy officers were un¬ 
able to definitely Identify the two 
men who were questioned by Rut¬ 
land authorities aa the |wo men In 
que*tt«Ti 

Fire Uflef Alfred H* KoHonskl and 
Deputy Chief Beane conducted an In¬ 
vestigation yesterday morning at the 
scene of the fire. Chief Koltydski 
said: s. 

"Condition* which we found wh#V 
we arrived at the Vaienty house 
cause me to helleve that the fire 
started from a peculiar origin/* 
Inquiry Continued. 

The Investigator* were unable to 
learn what means were taken uj 
start the fire. So complete was the 
work of the flames that practically 
everything Inside the building wan 
entirely consumed. The color of 
the flame* and their Intensity are 
believed to be evidence that they 
were not natural, 

Dputy Marshal Preble will be 
called from Ehe city today, hut the 
Investigation will he continued by 
Ch!«Ht Koltoos^L 

The house la valued at S&O60 and 
the content* were appraised at 
$3500. Practically all of the contenM 
were destroyed and the bouse was 
damaged beyond the $3000 mark. 
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Investigation Fails to Dis 
close Cause of Mer¬ 
chants Row 'Blase. 


Flames Break Oi t in 
tic and Eat The r W 
Through the i to >f 


S. T. Hubbard Home Razed 
as Overheated Fat on 
Stove Causes Fire. 


Many hundrM dollar* lai >*#• wa* 
drtn# to fh* hpiw* of R ib*rt D, 
Smith, *7 Dnrdln ivenl p, Ny & flri 
or undetermined origin rh rb broke 
out In the atile about Jl 0*1 lock yes¬ 
terday morning, 

V (remeu battled Inteii i* i*at mod 
suffocating imoki for i tor i thsn m 
hmlf hour before the im n w*re 
subcued, A Dumber o I chwn'm- 
half linei were need li^te, d of tbs 

d( Wli f. I ID- 

Ill » on ih+ 
*11 h Ur* 


RUTLAND SENDS AID 


The mnturner bom* of fir H^uut^l 
T, Hubbard of Hackensack, N\ t , 
JnciMed in Mendon, wm d»‘*lrnyM. 
with (is content* late yesterday */ 
lernoon by firs rhlrh wav raneed 
nr orb chilli fa|. This Irma Jr ihns' 
ed mi llMon, 

The build tug wji? Inttiryrf luH 
there wu titn^ coverage on H*e tut 
nlihlnge. 

A lit was 5**it l by lb** Rutland Ire 
deparmieni at the reijueAt of p"la*-i* 
men of Mendon, but the Im tiding 
n*5 doomed by the Mm* lhil the 
(nick, carrying four mi-n, r*_'*rk*d 
dim house, seven ml Urn muni r*F lb* 
city on (he crosscut* high may. 

Mrs, Hubbard va* alone tu the 
Mj t) lit ny when the fir* broke uuL 
£hm had placed a kcdlf Of U( on 
the klteliftn stove *nd bid Uft fb* 
room. When she returned a few 
minutes Inter, the kitchen a#* a 
ton jin of flame*. 

My the time that neighbors arriv¬ 
ed. (he (Ire h m r| spread through Hie 
build Inn nnd little could he **(- 
v*x*d 

Mr*. Hubbard. h*r eon, TbiiU U^r, 
and daughter, Marlon, with UlMr 
guests, Meter Gifford nod Mime 
lioulne rnrroit of Fair Have*, hid 
been slaying at ih* summer r**M 
denre. Dr, Hubbnnl was at JUrhen 
suck At tho time 

Th» Hubbard fimlly qiul gu<*rt* 
spent lust night )n a itmoll cottage 
on their own premise*, friend* hav 
tug provided them with hoimhold 
neveseljleo. 

Formerly Ranger Home, 

The burned building warn formerly 
the Reuben Ranker home. Hr, Hub¬ 
bard bought the properly about four 
year* sxo and bad remodeled the 
house. Jt wan on* of the finest sum¬ 
mer residence* In Mtndon. 

The local firemen went to Men don 
with the permission of James (1 
IbiTin, commbafoner of publlr safe* 


lower floor* wap rover 
paullna. 

The flame* apparenilj 
the north end oT the \ 
aet of a helve* r rot al Dirt 
other article#. They wd 
loalde of the roof andG 
ihe ri If npoU to the muf 

building, It win b* 

pi am a Jarfe part of th*4 
her o| bole* bnlnjf bun 
through the core ring, t 

Chkt Alfriwl H. K< 

Fireman Martin Kalfvj 4 
arrive at the scene, #H litlod groat 
punt*bment as they oq| ml tbo at¬ 
tic by ladder* thru*' thi m h a front 
window, I tens e smoke, tec rifle boat 
and fljInjc spark* t»im r>rt a in their 
farea. 

Two Atarrri Soti id< d, 

^Two alarms we-e aoti id« 1 for the 
/fire, a telephone call a* race tv ad 
at Ceitral autkn at 1.1! o'clock 
and Bd* J4 waa nng fr m lha dusk, 
because one erfw of i en war* at 
dtnnar. At approximate y :ha same 
instant, reildenta in ih v cinitr of 


* lart^d In 
HI h n**r * 
l *o'*i «nd 
k4t Up the 
uydtrneath 

t *1 Sd Of tl)e 

m ry io re 
w f, a num- 
ef entirely 


Lighted Cigarette 
Causes Fire Under 
Freight Platform 


Fin ian were called to the Rut¬ 
land ailroad might house short* 
!y if 1 r 8 o'clock last night to ei- 
Ungvi ih * blase under the loading 
dock, etleved to have been caused 
by a lEsreUi, Less than an hour 
later they were called to Travene 
place to fight a partition fire In a 
hmm owned by RaffaeU MoscateHo 
and wife. 

The fire under the freight loading 
dock it the freight yards, vu du« 
coven I by a Rutland railroad brake- 
man i,l ,0 waa w'orklng In the yard, 
Flrem’ir believe that rubbish beneath 
the dc :V became Ignited by a care- 
leisly thrown cigarette butL 

The fire Ip the house on Traverse 
place, believed to have been caused 
by the spontaneous Ignition of paint- 
soaked ;ags which tell from the 
attic, tc the second floor, did dam¬ 
age ej* mated at JEOO. Most of the 
fire ill confined to the attic. No 
da mag was done to funlshing* on 
the pe and or irat floor of \ho 
house. 


Gasoline Explosion Adds 
to Excitement at Fire 
* on Woodstock Ave. 


A large barn, owned by Charle* 
S* Fuller of 1^1 Wotodstock avenue, 
was destroyed by flames about 10 
o'clock last nJibt, Two automobiles 
stored In the structure were nearly 
ruined. The origin of the blue was 
undetermined, 

A box alarm, sounded by a neigh¬ 
bor whose attention to the fire wit 
attracted by a red glow m the aky* 
called aeverat hundred apectators to 
the scene. 

The crowd received a scare when 
gasoline In one of the automobile* 
exploded, shooting flame* high Into 
the air and scattering burning em* 
hers about the building. No one was 
Injured, 

Walter M, Orltt of 151 Woodstock 
avenue waa the owner of one of the 
vehicles. 

Firemen were complimented upon 
cheeking the progress of the flamas. 
Loss was *atlmated at | 1000 , 


11 was the first rail from ouUM* 
of the rtty answered by ibe depart 
mrnt since the aldermen adopted an 
ordinance a few weeks ago, provid¬ 
ing (hat the fire trucks shall not b* 
taken ouUide of Rutland except nn ! it wwa the firM cgjl from outside 
the request of some responsible per-! e< the city answered by the depart 
son and with the per min*! Ion of Hie j ment since (he aldermen adopted an 
bead of the department, ordinance a few weeks ago, provUM 

The ordinance provide)] that Hi* ; tag that thn fire trucks shall n»l he 

HtysbuJl make a fist tai? of I .Vo j taken outside of Rutland except on 

for such a rail, with an ndfJttlHuai I lbs request of some responsible per- 

i haras of an hour for every boor j sen and with the permission of the 

that Ihe truck and It* equipment *t* h**d of (he department. 

In use. Four men are »<*nl under j The ordinance provides that the 
these Lfimlltlons, 4 city shall make a fiat rate of *. e *« 
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GARDEN FIR 


C»uie of Blase in Evelyn 
Street Place Unknown; 
Loss About $2000. 

1 ; - r 

, |u*p yiy Eir* Mimiiti A. 0 

PruMtjAf HurllflJClOD U MEp*c{*d fo 

arrh* | ib KufUnii <o4ty f/> jljmIH 

,m ih* irufMliiHon of a |2iXHI flrVi 

whkh ^r|r ymmr4my morning gnp 

(f( j Th* Pl*c*' # girder* on 

KvHv b 5lf fvp*r*lft<i hjr flmlpli 

Whttt*k*r of thl* city, forraArty f *f 

K*lr Haw. 

Thi* hui JdiniCp whirh for mmnf 

£* ir# w«« kim*ij *. u,* FArk^r At 
Ry»n iiorAhouiK war pirly 

Anhar H - McOmrk 

• 2 John Volant' of Rutland. 

- . ? r ® w “ " r * t < K) »*cM about 

• JO o clock In tha morning by an 

• tnpkiyk of tha Manning Gasoline 
aUtlou on Kv'tyn n r *«i, who tele- 
phonnd in alarm. Meanwhile, 
mntnbem of tttn Rutland Urn depart- 
ment with angina No. 1 and tom . 
htnntton truck No. 3 ware H . 
UngulahlnR a chimney lira at IS 
Pin* itriwn. 

Flrn Chief A. H. KollonaVJ. C. J. 
Howard. Arthur Olaon andLJamea 
Kirn rnapondod to the Ev«jj| .treat 
rail with on« truck, and af alarm 
from boa 41 wi> aou tided from the 
tranamltlnr at thf lire nation to 
»oUly the remainder of the depart- 
mem* 

Hot Air Explosion. 

When the Aramftii reithMj Uio 
Aerne the mulling from a 

hot sir pinion. e« It Is bilievim 
hAd bunt through the pin* 
windows i n |h t front tim h»»r 
g*rdrn* with xuoh force that a lad¬ 
der directly aero** Uie Mrrn 
Acnrcheda 

Ihn rirempo, Hsudlcappi-ij \ t y j D , 

from thl* Lliyn pisvfsd 
four Mreims of wnttr from i*t, lin <l 
Oft e-hair Inch hone lines and iwn 
fliresm* from inch am] onMiiliT IJihui 
on^he flames. The npcuiuro Jiusn] 
*** "o f*Hoiir that R *** n,***. 
«Ary to piny of sr'a 

cooling rffprl on ih^ rear of thn 

Chi I men Afore arwt wirehau**, th* 
UiLfUi* Shoe Repair shop And the 
Maiming plant nearby. 

The *ut!i'e bar a ml drought *f|uip- 
in MU* a pin tin, radio, severn 1 fshl^s 
ABd chair* w^re dratiroyM a* the 
himes ate their way through (he 
first floor of I ho Mnictur*. A few 
barrels of beer, which wire local »t| 
in the cellar were made unfit for 
drinking by the heat. 

Eire Starts In Floor. 

Tho fir*, the origin of which had 
not been determined last night by 
Chief Kollomkl und Deputy Chief R 
Jl* Besn, li believed to have aiirted 
Jn thft floor between the h«r and 
the entrance to the rellwr lUfrwgy. 
Police OITJrer Clayton II, fVe r who 
pa l ml led Kvelyn aireet at *.40 
o rlork yeitArdly ninrnlng, did not 
notlre smoke or elgn!i of fire coming 
from the building At that time. 

WhHtaker anted yeaterdav that 
the eauhllehmefit was locked at m\t\- 
nlgh;. Monday, A small Are wr r dy- 
Inf in the store when he left, he 
Aftlda .1 

The httfMlngj 'la owned by Mrs, 
Joseph In e Ryan and her aon^ Rich- 
*rd M. Ilyin of 4 State utreet. If had 
h^en va-ant f^r eeveral years fol¬ 
lowing the degth of Richard Ryan 
and Henry F. Parker, of the bard 
ware and undertaking Arm of Parker 
A Rysn, who i|*ed the structure as 
a Morehouse f^r nearly 30 rears 
Trior to that \\m^ It wax badd 
M»L Levi G. Kingsley, father ... 
Judge Harvey R. Kingale f y: who con¬ 
ducted, i hardware huslnew. 

Among the Ujema In the attic ov^r 
the beer gardem which wm not 
touched by the fire tvui nr\ old ice¬ 
pack coffin, a r*!ic of the days be¬ 
fore embalming w-aa generafl 
Heed by undertakers. 


by 

of 
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FIRE OVER 550,000 


Flames oT Undetermined 
Origin Ruin Stock it 
Strongs Ave. Plant. 


GARAGE BELIEVED 
SOURCE OF FIRE 


Water Causes Heavy Dam¬ 
age to Perishable Goods 
in Basements. 


Kirc, wltidi originated in thft 
truck atnrafre Ruarter^ at Die f 
norih end of the H of land (Jmr- 
rry company's brick buildlnff at 
43-45 Strongs avenue, oiu*oct 
damage believed fo exceed $50 t - 
IKH) to goods and fixtures about 
JO o'clock last Tiiglit. 

The most serious loss was dm 
lo water which found its way 
into lhe two basements of the 
t wo-Miory building, where a lar^c 
.stock of perishable goods waa 
stored. - * 

& P. F. How ley, president of tlm 
comjoiny, slated that the eon- 
corn had recently put ill storage 
a large consignment of flour. It 
is ex j meted that this jvill be a 
total loss. The fire and water 
also retched canned goods and 
other commodities handled by 
lhe wholesalers. 

The fire, just out of the heart 
of the business district, attracted 
a large crowd of spectatorn. 

A general alarm summoned all 
of the city h fire-fighting appar¬ 
atus and the firemen put up a 
hard bat Me to keep ihe Humes 
from attacking wooden bniJd- 
logs and oilier busmesa establish- 
incuts in the vicinity. 

Kaffir K, Burton, secretary of 
Ihe company, entered I hr smoke- 
tilled oilier when the fire was at 
j 1 it height fo save some of ttie 
company's records. He was over¬ 
come and was carried put of the 
structure, / 

The flames did not reach the 
o/Tiee but they shot through the 
rest of the ground floor find 
crept tip fo 1 he floor above. 

Firemen were obliged lo move 
two trucks belonging to the com¬ 
pany from flic garage at ihe 
north end of the building before 
roil ranee could be gained and 
water poured on to The hottest 
part of the (ire. 


The fire bad entered the parti¬ 
tions jo I h»* main store before Mir 
men could direct the streams of 
water upon it. 

The flames were attacked with 
three lines of hose from the front 
of the building and with other 
si reams from the renf. Water 
also wAs pouml ni through holes 
cut in the roof. 

Dense ymoke hampered the 
work of (he men and k wax near¬ 
ly nn hour before the fire vvrh 
under control. 

f \ he fire was discovered by it 
railroad man working on the 
tracks fo Ihe west of the grocery 
plant. He sent in an alarm* 
Souit* other person saw the fire 
a ml telephoned to the central 
station almost at the same time. 


DOMESTIC* 

RUTLAND —Flr« doe* mnr* than 
$ a o,o on dam & *t Rutlind Grocery 
company plant. 


J ULx 9, iouv 


Children and Matches Re¬ 
sponsible for $500 Loss 
at Notte Property. 

T-» hnuaa at 1114 flranr-r Mr*'**. 


omt M*d hy *Marg*rM H- f! 

Atio R harn on ib* Mine 

A*vH fmm drain irHon by 
prompt work of th* fir* depart meet t 




rlffln. Aid 
prrruta^*i J 


1 l>aro on 

‘rniAd bv 

■ 

eblldren 


HiMir-lay afiennmn when 
MJ&P In jc property wsa 

flRlfUH. 

Th» lira rau*H by 

|>lay|< « Wlih nmlrlii-i. tt'Wdlnc lo 
lira d< parimen) rnard*. 

’rii** b^tn which w*{(* 

In Ilia r^ar or a hniia at 103 
l«ran 4 ;r Ilrnat, n.T.,pi»,i ny Mr*. An- 
*cl% I . Noll, and faaitly.i n ]e jn** 
l» OBlupatcd at film. 

Thi: lira da part went wa* railed hv 
an alarm from box S3 alum 3 4(j 
o'tlo. V. It required a hair hour s 
worfc to nil)nRul*h th* fldmea. 

Whin tba trurke arrlvadithe Noll* 
w? * h *lOR >'«anaufTi*-(t 
and v.lthiu , f tw mlnutr* the Griffin 
barn tad ran*hi K r »>. Tljo G r) (r (n 
lmmr . fr , ma hiiiidlna !al*o ««, 

**-rfon*ly endangered a« flume* lean. 
*rt to* ird It. 

. Th<- t!reman were nhllged to siring 

a line nf hn*n In order to inns wlih 
lbs slluiflinn. 




n>- l»ra- 
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FIRE ONE OF 7 IN 
SINGLE DAY HERE 

Icf-Sheathrd 'Firemen Bat¬ 
tle Flames 5 Hours in 
Wales St. Building. 

FOUR CHIMNEY FIRES 


Woman Risks Life to Res¬ 
cue Two Kittens: One 
of Them Saved. 


fir***, mostly du* to condi¬ 
tions brought sbnut by the extreme 
cold, caused heavy property damage 
In this city yesterday and kept the 
firemen on the Jump from morning 
unlit night. 

The heaviest Iom* was aiutateed 
by the Klnox company, manufacture 
era of proprietary medicine* it 103 
Wale* street, where * fire that alert* 
ed about 3 o'clock In the afternoon 
In a garage In Ihp basement cans* 
ed damage of about 116,000* 

The name* spread quickly through 
the two-and one-half atory frame 
building and ruined the Interior a* 
well a* the contents. The Kino* 
company occupied the ground floor, 
ih^ upper portion of the building 
being used for rooming-house pur¬ 
poses* 

The damage caused by the other 
fires of the day were not serious 
| although flame*, believed to have 
been set accidentally by a plumber'* 
torch, spread through pari Uteri* of 
-the home of Knio Cageggt at HO 
South street before they oould be 
slopped. • * 

The firemen auBwerad a 
about noon front 4 the Rutland b e 
cream parlor *t 31 Center a I reel, 
operated by Joaoph A. legate, when 
a fire wm started by person* at¬ 
tempting to thaw froxen water pipes. 
There *** Utile damage and the 
truck* were back at the station* 
within a few ml ante*. 

Four Chimney Fire*. 

Call* *i*o were answered during 
the day because of chimney fir** in 
bouse* at 13 Vernon street, River 
utrftfcl, J iX South street and lit * 
d welling mm the Intersection of 
Franklin and Granger streets. 

Robert W. Hoag of Madison 
at reel, president pf the kinox com¬ 
pany, discovered the lire in the 
Wales street building at about 2 ;'ip 
o'clock yesterday afternoon when 
he smelled smoke which appeared 
in be coming from Min haaement 
at the rear of the structure, Upon 
Investigation, It wm found that 
flumes had already gained great 
headway. 

Firemen from the cent rat si* lion 
at the City hath only * few hundred 
feet away, and from the uptown fire¬ 
house were soon on the scene* They 
battled the flames for flvo hours be 
fore getting lh«m under control. 

The flames quickly sla ihelr way 
through partitions to the rnor. and, 
hecauHO of the high wind, the fire 
was the nn*i difficult to handle of 
any which has occurred In the city 
l in months. 


Risks Llf* for 2 Kitten*. 

Mrs* Florence Rea, who occupied 
the upper floor of the Wales street 
building. Jeopardised her life by re¬ 
maining In the burning structure 
ttniJi-tbo fire was well underway W 
cause sire did not wish to abandon 
two kittens to the flame*. Finally 
she wa* induced to leave, carrying 
a small white dog, She looked back 
continually and called to her kittens, 
loiter In the afternoon, a fireman 
rescued one of the kittens from a 
window lodge after It had been hit 
on the head by flying glass. The 
other cat wa* not found. 

Four persons were working with 
Hoag In the Klnox plant at the time 
the Are broke out. They were able to 
itvs only a few article* from the 
company's quarter*. Hoag estimated 
his teas at |?OO0 Iti stock and 11000 
In an automobile, The building, 
owned by Mrs, W, W, Hmlth of 
Madison street was damaged to the 
extent of about f«00O, Mr*. Rea test 
alt of her furnishing* and moat of 

bar parson* 1 a&wU. 8h« rwiM not 
Mltmale ti*r !o*« 1*M nljtht. 

Spectacular Seen*. 

S<or*fl of ppsttatora stood ai*ouL 
braving eub-xero weather, to welch 
the progree* of lb* flro as It yrorkrd 
from the basement through to the 
cupola at the peek of the roof. Dense 
smoke and cloud* of steam, gleaming 
In the sunlight, presented a spectacu¬ 
lar sc roc aa firemen rviehed about 
laying hose and setting Udder*. 

Considerable interest ws* shown 
when the aerial ladder was put into 
operation in order to git water to 
the flames, leaping high from the 
cupola. 

Within a few minute* after ar¬ 
riving at the scene, moU of the Art- 
men were sbeaihM in Ice. Their hel¬ 
mets were heavily coaled white 
their Jackals were rendered "atIff 
a* board*.* 1 Nona of the men suffered 
from frostbite, smoke or flying glips* 
The low temperatures also hand I* 
capped the firemen In replacing the 
hose on the trucks after returning 
to the station. It was Uta In the 
night before all of the several hun¬ 
dred feet of line was dried and re¬ 
placed on the trucks. 
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DENTAL EuJlPMENT 



Bruce Cool ; ge Sustains 
Loss When Fire Starts 
from Ytilcaniier. 


Fire at the d«- rt i * I of fW c of 1 >r 
Bruce N* rqo’idler on tho mccoimI 
floor of 'the Gryphon building on 
Merchant* How caused Iop* of sever* 
ol hundrc*d dolls* yeiterday noon 
Equipment wa* « anuged and the 
walla of the of!!* s were scorched. 

The flamitfl or (In*led from an 
overheated vulcarHng apparatus. In 
the laboratory, hie flames gained 
headway rapidly nd smoked filled 
ud Join lug offices* i id also the stock- 
room of the Carb ne Clothing com* 
pany below. 

Hand chemical * . Unguteher* and 
a "honsler" line M hope were used 
by firemen In **Dig utehlng the Arc, 


APRIL 11, 1934 


$5000ByFla 
7 Fires In 


STOCK 


RUINED 


ion YC0 Foresters and 
Many GW A Workers 
Aid Department in 
Battling Brush Fire 
on Pine Hill. 


Smoke caused 
age in the a tore, 
shop and the Fa*til 
as in other nearby 
Commissioner 
James C* Dunn tof> 
In the handling of 
Are and In aislsili 



<Jonslderabte dam* 
the Wise Dress 
on Shop as well 
store*. 

Public Surely 
k an active p.irt 
the crowd at tho 
g the firemen. 


i f 


120 ACRES BURN 


Bald |Mt. Lookout Post¬ 
al by A it ken Forest 
Camp Due to Dry 
Conditiqps; Forest 
Patrols Urged. 


hi 


me) 


Chfe 


hi 


Fight alarms, two for iwwteu* 
M*ipe, gave Rutland firemen IhHr 
stiPifM day yesterday of any day In 
fpcent years. Damage of more thin 
JMMIO was ciused to the furniture 
*?otk of ihe Cahee House Furnish 
,*f company on Merchant* Row by 
at* last night. For more than thrsa 
hours during the afternoon, the fir*- 
men/sided by IDO VCC men, all ths 
rtn‘n call firemen, many CtWA work 
*rs and * tores of volunteer*, ba tiled 
wind-driven flame* in brush at Fin* 
Hill park. 

Four of ihe eight rati* wore for 
rumor grisa fires si Granger snd 
Foulli atreeis, fteh/ml sired, Thrall 
ttenue and Kfirvlew avenua. One 
tail was for a chimney hlsre and • 
general box alarm at 1 14 o'clock In 
I he afternoon, was a false on*. 

When firemen roralvtd almultkn* 
on# alarms by telephone and t**u for 
the fire la U»« r i^ahg# > aO,ocki#om, lb* 
flsmfvi had gamed great Headway In 
ihe rambling frame building 
Dense smoke, walled In Wween 
the HomsH untress sod Kpeflrwr 
blocks, added to the d Iff ho Iff of 
■-om batting the blare Hum leg lino 
hum* loaded ihe smoke whb 'bok 
iii^ gaa fume*. 

Butina*! Blocks Menaced, 
Within a few minute* after am* 
ins:, the flrsmert had auMvtad th* 
flimea to a point wher* they wars 
no longer a menses to the Kpanrar 
ind Rnes-Hun tress block* sod * 
Muse iu Mhe resr of Ih# f!*hse eg 
libllihment i^ea* tbsn a half b^ur 
after ihe sounding of the alarm, th* 
fire had been reduced to a few 
a moulder log embe a. 

The Cabee com pany had ttew 
stock valued at hi ad rede of dollar* 
in the storeroom, which was the 
seat of the Are, This Js located at 
the rear of the mate store. 


Hard Figh 
The call for Use 
wa* received at 
o'clock. It was n 
the fire was eut 
The 100 VCC 
State Forest camp 
the direction o 
William If, Uadigs^ 
lug of the raging 
day. However, 
of great value to 
after two hours ol 
widespread burnl 
ginning to tire, 
arrived about 5 o 
for an hour and a 
Using shovels, 
pack pumps, the 
snd volunteers 
vanclng flames a 
Are'a progress a 
the -city's plantain 
red pines and No 
However* before 
ed P If burned 
acres of hruebland 
The fire started 
axel street a 
... _rlven by a 
wind, 

Man Can 
Reveral thousand 
was carried i i 
sprl&tt and Rock r 
the flames. Husk r 
this strenuoua 
speeding the refill 
Large crowds 
attracted to Pine 
which poured oui 
lands to the 
This was visible 
.Many men who w 
spectators becam 
when they aew 
getting beyond c 


i tly 


ov«r 


of Ml 

1y. *fir 


□ort i 


on HIM. 

fire on Pine hill 
a station at 3,20 
)t until 6.4 6 that 
extinguished, 
from the Altkcn 
In Meodoji under 
Superintendent 
f made the fight¬ 
brush fire a boll* 
lr service* were 
Lhe firemen, who, 
racing along the 
front, were be< 
The VCC men 
:1ock and worked 
half, 

grooms and Indian 
veterant, firemen 
aded olT the ad* 
id checked the 
ort distance from 
q Of 30,000 young 
ifway spruce tree*, 
fire was head- 
an area of 120 


Cbe 


at the north end 
L advanced rapid- 
heavy southeast 

y Water# 
gallons of water 
yack tanka from 
pond to combat 
VCC men took 
>rk a* a game, 
ng of the unka. 

spectators were 
blit by the smoke 
over the wood- 
. jwest of the city, 
or long distances. 
>nt to Pine hill as 
lunteer firemen 
e flames were 
U, 


me toIui 
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CAUSE OEM AT 




FARMS NOT KNOWN 


Cn 


Two 
Air.o 
in 

CIT Y 


eamerics and House 
lg Buildings Lose 
$35,000 Fire. 


PUMPER FAILS 


IO-Yea:-01d Engine Stalls 
as Flames Rage: West 
Rutlan d Setjid s Help. 

An Inve lllgsttoii yesterday by Hre 
department official* fulled to tin- 
cover the cause of a blare In Mill 
Village Saturday afternoon which 
destroyed the home and creamery of 
Arnold Rdwe. also rated the cream* 
cry and damaged the home of Hay 
Russell, *od for a time threatened to 
spread t(J several other nearby 
houses, THo lost Is estlmhUd at 135*- 
tiOO. * 

The Are|broke out In a barn, locat¬ 
ed In the| rear of the Rowe home, 
and fanned J>y a high wind spread 
rhpldly to |r he house. 

The blate nl the Rowe place was 
discovered at 1.06. A pumper was 
dispatcher at once from Station 1* 
While the pumper wae on its way 
to the Rowe home an alarm was 
turned in irora Baxter street, where 
a garage was afire near the Costa 
•tore, The| department** other pump¬ 
er was sept to thla fire, 

| Pumper Falls* 

Flrmienj on the apparatus sent to 
the Rowe Ihome made arrangements 
to pump water from East Creek, 
Hose was laid and the engine of 
the pumper started. It had been run¬ 
ning onlyj a few second* when it 
stopped dead. The firemen were un¬ 
able to get water while the flames 
made rapijl headway, 

A cell Waa put In for the West 
Rutland IDe department, which had 
Its putnpdr and crew on the spot 
within 1 b minutes* 

Meanwhile the pumper, sent to 
tight the | garage fire on Baiter 
sirret* arrived at the Rowe home 
and soon bad water on the burning 
buildings, | 

Fire Chief Knllonakl said last 
night that; imtd sucked up from the 
creek, had dogged a spring In the 
relief valve of the pumper, causing 
It to go “dead/' 

The pun per Is fully 10 years old. 

Flames Spread .Rapidly* 

The speed with which the flames 
spread from the barn, where the 
Are atirtefl, to the Rowo#ome and 
creamery and the Ruasdl home and 
creamery Waa astonishing. 

Mr. and |Mra. Alden W, Peters who 
made thali boms on the second floor 
of the Rowe house had no time to 
save any cWhlng or furniture. Rowe 
waa able io save aome of hla furni¬ 
ture. 

Two automobiles wpre destroyed 
and * horde, t valuable police dog 


(Coni 


uued on Page Two.) 


CAUSE Of FIDE AT 
ROWE AND RUSSELL 
FARMS HOT KNOWN 

(Continued From Page One.) 

i— 

and IF chicken! perished aa the 
fames destroyed the Rowe barn. 

In addition toileting bis creamery, 
Russell's bam 4nd garage were also 
rulnod br the flame*. 

Intena*! heat yea a created and the 
Runell home taught fire several 
times. Noarhy resident a were warn¬ 
ed to keep waiter on the roofs and 
walls of their honiea. 

A milk pasteurising plant, recently 
Installed, aaa destroyed when the 
flames whlppedithelr way through 
the Rowe creamery. 

. Had It not hewn for the work of 
the West Rutland Are department, 
directed by Cblfef Charles Mooliam- 
try and Assist a it Chief Patrick Phi!- 
en, the fire might hare caused much 
more da mags, it was the West Rut¬ 
land department that kept water on 
the Russell house. 

The heat was 1 so Intense that Fire¬ 
man Raymond Uarroll wss overcome. 
Hr, Robert I\ 1 William* attended 
him. 

Traffic Rerouted. 

Traffic ass rerouted to PlUsfurd, 
no cars be'ng hllowed to proceed 
north or south through Mill Village. 
This condition existed for four hours. 

Thu firemen Were not able to leave 
the Rowe place until early in the 
evening, the West Rutland depart* 
ment'taklng ovfr the job of wetting 
down the smouldering rulm. 

Howe was at home atone* Nl* wife 
and ion were Id Worcester aru^had 
planned to reldrn home yeaterdiy, 
Rowe knew nothing about the fire In 
his ham, until 4 neighbor railed him 
and said He saw some smoke, com¬ 
ing out of the! piece, When Rowe 
opened the door* a sheet of flame 
poured mil. 

The dog, N Loho H stayed with 
Rowe's old horse until bis ear* were 
burned off andj he was entirely In 
flames. The boric was used by Rowe 
Ip his early day# of peddling milk. 

Rolh Rowe and Russell did * 
large retail mllldbusiness In the clty T 
Ownsrs Reported 111, 

Both were 111 1st their homes yes¬ 
terday and, could not be reached for 
statem*nt*\Jn [reference to their 
plans for the future. 

The Peters' fatally, which lived up¬ 
stair* in the Rpwe home, owned a 
small coupe, destroyed when the 
barn burned. 

Chief Koltonakl asld he had no 
idea what caused the blue. There 
was no fire kept In the ham. 

A sedan, owned by Henry Crvets. 
was destroyed and the garage ruin¬ 
ed in the fire a I Baxter street. l*oa» 
1* estimated 11600. 




SOUTH STREET FIRE 



Flames Spread to Home of 
jSalvjtore Gallo; Two 
.Motor Trucks Ruined. 


STARTS IN GARAGE 


Fire, believed to have started In 
n garage attached In the home of 
Salvatore Gallo at 15fl South street* 
caused damage estimated at more 
than 66000 about 10.30 o'clock last 
night* Neighbors, awakened by the 
bright r%n*t1lon of the flames, 
a roused members of t wo families 
vho were asleep In the burning 
Structure, No ory* was Injured. 

Firemen battled the stubborn 
bUie for more than an hour before 
they were able to bring ft under con¬ 
trol. 

Gallo and hla family occupied the 
ground floor while ibe family of 
Vincent Bernardo lived In the up- 

par tanemsai* 


When tho flames were discovered, 
they had spread from two motor 
trucks in the garage, through a abed 
joining the garage to ih* dwelling 
and were making rapid headway m 
I he rear end Of the two-story house. 

Three streams of water were used 
on the building. Dense smoke hamp¬ 
ered the firemen until a number of 


windows were broken to provide 
ventilation. 

The damage resulted from the 
den ruction of the two motor trucks, 
the garage, a abed filled with fire¬ 
wood and toots and the burning of 
Ihn rear of the dwelling. Furnish¬ 
ings on both .floors of the house 
were drenched. 

The‘reflection of the flames wsa 
seen by motorist* as far away as 
North Clarendon and a large crowd 
of spectators was attracted. 

The firemen were summoned at 
first by telephone but a whistle 
alarm was sounded when it waa 
found that callmon were needed. 






INTO SIRE OF TRAIN 


Ernest Spafford Escapes 
With Slight Injuries in 
Crossing Accident. 


Krnest Spafford qf Cold River tusd 
narrowly eicappd death ^arly yej*.tif» j 
day morning when an automobile 
which he wai driving ran ln«o th* 
of the finalnn bound Rutland 
railroad flee per train at ihu Alkn 
street crosfltif In th* south *»nd id 
the city. Tho accident mvtjn d 
about 3.20 o'i lotk. 

Spafford U! taken In RuM.ind 
hnipltul where hr wus tr«'At*«d by Mr 
\\\ H. GrlnnHI fur burns, ruts and 
cruises, I!** was discharged Ut* Jn 
the afternoon 

An automobile, registered In ine 
name of Beecher A liuthfle. E>wh't, 
which he 1 was driving airiMdlng to 
police records, taught fire and thq 
fire departmenl was railed um in 
extinguish I he blaie, An alarm was 
sent in from Box 3i at the fair- 
ground*. 

I KpulToni wss hqrned ml one hand 
He also sus in i urn! a era ip wound end 
i a number of brut see 

According to pot Re ami off trial ( 
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Singcr Sewing. 

Lois $2jroo 
Fill^Ba 

\ * 

CAUSE Ndr ,8b OWN 


Fire of undflerprlm^ 
1 ed damage estimated it 
store of The Slngep Bek 
47 Center street 
The-ill ore Is lorajted 


t gin cans- 
S *00 to The 

f : company, j 

night.! 
a e ground 
k ’ building, 
ika found 
del rooms 


-1 by Rob- 
>r of Mye 
reflection 
as Jn the 
lock, He 
leving lhai 
on learri 
ref 
rd* 


fhxir of the Hole 
at the west end. 
lu way Into many of t! 
on the second fiorr. 

The* Hfitgl Berivb’k 14 ber shop, 
located bftwerti he mWr* entrance 
to the hostelry a id ihiij ?w'1»g mu- 
chlsus-Aeaiiquarieia, nleqgecame fill* 
ed with dfnae am ike. 1 

The fire waa 
ert-X* Boynton, propr 
Berwick, who noticed 
nf the flames while VT'fr 
diningroom .abouj 7 Wrl 
hurrlrd to [El kitchen ()! 4 
the flre 4 wau therf bul 
That It waa local|iHj J 
the Singer alnre, 4 tea 
weal. 

Members of thv fin 
aummoned hp Joh(B ft a 
ale manager; found 1 1 
were eating tbelr way \ 
f(Ion on the groind 
nearly reached the Pi 
They were checked, ho 
damage had extruded 
ground floor, moa: of tf 
confined to the a Orel 

Walter M. OvR:, s|ri 
alsted last‘night th 
chine cabinet* hid 
He w’as unable to set ti 
damage. 

Corrugaled '(jirctlng 
padding and yard goo 1^ 
consumed caused dehji 
ta believed to have f41 
toss than ihe flaniea. 

Fire Chief Alfred 
who directed- th i flkji 
fire, was“unable, liter 
Investigation' last nil ) 
rntno the coiiBii ol th t 
that an Inapectlor hafl 
the atoraglcareel r a 
that thervwere no 
jhal tlmej\ 


epan( 

I a*.r J 
the i 

gh a par-,, 
r add had 
nd 1 s*ory. I 
iver, before 
yond fbe 
losi being 

1 ! 

manager, 
luable nil- 
destroyed., 
amount of 

es, cottor/i 
/hluh were 
taoke. Thti 
ed greater 

' If 

Kolionekl, 
tg ^>f Vie 
rellm I n ary 
toH deter- 
I. We amid 
an ihodft In 
ago and 
sard* at 

IT .* 


railroad r»ports, the * .jiomobtle 
strutk the rapidly urnvtng rain ncur 
i ha point where ihu tovomntlve ten¬ 
der was joined to the from of The 
first car. whbji carried null. 

Kugtncpr Frank Miner snd Con* 
dutior Kdward If KHl*ry of ibis 
* Uy and other m elnburs of the irum 
i-rcw wi*rc nm awiirft that there had 
bfvn a roll If hm t}ii1R lh« * rsl n atop- 
ped at Bellows Fulls whrr« a 
t'ig* from lluHand aw thud lb*>r?>. 
Broken alasa. prohahly *mm- the 

autonioblla windshield, was found on 
the front platform of the mailea-, 
railroad officials said. 

A moiorlst who was In a motorcar 
hehlnd that operated by Stpaffcrd a#- 
fisted the Injured driver in extricat¬ 
ing himself from the flaming wreck¬ 
age and took h(ui to the hospital. 

Folkemsn Ban let J. Brown went 
to the scene qf the reetdefu. 
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MONDAY MORNING, MAY 7, 1934. 


CAUSE OFFIRE AT 
ROWE AND RUSSELL 
FARMS NOT KNOWN 

Two Creameries and House 
An opg Buildings Lost 
$35,000 Fire. 


-n 


CITf 


PUMPER FAILS 


10-Yea:-Old Engine Stalls 
as Flames Rage; West 
Rutlan d Se^d s Help. 

An InYeiUgatlon Yesterday by Are 
department officials failed to un* 
cover the cause of a blare in Mill 
Village Saturday afternoon which 
destroyed the homo and creamery of 
Arnold Rrwe. also rated the cream¬ 
ery and damaged the home of Hay 
Russell, a|d for a time threatened to 
several other nearby 
e loss Is estimated at $35,- 


spread to 
houses. T1 

uoo. 

The Are 
ed In the 


and fannem by a high wind spread 
rhpldly to [the house. 

The blafce at the Rowe place was 
discovered at 1.06. A pumper wa» 
dispatched at once from Station 1. [ 
While the 


broke out In a barn, local* 
rear of the Rowe home. 


pumper was on its way I 
to the Riwe home an alarm waa 
turned In jfrora Baxter street, where 
a garage was afire near the Coata 
alcre. The department's other pump¬ 
er was sept to tbla fire. 

Pumper Falla. 

Klr-*mer> on the apparatus sent to 
the Rowe home made arrangements 
to pump water from East Creek. 
Hose waft laid and the engine of 
the pumper started. It had been run¬ 
ning only a few seconds when it 
stopped doad. The Aremen were un¬ 
able to get water while the flames 
made rsplft headway. 

A call Was put In for the West 
Rotland flta department, which had 
Its pumpdr and crew on the spot 
within IS minutes. 

Meanwhile the pumper, sent to 
garage Are on Baxter 
lived at the Rowe home 
had water on the burning 


Aght the 
street, ar 
and soon 
buildings. 

Fire Chief Koltonskl said last 
night thati mud sucked up from the 
creek, had clogged a spring In the 
relief valtfe of the pumper, causing 
It to go "dead." 

The pun per Is fully 10 years old. 

Flarjies Spread .Rapidly. 

The speed with which the flames 
spread fr^m the barn, where the 
Are started, to the Howodomf and 
creamery ind the Russell borne and 
creamery Waa astonishing. 

Mr. and (Mrs. Alden W. Peters who 
made theli home on the aecond floor 
of the Rowe house had no time to 
save any clothing or furniture. Rowe 
was able 4o save some of his fumt 
lure. 

Two automobiles were destroyed 
and a horde, a valuable police dog 


(Continued on Page Two.) 
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(Continued 


From Page One.) 


and If chicken i perished as the 
lames destroyed the Rowo barn. 

In addition to losing his creamery. 
Russell's bam 4"d garage were also 
ruined by the flames. 

Intense heat Has created and the 
Russell home caught fire several 
times. Nearby residents were warn¬ 
ed to keep wotjer on the roofs and 
walla of their Homes. 

A milk pasteurising plant, recently 
Installed, waa destroyed when the 
flames whipped their way through 
the Rowe creamery. 

. Had It net been for the work of 
the West Rutland Are department, 
directed by Cblkf Charles Montgom¬ 
ery and Assistant Chief Patrick Phal- 
en, the Are might have caused much 
more damage. Jt was tho West Rut¬ 
land department that kept water on 
the Russell houke. 

Tho heal waatoo Intense that Fire¬ 
man Raymord Carroll was overcome. 
I)r. Rohort V. : Williams attended 
him. 

Traffic Rerouted. 

Traffic was rorouted to PIttsford, 
no cars be:ng hllowed to proceed 
north or south through Mill Village. 
This condition existed for four hours, 

The firemen sfvre not able to leave 
(ho Rowe place until early In tho 
evening, the West Rutland depart- 
ment f taklng over the Job of wetting 
down the smouldering ruins. 

Rowe wos at home alone. Ills wife 
and son were Id Worcester an^bad 
planned to reltirn home yesterday. 
Rowe knew nothing about tho Are In 
his barn, until a neighbor called him 
and said he taw some smoke, com¬ 
ing out of thel place. When Rowo 
opened tho tloofru a sheet of flAmo 
poured out. 

Tho dog. "Lobo" stayed with 
Ilowo's old horse until hts ears were 
burned off and( ho was entirely In 
flames. The horfo was used by Rowe 
lo his early days of peddling niflk. 

Holh Rowe and Russell did a 
largo recall milk; business In the city, 
\ Owners 'Reported Ml. 

Both were 111 1st their homee yes¬ 
terday and could not be reached for 
•tatementa\ln | reference to their 
plana for the Injure. 

The Potera' family, which lived up¬ 
stairs In the Rbwe home, owned a 
■mall coupe, destroyed when the 
barn burned. 

Chief Koltondkl satd he had no 
Idea what earned tho blase. There 
waa no Are kepi In tho barn. 

A sedan, owned by Henry Costa, 
waa destroyed sad the garage ruin¬ 
ed In the Ore at Baxter street. I/>ei 
estimated llioo. 


SOUTH STREET FI 


Flamw Spread to Home of 
Salvatore Gallo; Two 
.Motor Trucks Ruined. 

STARTS IN GARAGE 


Fire, believed to have started tn 
a garage attached to (he home of 
Salvatore Gallo at 1S8 South street, 
caused damage estimated at more 
than $6000 shout 10.30 o'clock last 
night. Neighbors, awakened by the 
bright reflection of the flames, 
aroused members of two families 
who were asleep In the burning 
Structure. No ory* was Injured. 

Firemen battled the stubborn 
blase for more than an hour before 
they were able to brlog ft under con- 
trol. 

Gallo and his family occupied the 
ground floor while the family of 
Vincent Bernardo lived In the up¬ 
per lenecnexu. . . 

When tho flames were discovered. 
Ihey had spread from two motor 
Irucka In the garage, through a shod 
Joining the garage lo the dwelling 
and were making rapid headway tn 
Ihe rear end of the two-atory house. 

Three streams of water were used 
on the building. Dense smoke hamp¬ 
ered the firemen until a number of 
window* were broken to provide 
ventilation. 

The damage resulted from the 
destruction of the two motor trucks, 
the garage, a shed filled with fire¬ 
wood and toola and the burning of 
the rear of the dwelling. Furnish¬ 
ings on both floors of the houae 
were drenched. 

The*reflection of the flames was 
seen by motorists as far away as 
North Clarendon and a large crowd 
of spectators waa attracted. 

The firemen were summoned at 
flrit by telephone but a whistle 
alarm was sounded when It was 
found that callmon were needed. 
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IKTO SIDE OF TRAIN 


Ernest Spafford Escapes 
With Slight Injuries in 
Crossing Accident. 




Krtiest Spafford of Cold River load 
narrowly escaped death early y»i:<*r- j 
day morning when an automobile 
which he was driving ran into th* 
aide of the Rost on bound Rutland 
railroad tleeprr train at thu Allen 
•ireel crossing In the south end of 
th« city. Tho act Idem orcurr d 
about 2.30 o clock. 

Spafford was taken to Rutland 
hospital where hr was Healed by Dr. 
W. II- Grtnnell f«»r burns, • u: % and 
cruises, He was discharged late In 
the afternoon 

An autumohtl*. r« glsierrd In far 
name of Beecher a Guthrie. PivW, Nj 
which he * was driving av oiding to 
police records, caught Are and thg 
Are department was called out to 
extinguish ihe bUr*. An alarm was 
sent tn from Box Ji at the fair¬ 
ground*. 

Spafford was binned oti one hand 
lie also sustained a *• alp wound and 
a number of bruises 

According to police and official * 
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Singcr Sewing r Mj 
Lo»s $2^00 
Fill* Ba 


CAUSE NOT 


Fire of undetermined 
' ed damage estimate*! It 
store of the Singer Sew 
47 Center street, eafl 
The- etoro la located 
floor of the Hotel Rep 
at the west end, and ft 
Its way Into many 
on the second finer 
The. HlRel Berwick 
located between the rn 
lo the hostelry a id th 
chlaa-hea« quartets, nl* > 
ed with dynae ampkoJ 


ber shop, 

lib enlraure 

\ »wlng ma* i 
lecarne All--! 

(1 with dynae smpko.' jlj \ 

Tho Are waa dlscnycml by Rob¬ 
ert ‘C. Boynton, proprWjhr of trfe 
Berwick, who noticed (n| reflection 
of the flames whjlle ft 41 van ,ln the 
diningroom .ahotil 7, lMMoct. Hr 


aine Co. 
fce Also 

I 

I. 

Inown 


r gin cans- 
[J? *00 to the 
company, 
isl night, 
lie ground 
Ik building. 

»ka found 
i dol rooms 


hurried to |fi* kitchen 


the fire, wan ther^ bu[ tyt on lean 
that ft was located 


the Singer store, H fe 
west. 

Members of thU fti 
summoned iyr Job 
ate manager; fou 
were eating, their 
r tl(lon on the gro 
nearly reached the 
They were checked. hb 
damage had extended 


ground Aoor, mos 

t of t 

confined to the a 

►oregc 

Walter M. Ovll 

Stn 

stated last ‘night 

tha 

chine cablnefa hi 

d b* 

He was unable to 

sot t 

damage. 



blllc vl gthai 


ir re^ 
rd« linn 

lep»r i < 

IIns. ad 
Ithe flat! 

jgh a par-, 
pr and had 
J>nd story. 
|ver. before 
yyond fhe 
! loas being 

manager, 
luable n;i 
destroyed., 
amount of 


e*. cottoi 
vblch were 
rhokft. This 
ed greater 

tr 

Koltonskl 




Corrugated '^freeing 
padding and yard gooi 
consumed caused |dehj 
la believed to have 
loss than the flames. 

Fir# Chief Alfred 
who. directed - th 1 flkbtng of Ihe 
fire, waa~ unable, j liter vrellmlnarv 
Investigation- last nil ;fc | to i deter 
mine the cause o? th s , e. He said 
that an loapectlor hall *enm»de)n 
the atonrtjcarcely a w< k Ago and 
that therW were ao 1 ir I haaarda at 
that tlme.^ 


railroad reports. Ihr s itomohlly 
struck ihn rapidly moving Dalit near! 
ibs point where lltv huomntlve ten- 
der was joined to the front of the 
Aril car. which curried mail. 

Engineer Frank Miner snd Con¬ 
ductor Kdward If. Klllgry of this 
city and other nuHubvri of th« train 
errw were not awur* that there had 
he**n a collision until the train stop 
pad at Mellows Falls where a mes¬ 
sage from Rutland iwatr.*d them, j 
Broken glass, probably *iom the 


automobile windshield, wan found on 
the front platform of the mallear, 
railroad officials said. 

A motorist who was In a motorcar 
behind that operated by Spafford as¬ 
sisted the Injured driver in extricat¬ 
ing himself from the flaming wreck¬ 
age and took him to the hospital. 

Policeman Daniel J. Brown went 
to the scene of the acctdehi. 
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Where Fire Broke Out Last Night 



Merchants Row ; 
Menaced By Fire 
In A & P Store 


Coinciden 


iJe! 

soflndad it* 


Whin the firm alarm 
130 o'clock taat night Fireman 
Oeorga Regan wu engaged In l»« 
•mining a Rid "Cross rlsss at 
the Vermont Mydroelectrie plant 
In Ihi rorr*n of *n Inhalafor 
upon persons overcome by Immer¬ 
sion, »mok* or gases. .Re*sn lift 
(hi class for I hn Art. 

(<*•• than onahilf hour lator 
mumhiri of the fire department 
were using an Inhalator on Ragan, 
who waa overcome by amok# 
whlla Inside Ihn Atlanllr A Pacific 
•loro daring laat Right's aorfotia 
Ira. 

Ha waa lafar Iraatad at Rutland 
hospital hr Or. F. 1C. Qnlglar* 


Firs of undetermined origin eauaod damage estimated 'at approxl* 
mataly 125,000 In tha Atlantic A Pacific, Varalty Men's Shop and 
Economy atora on Marchanta Row taat night, Tha Atlantic A Pacific 
atora la locatad In tha northarn part of tha building, ahown abova. 
Tha Varalty ahop occuplaa tha aoutharn half of tha atraat floor and 
tha Economy atora tha uppar floor*. Tha building waa onoa tha old 
Opara Houaa and waa lattr occupied by tha Surprlaa Department 
atora. 




///r/j-T 


fl. u SPESCER HOME I 
DAMAGED B( FIBE 


Entire Fire Dept. Called 
to 55 Elm St. at 1.30 
A. M.; Loss $500. 


Ail flra fighting apparatus of the 
city as well as all call firemen were 
summoned at 1.30 o'clock thli morn* 
ln>. to tho homo of Raymond C. 
Spencer at 55 Kim street, when Are 
b okc out In a partition behind a 
A eplace on the Aral floor of the 
two and* one-half story house. Al¬ 
though still smouldering at 2.30 
o'clock, tba blaze waa believed to 
he under control. 

The Annies, evidently starting 
from a defective fireplace In the lib¬ 
rary of the Spencer home, crept up 
through the partition behind the fire¬ 
place to the attic, which was soon 
entirely ablaze shortly afterward and 
the flames broke through the roof. 
Furniture In the 8pencer home aa 
well aa In the second floor apart¬ 
ment of Loon C. Epeneter waa mov¬ 
ed out to the homes of neighbors. 

Damage from fire and water was 
expected to exceed $500. 


MERCHANTS ROW 
MENACED BE FIBE 
III A 8 P. STORE 

(Continued From Page One.) 

n. t\ lie WNI dilvlng south along the 
»ireet when lie discovered lhe clouds 
of smoke. He raced his car to the 
fire station, his horns blaring out a 
warning to clear his path. The alarm 
was aounded from the manual con 
trot at the station. 

The firemen were unable to ent*r 
the store upon arrival, so dense *a» 
the smoke After a number of win¬ 
dow* and door* had been op n ne <1 
and ventilation had been establlsn 
ed on the roof, hose lines were taken 
Inside. The Are. which wa* spread¬ 
ing toward the front of the building, 
was driven backward. 

Meanwhile other crews of Are 
Ashler* battled the flames from Hie 
rear. NVIthln a few minutes ail via 
tble flame* were subdued .However, 
Investigation showed that the 
AamFs were making rapid headway 
within n closed elevator shaft. Crews 
were dispatched to extinguish all 
slgna of Are for the entire length 
of the shaft. The flames did Ml 
reach higher than the beams of the 
second Aoor. except on one corner 
of the shaft. 

Extinguished In Hour. 

Except for the sorting over of 
canned goods In the rear of the gr >c- 
ery itore to get at every spark, the 
Are was out within an hour after the 
sounding of the alarm. However, last 
night Investigation had not deter¬ 
mined the cause Qf the blaze. It Is 
known Id have started In the base¬ 
ment of the grocery store, accord¬ 
ing to Chief Alfred H. Koltonskl. 

O. H. Ix>veland. manager of the 
grocery store, told Chief Koltonskl 
that he left th«v place of buglnes* 
scarcely more than an hour before 
the sounding of the alarm. He said 
that the basement at the rear of the 
•tore was used for receiving ntock 
and waa Ailed with packing caaca 
and empty carton*. 

Rutland Aremen were assisted by 
a Montpelier callman who Is working 
in Rutland. He la Lawrence (Sail 
thler, an employe of the state In 
come tax bureau. 


DAMAGE OF $25,000 




Flames Start in Base¬ 
ment of Chain Store; 
Smoke Seeps Into the 
Varsity and Economy 
Quarters. » . v 


BEGAN 


■i ••i i 

* st;‘,t 


< & AavISP 


Fireman Taken to Hos¬ 
pital for > Treatment / 
After He Collapses in 
Dense Smoke; Cause 

of Fire Unknown. I 

■>' . ' • ' l - 

Damage, animated at more than 
$25,000, was dona to thraa retail 
•torai In tba cantar of tha business 
section at about f.30 o'clock last 
night by flra which started la tha 
basement of tba Atlantic A Pacific 
Tea company grocery store on tha 
west side of MsrchanU Row. For 
a time, a large portion of the busi¬ 
ness section was threataned. One 
fireman, George Regan, was over¬ 
come by smoke. 

Stores damsged were lh* Atlantic 
A Pacific Tea company, tne Varsity 
Men's shop, snd the Economy store. 
Aside from tha grocery store, where - 
flames wreaked havoc in the rear 
end. damage waa caused principally 
by smoke. i ’ , 

A huge crowd gathered quickly, 
after the scounding of the box alarm 
st the Intersection of Center street 
and Merchants Row, the canter of 
tile business section. ‘ Many fpdeta-- 
tors were endangered by falling f 
glass and the movement of ladders 
snd hoses. 

Due to the lateness of the hour, 

It was Impossible last night to learn 
the exact figures. However, It was 
• ta|ed by Raymond Whitcomb of 
Glens Falls, superintendent of the 
Rutland Atlantic A Pacific district, 
that the grocery store loss would 
be about $7500. 

Charles Glnsburg, an official of « 
the Varalty Men's shop organisa¬ 
tion, said that stock In that store 
was Inventoried at more than $21,- 
000. Smoke permeated the entire 
store aqd water . reached a small 
portion at the reah 

It vii Impossible to obtain from 
William I. Ginsburg. head of the 
Economy store, an estimate of his 
loss. However, smoke seeped 
throughout the four Doors of the 
main store and the two floors of the 
annex which was located directly 
over the grocery itore and the 
Varsity shop. 

Smoke Impedes Firemen. 

Dense, black clouds «of smoke 
poured from the transom over the 
entrance to the grdfeery store when 
firemen arrived. The clouds rose 
upward nearly obscuring the view 
of the front of the building, which 
was formerly tie Opera House struc¬ 
ture and laterIthe Surprise depart¬ 
ment store bunding. 

Alarm was given by a Red Cross 
field worker, here from Washington, . 
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STORE. TEHEMEHT 
Dim BY FIRE 


Firemen! Have Hard Battle 
Conquering Flames in 
Granger St. Building. 


Fire of undetermined origin early 
Saturday morning swept through the 
Granger 8treet Cath store and the 
upatatm tenement of the proprietor. 
Cbarlee Blnarro, doing damage esti¬ 
mated at 11600. 

The biaxe,, believed to have orig¬ 
inated near a stove located in the 
center of the store, bad spread to a 
nearby pile of. automobile tires, then, 
to a row of shelves in the rear of the 
room, followed a drainpipe to the 
second floor and was eating Its way 
in the partitions toward the attic 
when the fireman arrived, shortly be. 
fore S.20 o>iook In response to an 
alarm from Im 63. 

They battlecf the flames with a 
stream from ajlne of hose, Augment¬ 
ed by two booster lines, for more 
than an hour, lipping out smoulder 
In* flooring and partltlone in the liv 
Inc quarter*, before returning to the 
station. 

Leas than an hour )*£r a tele¬ 
phone call again summoned them to 
the scene, the blase having rekindled 
Itaeif In tome charred timbers In a 
partition between the kitchen end 
dining room. This time the men 
worked for nearly an hour and a 
half, tearing out more sections of the 
partitions, before finally extinguish 
Ing the flamea. 

Furniture In the kitchen and din 





TUESDAY MOUNT XU, JUNE 23, I93G. 


If ETTF BLOCK 
DAMAGED BY FLAMES 


Part of Business District 
Threatened by Fire of 
Undetermined Source. 


LOSS SET AT $3 500 











»• 

n- 
- 

ing room was badly damaged by tho 
heat and smoke and a small amount 
of stock In tho store was thorough¬ 
ly drenched by wuler. . 

Tho Are was discovered by Mfs. 
Bizzarro. who was awakened by V 
rtrong odor of smoke. The bulldln/S 
is owned by Mr. and Mrs. Clinton j 
If. Nason of Granger street. I 

'Hie firemen answered two calls/ 
within half ah hour yesterday morn¬ 
ing. The first call wna received at 
H 50 o’clock from tho home of Mrs. 
Frank Bishop. 1C6 State etryet, 
where a chimney was burning out. 
Tho Are had smothered Itself by 
the lime the truck arrived. 

At 9.15 o'clock they were sum-* 
moned to the upstairs apartment of 
Floss W. Kelley. 38 Strongs avenue. 
An overheated stovepipe, leading 
from the kitchen range, was the 
source of the call. The pipe was 
dismantled and emptied of the 
smouldering soot. There was no 
I damage In either instance. | 





Buildings In the heart of the Bill- 
land business district, valued at 
many thousands of dollars, were 
threatened by a Are of undetermined 
origin which caused damage esti¬ 
mated at 13500 to the two-atory Vail- 
queue block. 67V4 Center street, yes¬ 
terday afternoon at 5 30 o’clock. 

The flamea broke out at a time 
when many men and women were en 
route home from atores and offices 
and traffic was Jammed at the In¬ 
tersection of Wales and Cehter 
streets and even on Washington 
street, a block south, as the fire 
siren and cloudi of black smoke 
rolling from the burning building at¬ 
tracted hundreds to ths scene. 

Another small building, at €6 Cen¬ 
ter Street, owned by Mrs. Felicia 
Bomano of tbla city, was slightly 
damaged. The Vallquette building, 
the property of Mrs. Mary D. Vall¬ 
quette, who hat an apartment In the 
building, comprised two stores and 
three apartments. There art two 
shed* fa the rear. 

The flames, starling In a shed, ate 
their way from the ground floor to 
the roof of the structure, charring 
the walls at the rear and the roof 
The most serious damage was done 
In the apartment of Mrs. Vallquette. 
Furniture also waa burned and 
woodwork scon hod In the adjotnlng 
apartments occupied by John Cleary 
and Curl Waterlund. 

Frank I*. Biggs, who conduits a 
shoe-repairing shop on the ground 
floor, estimates hts loss at |lU0. The 
other store Is vacant. 

Nobody a as Injured. 

Assistant Fire Thief Ralph Bean, 
acting In the absence of Fire Thief 
A. II. Knltnnski said lust night thit 
the fire was of undetermined origin, 
lie stated that it might have been 
started by a cigarette In some rub¬ 
bish under the hack stairway of the 
Vallquette building. 

Alarm Given By Phone. 

Several persons claim in have se n 

nlghi thAt the first voice to give the 
alarm by telephone was that of a 
woman, although a man's voice rut 
In on the wire, sating of the blaze 
“and boy. It * a real one.** ; 

Miss Mildred Vallquette, daughter 
of the owner of the building Mild A 
teacher at the Longfellow school, 
said, that she was In the front p.trt 
of the apartment on the second floor 
when she heard the crackling of the 
flames. She sent a message to the 
firemen hy telephone, then warned 
the occupants. 


Boston Fireman Helps. 

A Boston fireman, here on his va- 
ration, rang In an alarm from Box 
4j shortly afterward*. then went to 
work with the local firemen as they 
arrived. He was dressed In white 
flannels but was right In the thick 
of the flre-flghttng. 

The first efforts of the firemen 
were to protect surrounding build¬ 
ings. These Included the Tounty Jail 
on one side and Ihe I). J. Anthony 
store on the turner of Wales and 
Center. 

The entire city fire department 
fought the blaze and succeeded, hy 
using water from five lines of hose, 
In stopping )t. 

A small nearby building, also own¬ 
ed by Mrs. Vallquette and housing 
Van's Sandwich shop, was threat¬ 
ened for a 11 nye but firemen soon pro¬ 
tected It. Once they had made the 
building safe they hoisted their lad- 
era on It and worked over to the 
roof of the large Vallquette build¬ 
ing. drenching the roof and using 
their axes to get through into the 
upper atory. 

Meantime, other firemen were 
playing the streams on the sheds 
back of the building, making their 
entrance through a narrow passage 
way from Wales street. 

The battle lasted 45 minutes. 


THURSDAY MORNING, APRH. ifc, I93G. 
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Bed at 


TWICE 1A NIGHT 


E. Paul Driven From His 




1 o’clock and 



Again at 5.15. 

K. I* r»ut (it U (_'ram(>ton Mitnuo 
I was only practicing when ho escaped 
| from the flumes which were yagitu 
j on tho first flbor of his hon e, hy 
Jumping off lie roof of hie front 
porch early yesterday raornlnj. 

Four hours Jater fire again broke I 
| out in the house, and again taught I 
Paul off hla guard. The second Utile 
he was asleep ou an lmpfuflMkJ bed 
iu the frout rcom downstair*, and 
firemen Mere klready pulling >vut»*r 
on the blaze w ten 1'aul wan armiscd. 
As the nrem« l entered tho )nm* i 
tilled with sm )ks for tho speoud 
lime In fdur hours, they found’ Paul 
getting to hla feel and preparing 
lor Ills second hahty exit. 

The second ftie resulted from! a re 
kindle of the Jlrst. Sometimes em¬ 
bers fail into kTannlas in the wall 
partitions and aro Invisible u Ihe 
firemen. Short of tearing a house 
apart there is do way of finding the 
emtfrs, Which 'onaequentjy smould¬ 
er slowly until hey break out anew. 
A captain of he Kutlunri dm»ait 
meat explained to a Herald rep>rtor 
that once in a lortg while alter u 
small partition Ire has behn put out 
a wisp of smoke betray* ao and] dent 
rekindle. In sue ii a case the derail¬ 
ment Is notified and qubikly stop* 
the outbreak. 

Yesterday moulng. however, |*aul 
went,soundly to sleep and was un¬ 
aware of the dagger. 

While the fl emeu spared the 
house In their fl at encounter yester¬ 
day, they took io chance* the sec¬ 
ond time and w< re forced to ghe It 
a thorough over iiullng. 

The deparlmei t haa put |n a busy 
week of fire fighting. On, Monday 
night there won bUies at Kim end 
Maple atreeta, a id a false alarn 
the railroad yar la. Tuesday ataer- 
noon engine 1 r a ponded to a bUrn 
Ire, resulting fro n burning grass 
the Kast Proctor road. 
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INFANT NAR ROIV 
ESCAPES Dp IN 

MAPLFST. FIRE 

*• 

“ 7 T“ 

Maxine Lybinsky Carried 
^From Smoke-Filled Room 
by MyrOn Minard. 

ALONE IN TENEMENT 

Firemen Respond to 3 Night 
Alarms; Gas Thieves Are 
Blamed for One Blaze. 


A 10-months old baby narrow¬ 
ly escaped death about '9.30 
o’clock last night on Maple 
street in the second of three fircB, 
which called out the Rutland fire 
department in the space of three 
hours. The apparatus rolled 
each tijne on a box alarm. 

Little Maxine Lubinsky, jn- 
fant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter Lubinsky, was carried to 
safety from her crib on the sec¬ 
ond floor of the house at 142 
Maple street, fohen fire believed 
to have been started in a carton 
filled with hot ashes, menaced 
the dwelling. 

. The fire started in the Lubin- 
sky's apartment and when My¬ 
ron Minard, who lives down¬ 
stairs under the Lubinskys, 
reached the child, the flames 
were raging through the rear 
portion |of the-second story of 
the house. 

Minardi, who lives in the down¬ 
stairs quarters of Jhe two-family 
house, smelled smoke and went 
out back to investigate. He saw 
the-reflection of flames in a win¬ 
dow at the Tear of the Lubinsky 
apartment. Hoping to extin¬ 
guish the fire, he started up the 
back hall stairway, but was dri*- 
en bade I by /mokMMyUAniMi 
He then k-an iroundto the front i 
of the \house and went up the 
stairway j 'I, . j 

The child was crying in its 
crib, smoke was pouring into the 
room and the crackle of flames in' 
an adjoining room could plainly 


^hTfl,Juried tfthe Lubin- 
sky’s «f irtment aW-whfn My¬ 
ron MLiard, who/, lives down¬ 
stairs under the 'Lubinskys,' 
reached the child, the flames 
were rsging through the rear 
portion of the-second story of 
the house. / 

Min/.rd, who lives in the down¬ 
stairs quarters of Jhe two-family 
house, smelled smoke and went 
out back to investigate. He saw 
the reflection of.flames in a win- 
i dew at the rear of the Lnbinsky 
apartment. Hoping tb extin¬ 
guish the fire, he started up the 
bacV hall stairway, but was driv¬ 
en Tiacki by 

He then tan hroflffcJ to the front 
•f the house and went up the 
slaimay. * 

Jhe child was -crying in its 
crib, nmoke was pouring into the 
room t nd the crackle of flames in 
sn adjoining room could plainly 
be henrd. 

Carries Child to Safety. 

Mint 'd took the child downsuln 
to aaf< y and ran back upstairs. He 
opened a door to the room adjoin- 
In* th* child’s room and smoke and 
flames rushed out at him. 

He ran downstairs and put In a 
, call for the Are department. By this 
time Charlotte MaraoTllle. a young 
girl, had also called the firemen. 

The firemen laid a line of ho # se 
and had the blaze under control In 
about 20 ml lutes. A pipe, leading to 
the gas at<ve. had broken off and 
the fumes became Ignited. However 
the gas dir. not have opportunity to 
collect ami cause an explosion. 

Minard i four children, Patricia, 7. 
Shirley. 5.1 Laura, 4, and Lee. a 
seven-months old boy, who were 
downstairs when the fire started.' 
were tacen from the house when 
their father went upstairs for the 
second time. Minard said he made 
this second trip to determine wheth¬ 
er he could do anything to halt the 
flamrs while the firemen were on 
their way to the place. The Lubtn- 
aky chlltfs mother had stepped out 
of the house for a short time wfflle 
the father was not at home. 

Damage to the property la estimat¬ 
ed at about $1000. 

The call to Maple street was the 
second alarm of the evening. 

Qaa Thlavae Blamed. 

Gasoline thieves were blamed by 
fire department officials for a blaze 
which broke out on Elm street about 
8.30. 

The fire originated In a wood-iaw- 
lng apparatus, housed In a shed In 
the rear of the residence of H. F. 
Seward on E}m street. It is the be¬ 
lief of the fire officials that the 
thieves were {surprised In the act of 
siphoning gteoltne from the storage 
tank of the *ood machine and that 

one of them dropped a lighted 
match or cigarette Into the fluid, 
causing a rush of flame which Ignit¬ 
ed the «hed and connecting building 
The flames- were extinguished 
without difficulty. The loss will not 
exceed 1200. but In the beginning of 
the blare there was grave danger of 
a getierul conflagration Inasmuch as 
the shed, which caught fire, was in 
the rear of a house and in tho very 
heart of a thickly populated section. 

Members of the police department 
last night redoubled their efforts to 
track down the gang of thieves who. 
in the past few weeks, have caused 
Rujland motorists much difficulty. 

% The blotter at police headquarters 
lists a number of gas-thievery com¬ 
plaints. many of which were regis¬ 
tered by out-of-state travelling men 
who were slopping' overnight at a 
Main street hotel. 

Shortly after 11 o'clock last night 
a box alarm from the north end of 
the Rutland railroad yard called out 
the firemen. This time tt was a 
false alarm. 
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MANNING CO. PLANT 
THREATENED BY FIRE 


Blaze, Quickly Quelled by 
Fireme i, Damages Boiler 
Room ind Power Unit. 


Fire of undetermined origin did 
considerable damage to the boiler 
room and power plant of the Man¬ 
ning Manufacturing company at the 
corner cl Cleveland avenue and Crea- 
cent atreet yesterday afternoon. 

Firemen, arriving In reaponse to 
two aeparate alarms, found the .cell¬ 
ing of he one-floor structure a muss 
of flares. A thin but acrid smoke, 
possibly coming from kerosene with 
which employes had been cleaning 
machinery, hampered the firemen at 
the outset. 

Wh le one crew stretched a hose 
line Into the heart of the fire, an- 
other raised ladders and went to the 
roof to oper up and allow the dan¬ 
gerous hea* and fumes to escape. 
Fireman Mi.rtln F. Kelly received a 
slight lacer tlon on the face. 

A crowd gathered quickly as truck 
after truc\ raced to the acene of 
Rutland's argent blaxe this year. The 
city's ent re fire fighting force was 
called Ir.o action and made short 
work of what might have been a 
much rr jre serious fire. 

A fa* tory building and a lumber 
yard, bith belonging to the Manning 
c oncer j. presented dangerous expos¬ 
ure o» the south snd west aides of 
the fl e, but at no time were they 
actusiiy threatened, as the firemen 
closr d In on the flsmes. 

Cl lef Alfred H. Koltonskl estim¬ 
ated that the damage would run to 
neatly $1000. He aald that while the 
exact origin of the fire was undeter¬ 
mined the outbreak was probably 
caused by fire from one of the fur¬ 
naces Igniting the accumulation of 
fine sawdust under the celling. The 
plant uses Its own sawdust as fuel 
and a large pile In one end of the 
building was saved from the flames. 

The department laid three lines of 
hose and used two of them. Two 
ladders were raised to the roof and 
all hands worked. 

The fire got such a quick start that 
two separate alarms were turned In. 
the first from Crescent street snd 
Geno avenue at 3.13 o'clock and the 
second from Park street and Cleve¬ 
land avenue. 

* * ■ f 


MCE Si ill 
DAMAGED! V FLAMES 


Fire Starting From Alco¬ 
hol Fumes Ouiwes $1000 
Lobs at Ba Ire Plant. 


Fire, believed to ; *v* been rau»ed 
by fume* of the coni ent ■ of a five- 
gallon can of alcohol becoming Ig¬ 
nited accidentally, damaging the 
Slock of Rurke Bros.* .Service station 
at the Intersection *f Strongs ave 
nwe snd River si* »M shout 7.30 
o’clock yesterday inr rning and also 
caused loss on tire budding. 

The loss was wKttc rated at $1000, 
This wss due rnor* to smoke and 
water than to fhnnt 

Thomas Hlirkw. p prletnr of the 
station, after kindl • c a fire in h 
stove, sent moment* llv to a room 
in ihe rear of the lo tiding, When 
he returned, fiAhtes were shooting 
relllngward tiNJfii the alcohol con¬ 
tainer. Hesitant a ho it throwing the 
cun out of ihw door 1 erguse of the 
probability of IjtnllltiK ho oil In near¬ 
by gasoline tlhVs, BtiiHe grabbed the 
contents of the cash' ttgUter and the 
account book’s^faft at togs tho street 
and sent in n/fire. alarm. 

The firemJfi fotihd a hot flie In 
progress bull it was extinguished 
after considerable valor had been 
poured Into Old building. The flAmes 
charred ihe i-allrt at the front of the 
station and teached he stork of 
tires and automobile .’cassories. 

Tenants living In * other psrl of 
the building were able to nuke their 
way to safety wfthotr difficulty and 
sustained no toss exevi t from smoke. 
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Spring Brings a 
Load of Work to 
Rutland Firemen 


lUc* aflame In ihe shed of th- ' 

I resulfcnc* «»f Albert F. Gnrafnpn and i 
JoM*ph Foil. 23 Temp’s Street, bur %, 
rW K .it land firemen out of U« «| all 
4 5$ o dock yesterday morning. 

Spontaneous combustion of rob I 
tu*h and race In a corner of the 
siW of the residence evidently! 
started the fire which damag'd only f 
a w*n petition and a small portion 
of ihe celling in the shed. 

The firemen laid a lino of hose, 
and put out ihe flames in tin* rub 
btsh. 

* The first day of the annual four- 
day sKge of spring house cleaning 
it the local station was Interrupted 
hv three calls later In the day. At 
9 44 o clock in Ihgjnornlng the men 
hid to put down the ammonia and 
«u*h oft to 54 Fast street. It was a 
rhlmnev fire Again at 10 34 o'clock 
they climbed down from the half 
washed windows and rushed to a 
grass fire ne*r 43 North Main street 
The next call came at 1.45 ®Vln< k 
in Ihe afternoon when a brush fife 
» ft Pine hill near the upper end of 
Evergreen avenue, gave tfltyti the 
longest workout of the day A gum: 
oT $0 road workers helped the fire 
fighters turn hack the flames in the 
Pine bill brush 

Tt« sew ml day of spring cleaning 
•dll got off ip art early start Chu 
osortliii. barring any 4*ngerouf 
tails, when the Art fighter* start to 
polish up tbt ancient picture* of past 
flrw fighters once took t|ie»r 

turwa at spring cleaning In the same 
cheerful way. 



















































ItNING, FEBRUARY J1, ifljlG. 

Cry of “Fire“At 

The Paramount 

*■' {- 

Bri ngs NearPanic 


M No fume* or smoko escaped Into 
Iho theater/’ Koltonskl Mid. -Tbs 
people were in bo danger sod there 
wa* no need of the patron* bloom¬ 
ing frightened or even leaving tbetr 
seat./* 

The chief complimented the thea¬ 
ter staff on Its handling of * the 
crowds. “The ushers were cool, took 
their posts Immediately and tried 
their best to Induce the people to 
stop pushing and to go out calmly/* 


MAN IS SOUGHT 


Small Portion of Film 
Bursts Into Flame in 
Projection Room and 
Flash Therefrom Is 
Thrown on Screen. 


he said, 
ed the e would hi 
had fi»t the un! 

I “Fire ** 

“T*at Is a tori 
wish we knew 
he rsld. 

Vayor Henry 
gp’itiy concern 
j re »cc. He declari 
| wuuld be made t< 
Of the person r{ 


fe been no trouble 
>wn person cried 

[>le thing to do. 1 
is responsible/’ 

Rranchaud was 
over the oc~tfr- 
I that every effort 
Jearn the Identity 
tponslhle for the 


I n»ar*panic. »rl 

report e^Tfjreman 


MADRUSHRESULTS 


Firemen and Theater 
Ushers Aid in Calm : 
ing Crowd; Projec¬ 
tionist Is Given Oxy¬ 
gen. 


Police and Are department official* 
were making every effort last* night 
to learn the identity of the man who 
caused a near panic at ihe crowded 
Paramount theater about 8.35 o'clock 
Saturday night by calling "First* 


i . - | t’oiu i it i* ilk UJ m 11 

The following idflcial report of flu* w j,en a small portion of a film burai 
occurrence was made to Chief Kol- | D to flume In the projection ropra 


t» n ski by Capt. tyfrard: 

•*A Are occurred In the picture 
hioth at the Paramount theater Sat- 
ur*av night. Kebkdary 22 at f bout 
8.3% o'clock whll*5>laj. Howe s ama- 
I teurs and a plctMfi were entertain¬ 
ing the crowd. 

ng a Aash from 
cried out 'Fire/ 
talrs and down- 
panic for the 


“A. patron, notj 
un txploalon of A^ 
causing patrons 
italr* to start li 
exits. 

“Through alert 
ture operators. u| 
and Aremen on d\ 
what might havi 
panic was avoldi 
“Screaming am 
until patrons wert 
back to their seat! 
given them that tl 
frotn Are. 

“The Are was’ 
bon taken from 
laid on a metal c( 
fore discarding It 
A Aim inside of 
nlted from heat oj 
Ing the exploaton. 
“There was no 


t 


theater. The ope< 
went to Fire Static 
given oxygen bee* 
tion from fumes/' 


iperatloe of pic- 
|ers. stagehands 
at the theater, 
been a serious 

railing prevailed 
requested to go 

is assurance was 

e was no danger 

i'jsed by hot car- 
machine and 
ilnel to cool be 

to a waste can. 
(mall cabinet tg- 
e carbon, caus- 

smoke' In the 
Jor. McKlrryher. 

where he was 

ke of his condl- 




and the reeultaot Aash was recorded 
on the screen. 

A capacity audience had assembled 
to attend MaJ. Bowe s amateur, show 
and hundreds made a m*d ruah to 
get out t» the startling cry. appar- 
ently in the voice of A young man, 
rang through the movie house, 

Chao* Results. 

Where quiet had reigned a few/ 
seconds before, there was chaos. 
Patrons scrambled over the tope ot 
seats and others tried to pash their 
way ahead of those In front of them. 

Many shrieked. One woman, whose 
name was not learned, fainted and 
was carried out of the building by 
theater employe*. 

Capt. F. H. Seward of the Rutland 
Are department* who had beee de¬ 
tailed by Chief A. H. Koltonskl. Jole- 
ed the usher* at the head of ooe 
of the aisles In trying to qu!#4 the 
people, assuring them that there was 
no Are, no danger.* 

Fireman OeorgV F, Regan, also 
detailed, hurried to the stage and 
by gesturing—his voice could eot be 
heard in the uproar—aided the' 
theater staff In reatorlng order. 
Within a few minute* the excite¬ 
ment was over and many of those 
who had left the theater returned* 
to their seals. No smoke had reach¬ 
ed the auditorium. 

The performance went on after a 
few minutes interruption. 

Harland D. McKlrryher, projec¬ 
tionist at the Paramount, waa given 
oxygen at Fire Station 1 by memben 
of ihfe department to guard agalnat 
any possible ill effects from fumes 
he Inhaled while In the booth. 

Fire Chief Koltonskl said laat 
night, that he had received a report 
from CapL Seward atatlng that the, 
automatic abutter and other safety 
devices at the booth worked per¬ 
fectly. 

Firemen On Job. 

Koltonskl explained that he makes 
a point of asslgnlhg Aremen to every 
amateur performance. 

The chief declared that be. bellev- 
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Wife and Three Children 

of Dentist Flee From 

Beds; Loss $5000. 

Mrs. Edward B. Jenney, wife of a 
Rutland dentist, and her three chil¬ 
dren, Juliet, Elisabeth and Miles. 

’ i^re driven from their home, 11 
Washington street in night apparel 
early yesterday morning when fire, 
which broke ont on the main floor 
aa they alept, badly damaged the In¬ 
terior of the bnildlng and destroyed 
many furnishings. Including some 
valuable antiques. 

The Joss Is estimated at 15*00. 
partly covered by insurance. Mem¬ 
bers of the family art uncertain as 
to how the fire started. Chief Alfred , 
K. Koltonskl expressed the belief 
that the cause may have been a cig¬ 
arette bolt left accidentally on some 
piece of upholstered furniture In the 
southwest room on the main floor 
where* the flames did the greatee: • 
damage. 

Dr. Jenney was away from home | 
on a banting trip when the fire j 
broke out. 

The flame* ate their way through 
woodwork and conjoined furniture 
on the main floor, especially at the 
front of the building, bat there was 
considerable loss elsewhere* from 
smoke and the Intense heat which 
i broke windows and blistered paint. 

Child Discovers Fire. 

Juliet Jenney, 10, awakened about 
180 o’clock and smelled smoke. The 
frightened child aroused her mother 
who took the other children from 
their beds and made her way to the 
•treat with them tbroogb the smoke- 
filled lower hall.. 

The two girls and the boy safely 
outside of the blazing building. Mrs. 
Jenne re-entered and telephoned to 
the fire department a 
When the trucks rolled np to the 
door after a brief Interval, they 
found Mrs. Jenne dressing the chil¬ 
dren. She had snatched up a few 
artistes of clothing whence went 
In to telephone. 

Firemen found that the lames had 
spread over a considerable area on 
the main floor when they reached 
the scene. They had not however, 
attacked the stairway over which 
Mrs. Jenne escaped from * the bed¬ 
rooms with her children. 

Taxlman Saw Reflection. 

Francis Burke, a taxicab driver, 
patted tjbe bouse about an hour be¬ 
fore the alarm was tent to the fire 
department, he said. He noticed the 
reflection of flames on a window 
pane, bat believing it was a fire in 
a fireplace or something of the kind, 
be dismissed the matter from his 
mind. 

While the firemen were battling 
flames in the house and endeavoring 
to salvage furniture. Mrs. Jenne aod 
children went to the home of her 
lather. Miles S. Sawyer of East Cen¬ 
ter street. 

Firemen did moat of their fighting 
on the ground floor, in the front part 
of the house. They used piaster books 
to get at the partitions. Tbs fire 
did not spread beneath the floor. 

The Are destroyed a book case 
and a table, both 150 years old sod 
valued highly by members of the 
family. Another antique, a small 
secretary, waa deatroyed by the 
flames. A piano was damaged. 
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oil this lira 

FLAMES Hi BARI 

Firemen Battle Spruce St. 
Blase in Close Proximi¬ 
ty to Big Container*. 


Big storage tanks belonging to the 
Oulf Oil company, located on Sprurs 
street, were endangered last night 
as a barir owned hr Nick Clecone. 
159 S # pruce street, caught flr* and 
the containers were showered with 
eparks Favorable weathsr condl- * 
Ilona aided firemen In cheeking the 
blase before it had spread beyond 
the barn. The damage* estl- 

mated at $2f»d. 

J'lre Chief Alfred IL Koltorwkl 
said last night that nad not rain been 
falling at the time and had not hla 
men been sdmmoned before, the 
flames ggifled much headway, the en¬ 
tire section surrounding the barn 
might have been endangered. t 
Clccone, whose wife and son. 
Peter, were sick In bed when this 
Are was discovered about 6.3o 
o'clock, stated last night thaF he 
noticed that the barn was smoking 
when, he 'stepped out onto his back 
parch after supfx»r. He yarned hla 
wife and son Immediately, he said, 
because the snvke and a crackling 
sound caused Mm to Tear that the 
fine might spread to the houjie. 

Clooonei ran to* the k yearest tele¬ 
phone and called the department. 

Flames shot Into the air as soon 
as »tbe Aremm began playing water 
onto the burning building but they 
soon- subsided. 1 • ’ |J 

Furfllture stored In the barn and a 
l-crop of shell heaps were deatroyed. - 
Scores of persona on foot and In 
automobiles, assembled within a few 
minutes to watch the fire which look¬ 
ed for a time aa though It might 
reAcb the gasoline, plaiit. 

Th$ origin of the ftr^ls not known; 



















































K. OF CLUBHOUSE 
SWEPT BT FUMES, 
DAMAGEjMO 

Fire Starts in Basement 
Spreading Through Par¬ 
titions to Roof. 


TRAFFIC TIED UP 


Dense Smoke Handicaps Men 
in] Battling. Flames: Ad¬ 
joining Property Saved. 


The throe *lory brick clubhouse of 
Rutland council, Knight* of Colum- 
hua, located at 21 Merchant* How, 
wa* damaged lain yesterday nfior- 
noon by lire which started in thu 
b* somoni and ate Its way upward 
through partitions. The loss estimat¬ 
ed at 115*000, was confined to the 
front of the main building, the wrll- 
equipped gymnasium hi an addition 
at the rear escaping damage. 

The clubhouse, a Rutland land¬ 
mark, formerly was the home of the 
family of the late George E. Royec 
Rattling with dense smoke, flr.v 
men from both Rutland companies, 
who answered an alarm from Box 46, 
Merchant a Row iml State street, 
succeeded In preventing spread of 
the flames to wooden buildings adja¬ 
cent j to the clubhouse. 

Breaking out al &.2G o'clock, when 
many persons were en route to 
Ihclr homes from business, the fire 
i iHraciert hundreds of special a 1 . 4 *, 
and traffic was barred from Mer¬ 
chants Row, between West and 
Mate streets, for more than an hour 
In order that vehicles might hot 
hamper the firemen in ihelr work, 
Steward Discovers Fire. 
m was discovered by damns 

R r Howley, steward for the council, 
who 1 smelled invoke and found that 
th*r4 was fire In the front part of 
the basement which already hfid 
spread to partitions,. An alarm wnt 
sent In Immediately, 

The firemen were handicapped by 
dense smoke which ass rolling out 
of the front of the building wHen 
they arrived. They worked their way 
to the third floor. Inside the burning 
building and used % big aerial lad¬ 
der to reach the roof to discover that 
thd flatnea, spreading with great ra- 
pkJlty, had ea ts nit.heir way tt rough 
tbs partitions tJ the tog of the 
building. 

U was necessary lo break windows 
sud Chop holes through hardwood 
floors with ases before water could 
be played onto the flames. 

The men were able lo make but 
little headway in the stubborn bat¬ 
tle by working outside the club¬ 
house. 

Water Drenches Building. 

So great was the volume of water 
poured into the upper story that 
firemen'and club members doing sab 
iage work on the floors below were 
greatly handicapped. 

To prevent the water from flood* 
lug thu healing. apparatus In the 
furnace room, the fire-fighter* found 
R necessary to build make-shift dams 
of wood. 

Itoforu the fire had been conquer¬ 
ed, the front walla nf th*J building 
had been damaged and the floors 
of the second and third stories, at 
the front had been partly consumed. 
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Fire Damages K. of C. Clubhouse 



Flamat, which originated In th« baaamant banaath tha froht 
atapa. awapt to tha roof at tha front of tha Knlghta of Columbua 
building on Marchanta Row, isen abovei caualng 91ft,000 loas vaatar- 
day aftarnoon. , I 7 • 


K. OF C. CLUBHOUSE 
SWEPT it FLAMES. 



K. OF 0. PHEPARE TO 


(Continued From Page One,) 


The damage In the building and 
furnishings was greater from smoke 
and water, however, than that 
caused by flames. 

Koltomkl Makes' Inspection, 

Fire Chief Alfred H, KoUonskI, 
who made a thorough Inspection of 
Che clubhouse, with club officers, as 
•oon as the fire was under control* 
set the damage at flMOO. He eg* 
pressed the belief that the Are 
started In a small rubbish pile, be* 
neath the front entrance to the build* 
lug, reaching partitions befpre being 
die co vered. 

The clubhouse }• of old-style con¬ 
struction, lacking fire stops* This 
accounted for the rapid spread of 
the flames* Kollonakl pointed out 
dob members lent assistance to 
the firemen in spreading tarpaulins 
over pool tablet and other furnish¬ 
ing*. This lessened the damage. 
The smoke, at times* roiled over 
the street in such dense clouds that 
over-curious spectators whs ap¬ 
proached too near the burning build¬ 
ing wars obliged lo retreat 
Seven officers directed traffic, de¬ 
touring vehicles via Weal and State 
streets. ‘ | > 

Chief of Police William P. Pox de- 
Ullod patrolmen to the atone •> aoon 
m word of the Are reached head* 
qnartara. 



E 


Trustees Await Fire' Loss 
Appraisal Before Decid¬ 
ing Upon Plans. 


The task of rebuilding the three- 
Story clubhouse of Rutland council, 
Knights nf Columbus, at 21 Mer¬ 
chant* flow, which was badly dam¬ 
aged by fire late Wednesday after¬ 
noon, will be started as soon as tho 
appraisal of the lota It completed. 
This was slated yeterday by At- 
lortiey iimi’i l\ Lvamy, president 
of, thft Knights <if Columbus Build¬ 
ing association. The damage was 
confined principally to the front of 
the building, the loss having been 
estimated at IlG.OOO, 

Leamy said that the building will 
continue to be used, except for tbe 
part where the flames razed. At a 
meeting of the board of trustees of 
the organization, held yesterday 
morning, tho following mon met 
with Insurance representatives: Kd« 
ward L. Burke, J^qu g, HoblUtrda 
Dr. Francis K Quigley and John Rub 
i 11 van. U was decided to have the 
| building examined by disinterested 
parties, appointed by both tho 
trustees and the Insurance agents. 

The appraisal probably will be 
made today,* The board of trustees 
will then meet again and decide 
what work is Jo be done and who 
will be engaged to do It. 

Members of the organisation said 
yesterday that some of the leather 
furniture was wet after the fire, but 
tbit most of R bad been protected 
from any heavy damage by The tar¬ 
paulins that were spread. The furni¬ 
ture In the card room was damaged 
more than that in any other part of 
the building. 

The water which partially Hood¬ 
ed the cellar of the building wa* 
drafted put yesterday. 
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Grass Fire, Three 
Other Alarms Keep 
Firemen on Jump 


HANGAR AT AIRPORT 
SWEPT Bl FLAMES 


Five Calls Keep 
Firemen on Jump 
During Week-end 


A grass fire on Columbian avonue 
which threatened nearby building* 
and three other alarm*, two result* 
In* from overheated chimney*, kept 
firemen busy yesterday. 

At 11.15 o’clock the flre-flghttng 
apparatus answered an alarm from 
Box 51. A defective chimney In the 
house at 80 Franklin street had lg- 
nlted the partition between the din¬ 
ing room and parlor In the upstairs 
tenement of Alfredo Dilltoao. Tht 
flames had spread Into the attic by 
the time the flreroen arrived. 

A stream from the booster line 
Anally quenched tho blaxe. Damage, 
confined principally to the wall and 
attic floor, was estimated at $200 by 
Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonskl. 

Steam oscapb g from a safety 
valve on an over, oatod boiler In tho 
basement of the residence of Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward De LaPena, Jr.. Ill 
Grove street, was responsible for tho 
first summons. When the firemen ar¬ 
rived at 10.05 they found the lower 
part of the house filled with steam. 
They shut off the water Inlet and 
drained the reservoir. There was no 
damage. 

Shortly after noon a tolephone call 
summoned the * trucks to Columbian 
avenue where a grass fire on a 
vacant plot of land near the eastern 
extremity of the street was threaten¬ 
ing nearby buildings. Brooms were 
used to beat out the flames In the 
grass and brush. 

At 11.45 o'clock last night firemen 
were sumfnoned to the home of 
Charles H. Young. 184 Creacent 
street after smoke from a defective 
chimney awoka the family. There 
was no damage. 



Blazing Tar Sets 
Fire in Cooler of 
New Beer Storage 

Tank of Adhesive Boils Over 
Into Blame in P. E. Bove 
Building:; Damage Small. 


Damage of several hundred did- i 
Urs was done at 3 o’clock ye*ter -1 
day afternoon to the beer storage 
plant being built on Pine street by I 
Perry E. Bove. distributor, wh>n a 
vat of tar boiled over and esnght i 
fire inside the partly complied 
cooler room. 

It was one of the most difficult , I 
fires the Kutland department h.ut 
faced for some lime. Tho coder 1*1 
room had but one opening, s door ‘ 
about three feet wide. Tlu» tar w is i 
used to cement cork Insulation be¬ 
tween tho floor Joints and when the 
adhesive caught fire, the cork i io 
was burned, throwing off a dense, f 
chocking smoke. 

Two new pieces of equipment w 
were used to advantage. Kmoce 
masks attached to fresh air pump* 
enabled the men to penetrate the 
smoke with hosn lines while a SbO- 
j watt flood light, operated from a 
portable gasoline generator, Illumin¬ 
ated the llghtlcia cooler room. 

Plaster board, sink and spun glim 
Insulating material blocked »he 
fire’s spread Into other parts of the 
huge new structure. However, be¬ 
cause of the saturation of the cora j 
with the molten tar. the blaze of¬ 
fered stubborn resistance to the' 
firemen’s efforts. It was nearly a • 
half hour before all flames and 
'sparks were thoroughly extinguish -1 



Grass Fire Spreads to Hay 
Stored in Steel Build¬ 
ing on Creek Road. 

More than 100 bales of hay, valued 
at about $100, were destroyed yes¬ 
terday afternoon In tho hangar of 
the Creek Rond airport when flames 
spread from a neat by grass fii » and 
ate their way Inside* the steel struc¬ 
ture so rapidly that only throe halos 
wore left unspoiled by tho time the 
firemen mastered the blaze. The hay 
was owned by II. J. Calkins of Creek 
mad. The building was damaged by 
the Intense hem. 

Mrs. Clifford Hlehardson. neighbor 
of Calkins, discovered ihe Itro and 
telephoned Ihe fire department at 4.17 
o rlock. Ai that time a large portion 
of the hay was l»i flames. Firemen 
user! three lines (torn a pump engine 
lo battle the flames. The tight all- 
steel structure made fire fishing ex 
tremely difficult. Captain I Ralph 
Beane said last night. 

The hay had to be wet do_ 
men said, beforo any atteinpj 
bo made to save portions of I] 
after some of the flaming bnl 
quenched still more tire thri 
from hales which were , 
beneath. Firemen worked fo| 
two hours before tho fire wa com¬ 
pet'd/ under control. 

Calkins said last night that he 
arrived at the scene after tho fire¬ 
men hid the flsmes under control. 
Three hales of hay were left unspoil¬ 
ed. he said. 

The city hss a claim amounting to 
about $1400 upon the hangar atid the 
properly upon which It stands be- 
cauao of unpaid taxes. Con liable 
John J. Carbine, acting as an agent 
of the city, has advertised the prop¬ 
erty for sole on Morrh 25 at 2 c clock 
In Ihe afternoon to satisfy it t tax 
levy. 

At 4 30 o'clock, while firemen wore 
still at the Creek road lire, a f! oded 
oil burner at the Communltj hos¬ 
pital on West street resulted In a 
call for other members of the d part- 
meat. Damage was slight on Hi sec¬ 
ond call and firemen were ha k it 
tho station at 4.45 o'clock. 





South street where flames in a 
woodsh<*d early yesterday morning 
threatened the entire residence, kept 
the firemen busy during the week¬ 
end. 

Tho latter blaze, In the upstairs 
tenement of Mrs. Msrgaret Ward, 
originated In a wooden reccptabte for 
ashes standing In a corner of a shed 
at the rear of tho dwelling. 

Flames from the woodeti box, be¬ 
lieved to have been Ignited by live 
coals, had apread to tho adjoining 
walls of ihe shed before a member 
of the family, awakened by the 
smoke, rushed from tho house and 
•ent an alarm from box 64. 

The firemen worked for nearly an 
hour with a stream from a "booster" 
line before the blaze was subdued. 
Damage was confined principally to 
sheathing In the shed. Wallpaper In 
thoi kitchen also was scorched by 
teat. 

lo second summons yesterday, 
larm from box 74 ehortly before 
Clock In the morning, was to the 
lence of Albert R. Decker. 204 
Jihlan avenue, where a chimney 
burning out. The smouldering 
soot wei wet down with a stream 
front a garden hose. There waa no 
damage. 

A telephone call from a patron of 
the Vermont hotel on Wales street, 
who mistook the reflection of a heat¬ 
er in an adjoining room for flames, 
resulted In the first needless sum- 
mon« of the year. The call wa* re¬ 
ceived at 5.10 o’clock Saturday after¬ 
noon. 

Approximately two hours later the 
depanraent was summoned to 82 
Unc< In avenue, tho home of Burton 
F. 8 pith, where oil had escaped 
from a flooded heater In a private 
garol e. There was no fire. 

A i mall fire In the floor of a down- 
stain room at the residence of Mrs. 
Mary I A Murray. 33 Williams etreet, 
caust fl by a short circuit In the wir¬ 
ing a ratem, was extinguished by the 
Arcnain at 8.50 o’clock Saturday 
night The faulty wires were remov¬ 
ed af a precaution against a recur¬ 
rence of the fire. There waa little 
damage. 
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H. SHAMBEAU HOME 
DAMAGED BY FIRE 


A partition fire In the tenement of 
Hazen D. Sharobeaup, 9 Pine street, 
waa extinguished early yesterday 
morning by Rutland firemen* The 
blaze Is believed to have been caus¬ 
ed by sparks that escaped from an 
improper fitting of a stovepipe Into* 
a chimney outlet In the dining room. 

The fire waa confined to the wall 
between tho dining room and bath¬ 
room. It wbb necessary to rip away 
a large section of the lath work to 
quench the blsze with a stream from 
a booster line. 

Furniture In the Shambetu tene¬ 
ment and In the upstairs apartment, 
occupied by Wsyno Crossman, waa 
slightly damaged by smoke. The 
building Is owned by Mrs. Georgian* 
Poore. 
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LOSS IN CONNOLLY 
FIRE SET AT $150 

Damage' of 1150 were estimated 
last night by Fire Chief A 11. Kol¬ 
tonskl at a reault of The fire which 
threatened the Connolly block at 71 
Wale* street early yesterday morn¬ 
ing Hot ashes |n the cellar of the 
hdlldlng caused the fire, Koltonskl 
said. Most of the damage was due to 
ertiokc. The fire was discovered by 
Police Officer Quincy M. Baker 
Firemen yesterday answered two 
calls to put nut chimney fires The 
first call ratne at 10.34 o’clock In 
the morning, when a blaze was re¬ 
ported at 6X Woodstock avenue The 
sornnd sunk »ons arrives from 86 
Fhrest street at 7 45 o’clm k last 
night. 


ed. 


The fire started when a large v*t 
of tho tar adhesive which was be- 
ing heated over a gasoline torch 
flame boiled over Into the blaze. 
Presently the flames spread to the 
tor In tho vat and to that on the 
Door. 
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REYNOLDS HOME 
DAMAGED BY FIRE 


A nnr room In the tourist home 
of Mrs. Elizabeth 0. Reynolds of 48 
North Main street was badly scorch¬ 
ed at 10 o'clock last night when an 
oil burner there flared up, spread¬ 
ing a blaze to the bearer-board walls 
of tho room and threatening the 
entire house, according to Rutland 
fl roman. 

Slight damage resulted to the be¬ 
longings of Mary Bush, a maid em¬ 
ployed In the Reynolds residence. 
The blase was eztlngulshed with a 
stream from a booster-line, attach¬ 
ed to one of the two tracks which 
answered the call turned In by Mrs. 
Reynolds. 


FIREMEN SQUELCH 
3 SUNDAY BLAZES 


Only a small amount of damage re¬ 
sulted from three Arcs which Rut¬ 
land Bremen were called upon to ex¬ 
tinguish yesterday. The alarms re¬ 
sulted from a burning mattress, hot 
ashes In a wooden container, and a 
clogged flue. 

The mattress Are, at the home of 
John Calvano at 42 Meadow street, 
was the source of a box alarm yes¬ 
terday afternoon. The Aremen threw 
the burning bedding out a window 
and aquelched (he flames with a pony 
extinguisher. There was no damage 
to the house, except from smoke. 

The hot ashes were In a wooden 
hog on the rear porch of a residence 
at 118 Forest street. No damage re. 
suited. Tho chimney Are was at J30 
State atreet. 


Fire Department 
Gets Three Calls 
During Week-end 

Boiling Tar, Stopped Chimneys 
and Blazing Auto Radiator 
Alcohol Art Causes. 


The flremen answered three calls 
over the week-end. Smoke, Issuing 
from a pot of boiling tar and from 
a clogged chimney, was responsible 
for two of them, while the other re¬ 
sulted from the Ignition of alcohol 
beneath the hood of an automobile. 

The anti freeze solution which had 
boiled out of a radiator of an auto¬ 
mobile and flared up when It came 
In contact with the engine block 
was the origin of the flrst summons 
at 7.30 o'clock Saturday morning 
to the corner of Strongs avenue and 
Wales street. Tho Inflammable 
liquid burned Itaelf out, doing no 
damage, according to flremen. who 
said that the car Is owned by 
Charles J. Dansreau of rranklln 
atreet. 

The second trip was to 79 North 
street at 2.15 o'clock Saturday after¬ 
noon. Tho firefighters were called 
by neighbors of Irving H. Baker, 
who became alarmed when they 
noticed a cloud of black smoke roll¬ 
ing out of an open door In a shed 
at the rear 0t the residence. In¬ 
vestigation disclosed that tar, to be 
used In repaving the roof of the 
structure, wai the source of tho 
dense smoke.* It was being heated 
tn a contalnetmtop a small stove. 

A maladjusftd damper In a chim¬ 
ney at the horn© of Robert C. Boyn¬ 
ton on Orove^atreet. which caused 
smoke to pour Into the house 
through the flreplaco opening, result¬ 
ed In s call being made to the 


New Year Brings 
Rush of Business 
For City Firemen 

Rutland Department Answers 
Seven Calls in 13 Hours; 

Damn re Is Slight. 

Montbers of the Rutland Are de¬ 
partment ushered In tho new year i 
with a spurt of activity, answering 
four telephone and three box 
alarms within 13 hours. Tho total 
damago caused by tho An-a was 
small. • 

Of the seven calls, five were for 
chimney biases. .. The remaining 
two were for an overheated Arc- 
place at tho home of Freeman Pluo 
at the corner of Oak and Holly 
streets, and a Are resulting from a 
Yhori circuit in tho wiring of an 
Vutomobllo owned by Alderman 
Huymond R. Beane. 

Tho chimney Area were at 115 
Maplo atreet, 128 Strongs avenue. 01 
Franklin atreet, 144 Stale atreot, 
and 6 Klaaano place. 

While ono g oup of flremen was 
extinguishing a chimney blaze on 
Franklin atreet at 2.08 o'clock Satur¬ 
day afternoon another group wna 
called to put out a similar Are M t 
| 144 State street. 
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BLAZE THREATEBS 









Guardsmen Discover Fire 
in Janitor's Locker in 
Boiler-Room. 


A serious Are threatened for a 
short time the Memorial armory. 
West street, last night when a Jan- 
ltor'a locker In the boiler room, 
which Is adjacent to the armory coal 
bin, caught Are Just after 40 men of 
Headquarters- company. 172d In- 
fantry, had completed drill for the 

Three privates. Pascal Rosa, Wil¬ 
liam Shoro and John Viugllano 
nmolled smoke as they passed 
through the lobby while leaving *he 
building. They notified the fire de 
pari menl Immediately and raced 
down to the baaeinent where they at¬ 
tempted with pall of water to item 
the blaze, which had spread to the 
coal bln partition. 

Smoke filled the halli of the 
and poured out of the open 
on Weal atreet. attracting 
.lion of pasaeraby and 
,ng realdenta. Rutland flre- 
Jer the direction of Chief 
[. Koltonaki and Capt. Frank 
rd, extinguished the blaze 
.... ...jams from a booster-tank. 
MaJ. Charles K. Novak, building 
custodian, estimated damage at 
about $50 and added that a year's 
supply of coal was stored In the bln 
Juat back of the partition, which was 
badly horned. A pair of overalls 
and an4 old coat hanging In the 
locker were destroyed. 
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El USES MO 
LOSS IT SODA SPA 

j I 

Flames, Starting in Kit¬ 
chen, Sweep Through 
Rear of Building. 

Valuable property In tbe heart of 
the.bualneea district Was threatened 
by Hr# early yeaterday morning 
when flames broke In! the kitchen of 
the Rutland Soda Spa. a restaurant, 
located on the ground floor of the 
Fenn block at 15 Center ati^eL 
Firemen fought tbe flamce for 
more than an hour with three 
streams of water, confining U large¬ 
ly to the partition* In the rear of 
the reataurant and preventing aerl- 
out damage to adjoining buildings 
The total loee waa estimated by 
Fire Chief Alfred Koltonaki at 
$2500. Both the building and con 
lent* were Inaured. 

Chief Koltonaki and Capt. Francis 
H Seward conducted an Investiga¬ 
tion to learn tbe cause of the Mre 
and tbe former atatedilast night that 
be waa convinced It jwaa due to an 
overheated stoveplpi I attached to 
the kitchen range, which waa n 
close proximity to a 1 wooden parti 

^^he fire was discovered about $ 20 
O'clock by John H. Mead of Strong. 
Svenue. a window cleaner. who went 
to the restaurant to carry out his du¬ 
ties. An alarm waa Itrimedlately aont 
out for the •»«"> nrf-tUbUn, force 
and all available apparatus. 

A lively blaze Fba ahootlng 
through the partitions tn *>TW «t 
(he reataurant by tho time thM U» 
department arrlred. It te.tbe belief of 
the firemen that the 
•mouldering for aome 
finally hurat Into fUmea and was 
discovered. 

The restaurant forqe had not yet 
reported for duty, bvit the kitchen 
i had been occupied until a late hour 
the previous night. 

Confined To Partition. 

The fire waa a difficult f ooe with 
which to cope because of lt« location 
within the partition!. The ^en were 
obliged to tear away [panels of the 
steel celling In the kitchen and to 
cut Into partitions bn the floors 
above to get water to the seat of the 

^Thousand. of gallon. of water 
were poured Into the {burning struc¬ 
ture before the "out" signal waa 
blown about 7.50 o'clock. 

The flames raced through, the par¬ 
titions to the roof of the three-atory 
brick building but did not 
through It. Smoke poured Into the 
vacant rooms directly’, over the Soda 
Spa. formerly occupied by the Ori¬ 
ental restaurant, and , into an unoc- 
copied apartment on the third floor 
of the building. , ... 

Considerable smoke also found 1U 
way into the tailor ahop of Bdwerd 
VI Farrell on the second floor of the 
T. H. Lalor block, adjoining the 
Fenn building on the eaet. The Wolk 
Style shop, located on the ground 
floor of the Lalor biock, wee not 

damaged. I 

A fire wall prevented flames and 
smoke from finding (heir way Into 
the Tuttle building, [adjoining the 
seen* of the fire on to« w «t. 

The Bode Spe wae I closed yeater- 
day pending tbe errlril of Insurance 

W *The Soda Spa enteiled bankruptcy 
tn December. HJ8. 1° t* 5 *' 

betlness wae reorganised and It has 
since been operated under the man¬ 
agement of Con»unt^»a 0. Boretoe 
pf Royce etreet. principal owner. 
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PUCCI HOI 
DAMAGED BY FI 


Over-Heated Pipe Ignites 
Wooden Chute During 
Absence of Family. 

Flames shot through a cold air 
register in the living-room of the 
John Fucci residence at 205 Muss* y 
street at the supper hour last night 
and partly destroyed the room and 
furniture in it before firemen got the 
blase under control. An over-heated 
furnace-pipe which ignited the wood 
frame cold air circulator immediately 
above it was believed to have caus¬ 
ed the blaze, according to Fire Chief 
Alfred H. KoltonskL 

Neither Fucci nor his wife and 
four-year-old daughter wore home 
when the blaze was discovered by 
Adolphus Barrett of 212 Mussey 
street, whose home faces the Fucci 
residence. Barrett immediately 
phoned the Are department and 
Joseph Bclden, 18. >ho was with 
Barrett at the time turned in a gen¬ 
eral alarm. 

Mrs. Fucci stated that she and her 
daughter were at the home of her 
mother. Mrs. Victor Forcler at 214 
Mussey street and that her husband, 
an employe of the Howe Scale wot is 
wuf bowling at Dunn's Alleys on 
Wales street She said she did not 
know her home was afire until sum¬ 
moned by neighbors. 

Firemen from both stations attack¬ 
ed the blaze from cellar and living- 
room with lines from booster tanks, 
using axes to hack their way into the 
blazing house. The Are was ex¬ 
tinguished within 20 minutes and 
Aremen devoted their times to pull¬ 
ing down the charred partitions 
around the register and blackened 
portions of the ceiling reached by 
the towering flames. 

No accurate estimate of the dam¬ 
age could be made last night Mrs, 
Fucci stated that the Ave-room house 
was insured. Considerable smoke 
damage resulted apart from the de 
struct Aon of the living-room floor, 
furniture and a radio standing near 
the register. 


Car Fire in Business 

Area Ties Up Traffic 








All of Rutland's flre-AghtIng ap¬ 
paratus wes called out at 2:18 o’clock 
Saturday afternoon, during the 
height of the ahopplng rush, to ex¬ 
tinguish a fife in an automobile at 
the corner of West and Edson streets 
The blaze, which according to 
Deputy Fire Chief Ralph Bean was 
caused when inflammable anti-freeze 
solution dropped from a broken 
radiator hose onto the hot motor, 
was quickly extinguished, although 
traffic in the vicinity was tied up for 
wveral minutes by the incident The 
dr was reported to be a sedan own¬ 
ed by the Elmore Motors compeny, 

% of Brandon. 

Other week-end calls Included a 
Axe ki a garage owned by District 
Highway Commissioner Earl Welch, 
at 44 Woodstock avenue, which was 
rep o r ted et 12:15 p ra yesterday 
afternoon. A basket of kindling near 
a stove In the building became Ig¬ 
nited. TVre was no damage. The de¬ 
partment Vas called to 24 Stratton 
Road at 11:90 a. m. Saturday, to ex¬ 
tinguish a Are In a pile of material 
left oq top of the furnace at the res¬ 
idence of A. H. Sanford. The Aemet 
were put out with pails of water. A 
chimney Are at 50 Morse place, at 
8:40 p, m. Saturday, was extinguished 
with no damage. A thermostat alemr 
at the Burditt block on Evelyn street 
w«o answered at 7:20 a. m. yesterday. 
The breaking of a frozen line in the 
sprinkler system caused the alarm. 


MARCH 19, 1938 


Loss $3000 

In Store Fire 


Flames Sweep Storeroom of Me* 
Dcvitt Brother* Grocery on 
Baxter Street. 


Fire of undetermined origin, which 
had its Inception In a small storeroom 
at the rear of the one-story structure, 
early yesterday morning did damage 
estimated at between 13000 and 94000 
to the stock, fixtures and interior of 
the McDevitt Brothers grocery store ( 
at 131 Baxter atreet. 

The loss, caused principally by heat I 
and smoke, is partially covered by In- | 
surance, according to Matthew E. 
McDevitt, one of the proprietors. 

A force of 14 men from the down- I 
town station, augmented by six call I 
Aremen, worked for an hour and a 
half with two booster pumps and a 
stream from a line of inch and a half | 
hose before subduing the blaze. 

Engines one and three, in response I 
to a telephone call from Mrs. John E. 
Bostrom. jr., of PrevIUe aypnue, 
whose attention was attracted by 
flames darting from windows at the | 
rear of the frame building, arrived 
on the scene at 5:05 o'clock. An I 
alarm from Box 117 was turned In a 
• few minutes later. 

The men who gained entrance to 
the smoke-choked store by forcing 
both front and rear doors, found the 
storeroom a mats of flames. They 
gradually brought the Are under con¬ 
trol so that It did not escape through 
an open door Into the main part of 
the establishment. 

Terrific Heat 
Heat from the blaze, which was 
confined to the gutted stock room, 
completely ruined the groceries and 
provisions In the store proper. It 
was so intense that it blistered the 

C dnt on the walls and ceiling of the 
rge room, withered the labels on 
the entire atock of canned goods, 
melted electric light bulba in the 
fixtures and cracked the plate glass 
show windows. 

The basement of the store, in which 
were housed two delivery trucks, a 
large supply of sacked potatoes and a 
50-gallon tank of kerosene, was un¬ 
touched by either the Are or water. 
Neither the furnace nor an electric 
refrigeration pump, alio located In 
the basement, was damaged. 

Matthew McDevitt, who lives only 
two houses north of the store, was 
oblivious of the fire until notified by 
a telephone operator who was seek¬ 
ing to trace the cause of a phone sig* 
nal being received from an instnA 
ment In thfc establishment which Are- 
men believe was damaged by the In- [ 
t£ae heat 

Relieving it was a robbery, she was 
making ready to call police head¬ 
quarters when the message from Mrs. 
Bostrom was put through to the Are 
station. 1 


Gay Street Home of 
Charles Furness Is 
Damaged by Flames 

1 • 

hire in Stove Believed to Be 
Source of Blaze Which Began 
During Family’* Absence. ’ 

• • 

Fire believed caueed by in over- 
heated kitchen range early Saturday 
night gutted the one and ahalfstofy 
frame dwelling house of Charles Fur¬ 
ness on Gay street and destroyed 
moat of Its furnishings. An estimate 
of the loss, part of which Is cov er e d 
by Insurance, could not be ascer¬ 
tained last night ' fl 

The flames were licking through 
the rooms on * the ground floor of the 
wooden building and had found their 
way up through the celling to the 
second floor when two engines from 
I the central station a rived on the 
scene about 8 o’clock ri response to 
a telephone summons. A stream 
from a single line of hose quenched 
1 the blaze. 

The Are was discovered by a mem- 
| ber of the Furness family, who was 
visiting at the home of a nearby 
neighbor. Observing that the flames 
were beyond control, he ran to the 
office of the Tire Clay company tad 
I phoned the Are department Furness 
told Chief Alfred H. KoltotuW that 
he had kindled a fire In the kitchen 
stove a short while before he and 
his family left the house. ‘ » 1 . 

A chimney fire at the home of I 
Frank LaJoie. 2A7 West street was 
extinguished about 10 o'clock yester¬ 
day morning by the Aremen. Dam- 
| age was alight 
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Fruit Company Trucks 
Damaged By Flames at 
Spruce St. Warehouse 

Tool Shed on Granger Street 
Bums to Ground in Another 
Week-end Blaze. 


Fire of undetermined origin, which 
had its inception in a pile of straw 
in the -car of a large motor truck 
owned 'y the K. A A. Fruit company, 
Saturday afternoon burned the wood¬ 
en framework rack of the vehicle be¬ 
fore it was extinguished by the Arc- 
men with streams from booster lines. 
The blaze also blistered the paint on 
another truck parked nearby and 
scorched the walls of the warehouse 
I on Spruce street, in which both ve¬ 
hicles were housed. Damage was not 
extensive. Deputy Chief Ralph R. 
Dean said. 

The Aremen also answered an alarm 
from Box 65 about 12 30 o’clock yes¬ 
terday morning, when a small tool 
1 shed at the rear of the home of Ralph 
Ciementi, 182 Granger street, was 
burned to the ground The men play¬ 
ed a stream from o booster line on 
the flaming structure but the Are was 
so far advanced that the building 
could not be saved. 

Slight damage resulted from an¬ 
other Are which occurred about 9:20 
o’clock Saturday morning at the resi¬ 
dence if Samuel F. Bradford at 79 
North s.rcet Deputy Chief Bean said 
1 the blaze originated in a bunch of 
newspapers in a coal hod.' Into which 
a member of the household tossed a 
lighted match. The flames scorched 
a wall in the kitchen. 
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Damage in 1937 Amounts 
to $6000 on 326 Alarms, 
or 34 Cents Per Capita. 


Rutland's Are loss fur 1337 was 
only 34^ cents per capita, estimating 
the city's population at 17.500, It waa 
learned*last night from Chief Alfred 
H. Koltonskl of the flre department. 

Although statewide figure* Cor the 
year Juat closed are not yet avail- 
able, Koltonskl pointed to the fact 
that the per capita loss in Vermont 
for 1935 was 93.9G and for the United 
States as a whole, 92 05. 

Koltonskl also called attention to 
the fact that the 1937 loa* or about 
96000, With a total of 325 alarms, .was 
the smallest In the city since 1906, 
when the department waa called out 
to cope with only 47 Area. 

The largest loss during 1937 was 
Incurred In the Are which damaged 
tho Dlztaro atyro on Granger atreet 
In January. Insurance paid as result 
of this blase amounted to 92285, on 
building and slock. 

Thera have been 13 years since 
1905 la! which the total Are loss In 
Rutland waa under $23,000. 

The heaviest Are damage In any 
year In decent times wai experienced 
during $906 when the loss, reckoned 
on tnsgranoe paid, was I260.562L 
Most of thla resulted from the Are 
at the Mead building corner, Center 
street and Merchant* Row. 

.Thera also wan e loss of 9193.548 
In 1924 daring' which the Lincoln 
Iron works. Dene school and Method- 
^J#t Church Area occurred. 


7/2. t/ 

Fire of Unknown Origin 
Causes Damage of $200 
To Gcno Avenue Garage 

Children Discover Flames in 
Unoccupied Two-Car Build¬ 
ing; Put Out Quickly. 

An unoccupied two-car garoge 
owned by Frederick C. Pockette of 
12 Geno avenue was almost com¬ 
pletely destroyed by fire shortly be¬ 
fore noon yesterday. Cause of the 
blaze, whic i did damage estimated 
by Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonskl at 
approximately |200, was undetermin¬ 
ed. 


Kvery piece of fire-fighting appar¬ 
atus from the downtown station was 
called to the blaze. Engines 1 and 3 
answering a telephone call received 
at 11:10 and the other two trucks re¬ 
sponding to an alarm from Box 73 
four minutes later. 

The interior of the frame structure 
and a pile of used lumber were bad¬ 
ly charred by the flames. The fire 
was extinguished by streams from a 
■ingle line of hose and a “booster" 
tank. 

A child of the Pockettes, playing 
In the front yard, discovered the 
fire in the garage. He ran Into the 
house and notified his mother. AfteT 
a glance at the flames shooting out 
the door and windows in the build¬ 
ing. Mrs. Pockette hurriedly phoned 
the department 




FEBRUARY 25,1938. 

Fire Causes 
$200 Loss 


Conway Home Threatened as | 
Flames Sweep Bedroom on j 
Upper Floor. 

Fire of undetermined origin yes- 
I terday afternoon gtitted an upstairs j j 
bedroom jn the residence of William I 
E. Conway of 6 Cleveland avenue. 1 
Damage estimated by Conway at al- I 
most $200 resulted from the 4>lazc II 
Ruined articles Included furniture. I 
pictures, bedding and personal pos- 1 
sessions of his son, John Conwsy and j 
his wile. 

Only the presence of mind of the I 
elder Conway, who discovered the !j 
blaze and promptly slammed the I 
door of the blazing room shut, pro- j 
vented the fire from spreading j 
through the two-story house, Capt. 1 
Frank Seward stated last night. 

The condition of the room and | 
statements made by fire depaitment 
officials Indicated the blaze might I 
have started in a bureau drav/er In 
the ropm. Apparently It had gathered 
some headway in the room and 
I spread to the walls before It was j 
discovered by Conway who smelled | 
the »moke as it seeped down the 
stairway of the house." I 

With Conway at the time, were his I 
wife, his son. John, and his wifi, and 
a younger son. Charles. 12, who turn- | 
ed in an alarm at the corner of , 
State street and Cleveland avenue. 
The boy directed firemen to the 
scene of the blaze. * 

A daughter. Vivian Conway, staled 
she saw smoke and flame* in the up¬ 
per window of the house, as she was 
returning home from a visit with a 
neighbor. By that* time, however, the 
alarm had been turned in. 

The blaze was quickly extinguished 
by firemen with streams from two 
hoae lines, too late, however, to pre¬ 
vent the destruction of everything In 
the room but a mattress on the bed. 
Walls and ceiling were badly charred 
and flames spread to the ceiling of 
an ante-room adjacent to the bed¬ 
room. 

Conwa^r slated that he carried no 
insurance, cither for the furniture in 
the room or the personal possessions 
1 lost by hii son and wife. 




JULY 12, 1938 

Firemen Called Twice 
In Same Day to Attic 
Fires on Same Street 

Chief Blaze, Thought Set by 
Child, Endangers Home of 
Three Families. 


The attic of a three-family house 
at 14 Church street late yesterday 
afternoon was partly destroyed 
when, fire officials believe, rubbish 
In the room was set ablaze by a child 
playing there. Damage was estimat¬ 
ed at $50. Firemen answered anoth- * 
er attic fire call on the same street 
earlier In the day. 

According to Mrs. Gertrude Jas- 
min. an occupant of the 10-room 
house, her five-year-old girl. Jean, 
was playing in the attic when flame 
spurted from a pile of old rags and 
the girl ran downstairs to the street 

The fire was seen also by Hsrold 
Colley, an occupant of the house, 
who turned in a general alarm at 
the comer of Church and Williams 
street 

Firemen fought the blaze from the 
front and side of the house. A boost¬ 
er line was brought to the rear of 
the attic and the blaze quenched 
within 10 minutes. Another party of 
firemen broke Into the front window 
of the attic. The burning rubbish 
was thrown onto the back lawn. 

Members of the Coltey. Jasmin 
and LaPoint families were in the 
house at the time, as well as Lewis 
R. Staves, a boarder. 

A similar attic blaze earlier in the 
day was extinguished at 113 Church 
street, the home of William J. 
Moreau, a plumber. Moreau was 
stripping paint from the side of the 
house with a blow torch. The pslnt 
caught fire just under the eaves and 
quickly spread into the attic inside 
the house. The blaze was quenched 
with aeveral pails of water and a 
Stream from a booster line. Little 
damage resulted. 
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5 ESCAPE DEATH 
IAS FLAMES RAZE 
N.CLARENDONHOME 


| Unidentified Boston Men 
Arouse Sleeping Occu¬ 
pants of Burning House. 


FURNITURE LOST 


I House. Owned by Mrs. Col¬ 
ton, Destroyed With 
Loss of S5000. 


Five persons wrre aav#-d from 
| a hat would have* been a horrible 
Meath nbor11 y before midnight la»t 
night by ihe heroic action and quick 
thinking of four unidentified youths 
aald by onlooker* to come from Boa 
ion, who law flames licking through 
1 the roof pf the 10 room houie owned 
by Mri.| Marcia Colton of North 
Clarendd 
In ths 
tUU'ii to| 
fire men 
ion, Mr.l 
and the! 

Hoie, and 

daughter 
ploy© of 
Rutland. 

The lloiton men, who discovered 
the fire jai they were driving by. 
roused »■. Colton who lay 111 and 
rully-dreafccd In the front room of the 
house aiAl then raced to the sun- 
parlor at The rear of the Colton home 
and wak4d Mention, hla^ wife and 
I daughter ind the Walker girl. T>e 
I entire hoi ebofd fled through a rasm 
of amoke ind flames to safety. 

The ri cuera left before their 
names rd Id be learned. 

The hi lae was burned to the 
ground a I with It were destroyed 
all of the ccupanls* belongings. Mra. 
Leon Kill In. a niece of Mra. Colton, 
said thatftraluable antiques. Includ¬ 
ing furnl 


Ihouae. which was quickly 
flic ground before Rutland I 
fluid arrive, were Mrs. Col- 
jmd Mrs. William Mention 
Infant daughter. Mary 
Norma Walker, 10-year-old 
of Fred Walker, an ent¬ 
itle Howe Scale works of 


driven ou 
fore the 
Scant!! 

aware 


re t silver and ruga, be¬ 
longing M rs. Colton were destroy¬ 
ed. A carfbelonglng to Walker was 
of the two-car garage be- 
lames got to It. _ 

raised and not fulfy- 
narfow escape they had 


Mly Hr 
of tile 


DECEMBER 26, 1938. 

Fire Levels 
Canty’s Inn 

Wayside Tearoom on Mcndon 
Road Destroyed in Early- 
Morning Blaze; Family Flees. 


(8peclal to The HersJd.) 

MENDON, Dec. 25.-Canty§ Way¬ 
side inn, two miles below the Long 
Trail lodge on the Mendon road to 
the mountain top, burned to the 
ground before daylight this morning. 
Residents estimated lota at above 
13000. The owner, William Cabty, 
with hit family, is wintering In Flor¬ 
ida. 

Caretaker Delbert Lapoint and 
family, Mra. Laoolnt and their five 
children, were . v/akened by the fire 
just after 4 o'clock in time to tele¬ 
phone the Rutland firemen for help 
before they had to flee. 

There was no available water tup- 
ply to combqt the blaze, and firemen 
saved the booster tank to protect the 
cabins used in conjunction with the 
Wayside Inn in summertime, located 
across the highway. 

Because the Are affected telephone 
and electric wires attached to the 
inn. a wooden structure one and one- 
half stories in height, the village of 
Mendon was without electric lights 
until midmomlng, and several tele¬ 
phone lines were out of order. 

After the Lapoints had fled the 
burning building, a man delivering 
New York Sunday papers came 
along on his route over the moun¬ 
tain, believed the residents to be still 
in the house snd summoned Benja¬ 
min Harrison, a neighbor, to the 
scene to offer aid. 

Lapoint told Bremen he believed 
the Are caught into the partition 
around a stovepipe. The Lapoints 
had returned home at midnight for 
the night and had built a hot Are 
at that time. They suffered the loss 
of household goods. „ 

The piece was one of the earlier 
lunch retorts on the mounts in road 
and commanded a picturesque view 
of the Mendon valley. It was built 
about 18 years ago and had become 
a busy stopping place during the 
summer months. 






made. Mrs. Colton. Mr. and Mra. 

Merahon their baby and the Walker 
girl were taken across the road to 
the Timothy Cheedal residence, 

I where Mr. and Mrs. Merahon and the 
Walker girl will stay until they 
1 fln<l qu arters Mrs. Colton wbojii €7 
| years old said the house was fully 
insured ‘’he later went to the real* I 
| denre of her niece. Mrs. Killion. 

Walker, who was not at home 
I When the fire started, said that aTI 
of his possession* with the excep¬ 
tion of the car were destroyed. 

Protact Flah Horn*. 

Firemen devoted their time to pre- 
I venting flying sparks from Igniting 
the Jay Kioto residence which Is just 
I north of the Cotton home, a ware¬ 
house owned by Charles HpafTord 
and the 33-seat, one-room village 
srhoolhouse situated just back of the 
| Colton homo across an eight-foot 
brook. 

Several trees near the roadway 
| caught fire «■ the blase progressed, 
but the fires were rapidly extinguish- 
pm l with lines from a booster-tank. 

The Intense heat of the fire was felt books. I 
by the many spectator* who lined with her, 
the roadway across from the burning Rutla 
poiise and snow and tee around the run to ll 
porch w»»re melted ss parts of the night 
building f**iL L»L- 


Damage, estimated by Mrs. Colton 
at I3U0U resulted with the additional 
loss of her furniture, antlquea and 
personal belongings. Merahon. a 
piano-tuner, who returned recently 
from the South, said ail of his fain 
fly’s possessions were destroyed 
Mrs Colton said the firs might 
have been caused by an overheated 
chimney in the upper floor of the 
house. She said she attempted to go 
upstairs as she was being led out of 
the house by the Boston men, claim¬ 
ing she saw flickering lights above 
the stairs. The men would not per¬ 
mit her to do anything but take a 
smalt blafk box containing her bank- 
ursnee policies and deeds 

firemen, who made a fast 
fire, stood by after mid- 
thing lhe charred remains. 



FRIDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 9; 1938. 


Huge Cattle Barn 
Destroyed By Fire 

Damage, Running Into Thousands of Dollars, Caused as 
Blaze Destroys One Big Building and Four Adjoining 
Ones on Aldacc Newton’s Creek Road Farm. 

A monster barn and four adjoining buildings owned by Aldacc Newton 
I of Creek road, Clarendon, prominent cattle dealer, were destroyed late yes¬ 
terday afternoon by fire said to have originated from a short circuit in 
the wiring system. Oscar Fruit, foreman of the far n. whiio unable to make 
| a definite estimate suld the loss would be very heavy, running into many 
thousands of dollurs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Newton were In Burlington oil day yesterday and did 
not receive word of the fire until early lafci night when they were reached 
by phone in the Queen City. 

Pratt stated that 165 ton* of newf- 


hay besides valuable farming and 
milking machinery were lost In the 
flames which were discovered about 

I 4:45 o'clock. No livestock was in the 
building ft the time. 

Summoned by Mra. Pratt. 40 volun- 

I I • members of the Wallingford Are 
department confined the flames to the 
burning buildings by pouring water 

I from 2400 feet of hose on the rear 
of the Newton home which was bad- 

| ly scorched. 

The flames, which leaped high Into 
the air. attracted nearly 300 persons 
from a radius of 15 miles. According 
to Prutt the damage was partially 
covered by Insurance. 

Assistonce was given to the Wal¬ 
lingford Are fighters by members of 
the Rutland department who arrived 
at the scene about 6:15 o'clock last 
night. The 2400-foot hose line brought 
wulej from the creek through the 
agency of pumps. 

The Are was discovered by young 
Malcolm and Robert Pratt, sons of 
Oscar Pratt, while Ihcy were on their 
way tiv the pasture to bring In 200 
head of cattle. 

The boys notified their mother who 


in turned sounded the alarm. Pratt 
was In a cornfield a half mile dis¬ 
tant from the farm. The buildings 
hod been burning for nearly 10 min¬ 
utes before he noticed the flames 
shooting into the sky. 

The buildings were a mass of 
flames when the Wallingford volun¬ 
teers. headed by Chief James Ken¬ 
nedy, arrived. Realizing that the 
barn wus beyond saving, the men 
concentrated their efforts on saving 
the house which was less than 50 
feet from the blazing structures. 
Kennedy summoned Rutland firemen. 

The barn was used to stable the 
200 head of cattle. The adjoining 
buildings wore used for.storing hoy 
and farm machinery. 

Pratt stated that but for the quick 
work on the purt of the Walling¬ 
ford and Rutland fire fighters, the 
three-story wooden house would also 
have burned. 

While waiting for the firemen. 
Pratt worked with his two boys In 
saving tome of ihe heavier farming 
machinery. The fire burned until 
late last night. 



























































*^.1 *■* ,n lhe b “* mfnl of ‘he Carbine Clothlnr 

an 4 lhe adiototor Ouii'Ttv l *l? Cr5r * bon building. ahown above, 
ana me adjoining Outlet Trading Post on Weal atreel. 


Damage Heavy As Fire Starts 
At Carbine Clothing Store 

(Continued From Page OneJ - - 


A third line of hose was ex¬ 
tended Into the building from a base* 
mem entrance at the rear of the Out- 
le f ore off Ed son street. 

Mumford Discovers Fire. 

The fire was discovered shortly 
after 8 o'clock last night by a .clcrk 
working in the basement. The clerk, 
Joseph T. K. Mumford of 129 Holly 
street, sUted he saw flames licking 
over boxes behind him in the store¬ 
room. 

Mumford sustained burns about the 
face and hands in attempting to beat 
out the flames. However, when he 
saw that he would not be successful, 
he summoned the Are department. 

C. A. Anderson, another employe 
of the store, who was summoned af¬ 
ter the Are was discovered, entered 
the smoke-fllled establishment and 
removed important records of the 
concern while A remen hacked away 
burning planks and boxes in the 
basement. 

Spotlights were set up outside the 
door of the store and flremen poked 
their way cautiously through the 
darkness and the smoke as th«jy 
worked their way into the basement. 
The blaze was extinguished in less 
than 10 minutes. The entire fire de¬ 
partment complement of both sta¬ 
tions and all call men answered the 
call. 

Members of both stations spent the 
remainder of the time, searching 
through the basement and the base¬ 
ments of stores adjoining 'Carbine's 
to discover whether sparks had 
spread from the blaze through the 
basement, fed by the draft from the 
stairway. • 

William Glnsburg. owner of the 
Outlet store, last night stated that 
the establishment would be closed 
to make an estimate of smoke dam¬ 
age to the stock. » 

Charles Klrlos, manager of the 
Cinderella Sweet shop, was forced 
to close his establishment last night, 
and he stated that he would not 
reopen the place of business toBsy. 
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Damage 
Fire At 
/ Clothi 





Flames Gut 
Gibbs Home 

,Curtis Avenue House Destroyed 
by Fire Started by Overheated 
Furnace. 


A rapidly-spreading blase, which 
developed from an overheated fur. 
n * c ® in the basement, at 10 o'clock 
l*st night gutted the insides of a one. 
and-one-half-story residence at 107 
Chrils avenue and left only the 
Weened walls of the building 

TTv*- owner, C. Malcolm Gibbs, • 
g»rage mechanic, was at work on 
Cleveland avenue when the blaze 

rwn rep0rtWl br Hcnr > Morse of 10« 
Curtis avenue. ,who turned In a box 
alarm at the corner of Curtis avenue 
•nd Horton street to bring two en- 
glnes from StaUon 1. 

Gibbs' wife and seven-year-old 
daughter. Beverly, are In Bridge- 
P ort ’ ^onm, visiting relatives. It was 
learned. The building was also occu- 
pled by Ros, Martin, an employe 

er Sta’S* WS" 1 * 00(1 hl « 
5JSW. Martln - All were away 
when the Are was discovered 
Morse ran from hi* House when a 
neighbor's child saw linking tongue, 

u 3 w k ‘ n * tn ne,r -rero temper.ture, 
H'* Quickly ran iboo^S 

thr ° u * h the front door of the 
b *« * nd deployed to the rear of tha 
building to hack their way into the 
basement of the structure 
The blaze on tha first floor was 
£™* bt . <,u,ck, J u "£r control a, 
XfT n V x ” brok ® *w.y parts of 

bulldlnT "a W * n ,l ,he r * ,r ot the 
to“S?*1* f ,r° Up th * n cumbered 

to HL °° r of the building 

to an attempt to stop the flames 

wms*Sf e t“l^ nf thfOU * h lh « ‘bree 
rooms of the upper floor. 

All of the possessions of the five 
‘ h « building were de! 
•troyed. Blazing furnitures, drape* 

th? w!°? lng w Were * br0Wr * through 
ifflT d0W * br ,he fl rcmen to their 
efforu to prevent complete destruc- 

inSm * 1 flm ” ^ flre "»*n plunged 

buUdtoa** * m °f® * nd flsme-fllled 
building dragging . booster line with 

f.£? .to^™^ Ul « r w,u > ‘h«<r 
1 ,nd eyet *‘reamtog. 

.ki 1 '•"'P* P° w » r *d by t port- 
Sf th * tof r *‘°. r Wer * Mt up ln f f ont 

woJlL *‘ d men ,n lh * lr 

^ b WM brou *bt under 
control approximately 30 minute, 
•rter the alarm was turned to. Regu¬ 
lar member, of the department, aid¬ 
ed by several callmen fought - 

Marlin, the only occupant 
the house who arrived while the 
w »* *n progress. ,aid last night 
that he was not certain whether the 
house or contents were insured. 
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Blaze, Originating in Base¬ 
ment Storeroom, Spreads 
Smoke Through 3 Other 
Establishments. // 

, ' — 

J. T. Mumford Burned 

/ / T7/ !" , / 

Gryphon Building Threaten¬ 
ed; Outlet And Cinderella 
Shop Suffer Loss; Fireihetr 
Make Quick Stop. ^. V 


Tire of undeteri 
night caused heav) 
gutted x basement »vurcroo 
Carbine Clothing company 
the corner pf West 
chants Row, and tor 
ed the Gryphon 


: 
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Vermont's busiest 
J Thimes were 
the storeroom, 

rectly beneath ___ w VE 

eitebllshment the front of in* 

X'S’inflESiSt'T M 

, 1 7 h,ch wt ™ - 
h< ‘ @v L cIdud, °* •««* 

which poured out of the c 

storo wer, tha Cinderella 

Shop on Merchants Row, 
store /6n, Merchants X 
OuU^ TrAllng Poat 
Tha Outlet establii 
to Iha^wSu. of th* oL 

Mm C. ( Carbine,/ or 
od tha clothing 


Hum, but ha added 
wbuld be heavy 
smoko. He sett tha 

ot shirts 
the be 
•troyed 
parUtl 


ns 'sr^' u u t . 

Both traffic arteries were complete! 
clogged, as the crowd filled - 
row .re* to watch the Or 
were forced to divert scores. 

fr °A fi«ito U,U,e ** *~' tlon - / i -h 

crowd, but th. thto roSTof^ 
threatened to break u thr«elto 
wowd pushed forward through tb 
*moke which filled the aquaro W 
ott times flremen entered 61 

store to fight theltwllydSS S 

oiuv^to w)ndlnt hwcmdnt *Uir 

to emerge gazping and wtth 7 



dow on Wrt street, while gtlll/ 1 


was a i reeled / dnt 
the foot of the r 
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before putting 


which 


build In* on P 
were returning 


grade* there. 

The blue was disco 
o’clock bjr Janitor Jeeie 
street, 15 minutes befor 
sch e duled to meet . v . 

No children were b t 
the time, though appt 
boys and girls were tm t 


was confined to the 
cause of the dense i 
fighters, armed with 
hot*. experienced dJ 


Kingsley School 
Swept By Flames 


e i -/rtw 


r 


LA 


lf«r»J4 PH-rf* 


Fire, believed to hare lUrUd frswt an »v»r1i«*Ud twrn~. 4«m 
Kingsley school on fin# Hr##l, iHet#, 

Iftenwwn to the eatent of |A*M. Pupits will bo iranW# ff #4 U Mw- 
t eeln i^hool for the next three months. 


'ire Sweeps 
• Schoolhouse 


■-Jiv 


(Continued from Page One.) 


-for the Kingsley school puplli 

to itttnd classes at Lincoln school on 
Uaeoln avenue beginning Monday 

toornlnf. 

j.'Bi explained that ih* number of 
t cUasroomi available In the 
>ln achool building was suffl- 
for the Pine itrect achool group. 

for the pupllj to at- 
school was given by the 
achool commissioners, 
of the long distance to 
school for some, the Kings- 
pupils living south of 
street will be provided with 
twice a day. 

bus will leave the comer 
Pine streets at 8:40 
morning for the first 
trips will be made The 
win also be provided trans- 
after classes in the after¬ 
service will be given dur- 
rtoon hour, the superintend¬ 
ed, but a piece wiU be pro- 
at Lincoln school for children 
from long distances, to eat 
lunches. 

north of Maple 
not be provided with 

M. Walsh is principal 
achooL Other members 
staff are Margaret 
Sears Thompson 
Nourse. Classes for 
les 1 to 4 are conducted 
_ f 

last Are In a Rutland public 
-- building occurred in Febru¬ 
ary,. UH when Dana achool was de¬ 
stroyed. Damage to this building was 
mom than $30,000. 


.* . 

' 1— 


Lunch-Hour Fire Breaks Out 
Near Heating Plant in 
Basement as 135 Pupils 
Are Out for- Lunch. 


:« 


Damage Set* at $5000 

- .-bi 

V M 

Children to Be Transferred 
to Lincoln - Building for 
Next Three Mon** 4 -* 
to Be Furnished. 

With flames spreading 
through the partitions, 17 
hindered by 
more than an 
afternoon 
trol a Are 
the 

school 
pupils 
their 


girls 

grades 

The 


u,.. 

in the 


! 

I seven 

i nearly an 
under centre 


be started 
expected that 
there within three 
tendent of Schools 
said. * . 

The building was 1 
per cent of its sound 
damage resulted to seats, 
other achool ftlmlture. 

Fairchild said last night 
present hot air heating system 
building was Installed three 
ago. ♦ • 

Stone was formerly janitor 
Madison street achool which i 
closed to public school purposes 
eral months ago a> an economy 
measure in view of the decreasing 
attendance In the elementary schools 
in the city. 

Pupils U Ge to Lincoln. ’ 

Superintendent Fairchild said last 
night that arrangements have been 


•fjrd 

«t 


(Continued On Page 3 With Picture). 
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3 Injijii'ed As 
Spring Works 
Is Blown Up 


Gas Tank *ofl Auto Being 
Welded by Anthony Alto- 
bell, Shop Qvf ner, Explodes. 


G. T. Dumas Is Hero 


EmployeSav< 
byRelt 
V. AJtobel 


'iremen’sLives 
; Acetylene Gas; 
Also Burned. 


Employe Risk* Life. 
Realizing that thrtc more acetylene 
tanka still remained within the build¬ 
ing, and that their presence in that 
heat endangered the livei of the 
firemen, he broke away from the 
party of men | who had been giving 
him first aid acroi the street and 
entered the building once more. 

He made his Way through the 
smoke and flame to the point where 
the three tanks remained. All three 
we/e red hot, their sides glowing in 
the semi-gloom of the building. His 
hands already burned were burned 
again as he painfully tugged at the 
values of the tankja to release the 
gat. He accomplished his task none 
too soon. It was estimated that the 
tanks would have blown up within 
another flve minules. The firemen 
worked In Ignorance of the danger 
that might have cos^ them their lives. 

Dr. Francis E. Qihiley treated the 
Injured men at Rutland hospital. 
They were not seric usly Injured and 
were aent home. 

Despite the frantic efforts of the 
firemen the blaze hfa made too great 
headway beforo they arrived for 
them to do much mbre than prevent 
It from spreading. 

The terrific heat of the fire twisted 


A aeries of terrific explosions 
shortly after 11 o’clock yesterday 
morning rocked Rutland and de¬ 
stroyed Young's Welding works on 
West street. The hdrth side of the 
building was blown out Every 
piece of equipment in the shop was 
destroyed. Anthony Altobcll. pro¬ 
prietor of the wo^ks estimated the 
loss at 110.000. Three persons were 
badly bumed.il 

So great was th<j force of the ex¬ 
plosions that eiedtrical aervlce In 
oarta of the city was interrupted for the metal beyond use 

“ . ... m i _ l _ m » _ __ ..... »... n ..I Ku T>AtUr 


a short time. The noise of the ex¬ 
plosion were heard and Its Impact 
were felt In a wide area surround¬ 
ing the shop. 

Altobell, a man % of about 40, and 
father of four children, escaped 


and crumpled the body of the sedan 
which is owned by H. O. Ellis of the 
Williams Machine company of Poult- 
ney. 

A new truck chassis, which had ar¬ 
rived at the ahop from Detroit 
Thursday night, was alao destroyed 
In the fire. The flaming gasoline 
which rolled over the floor set It 
afire, and heat and flame soon melt¬ 
ed its glass windows and destroyed 
The truck 
garage in 


Potter's 


death or serious maiming by minutes blare started. 


was owned by 
West Rutland. 

Every piece of equipment In the 
shop was destroyed as the building 
was gutted. Only the walls remain¬ 
ed standing half an hour after the 


only. He had befa working on a 
tumbuckle underneath a new sedan 
In the front of the shop, when a 
spark from his electric welder set 
fire to gasoline fumefc from the Unk 
of the car. ■■ 

The leaping flames set fire to AI- 
tobell’s clothing. lb agony he drop- 


Altobell said last night that the 
loss would mount, to wg 11 over $10,- 
000. Lost In the fire were $3000 
worth of new springs; the electric 
welding system; coal forge and blow¬ 
ers; a new lathe for ahop work; a 
number of wheels; the blower sys¬ 
tems In the works; the acetylene 


ped tala welder and failed out from welders and several furnaces, 
underneath the ci ri His clothing Molten glass poured over the hood 
and hair were aflartae and he »J*rted of the burning sedan, and blazing 
to run toward the front of the build- pi* n ks from the roof fell about the 
Ing. u 

Hla brother. Vlctcfr. 


. firemen while they worked in the 

......---* who was worlt* jutted ahop. Firemen had the blaze 

Ing In the shop at he time saw him under control half an hour after they 


leaped to his 
arms around the 
an attempt to kefa 


side. Ha threw 
frantic man In 
him from get- 


in 

with his body, 
clothing. 

T. Dumas, of 


ting outside the building, and 
smothering the fin u, “ 

set fire to hlj o* 

Meanwhile Geoff 
06 Meadow street, a 
shop, and Louis A 
the proprietor^ ae 
an from the walls 
oyer the bodies ar 
ing ot the men an< 
the fire trucks. ' 

Gas Tanks 
Lets than five minutes after Alto¬ 
bell rolled out from under the car. 
which meanwhile hid caught fire, 
the gasoline tank exploded. Flaming 
gasoline shot out frbm under the car 
.and set the grease and dirt-laden 
floor afire. Toe flames shot up to 
the roof and set that ablaze. 

The men by this time had emerged 
from the building. T«n minutes after 
the men left, two acetylene gas tanks 
exploded. The nofth wall of the 
building waj blown! out and parts of 
the wall were thrown over the rail¬ 
road embankment it' the north side 
of the building, many yards away. 

Paisersby were temporarily deaf¬ 
ened by the impact and every win¬ 
dow In the building was shattered. 
Hugtf volumes of | vfhitc and gray 
smoke rose over the blazing works 
and cast a pall ovjef the neighbor¬ 
hood. 

Firemen laid thrfa lines of home 
and entered the building. The ter¬ 
rific heat drove them forth several 
times. It was at this point that Dumas 
again took his life! in his hands. 


laid three lines of hose to the build 
Ing. 

Traffic was halted on West street 
while men and equipment fought 
the blaze. A lartte crowd of bystand- 
en gathered across the street and on 
Meadow street Several policemen 
employe of the wer<! assigned t 0 direct traffic away 

* from the fire. 

Ml •WEilOguUh- 
ied played them 
charred cloth- 
hen summoned 

spied*. 
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Fire Damages 
Rooney Block 


'lames Start in Basement of No. 
Main Street Building Housing 
Several Families. 


A blaze which spread quickly from 
hot ashes on the basement floor, up a 
partition to the first floor, early yes¬ 
terday morning threatened to demol¬ 
ish the old building known as the 
Michael F. Rooney estate at 12 North 
Main street 

Several families occupy the wooden 
frame building which is fronted by 
the goj pumps of a service station no 
longer In operation. The blaze, which 
was discovered by a neighbor, started 
in the rear of the building below the 
apartment occupied by William Fen¬ 
ton. 

A telephone call brought two en¬ 
gines to the scene of the fire shortly 
after 0 o'clock. Two booster lines 
were brought Into play to get the 
blaze under control, 

A group of firemen entered the first 
floor of the building, and in the 
pantry and living room occupied by 
Fenton, hacked away portions of the 
floor to enable them to get at the 
flames eating at the ceiling below. 

The blaze was brought under con¬ 
trol and extinguished little more than 
half an hopr later. Damage to the 
floor and basement partitions Was con¬ 
siderable, fire department officials 
said last night 

They said the blaze started when 
hot ashes rolled next to a partition 
used to block off a portion of the base¬ 
ment and set It afire. Fanned by a 
draft the flames set fire to the celling. 
The smoke which poured forth from 
a street level window attracted the 
attention of a next door neighbor. 
Fenton, who was home at the time, 
was not aware of the spreading fire 
literally beneath his feet The neigh¬ 
bor's warning brought him to the 
front door as the trucks arrived. 


MARCH 4, 1939 


Fire Sweeps 
W. Lee Home 


Clinton Avenue House Gutted 
by Flames During Absence of 
Family; Loss $1500. 

Hating flames which " ate their 
way up through lath and plaster 
walls in the kitchen to the second 
floor did $1500 damage to the seven- 
room home of William B. Lee, 26. of 
11 Clinton avenue, a clerk at Llg- 
gett'a drug store, shortly after 0 
o'clock last night 

' Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonskl 
said an overheated flue In the kit¬ 
chen set the partitions aflame. Lee, 
his wife and two children. Gloria, a 
grade-school pupil, and Donald, a 
year-old Infant were In East Pltts- 
ford when the fire occurred, visiting 
his mother. 

The blaze waa discovered by Roger 
Buttles, an Insurance agent who lives 
at 10 Clinton avenue, almost opposite 
the Lee residence. ButUes saw 
smoke and flames ooming through 
crevices around the front door and 
phoned, for the trucks. Additional 
help wfcs aummoned by department 
officiala when they arrived. 

Firemen«attacked the flgraes with 
two lines of hose and a booster line. 
They entered a side door on the west 
•Ida of the house and quenched the 
flames which were eating away at 
the stalm Another party of firemen 
mounted ladders to the upper floor 
where the blaze had shot through the 
partitions and was charring walls 
and furniture. The fire waa brought 
under control in less than 15 min¬ 
utes. 

’ l*e said last night that a good part 
ot the family's personal belongings 
had been destroyed. In addition to 
damage to the house itself. He said 
he was Insured. 
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Marshal To Probe 

- 

Cause Of $35,000 

Grandstand Fire 

— ‘ . . 


JUNE 19, 1939. 


Fair Structure Is 
Destroyed by Flames 1 
in Few Minutes 
covery. 



Will Reb 


■ i *• 

, ■■ k.-v. 


Meeting of 
for Today 
TyJ>e of 
Replace 


to 


Upoo 


Trustee! of 

Agriculture u _ 

fair association off lea at the ; 
thla afternoota at.S o’e‘ 
plana for Mnmedlata 
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'"•jff'teioTc discovery and had burned 
«ch * wlde area that the enllre 
w u afire and the roof was be- 
to collapse when the firemen 

\»itfred. 

I fx wis seen at once that the bulld- 
was doomed, Capt. Beane said, 
Zg efforts were devoted to keeping It 
within bounds. It became necessary 
it the outset to play water upon the 
arrest exhibition building to r*e- 
It from catching fire even 
the wind was not forcing the 
_toward it. 

The heat was so Intense that it wn 
‘Iwith the greatest difficulty that the 
Pfowcrc able to connect the hose to 
tfca hydrant upon the fairgrounds 
ibout 125 feet from the burning 
, grandstand. 

-Ibe dry woodwork of the atand 
burned like tinder and for a few 
wfautes flames shot high into the air, 
fetlUg visible from a considerable 

„_of motorists drove to the 

Congestion of traffic became 
that extra officer* were aent 
ene to keep vehlclea moving. 

_continued to pour thoua- 

of gallons of water onto the 
. and it was not until 0:30 o’clock 
..they sounded the "out" signal 
returned to the station. A watch 
kept at the grounds all night 
Bland Completely Rained, 
ien the men departed, only a 
Charred timbers were left of the 
land, a portion of-whlch was 
30 years old. With the stand. 

, chairs, tables, and other 
lent owned by the fair asso- 
and concessionaires, went up 
•wvke. These articles were stor- 
ander the portion of the stand 
the midway. 

flames were Bburning over 
I wide area that it was im- 
for the firemen to determine 
e or the part of the stand 
the fire had its inception, 
were afloat that an odor 
M ..lng oil could be detected 
the time that the fire was dis¬ 
and this led to stories of In- 
Tp-—Firemen were Inclined 
■ % believe that the odor was due to 
it burning of Ur paper, oilcloth 
and other material in the^rtkjles In 
storage. 

Thd eastern section 
sUnd, and this Included 
two-tpirds of the entire — 
was built In after an* farller 

»Und had been badly damaged by 
flre An addition, which also went 
up in flame* Saturday, was erected 

ln, nie fair management maintains a 
building fund now amounting to 
more than *0.000 which will be 
available for the erection of k new 
grandstand. This fund has bron In¬ 
creased year by year by taking a 
portion of the profits of the * nn «*‘ 
exhibitions. It addition to this 
amount H>e association h»» about 
123.000 In cash assets. 

Plans had been made for msklng a 
number of Improvements at the 
grounds this season but these may 
be modified on account Of the loss 
due to the Are. Olney said. I 
Work on the race track already 
haa been started and men had left 
the ground only *n hour before the 
Are was discovered. 
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N. Clarendon 

Garage Burns 

<2 _ 

Rutland Firemen Succeed in 
Saving Adjoining PostofTice 
and Two Barns. 


(Special to The Herald I 
NORTH CLARENDON. Feb. 13 — 
Fire today consumed the Chccdle 
garage In this village, but Rutland 
firemen, using water from the brook 
nearby, saved the wooden postoffice 
•building adjoining the garage a foot 
away, and two barns In the rear of 
the garage 

The brick and wood garage, some 
25 feet wide and of one and one-half 
stories, caught fire when the stove 
used to heal It exploded at about 8 
o’clock this morning. Claude Pitts, 
the only person in the building, was 
compelled to break a rear window 
and make his exit through it as 
flames cut off the front entrance. 

As the flames spread rapidly. Post- , 
master Fronds F.. Dennis moved all 
the valuable documents from the 

I postoffice to a house across the 
street, Mr . Carrie Maranvllle. own¬ 
er of the barns threatened, also pre¬ 
pared to move Important objectJ 
housed there to safety, but the four 
Rutland firemen sent here to fight 
the fire drenched postoffice and 
barns sufficiently to protect them j 
from the flames. 

During the firemen’s battle, n line 
of hose burst from pressure of the 
water, bathing firemen and several 
spectators, and throwing Timothy 
Cheedle, who rented the garage since 
1926 from Mrs. Jrwie Barney of , 
Swaniee, Mass, forcibly tp the 
ground. 

Cheedle suffered painful cuts and 
bruises on his hands and arms. 

The garage was Insured, but 11000 
worth of tools owned by Cheedle. de¬ 
stroyed in the fire, were not Insured 

» Four stripped motors were among 
i the equipment ruined In the garage. 
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SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 20. 1939. 



While every piece of/fire 
‘ orp 


Herald PboU. 
and all Rutland’s firemen 
were battllnt the '.lubber* blate In tUaBullaito Olaa. corner etore 
on Center .treel it .bout TM o’clock tart nlfhl . larfe crowd of .pee- 
Uter. Including ipany Shrlner. here fof, Ihelr .print eeremenUl. 
r.U^ed a. .hewn In Ihe phato .bore. View .hew. beery meke 
Luring from .tore where firemen were forced to 
window to ventilate the building w th.l they *■!< mere -My battle 
the flame. In Ihe paint .lock and partition# within. V 


Fireman H. D. Olson 
Suffers Burned Arm in 
Fighting Flue Blaze 


Department Kept Busy by Over¬ 
heated Chimneys as Home- 
owners Combat Cold. 


Flames Sweep 
Glass Store 


Damage Set at More Than $1000 
in Fire at Rutland Glass Com¬ 
pany, Center St. 


A blase, which fire department of¬ 
ficials believe was caused by an over¬ 
heated air duct, destroyed more than 
J1000 worth 6f plate gloss and for a 
while threatened the two-story Vali- 
quette block at 67 Center street. 

The tire spread through the walls 
and ceiling of the Rutland Glsss com¬ 
pany store and Into an adjoining one 
rented by the Eddy Ice company for 
the display of refrigerators. Robert 
D Accavallo, owner of the store was 
away when the fire began, as were 
his wife, and hts mother-in-law. Mrs. 


Mary Valiquctte. 

Every piece of equipment In the 
fire department was mustered to fight 
the blate. Fearing a backdraft and 
explosion, firemen broke the large 
plate glass show window of the store 
and attacked the blaze with several 
lines of hose. Windows in the adjoin¬ 
ing store had to be broken as well to 
gain access to the fire in there. 

None of the occupants of the three- 
apartmont block were at home. Ac- 
cavallo’s wife and mother were in 
Burlington: three waitresses. Misses 
Florence Spaulding. Becky Davis and 
Phyllis Lord were at work. Miss 
Lord s mother was visiting neighbors. 

Fircnlcn brought the blaze under 
control In less than a half hour and 
from then on devoted their time to 
salvage work. Traffl on Center street 
was halted completely as police strove 
to unravel the resultant tangle. The 
occupants of the house, who return- 
ed one by one. worked franUcaUy 
to get their belonging, out of the 
block before .moke damaged them. 

No sooner had the firemen com¬ 
pleted their work on the Vallquetto 
block lire than they were summoned 
to Kingsley Court apartment# where 
u .u.pectcd fire turned out to be 
nothing more than a ware, and then to 
North Clarendon where two «<£•*** 
and a henhouae. valued »lWOt>y 
their owners. Leon and Herbert Moul¬ 
ton. were destroyed by fire of unde 
terrninod origin. ,. . 

Hampered by their Inability to get 
sufTlctehl water the firemen atoodby 
and worked ^ keep the blare Horn 




Flames seared the left srm of Fire¬ 
man Herbert D. Olson as he prepared 
to turn the stream from a booster 
hose down the blazing chimney at 34 
Meadow street shortly before 7 o'clock 
last night. 

Olson and other members of the 
department had responded to an alarm 
at the Meadow street building, which 
is occupied by families of Anthony 
Altobeil and J. H. Vargas. A neigh¬ 
bor had telephoned the first alarm 
and the firemen themselves sent a 
summons for additional help. 

Attack the blaze from the roof, OL I 
| son had clambered up the shingled 
'surface and was thrusting the hose 
nozzle toward the blaze when the 
flames shot up, bum* i away the cloth 
of his coat and seared his arm. 

His injuries did not deter him from 
continuing the work of putting out the 
fire. He was given first aid later at 
the fire station. The bum did not 
necessitate medical attention. 

Damage from the blaze resulted 
from smoke and water which pene¬ 
trated chimney openings In two rooms 
on the upper floor of the house. 

Two other chimney blazes result¬ 
ing from forcing fires to combat the 
cold weather were extinguished by 
department members earlier In the 
day. The first occurred at 191 Cres¬ 
cent street, the home of Robert La. 
Stevens and Lewis P. King, and the 
other at 257 West street, a building 
occupied by Trank N. Willis. 

Walls and partitions on the upper 
floor of the latter building were 
scorched when the flames spread from 
an unused flue to the walls. Streams 
from a booster line were used to 
bring the blaze under control. Damage 
was slight. 


_9/ _ 

E Avc. Tenement 

Damaged By Flames 

roke out in a tenement in 
if the Joseph Sabataso block 
ongi avenue last night and 
Rutland firemen quickly quenched 
• the blaze before it could spread 
through the old building which has 
been standing for at least 50 yean. 

I Chief A. H. Koltonski stated that 
ba believed the Are started from a 
•carelessly dropped match" in a 
woodshed attached to one of the 
) apartments. He estimated the damage 
at $50, accruing from both fire, smoke 
and water. Tour trucks responded to 
the general alarm, sounded at about 
7:30 o'clock and firemen used a stream 
from a booster tank and one half-inch 
hoeo in putting out the fire. 
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NOVEMBER 6, 1939. 


iY 5, 1939. 


Burst of Alarrris 

' ' s 

Halts iFircmen’s 
[Spring Clean-Uj 


Yesterday was a hectic da y for 
memben of the Rutland Are depart¬ 
ment. What with four flrea within a 
43-mlnute period, the annual spring 
houaecleanlog .Underway and a cat 
to rescue front a high pole, things 
came thick and fast 

The damage from Are was con¬ 
fined to $35 loss on a bam at the 
rear of the hoxpe of Carleton Wilson. 
18 East Center street and the burn¬ 
ing over of about an acre of wild 
bruahland on Upper Plerpoint ave¬ 
nue. 

The renovation of the downtown 
quarters wqnt on without Interrup¬ 
tion during the early hours of the 
mom inf and the men .were swash¬ 
ing down walls with’ sponges to 
good advantage when the telephone 
suddenly Jingled at 11:07 o’clock. It 
wag, only a grass Are on Chaplin 
avenue, at the extreme southern lim- I 
It of the city, and the wind-driven 
blaze was loop subdued with the 
contents of pack pumps by a crew 
which tossed their sponges aside for 
a few minutes. 

But there was to be no further 
opportunity ♦ to resume the wall 
washing during the morning hours. 
At 11:15, before the crew had re¬ 
turned from Chlplin-pvenue. a tele¬ 
phone call camr from East Center 
street A small refuse Are had got¬ 
ten out of control and flames wefe 
consuming clapboard! at one comer 
of the large Wilson barn, in the 
heart of one of the city’s best resi¬ 
dential districts. Firemen toon had 
one or more streams from booster 
tanks on the building but there was 
a possibility that the Are might as¬ 
sume serious oonsequences so that 
an alarm was sounded on box 32. 
South Main and Center streets, from 
the transmitter system at head¬ 
quarters to summon, more call men. 
The blase was i soon under control. 


The blase was | soon under control, 
damage being I confined to a few 
charred dap^ardi and acorchlng 


within the partitions. 
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Before all of the various crews 
had returned to their headquarters at 
11:50 a. m„ another telephone sum¬ 
mons was received. There was a 
grass Are at the Howe Scale plant 
which was threatening to engulf 
lumber piles at the plant Again 
fearing that theft might be serious 
consequences^ Ralph R. Beane, dep^ 
uty chief <oi the Axe department 
Ordered an gfarm sent in over th< 
franflnlttar^ ajstnm to lit men in the 
deld know about the blaze. Thi 
Whistle tooted the number 38. How< 
Scale company private box. The 
two siren alarms came ao close to¬ 
gether that ai>mf persons who tried 
to count the blasts became confused. 

There was no damage to scale 
company property* 

The Are-fighting apparatus had 
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Fire Sweeps * 
Baird Barns 


jWJ. Hacket: 
Skips Death 

< i 

Brown Street Man’s Life Impe ril¬ 
ed as Gas Fumes Explode in 
Station. / 


Chittenden Farm Buildings De¬ 
stroyed Quickly; Loss Set at 
$6000. 


Three barns oi» the Frank H. Baird 
farm in Chittenden went up in 
Aimes yesterday afternoon with a 
resultant $6000 loss. 

All farm equipment in the three 
bams were destroyed, a bull and a 
pig perished In the fire and 10 .tons 
of hay were a charred mass as the 
leaping fiames spread quickly from 
one barn to the other. 

The fire began shortly before 5 
o’clock yesterday afternoon, a mem¬ 
ber of the family stated last night. 
Firemen were told that children had 
been playing In the barn and had 
come running up to the house shout¬ 
ing that the big horse barn wai 
ablaze 

Neighbors formed a voluntary fire 
brigade In an nttempt to prevent the 
blaze from spreading and finally a 
truck from the Rutland Fire depart¬ 
ment was lummo ed. The firemen ar¬ 
rived as the Aumes were spreading 
- through the roof of the big barn. 

Hampered in their work by lack 
of water the Aremen used water 
from their own booster tank, which 
was fed by volunteers The three 
buildings burned quickly and Are¬ 
men had a hard Aght to prevent the 
blaze from spreading to a fourth 
barn six feet away from the Aames. 

A ahift in the wind and protecting 
trees across the road kept the Are 
from spreading to the Baird dwell¬ 
ing. A calf and three pigs were re¬ 
moved from the smaller barns, but 
the owners were forced back by the 
heat from the barn in which the bull 
was tied. 

Frank H„ and Minnie Baird, broth- 
) er and sister, are owners of the fsrm. 


William J. Hackctt. proprietor nf a 
Ailing station at 1(M River street, 
narrowly escaped death or the har¬ 
rowing experience of being blown 
I through the roof of his station )cs- 
terday. 

He lit n match In the basement 
' which was filled with fumes from a 
leaky gasoline pipe. 

The result was a small explosion 
i from which Hackctt csca|»ed without 
burns by dashing up cellar stairs. The 
fire followed him up, however, and < 
fiames wrought several hundred dol¬ 
lars worth of damage to the interior 
of the station. 

j Rutland firemen were called to the 
scene at 1:20 yesterday afternoon and 
.were back at the station reloading 
I their hose 40 minutes later. Chief A. 
H. Koltonski explained that only one 
hose was laid to the building and that 
a vapor nozzle was used to diffuse 
the stream of water into n blanket of 
moisture which quenched the fiames. 

Hackctt. who lives on Brown 
street, explained that he had gone 
down to the cellar to look for some¬ 
thing, lit a match, and everything 
went "boom.” He streaked upstairs 
and several friends raced off to sound 
the alarm. Flames charred most of the 
interior woodwork and blacker,ed 
cans and tools. 

The firemen were called out at 
noon yesterday to Investigate an 
overheated chimney In the home of 
Charles E. Burns. 33 Meadow street. 


APRIL 13, 1939. 


Hot Ashes Start Fire in 
Two-Tenement House, 
Causing $200 Damage 


Building at 112 Woodstock Ave¬ 
nue Threatened as Flames 
Spread Into Attic. 


A fire, said to have started from 
hot ashes left on the rear porch of 
the second floor, causing approxi¬ 
mately $200 damage yesterday after¬ 
noon in a two-tencment house at 112 
Woodstock avenue occupied by, 
Isaiah J. Matt and John D. Crandall. 

The ashes burned a hole Into the 
side of the porch and the flames 
spread through the partition to the 
Attic before the smoke was discover¬ 
ed. While the firemen prepared sever¬ 
al lines of hose to combat the flames, 
only water from the booster tank was 
necessary to put them out 

The alarm was sounded from Box 
24 shortly after 3 o'clock. Traffic at 
the Juncture of Woodstock avenue 
and Temple street was handled by 
Chief of Police William P. Fox, who 
responded with the alarm. 


V//V/J9 

J. C. Gillespie ^tore 
On Columbian Avenue 
Is Gutted By Flames 

A defective oil heater was blamed 
for a fire which yesterday morning 
gutted the J. C. Gillespie Grocery 
store at 210 Columbian avenue, caus¬ 
ing damage to the building and stock 
estimated at $250. 

The one-atory wodden structure 
was a mass of fiamea when the fire¬ 
men arrived shortly after the sound¬ 
ing of the alarm at 6:15 o'clock. Wa¬ 
ter from two lines connected with the 
booster tank was used to put out the 
Aames. 

Gillespie had lighted the heater to 
warm up the room. Hla attention was 
later attracted to the heater as 
Aames spread rapidly from it to the 
wall and ceiling. The fire waa put 
out in half an hour by the Aremen 
and volunteers. Gillespie has oper¬ 
ated the store for several years. 
There was not much stock in the 
building at the time. 
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NOVE MBER 20, 1939. 

Oil Burner 
Starts Fire 


Pinball Machine Company Of¬ 
fice on Evelyn Street Dam¬ 
aged by Flames. 


Flames. originating at about 3:50 
o'clock yesterday afternoon In a de¬ 
fective oil burning atove In the 
offices of the Rutland Novelty com¬ 
pany at 24 Evelyn street, cauaed 
di .nage estimated at $300 to fix¬ 
tures and partitions. Smoke result¬ 
ing from the blaxe caused undeter- , 
mined loss to a stock of mattresses, 
furniture, shoes and other stock 
owned bv the Economy store and 
i to red in the two-story former 
I garage. 

The fire was discovered almost 
simultaneously by Fire Chief Alfred 
H. Koltonskl who was driving mong 
Evelyn street with his family, anJ 
by Raymond Burke, a Novelty com¬ 
pany employe, who was walking 
across the street, Koltonskl ordered 
a box alarm sounded to aummon 
all Are fighting equipment because 
of the location in the business dts- 
trict. 

Streams from booster lines were 
used to quickly squelch the flames 
emanating from the circulating oil 
heater. Two partitions and the cell¬ 
ing were severely charred by flames 
and a pinball machine about three 
feet from the stove was acorched. 

In an adjoining room, more than 
a acore of machines under repair 
were undamaged. On the second floor 
a Quantity of furniture, shoes ami 
other merchandise sustained smoke 
damage. 

Maurice Zimmerman, manager of 
the Economy store, said last night 

that extent of damage to stored goods 
In the building could not be determ¬ 
ined until today when they will be 
inspected. Without consulting oflice 
records, he was unable to place l 
value on the merchandise stored In 
the structure. 

Deputy Chief Ralph R. Bean, after 
an investigation of the Are on order 
of Chief Koltonskl, said he found the 
stove pipe leading from the heater 
did not connect to any chimney. It 
was merely extended through a hole 
in the second floor giving vent to 
heat and smoke Into the second story 
room. He said apparently the stove 
became flooded and caught Are. 

The Aremen also were called out 
for three minor grass Ares during 
the day. at Geno avenue. Charles 
street and East Washington street 


APRIL 6, 1939. 
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Family Saved 
From Flames 


Spark Ignites 
Cleaners’ Gas 

i 

Explosion at Brown's Shop on 
North Street Causes Injury to 
F. E. Coursey. 


Charles Barrett Rescues Wife 
and Son as Gay Street Home 
Is Destroyed. 


After awakening his wife and 10- 
year-old ton and rushing them, clad 
In night clothing from their burning 
two-room home near the southeaat- 
cm limits of the city early yesterday 
morning. Charles Barrett of Gay 
street ran a quarter of a mile to a 
telephone to summon the Rutland 
Fire department. 

The Are trucks arrived In Ave min- I 
utes at Curtis avenue, the nearest * 
road to the burning structure. Under 
the direction of Chief Alfred H. Kol¬ 
tonskl, the Aremon were obliged to 
lay 1000 feet of hose across a Aeld. 
from the Curtis avenue hydrant. 

Although the two-room house.! I 
which had been covered with tar 
paper, woi destroyed in approxi¬ 
mately 20 minutes, the Areman suc¬ 
ceeded In saving an adjoining barn, 
in which a horse and a cow were 
kept. 

Chief Koltonskl said that the exact 
cause of the Are had not yet been 
determined. He said Barrett report¬ 
ed that he had arisen before 6 o’clock 
and started a Arc in a kitchen stove. 

He then went to the bam to tend 
the animals and a few minutes later 
saw smoke coming from the roof of 
hia house. The property was covered 
by 5800 insurance. 

The Are department responded to 
two other calls yesterday, a Are In 
a stove pipe at 110 Forest street at 
7:33 a. m., and a chimney Are at 
139 State atreet at 1:45 p. m. 


M/ 4 o13f 

Firemen Kept Busy By 
io Alarms as Rutland 
Residents Fight Cold 


B«finning with a false alarm at 2 
o’clock yesterday moraine Rutland 
firemen answered 10 alarms yester¬ 
day, Including the tragic blase on 
Kvelyn street early last night. 

The false alarm was turned in at 
Box S7 at the corner of Madison 
street and Strongs avenue. The last 
alarm of the day was also turned In 
there for a chimney fire on Poet 
street. 

The remaining fires, occurred et 
163 West street, the home of Alex¬ 
ander O. Freeman, where a chimney 
blase was extinguished; 116 South 
street, a needless alarm; 23 f>ana 
avenue,’a chimney fire; 122 Wood- 
stock avenue, the home of Louis 
C h s i ioux. where a chimney blase 
charred partitions on an upper floor; 
8 Leonard street, the home of John 
T. Thompson; and 66 Brown street, 
the home of Raymond F. Burke. The 
last two erase chimney fires which 

did DO dUDA||, 


A italic spark from a metal-shot 
•Ilk dress Ignited a 30-gallon vat of 
gaaollne yesterday afternoon in a 
cleaning shed at the Brown Cleaners 
& Dyers establishment at 04 North 
street, causing an explosion which 
hurled an employe, Frank E. Coursey 
the length of the shed, and burned 
him painfully about face and hands. 
Are department officials said. 

Flames shot up from the vst and 
set the roof aAre. The noise of the 
blast and the flames which shot out 
through the eaves of the saw-dust- 
insulated roof attracted the attention 
of George Brown, a son of the owner, 
who was painting a smokestack on 
the root of an adjoining building. 

He scrambled down from the roof, 
and summoned his brother, Robert, 
who telephoned for the Are trucks. 
Two trucks answered the summons 
after Aremen were forced to turn In 
a box alarm. The blaze was brought 
under control less than 15 minutes 
after Aremen arrived. 

Using a carbon-tetrachloride ex¬ 
tinguisher, a booster line and a big 
hose, 14 Aremen fought the blaze, 
braving several minor gasoline explo¬ 
sions from the Aiming liquid In the 
vat 

Entering a door on the north side 
of the building, employes of the es¬ 
tablishment assisted Aremen In re¬ 
moving a Urge pile of clothing which 
was In process of being cleaned. David 
G. Brown, proprietor of the concern, 
said last night that the greater part 
of it had been saved, but that in any 
case it was insured. 

Workman Hurled Backward. 

Ac 'ordlng to Are department offi¬ 
cials the blaze was caused by a spark 
from meUllic elements in a silk dress 
which Coursey was cleaning. The 
spark Ignited the vapor hanging over 
the vat causing an explosion and Ig¬ 
niting the remainder of the gasoline In 
the tub. The suddenness of the ex¬ 
plosion gave Coursey no chance to 
retreat. 

The Gibson street man was hurled 
backward and the sudden Aimes sear¬ 
ed his face and hands as he was pro¬ 
pelled toward the half-open door. Em¬ 
ployes rushed to his aid as he ran out 
of the shed. He was taken to the of- 
Ace of Dr. James J. Reedy who said 
last night that while the Aamet had 
singed his hair and eyebrows and 
burned his face and hands severely, 
his condition was not serious. 

The principal difficulty which kept 
Aremen working on the building long 
after the main blaze in the vat had 
been extinguished and most of the 
clothing removed, was the sawdust 
Ailing used for insulation between the 
roof and the ceiling. 

The celling was burned through and 
the sawdust set aAre. The Aames ate 
their way through the easy-burning 
material. Access to the heavily-pack¬ 
ed sawdust was difficult It was Anal¬ 
ly extinguished after a considerable 
amount of water from a booster line 
had been sprayed under the eaves of 
the roof. 

'The greater part of the clothing wag 
removed. So quickly was the blaze 
brought under control that at no time 
was there any chance of It spreading 
to the main building of the cleaning 
plant The greater portion of custom¬ 
ers* clothing was stored In there at 
the time. Little damage resulted to 
the shed other than to the ceiling and 
roof. Smoke and Aame damage which 
resulted to clothing in the building is 
believed to be negligible, the proprie¬ 
tor said. 
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Hartford, 76, Dies 
Suffered in Fire 
['Block. 




, Heater Blows Up 

& • *”" — 

and Police Smash 

, Door to Rescue Un- 

Victim. 

; drafted from his flam- 
i by reacuen wrho were 
1 to break open a door to re a ch 
L Hartford, 7t» old-age 
died at 1030 o'clock 
hospital last nifht from 
L when an oil heater ex- 
1 tn his hat In the Land on block 
street, resulting in a fm- 
*ll ON alarm at €30 o'clock. 
Attracted by the screams of Wm 
,'im* McGrath, a tenant who saw 
M*te pouring out from under the 
dooxi John Lynch, 6k a U- 
Mar. and James McGowan, neighbors 
hhl bb ck, brok ^ope n j he locked 

t him into the hall- 








John R. Mangazx, 
the street also was at- 
by the woman’s shouts. He 
_ Lynch and McGowan break 

» Mo the room and carrying Hart- 
down the stairs to the street and 
M6 Afetbony Pratico’s barber shop, 
sOacefit to the street door. 

. Af the firemen quickly brought the 
MM under control, Hartford was 
taken to Urn hospital in an ambulance 
his condition was pronounced 
critical br Dr. Robert P. Williams, j 

_ _badly burned about the heed 

, and body and at no time wm gTvwa 
a chance to recorer. 

*. Lynch, who sustained minor 
. about the hands and lace in —wtir\ « 
la pulling Hartford Into the hall way. 

* Was given flnt aid treatment by Drp- 
. bty Fire Chief Ralph R. Bean *oi 
Call Man George W. Pet*. ML ^ 
?. being taken to the hospital tor further 
treatment by Dr. W illi a ms 
Except for a small amount of w «sv 

the brick building, into the T. 
Prceborn * Co. General EMctrw 
store, the damage, estimated at W 
% was restricted to the flat. 

Oliver LaMouniain who Lrrra on 
the same floor told the Imam 
Hartford visited with him and Harc^d 
McNulty a few minutes before hi 
explosion. 

LaMountain said that Harford had 
Several pieces of cardboard under the 
heater which leaked. 

It was believed that Hartford 
sitting near the heater at the 
and that he was ove r tome by the 
flames which ignited his clothing ba¬ 
tes he could open the door vtat he 
was in the habit of 
When she 

McGrath began _ 

. Noticing the smoke coming tram 
der the door she atte m p te d to force 
It open. Unable to gain e nt r an ce «he 
cried for help and then returned as 
. her tenement where she fainted. 

t Hartford has lived in the London 
block for approximately threw 
Months, According to LaMoutam. 
Hartford is unmarried. 

’! The body was taken to the Mac¬ 
Donald funeral home. As far m 
could be learned Hartford has a a 
Mar relatives in Vermont. 


Fire Damages 
Scale Plant 


Blaze Breaks Out in Woodwork¬ 
ing Shop Stacie; Small Loss 
Results. 



A noon-hour fire at the Howe Scale 
company yesterday brought out the 
full flra department complement and 
attracted a large crowd to the 
Strongs avenue establishment 

Fire of undetermined origin set 
a wooden venUlator shaft ablaze on 
the roof of the woodworking build¬ 
ing of the company. Three sprinkler- 
heads melted In the region of the 
fire and an alarm was turned in au¬ 
tomatically as water began to spray 
the upper floor of the building. 

The firemen raised ladders against 
the walls of the building and clam¬ 
bered over the roof with two lines 
of hose and a booster line. They 
brought the blaze under control in 
less than 15 minutes. 

Streams of water from the sprink¬ 
lers, however, took their toll on the 
upper floor and Its equipment be¬ 
fore the automatic apparatus was 
shut off. 

A. N. Lyons, vice president of the 
Howe Scale company, said last night 
that he could make no exact esti¬ 
mate of the damage caused by Are 
and water, but said that It was small. 

Another business district alarm 
brought every piece of apparatus 
onto Merchants Row shortly before 
€ o'clock last night. A short circuit 
In. *n electric light fixture at the 
Economy store was the cause of 
the alarm. There was no Are. 

Shortly before the Economy store 
alarm was sounded firemen quenched 
a chimney blaze at'20 Pine street, 
the home of Mr*. Elizabeth C. LaFay. 
No damage resulted. 


_ «*/ u t *9 _ 

Match Sets 
Store Afire 


Frank Moscaticllo, 13, Lights 
Kerosene While Filling Jug; 
Damage Set at $200. 

A match which set a small pool of 
kerosene ablaze early last night re¬ 
acted In damage of more than |200 
to a small grocery store owned by 
Joseph Moscatlello of 58 Howe street. 

Fire Chief Alfred H Koltomki 
said last night the fire began when 
Frank Moscatiello, 13. son of the 
owner, filled a glass kerosene Jug in 
the rear of the store, lit a match when 
the Jug overflowed and set the kero¬ 
sene-covered floor aflame. 

Seized by panic the boy attempted 
| to beat the flames out with his 
hands. He called for aid at the same 
time and his mother, who was sitting 
In the front room of their home, 
which Is adjacent to the store, went 
to his aid and dragged him from the 
smoke and flame-filled stock room 
of the grocery store. She later faint- 
ed as a mult of her exertions, but 
was revised promptly. 

A frierds of the Moscatlello family 
turned Ip an alarm at the corner of 
Howe i nd Union streets. Trucks 
from both stations answered the 
alarm. Two booster linei were used 
to quench the blaze. All light* In 
the ».ore were extinguished when 
Harms melted the fuses. 

Damage to the stock and store It¬ 
self amounted to more than $200 
Chief Koltonskl said. 


3 Flee As 
Home Burns 


David S. Craig of Stratton Road, 
Wife and Infant Son Have 
Narrow Escape. 

A Stratton road householder, his 
wife and infant son barely escaped 
with their lives early this morning 
when a quickly-spreading blaze 
swept through their five-room house, 
gutted the building and destroyed 
all their possessions. 

Mrs. David S. Craig, wife of the 
Stratlon road man, was prostrated 
shortly after she and her husband 
with their year-old son, Ronald, made 
their escape from the blazing build¬ 
ing by knocking the glass out of 
their bedroom window and clamber¬ 
ing down to the muddy ground and 
safety. She was taken to the home of 
a neighbor. Earl E. Knipes and treat¬ 
ed for shock by Dr. Henry J. Frc- 
gosi. 

It was she who discovered the 
blaze. She and her husband had 
gone to bed and had been asleep for 
some time when she was roused by 
the crackle of flames in the rear of 
their one-story home. She waked her 
husband who ran for the child. 

Clad only in their night-clothing 
and garments which they seized 
hurriedly Jn their flight, Craig and 
his wife broke the window In the 
bedroom, which faces Stratton road, 
and ran for aid. Firemen were sum¬ 
moned from tfle home of a neighbor. 

Trucks from both stations were 
hampered In their efforts to get to 
the fire by the extremely muddy 
condition of Curtis aVenue. Despite 
these obstacles they made the run 
rapidly. 

Spreads Swiftly. 

They arrived to find the blaze 
spreading swiftly through the front 
of the building. The fire was brought 
under control less than 43 minutes 
after they arrived, but too late to 
save the building, which Tire Chief 
Alfred H. Koltonskl said this morn¬ 
ing. was practically destroyed. 

Many call firemen and spectators 
attempting to get to the Are were 
mired in the mud of Curtis avenue 
and had to be pulled out. 

Neither Craig nor the child was 
Injured by the fire, although had 
they remained In the building a short 
time/longer the trio might have been 
seriously Injured or killed, it was 
said by neighbors. 

Several lines of hose were laid by 
the flre-flfhters In their effort to 
bring the blaze under control and 
the Are was attacked both from the 
front and rear of the building. 


Firemen Answer Five 
Alarms Over Week-End 

A fuLse alarm at 1:25 o'clock yes¬ 
terday morning was rung in from 
box 63 on the corner of Granger and 
River streets and the Are department 
answered four other calls during the 
week-end. All the Are calls were 
telephone alarms and none of the 
blazes did serious damage. 

A chimney fire Saturday morning 
at 133 South street, listed as the home 
of Lulgt Christie and Sisto Zambon, 
was the Arst call while a burning 
| electric motor at 175 West street, llst- 
| ed as the home of William A. Onion, 
was the second call. At 11 20 o'clock 
Saturday morning the department was ; 
called upon to extinguish gas burn¬ 
ing in the carburetor of a car in the 
Rardwell garage on Washington 
I street and 10 minutes later a call was 
i put through to the department from 
the Oslund Studio on Merchants Row. 
An overheated or defective stove pipe, 
according to Deputy Chief Ralph R. 
Dean. veas responsible for a Arc in the 
partition between the third and at¬ 
tic stories of the building. The de¬ 
partment was forced to rip out the 
partition to extinguish the blaze. 
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Fire Sweeps 
MikeV Lunch 

Flames Spread to Second Floor 
of Wooden Connolly Block on 
Wales St.; Damage, $600.* } 
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Immediate arrival of the Rutland 
Fire department yesterday prevented 

a $000 ' “ ‘ - - — - “ 

kitchen 
nolly block 
spread inf 

ini and other'places 
dwellings nearby. 

For the second time in six yean, 
Mrs. Florencd* A. Rea, 70, and her 
little white poodle, who occupied an 
apartment directly over the lunch¬ 
room, were rescued by firemen as 
smoke filled her living quarters. The 
woman and her pet were carried by 
Chief Alfred H. Koltonskl from the 
top story q( the Kinox building on 
Wales street, destroyed In a $10,000 
fire on February 9, 1934. 

The entire fire department with 
three trucks, responded to a box 
alarm at 1:11 o'clock yesterday after¬ 
noon. At that time aoores of persons 
were attracted to the scene by pillars 
of black smoke which poured from 
the two-story, wooden building. 

Tbe flames originated in the kitchen 
of the lunchroom on the first floor, 
when i pan of grease in which Mike 
Phillips, proprietor, was frying food 
over a gas stove, became ignited. The 
fire quickly spread to the wallboard 
back of the stove, and then extended 
to the lunchroom, and to the floor and 
walls of the upstairs tenement, where 
Mrs. Rea operates a lodging house. 

As firemen were checking the 
flames in the lunchroom, from which 
four or five customers quickly fled as 
the conflagration spread. CapL Frank 
H. Seward and Chief Koltonskl rush¬ 
ed to the upstairs tenement, where 
Mrs. Rea was groping in a smoke- 
filled hallway. She refused to leave 
the building without her pel dog and 
her fur coaL 

As CapL Seward retrieved the 
poodle from his hiding place under 
a blanket on a bed. Chief Koltonskl 
seised the woman’s coat, and she was 
led to the street. In the 1934 fire Mrs. 
Rea remained Jn the burning Kinox 
building until the fire was well un¬ 
derway because she did not wiah to 
abandon her pets—the dog and two 
kittens. Later one of the kittena was 
rescued on a window ledge by fire¬ 
men. 

.The bar and walls of the lunch¬ 
room were charred and a large plate 
glass window was shattered by the 
heat Tbe walls of i he kitcheh behind 
the lunchroom and the floor and 
walls of the upstairs tenement were 
burned When the fire was .finally 
checked at 2:15 o'clock, firemen clean¬ 
ed up water and debris in the Rea 
tenement 

After the fire, Phillips went back 
into the kitchen of the first floor and 
recovered a bag of money In bills 
from aygas oven where he had placed 
It In tne-excitement He also picked 
up from tha floor a pile of coins, 
which had been placed In a bag In a 
pocket of his coat which hung on the 
wall before the blaze was discovered. 
The coat knd the cloth ^bag were 
burned to «she*. but the coin, were 
not damaged. 

The two-atory wooden building la 
owned by James Connolly of Wash¬ 
ington street. The a true I Ore also 
houses the Connolly Plumbing shop 
and another living tenement, which 
were not damaged. 

In(addition to the regular firemen 
on duty, all call firemen and mem- 
°L U l e department enjoying a 
««* hurried to the scene when 
the alarm was sounded. 
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The scene in front of the Cennolly blech en 1 
afternoon If shown above as firemen battled a bl 
In Mike's Lunch en the first floor and spread to the i 
ment ef Mrs. Florence Rea. Nearby Strand theater r 
a time. 


Herald Photo, 
street yesterday 
which originated 
rend story apart- 
threatened for 


Fires Cause 1 

‘ I 

$700 Damage 


Parlor of Granger Street House 
Burned; Shed of \jrant Ave¬ 
nue Horae Razed. 


Two potentially dangerous fires 
were extinguished by the Rutland 
Fire department yesterday before 
they could gain appreciable headway 
but not until they had caused dam¬ 
age estimated in excess of $700. Both 
blazes were in residential districts. 

The entire front parlor of the house 
at 75 Granger street home of Sal¬ 
vatore Vitagliano and owned by Mr. 
and Mrs. Orazio Curzio, was destroy¬ 
ed In the forenoon fire and consider¬ 
able smoke damage was caused 
through the rest of the house. 

Engines 1 and 3 responded to a 
box alarm at 10:07 o'clock and it was 
not until a half hour later that the 
blaze was sufficiently under control 
to release the alarm box. Deputy 
Fire Chief Ralph R Bean estimated 
the damage to the home at $300 and 
aaid the cause of the blaze was listed 
in the city fire records as “unknown.'* 

A special alarm from “phantom'’ 
box 411 was put* through from the 
fire station after a telephone alarm 
aaid the rear part of the building 
at 43 Grant avenue was burning. The 
alarm was recorded at 3:50 p. m. | 
and engines 1 and 3 were again dis¬ 
patched to the fire. The house Is 
owned by Clara K. N. Johnson and 
if the home of William B. Hinton 
downstair* and Mrs. E. Moynihan 
upstairs 

According to Deputy Chief Bean 
the entire rear shed, encasing a 
back stairway, was aflame. In the 
shed, he aaid, was a barrel of oil 
wh)ch failed to ignite during the 
fire. Considerable smoke damage 
within the living quarters of the 
house was caused by the blaze and 
damage was estimated at $400. 
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(Fire Damages 
Storehouse 


Large Quantity of Mattresses, 
Furniture Damaged or De¬ 
stroyed in Blaze. 

Fire of undetermined origin last 
night badly damaged a two and one- 
half story storehouse on the south 
side of School street, near Forest 
street and ruined a large quantity 
of mattresses, oilcloth and furniture 
stored In the place by Mrs. Libby Z 
Lash of 13 Birchwood avenue, pro¬ 
prietor of the Union Furniture com¬ 
pany and owner of the building. 
Mrs. Lash is the widow of Benjamin 
W. Lash. 

The structure was formerly used 
for many years by the city as a pub 
lie school building. It was abandon 
ed by the school department prior 
to 1920 and later was put to various 
uses, being sold about four years ago 
to the late B. W. Lash, whose estate 
had been using It for storage pur¬ 
poses. 

The damage to building and con 
tents was variously estimated at 
$3000 to $5000. Mrs. Lash stated that 
the stock stored In the building, 
which Is listed for taxation purposes 
at $1800, was Inventoried at $5000. 
After a hurried Inspection of the 
darkened upper story she stated that 
much of the furniture. Including 
many chairs, now Irreplaceable be¬ 
cause of general business conditions, 
escaped serious damage, she believ¬ 
ed. The stock on the lower floor was 
ruined however. 

No one had been in the building 
since shortly after 7 o'clock yester¬ 
day morning when men loaded 
some furniture on a truck for deliv¬ 
ery, Mrs. Lash said. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonskl 
said that he had not been able to 
determine the cause of the fire. 

The blaze, which was discovered 
about 0:40 o'clock, gave th< Rutland 
auxiliary fire department It* first op¬ 
portunity to attend a real fire. Des¬ 
ignated by their long red boots, the 
auxiliary men could be picked out 
here and there throughout the two 
hours during which the department 
fought the blaze. They devoted their 
efforts principally to salvage work. 

The blaze consumed much of the 
woodwork of the lower floor of the 
building. Including the celling. 
Stringing three lines of regulation 
hose, besides three of the inch and 
one-half type, the firemen succeeded 
In confining the stubborn blaze to 
the lower floor. The blaze in the 
woodwork soon was subdued, the 
long fight being made necessary by 
the smouldering mattresses and up¬ 
holstered furniture, much of which 
was carried out of doors and spray- 
ed w'th w* »er 

The blaze was discovered by a 
passerby who sent in an alarm from 
Box^44. River and Forest streets, 
which brought all of the city's fire¬ 
fighting apparatus to the scene. 

Chief Koltonskl stated that he and 
his men found a hot fire burning 
when they arrived. Interior wood¬ 
work was burning In several places 
and the fire had eaten its way 
through many mattresses stacked on 
the floor. Dense smoke was billow¬ 
ing from the building. 

It was necessary to pour hundreds 
of gallons of water Into the store¬ 
house before the firemen could be¬ 
gin carrying out the smouldering 
bedding and furniture. 

The chief believes that the fire 
had Its Inception near the rear of 
the storehouse as the scat of the 
blaze was there when the depart¬ 
ment arrived. 

The storehouse, which Is 00 by 115 
feet in dimensions, is nestled among 
several frame houses and Is only a 
few hundred feet away from the big 
wooden factory of the Dick Dress 
company. 
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Rutland Business 
District Threatened 

$30,000 Blaze 
- ii 


ThfJtcr Stage and Drcssin 
Room Destroyed hyFlames; 
$17,000 Worth of Tires, 
Accessories in Danger. 

In Beane 

Janitor Discovers Blaze But 
Origin Is Undetermined; 
K. of C. Show to Be Given 
at Paramount. 


A »f« UoiiUr $30,000 Ore IMe JIM- 
itrtUv afternoon al true led a crowd 
f4 |V» persons to Wale* street where 
(Umet roared through the Strand 

theater stage and dressing room*, 
and storerooms of Ray Beane, Inc 
firemen fought for an hour to keep 
flame* from spreading to the heart 
•f the HutUnd business district. 

After an early investigation losl 
i«M. Chief Alfred 11. Koltonski sa.d 
W believes the ftre started In the 
#e%» ng room section of the build¬ 
ing under the stage. lie will be 
•ashler to give his ofTtrlal version 
aa’ii^r wbe»* have cooled and he 
that pan of the building. 
George K. Sargent, manager of the 
Paramount theater and also agent for 
the Rutland Theater Enterprises, Inc 
oners of the Strand theater, was 
ti'sbU last night to state the exact 
•mount of the loa* to the 

company. _ 

rhe theater has pot been upeiatrd 
,uU»lv for,several years, but -t 
time the f\re broke out the place 

• bong put tn readiness for the 
\th\% of Columbus show whtco 

• to have been given there Tur»- 
r and Wednesday. Tonight more 
in a hundred young people would 
$# been in the place preparing for 
ireai rehearsal. They did not oC*' 
py the place yesterday. 

Wilier Murray, theater Janitor, 
covered the fire and telephoned in 

• alarm The first alarm was rung 
HI o'clock and a second at 5 45 
Wit. 

Wunav told Chief Kollonskl that 
heaui an explosion toward the 
M of the theater white he was 
«ung the tubby. Hushing toward 
t ataircase leading to the basement, 
*rray w..» met by thick smoke, he 
4 

Hw U»bbv of the. theater and the 
«nc store are located tn a building 
dt by Cairo temple. Shrine. The 
»*ter and stage ate tn an addition 
alt in later years. Kollonskl snlc^ 

• ftplosmn whs not from the boiler 
Mrh is heated try the Cairo temple 
ddmg. 

riremen during the first 20 minutes 

of the flra wet# mei by roiling bil¬ 
lows of thick block smoke usd were 
unabU to penetrate for enough Into 
the building to discover the seat of 
the bias*. 

During the early part of their fight, 
Koltonski s men poured w*ter from 
gig bates through doors and window s. 

from two lines were played 
the building from the north and 
south entrances and one from win¬ 
dows on the east Two more were 


I taken over the roof dhd the sixth was 
4 taken in through the lobby. 

Fire was confined entirely beyond 
the proscenium arch of the stage end 
damage on the floor of the theater was 
from water only. 

A false roof, or “penthouse" root 
over the stag* which automatically 
drops in case of fire, fell to the floor 
of the stage and with the asbestos 
curtain In front a chimney was form- 
id of the flags and flames were drawn 
quickly through the roof. Koltonski 
gave praise to his men who chopped 
through the roof In other places to 
widen the flue. He said that several 
limes they narrowly escaped falling 
into the Inferno when flames ate 
through the portion of the roof where 
they stood. 

Cspt. Frank Seward saved the lives 
of several of his men when he or¬ 
dered them out of the south side of 
the building Just before a hot air ex¬ 
plosion. 

With a strong wind from the south. 
Chief Kollonskl feared for the safety 
of the buildings*on Center street As 
a precautionary measure, he tele¬ 
phoned the West Rutland fire depart¬ 
ment to stand by for a call. The West 
Rutland men arrived voluntarily at 
the ocene at 0:15 o'clock, and members 
of the Wallingford fire department 
hearing of the fire, also were among 
the many volunteers who assisted the 
department 

Moil of the blaze was caused from 
burning ocenery, gridiron rafters sup¬ 
porting acenery. flimsy partitions of 
the dressing rooms and tires stored in 
the basement rooms <* the Beane 
company which run -under the thea¬ 
ter. 

Nearly $17,000 worth of new and 
old tire*, batteries and automotive 
accessories were damaged either by 
fire or water in the Beane storage 
rooms. Three carloads of new tires 
theater wer * stored in the place last week. 
Harold M. Beane, president and 
treasurer, placed the valuation of his 
tires at $10,000. which he said was 
covered by insurance. About 500 new 
batteries were damaged by water. Be¬ 
cause of deep water in part of the 
basement and amoldering embers in 
tha storeroom next to the theater 
dressing rooms. Beane could not def¬ 
initely estimate his loss last night 
Also lost by Beane were all of his 
buiiness records up to 1938, which 
had been atored in the basement Sat¬ 
urday after completion of an inven¬ 
tory. 

The Masonic temple is separated 
from the building only by a narrow 
paiuigewsy and firemen constantly 
played a hose into the burning build¬ 
ing from the iron bridge which con¬ 
nects the two places. 

Only a double will separates the 
theater from the Bardwell garage 
operated by Joseph A Abel. As smoke 
•eeped into the garage, M0 tires were 
thrown from the windows and truck - 
to the Mlntzer place on West 


«d to 

Wreet 


A motor-run floodlight was set up 
on the main floor-of the theater 
where for several hours water was 
played on the smouldering embers 
beneath the stage. Firemen escaped 
again when a chandelier six feet 
•quire crashed. Water soaked plai¬ 
ts/ throughout the building was con¬ 
stantly falling while firemen finished 
up their task. 

Rutland firemen were once again 
praised for quick, efficient work. 
IW>lh Sargent and Beane praised the 
entire force. 

Officers of the Knights of Colum¬ 
bus announced last night that their 
•how will be transferred to the Para¬ 
mount theater where shows will be 
given boih afternoon and night on 
Wednesday and Thursday. 


Fire Causes 7 I 
fiooo Loss 

Defective Wiring in Attic Photo 
Darkroom Sctj Blaze in Beau¬ 
dette Home. 


Defective wiring \v*» blamed by 
Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonikl for 
a $1000 fire last night In the attic of 
68 Pine street, home of Mrs. Hor- 
tense Beaudette and family, owned 
by Napoleon M. Burr. The attic was 
gutted, furniture and photographic 
equipment was destroyed and the 
roof was partially burned through. 

An alarm was rung in from Box 15 
at the corner of Pine street and Park 
avenue shortly after 7 o'clock and 
the fire department responded with 
the hook and ladder and pump trucks. 
Flames were shooting from the chim¬ 
ney, roof and attic windows when the 
equipment arrived. Firemen lei up 
ladders, climbed lo the roof and play¬ 
ed a stream down from the smoking 
roof. The fire was extinguished 
within half an hour. • 

According to Chief Koltonsk}, part 
of the attic was used as a dark room 
and Investigation determined the 
blaze had started from arouhd an 
electric switchboard with four lockets 
wired on a plank. The room was 
used by Maurice Roberge, son <>f Mrs. 
Beaudette by a former marriage, and 
his photographic supplies and equip¬ 
ment were ruined. The Iota. ,whlch 
included furniture atored Jn the at¬ 
tic aj well as the dark room ahd the 
attic and roof, was covered by insur¬ 
ance. Chief Kolto/iskl said. 

Earlier In the day firemen were 
called to extinguish two/grass fires, 
one at Lincoln avenue and Vernon 
street and the other on East street 
which threatened the home Of Leo 
DtMaggio and Leo F. McGee. I 




Morning Fire Drives 
Burns Family From 
Dwelling in Mention 


Fire of undetermined origin yester¬ 
day morning damaged one end of 
the house, owned by Mrs. F. F 
Sweeney of Rutland, and occupied 
by the family of Henry Burns, a half 
mile below Mcndon village on IT. S 
Route 4. Rutland firemen, pumping 
water from the cellar cistern, .put 
down the blaze before excessive 
damage was done. 

The Rutland department was sum¬ 
moned when Mrs, Burns, visiting a* 
the neighboring home of the Walter 
Jackson family, noticed flames from 
a shed beside her own home licking 
the clapboards of the house. She 
ran home to rescue her children, wh) 
number four, and after getting them 
safely out of \he house, Mrs. Burns 
fainted from excitement. 

Passersby aided In taking furniture 
from the house while the firemen 
were on their way from Rutland 
Burns wi 4 away when the fire start¬ 
ed. about 9 30 a. m. Before firemen 
had it controlled the flames had 
burned into two upper story rooms, 
damaging them considerably. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski stat¬ 
ed last night that Rutland firemen 
had be*n delayed 15 minutes i in 
starting toward the fire because no 
one could be found to guarantee the 
$50 payment assessed on all oultof- 
town fire calls. 
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Woman Hurt 
In Stove Fire 


Girl Risks 
Life to Saves 
Sister in Eire 


Mr*. Rena Baker Victim of 'Ey 
plosion of Oil Cooker in 
Kitchen of Home. ! 


Eleanor Thrall, 16, Dashes 
Through Flames in Home 
at Center Rutland. 


Mrt Rena Baker of 173 P vxter 
street was burned about the hands, 
and damage of about 9600 was done 
to her home and furniture, In a A re 
caused by an explosion of a null oil 
stove yesterday afternoon, according 


to Fire Chief Alfred H^KoltonzkL 

The woman waa given first a d by 
Fireman George Regan. According to 
a report given to the # fire depart¬ 
ment, Mrs. Baker waa In another 
room when ahe heard an explosion In 
her kitchen. Upon Investigating she 
found a amall, two-burner oil cook 
stove In flames. Mrs. Baker hur iedly 
picked up the flamlr* stove, with 
which ahe started to run ou Moors, 
In order to prevent a Are lr. her 
house, firemen were told. 

8<lrtalnlng bums to her hand*., ahe 
dropped the blaring stove to the 
floor of the back porch, after which 
•he summoned firemen by telephone. 
Later a box alarm was sounded. 

The flames spread rapidly over the 
porch, eating into a partition into the 
Interior of the house. Window glass 
waa broken by the heat and curtains 
and furniture also were damaged, the 
Are chief said. Streams from two 
small lines of hose were played on 
the flame*. The Are trucks left the 
station at 2:12 o'clock and returned 
et 2:98. 

The department extinguished a 
chimney Are at the home of Charles 
SkUba of 30 Hazel atreet earlier In 
the day. 
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Sparks From Acetylene 
Torch Cause Fire at 
Cohen Garage, Post St. 


Soarks from an acetylene torch be- 
i lng used to cut the frames of de- 
mol shed cars ignited the Max Cohen 
gara/e on Post street Saturday night 
at 7 30 o'clock, doing 3100 damage, 
accoiding to Fire Chief Alfred H. 
Kolb nskl. 

The flrc had smouldered since earl¬ 
ier in the afternoon, then Ignited the 
lower part of the wall, burning 
through the partition. When the fire¬ 
men reached the scene, flames were 
pouring through a hole that had been 
burned in the roof. 

Belief that the Are had been burn¬ 
ing slowly for some time was ex¬ 
pressed by neighbors who stated that 
they hrd smelled rubber burning in 
the vicinity for some time before 
the Are was discovered. 

In addition to the walls and roof 
being camaged by the flames, auto 
parts stored In the building were 
rendered useless by water. 

Yesterday afternoon at 2 o'clock a 
chimney Are broke out at the home of 
Charles A. Sanford on South Main 
street Firemen extinguished the 
flames before any damage resulted. 


Kerosene Explosion 


)ames P. Cullinan,67, Burned 
Seriously While Pouring 
Oil Into Wood Stove. 


Eleanor Thrall. )6-year-old Mount 
St Joseph's academy Junior, risked 
her life yesterday morning when she 
dashed through a flaming room to 
rescue her two-month-old baby sis¬ 
ter. In a Are caused when kerosene, 
used by her stepfather, James P. 
Culllnan. in starting a Are In a heater, 
exploded, burning him severely and 
damaging their home and furniture to 
the extent of $1000. 

CulUnan, «7-year-old automobile 
salesman, sustained severe burns to 
his hands, wrists afld face, knd hi 
hair was plntfed. 

So violent was the explosion, that 
a three-galldn can from which Cul¬ 
Unan waa pouring the Inflammable 
fluid * Into the' atove, was blown to 
pieces In his hands, and the door of 
the stove hurled across the room. 
Ai Culltnan ran from the house 
screaming, his clothing aflre. Eleanor 
quickly seized a blanket which she 
wrapped about him. 

Mrs. Culllnan. clad liv ntghtcloth- 
Ing, ran to his assistance, and with 
the help of her daughter. Eleanor. I 
rolled the man in the snow, snuffing 
out the Are in his clolhlpg. 

While efforts were being msde to 
assist Culllnan. another member of 
the family, Beverly. 12, rushed to the 
bedroom adjoining the blazing living 
room, and snatched up her three- 
year-old sister. Theresa Ann. from 
her crib. She shouted to Eleanor to 
save the two-month-old baby. Hose 
Jean, sleeping in the same room. 

Withbut stopping to realize *hc 
danger of her act. the older girl dart¬ 
ed through the flames into the livlrfg 
room and the bedroom beyond. The 
small children were taken from the 
house by way of the kitchen, which 
was not touched by the'Are. 

Mrs. Culllnan. her husband and 
children went to the home of a neigh¬ 
bor. Miss Frances Hulihan. owner 
of the burned building, who lives 
next door. The Rutland Fire depart-' 
ment was called, and tclatives were 
summoned who rusheq • the Injured 
man to the Rutland hospital, where 
he was treated by Dr. A. H. Belle- 
rose. Jr. . 

The physician stated last night that 
Culllnan had sustained first degree 
burns about the fs*e, and second de¬ 
gree burns to his hands and wriid. 
After being treated at the hospital. 
Culllnah was taken to the home of a 
friend, Morris Snyder of Grove street. 

The Rutland Fire department was 
called at 7:50 o'clock. Because of the 
sessions of the state firemen instruc¬ 
tor!* school being held in the city 
thus week, members of departments 
from Burlington. Bennington. Ear re. 
Hardwick. Bethel and other towns 
responded with the local firemen. 

As the CulUnan home is located 
Just two houses beyond the city line 
in Center Ratland, the nearest 
hydrant at the corner of Ripley 
and West street was 2000 feet away, j 
For this reason the firemen used 
three booster lines, pumping water 
from a jupply in the truck, to ex¬ 
tinguish the blue. 


From th^ vicinity of the heater 
where the explosion occurred, the 
flames had spread over an over¬ 
stuffed divan. an<] then extended to 
Iht celling, eating through a parti¬ 
tion In the upfwr part.of the build¬ 
ing where It was checked by the 
firemen. Several items *of furniture, 
including a piano were destroyed by 
the flames, and the wall! of the ad¬ 
joining bedroom where the two small 
children had been sleeping were 
burned and blistered by the intense 
hebt i 

From the ruins of the furniture. 
George O. Mansfield of Boston, chief 
fll*e inspector ior the Massachusetts 
State Police, who was in Rutland to 
lecture at the firemen's school, pick- 
ed up the rinmants of the kerosene 
can. rent to three pieces ia*^he blast 
According to Fire Chief Kolton* 
fkt, CulUnan ha^atarted a fire earl¬ 
ier in thj glove, and It had died 
down. Jn a second attempt ho pour¬ 
ed the keroatne Into the aiova. As 
4bf Inflammable fluid ebme In con¬ 
tact, with th# hot metal. Koltonikl 
said, the kerosene vaporized and ex¬ 
ploded. The| fire chief commended 
the presence of mind of the 18-year- 
eld girl In throwing a blanket over 
her stepfather's burning clothing. 

By an arrangement between the 
town and city of Rutland, members 
of the Rutland Fire department may 
answer summonv to a fire in the 
town of Rutland without first wait¬ 
ing for authorization'by the town 
selectman, 

Eleanor and Beverly Thrall are 
daughters of Mrs. Culllnan by a 
previous marriage. Their brother, 
Raymond, M-year-old Rutland High 
school student, la 111 at the Rutland 
hospital vfrlth rheumatic fever. 

, Mrs. Cu 111 nan’s brother-in-law, 
Franklyn Daniels, was killed In a 
dynamite explosion a few weeks ago 
gt Danby. * 

Culllnan, who la 87 year* old, la 
employed sa automobile aaleiman for 
the Badlam Motor company of thla 

dty, r ' •. • 
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Fire Damages Bam 

At Crescent Place 


Flames, fanned by a scudding 
wind, swept from a rubbish fire 
through the attic of a bam oq Cres¬ 
cent place yesterday afternoon, 
causing damage estimated at 3200 
The small wooden one-story build¬ 
ing Is owned by the Charles E. 
Novak estate. 

Flames and smoke were shooting 
from the cupola of the barn when 
firemen arrived about 1:40 cfclock. 
Quickly rigging up a hydrant and 
two booster lines, the men confined 
the wind-whipped flames to the 
roof and upper part of the building. 
The roof was perforated, one hole 
being roughtly 8 feet across before 
the blaze was checked. 

CaH Frank H. Seward ss'd that 
smouldering rubbish was the origin 
of the bam fire. Craw fires were 
reported yesterday afternoon; about 
3:30 o'clock on East Washington 
street and on Killington avenue. 


Fire Damages Cioffi 

Home on Granger St. i 


Fire, which broke out yesterday 
morning at the home of F. J. Cioffi 
of 72 Granger street, burned a large 
amount of clothing and did a small 
amount of damage to the roof of the 
house. 

Firemen, answering a general 
alarm, quickly extinguished the blaze, 
but not before It had burned through 
the roof of the house and destroyed 
the contents and door of the closet 
A booster line was used to pul out 
the flames. 

It was the first alarm in 10 dayt 


6 ; 

i PARTITION FIRE DAM AGES 
STRATTON ROAI) HOME. 

Speedy arrival of Rutland Aremcn 
at the home of William R. McDonald 
• of Stratton reud nt 10 o'clock yester¬ 
day morning confined damage from 
a partition Are to a minimum The 
blaze broke out In the ceiling of the i 
Am floor at a point where a stove¬ 
pipe went through to the chimney 
of the house on the second floor. | 
Firemen, using a booster llnej 
quenched the flames before they , 
could spread. 
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Fire in Home 
Of O. Thomas 


Chimney Blaze Spreads to Roof 
of Dwelling on Pittsford 
Road. 


A Are that started yesterday morn¬ 
ing in a chimney of a farmhouse own¬ 
ed by Orln A. Thomas of Rutland 
town spread rapidly Into the attic and 
caused damage that is estimated at 
1500. The house, a large two-story 
building. Is located south of, and ad¬ 
jacent to the large Thomaa dairy 
farm, and la occupied by his aon. Orln 
Thomas. Jr., David McDougall and 
Oliver Terrier. 

The Rutland firemen were called at 
3:24 o'clock, and at the time they ar¬ 
rived, flames could be seen shooting 
from two aide walls of the building. 
The exact nature of the origin of the 
blaze was uncertain, but Capt. Frank 
H. Seward said he thought that a crack 
In the brick wall of the chimney al¬ 
lowed heat to permeate a partition 
between two rooms of the house. 

From a point at the Juncture of the 
first floor ceiling and a second-story 
inside partition the Are traveled 
swiftly to the attic. Going under¬ 
neath the floor, where It could not be 
easily detected. It carried up through 
two outside walls and burst Into the 
open when It reached the attic. 

The Inside wooden structure of the 
attic waa badly charred, before the 
fire was extinguished, but the roof of 
the house, which*la covered with 
slate, proved impervious to the flames 
and waa damaged only to the extent 
of a number of slates that were split 
by the heat 

Firemen used a stream from a boos¬ 
ter line to put out the flames; several 
men kept the tank replenished with 
water using milk cans to carry it 
from a watering trough. It wa* un¬ 
der control by 11 o'clock in the morn¬ 
ing. 

The three occupants of the house 
were there when It started and had 
removed most of the furniture and 
other valuables from the rooms that 
were threatened, when firemen ar¬ 
rived on the scene. 


7/yo 

Painters Set Fire to 

J. Harvey Noe House 

Painters burning off excew paint in 
the home of J. Harvey Noe at fl3 Grove 
street set fire to a wall partition, ac¬ 
cording to CapL Frank H. Seward 
of the flre department. An alarm was 
telephoned to the firehouse and a' 
-phantom'* alarm for Box 46 was 
rung in from the station. V 
Seward said that damage In the 
morning blaze was confined to the 
partition and part of the second floor 
of the house. Firemen also answered 
three other Are calls durjpg the day. 
Grass Arcs at Jackson aVonuc, Har¬ 
rington avenue and Freeman avenue 
w er* extinguished. At Freeman 
avenue, flremen discovered nine 
pheasant eggs which had been scorch¬ 
ed by the blaze. 





























































FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 16, 1941. 


Alan Taussig 
Home Burns 



Blare, Extinguuhed by Rutland 
Firemen* Guti Second Story 
Interior of Building. 

The seoond story Interior of the 
Mendon home of Mr. end Mrs. Alan 
Teujilf wee badly gutted yesterday 
afternoon by the tecond fire on the 
Taussig property In little more 
then three week a. 

Taussig Beld he wet unable to 
meke Immediate eatimete of the 
demafe, but admitted that the walla 
and woodwork were "pretty well 
ruined." The furniture, however, 
waa damaged only by wnoke and 
water. 

The Are vtarted while two Rut¬ 
land painters were engaged in 
burning off paint on the exterior 
of the house. The flames became un¬ 
controllable, end ate through the 
gables of the building into the sec¬ 
ond story rooms. 

Rutland firemen answered an 
alarm about 4 o'clock, and brought 
Into play 300 feet of hose and a 
booster pump to smother the 
flames. 

Taussig, who was playing golf 
when the Are broke out, said that 
repair wOTk would start immedi¬ 
ately. 

The department answered two 
other calls during the day, one, at 
7:40 a. m., for a chimney Are at 138 
Strongs avenge and again at 4:30 
p. m., when they were called out 
for a flooded oil burner blare at 33 
West street. No damage resulted, 
fire offlcen said. 
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Chief Blames 
Children Foi 
Fire Epidemi 




THURSDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 15, 19*. 


Grass fires, the majority of which 
were set deliberately by childffn. 
according to Chief Alfred H. K 
tonski, continued to plague the C 
yesterday. 

Beginning at 9:30 o'clock yester¬ 
day morning Rutland firemen, wl 
out respite, answered calls to 
grass fires throughout the day—the 
highest total recorded yet this ydr. 
More significant than this is $he 
f*ct that there have been 96 fires 
the last 11 days—easily a record 
the history of the fire depsrtmer 
The situation is becoming seriO 
according to a statement made 


Chief Koltonski last night. He a< d 


, ed that several limes yesterc 


alarms were turned m to empty i re 
stations—all the available cquij 
ment was occupied chasing do|*n 
the persistent irrau fires. 

The department has received 
scores of complaints from lndign int 
Rutland citizens who have jm 
groups of boys touching off grass 


that has been made tlnder-dry 


the sunny spring weather. Chief 
Koltonski said the requests of rainy 
Rutlanders who want the fire le- 
partment to burn grass have necrs-J 
sarlly been Ignored—simply because 
the men could not be spared 
The cost Involved in fighting pie 
current grass Are epidemic Is 
presalve. Chief Knltonakl said tfiat 
yesterday about 23 gallons of 
were consumed by the fire true 
and he calculated that includi 
wear and tear to equipment 

amounts to about $2. 
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Fire Damages 
Chaffee Home 
On So. Main St. 


fire caused ^y flying chimney 
iparks .burned t sizable hole in the 
roof of the South Main street home 
of Newman K. Chaffee, early Sat¬ 
urday night Fire Chief Alfred H 
Koltonski estimated damage, cov¬ 
ered by insurance, at 9100. 

Members of the Are department 
responding to Box 31 alarm at 5 43 
•'clock, found flames spurting from 
fce shingled roof of the large frame 
Muse at 162 South Main street. 

The blaze ate Ita way Into the 
ittic. but waa quenched before It 
lad spread into the second story 
of the building. Tlremen used a 
be hydrant hose to bring the 
lamee under control. 

Chaffee, acting president of the 
University of Vermont, is president 
of ths Rutland Savings bank. He 
*i« not In Rutland when the blase 
occurred. 

Yesterday firemen extinguished a 
thimney f blaze In the home of John 
fcrrls of 263 West sire*, at 1:30 
•clock in the morning, after an 
•identified person had rushed over 
M the City hall fire station to has¬ 
tily turn In an alarm. 

A defective sprinkler system la 
Jbrditt Bros, grain storage block on 
«*Myn street brought department 
■•rnbtn out at 6:45 o'clock laat 
light 

A rubbish Are In back of the W. 
a Grace company store et IB Her- 
Bints Row was smothered by flre- 
ibout 3:30 o'clock Saturday 
•Jwmoon. 
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Fire Damages 
Rudin Creamery 
In Ctr. Rutland 


A dairy creamery In Center Rut¬ 
land owned by Alfred H. Rudin of 
She Id place was considerably dam¬ 
age i by a fire that originated In a de¬ 
fective rhlmney about 9:30 o'clock 
las'. night 

/Iremen, answering Box 76 alarm, 
found flames shooting from the roof 
c? thj small one-room building when 
iney arrived. ^ • 

A booster pump line and a line 
»'rom u fire hydraht were rapidly 
brought Into play and the fire smoth¬ 
ered before It had spread b> ■ re¬ 
frigerator closet that contained about 
400 quarts of milk. 

The building was unoccupied 

when the fire broke out 
Aside from damage done by the 
streams of water used to extinguish 
the blaze, the creamery equipment 
Installed in the building was Ai- 

harmed. Deputy Chief Ralph R. 

Bean said last night 
When questioned Rudin. the own¬ 
er, declined to make an estimate of 

the damage. Actant ~itcUoti of t it" 
ceiling and the roof above the chim¬ 
ney were destroyed. 

A sidelight of the fire waa the fad 
that the fire alarm horn which blar¬ 
ed forth about 9:30 o'clock was hee d 
In Brandon, the sound carried by the 
wind. * 

A Urge crowd gathered In Cen f cr 
Rutland to witness the blase, and 
traffic was momentarily slowed m 
West street near Shedd place. 


Loss $500,000 As 

Flames Wipe Out 
Burlington .Hotel 


(i Glints in Hotel Mil- 
Kt, Formerly the Sher- 
> Jd. Narrowly Escape 
OitS in Raging Fire. 

Walls Stand 


0 

DinuM Ways of 
NUing Walls Down as 
National Guardsmen Pa¬ 
lm! Danger Area. 

,,„rLi to Tto «rr»ia.| 

M'JUJNGTON. Frto. M-The moil 

dJL.nm* Burlington h»* known 

n n *r. Vf.rt Hrrtroycil the Milner 
Krtirl former I v thr Sherwood, ,t In* 
ESrTchwrrh -nd Cherry .trcrU 
r4 rlr this morning with a loss of 
to the hotel block »nd «ur- 

'’Tonilt *?' the »even-»tory wall* of 
the »tn.cture loom a* - ^ ^ 
r ,bhc »..fcly and arc l £ e 

National C.uardamen who are 
,.,nd.ns by the hr, linen and rotiUn* 
traffic in s targe cb»*ed area. hn- 
,iner«* are diacu»ln« 0»« t ** 1 • 

", null down Uir menacing wall*. 
TV hotel war erected about » 

b> Mr. and Mr*. T. H. Murphy 
„...t iu moat recent owner I* G«><>r*<P 
y M.lnr of Biirrr. The fire routed 
list sur-is in sub-zbro weather. 

Ml the guests miraculously e»- 
, aantl the inferno, most of them flee- 
in hastily-snatched clothing by 
atAtr**** and elevator. Seventeen, 
itbv the smoke and flames in 
end of the building where 
• he flio i> thought to have Parted 
from -ome undetermined cause, reach- 
*1 • »!. iv down firemen's ladder* ei- 
tendetl to the third and fourth floors. 

The only known casualty was Har- 
1 .% Sklar. Revere, Mass, salesman, 
those (»M«i was burned When he step¬ 
ped ou ltve embers in leaving his 
thud tluor ruum. » 

Kscapr* from more serious injury ' 
ovd p*»b%iblc death in Ihe most dis- ( 
«<»rau* fire since the old Y. M. C. A. * 
molding- at College and Church 
«trrcl* burned with a $300,000 loss 
February !. 1926 were spectacular. 

A ladder reached David Silver. 
Brookline, Mass., clothing saleimsn. 
>u*t in time s» he dung with hu 
Anger tips to the sill of his fourth 
floor room, which was enveloped In 
flames. Three other men had similar 
narrow calls as firemen barely beat 
the Jlsmci to them. One man was 
taken out of a sixth floor window 
by the hook snd ladder crew on the 


Five Rutland 
Firemen Rush 
To Burlington 

Chief Koltonski and Four 
Met} Called to Help at 
Queen C}ty. 


Take Supply of Hose 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski. 
accompanied.by four members of 
the Rutland Fire department left 
this city last night at 3:43 o'clock 
/or Burlington. In response to s 
call for help sent out by Fire Com¬ 
missioner C. Smith of Burlington. 

The local # firefighters were 
celled upon by the Burlington 
commissioner to give relief to the 
exhausted members of the Bur- 
t lington fire department. In the 
event flames should brealr oyt 
afresh in the ruins of the $300.- 
000 fire which destroyed the Mil¬ 
ner hiotel, formerly known as the 
Hotel Sherwood, and damaged the 
adjoining block housing the J. C. 

• Penney store. The commissioner 
also cited the need of fresh men 
and equipment Jn case other fires 
broke out In the city during the 
night 

The Rutland men remained 
overnight and are expected to re¬ 
turn today. 

Chief Koltonski and Firemen 
Jack Seward, Percy Wood and • 
George Regan and Call Fireman 
Joyce Hurley, left Rutland in the 
Rutland . fire department service 
ear, a few minute* after receiving 
Comm iu loner Smith* telephone 
call The Rutland firefighters 
were equipped with 1000 feet of 
hose, also requested by the Bur* 
lington commissioner. 




fConimued on Page 3 with Pictures.) 
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Lumber Yard 
Fire Burns 
Four Hours 


Blaze at A, B. Congdon 
Plant Gives Firemen Hard 
Battle; Cause Unknown. 


One Man Is Overcome 


Firem«*n tc last night w*rrJ 
holding .• gri m vigil ovrr the re¬ 
main* of a Are of unknown origin I 
which broke out yesterday *fier-l 
•noon m tne yard of the A. H. Cong-l 
d«*n (.umber n»mpuny on the (.‘old 
Hiver road and reunited all *ff»*rt* 
to quell it for nearly four hotirt 
The bla/.e proved one of the most , 
stubborn fought by local firemen m 
recent months because the high 
| piles of Jurnber had to be dUrnantb d 
piece by piece before water could 
be brought to the scat of the flames 

‘J*he Mi c destroyed large qiuinLtie* 
"t lumber and other materiel but 
the buildings escaped No estimate 
of the damage was obtainable |*«' 
night. 

At-a late hour firemen stood 
gviard as rolls of already u*He*i far 
paper burned with den*e floods of 
smoke. After quenching the fUmer 
which destroyed Urge pile* of 
shingles, lumber and hardwood 
flouring firemen were able to keep 
the flame* from leaping to nearby 
lumber piles. 

Since the tarpaper would have to 
be dug over bit by bit to extinguish 
the flames it was thought best to let 
the heap burn itself to ashes. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Knltonski 
[and Deputy Fire Chief Ralph ft 
Bean, who earlier had made a 
futile effort to revive an electro¬ 
cuted man in East Wallingford, ar- • 
rived at the scene shortly after the 
alarm and directed the efforts of a 
score of regular firemen, call fire- 
men and volunteers. 


Smoke and steam from the bUp. 
Ing lumber repeatedly enveloped 
thf, firemen as they fought to con¬ 
trol the bta7.e. Thomas Lynch, a 
member of the fire department, was 
momentarily overcome by smoke 
and was treated at the scene by 
Dr. Bradford C. Powers. Lynch was 
later sent to his home. Dr. Powers 
remained r cn the scene touring the 
height of the blare and treated a 
half dozen,firemen for minor cuts 
and burns. 

While struggling to hold a hose 
against the pressure of the water. 
Fireman Martin F. Kelly was 
thrown from a lumber pile, bruis¬ 
ing nil shoulder aa he struck the 
ground. 

A lumber company truck was de¬ 
stroyed by ‘the flames. Other lum¬ 
ber trucks parked about the yard 
were driven to the aafely of a near¬ 
by lot A home owned by Perley 
t situated to the east of 

the lumber yard as well as the of¬ 
fice building of the lumber com¬ 
pany, were threatened by flying 
embers until firemen brought the 
blare under control. 

Firemen were aided by the fact 
that the wind kept northwest dur¬ 
ing the blaze, thus carrying the em¬ 
bers away from the main part of 
j the plant The blaze was confined to 
a section about 100 yards long bor- 
idcring the southeast side of the 
lumber yard. 


Two hose lines were employed by 
firemen. One was run from a hyd¬ 
rant north of the yard while n sec¬ 
ond was laid to Mussey brook. A 
barrel, recently submerged in the 
brook bed to provide a basin from 
which to pump water, proved ef¬ 
fective. Smaller hose lines were 
connected with the two main lines, 
at the site of the blaze, so thai fire¬ 
men could keep streams of water 
playing along the entire length of 
the flaming lumber piles. 

High clouds of billowing blue 
smoke attracted throngs of specta¬ 
tors to the blaze Members of the 
Holland police department were 
stationed at side streets, leading 
from South Main street east tq the 
fire, so that motorists could not 
hamper firemen by Jamming roads 
in the vicinity. 

The fact that the fire occurred on 
Sunday afternoon brought such a 
number of persons to the area that 
plV times nearly a hundred cars 
were parked along South Main 
**WeeL • 4 

T i 

The Rutland fire department was 
called out* for four times, in addi¬ 
tion to the lumber company fire 
call over the week-end. A call 
shortly after 7 o’clock yesterday 
morning took the men to 25tt Cen¬ 
ter street where water from an un¬ 
determined source had found its 
way Into the top floor. No serious 
damage was done, however. 

There were three calls Saturday, 
the first at 3:50 p. m. f when a grass 
fixe seriously threatened lumber 
pile# at Manning's Lumber com¬ 
pany plant A second, alarm, sum¬ 
moning th* men to 47 Water street, 
was to a pAint shop at the rear of 
a home at that address. The blaze 
completely destroyed the small 
shed. Lighting struck the house at 
60 Chuch street Saturday at 8:40 p. 
nu but no damage was done, fire¬ 
men said. 

JANUARY 22, 1941 

Fire Levels 
Pitts House 


Gates Sircrt Home Destroyed 
by Flames Started by Over¬ 
heated Stove. 


A Mre that started in the chimney 
from an i»ver-hcatcd stove last night 
In the home of John Pitts of Gatos 
street spread rapidly through the 
building and gutted the whole struc¬ 
ture. 

The owner, and HTT~sun, Sumuol 
Pitts, were able to salvage only a 
few personal belonging* before 
f»glng flames, shooting skyward, de¬ 
stroyed the building. Firemen, called 
at 8:40 o'clock, found the blaze hope¬ 
lessly out of control, but their quick 
work saved (he nearby home of 
Pitts’ son. nnd a haro. 

The destruction of the house, a 
■ix-room two-story building, made 
Pitts, a WPA worker, and his wife, 
temporarily homeless. They spent 
the night In the home of Pitta* son. 

The house, a total loss, was par¬ 
tially covered by fire insurance. 

Pitta was at the next-door home 
of his son when a neighbor noticed 
sparks emerging from the root of 
the building and ran to the son's 
house to warn the owjier. Members 
or the family took a trunk, a clock, 
and a few articles of clothing out of 
the house before the heat drove 
them away. # 

Firemen used a stream from a 
br^ater line U\ protect surrounding 
property. The roof and rafters of 
the Pitts house fell In soon after they 
arrived. 

The blaze was the £ause of a 
minor traffic Jam. The towering 
flames, visible through the southern 
section of Rutland, attracted a large 
crowd of spectators. Cars lined both 
sides of Curtis avenue, near Gates 
street where the building stood. 


Fire iJevels 2d Lumber 


Mill 

On 


Flames, VisibI 
Cold Rive 
Causes FI 
Control 


Ic for Miles Around, Attract Hundreds to 
r Road as Fire of Undetermined Origin 
ieavy Damage to Congdon Plant; Firemen 
lllaze Within Hour. 


in Area Working 
Government Orders 


I Fire, which 1 lumlnated the sky for miles around and brought hun¬ 
dreds of curious spectators to the scene, caused thousands of dollars 
of damage Saturday night to the Congdon lumber mill on the Cold 
River road. 

So dense was the traffic after the blaze was discovered that several 
policemen and nmtor vehicle officers were dispatched to the area, and 
motorists had difficulty in finding a parking space for their can within 
a half mile radlui. 

It was the scond fire to cause* 
destruction to a Ijmber mill In the 


vicinity of Rutland In nine days, 
and co-inddenUl ly both conoema 
were working on [ovtmment orders 
at the time of I he conflagrations'. 
On May 1 the W lite River Bobbin 
company ip Men- k>n was razed by 
flames, resulting 1* damage estimat¬ 
ed at $100.(100. 

Aaron Chngdori operator of the 
Congdon mill la t night said that 
although r» offli lal estimate of 
damage had beer made, he antici¬ 
pated that ' the k is would amount 
to approximately $11,000. A pre¬ 
vious fire occurr 1 1 at the Congdon 
to 111 In July 1041 resulting in dam¬ 
age of $13,000, Ccnfdon confirmed. 

roar pieoee of f re fighting equip¬ 
ment eight regub r members of the 
fire department 1) call men and‘20 
auxiliary foremen responded to the 
falenn* which wu sent both by 
telephone and box signals. Although 
the fire wee local Ml outside of the 
city limit*, a finding agreement 
between the Conj don concern and 
the city of Rutland, guaranteeing 

JUNE 7, 1941 


Fire Damages 
Storehouse 


Lou in Pico Produce Blaze Es¬ 
timated at $1500; Jdowe Scale 
Hai Slight Fire. 

Fir* breaking out In the rear of 
the building housing the Pico Prod¬ 
uce company at 144 Granger street 
rc*terdar afternoon, did damage 
Htimsted by Chief Alfred H. Kol- 
tanski at $1500 before firemen were 
•ble to subdue it 
The apparatus responded to the 
ilsrm at 2 40 o’clock, and It was not 
until # an hour . later that the re- 
lei*e was sounded. Firemen found 
difficulty In attacking the blaze be- 
. nave of the den* smoke pouring 
forth. 

Investigation of the cause of the 
Sre had not been completed last 
night and Chief Koltonskl declined 
10 suggest a possible cause. 

A second alarm, and the one 
which prevented an immediate In¬ 
vestigation of the produce company 
0 r*. was sounded at the Howe Scale 
company foundry at 4:55 o’clock, 
where several inehei of oil Jn a 
pan under a machine burst Into 
flames. CapL Frank H. Seward said 
that although the fire was difficult 
lo reach, it was extinguished with 
only minor damage. 

A call to Cottage street where 
rubbish was reported burning at 
6.16 o’clock, proved needless. 


expenses, facilitated / immediate 
response. The alarm was sounded 
at 10:10 o'clock and the blaze waa 
under control in leas than an hour. 
The department left the scene ahort- 
ly before 4 o'clock Sunday morning, 
leaving a line of hose and a watch¬ 
man on the scene. The final sparks 
were extinguished in a sawdust pile 
yesterdsy afternoon. 

The fire was confined mostly to 
the sswmill jand wordworking plant, 
Congdon explained. He itated that a 
large quantity df lumber burned, the 
mill building being entirely leveled. 
Also destroyed was the Deisel 
engine which furnished power for 
yie mill, and several barrels of fuel 
olL 

A serious; hazard to the lives of 
firemen and spectators was caused 
when flatoeg approached a 1000-gal¬ 
lon oil storage tank. Due to quick 
work by the fire fighters the tank 
did not explode or burst A woman, 
who had Wdrmp! her way through 
the firb line* to get a •’better loo** 
at act!11ties, became hysterics! when 
she w$s unsuccessful In efforts U 
climb $ high fence when she wu |I. 
formed of the danger. 

wre laid |o 
water to the scene. y 0t | r 
were used to pump wit*r 
he brook nesr the Eddy (4* 
y plant, frorrijwhlch 2400 fe*♦ 
of hose were laid. The line ran u$. 
der the railroad track in its courts 
from [the brook to the mill, a 
dlitante of a quarter of a mile, 'a 
total <>f 1600 feet of hoic wu Uifl 
from the hydrant at the corner *f 
Curtis avenue and Horton street. 1 

FireJ Chief Alfred H. Koltoni|| 
•aid yesterday that the cause of iije 
fire could not be determined. It w| t 
understood, however, that Sheriff 
Roy H. Leonard would be asked 4> 
conduct an investigation. 

State Fire Marshal Francis Regjn 
of Montpelier was in Rutland yesteH 
day. but It could not be ascertained 
whether he was here In connection 
with the lumber mill blaze. 

Aakkd yesterday whether he is. 
tended to rebuild the sawmill, Cont. 
don said, "I certainly do!" 

Flrejrnen yesterday pointed io the 
fact that a southwest wind and dry 
weather combined with the lumbfr 
mill fire might have proved much 
more dangerous to nearby building 
In addition to throwing sparks ovfr 
the city. 

A large quantity of sawdust, waste 
slabs ind edgings in the area of t$e 
sawmill also became ignited, add.i|| 
to thelduration of the fire. 


Two) lines of hose 

bring 
engim 
from 














































JUNE 16, 1941 


Two Men Burned, 

. 1 1 jt • ^ ' 

One Fatally, In 
"Rutland Fire 


MAY 8, 1941 
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t Messier, 27, Bur¬ 
lington, Dies in Hospital", 
Wayne Devercaux, Fair 
/Haven, in Bad Condition. 

/ -- 

Blazing Gas 

Firemen Work for an Hour 
to Keep Flames From 12,- 
OQOCallon Storage Tank; 
Traffic Halted Half Hotfr. 

Uvrfne* \f«‘»ler. 27. of Bartlnf- 
« truck driver for the Northern 
0 il company. Inc., died at 1:20 
i^lrck yesterday mornihg at Hut- 
Urvi hospital of. burns sustained 
SitMiday morning about 11:15 
#hen gisoliae eaught -Are while 
I .tt was being 1 transferred from one 
truck to another outside of the 
eit company's station at Center 

HutUnd. < , 

Wayne Devereau^t, 27, of Fait 
H*\en. driver for the Davis Trans*- 
p^rutton company of Rutland, Is 
ta Rutland hospital under tredt- 
pxnt for severe burns sustained 
tn the v»me ft re which destroyed 
o*e truckj dsmagerd another and 
consumed approximately 500 gal- 
tou of gasoline. 

Firemen from Rutland and West 
Rutland fought the Afe for . an 
hour, protec Vint adjoining property 
an 4 preventing the flames from 
reaching a 12 . 000 -f allon storage 
tank* partly filled irith gasoline. 

the clouds of black smoke and 
>4 Rich billowed upward at¬ 
tracted Wide attention and hun¬ 
dred* tyt motorists went to the 
Kene. T«afttc on the Gateway road. 
wVre the oil company station Is 
located, was Interrupted for half an 
hour./ ^ 

M / Vehicle Inspectors Ray C. 
Nei vh and Harold S. Pultar-wam- 
• 4 a lists not to drive past the 
vt the fire lent the gasoline in 
storage tank, which is partly 
M rd in the ground, or the truck 
t 4 nk« explode. 

T\e heat became so Intense that 
!#•*#* on shrubbery, at the home 
»f J *hn FI if jo, 150 feet east of 
ix# seen# of the blaze, were shriv- 

t>d hv it. 

Pt igo and his family moved some 
of th#,r furniture out of their home 
a nil left it for a lime. 

Sf > rr *1 loud reports which were 
heard bv bystandtrs gave rise to 
ryw-i* that receptacles of gasoline 
had 'exploded but Jt was explained 
later lhat these noises were due 
to rvjperheated tires on the trucks 
bk**ing up. 

No me was Injured except the 
hre truck drivers. 

Just before the fire flared up a 
fcvii Transportation company tank 
truck, 'carrying about 3000 gallons 
of gasoline and In charge of Dev- 
♦rtaux. had driven up to the North¬ 
ern Oil company plant and bad 
com* to a slop between a Northern 
Oil company trpek and the big 
tSrrage tank beside which was a 
pump which is a part of the sta¬ 
tion equipment. t 

The trucks were"* parked a few 


feet east of the station building, 
a alucco structure, which sustained 
no damage from the Are except 
that a few panes of glass were 
cracked or broken. 

The pump hod been started and 
jMoline Wat* being transferred from 
the Da via truck into the Northern 
company truck, according to R. L 
Davis, owner of the transportation 
company, when there w sm a aud- 
don flare up and flames aoon shot 
high In the air. 

Measier and Devereaux, who are 
believed to have been atanding near 
the trucks, were immediately en¬ 
veloped in flames. With their cloth¬ 
ing ablaze, they ran from the acene 
in opposite directions. Devereaux 
was aoon discovered by’ Steve 
Gzjchcr, who lives on the West Proc¬ 
tor road, a few hundred toet north 
erf the gasoline station. Czchor 
rushed him to the haapHal where 
Dr. Francis X. Quigley attended 
him. 1 • • 

Messier rushed out Into the Gate¬ 
way road. Bystanders smothered 
the flame* In hi* clothing and ha 
was tMcen to t* hospital whore Dr. 
F. J. ♦ Snwlinokl gave hkn first okt 
Dr. Edward X Hinds taler ^tending 
h im- 

• Matter «m btdly burned over 
nearly hit entire body tad Me n, 
or rery from the fliet wee doubtful. 

De v areeux'a bum*, of eeoood de- 


to hie len hand* end fece. It ie be- 
Moved tbet he will recover unleei 
hxtocUcn teta In. 

Both the Rutland «d W«et.Rut¬ 
land fire de*)4rtn*onti reecbed the 
eerly. Strtn«in* two line* o t 
each 1000 feet tn tencth. the 


Rutland department pumped water 
from the Clarendon Springs .tream. 
parking the two pumper* near the 
highway brtd«e. ao*ne dl*lance to the 


To*" nozzle*. which emit water 
In a fine spray, were used on both 
hones. thia type of noale being es¬ 
pecially useful In fighting gasoline 
fire*. Chief Alfred H. Koltoneki 
said. - By means of throe streams 
.and two other* pumped by the Wert 
(UHlund Are department from a 
point In the brook nearer the Are, 
the Airmen were able to wnother the 
gaoolirte blaze and keep, the big 
storage tank tuffkctenUy cool no that 
the gasoline atored In tt did not catch 
Are. The quantity stored in the 
tank at the time could not be ascer¬ 
tained last night. 

The gasoline that wae In the tank* 
at the Davis truck did nbt catch 
Are nor did the few hundred gal- 
loru that had been transferred to 
the tank of the Northern Oil com¬ 
pany vehicle although the latter 
truck waa reduced to a maos of 
twisted metal, except tor the tank 
Itself, which w** blackened and 
bent but still held oil 

The damage to the Davis truck 
collated principally in km of the 
Urea and U was driven away on Ha 
own power, the owner said. 

The body ot Meaater wa* taken to 
hla home yesterday by an under 
taker from Newport, that city tor 
marly haying been his home. Mes¬ 
sier la survived by his wife and two 
children. Devereeux also has 
a wife, haring been married «tly a 

trtr months. n . \. . I , {; 

_ • 1 






RR. Storage 

Shed Gutted 

- € 

VYt 

Fire of Umlctcrmlyf<l Origin 
Destroys 50-Foot-jjjbng Build¬ 
ing. 

t j ; 

Oil and creosotc-fe^A ames gut¬ 
ted an Iron and lurnfrm;,Storage shed 
In the yards of the Rgjlind railroad 
i yesterday afternoon ^hvidlng on# 

I of the most apectacul# Area in this 
city In recent years. V,*4*h#! Are. of 
undetermined origin, ^i/a* discov¬ 
ered, Tiy a railroad r J^doye about 
i o'clock, and flreme ylworked for 
nearly an hour and a khlf before it 
• was Anally extinguia 'jC 

The building wai a^i.il Joxi. but 
MlirfiilM at the dafJR^e wrought 
Could not be rrtitalne J from either 
railroad officials or A v department 
oflicrrs la>t night J*. 

The presence of a ( Arge »t/»rage 
tank for acetylene and a pipe 
line running clone ti£‘thr »ide of 
j the burning buildm K caused the 
Iflreftien momenta of i^kioui worry, 
but .a xtfiing south Jhd aided In 
keeping flames from aching this 
danger ai^it. 

A half dozen empt freight cars 
standing on the tra beside the 
building were b.*JIytorched be¬ 
fore, flremen arrived.^ 

| TTie Are broke out » 

"it was impressible to 
hold it to Die one sh 


of the 10 Are hoses in J 


iddenly that 
more than 
and several 
were pUy- 
the freight 


i ed bn lumber piles 

cars,In the vicinity. JJV# 

| White the blaze waj Its height, 
j other members of tj| deparUnent 
were fighting a Are jS/Cenler Rut¬ 
land, where a barn ^fll of lumber 
burned for nearly fwi, hour*, 
i Heavy clouds of j:d«*nse black 
j smoke billowed overt Jlfe downtown 
, area, attracting hunrf|tlcl* to a Are 
j Chiff Alfred H. Ko|e|ruiki termed 
Jthe ' worst since the ijtrand Are" of 
last year, when the ilttand theater 
ion Wales street w^fJ^gutted. All 


roads leading to the 
' med by aulomobil 
children and late 
j P*r^ scurried to the 
were established byr 
lund^r Chief WlllL 
msr|pr workers and 
thehnidst of the A 

In investigation 3 
the Ire was planned 
irif t>y Chief Kolton 
of the railroad. 

T venty-six men f 
par^netu Joined wii 
railroad shops and 
ner jcompsny’s fou„ 
degfor to quell the 
the Q0 Are hoses w_ 
Are^ien. fouc by the 
ers Jsnd two more 
the J flames from th 


were Jam 
and school -1 
tnofin shop- 
5e. Fire lines 
|llce officers! 

Fox. but| 
(ters were In 
en. 

> cause of 
this mom- 
|jand officials 

the Are de- 
^en from the 
Patch-Weg- 
[ in their en- 
|ze. Four of 
I used by the 
Vlrood work- 
played on 
dry roof. 


Center Rutland 
Axel and Erne 
^ett street burn 
s, surging at 
er taken from 
hou^e and stored ins 
tc efforts of A 
ne from Rutla 
town Areflgh 
to It* station 
t No estknaU 
available. 


Id 
by 
Bar 
hou 
l urn > 
hou u 
des; a 
eng 
lara 
tun 
nirf 
waj 


I bam owned 
)ison of 55 
for several 
o'clock, as 
tom-down 
smouldered 
tn. The one 
[aiding Rut- 
1 did. not re- 
m 7:30 last 
I th# damage 


OCTOBER 11, 1940 

Roy L. Pratt Home 

Damaged By Flames 

A firr bn.kr out at 7 o'clock y«- 
tord.iv morning in the home of Rt*y L 
IVatt of 79 street No ruie * •• 

m the house when the blare started 
.♦* Pratt, who lives alone, had gone 
i,» work. Hr is employed a> a cook 
,,l Horans cafe. Neighbors turned 
in the alarm and telephoned the Rut¬ 
land Are department 

Chief Alfred H Kollun*ki said that 
lh* Are started in Pratts bedroom 
iid A.one* >*ept up through the ted- 
add into the attic. Firemen umh! 
both a booster line and a hydrant 
*tie.«m 'o* extinguish the bla/e. winch 
under control us an hour Chief 
Koltonski estimated that m.ue than 
5:100 damage had been d«»ne. 
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• f one man and »/rUudr "^rned'^no^r" 1 ^^^ ^• V RnJu^ r H ’ , [ r V rd h L‘ he flre 0,41 «••* the life 
the flee, one ef which wu wuify d“t^ed ^”£wl ^l»^^‘ ***»• *"**• *>“™* »« 
ef two truck. b.med l„ pr.rlou ll"e. Y“’ta U.. ^ r wt to U P *»“*•• Wreck. 

4 P*rtljr-fllle<!, lf.M0-r«Jlon rtereee tank fen. '!£j£Z£jHJ [ P /*', r,ranm to keep 

blutDc fuoUno w M „ Intense thlt It Utfelt^ £•*•■•'*■»* from the 

■nUl the combined efforts ef the RotUnff and kJidh,^ **, t f nk for 4,rao « an hour, 

control. • • mm W«.t Botlknd fire department, bfoofht the fUmej nnder 






Ten Children 
Escape Fire 


■ Flames Do Damage at Two i 
Family Flat Over Gtxxhpcedl 
Store on South Main St. 


Ten children, belonging to two 
I families, were carried to safety 
jlate last night when their flat, 
.above R W. Gondspeed’s grocery 
|More at South Mam and Cold River 
road, rAiujhl fire from an over-1 
I healed chimney 'Hie flat wa< oc< U-1 
j pied h.v the families of Walter 
Brown and Hoy Dawson The chil¬ 
dren range in age between 10 
years and eight months 
11m fire was discovered by Mrs 
Walter Brown about 11 o’clock, 
she said, and burned for about 20 1 
minutes before it was extinguished! 
by the Rutland Kirc departnegt ! 
It was ronflned to a rear room of! 
the apartment, burning through the 
floor of the apartment arid thei 
ceiling of the store below in the 
vicinity of the chimney, 

Mrs. Brown, mother of six chll- 

U, rC L n -* , rushrd 10 lh * nearby Motor 
Vehicles headquarters when she 
I discovered the Arc. and Chief 1#J 

1?^ V ^ C a Smilh * WUh ,n *^* 

I tor Neil Ward, responded after 
notifying firemen. 

Smith and Ward carried several 
or the children from the second ( 
floor apartment before firemen ar- 
rived. 

R. W. Coodspeed e.lim.ied prob- 
•ble damages at *150 |..t nighl. The 
two fam.liri were in bed or nre- 
P-irins for bed when the flrc broke 

rT’* . Br £ wn children .re John. 
Richard, Rosemary. Charlotte. An- 

d r rC M *"' d J M8r «“ ret Ann. Children 
<>r Mr. and Mr«. Dawion are Rll 
Mary. Emily. Robert and Jo.ephlne! 
One of the Diwson children was 
not at home at the time. 




JANUARY 13, 1941 

Damage of $1000 Done 
By Fire in Post Street 

Home Set By Hot Ashes 


Damage estimated «t *1000 reaulted 
from a Are at 120 Post street at 5.50 
o'clock Saturday morning caused, Are 
department officials reported, when 
hot ashes were placed in a wooden 
container In a back room of the house 
which is owned by Luigi Ferraro. 

The Are had eaten its way through 
a floor and was spreading to the attic 
roof when Aremen arrived In re¬ 
sponse to a box alarm. The ash con¬ 
tainer had been placed in a room on 
the second floor, Aremen reported. 

Personal property of Edward Doty 
on the second floor and of Ray Perron 
on the Arst floor was damaged In the 
blaze. 

Firemen also responded to three 
chimney Ares over the week-end. the 
*?['\l** o'clock Saturday rooming 
•J ** Meadow street, the second at 

h.^i oclock s * tui **y night at T7 
Harrison avenue and the third at 1:56 
o clock Sunday morning at 211 South 
Main street 

A flooded oil burner was the reason 
for a call to 136 Lincoln avenue at 
0:09 o clock Saturday night No dam¬ 
age was reported. 








































City Council, by 7 to 2 Vote, 
Removes Fireman G. R. Hal I 


pijmisjal From Depart¬ 
ment Follows Finding of 
Guilty on Two Charges 
by Mayor Temple. 

i vote of seven to twn, the 
XatUnd city council last night voted 
ajt Cordon R, Hall r.f Harrington 
jfffiue he removed from the Hut- 
jpA Tire department, after a hear- 
U| In which the mayor arid the 
J|tjt aldermen present found him 
rtJtty of two Charges of violating 
jipiriment regulations. 

T^rre » .«* stjMratr voting on each 
d the three charges brought by 
gjyor TrrM-lc upon receipt of a 
f *rpl»i n t ? ! ' m * ,r *‘ Chief Alfred 
K Kstton«ki and Kr..rik If. Seward 
»rt*nd assistant rh;»*f 
B» a iinaf*.mous v de the roun- 
t&rt» present found Hall guilty 
tf the first charge nf being jn an 
atoiicited condition while on duty 
# December 2-V 1543. 

By • vote of eight yes to one no. 

•V council f iund Hall guilty of the 
Hand charge of leaving the fire 
itiUon without permission, while, 

M rti supposed to have been on ! 

On the third charge, that of bring- 

M toloilrttinK llq , UOr int °, ,he " rr i - —‘ nraring, me nr*t un 

rtU»". ihe r.mnr.lmen returned » der the provUlon* of the newly 
f rtfdict of not guilty by a vote of —- * * - - y 

Iff to fs»ur r 

T*« Anil vote, on the question of 
luminal, was seven to two. 

Ball, 1 member of the department 
hr 14 yean, had admitted drinking 
while on duty and leaving the sta- 
^oa while tie w as supposed to be on 
lily, bflj maintained that he was 
th« senior member of the depart¬ 
ment on the job at the time and was 


When the trucks were r.il>d about 
I 30 o'clock j»i the intersection of 
Church and North streets Hall le* 
9 ponded without coat or hat and 
stayed on the truck surrounded by 
youngster?, without assuming his 
duties as senior member, it was 
stated In testimony. Later he was 
ordeted to remain in the station 
while the equipment responded to a 
call from Madison street and had 
difficulty in understanding tele¬ 
phone messages. Chief Seward or¬ 
dered him to leave the station at 
about 3 o’clock In the afternoon and 
some of the firemen stated that Hall 
was staggering at that time. 

Hall stated that he appeared at 
the station the next day and was 
told by the department chief that he 
was through as far as Koltonskl 
was concerned. Koltonskl denied 
that he had later tried to withdraw 
(he charges, upon questioning by 
Clayton H, Kinney, who was pres¬ 
ent ns Hall’s attorney. 

In presenting a plea In Hall’s 
case, Kinney staled that the ac¬ 
cused Xtreman hud admitted the 
charne of misconduct as far as 
drinking on duty was concerned, 
that he had been sufliciently punish¬ 
ed, that It would not hnppen again, 
that he wished to be rc-lrvstated and 
that he felt he wns entitled to pay 
beyond a suspension period of two 
weeks. 

Mayor Wayne N. Temple presided 
at last night’s hearing, the first un¬ 
der th# provisions of the newly- 
revised city charter. Aldermen Her- 
mon K. Sherburne, jr, John A. M 
Hlniman, Harry M. Johnson. J. Fred 
Carbine. Harry E. Rice, Edward G. 

C. Smith 


McClnllen. jr.. Esmc A. - 

and William H. Foley were present. 
Henry F. Battles acted as clerk, and 
a stenographer wos present to re¬ 
cord the proceedings. 

Absent were Aldermen William 
... . . . ... .... T. Slnjonds, James J. Donnelly and 

privileged to do *o. MU fl*ht lo HollIs u upland. 

leave without permission was Under the charter the city coun 


denied by Chief Koltonskl and 
Deputy Chief Seward, who claimed 
that permission of Capt. Percy K. 
Wood at Station 2 ahould have been 
obtained. Testimony also showed 
that Chief Koltonskl had left the 
station at 10:30 o’clock on the morn¬ 
ing of Christmas Day. and that 
Deputy Chief Seward, who was to 
have had the day off. was called In 
because the department was short- 
: nandc4 on that day. Fred Savage. 
Hall's senior In #rvice. hod gone to 
dinner when H£) left the station, 
uccording to the accused man s ad- 


cll has power, by affirmative vot< 
of seven, to suspend or dismiss i 
member of the fire department. 

JANUARY 194# 


mission. 




Colled upon 10 testify in support 
of the charges by City Attorney 
Milford K. Smith in addition to 
Chief Koltonskl and Deputy Chief 
Seward were Firemen George F 
Regan. Fred Savage. Robert picuccl, 
Frank Flory and Robert Gauthier. 

The* testimony as related indicated 
that Hall had reported for work on 
the morning of December 23 after 
having had the previous day off. 
and that his condition was “all right” 
at that time. Later in the day, he 
showed signs of drinking. One mem¬ 
ber of the department stated that 
‘ Hall, seated at a table In the kitchen 
of the station, had before him a pint 
whiskey bottle. Around noon tie left 
the station. 


tftiDNESDAY MORNING, SEPTEkBER 30, 1942. 


Six Pe/sonsjlflcludmg A Baby 
EndangeretrBy Mysterious Fire 



Fire which started in • myster¬ 
ious manner from two fuel oil bar¬ 
rels, which, the owner, Samuel 
Ezio, said were empty, caused dam¬ 
aged estimated at $600 to $600 last 
night to a two-family frame house 
at 77 Harrison avenue and menaced 
the Uvea, of six persons, including 
four small children, one a babe in 
arms. 

The children and their mothers. 
Mrs. Bernard Vondette of West 
Rutland and Mrs. Ezzo. were In a 
room on the main floor of the 
dwelling, barely 20 feet from the 
rear piazza where the barrels were 
located, when flames suddenly shot 
into the air, eating their way rapid¬ 
ly through the petitions above to 
the roof. 

Firemen from the central station 
who answered a telephone call, be¬ 
fore an alarm wai sent In from box 
17, Baxter stree^ and Library ave¬ 
nue, to summon the uptown com¬ 
pany, call men and Ihe auxiliary 
firemen, stated that flames were 
surging through Ihe roof when they 
reached the scene. 

Meanwhile Mrs. Vondette and 
Mrs. Ezzo had rushed their children, 
two in each family, to safety in a I 
parked automobile standing some 
distance away. Euo and Vondette 
were In a room on the second story, 
the latter examining the vacant 
apartment with the possibility of 
renting Jt, when they heard some 
persons shout ’’Fire" and immediate¬ 
ly saw the reflection of flames 
through a window. 

Firemen poured water into the 
rear of the building for 20-minutes 
before the flames were extinguish¬ 
ed. So intense was the heat that 
paint was blistered and newly-ap¬ 
plied varnish became soft in rooms 
at the front of the house, well re¬ 
moved from the seat of the fire. 

Firemen, assisted by bystanders, 
moved all furniture from the 
diningroom and living room of the 
lower apartment and covered fur¬ 
niture of a bedroom with tarpaulins, 
thus preventing damage. 

Euo, a mechanic, stated that he 
purchased the house from the Mar¬ 
ble Savings bank less than two 
weeks ago and had spent his even- | 
ings of late papering the walls and 
touching up the paint of the interi¬ 
or. He had moved in only a portion 
of his furniture. He had not yet 
taken out any insurance on the 
house but it is believed that the 
bank had coverage. 

Ezzo said that he had no idea 
hqw the fire started. He insisted 
that the oil barrels were empty. He 
had lighted an oil burner in a liv¬ 
ing room stove for purposes of 
warmth some time before. 

Ezzo and Vondette had barely left 
Ihe lower floor and gone upstairs 
to look over the room when the 
ffte broke out. Mrs. Ezzo. Mrs. Von¬ 
dette and their children, one of Mrs. 
Ezzo’s an infant, were waiting be¬ 
low when the rear piazza, visible 
through a window from where the 
women stood, suddenly was illum¬ 
inated by fire. 

Bystanders said that there was a 
slight explosion a few seconds after 
the fire was first seen which seem¬ 
ed to Increase the intensity of the 
flames. This, firemen believe, miy 
have been caused by oil fumes in 
one of the barrels becoming ignited. 

Fire department heads were' con¬ 
ducting an investigation last night 


into the cause of the fire. Chief Al¬ 
fred H. Koltonskl stated that his 
men found a five-gallon can, partly 
filled with kerosene on the blaxxa 
where the barrel* were located. 


SEPTEMBER 24, 1941 


Fire Caused by 
Torch Damages 
Altobell Home 1 

nd v»' 

— 

Fire which started while a paint¬ 
ers torch was being used on the 
exterior of the building, caused lots 
estimated at between $300 and $400 
to the home of Anthony Altobell, 
34 Meadow street, shortly after 2 
o'clock yesterday afternoon. An | 
alarm vfas sounded from box 54 and 
firemen jwho responded to the sum-1 
mo ns used t small-diameter hose 
to exUnguish the flames. 

Chief Alfred V. Koltonski stated 
that the fire, apparently started by 
the torch which was being used lo 
bum off paint, crept upward 
through | partitions Into the aftlc of 
the houie, where some damage was 
done to/beams. There also was loss 
from /moke which poured out nf the ' 
garrttt, attracting the attention of 
paasersby. 

The firemen were at the scene for 
nearly a half hour. 


Tries To Mail 
Letters, Calls 
Out Firemen 


Aj If the firemen hadn’t had 
enough excitement yesterday In 
quenching a large blare on (’en¬ 
ter street, an elderly gentleman, 
slightly befuddled, attempted to 
post a letter In fire box 46 at 
Stole and Grove streets In the 
morning and rang an alarm that 
called out three engines from 
the central fire station. 

J. Harvey Noe of-Grove street, 
an eyewitness to the Incident, 
noticed the man fumbling with 
the fire bo^ with />ne hand 
while hi* other hand held sev¬ 
eral letters. Almost at the same 
instant the fire alarm rang out 
over the city. 

Questioning the aged man, 
Noe reported .that he said he 
was trying to post his letters. 
Noe pointed out the rather grave 
error the man was making and 
the elderly resident, hearing the 
din of the approaching engines, 
promptly left the scene with 
considerable alacrity. 

A* the fire engines crowded 
Into the Intersection of State 
and Grove streets, with ho blaz¬ 
ing building in sight. Noe ex¬ 
plained the situation to the fire¬ 
men. Aid in clearing up the 
wild goose chase was also giv¬ 
en by Fireman Thomas G. Ross, 
who happened to be driving 
past when the aged man was at¬ 
tempting to mail hLs letters, and 
had atdpped to answer the non¬ 
existent alarm. 
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SATURDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 28, (942. 


THURSDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 27, 1941. 




S' Hemld Photo. 

ToiU ora hoolUy thrown oorr nlfht clothe and wtthin a few mln- 
oloa lha calm of a neighborhood aolerp u replaced by the excitement 
routed by aeorea of eurloui .petition, at a fire at midnight. Photo 
.howa the arena eaHy yeoterday morning ao flame, deatroyed a amall 
playhoaae at IU Sooth Main .treet and threatened an adjoining garage 
until e.tlngolahed by the fire department. 








MARCH 1, 1941 


Fire Damages 
Greeno Home 
On Stratton Rd. 


Fire, which damaged a house oc¬ 
cupied by Harold P. Greeno at 72 
Stratton road, threatened to reach 
serious proportions before it waj 
extinguished by Rutland firemen 
yesterday afternoon. 

Starting at 1:44 o’clock, according 
to Deputy Chieirlfcilph R. Bean the 
blaze was caused by careless use 
of matches or by careless smoking 

It broke out in a small closet lo¬ 
cated in a second-story bedroom 
and after fanning out through the 
room spread into the attic. 

Bean said that one wall and a 
door leading into the bedroom were 
charred by the flames, while several 
articles of clothing and bed linen 
were damaged. 

Members of the dcparU^ent used 
streams of water from two booster 
lines to extinguish the blaze. 

A chimney fire broke out in the 
home of Harley 1. Ormaby of 19 
Pine street yesterday noon. The 
blaze resulted in no damage as fire¬ 
men 1 made quick work of it with the 
aid of a garden hose. 

A needless alarm was turned In 
by occupants of an apArlment build¬ 
ing on Williams street yesterday 
morning at 11:55 o'clock. 


Open Probe 
Into Fire 


Vacant Building on Wales St. 
Damaged by Blaze, Which Is 
Called “Incendiary.” 

Fire, which Chief Alfred H. Kol- 
tonskt branded as "definitely incen¬ 
diary in origin," damaged a vacant 
one and one-half story frame build¬ 
ing at lfl Wales street shortly after 
noon yesterday and dast night a 
two-fold Investigation of the bl*ze 
was being conducted by city and 
state officials. 

The blaze originated on the 
ground floor of the building In the 
vicinity of a stove and had been 
smouldering for several hours be¬ 
fore It was discovered and an alarm 
sounded. Firemen quickly extin¬ 
guished the blaze and damage was 
estimated at $150 by department 
officers. 

While Are department officials 
were questioning various residents 
in the vicinity of the building which 
is located on the East side of the 
street. State Detective Almo B. 
Franzoni of this city opened a sep¬ 
arate investigation and it was ex¬ 
pected that he fcould be joined to¬ 
day by Deputy State Fire Marshal 
Frank Reagan. 

Meanwhile State's Attorney 
Thotnas F. Mangan ordered a po¬ 
lice guard posted about the build¬ 
ing and all but investigating offi¬ 
cers were refused admittance. 

Although all officials co-operat¬ 
ing in the investigation were close¬ 
mouthed about the afTair, The Her¬ 
ald learned considerable evidence 
was discovered to back up Koltnn- 
ski’s assertion that the fire was of 
incendiary origin. 

Several small bundles of kero¬ 
sene-soaked newsprint were found 
stuffed In cracks in the partitions 
and a "streamer"—kerosene-soaked 
rope—leading from several candles 
also was found. 

The building was occupied for 
some time by a bakery but had been 
vacant Xor the past several Weeks. 

Yesterday morning occupants of 
several business establishments in 
the vicinity saw smoke escaping 
from the building but paid little 
heed since it was presumed a fire 
had Just been started in a long un¬ 
used stove. 

However, when the smoke grew 
dense shortly after noon a telephone 
alarm was sounded and at 12:55 
o'clock the siren summoned all' 
available apparatus to the scene due 
to its proximity to other larger 
buildings. 

The narrow street was choked 
with Are fighting equipment for 
nearly half an hour and traffic was 
diverted. 

The building (j owned by Raf- 
faele Abatlell of Strongs avenue. 


Llo^d Gabco 
Electrocuted 
In RR Yards 

~T“ 

Naval Recruiting Officer’s 
Son, 13, Dies Instantly 
Aftef Fall Into Pit. 

Revival ^or,s Fall 

-> 

Youth 1 ! Body Found in Pit 
by R >ad Employes Short¬ 
ly A ter Noon Accident. 

Instant out death from rlectrocu- 
Uon strut c 13-yearjold Lloyd Gabco 
of Gibson avenue after contact with 
live wlrei as the result of what ap¬ 
parently raj an accidental fall into 
the locon olive transfer tabic pit in 
the Rutl; nd railroad yardl yester¬ 
day noon 

There rere no known witnesses 
to the iri gedy. 

Flreme \ were c tiled as soon as 
the pligl t of the youth was dis¬ 
covered. They worked over the 
victim ar hour will the oxygen re- 
suscitatoi In a futile effort to restore 
life, unti Dr. T. f. McGarry pro¬ 
nounced he boy dead. 

The yo ith is the son of Mr, and 
Mrs. Mic tael Gabco of 118 Gibson 
avenue, 'he youthfs father, who is 
attached o 'the local Navy recruit¬ 
ing offici , was called to the scene 
after the boy’s identity had been 
tentatively established by papers in 
his pock< t The grief-stricken, par¬ 
ent confined the identification. 

The b<*r*s body Was found in the 
pit by C tarlcs Alexander, railroad 
employe, and Wajrne Clark, fore¬ 
man of he engine house. Eric G. 
Eklund, ^superintendent of motive 
power <M the railroad, said last) 
night 

Railroi d employes lifted the 
youth oil of the t pit and carried 
on the irone pressure method of 
resuscita ion In the interim before 
the flreu en arrived. 

A tola of 440 vqlts from a three 
phase ci xuit are j used to operate 
the elect lc motor that switches the 
“transfer Jabte dp aind down the pft. 

Gabco^ body was found In the 
narrow space between a rail and 
the cemlpt edge of the pit and in 
contact with al least part of the 
three wites. The damp earth from 
melting {snow is believed to have 
acted a? a ground and facilitated 
the elec rical conduction. 

The b< y is believed to have been 
crossing the yardi as a short cut. 
He was pupil in; the eighth grade 
at St P ter's school, and belonged 
to Trooj 4 of the Boy Scouts. 

Wheth ir other boys were with 
Gabco the limp, and fled from 
fright a fer the accident was not 
known. 

Dr. Mi Garry said that there were 
burns o i both hapids and one leg 

Firem n who operated the resus- 
citator li eluded Deputy Chief Ralph 
R. Bean Capt. James Rice. George 
F. Regai , Frank J* Flory, Edward I. 
Earle ar ! John Kent 

Besid< \ his parents the youth Is 
survive* by his brother. Michael. 
Jr„ and wo slstersl Loretta and Nor- 
rine. T|e body taken to New 
this morning 
will be held 
Sacred Heart 
morning with 





































































The balmy week-end weather may 
have given moat UutUnders an 
opportunity to enjoy apnng fever 
but for the Aro department it was 
Just one grass Are fter another. 

The department put out eight 
gra&a or brush fires on Saturday 
and Sunday and in addition ex¬ 
tinguished a blaze in a cupboard 
and put out a threatening barn fire. 
Only minor damage wai reported 
in the cupboard fire, which wkt at 
24 East street late yesterday. Satur¬ 
day night it 10:30 o'clock the fire 
department wai called to put out a 
rubbish fire beside a barn at 194 
1 Columbian avenue. 

Damage was reported to the barn 
and a. truck stored inside before the 
blase was quenched. The grass or 
brush fires Saturday were at Lin- 
ooln, Kingsley and Curtis avenues 
and on Sunday at Lincoln avenue. 
Park street. Pine hill Sute street 
and Park street again. A chimney 
| fire was put out at 2fi0 West street 
Saturday. 


0 Herald Photos. 

Ali least seven families with 
almoit 40 persons live In this 
tenement on Church street at 
William* street, owned by Mrs. 
Rerlbs M, Chstterton of North 
street, which stands next to. a 
house where Rutland firemen 
yesterday morning stopped what 
might have been a disastrous 
fire. A fire truck stands In the 
foreground while smoke and a 
corner of the burning house 
may; be seen at right. Other 
phottM show the house, with 
smoke pouring from the cel¬ 
lar where a large quantity of 
waste paper had been stored. 
Escaping gaa from a pipe that 
melted through in the basement 
added to the difficulty In fight¬ 
ing the stubborn blaze. Fire¬ 
man John. Kent la shown help¬ 
ing Firemen George Regan and 
F.dwfcrd I. Earlr to get their gas 
masks oft aa they rrawl Into 
the fresh air from the smoke- 
filled cellar. Burning rlndrri 
from a chimney blaze are be¬ 
lieved to have started the fire 
In the waste paper, which was 
being baled In the basement. 
Mrs. Chstterton is owner of 
the two-family house. 
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Balmy Weather Brings 
Rush of Business to 
, Local Fire Fighters 














































RUTLAND DAILY HljRALD, THURSDAY M0RNIN6, FEBRUARY 5, 1942. 


Early Mo 
Big Dam! 
And Store: 


ning Blaze Does 
ge to Restaurant 
on Center Street 


Howe t Coffee Shop Combination Dry Goods Company 
Most Seriously Damaged But Smoke Also Seeps Into 
Drug Store and Apartments; Former Fireman Makes 
Discovery. 


A blaze which aUrta 


In the basement of Howe's Coffee shop at 


21 Center street early y :sterday momln* threatened to destroy the 
three-story brick block aijd endangered other valuable property In the 
heart of the business center. 7 

*n»e damage, estimated at many thousands of dollars, was sustained 
principally by the coffee'shop and the store of the Combination Dry 
Coods company lnc„ adjoining It on the west. Smoke, which caused 
fully as much damage a» the Are Itself, penetrated Into one or two 
0 , £f r * ,or **- °X r,c « »" d apartments In the Immediate vicinity. * 

The loss at the coffee shop was ei- 4 ~ ——■-— 

Umated at $3500. Lewis A. Salander. | V n 1i p,uml ' CM 

nr.al/4.n» t A . L ,T* WOrit ^ the floWl* *hl>p 

president of the dry goodijeompany. within two hours after ifcr Aremen 
stated that a large slock oC goods on had * c ^ 1 Mr*. McKee stated that she 
the three Aoors of the atoru was bad- ,0 be “ b,e to the 

dam.f.d by „d d..„n.d 

to make an estimate of the concerns is owned by the Flora Ifall ratate 
loss, saying merely that It was very The Combination Dry Qoorfa rom- 
heavy.** pany store was closed | yesterday 

_ pending the arrival of Insurance ad- 

The blaze, of undetermined origin, {blithe So”'will be^eobel.ed'V*,' 1 
was discovered about 5:13 o'clock urd.y reo,ened Sat- 

by Timothy Driacoll. a funner mem- _ 

ber of the Are department, who Anawerlng another ah rm Are"? 

MwspaperTn hii*room* on The f 7Z" 3 

of Rutland's flre fighting Apparatus. rw. er*™* t . < 

In spite of the early h< ur. many ncTfllild wHh .°t«m hV J I Urcl * 
people gathered st the stone. th.t"their ^rvliiTC bt i [ iC0Ve !' <S 

Handicapped by dense cloud, of jftj 
smoke. Aremen were ol liged to eva D Tr.TVTt!!l #i^T j'v b ° Y hid 
break windows In the front and rear but*lh# h » d t«n tfrawn 

of the building In order U ventilate come exTremel/ ?*. 6 1" h,d ^ 


shop before they could 4 ttack the 
fire with water. 

It was determined that the blaz* 
had Its Inception in a won en's coat- 
room, located in the bastment and 
next to the east wall of he build¬ 
ing. Some clothing which had been 
left In this small room wai destroy¬ 
ed and the flames had ci ept along 
the unfinished celling of he entire 
basement, burning timber i support¬ 
ing the flooring above t< such an 
extent that many will hav ? to be re¬ 
placed. 

The flre was of the slo /-burning 
type, firemen stated, an< this ac¬ 
counted for the heavy sr ioke. The 
basement had become sc hot that 
plumbing fixtures In the »rea were 
twisted and warped. Sone goods 
stocked by the eating p ace were 
damaged. 

Mrs. Dorothy B. McKcry manager 
of the coffee shop, staled that a 
watchman had been In tht place as 
late as 2 a. m., and the^e was no 
sign of fire then. 

The smoke stained wa)ls In the 
main dining room and kitchen on 
the ground floor and fourjd its way 
into the second floor, also used by 
the Howe shop. The ap/irtrnent of 
Mrs, Alice M. Stevers orj the third 
floor also was badly smoked. 

Firemen, using several Streams of 
water, kept the flames ctmflried to 
the restaurant basement but smoke 
rolled Into the Combine lion Dry 
Goods company store and thorough¬ 
ly permeated the stocky seriously 
affecting the two main floors and 
the basement No flamerf 01 wat#*r 
found their way into thd premises. 
Salander said. 

Considerable smoke alto entered 
the Carroll Cut Rate Drujf store, ad- 
joining the Howe shop op the east. 


‘‘“"1 *" « fn *rsted. 

In addition, the heated m*tal crack- 
ed ominously. Airmen si Id. 


Push Hunt 
For Firebug 

|Several Youths Questioned by 
Police in Effort to Solve Mys¬ 
tery of 4, Blazes. 


Although several boys were ques¬ 
tioned by police yesterday no head¬ 
way was reported last night as au¬ 
thorities sought to find the person 
or persons responsible for setting 
four fires in the downtown section 
of the city Isle Tuesday afternoon. 

Fire Chief Alfred ft. Koltonski 
said yesterday that the whole mat¬ 
ter had been turned over to the 
police and that he had no doubt an 
arsonist was responsible for the 
blares. Chief Koltonski said that It 
jeerned to him more probable that 
a man rather than a boy had set 
the fires,* all but one of which were 
found in rubbish piles behind build¬ 
ings in the downtown section. 

Most of the boys questioned yes¬ 
terday were youths who customar¬ 
ily collect waste paper from the 
buildings where the fires were dis¬ 
covered. Police Officers Geno Fran- 
ronl and Quincy Baker questioned) 
several youths yesterday while Of-1 
fleer John Dlnn questioned several' 
youths after the fires Tuesday night. 
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Police and Firemen Hunt 
Firebug Following Four 
Incendiary Blazes in City 


Blazes iff Rubbish Pi es Behind Three Stores in Business 
District and Dwelling House Garage Deliberately 
Set, Fire Officials Report; Alarms All Sounded 

Within About ao Hour. 

-d-1_ 

Four fires were UiilibnratjHy set in the city by an nrnon- 
ist yesterday afternoon, according to opinions* given last 
night by hire < liief Alfred II. Koltonski and Copt. James 
Kiec. i lie only serious datnage resulting from the four 
fires was the deal rucj ion of I he right front tire on an au¬ 
tomobile owned by Jlcnry Travers of HO Teitfplc street. 

*? !°, I after JO o clock last night, a fire of undetermined 
Origin but not connected with the incendiary blazes, dam¬ 
aged tie rear storeroom of an Hast street residebce own- 
Od by Mrs. George C|>*li*Uo to the extent of $500. 

I ttle more thn i an liior, from 4 :50,!o G:10 o'clock, 
tie fir/bug ciraulatefi through /he business district from 
Metzg'rs store on Center street to the Tuttle store on 
)> dlot ■ street, * 

I I hi first alarm came from Mrs. Frank JoAnaon of 17 
.pndisdn street, where n pi) > of rubbish at the rear of her 
tuo-cBi garage was gnitec. The blaze Mas extinguished 
by the lepnrtment at 4 :50 o’clock. 

I Shortly after 5 o clock fire broke Out in a pile of old 
y/instn as tree decor itions behind a barn on the Metzger 
propert r at JiO Center street. Travers' automobile was 
parked dose by and the fliirnrs burned the tire before 
ijremenjJrontrolled them. 

A hidf-hour lull r lsued, ^ut at 5:50 o’clock paper box¬ 
es and wrapping pap>r stacked behind the Economy store 
i. re , r , e f ortet l * b, *« Effbcilt Tuttle, a clerk in the Tuttle 
Caw 1 rlnt on Willou atree . went to the Economy store 
, e * Tetm-ned to bis pace of employment shortly 
irter 6 i clock and ftond a Ire burning behind the build¬ 
ing whi h he put ou witholut the aid of the-fire depart- 
nenL s •» 

Polite and flremeif immudiately opened an inveatiga- 
t Ion but had nothing to repert late laat night 
> The toreroom which burned fiercely for about 15 min- 

t tea wa adjacent to the Coatello kitchen. Artidea rang- 
jpg iron golf cluba o fumtnre were deatroyed and the 
kitchen waa blaekenc d with smoke. 1 

Only other fire o: the diiy started In gaaoline-aoaked 
raga being used to e ean ar automobile at 147 Crescent 
Afrtfit, {There wta nq damage. 


Smoke Attracts Crowd 

At Rubbish Blaze 

Attracted by cloud* of smoke, 
hundreds of Rutland shoppers and 
homeward-bound workers watched 
firemen extinRuish a rubbish blaze 1 
yesterday afternoon in an apart- 
ment at 15‘* Center street before 
anything more serious than moder¬ 
ate smoke damage occurred. A box 
alarm was turned in at 5:14 o’clock. 

*our pieces of fire apparatus ans¬ 
wered the call, two at Center street 
tn front of the building and two at 
Willow street in the rear. 

One fireman went up through the 
smoke-filled apartment house to the 
third floor where a rubbish contain¬ 
er was blazing He stepped out on 
the roof and threw a rope to fire¬ 
men below on Willow street. A hose 
was tied to the rope and pu'Ied up. 

The property is owned by Mrs. 

M Miner, firemen said. 


Deputy Fire Chief Fr*nk H. Sew¬ 
ard told poUce that he had seen a 
transient near the scene of one of 
the Arcs and that he ha$ questioned 
the man. Police had not uncovered 
any further evidence to indicate this 
unknown men was responsible how¬ 
ever. 

The four fires, which were report¬ 
ed in rapid?flre succession starting 
at 4:50 o'clock Tuesday afternoon, 
were at 17 Madison street, Metzger s 
store on Center street, the Economy ■ 
store on Merchants Row and the 
Tuttle Law Print building on Wil-f 
low street 

All four fires were ifi rubbish or 
Inflammable material iij the rear of 
the buildings. Little damage was 
reported although flk*e officials 
agreed that the blazes might have 
become serious if not checked in 
time. ) / 



































































Above—Smoke which did moch of the damage U the Mead 
Co mm ml 1 7 honte d nr Inc the pre-down fire tiattrday if eeen 
^ a hove u flremert were baitl Inf stubborn ember* which repeat¬ 
edly bunt into flame* aroond the dormer window* on the his¬ 
toric buildings top floor. The white-coated flfnre at the top of 
the ladder Is Pepoty Chief Ralph Bean, puahlng a hose U the 
man appearing In the window for nse inalde. 


Fire Damage 
Set at $7500 


Loose Connection in Fuse Box 
Seen Cause of Community 
House Bbzc. 


The board of governors of Ihe 
Mead Community house, of which 
Wilbert E. Burditt is chairman, are 
awaiting the arrival today of insur¬ 
ance adjuster* from Montpelier be¬ 
fore taking steps to arrange for the 
extensive repairs that will be neces¬ 
sary as result of the early-morning 
fire which sWept through a part of 
the three-story building Saturday, 
causing loss estimated by Fire 
Chief Alfred ,11. Roltonski at $7500. ’ 
The fire started, according to 
Chief Koltoniki, who conducted an 
investigation bf the matter after the 
blaze had beetn.extinguished, from a 
loose connection In a fuse box in the 
boiler room In the basement 
The fire thfn followed a partition 
on the south side of the building 
upward to th* third story where the 
flames "mushroomed." attacking the 
woodwork to such an extent that a 
hole was burned through the roof 
at the southwest corner of the struc¬ 
ture and some of the larger timbers 
were ruined. I 


The partition most seriously af¬ 
fected by the flames formed the 
south wall of a small dining room 
on the ground floor and the office of 
the Congregational church on the 
second, floor. None of the furnish¬ 
ings in these rooms was reached by 
the flames but there was some dam¬ 
age by smoke and water ns the fire¬ 
men were obliged to tear up floor¬ 
ing in order to get water to t^c Arc 

There was little in the woy of fur¬ 
nishings on the top floor so that loss 
there was confined to walls and cell¬ 
ing. The northern half of the build¬ 
ing was affected somewhot by smoke 
but no fire reached It 

Members of the Community house 
governing board spoke In high 
praise yesterday of the work of the 
firemen in keeping the blaze within 
the partitions and thus preventing 
much more serious damage than ac¬ 
tually was d6ne. 

Firemen, aided by Arthur John- p 
son. caretaker of the Community 
house, saved valuable church rec¬ 
ords, stored in the office used by 
Miss Louise E. Paige, secretary to 
the church pastor, the' Rev. J. Gray- 
don Brown, and also bandages and 
other materials used by the lied 
Cross, which had a workroom In the 
buildipg, and equipment used by 
the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and 
some other organizations. 

The big gymnasium, located In an 
annex on the south side of the Com¬ 
munity house, was not reached by 
the flames, nor was the main heat¬ 
ing plant damaged. 


Mr. and Mrs. Arthur D. Johnson 
and their little daughter, Gale, 
who were obliged to flee from their 
apartments on the »ecnnd floor of 
the building when the fire broke 
out. are with relatives in the city 
temporarily. 

Firemen expressed their grateful¬ 
ness to Mrs. Charles T. Quigley of 
Center street, who served the mem¬ 
bers of the force with hot coffee 
during their cold early-morning 
battle. 

Although owned by the Congre¬ 
gational church, the Community 
house is undenominational and Is 
used as a meeting place and recre¬ 
ation center by many groups. The 
gymnasium was built and the entire 
plant presented, with endowment, 
to the church by the late Gov. John 
A. Meed. 

The building was erected by the 
State Bank of Rutland, prior to 
1 M0. It later became the home of 
John B. Reynolds and family and 
was booght by Gov. Mead from 
Luclen H. McIntyre, now of Tampa, 
ns- and Rutland-In lPlk The Me- 

Intire family also used It as a res¬ 
idence. 

The structure was dedicated as a 
Community house In May, 1917. 

It Is expected that the place will 
again be made available for public 
use as soon as repairs can be com¬ 
pleted. 


FEBRUARY 19, 1943 


Fire Rekindles, 
Again Damages 
North St. House 


Fire which swept through second- 
floor rooms and sheds of a two-fam¬ 
ily house at 60 North street shortly 
after midnight yesterday morning 
causing estimated damages of $800. 
rekindled in partitions three hours 
later and aigaln raced through the 
apartment before being checked 
without much additional damage. It 
was the third sizeable blaze within a 
period of about 24 hours. 

Firemen were called for the sec¬ 
ond time and again laid lines to 
bring water against flames which 
quickly caught on charcoal and 
charred timbers. Drafts from open 
doors and windows helped the 
flames to spread. 

The rekindled Are was thought to 
have started in the shed and cover¬ 
ed about the same route that it took 
earlier. Firemen said that only a 
widespread tearing down of undam¬ 
aged partitions and walls would 
bring a complete assurance that a 
Are of that natifre could not re- 
! kindle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Cheney and 
their three children have moved 
’from their apartment on the first 
•floor, which though not burned, re¬ 
ceived smoke and water damage. 

< At 10:26 o’clock this morning fire 
apparatus was called to extinguish 
-a truck fire at the corner of Howe 
iand Franklin streets. There was 
i little damage. 

Urfie oamage. 




















































7 t ire Rs|zes }| 
Be bbin Mill 
At Mendon 


Loss of $100,000 Estimated 
Frorr BlazeWhichThreat- 
ens C olony of Houses. 


On Gc vernment Orders 


V | 

Manager Ascribes Came of 
Fire i o Sparks From Fire¬ 
box in Power House. 
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jsweeplng through a saw- 
|he White River Bobbin 
n Mendon yesterday noon 
mages estimated to ex- 
),000 before they were 
|nder control by the Rut- 
department and aco/es 
_rs. 

... at one time threatened 
it a small colony of homes 
etldes the main bobbin 
wer house and a dwell- 
by the manager, Harley 
were burned to the 
111 the structures were of 
Uructlon and burned like 
making a conflagration 
by Fire Captain James 
he hottest I ever experl- 


|ief Alfred H. Koltonski 
Rice led firemen in the 
|h the flames. Many aux- 
.jen from Rutland os well 
>ers from Mendon Joined 
tie to check the advancing 


Thousands of dollars of valuable 
bobbin machinery was lost in thfc 
flames. Manager Benware declared. 
Benware ascribed the cause of the 
Are to sparks from the firebox in 
the poweir house. The sparks are 
believed lo have fallen upon shav¬ 
ings and j spread' to other Inflam¬ 
mable material nearby. 

The sawmill, which is owned by 
C. S. Canning of Rochester, has 
largely atandoned bobbin work in 
favor of large war orders for the 
government The mill has been 
turhing olit lumber for emergency 
construction purposes. There was 
Utile finished lumber lost yesterday 
although thousands of feet of lum¬ 
ber was repeatedly in danger until 
the Are whs brought under control. 

Volunteers formed a bucket bri¬ 
gade to wet down the roofs of a 
smaller sajw house adjacent to the 
Urfcer building. Two large gather¬ 
ing tanks for maple sap, were rush 
ed, from (be nearby farm of Roy 




Crossman 
gertcy reservoirs 
brigades. 


and were used as emer- 
ior the bucket 


Engines 
laid over 
small bro 
bring a % 
Firemen 
into* a me 
a dam acr< 
cetded in 11 
supply one 


1 and 4 from Rutland 
000 feet of hose from i 
„ nearby In order to 
it earn against the flames 
drove a pumping engine 
^dow and after throwing 
•as the small brook sue* 
►cubing enough water to 
hose. 




^The powir houser caught fire first 
arid the flsmes rapidly Jumped the 
g4p to the bobbin mllL The bobbin 
mill burn< d with auch a fierce 
intensity 1 hat witnesses reported 
the dwelling of Benware literally 
burst into flames on the side to¬ 
wards the mill without any actual 
contact wit i the fife. 

Volunteei s. largely wives and 
children of the wofkera engaged In 
flkhting thi fire, carried out furni¬ 
ture from the Benware home and 
len emptU d their own dwellings as 
le flames ippeared’ to be sweeping 
forward un checked, 
iAt the height of the holocaust the 
flames Igni ed parched fields north 
o i the ibulUjlogs and firemen had to 

be dispatched to check the bpming 
grass before forest fires started In 
pine vfdods at the border if the 
,meadow. 

About a half million bobbins val¬ 
ued at, (more thari^$3000 weije lost 
i6 mill, Benware declared. 

s Included a truck, four 
lathes, two splitting ma- 
ive saws and a boultiftg saw 
ateam engines, conveyors 
boilers. 
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iperty. Estimate on the total 
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said that It might even exceed $150 
Ann vfnpk rtf machinery in th 


yeara -— - 

Ben wane declared. The 
assert** th 
no ln*iran 
mill pi 
damag 
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and logs were pll<-- — 

ygrds around the buildings. 

_ these piles were I saved. 
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government cons' 

late ho3r last nlgHt 
sawdust was still b| 
officials estimated 
days o t even weeks 
of Sawdust. 





J/21 +$ 

Three families were driven from 
their homes by fire of undetermin¬ 
ed origin which nearly destroyed a 
two-tenement dwelling at 389 
West street and completely destroy¬ 
ed a connecting house Jn the rear 
of the building yesterday morning 
The dwellings, owned by Qrati and 
Mary Powers of North Clarendon, 
are located beyond tha Rutland 
city-Rutland town line, next to Or¬ 
iels market in Center Rutland. 

Families of Rudolf Hollman. liv¬ 
ing In the rear building, and of 
Walter Lloyd and* A. F. Dorr, occu¬ 
pying the tenements In the main 
building, were forced to fleV at 
•cores of neighbors who had volun¬ 
teered their services, assisted them 
in salvaging aome items of clothing 
and household possessions. 

The Rutland Fire department, un¬ 
der the direction of Deputy Chief 
Frank H. Seward, responded to a 
call to thw scene of the Are at 8 33 
o’clock. When the trucks arrived 
the rear ^welling, occupied by the 
Hollman family, was in ruins, and 
AreAghters concentrated their at¬ 
tention on the two-story building 
working until 1 o’clock in the af¬ 
ternoon before the Aames were ex¬ 
tinguished. Deputy Chief Seward 
said that a high wind, spurring on 
the progress of the blase, hampered 
the work of the firemen. The 
front and center rooms of the 
building were saved, but the fire 
completely damaged the rear of the 
building and the roof in that pert 

f of‘the house collapsed. ' 

A total of 1700 feet of boar were 
laid from the last hydrant In Rut¬ 
land city near Ripley creating th 
the burning building and the water 
j was pumped In ofder to booet,the 
| pressure. 7 


APRIL 9, 1942. 

Coal-Gas 
Kills Woman 


Mrs, William Tray nor, 86, 
Dies; Her Husband, 82, in 
Serious Condition. 


Mrs. Matilda Traynor, 86. of 123 
State street was asphyxiated by 
carbon monoxide gas early yester- 
djy and her hoaband. William. 82. 
was. In critical condiUon at the Rut¬ 
land hospital last i\Jght as a result of 
the fumes which poisoned the aged 
couple in their aWep. 

Mrs. Traynor was found dead In 
her bed when police broke Into the 
imall Upstairs apartment early yes¬ 
terday afternoon. Firemen were 
summoned snd worked over the 
unconscious body of Traynor for 
over an hour with an oxygen in- 
halator before he was removed to 
the hospital. , 

At a late hour last night Dr. F. E. 
Quigley reported that Traynor's 
heart and pulse were Improved and 
that he had a **30-5Q" chance for re¬ 
covery. Hit condition was described 
as "fair.* K 

James Ahatiell, who operates a 
shoe repair ahop on the ground floor 
of the bulktihg at 123 State street 
ga>t* the first warning that some- 
thing was amiss with the aged 
couple. Abatlell. not hearing any 
signs of lift In the apartment over¬ 
head. hurridly called a neighbor, 
Mrs. William Taggfcrt orf 121 State 
street, who In turn telephoned 
police. 

Patrolman Clayton Peer, sent to 
Investigate, found the door to ths 
apartment locked. Unable to rouse 
the occupants and detecting the 
smell of coal fumes Peer forced his 
way Into the apartment by removing 
the door from Its hinges. 

The police officer found the 
three-room apartment filled with 
gas fumes and amok# and hurriedly 
threw open the windows and doors. 
Entering the bedroom. Officer Peer 
found the aged couple In their bed 
with Mr. Traynor the only person 
showing signs of life. The officer 
immediately called police head¬ 
quarters and the fire department 
and Dr. James J. Reedy were-xum- 
moned. 

Dr. Reedy found that Mrs. Tray¬ 
nor had apparently been dead for 
several hours before the plight of 
the aged couple was discovered. 

Deputy Fire Chief Ralph R. Bean 
led a group of three firemen who 
used the inhalator to revive Tray¬ 
nor. Operating the inhalator were 
Captain James Rice and Firemen 
Thomas G. Ross and Martin F. 
Kelly. 

_ \ 

Considerable criticism was 
aroused at the scene of the ac 
cident by the fact tha*. no ambulance 
nppeared to take Traynor to the 
hospital until about 50 minutes 
after firemen started working on 
the aged man. 

Although Dr. Reedy reported that 
he had told police to summon an 
ambulance soon after his arrival, 
and the police declared they made 
Immediate efforts to call an ambu¬ 
lance, no vehicle was obtained until 
nearly 3:15 o'clock. The firemen 
had been notified and answered the 
call at 2:J5 o'clock. 

Spencer's ambulance took Tray 
nor to the hospital and Charles 
W. Spencer declared afterwards 
that he had responded immediately 
to the call from his office, which 
was not received there until about 
3:10 o’clock. 


AUGUST 5, 1942. 

Oil Plant 
Endangered 

Fire in Scrap Paper Storage 
Building Menaces 50,000 
Gallons of Gasoline. 


Flames raging through a 30-ton 
pile of scrap paper stored in a West 
street warehouse were checked last 
, night by firemen before they spread 
to 50.000 gallons of gasoline Jn the 
nearby bulk plant of the Tide Water 
Oil company. 

Damage to the warehouse and 
Us contents was estimated at $2000 
by Joseph Mintzer, one of the own¬ 
ers, and damage lo the oil com¬ 
pany's property was al.'Vi estimated 
at $2000 by W. Ross Fyaron. dis¬ 
trict manager, v.^ 

The warehouse was dcstfyyed. A 
roof on one of the oil company’s 
garages was burned off and) five 
empty oil storage tanks buysl due 
Lo the intense heaL / 

On arriving at the Vonc shortly 
after 6:47 o’clock, firemen imme¬ 
diately concentrated their hoses on 
the loaded oil Unks to cool them. 
About 30 regular firemen and auxil¬ 
iaries fought the blaze at its height. 
A dense column of smoke, visible in 
outlying towns, brought thousands 
to the scene. The bundles or scrap 
papers and the charred uprights of 
the building *were still smoldering 
early this morning. 

The origin of the blaze was unde¬ 
termined. Fire Chief Alfred H. Kol¬ 
tonski said last night that an inves¬ 
tigation was underway. Koltonskfs 
opinion was that the blaze was 
started by someone, either accident¬ 
ally or deliberately. The ware¬ 
house had reccnUy undergone an 
inspection and all Are hazards had 
been removed. All the doors and 
windows of the /rame building 
were padlocked or boarded up, and 
warehouse had not been enter-, 
ed. to the owners* knowledge, since 
last Saturday. 

All the equipment of Fire Station 
1 was called. Truck No. 2 at the 
Center street station was putting 
out a grass fire at 95 Temple street 
at the time of the alarm. 

A pile of scrap rubber on the 
oil company’s premises was slightly 
charred. Fearop explained that 
rubber ihipments were moving 
slowly owing to the scarcity of 
freight space. He said that not much 
of the rubber pile was damaged. 

About 3000 feet of hose were used 
to quench the flames. Firemen res¬ 
cued a repair truck from the oil 1 
company’s garage in the midst of 
the fire. The only casualty was a 
cut finger sustained by one of the 
volunteer firemen.* ' | 

Chief Koltonski ar.ri Assistant 
Chief Frank H. Seward inspected 
the warehouse last Wednesday and 
made suggestions to the owners 
about the removal of fire hazards. 
Joseph and Harry Mintzer, co-own¬ 
ers of the building and its contents, 
carried out these instructions -to 
the letter.- Koltonski declared. 

The burned building was 100 by 
60 feet and was covered by a small 
amount of insurance although its 
contents were not The fire was 130 
feet east of the bulk oil plant. 
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Fires, Aecidents 
Prevail As Cold 
Wave Hits Area 




FiK Tons of Meat Saved as 
Flames Level City’s Only 
Slaughter House; Tene¬ 
ment Burns, Fair Haven. 

Six Injured 


The meat packing plant and 
daughter house of the Irm of How¬ 
ard C Stearns & Sot on . Park 
street, burned to the ground shortly 
after noon although fiat and ef¬ 
ficient work on the pirt of mem¬ 
bers of the Rutland Fire department: 
and Herrick Stearns, manager, re¬ 
sulted In saving five tons of meat 
valued at $3000. and releasing -sev¬ 
eral head of cattle worth $2000. 

The fire department crews .and 
two trucks which were cilled to the 
scene at 12:21 o’clock were unable 
to curb the progress of the flames 


East Piltsford and Rutland XStZlZg ff&iSrSSX: 
Persons Injured in Auto 

Vlichan* Citv Has Third a quarter of a mile on the left side 
Misnap * from the maIn hlghway m the vidn- 

Coldcst Day in 26 Years, ity of Billings bridge. 

. After turning into the narrow 

roadway, the first truck slipped 
Th« third coldest day in the 2$ from the Icy and slanting roadway 

tears since official weather records into * ditch. The # tr }} c * c ’ * n 

. vb • i a . .. Aw attempting to pass the first, became 
were begun in Rutland, yesterday #tuck Jn a gnowdrlft Ur.der the di- 

mv fires and motor vehicle acd- rec tlon of Fire Chief AKred H. Kol- 
dents bring loss and suffering to tonskl and Deputy Chief Ralph R. 
tome snd delay and dlscotnfort to Bean, the truck crewA rushed to the 
many In the Rutland area. building, and carried out four tons 

Six peoplff en route home from of beef and a ton of veal from the 
‘ cooler before the ro£f of the struc¬ 

ture collapsed. 

The work of releasing the cattle 
Fire completely destroyed the , and carrying out the meat waa car- 
S teams meal packing plant near rled out in the face of a piercing 
Park street early yesterday after- wind, with the temperature hover¬ 
ing in the vicinity of Ifl degrees be- 


i funeral were taken to Rutland 
hospital last night following an ac¬ 
cident on the Pittaford road. 





noon. 

A two-story tenement building In 
Fair Haven* also burned to tne 
ground. • 

Rutland firemen answered seven 
other calls, the damage in these 
being minor or none, how- 


low zero. Juat 20/minutes after fire¬ 
men reached thd^scene the roof of, 
the building collapsed. 

Attempts were made by the fire¬ 
men to get their equipment to the 
scene of the blare by digging the 
trucks out of the snow. No water 
Bus and train crews reported the j. VBS available at the scene, however. 

tnd booster lines could not be put 
Into operation 

Mrs. Howard C. Stearnf and her 
ion, Herrick, owners of the building, 
stated last night that the exact 
•mount of the damage had not been 
determined. However, the building 
was one of the most modemly 
equipped In thlj section. There were 
two reffigeration planta and modem 
slaughtering equipment In the build¬ 
ing. 

Fire Chief 'Alfred H. Koltonskl, 
said yesterday that the cause of the I 
blaze had not been established. It 
...... was believed, however, by the own- 

ial Algto~«f erj ^ the fire may have origin¬ 
ated in the explosion of a boiler or 
an oil burner. It was discovered by 
one of the employes of the plant 
The business was established sev¬ 
eral decades ago by the late Myron 
Steams, well-known cattle fanner. 
The business later passed Into the 
hands of his son, Howard C. Steams, 
who died last year. Mrs. Steams 
had her son, Herrick, have been 
carrying On the operation of the 
plant, which has been exceedingly 
busy, especially in recent months 
with .the country facing a meat 
shortage due t»war conditions. 


fotog difficult and trains here 
vert at much as six hours late and 
is tome cases getting later. 

* (At .* o'clock this morning 
thermometers In the • outlying 
Motions of th* elty registered 
from U to 35 below aero. At 
last Flttaford a thermometer 
registered 45 below. In down¬ 
town Rutland there were read- 
top of from It to tt below.) 

With sn official low of 27 degrees 
below zero yesterday morning to 
with, the thermometer never 


Minus 14. 

Coldest days on official record 
were December 30, 1917, the day 
remembered by many local resi¬ 
ts "the day of the Bardwell 
fire, - when the low was 

Vl.U «*« 


Fire Guts 
City Barn 


Danube of $1500 Is Caustd to 
Storage Building at Poorfirm 
Tools Lost. 

Fire which caused damage of $1500 
to a large storehouse at the Ri tland 
City poorfarm Saturday afte noon, 

• gutted the Interior of the twe-story 
wooden building, and destroyed 
guanU^ furniture and farm 

equipment, which had been kept 
there. 

According to Fire Chief Alfred H. 
Koltonskl. who made the damage 
rstimaU*. the Arc broke out in a par 
tilion behind an overheated stove, 
on which wuter was boiled to wash 
milk utensils. The structure Is lo- 
cated on Woodstock avenue, •cross 
the road from the city farm. 

Eighteen regular and call firemen 
worked for two hours before the 
flames were finally extinguished 
Fifteen hundred feet of hose were 
laid from a hydrant on Stratton road, 
and two trucks were driven through 
mowdriCU to reach the burning 
budding, which stands 800 feet from 
the highway., The firemen were 
obliged to pitch the smoldering hay 
from the burning storehouse, as It 
I* weter resistant Fartn machinery 
destroyed Included • bay loader and 
various small tools. 

The blaze was discovered bv a 
firm Inmate, who immediately noti¬ 
fied Overseer of the Poor Oscar 
Bergstrom, who waa eating dinner at 
the farm. A telephone alarm was re¬ 
ceived at the Rutland Fire station Mi 
1:53 o'clock. Call firemen were sum- 
moiled when Box 24 waa rung on the 
transmitter. 

Under the direction of Over a ee r 
Bergitrom. 10 hogs were released 
ftwn • piaerf new the burning 
storehouse, when the fire was discov¬ 
ered; as a precautionary measure, 
pw stv was not damaged however. 
Bfrnlrom said that the storehouse 
usually contains cotton material used 
bt.Jhe locgl WPA mattress project, 
but there Was none stored , In the 
belldlng Saturday. 


Overheated Flatiron 
Sets Curtains Afire 
In Parish Building 


.^Prompt application of buckets of 
water prevented what might have 
been a serious fire at the parish 
house of Church of Christ the King 
at an early hour yesterday morning 
when a flatiron in which the cur¬ 
rent had been left on ignited win¬ 
dow drapes, according to fire of¬ 
ficials. 

The electric Iron had become 
overheated and burned through a 
sewing machine upon which it 
stood to set the Are which caught at 
one end of the room, it wats staled. 
The parish house occupants quench¬ 
ed the flames, but not before they 
had burned window hangings and 
scorched paint and woodwork 
around three windows. Firemen 
were summoned, but arrived to And 
the blaze well under control. 

Firemen set out again about noon 
to find another fire averted at 8 
Strongs avenue where a blazing 
container had been carried from the 
kitchen. Overheated grease caused 
the flare-up. Are officials said. 

At 3:45 o'clock yesterday after¬ 
noon fire broke out in a partition 
adjacent to pipes leading from a 
heating unit at 79 North street, the 
home of Irving H- Baker. There was 


A / s f * 


Dog Dies In 
Stable Blaze 


However, C. I. Hendee, Own¬ 
er, Rescues 12 H< rses and 
Pony. 


A Dalmatlon dog, "Ipot". was 
burned to death and 12 worses and 
a pony were rescued when fire 
swept through the stal *e of C. I. 
Hendee on North street extension 
early yesterday morning. The 
building was owned by Miss M. 
Ella Cameron of Edson street. 

Hendee estimated the loss In 
equipment at $2000, which he said 
was not covered by Insurance. The 
Rutland fire department respond¬ 
ed to a telephone alarm at 7:57 
o’clock, and the blaze was extin¬ 
guished in an hour. 

Deputy Fire Chief Ralph R 
Bean said that the fire originated 
In the "tick" room of the stable, 
probably from a defective oil 
stove. Saddles, bridles, harnesses, 
robes and other equipment In the 
room were destroyed, In addition 
to furniture in an adjoining room 
where Hendee resided during the 
winter months. A small quantity of 
hay in the loft was also deetroyed. 
Firemen said the flames quickly 
reached the loft and cupola of the 
barn causing much damage, but the 
main floor was not seriously af¬ 
fected. 

Hendee said that he started to 
prepare coffee on the two-burner 
oil stove In the back room, where 
the dog was lying. He left th$ room- 
for a few minutes and returned to 
find It filled with smoke. He rush¬ 
ed to release the 12 horses and • 
pony, including "Afton,” a racing 
horse owned by Paul Preston of 
this city from the building, be¬ 
lieving that the dog had found 
safety. 

Hendee operates the barge and a 
two-seater sleigh which transports 
skiers to Pico. He aald that he will 
make the trip as usual tomorrow. 

The veteran horseman lists among 
the items lost, 14 saddles, many of 
them new; 25 bridles, eight robes, 
including a valuable buffalo robe; 
harnesses, all of his furniture. 

Hendee's greatest low, however, 
he said dejectedly last night, was 
that of bis dog. 7 . 


Two Fire Calls Made \ i 
Almost at Same Time 


Ju*t it* tun Are truck* left the 
I Rutland Mahon at 8 o'clock yester- 
I day morning to answer a tele- 
I phoned alarm to a Are in a house at 
0 Hopkins street, another call came 
I in from a house at 264 West street I 
I which vs us the scene of a chimney < 
■ Arc 

The call for the We.<t street fire I 
I was put oft the transmitter and a 
5 box alarm sounded. At the. Hopkin* ( 
L street house, occupied by L/>u)z jj 
Savage and family, a Are in a parti- 1 
lion, caused by an overheated stove- | 
I f»»pc, wa* extinguished with the use! 
I of a him.ter Hue. One of tfir* trucks I 
I which .tailed for the first Arc was I 
k »ent to Wryt street. 

At II 45 niio k vi.tndav morn- I 
mg Aremrn put out a chimney fire I 
at the home of Vincent FJkey, 143 
Second .street. 
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Fire Does $100 Dnnnge 


To Frank Ryan’s 


-louse 


Fire which broke out at ■o’clock 
yesterday in the bascmA of a 
house at 88 Forest rtreet Aned by 
rank Ryan, police offlceBcaused 
an estimated $100 damageA walls 
and celling before flremcnjjucnch- 
ed the flames by means of ■booster 
line. 

Some damage was cauHS to a 
back shed on the groundAoor ns 
the Are swept up the s®rs and 
along partitions. 

The cause of the blaze Auld not 
be determined, but it waAhought 
to have started at the fo® of the 
cellar stairs. Ceilings aA walls 
were badly scorched, but ■> furni¬ 
ture or belongings aufTelld. fire¬ 
men said. 


To< ay’s 
Weither 
Forecast 


COLDER VMJ 


SATURDAY MORNING, JULY 24, 1*43. 


Dickinson 
Barn Burned 


Large Buikling, Housing 80 
Tons of Hay, Leveled on 
East Proctor Road. 

Flames of undetermined origin' 
last night leveled a large barn on 
the Fast Proctor road owned by 
David Dickinson in a spectacular 
fire which destroyed 80 tons of hay. 
a truck, milking machinery and at 
least one calf. A dozen more calved 
were freed while flames were rac¬ 
ing through the hay mows. 

Rutland firemen, who were called 
by telephone at 10 05 o'clock, ar¬ 
rived to find the 100-foot-long barn 
a masj of fire, the nearest water in 
Otter creek and line laying impos¬ 
sible. Water from n booster line 
was thrown on an adjoining cream¬ 
ery shed continuously for several 
hourrto keep It from bursting into 
flanr$r. Rooster tanks were replen¬ 
ished by a brigade of milk can car- 

flre was discovered by Mrs 
pnson. Her shouts brought her 
and and neighbors who freed 
Animals and moved some of the 
rig machinery while flames I 
I boiling out from both ends of j 
Darn superstructure, David 
son. Jr., aged 18. saved the ( 
which was standing beside 1 
krn. The milk truck, filled with 
pjuld not be moved, nor could ' 
Liable milking machine motor.' 
pile gasoline scarcity, scores 
rs were attracted from Bround 
buntryside by the glare and the 
Jg cone of yellow smoke and 

linson is the owner of a siz- 
^arm which he operates with 
of his family alone, no help 
been available. Adjoining 
rty was purchased from Clar- 
3hedd several years ago and 
to the Dickinson farm. There 
ree daughters. 

[destroyed barn, which was on 
jest side of the road in the 
3 f Center Rutland, was one of 
rgest in the area. 


FRIDAY MORNING, MARCH 12, D43. 

— i ~ at 1 -'t 

I Woman Rescued, Dogs Die 
lira Blaze on Pittsford Road 

mm m A 


Miss Huldah Salter Saved by 
Neighbor, Theodore Bur¬ 
ditt, as Flames Got House 

r*it n r rv n J I or more of the animals were 

EH; Score of Dogs Saved, from the Walter house, only 


Mifa Huldah Salter of the Pitta- 
ford road, well-known breeder of 
English and Iriah setter*, was aaved 
from death by suffocation by a 
neighbor. Theodore Burditt, who, 
after a hazardous aearch of nearly 
10 minutes, discovered her uncon- 
cioua form at the head of a stairway, 
in a fire which gutted the ell of her 
home yesterday afternoon. 

From five to eight dogs died in 
the blaze. Among them was a Bos¬ 
ton bull terrier, said to be owned 
by Attorney Asa S- Bloomer of West 
Rutland, speaker of the Vermont 
House bf Representatives. 

FirefChlcf Alfred H. Kollonski. 
who dfrected the work of the Rut¬ 
land Fire department in extlngulah- 


blaze, last night credited afternoon. The blaze was confined 

entirely to the ell In the rear of 
the structure. The booster tank In 
the truck* ran dry after 150 gal¬ 
lons of water had been played on 
the flames, and water was then 
pumped from a Spring brook In the 
pasture more ttan 400 feet away. 

Firemen recalled last night that 
the present home of Mias Seller is 
built on the site of her former 
home which burned to the ground 
December 8. 1M4. At that time 50 
dogs were rested, but many valu- 
were a total loss. 


i s-rar 

Burditt with saving Mi*a Salter** 
life. 

Although no official statement 
was made last night by Are of¬ 
ficial a as to the exact cause of the 
fire, pending a Anal check-up. 
neighbors said that the blaze origin¬ 
ated when one of the dogs tipped 
over an oil atove in a room in the 
back part of the Salter house, 

For many years the pittsford road 
woman has raised English and IrUh 
setters and boarded other dogs. At 
the time of the Are it was believed 
that she was caring for more than 
30 animals, most of them setters. 
Some of the 0ogs were in the house, 
and some in a born outside, when 
the flame# broke out. * 

The telephone call to the Rutland 
Fire department was given by Miss 
Sailer, who then gave the alarm to 
neighbors. Burditt, arriving shortly 
after he received the message, made 
a thorough aearch of the ground 
flohr of the story and a half ell, 
which connects with the two-story 
building forming the front of the 
house. 

Himself , nearly overcome by 
smoke. Burditt finally found Miss 
Salter lying unconscious at the head 
of the stairway leading to a “semi- 
attic." The woman was being drag¬ 
ged from the house when the fire 
department arrived. She was taken 
in a truck (o the Roy A. Burroughs 
home, where she was given firit aid 
by Dr. Thomas McGarry of this 
city. The physician ordered that 
Miss Salter be removed to the Rut¬ 
land hospital in an ambulance. At 
the Institution last night her condi¬ 
tion was reported as better. Dr. 
McGarry said that it la expected that 
she will remain It the hospital for a 
few.days until danger of pneumonia 
is passed 


Firemen and neighbors released 
about 25 dogs from the burning 
building. Early last night 20 had 
been recovered, and it was believed 
that about five more were in the 
woods nearby. The carcasses of five 

carried 
one of 

them having been burned. The 
others were victims of suffocation. 
One dog recovered after It was 
given artificial respiration. 

The Salter house Is on the aitei 
of the old “Whipple Brook" farm.) 
about an eighth of a mile in tack of 
the Burroughs home which stands 
on thg main highway between Rut¬ 
land Ind Pittsford. 

Miss Salter has for many years 
occupied the farmhouse, and the 
farm buHdirvg* and land Is rented 
by E. R. Wheeler, who stood in 
readiness to release caltle if the 
flames from the Salter house threat¬ 
ened the building where they were 
housed. 

Firemen were called to the acene 
at 3:20 end the trucks returned to 
Rutland at 5:26 o’clock yesterday 


able antique#! 




/A/ 


$IQOQ LIOSS 

In Bank 


1 


IT 


: Attra< b 
Clca i- 


tillington Bank B! 
IjfKC.CfD^d; P 
ing Fluid Believed Cause. 

A fife which irtlrjctfd * contldir 
i file crowd "of spectator* during 
le early evening bfolc* out < jn 
ie flrtt floor ol he KJUIhgton N>- 
onei bank afidiRutland Trust coifi- 
1 any on Merchants RoW Causing 
l itimated $1000 damage to walla a 
irnlture last nlghL 
The blaze Was discovered 
o’clock In the receiving roo 
r the bank where painters wei 
eanmg the woodwork. Fire 
fciali believe that contact tatw- 
defective light fixture and 
camrlg fluid Was thd cause. 

An alarm rung In from box 
Police Officer Reginald Noe and 
telephone calf summoned firemen 
■om the central station. Two boos r 
ft lints were used. 

The blaze, which started on \Y p 
de wall behind the counter, spread 
I trough the partition^ but amok ! 
i lused the greater part of the dan . 
i ie. Walla and tailing* lathe main 
i >om went coated and bllaterred k r 
I it dens* antolce and hett Smok \ 
[ prmeited the garble walls 0 f t> t 
i ijoinlng bookkeeping and vau t 
i >om. , | 

Bank official* reported? all vali . 
a blea Unharmed! A steel Safe whic j 
a ood close to the blaze was ui • 
c amagfed. j T ij 

The estimate of loss id the fir , 
% hlch I was extinguished by 9:W 
c clock, was jmkde bV fire Chii tf 
> lfred* H. Kdlt<Jnskl ahd* tank o • 
f cera. (Auxiliary firemen* aided \\ 
protecting property arid ihe pol!< i 
a opped traffic 4nd ketft back *pe< . 
tutors ;on Merchant# Roth 
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25 Chickens 


Die in Fire 



•» - 

Some Poultry Saved, Clothing 

t Pestroyed in Early Morping 
Xleno Avenue Rlazx. 


Fire of unknown origin which 
flared up through the roof of an 
outbuilding at 127 Ceno avenue at 
3:50 o'clock yesterday morning kill* 
ed about 25 chickens and destroyed 
a quantity of clothing and sportj 
equipment before the fire depart¬ 
ment subdued the flames. Total 
damage was unofficially estimated 
at about $300 

Henry Preville. the owner, first 
discovered the flame* In the struc¬ 
ture. which is used as a jtoreroom 
and children's playhouse, with ad¬ 
joining chicken itied. After hurried¬ 
ly freeing some of the poultry, he 
telephoned to firemen who orrived 
with two pieces of apparatus to find 
flames bursting through the roof of 
the playhouse at tree-top height. 

A considerable crowd was attract* 
ed by the heavy smoke and glare 
which could be seen throughout the 
Pine )! i| 1 district and from all 
I tie valley to the east 

m was sent in from box 
unknown person, bringing 
auxiliary firemen to the 
scene as well as F.nglne 2 from the 
uptown station. Box 75 is listed un* 
der City Pork. 

Hundreds of feet of fire line were 
laid and the flames were extin¬ 
guished before they could spread 
through the structure. However, 
many of the chickens in the chicken 
house, as well as clothing, toys and 
furniture were ruined by the heat 
ar.d smoke. 

» Police Officers D. J. 1 Noonan and 
C. F. Callahan made an investiga¬ 
tion of the fire and handled traffic 
throughout the area. 

It-was the first fire at which fire 
hose has been brought into service 
In a number of weeks. 


around 



DECEMBER 29, 1943 


Tree,Lights Get 
Blame for Small 
State Street Fire 


Defective Christmas tree lighting 
was blamed for a fire which started 
on or near a Christmas tree and 
spread throughout a room at 191 
State «treet before being put out 
last night about 9 o'clock. 

The fire spread rapidly over the 
room, but was doused by the occu- \i 
pants, the Arthur Rivers family, 
before it could take a firm hold 
Firemen arrived to find the flames 
nearly out. but Iheyvwcre forced 
to pull out from the house a studio 
couch which was still burning. 

Damage was confined to the room 
which was scorched throughout, a nd 
the couch which was destroyed. 

The Are department put out a 
chimney tire at 38 Church street at 
about 7:15 o'clock this morning 
They were summoned by Box 14 
at the coiner of Church and Wil-j^ 
hams street. At 5:10 a. m firemen 
were called out by a defective 
sprinkler system at 15 Evelyn street 


DECEMBER 31, 1943 


Fire Alarm Box Operates Even 
Though Auto Tars It From Pole 

5 n j 


A little more than an hour 
after an automobile which fig¬ 
ured \n a collision yesterday 
morning at the intersection of 
Grahger and Plain streets had 
crashed Into and splintered a 
telephone pole, leaving a fire 
alarm fcox dangling from It, res¬ 
idents of the area found the ap¬ 
paratus In working order and 
were able to turn in a signal 
which brought fire trucks to the 
scene of a Plain street blaze. 

Chief of Police Harold S. Pot¬ 
ter reported that the collision 
occurred at 8:19 o'clock. It in¬ 
volved a coupe, owned and oper¬ 
ated by Hubert Hughes of Ben¬ 
son, and a sedan owned by 
James Densmore of Rutland and 
driven by Dominic Coursey of 
Granger street. Although there 
was considerable damage to 
both vehicles and the telephone 
pole was broken, there were no 
personal Injuries, the chief said. 
The investigating officer was 
Clayton E. Peer. He found that, 
although the alarm box had 
been Jarred from the pole, Jt 
was not damaged. 

Damage of approximately $500 
was caused by the fire wrhich at¬ 
tacked a tenement house at 73 
Plain street, occupied on the 
first floor by the family of Mrs. 
Angelina Eltorl and on the sec¬ 
ond floor by Mrs. Anna Fortier. 

Deputy Fire Chief Ralph 
Bean said that he believed the 
blaze, which originated in the 


DECEMBER 17, 1943 

Four Families 
Endangered By 
Basement Fire 


basement, was caused by over¬ 
heated steam pipes. The flames 
crept through partitions, ex¬ 
tending from the first to the sec¬ 
ond stories, and then into the 
i attic. 

The trucks were called out 
by a box alarm, No. 65, sounded 
at 9:55 o'clock, and the blaze 
was brought under control in a 
half hour. 


Fire which started In an alleged 
defective oil heater at 48 West 
street early last night spread over 
the basement celling and badly 
charred beams and flooring before 
smoke seeping Into the first floor 
roused occupants of the four-npart- 
ment dwelling about 8 o'clock. Fire¬ 
men. called by telephone and by 
an alarm from. Box 41 at the cor¬ 
ner of West and Wales street, put 
the fire out by playing water on it 
from a basement window, and Into a 
partition on the ground floor. The 
men were obliged to lay hose for the 
first time in weeks. 

Heavy smoke which poured 
through the house, alarming the 
four families, several with little 
children, who were wakened from 
sleep and moved to neighbors’ 
houses. The flames had nearly 
broken through the first floor when 
discovered, firemen said. 

Occupants of the building arc 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Spicer, Mr 
and Mrs. George L. Smith. Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry R. Norton and Mr. and 
Mrs. F.lmer Dwight The house is 
owned by Dr. Gerhard T. Beck. 


1944 



JULY 31. 1944. 

Blazing Flue, Short 
Circuits in Wiring 
Keep Firemen Busy 


Three small fires called out the 
Rutland Fire department apparatus 
during the week-end. The first 
summons came on Saturday morn¬ 
ing at 11:01 o’clock when there was 
a chimney fire at the home of D 
E. Humphreys, 76 Plain street, a box 
alarm having been sent in. The 
trucks returned to the station at 
11:09 o'clock. 

A call from the Rutland Fire Clay 
company at 3:23 Saturday afternoon 
brought firemen to the scene. The 
source of smoke in the building 
was found to be from an overheated 
electric motor in an ice cream cabi¬ 
net. There was no damage, other 
than that to the motor. 

The last call Saturday was a tele¬ 
phone. alarm from the Eagles club 
rooms on Wales street at 11:56 
o'clock at night Sparks were fly¬ 
ing from a short circuit in an elec¬ 
tric light fixture in the ceiling of 
the clubrooms. Firemen removed 
the fixture. 


Tenement House On 
Orin Thomas Farm 
Damaged by Fire 



For the second time this month 
the Rutland Fire department j*r-• 
sonnelkand‘equipment were called 
to Rutland town when yesterday 
morning at 1:53 o'clock, they were 
summoned to extinguish a fire in a 
tenement house on the Orin A. 
Thomas farm on the Pittsford road. 

The structure was occupied by 
three families, those of R. J. Smith, 
Oliver Terrier and Orin A. Thomas, 
jr. Firemen found that the blaz«*, 
which originated In «i chimney at I 
the second floor, had extended 
through the partitions and ipread 
i to the entire attic. Damage was con¬ 
fined mostly to the roof over the 
main part of the house. It was neces¬ 
sary to remove slate which had been , 
placed over old wooden Singles on 
one side of the roof to get at the , 
trouble. 

There was no water available and 
firemen used the booster tanks 
i while a farm Iruck kept them re¬ 
plenished with water from the main 
f.mm house. Two plerr* of appar¬ 
atus, Engines No. 1 and 2, were put 
) into operation. 

Because of the favorable direction 
of the wind it was possible to save 
:he big barn near the tenement 
house. 
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FRIDAY MORNING, JAWARY 8, 1943. 

Fire Damages 
Small House 


Rear F.nd of Polcaro Residence 
on Franklin Street Ruined 
by Flame*. 

Fire which started next to a kitch¬ 
en stove last night caused damage 
estimated at $1000 to a frame two- 
family house at 86 Franklin itreet 
at the comer of Granger itreet Mrs 
Fat Polcaro and flve children who 
occupy the house were not at home 
at the time the fire broke out 
*Fbc rear half of the house was 
practically destroyed before firemen 
answering a phone call and an alarm 
from box 51 at Howe and Franklin 
streets put out the flames. A kitchen 
and bedroom at the rear were gutted 
and a kitchen and bedroom directly 
above these rooms were also ruined 
as flames ate up to the attic but did 
not move into adjoining rooms. 

Considerable damage from smoke 
and water was caused to the rest of 
the house. 

First notice of the blaze, which 
flremen traced to a woodbox next 
to a lighted coal stove, was from 
Mrs. Polcaro who returned to the 
house from a call to find amoke 
pouring out the windows. She 
telephoned from a neighbor** house 
after vainly seeking an alarm bo* 
which had been removed from the 
corner of Granger and Franklin 
street 

Three lire Irucki responded to the 
call and lines were directed first to 
tho blazing kitchen and then up to 
the aecond door to keep abov. the 
mounting blaze. 

Mr*. Polcaro* children were 
vUltini acrot* the road at the 
homo ot Mr*. Martin Nolle 
when their mother’* call* brought 

s*"?,, 10 Th *y wer * Anne. 

I nylll*. Anthony, Jane and Pat, Jr. 
Many ot their clothe* were dettroy- 
cd In the bedrooms. 

The alarm from bo* 51 was rung 
In from Station 1 to summon all 
call men and men off duty when 
the blaze appeared to be aerlou*. 

Estimate of the damage wa* made 
by Fire Chief Alfred H. Kolton*kl. 


OCTOBER 22, 1943 

Firemen Called When 
Oil Sets Kitchen Ablaze 

Burning oil from a flooded oil 
burner set a kitihen at 26 North 
Main street ablaze about 7:30 o'clock 
Ust night and burned a portion of 
one partition before flremen sub- 
^dued it with a booster line from the 
>*W tank carried on the Are truck 

Engine* 3 And 2 responded to a 
telephone call from the home of 
Ciark FL Mason, but as the Are was 
spreading, with flames threatening 
to reach the attic through partitions. 
Assistant Chief Frank H. Seward 
telephoned back to the station to 
have an alarm set up from the sta¬ 
llion for Box 2d, Woodstock avenue 
near Main street Engine 1 and the 
ladder truck responded. 

. Damage was confined to the 
kitchen floor and walls and kitchen 
.uTnishings. There was some smoke 
damage elsewhere in the house. 

At about 8 o'clock yesterday 
morning.there was a chimney fire a: 
264 West street Firemen sa:d there 
was no damage. 


Fire Guts • 
Center St, 
Building 

_ O 

T .\ear of Nos. 3354-37, Own¬ 
ed by Anthony Williams, 
Destroyed Early Today. 

Fight Fire in Snow 

I • " 

Firemen Ht 3 o'clock I hi* 
morning were bringing un¬ 
der control n fire which de¬ 
stroyed the rear end of the 
block, 3314 - 37 Center * 
idrret, owned by Anthony 
N\ ill in him ami occupied by 
several business establish¬ 
ment*. 

While the flaincx did not 
reach the front end of the 
Cereghino restaurant, the 
Karmelkorn shop ami the 
Hillings & Davis hardware 
store which occupy the 
• ground floor of the block,.' 
the fire badly gutted the 
rear end. 

The front end of Cere- 
ghino’s restaurant was 
Imdly damaged by smoke 
and water. 

The stock of the Karmel- 
, korn shop probably was. 
spoiled. ’ 

Damage to the Para¬ 
mount Harbor & Beauty 
■hop. owned by Williams. 

. the block proprietor, could 
not. readily be, determined. v 

The firfmeii did n good 
job in stopping the blaze, I 
which was raging fiercely l 
when they arrived on'the 
scene. 

Members of the . auxil- 
iary fir,e department bided 
the regular members. 

1 Hundreds of early-rising 
or late-retiring Rntlanders 
watejied tlie fire. 

The blaze was discoWr- 
\ ed by Police Officer Daniel 
<T. BrpWn about/ 2:20 
o'clock. The officer turned 
in an alarm from Box 43, 
*nich summoned every 
. piece of fire-fighting ap¬ 
paratus in the ci(y. 

A* that time.tjie flames 
were leaping h'igh in the 
sir over the wooden build¬ 
ing and raging through the 
rear end of the block. A 


in prng- 


»»o\v storm 
ron* a: the time. 

Firemen *oon IijmI sever¬ 
al streams of water play¬ 
ing np the Mare both frorn 
the rear and from the f r »nt 
and by 2:4f» o’clock the 
possibility that it would 
spread further through the 
business district disap¬ 
peared. 

'•’he building, of wooden 
construction, hlazpd fierce¬ 
ly from the time the fire 
was first discovered by Of. 
fleer Brown until* the 
flames were brought’under 
control. 


$22,000 Damage as Fire 
. Razes Center Street Block 

Establishments Put Out of Business by Fbmei 
Which Raged Upward From Rear Piazza; State Fire 
}Unhal Asked to Investigate; Firemen Battle Blaze 
in Snowstorm. 

\ -• 

n&utt e»tlm»tcd *t »2:,000 wa* caused early yesterday morning by 
M In »nlrh roared inrough the rear end of a block on Center street 
* 0 * b.»M of the business section. Approximately of the 

w*« building lost, and the reft merchandise, according to firm 
If KoMonakl who made the estimate. 
rW'i l**« made to the slat? fire marshal, Montpelier. that 
re sent mvr*:;giit* the origin of the blaze which awepi through 
iLg foom» °? building rpUihluJjmrnts before prompt action hy the 
it 4rp» rt/Rrr/ * l,f,4ll4rht ,hr n * mr * under control. OhW Koltor.tkJ said 
LSkt tre fire AW* * red to have started on a piazza at the rear of Uie 
blyk »h comprises numbers 33'A* 37 Onter atreet. 

e^tablUhfArnta wen-4 ——- -- — — 

hui'n^s se .terday as the af-l . . .. ^ 

*** * U x.e. ueeorHiuff Endows on the Center afreet .:d# 


"L^ chlrf d*n.*ae. according to ' h « •><*• 

'^pa r * m cnt he.*'ia wa* to mer-i’ * u . n> . ,f , trn "} , '‘ ‘ r l!r,# " 

in the Billing* A Davl* l "° n fr " nt • r '* l*"> from Willow 
company Will I,. Davis. * trte '- w * r ® ll»'* the w,n 

Seymour nill.ngs own*.*®" 1 * nd door*. A Udder tn.rk 
^Vr.r* *nd building. Mild that l ° 4iree|*d lot/. 

* . r*i in »uch a chaotic coedi- ; hc B’ferno from roof-level of the 
r^Ve. .moke and watefcat tw«..tory building,. 

* could be niadMKto 1 1 ' )nr< •"'« 

olar.i fparked before beln* taken care of 

Tkf Karin*!k*ni shop lost most of ^ hln<1 the bulldln*i were a 

s *xk b'p'ij r5 the Paramount rnt * na J’« t^> firemen who slso took 

1 * - •*--- punishment from heavy emoke 

mushrooming from every aperture. 
A snowstorm msde fooling In* 


tixk. t'p 
grtut? tn rcar °* 

^c.Vdiog total loss 

^ m ill H* equipment aecording to 
Ardour Williams* proprietor and 
owner. The bartier ahop 
fsr.sl Center street escaped smoke 
viler damaee. 'J*he Cereghino 
«ns gutted at the rear with 
ot the greater pari of.Its Mock. 
ft* Sep I* reftaurint adjoining the 
CertgMoo. estahli^rnent, though a 
v^arstf tuilding. received conj*ld- 
rifelf damsge from water which 
ftae through the roof. , 

A can from a guest at th# Hotel 
Itfvkk'Who saw the glare-and An 
iP from Box 43 at the corner *bt 
v«t tod Willow strgetA, rung in by 
hfei Officer Daniel J. Brown at 
til iclock gummoned all Are 
W»l$ment |ln the city excepting 
i ai well as auxiliary and 
ctJ $rsrr>en Six minutes later Box 
• it Caster and Wales streets cail- 
alsctsvery auxiliary fireman who 
ii let responded before. 

Tinmen found the rear part of 
•t block a sheet of flame, the heat 
tm which had already blown out 




i 


Kingsley Avenue Home 
Damaged by Attic Fire 

f Considerable damage was done by 
Are yesterday morning at 2:15 
u clock to the attic of a dwelling 
‘‘at 17 Kingsley avenue, occupied by 
1 H. J. Dorion and family. The orlgon 
1 of the fire is unknown. 

Clothing, bedding and family pos¬ 
sessions recently moved there were 
<* consumed, and walls and rafter# 
were badJy scorched by the flames 
which firemen fought for more than 
an hour In dense smoke. 

The most probable explanation for 
o i according to Deputy Chief 
Ralph B. Bean, is that a heated 
! light bulb may have come Into con¬ 
tact with inflammable material 
Most of the attic was burned 
over, but Are did not enter the at- 
Uc in the other apartment of the 
4 <* up Jex bouse, all of which Is owned 
by John J. Grey. 

Two false alarms, one Tuesday 
box from the corner 
of Maple and Grove streets last 
night were answered by the fire de¬ 
partment 


secure. 

Btfor# firemen returnM their j 
stations at 5 o'clock, a irnalj pi or/n 
root at the rear of the i > ar.«niount 
shop collapsed striking Jam*i «jir- 
ron of station 2 a blow on his fire 
helmet, but causing no Injury, 

The J. C. Penney company build¬ 
ing west of the burned block and 
a structure east of Jt occupied by 
C. J. Cleveland, optometrist and H. 
Wayne Terrill, Insurance agent, 
were both undamaged, owners said 
last night. Both are -of stone con¬ 
struction. 

Owners of the buildings said that 
no repair plana could be made yet. 
It was pointed out, however, that 
federal restriction on building ma- 
terials would drastically limit any 
such repairs. 

With tho exception of Billings A 
Davis and the Paramount Beauty 
shop, the burned second stories con¬ 
flated mostly of empty storage 
rooms. 

The Billings & D*vh store Is one 
of the oldest In the city, having 
been established In the 1800 s. The 
present owners entered partner¬ 
ship In 1008. Previously It wai un¬ 
der ownership of Seymour Billings 
and the late Albert Brousscau and 
later Seymour Billings and Alvah 
H. Pierce. . . 

The fire department was called 
yesterday at *3:50 In the afternoon 
to Investigate what was thought to 
be freah smoke In the Billings & 
Davis store. A check revealed this 
false, firemen were glad to report. 


24 Chickens Saved, Two 
Die as Fire Attacks Coop 

All but two chicken* were saved 
I»te yesterday afternoon durlnf a 
Are In a coop which threatened a 
40-foot outbuilding at 103 South 
Main street before being extln- 
riished by flremen. The structure 
Is owned by Philip Prstico and the 
chickens, numbering 24, are the 
Property of William MedHn. • 

Fire officials were unable to state 
now the flames got their start In 
the partitioned structure, part of 
which U used for storage. Prompt 
MTlval of Are apparatus confined 
U>e damage to one end of the coop 




























































Wednesday morning, march 24 , 1943 . 

Wolk’s Store Has 
Heavy Loss In One 
Of Six Fires Here 

__ 4- 


Contents of Center Street 
Shop Destroyed as Smoke 
Pours Into Nearby Stores; 
Loss Unestimated. 

Firemen Busyj 


Mintzcr Building on Strongs 
Avenue Also Badly Dam¬ 
aged by Early Morning 
Blaze; Feed, Flour Lost. 


DintHgc running Itir lh«»u- 

l*nd» wm* c*u»rd yrstmUy In thr 
Wolk Stvle shop mi Center street in 
the sixth of h series of firm which 
kept the Hut land fire department 
on thr Jump from 2:13 o'clock ye> 
larday morning until R 30 o'clock 
lut night 

The entire spring slock of cloth* j 
Ing and equipment of the Wolk 
itore was ruined n* flnine*. original* 
ln| In the basement. licked through 
that part nf the building and crept 
up • Stairway to the aired floor. It 
iu the third buaineaa establish* ( 
m«nt to which the fire department 
vat called during the day 

The find call came at 2 13 o'clock 
vhen a btarr wm discovered in thr 
Minlier Brothers grain and build* 1 
inf supply More at 30 Strong* ave¬ 
nue, when tenants of the two apart* 
menu overhead were forced to flee 
from the building In their night 
rJockinf. Thv occupants of the 
apartments # over the ofTIct and 
•lock rooms were Miaa Carrie Den¬ 
ning. who first detected the amell of 
smoke, and gave the alarm to Mr. 
and Mr*. James Santwire. all of 
vhom ruahed from the building, 
and aought shelter with neighbors. 

The fire resulted from a defective 
oil stove In the oflice. according to 
fixe Chief Alfred H. Koltonakl. Just 
11 the trucks arrived on the scene 
• hot sir explosion shattered the 
Plata glass windows In the front of 
the brick faced structure, releasing 
flamea which made their way up 
tha elapboarded aides of the build- 
lag. 

Joseph S Mintzer, owner and 
manager of the business, said that 
tffke records, equipment and a 
b*f containing money which w.m In 
stable drawer were destroyed Hills 
la lha money drawer were reduced 
la aihei. firemen said. 

la the stock room In the rear of 
(ha office damage was caused by 
Irt. smoke and water to a quantity 
af paint, roofing pajwr. 30 barrels of 
flour tn paper sacks. « supply of 
grain, in addition to hardware and 
■•pie syrup cans. The fire follow¬ 
ed the celling ami partitions into 
lha back room wheie less damage 
caused to oil. salt, feed, grit and 
bun stored there There wa» 
■hoke damage to the upstairs tene¬ 
ments. Some damage was also 
^Ported to stock In the cellar of 
the building. The rear of lha Mini- 
ter block facing Madison street 
••1 formerly a grocery *t.»re. o|»ei 
•ted by Henry Cheney About 12 
jesri ago the present owner erected 
1 new addition on ihe front of 
the wooden building, facing Strongs 
"tout, with s brick front The 
•nicture it all wood, otherwise 


K strong southwest w ind ham-j 
Mud the efforts of fire fighters, 
who played water from three lines 
•fboae on the flames The fire was 
■tally extinguished at 330 o'clock 
Hrttrdty morning. 

At I o'clock, five hours later, the 
buck* were called to the New York 
CWthmg store on West street. 

where a short circuit In an electric 
fixture on the ground floor in the 
women*! clothing department set 
Are to the celling. A booster line 
wai used by the firemen, who re¬ 
ported that damage was Might The 
trucks returned to the station at 
1:12 o'clock. 

Tire Chief Knltonskl fisted that 
the fire In the Wolk shop alerted in 
the alteration room In the basement 
at approximately 3:60 o'clock. The 
exact cause of the blase had not 
been determined last night The 
■tore had closed for the day at 3:30 
o'clock. 

The entire clock of women's 
fprlng apparel and millinery. In¬ 
cluding many brldel trousseaus and 
gaiter outfits on which alterations 
were being mode, were destroyed, 
in Addition to wax models and all 
•tore equipment Office recordi 
were salvaged by firemen assisted 
by MUs Katherine Hi ugh. book¬ 
keeper. 

K H. Wolk, who has been In bus¬ 
iness In Rutland for 97 years, end 
who has operated a store on Center 
street for the pest 14 years, stated 
last night that the damage to his 
stock amounted to several thousand 
dollars. 

The basement was gutted by the 
flames and everything In that part 
of tha bulldlrgtwvaj a total loss. On 
the second flofif of the building, the 
damage was xaused largely by 
water, smoke and Intense heat 
Smoke from the Wolk fire alto 
damaged stock in two adjoining 
buildings, the J. & C, department 
store on the west aide and the Com¬ 
bination Cash store on the east side, 
Fire Chief Koltonskl said. Smoke 
also entered Howe's coffee shop 
where many people were dining. 

The first call to the fire depart¬ 
ment was placed by employes of 
the Combination Cash atore, who 
said they smelled amoke In the 
Wolk store. The call .was received 
at 3:3d o'clock. All apparatus In the 
city, and call and auxiliary firemen 
responded to the box alarm rung toy 
Police Officer Frank Ryan. 

Heavy smoke hampered firemen! 
In their work In the front and at the: 
rear of the building, and plate glass 
wlndovas were broken to release the 
smoke. A power-operated search- 
lkght was employed to afford an op¬ 
portunity to see through the smoke. 
Operations were also hampered by 
parked cars, some of which were 
pushed out of the way by spectators. 
Policemen, under the supervision of 


Chief Harold S. Potter, atrung up 
lines to keep the crowds In check. 

The building is owned by Thom¬ 
as Lalor and wife, according to city 
real estate flies. 

No official estimate of the Are loss 
could be obtained last night 


Two grass fires in the morning 
and one In the afternoon also Re¬ 
manded the attention of Rutland 
firemen yesterday. At 10:07 o'clock 
in the forenoon the trucks were 
called to 122 Robbins street where 
a grass fire was brought under 
control In about 10 minutes. 

A grass fire at 8 Wallace avenue, 
fanned by a high wind, however, 
forced the firefighters to battle 
against its progress from 11:30 to 
12:25 o’clock. Flames in the tall 
grass threatened an unoccupied 

house, and an adjoining barn on 
Butterfly avenue. 

A third grass' Ure at 20 Engrem 
avenue, dlscovere< at 2:28 o’clock, 
was extinguished a t 2:40. 


JANUARY 10, 1944. 


Fire Causes 
$1000 Loss 


2 Room* of Woodstock Ave¬ 
nue Home Gutted by Blaze 
First Seen by Neighbors. 


Flume* from thlrd-etory bedroom* 
which bitr*l out through the roof 
before being observed about 3:45 
yesterday afternoon at the home of 
Ci. U Raymond on Woodstock 
avenue near Temple street caused 
*n estimated S1000 damage In the 
worit of four flres with which fire¬ 
men coped In the frigid weather 
during the week-end. 

Bedding and a large quantity of 
clothing and /'>om furnishings fed 
Ihe blaze which took a strong foot¬ 
hold a* the entire family, compris¬ 
ing Mr. and Mrs. Raymond and 
eight children, were at supper on 
the ground floor, which contains 
the Woodstock avenue grocery 
•tore of which Mrs Raymond if the 
proprietor. Neighbors who saw the 
•flame* pouring through the root 
called the family and the fire de¬ 
partment. 

All apparatus except reserve 
• engine No.'4 sped to the acene a* 
Box 24 at Woodstock avenue and 
Temple street was rung In. Fire¬ 
men brought Into play two Unes of 
large hose in addition to booster 
lines, but It was two hours before 
they were able to return. Business 
was uninterrupted *ln Ihe grocery 
itore as the men xwnrmed over the 
building to gel at the flames, which 
nearly destroyed two rooms on the 
third floor. Water did some dam- 
age to rooms on the second. 

At 3:55 o'clock Box 12 signaled a 
chimney Are at 32 Cherry street, 
and with all other apparatus busy, 
with Martin Kelly at the wheel. 
Engine 4. rolled off to take care of 
It. 

There were two other chimney 
fires during the week-end: A blaze 
about 6 o’clock Saturday night at 
120 Strongs avenue, and die first of 
two fires during the day at 32 
Cherry street. The earlier call came 
In at about noon. 

The Woodstock avenue fire caused 
the only damage of consequence* 
Estimates on the damage there were 
made by Fire Chief A. H. KoltonakL 


FRIDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 29. 1943. 

6 Children - 
' Escape Fire 

Blaze Cau^J CoruiderableDam- 
atje at Redinpon Home on 
Church Sl Early Today'f , 


Tbe six sons and daughters of 

Mrs. F^aul Red.ngton of 26 Church 

ft/eel reached safety early th.f 
* 

morn;ng when fire broke out in the 
woods ned of Uie.r apartment or. 
the second floor and caused con¬ 
siderable damage to the house. 

The fire was discovered by one 
of the Redmgton children abo*t 
2:15 a. m. and an alarm was sent 
in from Box 14 at Church ar.d 
Will.amj streets. 

Mrs. Redinjnon was it work in 
Springfield and the ch.ldren. tne 
youngest seven years old. were :n 
charge of 16-year-old Evelyn Red- 
mgton. Evelyn awoke the ch:Id- 
dren and look them safely out-of- 
doors as the flames licked througn 
the apartment and went through 
the roof. 

The ch.ldren are staying at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Shap- 
py of 24 Church street. 

The firemen soon had the blaze 
under control and the damage was 
confined to the second story. Tne 
Redingtons were unable to remove 
any of their belongmgs. the ch.l¬ 
dren leaving in the.r n ght cloth¬ 
ing. 

The house a owned by W. L. 
SUckney of North Ma.n street. 


FEBRUARY 18, 1943 


Partition Fire in 
Burditt House 
Does Damage 


Prompt use of small hose carry¬ 
ing water from the tanks on the fire 
trucks brought a partition fire un¬ 
der control in a house at the corner 
of North Main and Temple street* 
at 3 o'clock yesterday morning just 
as the flames threatened to spread 
to other parts of the large wooden 
building. Damage, mostly confined 
to walls and a closet on the second 
floor, was estimated at about $400 
by Chief Alfred H. Koltonskl. 

A defective fireplace on the third 
floor, occupied by Mr. and Mrs. C. 
E. Wiley, was blamed for the blaze, 
which authorities said had been 
smouldering for a long time before 
breaWng out through walls of a 
second floor apartment occupied toy 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Roberts. 

Discovery of the fire was made by 
Wiley who said that he returned 
from work an hour earlier than 
usual to find the hallway filled with 
smoke and flames issuing from the 
"Robert* apartment The latter were 
unaware of the danger. 

All equipment at station 1 re- 
; sponded to the call and alarms from 
Box 34, but the booster hose lines 
I had the Are out within 15 minutes. 
.A closet on the second floor direct- 
I ly below the fireplace was ruined, 
;and adjoining walls were charred 
\ badly. 

The probability that the heated 
j hearth had caused a smouldering 
jflre as much as 48 hours before it 
1 broke through the partitions was 
, strengthened by Wiley’s recalling 
I that he had smelled smoke several 
( days earlier. 

The building, owned by Mr. and 
vMrs. George N. Eayres Burditt, J* 

I Jalso occupied by Sergt and Mrs 
j Harper. 
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Fire Razes 2 Brandon Business Bl6cks> 

\ \ ~ • S 

Guts Another With Loss Set at $200,000 
Fifth Army Holds At Salerno Beachhead 


RUTLAND DAILY HERALD, THURSDAY MORNTNG, SEPTEMBER lfr 1941 
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Above It view of Center street In Brandon, showing ml extreme left, part of the area wh <-h 
burned during last nlght’a 1200 000 conflafration. Two blocks were destroyed and another damar^d. 
Ten stores with their atAck, were either completely gutted or dama|ed. The beat from the flames cracl ^d 
windows In the business blocks across the street and blistered paint. (Story Page 1.) 


Brandon Has 
Worst Fire 

(Continue^ From Page One.) 


the bakery, who had been ill 
for some time, died tonight at 
8 o'clock during the height of 
the blare without being aware 
of it. 

The stairway adjoining the bak¬ 
ery also burned as the flames 
ypread to the new postoffice which 
wTia opened last May 31. Damage 
to the postoffire block was alight 
and business will he conducted at 
thr office as usual tomorrow'. 

While the Are raged toward the 
postofficc. the employes moved all 
first class mall and most of the 
furnishings and furniture to the 
office of Dr. C. Mkfiaker. 

Firemen experienced difficulty In 
keeping the flames from spreading 
to the Brandon inn garage in back 
of the former Howe company block 
at the rear side of several Park 
aueet stores were scorched. 

Heat from the flames was so 
I tense thst it Cracked windows, 
the Wright bijildmg across 'the 
J street and blistered paint in show 
• windows. J 

Fire companies were called from 
Rutland. Middlcbury and Proctor. 
One engine responded from Rut¬ 
land under the command of As¬ 
sistant Fire Chief F. H. Seward, 
with two regular flreflghters and 
I 15\auxiliary flremen This engtne 
reorived a call at 7 05 and reached 
Brandon at 7.20. \ 


i lip: 

in one of the blocki fted W safety, 
leaving behind all their household 
possessions. 

Richard L. Widlund. manager of 
the Brandon inn. sustained a leg 
injury when the force of water 
through a huse threw a nnr/le 
against him. He was treated by Dr. 
J. Seeley Estabrook. 

The dance planned by Neshnbe 
Grange was postponed until tomor¬ 
row night. The dance is a war 
stamp benefit, 

Brandons lift big fire was early 
in August when the Weinle block, 
on the opposite side of the street, 
was gutted with a lost jjf several 
thousands of dollars. J 


Tcinplc Street Bam 
Burns But Firemen 
Save 2 Nearby Houses 

The Rutland Fire department 
yesterday battled for an hour and a ' 
half to bring under control a fire ; 
which destroyed a barn and its con- 1 
tents owned by Philip Matt at 107 , 
Temple street, and which spread to j 
□ nearby barn owned by Tony Gara- 
fano and threatened the Matt and 
Garafano homes. 

Three trucks responded to the 
alarm at 11:25 o'clock, and the fire 
was out at 12:50. According to 
Deputy Fire Chief Ralph Bean, the 
cause of the blaze bad not been dc- 
Itermined up to last night The loss 
is partially covered by insurance. 

The fire apparatus was called to 
111 Killlnfton avenue yesterday af- 
jternoon. where the residents had 
believed there was a fire In the 
partition. The alarm was recorded 
as needless. 

The fire alarm circuits were dc- 
, fectlve* yesterday, resulting In a 
number of single blasts at intervals 1 
during the day. 


Members of Four Fire De¬ 
partments and Scores of 
Volunteers Battle TownV 
Worst Conflagration. ' 

;\ : 

io Store^Hit 

j • • • 

Delay Caused in Summon¬ 
ing Fire Department Be-, 
cause of Defect in Siren; 
RutHnders Aitf Fight. 

iBpeclxl (o Th« ftemid ) 
BRANDON. Sept. 15.- Members 
of four fire departments and score* 
of volunteer! tonight battled for 
four hour* before putting under 
control n ro#nng fire which mush* 
loomed through two three-atory 
wooden blocks and damaged a third 
on the eu»t aide of Center atreet at 
un estimated lose of $200,000 in 
Brundons wont conflagration. 

It wa* believed started from burn¬ 
ing papers In the rear of one of the 
burned blocks. 

Ten stores with their atock 
were either destroyed or dam¬ 
aged and two /families made 
homeless by the fire which 
struck in the heart of the busi¬ 
ness section and for a time 
threatened to spread to the rear 
of the stores nn Park street. 

At 6 *5 o'clock < J. Noll! discov¬ 
ered a fire from burning papers In 
the rear of the block In which he 
conducts a grocery store had spread 
to the WfWlen building. He attempt¬ 
ed In put out the flames with a fire 
extinguisher and sent out word for 
an alarm to be sounded. 

By this time, however, the flames 
had gamed a good start and by the 
tune the flic department arrived, 
the Arc wai # leaping and roaring 
with terrific speed through the 
blocks. 

A delay was cauaed In summoning 
the Dun mo re Hose company of 
Brandon owing to a defect in the 
siren which sounded only once, and 
firemen and volunteers believed st 
first it was only a test blaaL Siren* 
on automobiles were used to bring 
out the flremen. r 

Blocki destroyed were those - 
owned by W. T. and Earl S. Wright 
and the old Howe Scale company 
building, owned by the town of 
Whiting and the Whiting churches. 
Earl S Wright Uvea in Rutland^W. 

T. Wright, a brother, lives itTCan- 
ada. 

Badly gutted wa* the rear of the 
E. A. Keeler block. AL| are adjoln- 

t Ing, 

Stores In the Wright blook which 
were burned out were the Graad . 
Union, Nolli'a grocery and ice 
cream parlor, and the Sander* 

| News atore. ^ 

Other stores TH the same build- 
* ing which suffered loss were the J. 

W. Baker Radio shop and the Whit* 

! restaurant, owned by Carml Don alb. 

Stores, in. the old Howe company 
block which were gutted were the 
Benjamin Kaye 5 & 10, S. Arfanl* 
candy store, the F. C. Schuster Oil 
| burners store, and the W. T. Collin* 
j bakery. , * 

| In the Keeler block the First Na¬ 
tional atore Was damaged. Tbt 
(manager Is Wtlliam Purcell.,* 

William T. CollLne, owner ef 











































Man Hurt In 
Blast Near 
Iron Works 


John W. Erickson in Hos¬ 
pital Following First of 
Two Explosions. 


House Is Hit Twice 


Steel Cylinder Ends Blown 
300 I'cct and Smash Cel¬ 
lar and Side Walls. 



One mao was seriously injured 
und the lives of several other«pcr- 
, sons, including workmen, motorists, 
pedestrian.*', children and nearby 
residents were endangered yester-^ 
I day at noon when two red hot pro * 
I J eel lies shot *out by explosions in 
4 scrap fire in the rear of the Lin- 
I rt)tn Iron Works building hurtled 
I through the air at lightning speed 
a distance of more than 300 feet 
and crashed into the home of Pros- 
iper J. LaJoice of 139 State street, 
causing much damage 
John W. Erickton of Chaplain 
•venue, a foundry helper, who was 
tn a group of workmen engaged in 
burning rubber from large hollow 
metal rollers which had been used 
tn heavy machinery was hurled 
over a 20-foot embankment by the 
first blast. At the Rutland hospital 
(last night he was under the care 
of Dr. James J. Reedy for severe 
shock, numerous lacerations and 
I contusions and a possible fracture 
of the pctvic bone. 

The first' blast occurred at about 
tl 40 o’clock and the second about 
12 00 

Deputy Fire Chief Ralph R. Bean 
of the Rutland Fire department said 
that the blast was caused by the 
expansion of air within the hollow 
rollers in the heat of the lire. Big 
round steel ends "sweated in" lot 
the large tubes were hurled in a 
■ northerly direction into the LaJoice* 
[house, while the rollers themselves.I 
whose action was compared to tha! 

I of a recoil «n a gun, flew in a 
southwesterly direction. The roller 
which first exploded, causing injury 
to Erickson, was three feet six 
I inches long and about 10 inches 
through. The solid steel end. which 
crashed into the cellar of the La¬ 
Joice house weighed about 70 
* pounds. 

The projectile ripped out a cellar, 

! wall of murble and brick, jammed 
a pipe which conveys gas into the 
i house and ripped out electrical ap-, 

| paratu«. The red hot disc came in* 
a stop on an earthen floor. 

Lincoln Iron Works officials Mini* 
moiled Dr. James J Reedy and an 
; ambulance to take Erickson to the 
| Rutland hospital. 

Meanwhile/Deputy Chief Bean of 
the Rutland Fire department, who 
had received an inquiry concerning 
| an accident at the Lincoln lion 
{ Works, and Commissioner of Pub¬ 
lic Safety Richard H. Royce. who, 

, was leaving the city hall building 
j at *thc time, drove to the scene 
Aftij learning the cause of the ex- 
plosTOn, Bean telephoned for fire 
department equipment. realizing 
that a dangerous condition still pre¬ 
vailed. 


Commissioner Royce. who went to 
the LaJoice house, was assisting In 
quieting Mrs. LaJoice. a semi-in¬ 
valid. who had become hysterical, 
Noting that vapor was rising from 
the scrap-pile in the Lincoln Iron 
Works yard, he rushed to the 
street and cautioned pedestrians and) 
motorists to vacate the area. Be¬ 
fore the fire trucks arrived the sec¬ 
ond explosion occurred, the pro¬ 
jectile passing over the heads of 
several persons. Including Royce 
The commissioner summoned police 
to handle the traffic which congest¬ 
ed .the area within a. short time. 

Servicemen from the Central 
Vermont Public Service corporal jpn 
arrived to shut off the flow of gas 
and power into the house in the in¬ 
terest s of safety. 

The second projectile. which 
struck the flrst floor of the LaJoice 
house, tearing out clapboards and 

plaster between two windows, flew, 
across the living room, destroying 
a door jamb, and then bounded I 
against an adjacent wall. It barely 
missed Prosper L.iJoico who had 
just come home from work at the 1 
Rutland Railroad ear shop for his 
noon meal, ite had just left the 
living room. His granddaughter 
Josephine Bushev, 4. was entering . 
the front door from the street 

Thu second disc weighed fgl 
pounds and was four inches in dia- fl 
meter, (’'.nnciv'ioncr Royce and j 
Deputy Chief Bean directed the 
evacuation ,,f house?, and the mem- 1 
bers of the Rutland fire department * 
cooled the steel tube* on the scrap 
pile by first UMng a light spray 
of water to reduce air pressure, and 
then, playing j heavier stream upon 
the iKui. It was estimated that there 
were yo of the tubes left on the 
burning pile, some of them three 
feet six inches l<»ng, and four inches 
wide, and others of the same length 
but seven inches in diameter. 


Deputy Chief Bean last night call¬ 
ed attention to the fact when auy 
fire, explosion or similar incident 
occurs the fire department should 
be notified at once. He itated that 
had the trucks been promptly call¬ 
ed. the second explosion could have 
been prevented. 

Describing tli* second projectile 
which struck the LaJoice house. Jo¬ 
seph Hamel, a truckman, walking 
home from work to his home near¬ 
by. said: ”1 was just coming down 
the street, and w’as going to turn 
into the walk by LaJuice’s house 
here, when I saw a big red ball of 
Are coming through the air. Then 
Gee—Bingo!** 

The room where the projectile) 
created devastation was decorated 
in red. white and blue streamers, 
and contained wedding gifts arrang¬ 
ed on tables, owned by the former 
Gertrude LaJoice, who was married 
Saturday to Sergt. John Popovitch 
of Center Rutland. They were due 
to return from their honeymoon 
yesterday afternoon. 

The house occupied by the Lo- 

Jolce family is owned by If. Frank* 
Noye«. 

Yesterday s accident was the sec¬ 
ond in recent months for the F.nck- 
v.n famny. Early in August II- 
year-old Elmer Erickson was hos¬ 
pitalized with severe burns cover¬ 
ing hn left leg when a container 
of gasoline from which he was 
pouring fuel into a truck carbureter' 
in a garage caught fire. Firemen I 
said that Elrncr averted a serious! 
fire by carrying the burning gaso¬ 
line ran from the building. Elmer 
i* still a patient at the Rutland 
hospital, and Dr Reedy, who is at-! 
tending both father and son, said 
last night that it will probably be 
some time before the buy is able to 
leave the institution. 


Aged Woman 
Dies in Belmont 
Farmhouse Fire 

j. 

Mn. Carrie Parmenter I* Fire Victim Only Few Hours 
After Neighbors Had Presented Her With Cake and 
Greeting Cards on Occasion of Her 86th Birthday: 
Oil Stove Blamed for Blaze. 

Church, Hotel Threatened 


(dptcUU to Tha H«nd4 ) • 

5 7 A Uw hour * ■ n * r neighbor, hud pretrnled her 

Mr, e«rri»*i“ nd ,r f* Un * c * rdj on lh * «*<*,ion of her Bflth birthday 
Mr . C * rrle nurmenter Wa« burned to death yesterday In a lire which 
,we|H through her home which face, J.ck«,n lake, 

Uelleved to have ttartod from an oil atove, tha wind-whlntvM flr. 
threatened for a lime to engulf nearby building. Including tha Com 

,h * GreC " M ° UnUln e ° ,U “*- ^ whlTh 

Crippled by arthritis, Mrs. Pmr-~ 
menter, the widow of Edward Par¬ 


menter, was trapped in her chair 
by the blaze which broke out about 
4 o clock in the afternoon and was 
not put under control until nearly 
two hours later, after the arrival of 
Are depart menu from Ludlow and 
Rutland. 

Mrs. Parmepter's charred i body 
was not found until nearly 7 o'clock, 
o’clock. 

She was believed to have been 
suffocated by the dense smoke be¬ 
fore the flames reached her In the 
kitchen of her one and one-half 
story home. 

Also destroyed were the house¬ 
hold furnishings and tha Parmenter 
barn which contained a few farm 
tools but no livestock. 

Carried by the brisk wind, sparks 
Ignited the roof of the Community 
church parsonage, and the O A. 
Prieat garage, more than 300 yean 
away. 

When the alarm was sounded 
Oric Priest, a war veteran, and 
Clarence Johnson, a young farmer, 

I tied wet towels over their facet, 
smashed down the front door of 
the house and crept inside in an 
effort to locate the woman. 

They were forced , to abandon 
their rescue try ai the flames mush¬ 
roomed through the wooden struc¬ 
ture. , 

Townspeople worked with buck¬ 
ets of water to keep the flames front 
spreading. Other volunteers led* 
work horses from the Green Moun-; 
tain cottage bam, situated directly 
behind the Parmenter home. 

The Green Mountain cottage Is 
owned by Cljrte Davia 
John aod Edward Parmenter, who 
made their home with their mother, 
arrived at the scene Shortly after 
the house was a mass of *imw * 


FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 5, 1944. 
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Firemen Need Masks In 
Fighting Cellar Blaze 

Rutland firemen were obliged to 
|don sir maaks yesterday to put out i 
i* fl r * in a basement at the home of 
|S W. Sargent of JflO South Main 
street, at 4:15 In the afternoon. The 
[ rause of the blaze was a flooded oil 
burner, which was u»ed to hest 
water. 

Arriving at the ncene the firemen 
found that the cellar was Ailed with 
thick black Smoke, and that the 
ceiling over the heater wai badlv 
sennrhed. A booster line wai mrd 
tn extinguish the blare v 



Mendon Fire 

\ | a 

Extinguished 


Rutland Department Answers 
Second Call in Two Days 
Outside of City. 

For the second time In two days, 
the Rutland Fire departmeot yester- 
day responded to a call to a gnus 
Are in Mendon. the second xuchi 
blaze extinguished by the local 
firemen outside of the city limits in 
two days. 

The blaze, at the home of Mr. snd 
Mrs. B. E. Pike, located near the 
road leading to the Notch, aprcid 
oyer a large area of grass and had 
**t Are to the partitions of the 
house and of the barn, which was 
filled with hay and farming equip¬ 
ment. The blaze was checked by 
the firemen before s iy serious dam¬ 
age resulted. 

On the previous day the depart¬ 
ment put out a meadow fire near 
the intersection of Killington ave- 
nue near the town-line road in 
Rutland town, after flames had 
spread over several acres at the 
home of Louis Columbus and to the 
property of Frank Sullivan being 
stopped Just before they reached a 
pine grove. In both instanc *s, fire 
officials said, the grass was Ignited 
from bonfires. . >, 

The call yesterday came bt 9:45 
o clock. Mr. Pike, who has been 
seriously ill, in turning in a tele¬ 
phone alarm explained that the 
flames were spreading rapidly to¬ 
ward his house, and that his health 
was such that he was powerless 
to check their progre*. Mrs. Pike 
had exhausted the contents of a 
rain barrel in her attempt to put 
the fire out. The blaze had ignited 
the clapboards of the house at three 
j>oints and also the barn when the 
Rutland fire equipment arrived. 

Several meadow fires in outlying 
districts of the city brought In¬ 
quiries last night from many per¬ 
sons who were fearful of forest 
fires. 














































JANUARY 17, 1944 

Fire Engine 3 
Suffers Delay 
Answering Call! 


Engine No. 3 of the Rutland Fire ? 
department, one of three pieces of * 
equipment to answer a telephone 
alarm sent in from Trinity church, 
arrived a bit late after becoming 
involved In minor collisions with 
three other vehicles parked In the 
business section yesterday after 
noon, causing some property dam¬ 
age but no serious personal in¬ 
juries. 

• The incident, which occurred In 
front of the Vogue shop and the 

;New3 shop and attracted scores of 
passers-by to the scene, held up 
(the progress of the truck for little 
! more than live minutes. The other 
equipment went on to the church 

• where the source of the trouble was 
found to be a flooded oil burner 

: In a heater in a small room in the 
.rear of the edifice. 

1 : Engine 3, according to the police 
j report of the accident, was oper¬ 
ated by Fireman George F. Regan. 

. After negotiating the turn just 
beyond the intersection of Evelyn 
: street and Merchants Row, the 
truck, apparently skidding on the 
. pavement, struck a parked car 
owned by Frank Johnson of Belie 
vue avenue, swinging the sedan 
around so that it stood parallel 
with the curbing. Then the engine 
swerved in toward the curb, strik¬ 
ing another parked car owned by 
Mrs. Norma Beckett of West Rut¬ 
land, a Rutland hospital nurse. Mrs. 
Beckett’s mother, Mrs. Julia 
Thompson of Wallace avenue, was 
sitting In the car at the time of 
the crash, and told police that she 
|* sustained a slight arm injury. She 
t commented, “it's an experience I 
s wouldn’t care to have three times 
c a day.*’ 

v The left front fender of the 
1 nurse's car was smashed and the 
| left front headlight broken. The 
r left rear fender and bumper of 
j the Johnson car were damaged. 

I Another car involved in the col¬ 
lision, according to Chief of Po¬ 
lice Harold S. Potter, was that of 
, Robert Chapmnn of West Rutland. 

, who drove away before the extent 
t|*of damage to his automobile was 
" ascertained. 

* Engine 3, known as the "quad" 
Struck, is an all-purpose piece of 
*• equipment, carrying a pump, lad¬ 
ders, booster tank and hose. After 
t the truck came to a stop near the 
r curb, the fender of Mrs. Beckett's 
d car pressed against the left front 
t wheel, acting as a brake, and it 
c was necessary to push the vehicles 
c apart before the truck could pro- 
u ceed. 

-* Police Officer Reginald Noe, near- 
M by when the crash occurred, in- 
c vestigated the accident 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Kolton<ki 
^ reported that damage to the fire 
v engine was approximately five dol¬ 
lars. covering dents in the right 
n front bumper apd fender. The siren, 

™ jammed in the collision, was re¬ 
paired by firemen. 

front bumper and fender. 

-- 111 L±J£L 


Damage in Store Blaze 

Estimated at $1000 

Damage In • blaze which crept 
into a partiUon of the River street 
grocery store of James A. Reardon 
early Monday morning was eeti* 
j meted yesterday by fireman ’ aa 
around $1000. Tlse blaze, which 
started from en overheated motor 
In an Ice creem refrigerator, w*j 
dUncovered about 3:43 o'clock and the 
department was summoned by tele¬ 
phone. The fire soon was under con¬ 
trol. The damage Included Iom of 
some stock. 

Aside from a needleaj oall dur¬ 
ing the early-afternoon thunder¬ 
storm. the firemen w ere not called 
out yesterday. 


MARCH 13, 1944 

Fire Hits 
Grocery 

Blaze Damages Food Stocks 
and Store on Strongs Ave¬ 
nue Early Saturday. 

yir ® of uhdeUrmJned orlfln 
broke out in the McLeujhlln Broth- 
*r* grocery itore at the Intersection 
of Strong, avenue and Clover atreet 
early Saturday morning, reaultlng 
In damage to tho greater part of 
the stock and to the interior of the 
building. 

A two-tenement dwelling con- 
nectlng with the atore wu threat¬ 
ened, but firemen wero able to 
bring the flames, which crept 
through the parUtlons. under con¬ 
trol, aa the two families occupying 
them were making preparation* to 
leave the building. 

The fire department equipment 
and personnel reeponded to an 
fj*. 1 ™ o’clock. As Firemen 

William Donovan and John Kent 
entered the one-story structure 
where the store was located, a hot 
sir explosion occurred. The fire¬ 
men escaped Injury but were con¬ 
siderably Jarred in the blast, which 
broke the large glass display win¬ 
dows. 

Although no official cause was 
given for the fire, Jt was indicated 
that the flames might have origin¬ 
ated In a small stove used to heat 
the store. The flames ate through 
the partition on the south side of the 
store and !ntq,the walls of the apart¬ 
ment It was also necessary to rip 
out somfi of the wooden sheath ceil¬ 
ing to put out a fire in sawdust 
used as Insulation, firemen said. 

Two lines of hose were used on 
the blaze, which was under control 
at 6:30 o'clock. 

James McLaughlin, manager, 
could not be reached last night to 
give figures of damage to the build¬ 
ing and to the stock of groceries. 

The department was called out 
on two other occasions Saturday. 
Responding to an alarm from 15 
Pine’atreet at 0:13 o'clock. It was 
discovered that water was gushing 
from a, faucet connected with a pipe 
which had been frozen earlier In 
the day. Emergencies of this nature 
are not In the province of the de¬ 
partment 

DECEMBER 4, 1943 


Chimney Causes Firemen 
Two Calls on Same Day 

Homage totalling about $130 was 
rau*ed yesterday by a partition 
ttlaze caviled by a defective chimney 
.Tt 6 Pino street which started jis 
troublesome day by blazing up at 
8 30 in the morning and ended it by 
firing a partition, causing an alarm 
from box 18 st 6 o'clock last night 
which brought out four pieces pt 
fire apparatus. 

According to fire officials, their 
first call to the apartment, which 
houses three families, occurred 
early yesterday morning when soot 
in fihe chimney caused s "routine" 
.chimney blaze. During the afternoon 
the chimney was cleaned, snd paper 
was ign.tcd at the base to test the 
draft. The chimney blazed again 
hard and firemen responded again. 

Overheated bricks at the second 
hla2e caused the partition to smoul¬ 
der in the second-floor apartment of 
George E. Nichols and firemen were 
1 forced to open a partition to reach 
the fire with a booster line from a 
fire truck. Firemen who found 
snake seeping into the apartment 
called the station. Box 18 was set up 
from headquarters, and more ap¬ 
paratus arrived. The fire was con¬ 
fined to the partition but emoke 
damage was considerable. 


MONDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 28, 1944. 
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Fire Guts 

Sn^all Home 

/ - 

Serviceman’s Wife, Children 
Lose All Possessions in Free¬ 
man Ave. Rlazc, 


wlfe <wo 

£ . L 5 " lldren were lefl home let, 

oni U ,7!t y T hen * Utted lh « Jrn411 

one-»t«y home they occupied at 8'A 
*, nu< - The woman. Mr.. 
F*" ard BUir and her ,on. aged 
rour. and daughter, who will be 
three next month, are slaying at the 

BuM*n nf\ n p* hb ° r< Mr *' K,Ch » r ' 1 
local Herf® £ reem » n »venue until 

“* d ,. C| ? M repreaentatlvei 
locate another home for them. 

cauil* ‘"LT’* rccords the 

J*ts «vf. J* bUle - Covered at 
jf 'Zlf'. at ,hc ‘Kiting of 
clothe*/wXfch had been hung over 
an oil 'range. 

Mrs. Bi a i r and j lcr cfiiMreo hud 

fhev ^ I h ® Burlon hom « to tee If 
they hud received any mail, or- 

dinartly’ left there for them by the 

I Sc «J ,C m When „ Dyron Allard. 

| uncle , of Mr,. Burton, noticed 

1 w coming from the Blair home 
-nd umed In a fire alarm. * 

All of Ihe clothing, bedding and 
other furpiture of the family were 

had gained con- 

flr d J w*it'^ adway by lfie time the 
fire department arrived.* It was 

1800 f* e ^°f hose 
IS?" h^nt at the corner of 

Th? b^Mfnt nUC #nd S ‘ ratton roa d. 

OUL S£f •"/ wa * * ult0 ' d trough- 

o-cloci? 0 ^ w “ 0U ‘ a ‘ 3:37 
thPhM?),? 11 no Insurance either on 
Corp. Br.iord W McKi , rryer nCd «r b v y 1 

^Blairs husband, pf c Td 

rivK ,r - «“* 

sSaxarjs.-sr'u! 

Harvey m ? rnln «- 

« Sre y inhi. f h . 5 Cl,y discovered 
• nrc In his automobile 

braked" ^ om ^ 

& g na J£*i * nd ,UrnPd *" a '-rm 

few mlnSS. *“ ° Ul W “ hin a 
AtL2“E!!7 flre . at the h ^« of 

hrt ? n ot 191 hforth Main 
street brought the fire equlomen* 

£« «” »"«'■ at. 


NOVEMBER 17. 1944. 


Firemen Respond to Two 
. Alarms Over Week-End 

Tb# Rutland Ftr# department re¬ 
sponded to two alerma during Ihe 
week-end. no aeriou* damage being 
reported in wither WvrUnce. The ap- 
peratua wa* called to the houe* of 
Wendall K. No yea on upper Wood- 
•lock evenue about 143 o'clock laal 
night when a blaze in the uphol- 
fiery of a davenport, located In the 
living room, filled the houae with 
amoke. The firemen were obliged to 
uee a atreem from a bxHrter tank 
to deaden the blare, before carry¬ 
ing the lounge out of the houae The 
cauee of the hr# waa not deter¬ 
mined. 

Soft cool burning tn ■ hilchon 

r * , ’C* l n • <*own»Uir» ,p, r i mw ,| 

• t 183 Granger atraot wa, th« cause 
of an alarm at 8:30 o'clock Saturday 
morning. Firemen found no blate 


Dog Survives 
Fire in Home! 


I ci of F. I. I luhl);trtl Family 
Revived With Oxygen After 
Flames Damage House. 


Damage running into a number 
of hundreds of dollars was caused 
yesterday afternoon by fire which i 
burned Us way out of « clothes I 
closet and damaged partitions of a 
duplex house at ICKJ North Main 1 
street. 

No members of the Donald I 
T. Hubbard family occupying 
the apartment were at home 
but their little rtK’ker ipnnirl, 
"Nigger.” shut in the apart- 
ment. inhaled a heavy dose of 
smoke and carbon monoxide 
ga* and became the first dog I, 
ever to merit the use of the 
local fire department s oxygen 
inhalator. The Spamrl was a 
pretty sick dog when he was 
found and firemen, by cupping 
the inhalator mask to h.x head 
with then hands, revived him. 

'lie lapped up'the oxygen as 
If it were just what he want¬ 
ed/' firemen said. ’’Nigger had 
a narrow escape.” 

There was no explanation given 
for the blaze which destroyed near¬ 
ly all the clothes of the Iltfbbnid 
family who had lefl the house lessj 
than an hour before and returned 
to find fire trucks drawn up be¬ 
fore their home und a crow'd of* 
pcnple standing around. 

The flames broke through to the 
dining room, searing walls and 
rafters, and very dense smoke and I 
soot covered walls in nearby rooms 
Several partitions were burned out.! 

Firemen were forced to break! 
through a window and found the 
smoke so dense that for a moment 
it was difticult to locate the blaze. I 
according to Deputy Chief Ralph 
H. Bean. The fire was put out with ' 
two booster lines and there was al¬ 
most no w’ater damage. 

I 

OCTOBER 19. 1945. 


Robbim St. * 
Home Afire 


Sound of ‘Rain’ 
Be Attic Blaze 
key Family. 


Members of the 
ard Pelkey of ] 
thought they be* 
heavy downpour 
fore 3:30 o'clock 
lng and forgot the 
minutes Jater they 
An invextigation 
flames were < 
and they telepho 
Fire de%)artxnenL 
rung from the c 
at 3:35 o’clock. 

Fire Chief All 
sajjl that the fire 
taneoui combuitio i 
The two-story ho 
one family, was nu, 
the blaze may have 
paint clot, the chie 
Damage was cau 
miscellaneous con. 
and lo two ceiling! 
Door. Two booster 
in putting out the i 
The* second call 
*Ponded *o by thi 
PwTment came froi i 
at 3:07 o'clock yest t. 
A flooded oil burner 
There w»« no dam 


Turns Out to 
Rousing Pel- 


family of Rich- 
Robbins street 
the noise of a 
rain shortly be- 
: esterday morn- 
matter until five 
i melled smoke 
disclosed that 
ig in the attic, 
i the Rutland 
c alarm 18 was 
fire station 
w 

H. Koltonski 
• due to spon- 
in the attic 
; occupied by 
ly painted and 
resulted from a 
said. 

to the rafters, 

» of the attic 
cm the second 
lines were used 
ire 

otf the day re¬ 
local. Fire de- 
85 Davis street 
rday afternoon, 
was the cause 
! . 
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$6000 Fire in Novak ^lock 
Thrills Crowd at Cafnival 


f "a# 1 ■; 


. Llndholm'* «tor*. dhlch together 

Blaze in 3-Story Building wllh Ul * *hut-down |Wh«u n drug 

r\ •- *» j -v-i o company. Novak * kr«mery. 

Opposite Park Thought ifat*. end C*utlne» Bake n 

to Have Started in Ref ^° P .‘ v 01 ** the frouBtUloor. aeem- 

10 nave oiarxca in KCI- ed to be the worst! jft A back 

1 lore room, containing 


use; Rear Part Damaged. 


watch Are- 
of a full- 
Ihreaten- 
block.“ at 


faQ of Are. and 
the top floors 

onflned to the 
• which houses 
two upper 
at street 
burned over 
kitchens 
Ire the Are 
| smoke and 
vhere, par- 
.Xloor stock 


f 

Hundreds oi persons fathered at 
the carnival on Main street park 
had only to cross Lha road about 
3:30 o'clock yesterday B w 
men make a swift stM i 
dress Are which for a jBe 

ed to engulf the "No^ 1_ .. 

the southeast corner of South Main 
and Terrill streets. The blaze caus¬ 
ed an estimated $0000 damage 
The flames, which *re thought 
to have started in rubbish at the 
rear entrance of Lhq big building, 
raced up the side of the atructure. 
converting It Into a 
turned back rooms 
Into shamble*. 

All-damage was 
rear of/the buildin 
six apartments on 
stories, and four _ 
levels. Moat heavil # 
were back bedrooms 
on the third floor 
dung hard, but Y 
water did damage 
ticulsrly fh ground 
rooms. \ - 
A sidelight or fort-runner to the' 
blase, it told by Benjamin Johnson. I 
employe at Novaks CBamery; who 
says he stamped out d blaze w hich I 
he noticed In a carlo* at the rear I 
of Linoolm’a Grocery fctore several 
hours before the mala Are. 

The ensuing blaze at 3:30 swept 1 
up the rear facade and porches of 
the building In ••flash'* fashion, 
quickly caught projecting corners of 
nearby buildings, and appeared al¬ 
most uncontrollable as the Are 
equipment rumbled In and heavy 
lines were laid. . 

The Arat streams of water put out 
the moat auperflclal pari of the 
Are but it continued to roar around 
the roof and cornices, making head¬ 
way Into the building. The Amt Are 
ladder was laid against the build¬ 
ing from Terrill street, and soon 
three ladders, including the serial 
steps of the ladder truck, allowed 
firemen and callmen to fight the 
flames from above slid from the 
rear. 1 

Moat of the danger tf the building 
was past 10 minutes After firemen 
got on the scene, bvl for half an 
hour the men foughBon the flre- 
weakened thlrd-sior* porch, the 
roofedge and from the Inside to 
clean out the tenacious blaze. Acrid 
smoke, falling brands, the weaken- 
ed porch structure and the heavy 
streams of water made it almost a4 
marvel that none of the workers 
was hurt. 

Most seriously burned were the 
rear rooms of the thlrd-floor apart-, 
menu occupied by Mr. and Mm. B 1 
D. Connnt and Mr». Jennie Myattl 
where bedrooms and rear dining 
rooms were converted Into a sham 
bles and partially burned away. 

On the second floor,*apartments 
of Mis* Miriam McKen' 

White were blUtered a 
the east side, while 
water pouring down 
damaged plaster and ...» 
belongings In the back rooms were 
seared and smoking. Water from 
the kitchen tapa came our nearly 
steaming. White was In Burlington 
at the time, but Mlu McKenzie was 
In her apartment. *r d began 
move her belongings] f 


Iper, stock. 
|kened and 
our were * 
llins which 
rank Llnd- 
yesterday 


and foods was well-q 
perhaps 100 bags of 
drenched despite ta. 
were put over them, 
holm, proprietor, ata^, 
that he would be closed down Mon* 
day and Tuesday, but expected to 
re-open Wednesday. Much of the 
flock was moved durlnj the Are. 

At Chrlatlne’f bakery where most 
of the week’a product! had been* 
sold, some water di mage was 
noted. while damag appeared 
minor to Novak's Crea aery. 

A second-floor front, apartment 
occupied by Paul M. Bets snd E. J. 
Fallon, both absent from town, was 


locked throughout t 
but waa believed u_. 

Few occupants we 
Ing at the time. 

Fire Chief Alfred - 
planning to return to* 
after a period of 111 
•pot and was seen oi 
the building. The cl 
period of rest Is not u 
tys doctors The ch 
estimate of km. 

The building, owni, 
tfrt Harry J. Novak. 


excitement, 

ned. 

the build- 

Koltonskl, 
>rk today 
r was on the 
the roof of 
fera official 
iccording to 
made the 

„ Mr. and 
ras insured. 
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Hot Ashes Blamed For 

Fire at Poor Farm 


Hut p],ir»<t ,n a papnr ron- 

U.nt r r*n the porch of the Hutiand 
1 1 »*y t*mr fjnn on Woodstock avenue 
yesterday afternoon, ignited the 
pajicr hug and the flames spread 
fn»ni the cuti.de of the build.ng 
through the partitions on the An: 
and second floors. 

I Three iruclw of the Rutlarwl Hire 
department resj>onded to a tele¬ 
phone alarm at 11:12 o'clock, and 
the Are was out at 11:47. 

Deputy Eire Chief Frank Seward 
*s:d that although the Inmates of 
the- farm were ready to evacuate 
the building, such a move was not 
necessary at the time the truck* ar- 1 

rived. The blaze was brought under 
control immediately, and there was 
no confusion arpong the men and 
women living in the building. 

The flames crept from the porch' 
wall Into the kitchen of the build¬ 
ing and then to an upstairs room 
through the wall* 



• * — • - i . _i 

Herald Photo. 

Flames had nearly eaten away the poreh roof at the rear of 
the Novak block and w.ere still horning Insbarkroom* when this 
picture was taken >esterday by The llerald photographer. Fire¬ 
men ran be seeq at close quarters with lh^ flame and smoke on 
thd third-story porch where they have Varried heavy lines. The 
object coming out the window is a flaming mattreaa which was 
being jettisoned to save a bedroom on the third floor. Shortly be- 
fo f e this picture*** snapped, the Are. which caused an estimated 
i damage, completely enveloped the rear of the building. 


JUNE 26, 1944. 

Fire Causes 
Big Lo^s To 

%» ivw vuyiuic* .uu*r n 
■ C °*0 iH ** bv * !l from box 37, 

V_J I OCCI ;V V^Os firvrnrn * piece of ;*p- 

[7 .iv.iil.iblc. li.nl the blaze 


The business district Are attracted 
.»i*i# than .« thmisanu spectators to 
I hi* M*emv For more] than an hour 
it4rb* on Strong* .iv^mue. Madison 
*t .md.Wales wvrt lined 

people w.«tehidg the Aremen 

«4jH i 

CjI'chI a few mlfciutcs .liter H 




JANUARY 29, 1944. 


Firemen Summoned As 
Blaze Attacks Clothing 

Firemen were called out yesterday 
to extinguish a blaze within 
dwelling for the Arat time In abott 
10 days. The call came at about l:3n 
p. m. from 23 Royce street whrrr ! 
clothing hung in a back hall had it. ( 
<ome unknown manner caught Ar« 
The extent of damage. Aremen said, 
was a singed wall. 

Early yesterday morning one en¬ 
gine was dispatched to put cfUt n 
rubbish Are at the rear of Melcn 
Brothers garage oA Woodstock avc 


nue. 


Rutland Wholesalers Sus¬ 
tain Heavy Damage from 

Water and Snioke. 

i 

Origin Is Unk nown 


rned 

>r 4*P 

n«e , 

§ 

i Voi 


under cimtrid in ab^ut 21) minute* t 
blit smoke ro-r *ky\sA»rd long after- • 
ward and it was nvCe>*.«ry to f>our ‘ 
wJiter into the tiuiilling f«>r some 
tirtie iifter the blaze w.ty M|urlchisi. 

It Li expecusi th.d ,i substantial l 
part of the canned I goods, which 
I comprised the bul ii of the rner- 
rhandiA* m the sub}basement, c.*n 
tw reclaimed despite the f.»tt that . 

( water jsiured into thit area in great, 
quantity. Salvage coters were plac- 


covers were piac- 

Hliiyr StiirlS Nfi r Officr of ^ °^** r *11 perishatjie merchandise 

nid/.c Claris iNcar yu\cc oi by flrem<?n a5 500f) ^ lhey could be 

Strongs Avc. ■ Establish¬ 
ment; Hundrbds Watch. 


and V. } 
burned at 
oke and 
»m above 
coring All 


to 


A Are of brief duration but great 
Intensity last^night ciused loss run¬ 
ning into thousand* of dollars at 
the plant of :tic Itiltland Grocery 
company, inc. at 43 Strongs avenue, 
a \ large quantity o| merchandise 
being ruined. Mucn of the loss 
wbs due to smoke ann water which 
fobnd its way into a* basement Ail¬ 
ed with valuable ib-pk 
The origin of the (Jre, which was 
conAned to the noftlieast section 
of the mam buildingi is not known. 
Patrick F. Howle>o of Pleasant 
stxetd. treasurer of I the company, 
had left the building an hour be¬ 
fore the alarm wa^ sounded and 
noticed no smoke, ht<stated 
The flames were donflned to Ihe 
main floor of the dne-story brick 
building under whict] there arc two 
basements. The maiji floor houses 
the office and principal storage 
rooms but water also reached large 
quantities of cereal flour, sugar 
»fld paper products I stored in the 
spnee below. 


spared from fighting) the blaze 

Most of the firmallmportant rec¬ 
ords and documents Were saved, ac¬ 
cording to Harrte < Burton, vice 
president of the coni>any. 

Deputy Fire Chief|Ralph R. Bean, 
seting io the place 6f Chief Alfred 
H. Koltonskl, w'ho leas away, said 
that a huge column bf dense smoke 
burst through the buildings sky¬ 
light as the trucks Approached the 
scene of the Are. j 

Attacking the blaie at rhe point 
of iU apparent sourefc— in the vicin¬ 
ity oT the office section—Aremen 
smastied a large Window in the 
office and cut holed in the roof to 
get at the center of Ihe Are At the 
same time ho>e w'^s laid through 
doors on the east 4nd south sides 
of the building, so hat the flames! 
could be fought frort every possible 
side. 

Firemen quickly stopped the 
spread of the Are, w lich was creep¬ 
ing south and west hlong the main 
floor, but continued to throw w'ater 
on W until there was no possibility | 
of Its recurring. 


JANUARY 2, 1945 

Quick Flop 
Into Puddle 
Saves Burns 


'That Aremen described aa a 
•'bellyflop'* In a rain puddle, yes-, 
terday afternoon averted painful 
burns to Richard Cola, 17, employ¬ 
ed at Dlkeman’i garage at 33 Chest¬ 
nut avenue, when, he told officials, 
his clothing caught Are after a pipe 
ne had been amoklng fell Into a 
shallow pan of gasoline, spattering 
the flaming liquid on his wearing 
apparel, and on the wall of the gar- 

sir 

Cota's action in rushing from the 
building Into the ratn outside and 
lying flat in a pool of water, com¬ 
pletely extinguished the flames on 
his clothing. Meanwhile the Are 
crept from the front wall on v the 
Arat floor of the barn which houses 
the garage to the outside partition 
on the second story. The blaze waa 
conAned by Aremen to the front of 
the building. 

Box alarm 114 waa sounded, bring¬ 
ing regular Aremen on their day 
off, and call Aremen, some of them 
from their New Year’* dinners, to 
the scene. 

There was a considerable amount 
of smoke In the building, which 
stands in the rear of the Dikeman 
residence. The garage Is opersted 
by George Dikeman. 

Careless smoking was listed by 
Are officials ai the cause of the 
blaze. 
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Grass Fire 
No. i Occurs 


First of Season Here Destroys 
Boys' Shack on Columbian 
Avenue. 


The spring season "officially- 
opened for the Rutland Fire de¬ 
partment yesterday afternoon at 
2;S3 o'clock when an alarm was 
turned In for a grass Are at 235 
•Columbian avenue. It was grass Are 
No. 1 for 1944. 

Equipped to Aght a blaze of this 
type the service truck and a crew 
from the department responded 
Arriving at the achene of the Are 
on the east side of Columbian ave¬ 
nue back of the Watkins avenue 
school, it waa discovered that a 
boys' shack was also ablaze, and 
a call waa sent in for more assist¬ 
ance. Two ladder trucks responded. 

The shanty, which the Aremen 
found to be well constructed and 
locked up tight, was located back 
of the home of Bocco Flory, and 
was built by Joe and Alfred Flory. 
It was made of heavy planks and 
crcosoted tar covered the roof, from 
which rose volumes of black smoke. 

The Are Agbters found it neces¬ 
sary to break the heavy lock on 
the shanty, but were unable to save 
from destruction the contents which 
Included chain, a table, an old vic- 
trbla and -a number of phonograph 
records. 


Smoke, No Fire 

* * 


, -VI c ty Are apparatus and a 
crowd .of onlooker, quickly 
.lathered on* Merchants Row 
about • o'clock last ni*ht when 
wnoke. detected ia the Wool- 
*B,worth department store, m 
-J^the sigael for aa elans from 
seldom-runj Bo* 41 in Depot 
•Quart , 

There wps -plenty of smoke, 
but no fire, aecofdin* to Aramen 
wjto found a burned-out motor 
in. the basement refriferation 
plant as the Source of Jhe alarm. 

— "»f the apparatus returned 
immediately, and the crowd. 
,ncljd;n| many well-satisfied 
tenants of business places who 
had rushed to the scene, quickly 
'dispersed. - . 


Firemen Quell Three 
Blazes Over Week-End 

A flooded oil furnace in the base- 
jtnent of the Kltaprnfe block at :ifl 
?r Center street brought out the Rut-3 
land Fire department Saturday 
morning at 10 o'clock. The base¬ 
ment. located under the pool room, 
and hot cleaning shop operated hv I 
Joseph Colodonato, was Hlird with 
smoke. The Are however, wai run. * 
fined io the fur note Firemen torn*! 
* hr 0, l «nd put out the 

lihifcr 

At 10 o clock the name nioiii-j 
mg the department wv.,% « to u. 

tenement ho i IP e a t n rt SirolIKlI 
avenue to rxtiiiguUlt « chimney n.e 1 

Unya smoking in the building *a.i 
given b v the owner os the t.m e 
(lf □ fire in a garage in the rear of 
a House at r> K.llmglon avenue 
■ owned, by Mrs. Mary MeUarrv, 
which occurred shortly after 12 
oclock that noon. Furniture and 
oth * r ^Hich had been *tmrd 

m the building were damaged. The 
«*ture. firemen I 

said. The booster lines were u.sed 
Hln combating the blaze 


Burned Man 
In Hospital 

• War Worker Injured as Early 
Morning Blaze Does $1000' 

Damage to Home. 

— 

Fire of undetermined origin I 
which early yesterday morning, 
« caused damage of more than $1000 
i to the frame hou^e owned and oc- 
t cupied by the family of Joseph E.' 
i Gemo at 146 State street, resulted! 
i in injury to Ernest Lapierre, 45. a ' 
fwar worker, who lived in the up¬ 
stairs apartment. ,i 

, At the Rutland hospital Iasi i 
night. Lapierre was under care oi : 
Dr- Hugh H. Hanrahan for first def 1 
gree burns to his face, neck anc. i 
arms, sustained when he was at? 

to lake clothing and valu- j 
ables from the burning house. His 
wire w aa also under the doctor's! 

care for shock, at the home of I 
neighbors. 

Members of the Durivage family i 
of 23 Baxter street, who live op-i 
posite the Gemo house at Hie inter- 
, section of State and Baxter streets, i 
J noticed flames and smoke coming 
(from the building about 5:15 o'clock 
^yesterday morning. Chief Alfred H. * 

• night credited their 

•i action in awakening occupants of 
•j tne burning house with saving live.® 
jand more serious property dam- 

The greater part of the fire dam¬ 
age was confined to the upstairs 
apartment, and to the rear of the’ 
house- Three lines of hose were 1 
laid by the fire department, re- ! 
sponding to a telephone alarm, and*' 
salvage covers were placed over the' 
furniture. The occupants of the ! 
house, Joseph Gemo and hi* dauzh-? 
tor. Miss Mary Gemo. on the first? 
story, and Mr. and Mrs Ernest La-* 

fh!f re ’ i e l Cap ^ d ? 0m the ini 
their night clothing. Firemen said- 

that Lapierre was attempting tot 
salvage clothing and furniture when f 
he was burned. J 

Damage to furniture, walls and 1 
ceiling in the Gemo apartment was 
caused mostly by water and smoke. | 

« The upstairs and downstairs sheds * 

^and the kitchen in the upper apart¬ 
ment were destroyed by the blaze. J 
, Firemen gave Lapierre first aid., 
and Dr. Hanrahan, who was sum¬ 
moned, took him to the hospital. 

and Dr. Hanrahan. wntT wav pun*- 
fcmoned. took him to the hospital 
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wo Burned As 
Blazing* Grease 
Spills From Pan : 


t. 


Two!men received rr.;nor but 


'painful burns yesterday shortly af¬ 
ter noon when a pan of grease 
Which caught Are at I7H Cottage 
f{reet caused a brief Are which 
4imed a quantity of bedding, but 
ia* nearly extinguished before the 
Jrival of Aremen. It was one of 
eve alarms aruwered by Aremen 

I er the week-end. 

Edward J. Wynne, occupant of a 
rond-story apartment, mas burn¬ 
ed Aral when he attempted to 
to move the pan of burning grease 
f^om the kitchen. It fell from h^ 
^ands and skidded into a bedroom 
’ where, it act Are to bedclothes, ac¬ 
cording to Assistant Chief Ralph 

I Another apartment owner in _e 
building W. P. Hayes, was also 
farced about the hands as he sided 
m putting out the fire. 

Firemen, called by telephoneA sp¬ 
elled first aid to Wynne who had 
bums on his hands and face, as well 
is to Hayes. 

I The 1 cold snap brought several 
fther .calls for firemen as heating 
blantjj were given their first test 
yf the season. There was an early 
fnomihg chimney fire on Saturday 
M 203 South Main street and «o- 
)ther| chimney blaze late in the 
ifteraoon at 9 Freeman avenue. 
An oil burner call at 90 Plain street 
■tils' answered shortly afterwards, 
yesterday afternoon, an overbeat- 

e stovepipe at 98 Brown street 
used an alarm. 


/ o /j * / 

Firemen Twice Called 
To Same Blazing Chimney 

The Rutland Fire department 
equipment and personnel made two 
trips to the Hulett block on Mer¬ 
chants Row yesterday to extinguish 
a chimney fire In the section oc¬ 
cupied by the Klllington Glove 
Manufacturing company. The fire 
was caused by creosote burning in 
the chimney which was solidly 
plugged, firemen raid. 

A coal-burning henter which 
heats the plant, connects with the 
chimney where the blaze waa locat¬ 
ed. The trucks were called out af 
2:10 o'clock, and the three large 
pieces of equipment attracted much 
attention In the center of the busi¬ 
ness district. The firemen went to 
the building for the second time at 
4 o’clock, and removed a part of 
the chimney, rether than take a 
chance on letting the creosote burn 
off naturally. 

The fire was the first in the city 
•ince October 4 when the trucks 
were called to a blaze at 43 Ever¬ 
green avenue. 


FRIDAY MORNING. JUNE 23, IW 


Pedestrian Smells Smoke, Finds 
Chai^, Drapery inHisHome Afire 


C S Richardson, walking toward 
his apartment at 1074 Library ave¬ 
nue shortly after 130 'o’clock yes¬ 
terday morning, smelled smoke and 
wondered wh.ch one of his neigh- 
• bor« homes Was on fire. 

Other thag the smell, there was 
no immediate signs so he went on. I 
Opening huj front door, he found 
the living-r^jm filled with srrvqke 
Investigation proved that an over-; 
stuffed chajf was ablaze and he 


called out the fire department 
The chair and surround.ng 
furnishings, mclud.Rg window cur-' 
tains, drapes and doilies, were de¬ 
stroyed and the window casings 
and wall were scorched A booj-.er 
line was used by the firemen and ' 
the burning chair removed from the * 
building. wh.<h is owned by M. H. 
Pratt. A smouldering cigarette j 
believed ;* have been the cause of 
the blaze. 


Firemen Get 
Varied Calls 


•Truck Driver Revived With 
Inhalator, 4 Fires Put Out, 
Cat Rescued. 


Responding to a series of elx cells 
over the holiday week-end. the Rut¬ 
land Fire department carried out 
a variety of aervices. ranging in 
nature from reviving e truck driver 
rendered unconscious by carbon 
monoxide fumes to removing e cat 
from a high tree where it had beer 
imprisoned for three days. 

The first call for special service 
came frortf the Duffy Coal yard 
jon West street at 11:50 o'clock Sat¬ 
urday morning when Jack Cioffi, 
a truck driver, was found uncon¬ 
scious in a shed where he had been 
repairing the front of a truck. The 
motor had been left running, and 
the workman waa overcome by the 
gas. 

A group of Aremen working with 
an inhalator revived the men. He 
was also attended by Dr. F. E. Qulg- 
ley, who ordered his removal to 
the Rutland hospital in an ambu¬ 
lance. Later In the day he was dis¬ 
charged from the InsUtutlon. 

At 12:50 o'clock Saturday morning 
the trucks and personnel of the 
department responded to a call 
from 262 West street, where wooden 
block* which formed the base of 
a healer became ignited. The fire¬ 
men removed the burning wood, 
and built up a base of bnckp for 
the stove. There was no damage re 
ported. 

At 7:40 o'clock Saturday night 
the firemen extinguished a chim¬ 
ney fire at 111 Church street. The 
explosion of an oil furnace in a 
garage owned by G. Caccioppl, and 
operated by R. C. King, at 38 For¬ 
est street, brought out the trucks 
at 10:53 o’clock Saturday night The 
booster Une waa used to put out 
the Art. practically confined to the' 
area where the furnace was located. 

The firat call on Christmas Day 
came at 1:25 o'clock yesterday morn¬ 
ing to put out » Are In an over¬ 
stuffed chair, apparently ignited by 
a cigarette, at the home of R, T. 
Ballard of Avenue A. The Are and 
smoke were discovered by the fam¬ 
ily on their return from a mid¬ 
night church service, and the chair 
waa carried out of doora. Th*re 
was some damage also to a rug, Are¬ 
men said. 

At 3:15 o'clock yesterday morn¬ 
ing the department put out a Ai ? 
Irh^a basement at 7 Cottage street, 
caifxed by an overheated electric 

moto> v i 

The plight of an unhappy catj 
which ha<J *pent three dlacourmging 
days in the branches near the top 
of a tall tnefc.ln front of a house at 
194 South Mah} street, was relieved 
by fireman at \ o'clock yesterday 


afternoon. It 
a 75-fool aerial 
reach the cat. 


\neceaaary to use 
‘In order to 


ft/ 


Two Small Blazes In 
Business Section Doused 


The Rutland Fire department re¬ 
sponded to two cilia in the busl- 
. ness district yesterday. The first, at 
1:30 o'clock in the morning, waa to 
put out * blaze rauaed by burning 
ffasae on a range In the back 
kitchen of the Jlowe Coffer shop 
The operations of the firemen did 
•not interrupt patrons eating break¬ 
fast. 

At 3:35 o'clock yesterday after¬ 
noon firemen exllnguiihed a small 
rubbish fire in the rear of the-Newi 
• hop on Merchant* Row. It wai be- 
I heved that 'the blaze was art by 
'ttiUVen. and police are making an 
hveihtgatlon. 
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Overheated Chimney 
At Bottling Works 
Sets Beams' Afire 



MARCH 30, 1945. 


An overheated brick chimney ill 
the Day Bottling Works on Howe 
street Uut nJgtit resulted in ah 
alarm which sent three Rutland 
Fire department trucks and the Are 
fighting personnel from the Central 
station to the acene at 0:45 o’clock. 

Hie Ore. which caused small dam¬ 
age, was discovered by a neighbor 
who saw smoke, which had crept 
up through the partitions, coming 
Irom eaves in the roof. The chim¬ 
ney, which leads from a big hdt 
water heater used In sterilizing 
beverag#* bottles, had become in¬ 
tensely hot. igniting the floor beams 
which came in contact with It. 

Kendrick E. Day of Edgert«*i 
street, proprietor of the bottle 
works sod a call fireifrian. 
nr.oned by the neighbor 
ihe smoke. He telethon- 
department and at Ihe 
bo* Alarm W was aolind 

Tb# trucks returned to 
at 7:15 o’clock. 




aa sum*, 
ho mW 

eh# fir* 
e tirrtg 

Is 


APRIL 10, 1945. 


Police Probe 
False Alarm 


Seek Persons Responsible for 
Early Morning Call From 
Box 27. 


RulUnd police ye«lerd*y were 
conducting an Investigation *to as¬ 
certain the persons responsible for 
a false fire alarm sounded 34 min¬ 
utes afte r _ midnight yesterday, 
which called the department to the 
vicinity of Temple and North Main 
streets. 

Because the Old Ladles’ home Is 
In that locality, four trucks re¬ 
sponded when box 27 was turned 
in. Neighbors reported to officials 
that they saw three boys near the 
firm alarm box, one of them on a 
bicycle. A description of the boys 
was given to the police. 

There were five other fires dur¬ 
ing the day. Causing the most wid »• 
spread interest was a blaze at 4 Mer¬ 
chants Row at 5:13 o’clock last 
night, originating from the burning 
of rubbish by occupants of the two- 
family house. The fire spread along 
some grass to a garage In the rear 
of the home of Mrs. A. J. Could at 
21 Cottage street, which is back 
of the Merchants Row house. A call 
was turned In and two pieces of 
flre-flghtlng equipment went to 
Merchants Row while a Cottage 
street resident also turned in an 
alarm on box 43, responded to by 
the truck from station 2 on Center 
street, and enginf 4. usually held 
In reserve, to the same fire. 

The most serious grass fire of the 
day was at 12:46 o’clock in the af¬ 
ternoon in the vicinity of Plain 
street in a field near the Rutland 
railroad tracks, where firemen bat¬ 
tled for 45 minutes to extinguish 
the blaze roaring through tall grass 
Other graaa fires put out were In the 
forenoon. In the "Baxter bowl” r n 
Grove street, across the road from 
the former Crertwood hotel; in the 
aftemoojn at 13 James street, and In 
Allen’s ‘ grove. ■ wooded section 
near Pearl street. 


Dog Again I 
Overcome 


Pet, Resuscitated After Eire 
Last Fall, Affected by Smoke 
From 2d Fire. 


Fire 




•» ‘Nigger,** a small black cocker 
spaniel dog belonging to Donald T. 
Hubbard of 100 North Main street, 
whose life the firemen saved with 
an inhalator last November when 
Are damaged the fanvlly home, was 
again nearly overcome by smoke 
yesterday. 4 

Summoned to the house by tele¬ 
phone at 3:30 t/clock In the after¬ 
noon, firemen found a pile of 
Hothlng In-a shed attached to the 
rear of the building, ablaze. The 
flames had found their way to a 
stairway leading to the second story 
Of the house and were consuming 
the lower treads. 

After the men had extinguished 
the fire with streams from two 
booster lines, they found the dog 
under a table In the kitchen. It was 
feeble from inhaling amoke but was 
able to walk about on being taken 
into the open air. 

Firemen were at loss to account* 
for the origin of the blaze. 

On the previous occasion the seat 
of the flames was a clothes closet 
Inside the house. Hie dog was un-. 
conscious from inhaling cattoon ‘ 
monoxide gas and amoke when 
found and was- resuscitated with 
tome difficulty. \ 

The Hubbard fire yesterday 
caused one of seven calls which the 
local, depsrtment answered after 
a lull of nearly * week. 

•At 11:20 a! m. the men were call¬ 
ed to Killlngton avenue where an 
automobile belonging to P. Proctor 
of Springfield was. apparently, on 
fire. It was found that there was a 
lot of amoke and* no blaze. No dam¬ 
age was dong. Another automobile 
"firg” called the department to 
Union atreet at 1:32 o'clock, again 
no damage was raused. The car 
which was In trouble belongs to 
Emily A. Margo. 

The firemen were called twice 
yesterday to a three-family house 
at 163 Granger street, owned by Mra. 
a. M. Maroney. (o put out chimney 
fires. A whistle alarm was turned in 
at 1:03 o'clock-from Box 35 and 
the men wctc summoned by tele- 
phone at 3:07. No damage resulted 
4n either case. 1 

.Hardly had the trucks returned 
td >the centrtal station, when there 
was anothei* csO from ihe lower 
ehd of the Rutland Railroad yard 
where a flrd wag in progress in a 
small toolhouae. the blaze, believed 
to have been atarted accidentally by 
boys, caused no Serious loss 

At 9:f0 last night the truck re¬ 
sponded to a call from the Town of 
Rutland,' extinguishing a partition 
fire In the horn# on rthe Pittaford 
road occupied by Mary Lewis, at 
the former site of the Cheney Hill 
school. The blaze'did alight damage 
to one r\>om. It id reported. 






Grass 
Danger Cited 

Careless Setting of Blazes En¬ 
dangers All Property, Raises 
Costs, Chief Says. 


With grass fires In Rutland con 
llnuing at an alarming rate Fire' 
Chief Alfred H. Koltonski pointed’ 
out yesterddy the cost to the city 1 
and the seriousness of the situation f 
m recent days when most of the fire* 
equipment was fighting grass fires 
the city was virtually defenseless in 
the event of a serious fire. He also 
stated that offenders setting fires 
that cause damage may be Imprison¬ 
ed not over 60 days nor less than 
JO days or fined not more than $100 
nor less than $10. 

In conjunction with this law the 
offenders who have been guilty re¬ 
cently of ringing In false alarms 
the chief said that he and Police 
Chief Harold S. Potter have a list 
of offenders and that some of them 
have been Interviewed and will be 
dealt with. 

Each time a fire truck Is called 
out to extinguish a grass fire the 
cost is $2.63 Just for gaioline oil 
and repairs according to Chief Kol¬ 
tonski. Last year the department re¬ 
sponded to 123 grass fires which 
co*t Ihe City *335.16. To dale this 
year the department haa been called 
out 6. times tar itran flrea c»»tin« 

Mi.'S.'*' ,m M *"«» 

Hie first call made yesterday 
morning by the department was at 
Stow ell’s garage on Soulh Main 
street caused by an oil heater. All 
other calls were for extinguishing 
grass fires with the exception of a 
chimney fire at 85 Norlh street and 
a call early today at 109 Granger 
atreet where a divan fire was put 

Hie following grass blazes were 
put out yesterday: Columbian ave¬ 
nue. Vernon street and Lincoln ave- 
5!“fi Huffum’s meadow, Rotarv 
field, Harrington avenue. Strong’s 
avenue, 151 Woodstock avenue. 
Lrestwood on Grove street. Calvary 
remetery. Meadow street. Box 3H 
Jackson avenue and East street’ 
West street, opposJt^Smlth Lumber 
company, Lincoln avenue by the 
sawmill. West street opposite old 
cemetery. Tremont street. 



AUGUST 24, 1945. J 

_ 

Children, Plus 
Matches, Given 
Blame for Fire 


Children playing with matches 
was listed as the cause of a small 
fire In the basement of a bam and 
garage in the rear of St. Peter’s 
school and rectory yesterday after¬ 
noon. 

The fire department was called to 
the scene o’clock, and fire¬ 

men found hay chaff burning in an 
opening beneath the structure. The 
fire had been smouldering consid¬ 
erably, and was quickly extin¬ 
guished. 

The firemen were called to 
Young’s Spring and Welding Works 
on West street near East creek yes¬ 
terday morning to put out a rubbish 
fire on the premises, 
j Booster lines were used at both 
| places. 


_ 


13 th Fire 
Call False 


Local Department Hat Buiicst 
Day of Year With Final 
Alarm a Fake. 


H»e Rutland fire deportment had 
its busiest day of the year yester¬ 
day as the firemen were colled out 
IH 13 times. 11 calb being made to 
extinguish grass fires, and one fori 
I ^ automobile blaze Hie 13th call! 

of the day was a false alarm Dam- 1 
I age from the grass fire* resulted ini 
but one ca*e, a call at 3:50 o’clock j 
■ in the afternoon at the residence! 
of John Romano at 01 First street 
where the fire had gotten out of 
■ control *nd burned through the 
clapboards into a partition of the 
house The auto blaze occurred at 
7:33 last night on Grove street. 

The false alarm was rung m 
from Box 31 at the corner of For¬ 
est street and Convent svenue Chief 
Albert H. Koltonski »ali la it night 1 
that an attempt as being r.^de to 
locate the offender and prosecution 
- will be made. He pointed out not 
only the aeeiouwieas of needlessly 
calling out the equipment but also 
the dangerous condition during the 
busy sciiRin created by having the 
trucks away. 

Other runs made during the dty 
to extinguish grass fires were: Sea- 
bury street at 12:06 in the afternoon; 1 
Woodstock avenue. 12:37; Temple 
street, 1:06; Forest atreei, 2 30; Clm- 
t° n avenue. 4:03; Spruce street, 
5:03; West atreet, 5:23; Howard ave- 1 
nue. 6 06; Wallace avenue, 7:12. 

The alarm for the Torest street 
fire was sounded from Box 73 at 
the Smith Lumber company but 
was for a graaa blaze further down 
the street. 


3/^ xi v r 

Hot Motor 

MakesSmoke 

• * 

Discovery by Policeman Re¬ 
sults in One of Six Fire 
Alarms of Day. 


A police officer on the night 
"beat" in the business section dis¬ 
covered smoke In Shangraw's 
pharmacy at 58 Center street it 1:30 
o’clock yesterday morning, and 
turned in a call for the Fire de¬ 
partment, the first of six 
for the day and one of two in the 
business district. 

The flroihen found an overheated 
electric motor in the refrigeration 
system. Damage was light. 

The second catl of the day was at 
1:23 o’clock in the afternoon, a 
chimney fire at 129 South street At 
3:22 in the afternoon the fire fight¬ 
ers were summoned by Deer street 
residents to put out a grass fir# on 
Deer street near Highland ave ,ua. 

At 4 o’clock yesterday after joon 
a gross fire which threatened the 
a public garage on Merchants Row, 
and which burned over an area in 
the rear of the buUding, was ex¬ 
tinguished by the fire department 
The situation wos made serious by 
the presence of drums of oil In the 
vicinity, firemen stated. 

Two other calls late in the day 
were for a grass fire at 4:05 o’clock 
at 94 State street and a dump fire 
at Stratton road and Curtis venue 
I at 4:22 o’clock. 
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JANUARY 19, 1945 


Many Watch 
Small Fire 


Defective Chimney Blamed for 
Blaze at Willow and luiton 
Streets. 

A defective chimney was given by 
Fire Chief Alfred if. Koltonskl at 
the cause of\ fire in the building 
occupied by Burke's garage and the 
Grand Furniture company at 102 
Willow street at 4 20 o’clock yester¬ 
day afternoon, attracting the atten¬ 
tion of scores of persona in the busi¬ 
ness section. 

The blaze started in the partition 
between the garage and the furni¬ 
ture store, on the ground floor, plas¬ 
ter having fsllen away from be¬ 
tween the bricks leaving an open¬ 
ing through which sparks escaped. 
Igniting the floor Joists, according to 
firemen. The partition was set afire, 
the flames creeping up to the sec¬ 
ond floor and spreading along lha 
wall board ceiling. 

In addition to the damage to the 
building, estimated In the vicinity of 
$30, there was considerable damage 
by amoke to the furniture flock on 
the first and second floors of the 
Union Furniture company of which 
Irving Godnick la proprietor. 

The trucks responded to a tele¬ 
phone alarm, after which box No. 
43 was sounded on the signal sys¬ 
tem. calling out the equipment from 
station No. 2, and call firemen. The 
first truck to reach the scene was 
routed along Merchants row and 
West streets to Willow. 

At a time when all available 
equipment wai needed at once in I 
effort* to prevent the flames from 1 
spreading to nearby business estab¬ 
lishments. Fire Chief Koltonskl said, 
the big ladder truck from the Cen¬ 
tral station, proceeding along Wales 
street In the vicinity of the atop 
light at the intersection of Center 
street, was held up for several min¬ 
utes by a traffic Jam. 

Involved in the tie-up were two 
large passenger busses, one parked 
in front of a filling station, and the 
other proceeding toward the tame 
destination, also a power shovel be¬ 
ing used by city workmen in the 
removal of snow near the east curb¬ 
ing. cars parked on both sides of the 
road and about 10 automobiles at¬ 
tempting to move north and south. 

Failure of motorists to give right 
of way to fire fighting equipment 
has created considerable difficulty 
In recent months, fire authorities 
said last night 


Small Basement Blaze 
Fills Bank With Smoke 


The Fire department was called 
out last night at 0 o’clock to a Are 
which caused considerable excite¬ 
ment but little damage In the base¬ 
ment of the Rutland Savings bank 
building on the comer of Merchants 
Row and Center street_^ 

According to department officials 
the blaze started in a pile of rub- 
blah In the basement of Howley' 
Brothers Sportinga Goods store st 
16 Center Street 

A booster line was used to ex- * 
tlngulsh the blaze which was not 
large, but a considerable amount 
of smoke entered the store and 
bank premise*. 


Fire Guts 
Car Shop 

t - 

Damage Estimated at $15,000 
as Blaze Sweeps Big Brick 
Railroad Structure. 


Flame* said to have been caused 
when a spark from a workman's 
cutting torch ignited oll-eoaked 
sawdust on the floor and Immedi¬ 
ately flashed to the walla and raft¬ 
ers of the building yesterday morn¬ 
ing caused damage of $16,000 to the 
big brick structure housing the Rut- 
land Railroad car shop, and to four 
large wooden cars In the shop for 
repairs. 

A«group of workmen escaped 
possible death or serious injury 
from burns as the fire flared 
through the building at 8*30 o'clock 
yesterday morning. Fire Chief Al¬ 
fred H. Koltonskl stated that quick 
action by the railroad workers In 
playing streams of water on the 
blaze assisted In averting e more 
serious fire. After the arrival of 
the fire department five Lines of 
hose were used in oombatting the 
flames, the largest amount of equip¬ 
ment used in many months. 

The fire was one of the meet 
spectacular in the city * In a long 
period, the flames foe a Jflvne burst¬ 
ing akyward through im cupolas. 
The blase was out at 11 o'clock. 

William F. Navin, trustee of the 
Rutland Railroad, said yesterday 
that he believed that damage to the 
building was largely confined to 
the roof and doors, and the mill 
room end the storeroom were saved 
by. the efforts of the fire-fighter*. 
However, three Urge freight ears 
which had Just been repaired in 
the shop, and a eabooee. also under 
repair, as well as took, were dam¬ 
aged extensively. He estimated the 
entire lota to be fa fee vicinity of 
$16,000. but added feat a oomplete 
appraise! bed not been completed. 

The fire department was esUed 
out st 6:36 o’clock last night to 47 
.South Main street to extinguish a 
blaze In the basement which start¬ 
ed when a small box under an oil 
barrel became ljnlied. George Ward 
and A. Sedlkau are occupants el 
the hovee. No damage resulted, ac¬ 
cording to department officials. 

JUNE 7, 1945 

Fire Damage 
Put at $500 

U|»j>cr Fart of Creek R<l. Houle 
I^estroyed by Blaze; No One 
Home at Time. 


Damage estimated *t $'*u0 was 
caused to a house on the Cretk 
road occupied by Edward McPhee 
early yesterday afternoon. The up- 
, per pari of the house, including two 
bedroom, furnishings and a clothes 
press containing family clothib* 
were destroyed 

Careless smoking, apparently by 
dropping a burning cigarette onfto 
the mattress of a crib, was given by 
firemen as the cause of the blale. 
There w as no one’in the house at 
the lime the trucks were called to 
the scene by neighbors. 

Mrs. MCPhee and a small ch2d 
had left the house a short time 
earlier. The woman told firemen 
that she had not been upstairs in 
her home since morning, and that ( 
inasmuch ss she had been burning 
rags outside of the house she did 
not deter! the odor of the burning' 
mat rest. The house Is owned by D. 
Cobb, and is located on the wrist 
side of the Creek mud a short dis¬ 
tance south of Dorr bridge 


JANUARY 28, 1945 

Church Hit 
By Blaze 


2 Fircmtn Nearly Overcome 
by Smoke Fighting Flames 
in Edifice. 


Two members of the Rutland Fire 
department. George Ferguson and 
Martin Kelly, were neerly over¬ 
come by smoke, and several hun¬ 
dred dollars worth of daxnaga re¬ 
sulted from a fire caused by an 
overheated chimney in th# base¬ 
ment of the Advent Christian 
Church on Weal street, near Wales 
Itreet The blaze broke out about 
1:15 o’clock yesterday morning. 

The firemen, responding to treat¬ 
ment with an inhalator, were back 
on duty yesterday afternoon. 

Many parlahonen of the church, 
unaware that the fire had occurred, 
appeared for the morning service 
at 10 43 o'clock. 

The stained glass windows had 
been smashed to afford ventilation 
when the auditorium became so 
filled with amoke feat it was almost 
impossible for the firemen to act 
inside of the structure. 

According to Fire Chief Alfred 
H. Koltonskl, the fire broke out 
In the wall back of a large heater 
in the Sunday acbooi room. It waa 
believed that wood had been placed 
on a coal fire to give added heat, 
as fee mercury hovered about the 
zero mark. A furnace in th* rear 
of the room provides heat for th# 
main auditorium. 

The flames ate through the wall 
partition onto the joliis supporting 
a portion of the main floor. There 
was considerable amoke damage to 
fee church auditorium, its walla, 
window's and furnishings. 




The blaze was discovered by 
Charles Hitchcock of Strongs ave¬ 
nue, janitor, who notified the Rev. 
Gerald A. Aulis, pastor, who live* 
next door and who telephoned the 
fire department. By the time the 
fire fighting equipment had arrived 
the pastor and janitor had connect¬ 
ed a hose and were attempting to 
put out the fire. 

Box alarm 41 at the intersection 
of West and Wales streets brought 
out call firemen, and the staff of 
Station No. 2. Two booster lines and 
1 two small hose Lines were used in 
playing water on the blaze. Damage 
from water was kept at a minimum. 
The fire was out at 10:30 o'clock. 

The Rev. Aulis, who has been pas¬ 
tor of the church for only a few 
months, aaid last night that tem¬ 
porary repairs will be completed as 
rapidly aa possible. 

Aj soon as be learned of the fire, 
the Rev. Harvey D. Butterfield, rec¬ 
tor of Trinity Episcopal church, of¬ 
fered to the member* of the Advent 
Christian church the facilities of 
Trinity chapel, nearby on West 
street. The pastor accepted and tha 
evening aervice ordinarily held at 
fee Advent Christian church waa 
Met night held at the Episcopal 
chapel instead. Tha Rev. Aulis ex¬ 
pressed gratitude last night also to 
the pastors and officers of the Bap¬ 
tist and Methodist churches, who al¬ 
so offered the use of their church 
buildings to the members of the Ad¬ 
vent Christian congregation. 

Yesterday afternoon Arthur A. 
Houston, Rutland contractor, waa 
directing the work of boarding up 
the shattered stain glass windows. 
If the stained glass cannot be re¬ 
placed now, the pastor aaid that 
frosted glass will be used instead. 

The church building Is believed 
to have been erected whert^ the 
church was organized here In 
March, 1697. The damage caused by 
the Are Is said to be covered by 
insurance. 


Tenants of an apartment house at 
46 West street, many of them 
awakened from sleep, were obliged 
to flee fibm the building at 10:50 
o’clock Saturday night, to escape 
the temporary danger of fire and 
escaping Illuminating gas la the 
rooms occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Norton and children. 

According to Chief Koltonskl, the 
fire atarted in the kitchen of the 
Norton apartment, when flames of 
undertermined origin burned away 
a ahelf aupportlng a small top- 
burner gas stove on which rested 
an oven. A a the ahelf burned away 
the stove and oven fell to the floor, 
smashing the connecting gas pipe. 
The fire department responded to 
a telephone alarm, and box 23, at 
Lincoln avenue and Writ street waa 
sounded, bringing out call firemen. 
When firemen arrived they turned 
off the gat supply of the house. The 
partitions near the gas stova in the 
kitchen were burned, as was a 
pile of paper being saved for sal¬ 
vage. The fire waa confined to a 
■nail arts In the Norton apert- 
ment kitchen. 

The apartment house, owned by | 
Dr. Gerhart T. Beck, la located 
only a short distance from the 
Advent Christian church on Waat 
street, where fire broke out the 
following morning. 

Yesterday afternoon, the fire da-1 
pertinent, responding to the third 
call of the week-end. extinguished 
a chimney blaze at 8 Clover street 


MARCH 9, 1945. 


Seed House 
Hit by Fire 


Season’s First Grass Blaze 
Spreads to Park St. Build- 
in#; Damage Put at $1500. 


TIi. city', flr.l kiiis, (Wo of th. 
season spread disastrously yester¬ 
day afternoon and resulted In 
damage of approximately $1500 toj 
the main building of Baker’s Seed I 
house at 117 Park street. The es-1 
timatc of loss was made by Fire' 
Chief Alfred H. Koltonskl. 

The blare originated in a meadow I 
on the south side of Park street.' 
Fanned by a west wind. It cpjlckly 
extended over an area of more' 
than a half mile, igniting the 
wooden structure which houses the 
office and storehouse of the Baker 
concern. The north end of the two- 
story structure was completely de¬ 
stroyed and collapsed. 

Firemen were able to save more 
than half of the building, as well 
aa two greenhouses, attached to the 
main building, each of which ex¬ 
tended back 200 feet. According to 
the fire chief, greenhouse tools 
kept on the first Moor of the burn¬ 
ed portion and furniture stored on 
the second floor all were destroyed. 

Two lines of hose attached to a 
nearby hydrant were used to play 
water on the flames, A number of 
spectators who ventured beyond the 
Are lines were drenched. 

The telephore alarm was sent in 
at 3:51 o'clock, after which firemen 
set up a box alarm to summon call 
firemen. The blaze waa out at 3*50 
o'clock. 

The building where the fire oc¬ 
curred is located approximately 200 
feet from the atreet and in the rear 
of the house occupied by Mr. and 
Mra. Louis Branchaud and family. 
The Baker Seed house, which has 
been in business in the oily for 
more than a half century, la owned 
by Mrs. William Ellwood and Miaa • 
Ima Baker. 

IMavy traffic at the scene was di¬ 
rected by Police Chief Harold S 
Potly and Officer Alfred Dutelle. 
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SEPTEMBER 23, 1945 

Four Fires, All i 
Small, Doused 
On Week-End 


Th# Rutland Fir# department re¬ 
sponded to four aUrmi In ths city 
over (ha weak-and. 

Hundreds of down-town shoppers 
wara attracted in tha arena of a 
Mnmll blaia In Jlulh’a Dinette. at 
tha corner of Writ and Cottage 
strcela. Saturday afternoon. 

All at tha city‘a fire Ashling 
equipment responded to tha alarm 
from boa 41, pounded whan the 
bUie In the eating place, located 
next to the AAP Super Martel. 
whs discovered. Firemen aaid that 
the Are was caused by burning 
grease In a range In the kitchen. 

Pillars of black smoke rose from 
the building fur a few minutes and 
swirled over the bualnt-m district j 
Ths fire department responded to 
Ihe call at 4 48 o'i lock and the 
blare was out at 5 07 o'clock. J>ev-|, 
eral police officers were on duty at 
the scene, directing tiaffh* 

Two other Ares wera put out by 
the department on Saturday, the* 
Aral, a chimney blase at 14U Gran-1 
ger street at 0 45 o'clock In thej 
morning and the oecund confined to 
a chicken c*»**p In tb# rear of the 
horns of Mra Jane Johiiwn of 25 
Williams street at ) 23 o'clock In 
the aJterrioo/i The chicken house 
was destroyed The blaze was 
uaueed by a bonfire nearby. 

'Hie only call answered by the 
department yesterday was in re¬ 
sponse to a call from box 50. st 120 
Strongs avenue, a tenement build¬ 
ing where a chimney file was put 
out. The building Is owned by 
James F, McLaughlin. 


NOVEMBER 6, 1945 


Fire During 
Parade Is Put 
Out Promptly 


A telephone call to Ihe fire depart¬ 
ment late yesterday afternoon 
necessitated the turning In of a 
whistle alarm In order to attract 
firemen participating in the Gen¬ 
eral Wing parade to the scene of a 
basement fire in the apartment 
building at 1.17 ,Grove .strret. 

The department hud planned for 
such an emergency by . retaining 
one truck and crew at Station 1. 
They Immediately answered the 
call and were quickly reinforced 
by others of the department 

Two booslcr lines and g hydrant 
hose connection were used to ex¬ 
tinguish the fire, which re-kindled 
later In the evening and had to be 
put out again 

The fire was believed to have 
started by inflammable matter being 
too nenr the fire box of life furnace. 1 
Firemen reported flame and smoke 
damage to the cellar and |o the first 
floor apartment of Rlchafd Wall. 

.Mrs. M. Patterson, a resident of 
the building, suffered fmm shock 
In the excitement and Was given 
first aid by firemen, whb used an 
oxygen , Inhnlatnr in reviving her. 

A chimney fire at 131 State street 
7:50 yesterday morning | also was 
extinguished by the department. 
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OCTOBER 6, 1945. 


Invalid Saved 
From Blaze 

:• 


. 

— 

Woman Rescued From Early 

Morning Fire Through Win- 

doss', of Stratton Road Home. 
— ■ 

Mrs. Edith C. McDonald. 54. of 
the Stratton road, an Invalid unable 
to walk, was rescued fro/n her 
smoke-filled bedroom and carried 
to safety through a window, as 
flames early yesterday morning 
Swept through her two and a half 
liury home on Stratton road at 
klltlngiun avenue. 

Mr*. McDonald was tuken to the 
tjbme c)f Mrs. Guy E. Townsend, a 
neighbor, where she wus treated by 
Dr. J. M. MacDonald for cuts on 
hbr arfns and legs received from 
the Jagged edges of broken glass 
1 lh the window, which had been 
i Smashed from the outside In or- ' 

' tier to gain access to her room. 

I She also suffered from having in¬ 
haled a considerable amount of, 
Smoke. 

Firemen received a telephone, 
alarm at 5:25 o'clock, and set up. 
the transmitter Box 3H st 5 15 
O'clock, summoning call firemen 
Shd members of the department on 
j^heir day off. 

‘The flames, fire officials said, 
nginated from a hot water nil 
eater In the basement and bad 
irted considerable headway he¬ 
re they were discovered Mrs 
>rls Guerton, who lives with her 
Mother. Mrs. McDonald, on the 
rst flour of the house, said that 
try were awakened by a noise in 
ie basement, which gave warning 
it the flre. The flames swept rapid* 
r up through the partitions into 
ic attic, air ducts leading to the 
irnarf supplying a flue. 

Max Brown, tenant on the sre- 
hd fl$or. attempted to enter the 
f>om Where Mrs. McDonald was 
rapped, but could not reach the 
Aside door. 

i Runfling outside of the house, 
Irown smashed In the glass of the 
rindoslr in the Invalid's first floor 
ledrooin, and with the assistance <*f 
neighbor and firemen who arrived 
arried Mrs. McDonald from the 
Ttoke-fllled bedroom, lowered her 
ve fret to the ground arid then 
rrled her to the Townsend home, 
he rescue work had been started 
hen firemen arrived. 

L^tef in the day Mrs. McDonald 
as moved to the home of William 
TcDouald of 3A5 West street, where 
fie win resting comfortably last 
Ight f Mrs. McDonald has been 
ripplcid with arthrlstls for a long 
erlodj relatives said. 

Firertnen were obliged to rip out 
artitl^ns on the first and second 
oors |n order to bring the blaze 
nder control. Thera was also con- 
derails damage by water. Tire 
hlef Alfred H. Kbltonskl estimated 
image at near $2000. 


Dr. Williams stated yesterday that 
although the exact amount of the 
damage caused by the Are had not 
been officially estimated. It would 
run Into thousands of dollars. 

Yesterday afternoon at 4:40 
o'clock, the Are department was 
called to 62 Cleveland avenue to 
extinguish a chimney Afe and went 
out once again, this time during the 
storm, it 9 p. m. for a chimney Are 
at the comer ofV Stratton road and 
Killing!on avenge. 


Fire’Guts 
Big Garage 


Six-Car Structure and Unoccu¬ 
pied Apartment on Tenney 
Brook Court Bum. 


Damage running into thousands 
of dollars resulted early yesterday 
morning when Are gutted a six-car 
garage and an unoccupied apart¬ 
ment attached to the structure, in 
the Tenney Brook court settlement 
on North Main street, owned by Dr. 
Robert P. Williams, Rutland I 
surgeon, who lived a short distance 
east of the scene of the blaze. 

Two automobiles, left In the gar¬ 
age by tenants of surrounding cot¬ 
tages on the court, were badly dam- 
aged, according to firemen. The cars 
were owned by Gordon Allison, 
who is employed by the Rutland 
Electric Products division, and by 
the Rutland Grocery company. The 
latter car is used by James F. Far¬ 
rell, who lives on the court, and 
who is a sales representative for 
the grocery concern. 

Another tenant, Frank Prieur, 
who usually puts his car in the 
garage, had driven home late and 
left the automobile outside of his 
house, instead of putting it in the 
garage. 

The flre was discovered at 5:30 
o’clock by Farrell, whose bedroom 
Is only 20 feet from the garage, and 
who was awakened by the intense 
heat. He telephoned the flre depart¬ 
ment, and last night praised the 
quick work of the telephone opera¬ 
tor on duty at the time. He said that 
the flames had by that time gained 
considerable headway. Clad in 
pajamas, bathrobe and slippers he 
ran out to investigate. He summon¬ 
ed Allison, but the two men failed 
in attempts to take their cars from 
the burning building. 

The Rutland flre department ar¬ 
rived within a few minutes. An at¬ 
tempt to bring call firemen to assist 
in putting out the flre was made by 
ringing in the box alarm at the 
corner of North and North Main 
streets. The signal for that viciinty 
is 25. However, with the tempera¬ 
ture at four degrees below zero, the 
action of frost had impaired the 
mechanism and a series of con¬ 
fusing whistle blasts were sounded. 
A telephone call to the central fire 
station brought out the correct 
signal on the downtown apparatus, 
and a good representation of call 
firemen and regular department 
members who were off duty re¬ 
sponded. 

Water was pumped, because of 
low pressure, from the hydrant at 
the corner of Field avenue and 
North Main street. Lines of hose 
were laid across the main highway 
and for a time traffic was detoured 
over Vernon street and Lincoln 
avenue. 

As the fire gained headway there 
was a glare in the sky which at¬ 
tracted many people. As firemen 
fought the flames tenants of near¬ 
by cottages stood about, many of 
them ready to vacate the premises 
If necessary. The unoccupied dwel¬ 
ling which was burned had recent¬ 
ly beeti vacated by the family of 
James ff. Crossman. 

Depuiy Fire Chief Ralph R. Bean 
said last night that it is* believed 
J that the Are was caused when a 
. small kerosene stove, which had 
I been used to heat the garage, stood 
{ too close to a wooden j The 

, two automobiles were pushed from 

* the burning building by firemen. 
The trucks returned to the station at 

J 6:50 o'clock. 

; Dr. Williams stated yesterday that 
; although the exact amount of the 
; damage caused by the fire had not 
J been officially estimated, it would 
J run into thousands of dollars. 

* Yesterday afternoon at 4:40 

* o'clock, the flre department was 
" called to 62 Cleveland avenue to 

extinguish a chimney fire and went 
0 ”t once again, this time during the 
s' n, at 9 p. m. for a chimney flre 
at the comer of Stratton road and 
Killington avenue. 


AUGUST 12, 1945 

Fires Hit 


, 2 Garages 

Nearby Builtlinji* Are Saveil 
a* Rla 7 .es Nearly Consume 
Small Structures. 


Firemen saved a house and barn ] 
from destruction by flames In one* 
of two flre* which nearly consumed 
private gurkgea In the city during | 
the week-end. The damage In the I 
two Area totaled several hundred 
dollars, firemen estimated. 


A telephone summons at 10 35 
o'clock yesterday morning took the 
apparatus to 40 Stratton road, home] 
of George H. Cox and family, where 
a garage on the rear of the lot was 
found to be filled with flames. Ihe 
firemen were obliged to airing a line I 
of host and also used ■ booster line 
before the flamea were quenched. 

Department records stated that, 
the blaze Is believed to have been 
caused by children playing with 
matches. 

The family dwelling and a bam 
stand within 15 feet of the garage | 
but the men succeeded In keeping j 
the flame* from both by playing! 


water on the exteriors 

The department fought a hot flre 
In a private garage at the rear of 
the Martin C. Csrrlgsn atore. 47 
Woodstock avenue, early Saturday 
afternoon. A telephone call was re¬ 
ceived at the central atatlon at 1:02 
o'clock, followed a few minutes lat¬ 
er by a whistle signal from Box 26. 
North Main street and Woodstock 
avenue. Firemen found the Interior 
of the wooden building a mass of 
flames on their arrival. 

It was explained that sparks from 
a bonfire had Ignlled tar paper on 
the\outside of the building, the fire 
eating Its way Into the Interior. The 
garage was used to store crates and 
boxes and many of these were dam- 
aged. 
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MONDAY MORNING 



9, 1945. 


Blaze .Takes 
Lumber Pil<b 

>\ Jc ' 


Damage From Fire at Ho 1 
Scale Storage Yard Put 
Less Than S200. 


Rutland firemen hud a quiel ciy 


at i 


ed 




yesterday after twice being cal 
out Saturday, a lively blaze Iri 
lumber pile st the plant of the 
Howe Scale company on Strogfs 
■ venue being the cause of one sum¬ 
mons. 

The blaze al the scale plant btd* 
ly damaged a pile of lumber 
laimng about 2000 board feet add 
flames were communicated to two 
other piles. The damage was cli¬ 
mated at under $200 by Lloyd U 
Colepback, vice president and gfh- 
eral manager of the plant. The flje 
Is believed to have been due td » 
spark from a foundry stack. 

The department received a tele¬ 
phone call from the plant at 4:30 
o'clock. On arriving at the plkht 
department heads saw at once thkit 
more help than was Immediately 
available might bt needed to c6|>c 
with the blu/e and an alarm w is 
sounded from box 36. near the plai t. 
This brought out call firemen ajvd. 
with the aid of one stream »n4 ■ 
booster line, the fire aoon waa ec- 
tinguished. [ 

While all of the city* fire-fi^ht- 
ing apparatus was at the manuua:- 
turirtg plant, a call came in frvm 
box 03. River and Granger atrers. 
for a chimney firs al 127 Post atnslrt 
and equipment was sent there. Ttye 
imitHs# rimed no damage. 
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3 I 3/ +¥ 


Saves Three 
From Fire 


Father Rescues Children by 
Way of fled room Window 
When Blaze Blocks Door. 


Three children were taken by 
their lather to aafely through their 
bedroom window last night about 10 
o’clock when a flash Are from an 
exploded oil heater cut off their I 
escape in a small apartment at 31 , 
Elm street and burned over two 1 
rooms before firemen subdued the * 
flames wilh a booster line. 

Tlie home owner. John Cronin, 
suffered a burned arm when he at* 9 
t<*mpted to carry the flaming heat- H 
cr out into the open. Ills injury was , 
treated on the scene by firemen. 

The children were sleeping in a 
room off the kitchen when the heat-L 
er, a small portable model, exploded' 
bj;n the kitchen as Mrs. Cronin was 
pumping It, according to Are of- I 
tlcijls. Cronin seized the burner, but 
,n running from the house with it, 

I spilled oil which flared up turning 
both the kitchen and the living 
room in front into a mass of flame 
(through which he was unable to re¬ 
enter. 

Cronin then rushed around to the 
bedroom window, the only other 
exit from the chamber, broke It, and 
helped the youngsters into the 
open. * 

Besides the kitchen and living 
room which were badly seared, a j 
small part of the bedroom and in -1 
side walls of un adjoining apart¬ 
ment occupied by Hugh Thomas 
were scorched. 

Firemen called the blaze a "flash 
Are** and stated that It swept over 
the two rooms within a few sec¬ 
onds. Only a prompt telephone call 
saved a more, disastrous Are in the 
building which contains a number 
of BpartxnenU, officials said. 



Damage $3 oo as 
Fire Guts Shed 
On Slimmer St. 


Fire of unknown origin destroyed 
the interior of a shed attached to 
a two-family dwelling at 30 Sum¬ 
mer street about 6:15 o’clock last 
night, causing an estimated $300 
damage and forcing firemen to lay 
heavy hose lor the first time in 
about three weeks. 

The flames and heat had scorched 
adjacent halls and stairs in the 
f house and filled upper rooms with 
I smoke by the time it was discovered 
by a member of the Claude L. 
Cooke family who was having sup¬ 
per in a room separated only by a 
short railway from the shed. Mrs. 
Cooke stated that she took the 
snapping of the flames for the noise 
made by her son. who had gone 
outside to play with a toy gun. 

When the fire trucks arrived, the 
j room and hallway were filled with 
. flames and a call was relayed back 
to the station to have an alarm set . 
5 up for Box 18, State and Pine ; 
> streets. One line of hose was laid. 

The shed contained a variety of f 
$ garden tools, paints and other ar- . 

tides, all of which were destroyed. | 
i Blistered paint and a chaired hall- 
* way were the chief damage inside e 
] the house itself. 

\ The second story of the dwelling 
is occupied by Arthur E. Reynolds. 1 




Large Area 


Burns Over 


Five- or Six-Acre Grass Fire 
Threatens for a Time to 
Spread to Woodjs. 

T“i 

A gras, fire which burned over 
five or six acres of land In Rut¬ 
land town at the upper end of Kil- 
llngton avenue yesterday afternoon, 
required the attention of the Rut¬ 
land Fire department and scores of 
volunteer xire fighters. Including 
houeswives, for more than an hour 
yesterday afternoon. The conflag¬ 
ration was checked just before it 
reached a pine grove, averting a 
forest fire. 

According to Fir* Chief A. H. 
Koltonskl. the grass fire resulted 
from a bonfire on the property of 
Louis Columbus of Killington ave¬ 
nue In Rutland town, spread across 
a meadow owned by Frank Sulli¬ 
van, apd then threatened the pine 
grove in an adjoining wood*. 

The Rutland Fire department re¬ 
ceived the call at 3:p5 o’clock, and 
worked with pack pump* at the 
scene for a full hour; Also fighting 
the blaze were many t neighbors and 
spectators, who Used shovels, 
brooms and even coats in their ef¬ 
forts to check Its spread. 

While the firemen • were there a 
call came to extinguish a gras* fire 
on the East Proctor road, beyond 
the town limit*, which could not be 
answered. 

T3ie Are In Rutland town was one 
of three grass fires extinguished by 
the local firemen during the day, 
the others being In a lot on Jeffer¬ 
son street, and on Norton place, 
where a bonfire had caused a 
stretch of gras* to buyn, spreading 
to Sheldon place. * 1 
At 5:50 o T clock yesterday after-* 
noon the trucks were called to a 
Are at 71 Foreet street, where, ac¬ 
cording to Chief Koltctoski, children 

i playing with matches caused a blase 
in e partition between a Structure 
formerly used as a stare and a gar¬ 
age, The fire was out 0:11 o’clock. 


^// f / yr 


Papers By Stove Listed 
As Tenement Fire Cause 


Papers piled too near a kitchen I 
stove became Ignited in the upper, 
tenement, occupied by the family of 
Gordon Waters, at 11 Killington' 
avenue yesterday morning, causing i 
considerable damage by smoke and , 
flames. 

According to firemen the fire, 
threatened for a while the lives of 
two babies, sleeping in a room sep-! 
arated from the kitchen by a hall¬ 
way, there being no door to cut off 
the smoke which heavily charged 
the apartment The radiated heat 
in the room where the children had 
been sleeping was intense, they 
said. The babies were removed by 
their mother from the building just 
before the arrivel of the fire depart- 
* ment. Hid they remained In the 
room longer they might have been 
asphyxiated, firemen said. 

The flames had gained consider¬ 
able headway and the firemen were 
obliged to enter the apartment from 
the rear to put out the blaze. The 
telephoned alarm was received st 
10:05 o’clock. 


MARCH 24, 1944. 


RutlandWoman 
Dies Following 
Blaze at Home 


Bereavement followed in the 
wake of severe domestic loss for 
Benjamin H. Wilkinson of South 
Stratton road last night with the 
death of his wife, Mrs. Ella J. Wil¬ 
kinson, about an hour after his 
farmhouse was badly damaged by 
Are which burned out the attic and 
a back room. 

Mrs. Wilkinson died at 8:45 o’clock 
at the home of her son, Alton, on 
Church street, where she had gone 
because of the excitement at the 
fire-charred home, according to the 
family. 

Besides her husband, Mrs. Wil¬ 
kinson is survived by three cons, 
Byron, of Pittsburg, Pa., and Alton 
and Roy, both of Rutland, The 
body was taken to the Aldous Fu¬ 
neral home. Funeral arrangements 
will be announced later. 

A quickly-organized bucket brig¬ 
ade is credited with holdtng down 
the loss in the blaze which destroy¬ 
ed .most of the attic and badly dam¬ 
aged an upstairs room of the farm¬ 
house, situated between Curtis ave¬ 
nue and the Cold River road in the 
town of Rutland. 

Firemen gave credit to the men 
and boys who passed water from 
a kitchen pump up a ladder, and 
pitted it In through a window, for 
holding back the blaze which they 
said originated from a defective 
chimney in an upstairs back store 
room. 

Considerable stored property was 
destroyed as the fire swept through 
the small room and upstairs into 
the attic where it burned deep into 
the timbers, and broke out through 
the roof in one spot 

When Aremen arrived the flames 
were pouring out at the back end 
of the house at attic level. Water 
from the booster tank on the fire 
engine, which stayed on the scene 
for an hour, beat down the flames. 


for an hour, beat down the flames. 



J 7//7/y^' . 
Overheated Furnace Get* 
Blame for West St. Fire 

The Are department responded to 
a cell at 8:56 last night from the 
Holme* Iron Works at 232 Wat 
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Fire Razes 
Heath Barn 

■ _r 

Hay, Tools.and 12 Hens Also. 
Lost in North Cllrchdon 
Blaze, 

Rutland Aremen and volunteers 
from CUrendon* *nd Rutland bat¬ 
tled for more than Ava and a half 
hour* Saturday night to extingulfh 
a blaze which destroyed a large 
haybam on the farm of Ralph E. 
Heath at North Clarendon. The 
owner estimated hli las*- at $5000. 
More than 15 tons of h^y, farm and 
electrical equipment, tools and a 
dozlo poultry were burned, In ad¬ 
dition'to the building and a storage 
shed. Heath said y^stefday. 

The Are, which gained rapid 
headway, was believed to have 
been caused when an electric buVb 
was broken in the haymow. The 
hre Aghtera fought j the blsze 
throughout a continuous rainfall 
The Heath farm, own^d by Ralph 
E. Heath, electrician, is operated 
by hit son. Ralph E. Heath, Jr. The 
family occupies the farmhouse 
which la located just | below the 
large bridge over Cold iftver on the 
main highway. US 7, at North Clar¬ 
endon. 

Heath sgid that the flames were 
discovered 1 about 6 o clock, and 
were spreading rjpidly**t that time. 
The Rutland Fire department was 
summoned, under a standing A- 
nancial arrangement between life 
city and the town of Clarendon. 
Engine truck No. 1 and a crew of 
Aremen 1 reaponded. arritflng at 6:33 
o’clock. Three atrkema of water, 
pumped from Cold rtver. were play¬ 
ed on the flames. 

Firemen snd volunteer* assisted 
Heath in saving three oows which 
had been brought Into the bam 
from the pasture tor milking, a 
motor boat, a ckr. and a trailer. 
Heath yesterday commended the 
Rutland department far efficient 
#ork in saving thres nekrby 'houses 
and other farm buildings. 

Six other cbws and la span of 
horses were in the meadow, A* 
distance from the burning build¬ 
ing. Efforts to a*v* a dozen hens 
In th* barn wer* futile. Heath said 
thaf In addition to the bam, a shed 
In th* rear of the structure con¬ 
taining tlecUioalT equHJfnknt, mo¬ 
tors snd other ‘material! whlfh he 

zsgBSttfisr® 

some of the.tl#4trleial s ock Idet is 

irreplaceable because of w 

ditions. • r . , J ^ 

Firemen and neighbor* r ——- 
burning hay from the p*m until 




street to extinguish a Are caused 
by an overheated oil furnace In a 
large metal work room. Three hot 
air pipes near the furnace became 
overheated and ignited the ceiling. 

The Aremen had to break the 
windows on the north side of the 
building In order to gain entrance. 
Two lines of hoae and booster lines 
were Used to put out the flima. A 
large oil truck was housed In the 
front part of the bt)tiding. 

Very little damage was caused 
by thr Are, according to department 
officials. 1 * 

The department was call ad out at 
12:25 yeeterday afternoon to 86 Pine 
street to extinguish a chimney fire 
and again at 7:15 last night to 10Q 
Wales street for a chimney blaze. 
No damage was caused at either 
place, officials eaid. 
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Firemen Douse Creek Road Blaze 
In the ‘Little Red Schoolhouse’ 


The Rutland Are department, lu 
equipment standing in Rutland city, 
extinguished a fire Just over the 
line In Rutland town yesterday, In 
the building on the Creek road oc¬ 
cupied by the family of Raymond 
Diwwn, which for deotides served 
the vicinity as a district school. 

The little red brick building has 
two rooms, and In recent years has 
been the home of Dawson, a farm¬ 
hand, Mrs. Dawson and their five 
children. The blaze originated 
from an overheated stovepipe about 
10 30 o’clock yesterday morning, 
and the Are department was sum¬ 
moned by neighbors. 

Children of the Dawson family 
were attending school In Center 
Rutland at the time, but firemen 
found It necessary to rescue two 
puppies, who are family pets, from 
the Ore. Mrs. Dawson, who wus 
alone In the house at the time the 
flames broke out, escaped Injury, 
but the Interior of the building was 
damaged. 

One of the yellow and while pups 
was carried from a burning sh**d 
in the rear of the structure and 


another had crawled undrr a small 
front porch and was unable to gel 
out. Firemen chopped the plat- 
A>rm open In order to rescue the 
stranded dog. 

Tlif "little red school house* 4 as 
it is known to many families living 
In the vicinity of Billings bridge, 
was erected in 18flft at the close of 
the Civil war. and for nearly half 
a cenjury ohlldren of the Billings, 
Kelley. Beneon, Gleason, Sharp. 
Boardman and other families of the 
neighborhood, obtained their grade 
school education there. 

Probably the oldest living per¬ 
son who went V> school there Is 
William R Sharp. 81. Quarterline 
road farmer, who later became the 
school commissioner. He married 
Carrie Newton, who taught the 
classes there In the early 1890s. His! 
sons also studied in the little brick I 
building Sharp recalls the little 
box stove which heeled the olass- 
roum. and that the drinking water 
supply had to be carried In pails by 
the older boy* from the nearby Kel- 
ley farm, now ths Hindley home. 


v /.V 7 / / ? 


ITLAND DAILY HERALD, 

r • ~ — 

Static Given 
Fire Blame 


Blaze in Center St. Dry Clean¬ 
ing Plant Ascribed to Spark 
From Finger. 


A static spark from the finger of 
an employe, which ignited dry 
cleaning fluid in a “washing” ma 
chine in the basement of Paul’s dry 
cleaning and tailoring plant on Cen¬ 
ter street, was given as the cause of 
a blaze in the basement of the con¬ 
cern early yesterday afternoon. 

Dominick C. Paul, owner of the 
business, said last night that the 
amount of damage had not as yet 
been determined. He estimated that 
It would not be heavy, however. 

Clifford King was the operator of 
the machine where the fire originat 
ed. About 80 articles of clothing 
were in the large machine for 
cleansing. Firemen said that the 
“static spark” from the operator’s 
finger caught fire to the dry clean¬ 
ing liquid, resulting in a flareup 
The operator was uninjured, but 
the clothing in the machine was 
ruined. 

The fire was confined to a small 
area of the basement although the 
flames burned a hole In the ceiling 
about three feet in diameter. King 
used a fire extinguisher and fire¬ 
men brought in two booster lines, 
one through the grating on the Cen¬ 
ter street side of the building and 
another by a rear entrance from 
Wales street There was considera¬ 
ble smoke. 

The trucks were called out at 1:10 ) 
o’clock and the fire was out at 1:30 ^ 
o’clock. , 


Large Area 
Burns Over 


Five- or Six-Acre Grass Fire 
Threatens for a Time to 
Spread to Woods. 

A grass fire which burned over 
five or six acres of land in Rut¬ 
land town at the upper end of Kil- 
ilngton avenue yesterday afternoon, 
required the attention of the Rut¬ 
land Fire department and acores of 
volunteer lire fighters, including 
houeswives. for more than an hour 
yesterday afternoon. ' The conflag¬ 
ration was checked just before it 
reached a pine grove, averting a 
forest fire. 

According to Fire Chief A. H. 
Koltonski. the grass fire resulted 
from a bonfire on the property of 
i Louis Columbus of Killington ave¬ 
nue in Rutland town, spread acroas 
a meadow owned by Frank Sulli¬ 
van. apd then threatened the pine 
grove in an adjoining woods. 

The Rutland Fire department re-] 
ceived the call ut 3:55 o'clock, andi 
worked with pack pumps at the 
scene for a full hour, Also fighting! 
the blaze were many neighbors andj 
spectators, who used shovels, 
brooms and even coats in their ef-l 
forts to check Its spread. 

While the firemen were there a 
call came to extinguish a grass Are 
on the East Proctor road, beyond 
the town limits, which could not be 
answered. 

The Are Jn Rutland town was one 
of three grass fires extinguished by 
the local firemen during the day, 
the others being in a lot on Jeffer¬ 
son street, and on Norton place, 
where a bonfire had caused a 
stretch of graak to burn, spreading 
to Sheldon place. 

At 5:50 o’clock yesterday after¬ 
noon the trucks were called to a 
Are at Tl Forest street, where, ac¬ 
cording to Chief KoltonskJ, children 
playing with matches caused a blaxe 
in a partition between a structure 
formerly used as a store and a gar¬ 
age. The fire was out it 6:18 o’clock. 


Apartment Fire 
Believed Due 
To Cigarette 


* F;re«men attributed careless smok- 
| mg as the cause of a blaze which 
yesterday afternoon destroyed a 
[bed, blankets and wearing apparel 
and damaged bedroom walls m h 
lower apartment st 77 Harrison i 
avenue occupied by the family of 
Arthur Dellivenen. The family 
was not at home when firemen ar¬ 
rived and had not returned early 
Hast night. 

The trucks were called at 1 47 
o’clock by a neighbor who ob¬ 
served amoke coming from the DeJ- 
liveneri tenement. When the fire¬ 
men arrived the smoke was so detu%e 
that they had difficulty in locating 
the Are. After the Are, w'hich had 
been smouldering for hours had 
been brought under control. Are- 
men found that it originated from 
a burning cigarette which had been 
left on a chair beside a bed The 
cigarette ignited clothing which wa» 
thrown over the chair and then 
set Are to the bed and bed cloth¬ 
ing. 

The Are Aghtmg apparatus re¬ 
turned to the station at 2:22 o clock. 
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Fire’Hits 


2 d Story 


Blaze in South Main St. Garage 
Building Doused, Damage 
Believed Small. 

* ! ”f— 

Rutland (lfemen yesterday after- j 
noon battled for an hour and a half 
tn put out a blaze which damaged 
tm* second Story o? a garage build¬ 
ing at 194 South Mam street oper- i 

■ ted by H. F Goulelte and former¬ 
ly known ai Colburn’s garage. The 
property is owned by Alvah Bit- 1 
Lng* Although Aremen gave no of- j 
ftdtl e»tj|nate of damage, it wai be- ] 
heyrd thWi the amount was in the j 

I vicinity of $250 

According to Deputy Chief Ralph 
R. Bean, the blaze ’started from an 
ojUide chimney, leading from the 
furnace on the Aral floor. A ilc*ve 
from the furnace pipe to the out- ’ 
• de chimaey was apparently too 1 
c.^ae to ;he clapboard*, and the 
flame* crefa up the outside of the 
buUdmg go the second floor and 
:h*n weni-mstde the building, dam¬ 
aging a iatge flooy apace where 
get line pomp parts were stored. A 
dtilling house only 12 feet from 
the garage was not'touched by the 

A*. 1 

A telephone alarm was receit^d 
•t'the station at 2:40 o’clock, and 
txnc 21 was sounded at 2:45 o’clock, 
bringing out four call Aremen to 
astir, the department. Three booster 
1 -sifcs and 1100 feet of hose were 
used in Axil ting; the Are 
The Are-lighters, working in a 

■ bra pc rat ure of 28 degrees, were 
treated tn^ot coffee and doughnuts 
delivered \y .truck from Pro use « 
dyter by] Albert W Macauley. 
proprietor: who said the service 
wpuld continue at each alarm rtrei 
daring the winter 

At 3 43 e clock yesterday morning 
Arrrr/n were called to 148 Bax- 
te- street to extinguish a Are m a 
oje story house occupied by B W. | 
*nd-owned by Mrs. Nora Rey¬ 
nolds A ^defective chimney was 
given as the cause of the blare 
Wjhich was confined to a partition in 
*7* *nd of the building. 


FEBRUARY 10, 1945. 

Fire Damages Home 

At 40 Stratton Road 

A Are starting In a glothes closet 
»t the home of George Cox of 40 
Stratton road caused damage to 
the extent of $1000 according to 
Are department official!. 

The department was cabled out 
at 6:55 o’clock last night to the 
Cox home. The Are ■pread through 
three rooms downstairs. One line 
of hose and booster lines were used 
in Aghting the blaze. 



2/lu/Vw 

Chimney Fire Spreads 
To Partition in Home I 

A chimney Are which spread to a 
partition In thr home of Orlando* 
Zullo of 297 Wesf street was ex-1 
tinguished by the Rutland Fire de¬ 
partment Saturday night. 

The flrr fighting apparatus was 
called out at It 26 o’clock by tele¬ 
phone alarm. Finding that the blaze 
was spreading to the partitions the 
firemen set up a box alarm. No. 73. 
on the transmitter system. Several 
feet of hose were laid to the near¬ 
est hydrant aod the booster line 
was used. The Arst truck returned 
to the central station at 8 57, the 
others following a short time later, 

Private box alarm 471 in the E. 
D Keyes building on Evelyn atreet 
wax sounded at 0 10 o’clock Satur¬ 
day morning. Responding, Aremen 
found that the alarm automatically 
was rung after air had leaked from 
the sprinkler system. There was no 
blaze, and no water damage. 




Porch Blaze Is Promptly 
Doused by City Firemc 

Tht Rutland Fire department, ri 
•ixrndlri* to * ca|] from Box 31 

SHS •. . brl, T bumln* blur 

rubblah under a rear porch at th 
home of J. J. Cunningham at It 

• v *!* u * r«*»w'«tay mnmln 

«t It 35 o clock. The name, ha 
extended to a ihed on tha premi.e. 
A line of hoie wax laid to the hyd 
rant at Clover atrdeU and Strong 

promptly. QUCnchf ' 

Tha department exUniutahed tw, 
chimney fire* durln* the day a 
» 31 In the morning at 0 Hookin' 

: T‘ V 8 » «dock last ntjfh 
*t 136 Pearl atreet. 
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PRICE FIVE CENT^ 


Q.ua , rter~~of~~Mi 11 ion Dollars Damage 
Done As City’s W^orst Fire in Years 
Sweeps East Part of Gryphon Building 


Firemen Battle toSavcWe*t- 
ern Half of Building and 
Grand Theater; Outlet 
Store Ruined. 


Carbine’s Hit 


| Smoke Pours Through Of¬ 
fices and Out Onto Mer¬ 
chants Row; Many Fire¬ 
men Overcome, 






Herald I’ltoto, 

Smoke is shown billowing out of the Outlet Super Market as firemen use 
ladders to seek out the worst sources of the flames. The fire started in the basement 
of the Outlet store and spread through other parts of the Gryphon building._ 


'News at Glance 


nOMMTIC. 

ntm. and— worn ar» J, 1 * JCSIL'" 
hundred* « ' 

ace \ii Oryphon bultd^lH. Outwt 
wtp*d out—P*«t l. 


More than a quarter of a mil¬ 
lion dollars in building, store 
stocks and office * equipment 
went up in smoke last night and 
early this morning as the en¬ 
tire three-story eastern end of 
the Gryphon building on Weet 
street near Merchants Row fed 
a stubborn fire that for a time 
threatened to engulf the entire 
area. - .' V : 

Firemen from West Rutland 
and Proctor joined the entire 
Rutland department in fighting 
the blase, which created so 
much smoke that firemen had 
great difficulty in getting at 
the blase, 

It was Rutland's worst fire 
in many years, some compar¬ 
ing it with,the great fire at the 
Hotel Harrfwell in 191ft ami the 
Mead building blase 30 yeare 
ago. 

Starting in the basement of 
the Outlet store, apparently in 
the boiler room, soon after 9 
o’clock last night, flames had 
broken through the roof of that 
section of the Gryphon build¬ 
ing by soon after midnight and 
it was not until 1 :40 o’clock this 
morning that Fire Chief Alfred 
II. Koltonski would state that 
the fire was under control. 

At that time, water was Cas¬ 
cading out of the front door of 
the building on Merchants Row 
and the entire building wai 
still full of smoke, but the 
flames were definitely limited 
three-story eastern see¬ 
the building and only 
and water damage was 
in prospect for the five-atory 
newer section to the west. 

Even as late as 2:30 this 
— morning, after tons of water 

Acting Mayor J. Fred Carbine called upon Jhe Proctor and West had been poured into the burn- 
Rutlnnd Fire departments for assistance, by telephone, at 10 o'clock i»g structure, continuing dtnse 
from the Rutland restaurant. At 10:20 both towns had responded, with ' nniokf^ from the paints and/tUT- 
a truck and 12 men from each. The West Rutland department was . * 

headed by C. L. Montgomery, wh.le Cec.l Curb, acted as chief of P«*ntme in the basement ^kept 
the Proctor rrew. fl firemen from coming to grips 

with the Blase,and flames broke 
out, first in one plajee and then 
another as the streams were 
moved from one window to an¬ 
other. Chief Koltonski stated 
then that it would still be sev- 


Proctor and West Rutland 
Departments Make Fast'll 

1 ’smoke 

Runs to Aid City Firemen 






































cral houra before hia men could 
leave. ~ - 

Exact cause of the fire waa 
undetermined early thii morn- 
inu. Arthur E. Reynold^ 
building janitor, stated that 
shortly after 9 o’clock he waa 
in the bjiler room, found (he 
fire normally banked with two 
pound" of steam pVe$aure—and 
no sifln of smoke or trouble. It 
is his theory that defective wir» 
in& or some sort of furnace 
backfire may have cauecd the 
blase. \ I • 

Fitat word of the fire reached 
the central station from Special 
Police Officer Irving McKir* 
ryhet\ who was passing on hla 
rounds. While he was giving 

the telephoned alarm, some 
other passerby pulled the alarm 
from Hox 43. 

Police and state Motor Vrhi- 
cle department inspectors were 
on hand simultaneously with 
the firemen and established fire 
lines around the threatened 
building. 

A crowd estimated ftt over 3000 
people toon gathered behind the 
rope lines established by police, 
to watch the dense clouds of biark 
•moke roll ou # of the few opening* 
first made by the fire-fighting 
crews. 

Early In the battle against the 
blare, crews under the direction of 
Chief A. H Koitonskl knocked out 
the big front windows of the Out* 
let Supermarket with pike poles. 
•Mowing billows of smoke from the 
burning paint In the basement to 
roll out. 

Attacking the fire from ail avail¬ 
able entrances and windows In Iht 
rear and front of the buildings, 
firemen were hampered by the 
moke and could do JlttJe but pour 
water Into the basement and first 
floor areas. 

► Soon after 10. Chief Koitonskl 
asked Acting Mayor J. Fred Car* 
bine to call tor help from West 
Rutland and Proctor departments, 
which responded within 20 min* 
utes. All hope of saving anything 
but the framework of the eastern, 
^brae-story section of the build¬ 
ing wag abandoned and firemen 
concentrated on saving the Grand 
theater building, next door to the 
east, and the remaining, rtve- 
•tory section of the Gryphon build¬ 
ing ltaelf. 

Prompt action at the crew of the 
big noezle mounted on the ladder 
truck acroee West street aided In 
flooding 1 the roof of the burning 
section after flames had broken 
through about midnight. The crowd 
gasped as the red glare showed 
through the mountain of moke 
rolling up. After being held In 
check for a few moments, the blase 
roared up again, above the stairway 
from the West street entrance. 

No accurate estimate of total dam¬ 
age to the building and its*contents 
could be made early this morning 
by any of tha owner*. The Oryphon 
property la valued at $4dA00 for tax 
purposes, with a probabla actual 
value la excees of 1100 , 000 , not all 
of which waa Involved directly In 
the fire loea, although smoke end 
water permeated virtually ths en¬ 
tire building. 

William I. Ginsburg. one of the 
owners of tha Outlet store, stated 
that the stock destroyed In the fire 
would have a value In excess of 
£10,000 and the value of the sup¬ 
plies of clothing In the Carbine 
store, damaged by smoke and wat¬ 
er. waa tall mated at $50,000 to $78,* 
000 . 

Office* of doctors, dentists and 
lawyers' on the second and third 
floors of the burned-out section 
contained additional thousand* of 
dollars* worth of fur.Jture. equip¬ 
ment and supplies. In addition, one 
wall, and especially the section 
near the entrance of the Grand 
theater suffered damage from fire 
and water of uneetlmated amount 


More than a dorm firemen were 
overcome by the dense smoke dur- 
» log the course of the blaze, but all 
recovered promptly. 

More difficulty waa experienced 
getting at the fire than In having 
men enough or water enough. It 
* wes reported. , 

Owners of the building are W. T 
Wright of Concordia. Kan. and 
, Ear) I. Wright and Mrs. Marian 
Young of this city. They sr» also 
owners of the theater building. 

Tenants In the Gryphon building, 
about one-third of whom had of¬ 
fices in the burned-out section art, 
besides | the Outlet stores and ths 
Carbine Clothing eesnpany: 

Second floor—Jerome D. Kennedy, 
lawyer; Bradford C, Powers, physi¬ 
cian; Burroughs Adding Machine 
oosnpeoy; Fred C. Roberts, insur- 
a nee: Angelo J7 flpero, lawyer; 
Carter R. Woods, dentist; Dr. George 
a Marshall, eye, ear, nose and 
theoet specialist; Harper Method 
Beauty shop, Mrs. Viola M. Wight, 
proprietor; Dr, Herbert H. Ysr- 
rtatgton* dentist; Dr. Psrry M. Wil¬ 
liams, dentist; Dr. Robert P. Wil¬ 
liams, physician; Vermont Blais 
tdepartment of Probation and Parole 

Third floor—William L, fleorlMe, 
lawyer; 1 Varment state department 
ef Public Welfare; Madeline E, 

Durivage, chiropodist; Cecelia Duri- 
vage, hairdresser; Dr. Thomas A. 
Norton, dentist; Dr. William Gould, 
chiropractor; George M. Goddard, 
lawyer; .Goddard A Edson; Boynton 
Hotel Interests, inc. 

Fourth floor—Tidewater Associ¬ 
ated Oil company; Lumberman s 
Mutual Casualty company. Donald 
Maclnnfas. manager; American Mo¬ 
torists Insurance company, Donald 
S. MocIhnU. branch manager; New 
England Mutual Life Insurance 
company, Andrew C. Matthews, 
general agent. 

•Fifth floor— Rove, Bllledo A Dick, 
lawyers; Stafford, Abatleil and 
Stafford, lawyers 

The Gryphon building was aub- 
)acted to a smaller blaze the night 
of April 28. 1038. At 8 o'clock that 
night a clerk working in ths base¬ 
ment storeroom of the Carbine 
Clothing store, oorntr of Merchants 
Row and Weet street, dleoovered a 
small blaze and called the fire de¬ 
partment after unsu cc ess f ul at¬ 
tempts >o put it out. 

The entire tore# answered the eall 
sod the blase was extinguished 
within 10 minutes. The Carbine 
•ompany sustained heavy Are and 
wnoke damage, all eovered by in¬ 
surance, and the flames were con¬ 
fined the store. Heavy smoka did 
conitSerable damage to the Outlet 
and olhstr stores on Merchants Row. 

Commenting on the fires tonight, 
a Carbine store official said that it 
was Impossible to compare the dam¬ 
ages and though the fire tonight 
waa much, larger, the Carbine dam¬ 
age appeared eonflned to that by 
smoke and water. 


Mdeitgnts on Rutland s 
Worst Fire in Mai^y Years 


r department showed their yean* of 
In which tncy battled the hopeless 


The men of the Rutland Fire 
training In the efficient manner In which they battled the hopeless 
blaze for hours. Time and time again both regular department mem¬ 
bers and volunteers were overcome by smoke, only to return to the 
smoke-filled building after Ihey had recovered Some of the veteran 
fire-fighters said that the blaze was the most difficult they had ever 
combatted. 

Thirteen streams of water were continuously played on the burning 
buildings. When the seriousness of the fire was made known Com¬ 
missioner of Public Works W. V. Kallio and Water Department Foreman 
William T. Dwyer ordered the water work employes to release full 
pressure, which was 110 pounds. 

Thirty tons of soft coal, drums of dry cleaning fluid, countless gal¬ 
lons of turpentine and paints burned In the basement of the Outlet 
building. 


Two large acorchllghla owned by the Central Vermont Public Service 
corporation and erected on the CV building were played on the burn¬ 
ing Gryphon building across the street. 

Gerald Dctmnrals. door man at the Grand theater, who has Just re¬ 
ceived his discharge from army service, smelled smoke ns he was mok- 
Ing a tour of the balcony of the house Just before the Inst show was out. 
He hurried to the booth, turned on the light* of the theater and quietly 
called upon the 300 people there to leave In an orderly manner stating 

that there wi*a a fire In the adjoining Building. Thera waa no confusion 
and no Injuries, according to Fijank A. Vannett, manager. 

Whan water from the hose* failed to break the windows of the 
second |torv offices in the blazing block, •pectator*. hurled every avail¬ 
able kind of mlsslo. Including even can* of bean* from the Outlet 
store, to break the glass. 

Earl S. Wright, owner of the Gryphon building, apendlng Thanks- 
giving night.with hi* family at home. wa» not aware of the flra, which 
broke out at 9:37 o’clock, until he received a telephone ckR from Th* 
Herald at 11:30. • ] / 

A atricken spectator we* William C. Carbina who had Just put 
in hi* Christmas »tock. the greater part of which 1* Irreplaceable. Al¬ 
though he refused to comment on hi* Iom, It la believed thak the 
figure if In the vicinity of $75,000. * j 

Aa the blaxe progressed throughout the early hour* dantlata, phy- 
sicluns, insurancemen, occupant* of office* In the upper floors over 
the stores stood helplessly by, unable to enter to salvage record* and 
valuable equipment 

Employee of the Central Vermont Public Service corporation stood 
by watching the power line* which took a hammering from the water 
pressure. The line feeding power to the Rutland hospital, The Herald 
and other plant*, passed In front of the burning building Central 
Vermont Public Service company men said upon questions, that In 
case of a break In the line the power would be shut off by an aule- 
malic switch. 

Hot coffee and doughnuts were supplied to firemen and police on 
duty from two sources The Kresge lunch counter was opened up for 
their benefit’and A. W. Macauley also had food ready for the flre-flght- 

ahL t 

| ♦ ' ■ ■ !■ 

Hundreds of spectators who thronged the business section to wetrh 
the progress of the fire were drenched from time to time. 

Traffic was the heaviest In years on all city streets, and all avail¬ 
able police officer* and *pecial police wera called out Member* of the 
state motor Vehicle departmen^staff al»o assisted. 

One of the greatest faari of the city and special police officers 
guarding against onlooktrs getting Into the danger eras was that soma 
of the high tension wire* would come down and "snaka" Into tha crowd. 
Many of thq officials expressed fenr not only of electrocutions which 
might have occurred, but also of Injuries people could have received If 
pa nU^spresd, among the closely packed man of people. 

When fefcr of the fire spreading Into the Grand theater was first 
expressed, ekdted fingers pointed to one wlhdow which seemed to 
have a brilliant redness behind It. It was a discerning policeman who 
figured that *he “flame” was actually the reflection of a naon light on 
the Rutland fowling Center glancing from tha red brick building wall 
•cross the street to the window of the Grand. 

1 | i - 

\ , The waning crowd # who stuck it out Into tha early morning hours 
were given ah opportunity to express themselves when billowing flames 
appeared In'the top story of the building over the Outlet store on 
| the West street side. They lustily cheered and shouted advice and 
encouragement, to the attempts of firemen to break office windows. 

Cbilf of‘Police Harold 6. Potter and Sheriff Oeno N. Franzonl aald 
early t&ii morning that no accidents were reported other than the 
effect of smdke upon firemen. The officers slated that tha moit serl- 
oualy affected was Deputy Fire Chief Trank H. Seward, who was 
“ “ station artel a pulmotor used to revive him. 


taken 





Jous lots to the owners and oc6u pants of the store* and 
In the fire gutted block was realized by the many apec- 
:anted frequently upon the destruction of dental equlp- 


The 
office 

titort , ____ 

ment arid other valuable apparatus 


.Jmost serious damage to the Grand theater was a break In a wall 
chopped to l ain access to tha firewall next to the Outlet store. The 
theater was < trenched and filled with smoke, and last night It looked as 
If there jwouli be no movie* !n the house for a day or two. 

Water ax d amoke damage will constitute a great part of the loss. 
Tons of water cascaded through the window* and down through the 
roof of the building for houra. 

The Gryphon building wa* erected 30 years ago by the late W. H 
Wright md Cwrge H. Young of Brandon. 


































Work Starts On 

• 4 « ^ 

Clean-Up After 
$250,000 Blaze 


Job of Restoring Order Out 
of Chaos Begun After Fire¬ 
men End 14-Hour Fight 
at Gryphon Building. 

Plans Made 


Broken Windows Boarded 
Up as Occupants Prepare 
to Resume Business Where 
Possible. 


Rutland business and profession* 
al men. occupants of the big Gry* 
l»hon building at Merchants Row 
and West street, yesterday began 
attempts to restore order out of 
chaos, and many viewed comply 
Kras of equipment and fixtures, after 
the disastrous quarter of a million 
dollar fire which ravaged the big 
business block Thanksgiving night 
and early yesterday. , 

Rutland* firemen, under the lead¬ 
ership of Chief Alfred H. Koltonski, * 
wound up a H-hour battle afalnet 
the stnbtobrn blaze when they pUy- / 
rd the lotf stream of water upon 
the devastated building at 11:30 
oVlock yesterday morning. 

Later In the day a chec>-up 
showed ^hat casualties of the, de¬ 
partment wervlfght in view of the 
seriousness of ihei blaze and, the 
difficulty encountered In getting «t ./ 
the source of the fire. Two firemen 
were hospitalized; one had eecaped 
serious .Injury when a 3fl-foot ladder 
gave way as he was climbing from 
one roof to another with a line of 
hose; several of the men were un¬ 
der medical treatment and four 
were ill at thejf homes* suffering 
from .smoke inhalation, amok# 
blindness and eye Irritations, 

As soon as H was declarea sera* 
workmen began the task of board¬ 
ing up open spaces. Many mer¬ 
chants and office ownera made 
plans to clean up their quarters and 
resume business as soon as possible* 
while others attempted %o salvage 
equipment and sought to locate new 
office spice. * 

The Gryphon building Sa divided 
into two sect lions. The west or 
"new” part of the building, of five 
floors, facing Merchants Row l« 
constructed of concrete and steel. 
The “old" section on fhe ea#t. fac¬ 
ing West street, is three stories high 
and built of masonry and wood. 

Damage to the west section was 
caused by smoke and water, and K 
will be ready for use as aoon as the 
stores and offices are redecorated 
and repaired, which is expected to 
be within a short time. However, 
the “old” part of the bulldfng. be¬ 
tween the comer block and the 
Grand theater, was badly gutted by 
fire and It is stated that the greater 
part of It will have to be rebuilt 
William 1. Ginsburg and William 
C. Carbine, owners of the stores 
facing Merchants Row on the 
ground floor of the west section, 
expect to be open for business 
within a few weeks. 


The Outlet Super Market owned 
by Samuel Cramer of Amsterdam, 

N. Y.. will resume business at once 
if a new location can be found, ac¬ 
cording to a company representa¬ 
tive. The super market Includes the 
meat, grocery and fruit depart¬ 
ments. The stock was unofficially 
said to be s total loss. Many house¬ 
wives groaned when it was learned 
that such scarce products as 
Mayonnaise and soap powder ware 
Included In the items destroyed. 

So terrific was the blaze In the 
market section of the building that 
the heavy meajL caset crashed 

through to the basement as flames 
consumed (he flooring. 

lari |*. fright of North Main 
street, one of the owners of the 
Gryphon block, said last night that 
ha would make no estimate of the 
lots uQtll Insurance company ad¬ 
justers had completed their inspec¬ 
tion and made reports. Office man¬ 
agers gnd members of their staffs 
braved water which dripped con¬ 
tinuously through the five stories 
of the building. Inches or soot, fall 
ing plister.. wet floors and damp¬ 
ness al ther\ Inspected their loss, 
began cleanup operation! and sal¬ 
vaged Records. 

William C. Carbine, clothing 
merchant, who occupied the corner 
store oo the ground floor, said that 
the greater part of his merchandise 
was salvaged, and that damage was 
caused by smoke and wafer. Em¬ 
ploye* iof the atore and} firemen 
placed salvage covers ovef most of 
V merchandise as they braved 
th* heavy «moke Thuraday night. 

Carbine was optimistic yesterday 
at the possibility of reopening be¬ 
fore Christmas. He would make no 
estimate of his lots until Insurance 
adjustors have completed a survey. 
He aald that ha had received tele¬ 
phone end tflegraph messages yes¬ 
terday from , many of the concerns 
from whom He buys, promising their 
co-operation'In aaalsting him In re¬ 
stocking as aoon as possible. 

Carbiot agid he is extremely 
grateful, to 0)e members of the Rut¬ 
land Tire department, the auxiliary 
and the men gf the West 
and Proctor Tire depart- 
thtlr efficient and willing 
service jin checking the fire. The 
same aetitlrngnt was expressed yes¬ 
terday py Earl S. Wright, owner, 
and by fnanyf other occupants of the 
building. | 

William I^Olnsfcurg. one of the 
owners of the Outlet Trading Post, 
stated Ust n|ght that all employes 
are being kept on the payroll and 
that moft of them were busy clean¬ 
ing up and! Salvaging whatever Is 
usable from! the shoe, clothing and 
household goods damaged by fire, 
smoke ahd water. 

The usable, portions of the stores 
will be reopgned Just as rapidly as 
possible. Ginzburg stated. No esti¬ 
mate of jth# loss from the fire, eith¬ 
er to stock car fixtures, can be ex¬ 
pected for asverai days, he added. 

The Chrand theater in a separate 
building; eae of tha Outlet Super- 
Market, was !imaged by smoke and 
water. tinl J fe small section of the 
northwest a mer on the ground 
floor w is fa imed. The work of 
cleaning all of the seats in the 
house, s ad 1 it floor, was carried 
out yest irdiq by a squad of men 
and wot ten. j 

Manager Hank A. Vennett said 
that an 6ll-h( atlng unit In the fur¬ 
nace wi s In Railed yesterday, and 
that the feeder will be open for 

business today. The movie, “Thun¬ 
dering Gun Sllngcr." will be feat¬ 
ured In continuous nhows begin¬ 
ning at 1 o'clock this afternoon. 

Deputy Fire Marshal Chester 
Kirby of Montpelier arrived in 
Rutland yesterday to asstal Kire 
Chief Koltonski In making an In¬ 
vestigation of the diiasterous fire 
The state official pronounced the 
Job of fire-fighting “excellent “ 
Firemen receiving treatment ut 
the Rutland hospital yesterday for 
smoke inhalation were Harold P 
Mangan. who has Just returned to 
duty after neorly four years of 
combat with the Navy In the South 
Pacific, and George Ferguson. 


Fireman Martin Kelly was treat¬ 
ed at the hospital late Thursday 
night after he was overcome by 
smoke and then returned to duty. 
He narrowly escaped serious injury 
when the 33-foot ladder on which 
hevwas climbing from the roof on 
„Urp of the Grand theater to the top 
r ot the ea«t gbetion of the Gryphon 
building, gave way. Kelly was car¬ 
rying a hoaellne nt the time. The 
tip of the ladder was broken as It 
•lipped from the cornice of the 
building to the lower roof Deputy 
Chief Frank H: Seward was over¬ 
come by smoke and after he was 
resuscitated by means of a pulmo- 
tor. returned to work. 

Others overcome by smoke dur¬ 
ing the progress of the bln/e were 
Deputy Chief Bean, James Barron. 
John Kent, Auxiliary Fireman J. 
'rtlly Bollard, and Robert Plccucl. 
They, too, continued fire-fighting 
as soon as they recovered. 

Treated by Dr Weston C. Ham¬ 
mond, eye specialist, lost night and 
today for eye irritations were Dep¬ 
uty Chief Ralph Bean. Firemen 
James Baryon, Mortln Kelly $nd 
John McGinley. Ill jet their homes 
were Capt. James Rice, veteran of 
the /var in Europe, Capt. Percy 
Woods. McGinley and Kelly. 

Chief Koltonski expressed warm 
thanks yesterday to the fire de¬ 
partments of Proctor and West Rut¬ 
land which promptly answered a 
call for help; to Chief Milton Lav- 
cry and members of the Burlington 
Fire department, who offered to 
help, to (he auxiliary firemen and 
to restaurant owners and Red Cross 
canteen workers, who provided the 
firemen with hot coffee, sandwiches 
and doughnuts during the fire. 

The exact cause of the blaze will 
not be known until a complete in¬ 
vestigation has been made, Chief 
Koltonski said last night A check 
will be started this morning, be 
said. 

Koltonski declared that the blaze 
was the hardest fought in the 21 
years that he has been head of the 
^department. Difficulty in getting at 
^the base of the fire offered tho 
’greatest problem. The flames, which 
'broke out in the basement of the 
Outlet store, had reached the 
ground floor when the firemen ar¬ 
rived, and only the reflection could 
.be seen through the heavy smoke. 

, The flames fired a lally column 
•Or steel support boxed in wood, 
mushroomed up wooden partitions 
to the upper stories and spread 
over the floors. The blaze swept 
through the fire-wall next to the 
Grand theater on the southeast cor¬ 
ner of the building and spread to 
the steel celling of the Outlet store. 
Pike poles used by the department 
were not long enough to pull down 
the ceiling and the thickness of the 
smoke from burning paint and lino¬ 
leum hampered the work. 

The fire thief said that the 
presence of high tension wires in 
front of the Gtyphon building pre¬ 
vented the use of aerial ladders. It 
was necessary to bring ladders to 
the rear of the building in order to 
reach the, roof, causing a delay in 
opening up'ventilation on the roof, 
the chief said. \ 

Engine 1 and its crew were at 
work in the rear of the building 
and Engine 3. on the West street 
side in front. The fire chief said 
that it was the first time that both 

r ' *rz r— 1 — 

ladders and a deluge set were in 
operation sumultaneously. 

Koltonski said it was fortunate 
thgt-it was possible to cut off the 
progress of the blaze from the 
Gryphon building to the wooden 
rear ,of the McClallen block on 
Merchants Row. There is a fire wall 
between, the two buildings but the 
hallways were unprotected, he said. 

More Water was used in putting 
out the blaze than in any fire in 
Chief Koltonski’* memory. The 
exact amount had not been figured 
last night. 

Water mains into the Gryphon 
building were turned off yesterday 
on^der of Water Foreman Wil¬ 
liam Dwyer, in order to repair two 
broken in the fire. Telephone 
and fight service in the building 
'was In operation yesterday. 

The stone emblem, symbolizing a 
gryphon, figure of ancient mythol¬ 
ogy* with the head of an eagle and 
the body, of a lion, which stands 
on the roof of the east section of 
the damaged building, retained its 
perch yesterday, unaffected by the 
blaze. 
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Tenants Poke 
In Fire Ruins 
ForS alvage 

_ O 

Gryphon Occupants Slosh 
Under Dripping Ceilings 
to Assess Losses. 


Plans Indefinite 


•Tenant! of the Gryphon building 
"pent yesterday iloahing through 
mud and water underneath drip¬ 
ping celling* to determine what 
could bo salvaged among the char¬ 
red rulna and the smoke-gummed 
furniture and equipment. 

Mott of them were unable to give 
a dollari-and-centa estimate of their 
loaaes and many of them were In¬ 
definite about future plans, 

Several tenant! on the upper 
floors of the west portion Indicated 
that their usual schedules could be 
res tuned as soon as heat was avail¬ 
able In Jhc building or as aoon as 
the vmoke and soot can be cleaned 
up. 

Others are considering moving to 
other offices. If and when such ac 
commodetlons can be found, or 
transferring business temporarily to 
their homes. 

The remainder are waiting until 
their former quarters are repaired 
or renovated. 

Water on the second and third 
floors, which Was several inches 
deep yesterday morning, had sub- 
sided to puddles in the rooms and 
corridors by afternoon, On the up- 
per two floors, much of the domnge 
was caused by a sticky film of 
smoke said to have come from burn¬ 
ing ter on the root of the three- 
story eastern section of the build¬ 
ing, hardest hh by Thursday night's 
fire. i * 

Although the boilers are practical*- 

m«£» r u d | by ,h# dBbrU in ,h « &•**- 

*•*»*• It U expected th»t heat will 

Jj* next Bulld- 

thf. ^ kU i*„ h,ve hope 

U«t the boiler which heaU tha 
newer part of,the buUdlng. 
datnige wa. lent, will not n£rd 
major repairs. 

Tenant, of the lower floor, have 
not dared turn on electric apparatus 

fm.Mh* r /i <>f * h ° r . t c,^cuit, • but on the 
fourth floor electric heater, were 

balng u*ed yesterday afternoon. 
Telephone tcrvlce had been re- 

office 1 ,0 * l l<a,t ° n * ** cond n ° or 

Rugs, furniture and equipment 
constituted the major part of the 
loss to tenants. Most concerns re¬ 
ported that their flies were undam¬ 
aged or could be salvaged. Some 
equipment was believed to need 
only cleaning and overhauling to 
be back in working condition. The 
extent of damage to other pieces 
could not be determined as yet. 

,Pj* C. Powers, who has occu¬ 
pied offices on the second floor for 
M years, was still unable to tell 
whether his extensive physical 
therapy equipment, Including an 
actinic ray ✓ generator, tine wave 
generator, ultra violet InrU Infra¬ 
red heat and X-ray machines, were 
damaged. 

w ilh w.icr still drippAig from 
the ceilings and covering tW door, 
nf his suite lo the depth of Inch, 
he had been unable to turn the ma¬ 
chines on for fear of short circuits 
His Ale*, which were In waier- 
prnof cases, were undamaged 
He had recently discarded insur¬ 
ance. he said after carrying It for 
about 30 years. 

Dr Power, does not pUn lo , r>ru . 
fer his practice elsewhere but will 
wall until his present offices con 
be renovated. 

Dr. Robert P. Williams, physician, 
who ahared a suite of offices with 
his father. Dr. Percy M William*, 
oentlst, at the rear of the building 



where the damage was greatest. 

termed thalr supptlaa and equip¬ 
ment • total loss but said Ihty ware 
covered by Insurance. 

Dr. Williams believed Hiat lack 
of available ofTlce space would 
keep them from moving alaawhere. 

Jerome D. Kennedy, whose law 
office waa on the aecond floor, also 
used the term "total loss" to de¬ 
scribe the extent of damage, with 
furniture and rugs as two of the 
l*rgcet items. Kennedy, however, 
plana to try to find other office 
apace. 

Tha Fred C. Roberts Insurance 
office suffered relatively little from 
smoke and water and will be open 
for business as soon aa tha heat 
ta turned on. 

Attorney Angelo J. Sparo reported 
that resumption of business In his 
office would also depend on heat. 
Foots and furniture wilt be "clean¬ 
ed up" a> aoon as possible, probably 
within a week. Books and files 
were slightly damaged but can be 
used. 


The 12500 damage to Dr. Carter 
Wood’s office includes hard-to-re- 
place dentist’s equipment. Dr. 
Woods plans to suspend his practice 
until hta former quarters are repalr- 


Dr. George G Marshall, eye. ear, 
nose and throat specialist, was In 
New York Thursday night and did 
not learn of the fire until he was 


notified by telephone yesterday 
morning. He arrived by train yes¬ 
terday afternoon to find his ofTlce 

'’pretty wfll ruined " He believed, 
however, that he oould salvage 
many of hi* instruments and rec¬ 
ords and continue In the same of 
flcea when* they are repaired. 

Dr. Herbert H. Yarrlngton, den¬ 
tist. reported 'everything damaged 
by smoke and water" but said that 
he had saved his records. His plans 
for carrying on his practice were 
• till Uncertain 

The division of probation and 
perolf office of the department */t 
public welfare was in ruins, but 
Luther Drohak deputy of probation 
and parole, staled that the slate 
money and records, which were In 
another room, were saved. 

The prbballon and parole office 
will be set up temporarily In Dro 
hat’s home at 71 Church street 
On the third floor, where smoke 
and water damage was also exten¬ 
sive. Dr. Thomas A Norton had al¬ 
ready engaged help to clean and 
pilot hia dental office He expect 
ed that If would be ready for oc 
cupancy In 10 d aya or two weeks 
He estimated the loss, much of 
which w»s furniture, at $500 
Madeline E. Durlvage, chiropodist, 
and Cecelia Durlvage, hairdresser, 
were uncertain about future plana, 
but were*considering moving their 
business Into their home. Equip¬ 
ment, which wa icovered with a 
sticky film of smoke, would need 
complete overhauling before it 
could be Used, they said. 

The ili.room suite of the Provi¬ 
dent Mutpal Life Insurance com 
pany r waa. demolished but the fur¬ 
niture la being covered with build¬ 
ing paper; for temporary use and 
moved to |wo rooms over the Wool- 
wor^h atofe on .Merchants Row. The 
fllea ire being salvaged, Raymond 
E. Holway, general agent of the 
compeny, said. 

H. t. Robbins la moving his type 
wrltef and adding machine business 
to hta home at 155 Grove street He 
waa Unable to estimate damage, but 
said that hia euppliea were destroy¬ 
ed. He expected to be able to sal¬ 
vage the typewriters. 

On . the. fourth and fifth floor*. 
there 1 was. leas water and mud. but 
a thick coating of tarry arnoke cov¬ 
ered everything. Severe! tenants 
stated that their loss waa In dis¬ 
ruption of business and cost of 
labor j for Jcleenlng rather than In 
actual destruction of material. 

Thd LAifntoermen'a Mutual Casu¬ 
alty cx>mptny and American Motor¬ 
ists Ihaurince company offices, of 
which Donald Maclnnla le. In 
charge, will be open for business 
a* «K>n M the heat is on. as will 
the Hew England Mutual Life In¬ 
surants ofTlce under the menage- 
men! (of A. C. Matthews. 

Payson Rex Webber, architect, la 


Payaon Rex Webber, architect, la 
moviog hlg office temporarily to hie 
home- on Grove street. Among the 
smoke-coated articles In Webber’a 
offloe are numerous technical books 
now out of print 
WiDlam McDonald, chief clerk of 
the Tidewater Oil company, said 


business la being carried on In an 
ofTlce at the company’s bulk plant, 
but that aa soon as the heel la on 
the staff can return to the former 
quarters. 

The Stafford. Abetiell and Staf¬ 
ford law offices, which occupied 
five rooms on the fifth floor, will 
be open again next week Jtf heat le 
available. The >3000 lose to the 
firm Included ruined furniture and 
ruge. 

The only damage in the off iota 
of the law firm of Bovs, Biliado 
and Dick, also on the fifth floor, 
waa from smoke. Plane for carry¬ 
ing on the firm's business are await¬ 
ing Peter A. Bovte return from 
New York. 


Canteen Corps 
Of Red Cross 
On Fire Duty 


The peacetime function of units 
organized for national defense wa* 
demonstrated during the Gryphon 
building fire Thanksgiving night 
and early yesterday morning. The 
assistance rendered by auxiliary 
firemen and police has<been stressed 
by city officials. 

. The Canteen corps of the Rutland 
County chapter. American Red 
Cross, called out at midnight by Dr. 
Charles D. Beale, disaster Chair¬ 
man, remained on duty until 5:15 
o'clock yesterday morning. Four¬ 
teen gallons of hot coffee and 200 
large sandwiches were served to 
firemen and police on duty. 

Service was set up In the vesti¬ 
bule of the Central Vermont Public 
Service corporation building and 
the workers circulated with traya of 
sandwiches and pitchers of coffee 
at intervals, while many of the 
workers at the fire came directly 
to the stand for refreshment. Twen¬ 
ty gallons of coffee were provided 
by Mr. and Mrs. Ira Hark ness of 
Kresges store, and the couple as¬ 
sisted in serving. Sandwiches were 
made by the Canteen corps mem¬ 
bers. James Perkins of Central 
creamery kept his etore open until 
5 in the morning to service the Red 
Cross. 

Canteen workers who served 
were: Mrs. Helmer Hood, chairman; 
Miss Helen Koltcmaki. Mr*. Morris 
Snyder. Mrs. Nathaniel Ginzburg. 
Mrs. Louise Berger. Mias Amy L. 
Perkins, chapter executive, also as¬ 
sisted. . 


Firemen Respond to Two 
^ Calls After Big Night 

As an aftermath to the Gryphon 
building fire,* the Are department 
yesterday received two calls of 
minor Importance. 

The janitor of the Combination 
^fcore. located at Edson and Willow 
Streets, telephoned the department 
ht 9*40 last night and said he thought 
there was smoke In the basement. 
Investigation proved the "arnoke" to 
' be an ammonia mist* from a leak In 
an ammonia compressor. 

The other oall, responded io at. 
1:50 yesterday afternoon, was caus¬ 
ed by defective wiring on a car 
parked at Columbian avenue and 
State street. Little damage was re-i 
ported. Firemen said the blaze was 
I put out by the ear owner. 


by g. l. McLaughlin. 

Managing Editor. 

Nov. 18-24. 

A relatively quit* Thanksgiving day 
was drawing to a close this week, 
when the Thuaday night stillness was 
broken shortly after D o’clock by 
Rutland’s new flrj alarm, sounding a 
call from Box 43. In the next six 
hours, a quarter of a million dollars 
worth of property, store and office 
equipment and merchandise went up 
in smoke as flames swept through 
the eastern end of the Gryphon build¬ 
ing. big business block which fronts on 
both West street and Merchants Row. 
The Outlet Supermarket was ruined 
by Are and water, the Carbine Cloth¬ 
ing company sustained thousands of 
dollars in damage from smoke and 
water, the Grand theater had a narrow 
escape from destruction and a dozen 
or more offices of business and pro¬ 
fessional men in the Gryphon build¬ 
ing were damaged by smoke and 
water. The Rutland Fire department, 
always ranked as one of the best small 
departments in the east, lived up to 
its reputation, stopping the fire in 
the east end of the building, thus 
preventing the flames from sweeping 
westward toward Merchant* Row. 
Destruction of the business district 
was averted. 
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Blaze One of Rutland’s Largest 











' v ' yV Herald Photo. 

This "morning after the night before” scene shows the Gryphon building: at the corner of West 
street and Merchants How as It appeared yesterday, its three-story eastern section gutted by the 
WO,000 fire which started about 9:30 o'clock Thursday night while its five-story western section was 
..structurally unharmed but with extensive smoke and water damage to offices and their contents. 
Workmen were busy boarding up the smashed windows and the W f est street sidewalk was roped off 
for the protection of passersby. .* . 




p ■ 

Thursday Night’s Fire One 
Of Three Conflagrations 


Ont aftermath of Thursday night's 
Gryphon building fire, whh its es¬ 
timated *1osj of shout s quarter of 
a million dollars, was Inevitably to 
bring reminiscences of other major 
c on fig gr at Ions in Rutland's history. 
Comparable, perhaps, in difficulty— 
but tyectuse of extreme cold rather 
than dense smoke—was the Bxrd- 
well |blaxe of almost 28 years ago: 
while for*sheer destructiveness, the 
$700.9^0 damage done In February. 
lDOd.jto five buildings near Mer¬ 
chants Row and Center street, re¬ 
main* tops in the city's record to 
date . 

Thit flre^-which started on a quiet 
Sunday morning in the Ripley block 
on Merchants Row, was fought by 
■ t 28 members of the Rutland Fire de¬ 
partment aided by three companies 
brought by rail from Whitehall, N. 
Y* Which arrived with their steam¬ 
er and hose cart* by 9:30 o'clock. 

Despite' the best efforts of the 
combined crews, the blaze spread 
rapidly through the Mead block at 
the Corner and swept up Center 
■tree^ through three more buildings 
before it was controlled. 

Breaking with tradition. The Her¬ 
ald on that Sunday published an 
extra) which reached tne streets at 
2:36 Jn the afternoon, with five 
solid columns of fire news. , 

Early in the morning of Decern- 
er JO, 1917, SO guests at the Hotel 
were roused by the cry 
t* given by Day Clerk Joseph 
and with 30 hotel tm- 
rushed scantily clad to the 
where the thermometer 
at 26 below zero, 
o'clock Night Clerk Barnes 
*1 smoke near the hotel of- 
called the fire department, 
responded with all equip¬ 


ment and soon had nine hose* play¬ 
ing on the fire. By 7 o'clock it was 
thought the blaze was under control 
but it then broke out with renewed 
fury, burning throughout the dsy 
and threatening to engulf adjacent 
buildings. There was no wind an^ 
despite the intense cold the steam- 
engines and all equipment operated 
without a failure. Soon the entire 
front of the hotel was sheathed with 
ice. asttons of water were poured 
into ilUnd the pavement on Mer¬ 
chants How became a glassy hazard. 
Firema^ Dl TL Blanchard wag seri¬ 
ously injured falling from a third 
floor ladder. 

Guests and .employes were im¬ 
mediately taken into private homes 
and later joined the crowds watch¬ 
ing and aiding the firemen. By 
noon the blaze was wcH under eon- 
trol having consumed the entire 
hotel proper, except for the annex 
and newer section. At 11:20 that 
night flames once more broke out in 
the ruins but were quickly extin¬ 
guished by the exhausted firemen. 

Later investigation indicated an 
overheated chimney as the cause of 
the fire. Due to the great masses of 
ice covering the building, insurance 
adjusters could not accurately ap¬ 
praise the loss to the hotel, though 
the figure of $125,000 was named, 
one-half of It covered by insurance. 
The hotel was built in 1261 by 
Otis-Bardwell of Walpole. N. H_ 
and at the time of the fire was 
owned by parties in Rutland and 
Kansas. 

Fire Chief James C Dunn, after 
the fire, expressed his appreciation 
for the help I given by Rutland 
people and for gkrves and mittens 
furnished firemen by local mer¬ 
chants. 


Fire Breaks | 

Out Again) 

* 

Early Saturday Call to Gryphon 
Block One of Several Week- 
End Alarms. 


A shelf of smouldering under¬ 
wear In the fire-charred ruins of; 
the Outlet store in the Gryphon 
building on West street caused a 
call for the Rutland Fire depart¬ 
ment at 3:65 o'clock Saturday morn¬ 
ing, less than 17 hours after the 
quarter of a million dollar blaze in 
: the business block had been brought 
1 under control. 

Firemen extinguished the fire 
within a few minutes, but remained 
on the scene until 5 o'clock. A later 
check Jo eliminate any smouldering 
debris was conducted throughout 
the day. 

A call to the Grand theater, next 
to the Outlet store, to turn off the, 


t steam in a broken pipe; a needless 


* — • * r*r v i u jj 

alarm; a grass fire; a chimney fire 
and two false alarms were also giv¬ 
en the attention of the fire depart¬ 
ment over the week-end. 

The alarm which brought the fire¬ 
fighting equipment to a house on 
Hopkins street at 9:25 o’clock Sat¬ 
urday morning was listed as “need¬ 
less.” A grass fire on West street 
was put out at 2:37 o’clock Satur¬ 
day afternoon; at 3:31 the trucks 
Were called to the Grand theater. 
Firemen found that steam was 
bursting from a broken pipe, and 
the heat was turned off in that sec- 
ion, Patrons of the theater were 
lot disturbed, firemen said. The 
’alse alarms were rung from Box 351 
it East and East Washington streets! 
it 9 otlock Saturday night and 
rom Box 322. Park and South Main' 
treets, shortly after 9 o’clock last 
light. The department extinguished 
chimney fire at 16 North street 
eeterday morning. 

Firemen Harold 'Tat” Mangan 
nd. George Ferguson, who were 
iken to the Rutland hospital sut¬ 
uring from the effects of smoke in- 
alation after the Gryphon building 
jfire early Friday morning, were) 
discharged as patients from the in¬ 
stitution yesterday, Chief Alfred H. 
Koltonski reported. 

Mangan and several other depart¬ 
ment members who have been con¬ 
fined to their homes as an after- 
math of the fire expect to return 
to duty today. However, Ferguson 
and Martin Kelly will remain at 
their homes on orders of Dr. W. C. 
Hammond, eye specialist, and Dr. 
J. J. Tomasi. Both are suffering 
from eye irritations and smoke in¬ 
halation. 

Deputy Fire Marshal Chester 
Kirby has returned to Montpelier 
after being in Rutland to confer 
with Fire Chief Koltonski on the 
Gryphon building fire. The Rut¬ 
land fire chief said that the cause 
of the conflagration cannot be de¬ 
termined until a thorough check has 
been made through the debris in 
the basement where the blaze orig¬ 
inated. 

As soon as this can be done, the 
investigation, with the state fire 
official 'participating, will be com¬ 
pleted. 

Attorney Peter A. Bove of the law 
Arm of .Bove, Billado & Dick re¬ 
turned from a trip to New York 
to find his fifth-floor suite of of¬ 
fices in the Gryphon building in 
sorry shape with .furniture, law 
books and files covered with a thick 
black coat of dirt. 

Attorney Bove decided to trans¬ 
fer his office quarters temporarily 
to his home at 78 Grove street, 
pending a general clean-up of the 
offices. 
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Herald fhq\ 


women and children' >i 


Shown here Is part of the huge crowd which watched the 
art lined up on the Unlvers&lUt church lawn. 



City’s Official 
Thanks Given 
•For Fire AidJ 

The thanks of the city of Rutland 
were expressed by Acting Mayor J. 
Fred Carbine yeiterday to Chief Al¬ 
fred H. Koltonski and the members 
of his fire department and to the 
fire-fighting forces of Proctor and 
West Rutland for their work in i 
combatting the Gryphon building 
blaze. 

Regular and call policemen, un-l 
dor the direction of Chief Harold S. 
Potter and the motor vehicle offi¬ 
cers of the Rutland district, also re¬ 
ceived the praise of the acting may¬ 
or for their work In directing traf¬ 
fic and in holding back thousands 
of interested spectators during the 
fire. 

Appreciation for the work of 
WiUinm T. Dwyer, water depart¬ 
ment foreman and his men, in 
standing by during the emergency, 
was also emphasized. 

The voluntary help given by the 
Red Cross canteen ladies and res¬ 
taurant operators in serving hot 
.coffee and sandwiches to the fire-_ 
j men is deeply appreciated also, Car¬ 
bine said. 

•The auxiliary firemen and po¬ 
licemen lent excellent assistance, 
arid we are grateful to them, and 
also to other citizens and officer* 
who helped out in any way/' Act¬ 
ing Mayor Carbine stated. 

Yesterday he sent out letters to 
Cecil Curtis* .who acted as chief of 
the Proctor Fire department and to 
C. L. Montgomery. West Rutland 
fire chief. wt*^*rith their crew* 
were in Rutlana 10 minute# after 
his call for aidv^'Ybti have every 
reason to be proud of your fine 
departments," he Informed them. 


Community Fire Loss 


JTT"’ 

times every possible precaution Aould 
be taken to prevent fires from starting 
and to obtain as much protection if j 
possible ’ against Are loss'; 
i S In this instance, the damage miqbti 
iary conditions to obtain full protec- easily have been much more dwas- 

ion against fire loss, and conditions tating than it was and more crlppnng 

oday are far from ordinary. # ; 3Vo'the community from the economic 

Stocks of merchandise are practi- j standpoint. Ii was a difficult Are to 
.it.:' r&nini'A onH mlffht h avp itirpad much 


The Gryphon building Are was un- ♦ 
doubtedly the most costly conflagra¬ 
tion Rutland has had in 2T years or 
It is difficult even under or<H- 


more. 


eapy ^impossible to replace. Most ‘ 
tAferehanU feel lucky to have even 
modest stocks for Christmas this year 
and would be staggered at the thought 
of having to duplicate what they have 
on hand. Building repair# have prob¬ 
ably never been more difficult and ex¬ 
pensive to make than they ate tdSay, 
Both labor and materials are jfeortknd 
coetly. 

Occupants of business and profes¬ 
sional office* under ordinary condi¬ 
tions, if driven from thei* Quarters •, 
by fire, would have little difficnHy 
Arvding temporary location* el*ewb<i*« 
But the.Gryphon bulftHng Are came.! 
at a time when there Is a shortage In-* 
stead of a surplus of office ep«*e Ja. j 
the eity. ? . * V } 

A Are of the size of the Gryphon , 
blaze is not only a blow to the dwners ' 
and occupants of the property affect 
ed. It. hurts the entire community. 
Under other conditions the lots of * 
sales and productive activity, could 
be easily absorbed by the rest of busi¬ 
ness district,’ but not at this season 
vhen the demand for goods and serv- 
ces exceeds the supply. 

(Nothing serves better as a Are haz- 
ird warning to other# than a disas- 
rous loss like this. It is a forcible 
■eminder to others that now of ^11 


control and might have spread much 
morelwidcly if we did not have an 
efficient Are department whose .skill, 
combined with courage and persist¬ 
ence, limited the Are area. Regular 
Aremen had welcome assistance from 
the auxiliary force of volunteers and 
from Proctor and Vfcst Rutland. A 
large force of firefighters often isn’t 
any better than a small one, but many 
replacements were needed at the 
Gryphon Are because of incapacitat¬ 
ing sitioke and fumes. Masks seemed 
to be relatively ineffective, presumably 
because of lack of oxygen in the 
bujlding interior. 
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MARCH 25, 1946 



r»to!h ummTl'l U, C ^ f *f Jp k h Bcu of ,h * PIrc dltarUiV^i 

S2 

Th, do, ££££££?'* ,rfBue ‘ nd v *™>" 

ABO\l: George Blanchard holds two of Mi *ri*m ***** m. 
omfr sofvtron 0 f the fir*. A fireman I^L^on. P" ^ 


Conway, own| 
M by the u«| 
d'»I ot II o'l 
Going out 
motion he 


Dog Hero Of 
Small Blaze 


Rouse* Neighbors When I Ten- 
house Burnt; Week-End 
Grass Fire Total Is 20. 

• 

Tiny, • neighborhood pet dog, 
wot hero of i henhouse fire at 220 
IJnonIn avenue Soturday night as 
he discovered the blare In which 
•rven of nine prize hens perished 
sroused the neighborhood and later 
led firemen to the acene. 

The blaze was one of 22 calls an¬ 
swered during the week-end by the 
local department, with « seasonal 
high In grass fires yesterday as the 
day’s calls jumped to 10 

The fire at the f.Inrvdn avenue ad¬ 
dress was discovered when Robert 
of Tiny, was a rot is- 
lUiil barking of the 
ck Saturday night, 
investigate the com. 
_jund the henhouse 
nearly consumed by fire. 

Following the summoning of the 
Are department Tiny, not content 
with having irwdr the discovery 
met the fire truck as it arrived and 
led firemen to the arene of ti»e 
f,r «* Thl* procedure wm rcprul- 
whfn « ..-cod truck arrived 
the Mine rourteiy wu extended to 
meierveri who it/rpp^d Uj nee the 
blare. 

The chicken, wer, owned by 
Oeorge Blench.rd, .nnth.r rr.ldent 
w the Lincoln avenue house. 

Grins flre. yeeterdny wer. et 
Glrnenn rn.d et 11:32 o'clock In the 
morning. 302 Went tlrccl el ||:3S 
Creek road at II SO end at 12 03 In 
the afternoon. Temple and Oe.r 
Idreeu at 12. 10 Boyce .(reel at 12 12 
** Glnroln at I2«l. nrllevue 
avenue and North street at I 1,1. 

Also, a! Woodstock avrruir at M3 
Norton place „t 120. 77 Traverse 
street at 2 20, 33 Pine street at 2 30 
Clark street a*, 241. Hyland avenue 
•venue at 2 M. and 
>ud at 3 04. 

^nt also responded 
Iturday at Picrpont 
’clock In the mom- 
>s street at 4:02 in 

t ” .. Jt rear of the 

Loretto home on Meadow street at 
7:43. and at 30 Bellevue at 0:10. A 
chimney Are at 37 Summer street 
was extinguished at 11:33 o’clock in 
the morning. 


«t 2 41. Uncoil 
at Cold River] 
The dcpar„ 
to grata Ares 
avenue at O N 
«i>g, at 101 
the afternoon™ 


AUGUST 2, 1946. 


Fire Consumes 
$2000 Worth of| 
Antique Pieces 


Ore , del troy ed • number of 
plec«i of antique furniture valued 
at $2000 and owned by Mr*. PTan- 
cU Z. Bowker. Jr, of 17 Robert* 
avenue last night as flames swept 
through the Interior of the garage 
attached to her home. 

The Are, believed to have been 
| started by an overheated flatiron, 

I was quickly extinguished by Are- 
men before It could spread to the 
adjoining house. The blaze waa put 
out by using two booster lines. 

Damage was confined to the fur¬ 
niture, which included a number 
of mahogany and maple chain, 
overstuffed sofas, and other per¬ 
iod pieces, and to the Interior of 
the garage, firemen reported. 

Tile flre was discovered at 9:10 
o clock by Miss Candace Bowker, 
the owner’s dnughter. 




JANUARY 21, 1946 

~ 

West Rutland 
Home Burns 


I Ryil/.cski I louse Is Destroyed; 
Rutland Department Aids in 
Fating Flames. 


West Rutland and Rutland fire¬ 
men fought for several hours last 
J night to put out a blaze whic h de- 
| stroyed the home of Mr. and Mrs 
'Stanley T. Rydzeskl on Gilmore 
avenue. West Rutland, and for a 
| time threatened several nearby 
j residences. 

A break In the nearest hydran* 
and high wind hindered the work 
nf the firemen In the near zero 
| weather. 

Deputy Fire Chiefs Wilbur Nel- 
*oi. and Patrick Phalcn «,f West 
Rutland estimated the loss at more 
than *4000. and stated that the fire 
was caused by an overheoted stove 
pipe The fire officials said that the 
blaze was the biggest in West Rut¬ 
land In several years. 

The town flre department wa* 
called out at 0 30 o'clock. The work 
of flre fighting was hampered when 
the top of the hydrant In front of 
the Putnam home on Main street, 
above Gilmore avenue, blew off 
The West Rutland fire department 
»ent out a call to the Rutland de- 
pytment for help and a truck and 
crew of firemen In charge of 
Deputy Chief Frnnk Seward re- 
| tponded. 

A line of additional hose provid¬ 
ed by the Rutland department wss 
connected to the hydrant at Clar¬ 
endon* avenue The flames, fanned 
by the high wind, had gained rapid 
headway by the time the West Rut¬ 
land department arrived on the 
scene. The town firemen assisted 
Rydzeski, father of four children. In 
removing the greater part of the 
downstairs furnishings In the burn-! 
f ing house. . 

At 11 o’clock last night the walls j 
of the house were standing but the 
roof and partitions had collapsed 
Icicles covered the ruins of the 
rtructure. 

The second coldest night of the* 
winter season failed to hamper the 
activities of prsnksters who turned 
In a false alarm from Box 14 at 
11:13 p. m. Saturday, calling the 
city s flre fighting equipment to' 
j Church and Williams street. 

At 1:18 o’clock yesterday morn¬ 
ing the trucks were called by tele-1 
phone alarm to the Landon store on I 
Evelyn street where the sprinkler 
i system went off. At 3 o'clock Sun- 
idty morning the department was 
jummohed to the E»*le Inn on 
W»| M itrect to extinguish * met- 
tress flre. 

Yesterday afternoon at 1:10 
o clock the Rutland flre department 
extinguished a chimney blaze at 47 
[Orsnt avenue. 














































95 


RUTLAND DAILY HERALD. FRIDAY MORNING, AUGUST 16, 1146. 

Crowd Viewsl 
Barn Blaze 



llrralri Photo. 

Firemen uanl laddrni to bring Uirlr hn*e Into pUy on the 
heart of tho blase whirl* Unt night destroyed the harn of llr. Parle 
Y Johnson on North street extension. doing damage estimated al 
several thousand dollar*. Hie atrurture was virtually a total loaa. 
together with ronalderable equipment, hut five riding horaea were 
saved. 


Flamei Consume Large Struc¬ 
ture on North St. Extension ;| 
Horses Saved. 

The* biggest crowd to view a Are 
her# since the Gryphon building 
blare last fill turned nut Inst night 
shortly after the curfew whistle 
to watch the burning of a hnrn 
d stable on North street exten- 
_.m, the property of Dr. K.nrle F 
Johnson. Five horses unharmed, but 
quantities of hay. tool* buggies and 
other equipment wero consumed In 
the flame* which were thought to 
have started with a short circuit 
Shortly after the Box 252 sound¬ 
ed at 8:55 o'clock hundreds of cars 
began converging on the scene, po¬ 
lice reported. Sltuotcd on high 
ground the flames were visible from 
all parU of the city. Cars lined both 
sides of North streot extension. Die 
north end of Highland avenue, and 
parts of Bellevue. Clinton und Mona 
Vista avenues, police kept through 
ulpmcnt. however, 
era elsewhere and 
ns ofT tho streets. 
Fred Carbine and 
were present 


FEBRUARY 23, 1946 

Firemen Douse 
Partition Blaze 
On Willow St. 


A small fire In a partition, result¬ 
ing from an overheated chimney In 
Ihe Grand Furniture company store 
In the nurke Brothers garage build¬ 
ing on Willow street yesterday j 
noon, called out three trucks anil 
the personnel of the Midland Flre| 
department and attracted the al-l 
tentlon of scores of person* in the 
business aecllon 

A telephone alarm wit turned In 
at 12:28 o’clock. When the firemen 
arrived they noticed smoke com¬ 
ing out of the clapboards on the 
first floor, and Immediately turned 
in a request for an alarm on the 
transmitter aystem. Kxcept for the 
damage caused by ripping out a por¬ 
tion of the wall near the chimney, 
loss was slight, according to de¬ 
partment officials. There was s Bre 
of a similar nature in the same 
building a year ago. 

The Are department extlngulahed 
two chimney blares yesterday, at 
10:M o'clock In the morning in a 
house at 150 Forest street and at 
4 42 o'clock In the afternoon al 400 
West street. 


AUGUST 27, 1946 

Match Play 
Startfc Fire: 
Damage $600 

repoi 
hildr 


lanes for > 
diverting 
keeping pede 
Police Chief 
four officer! 


The building. Including a horse 
barn and attached shed to the north, 
wag partially covered by insurance. 
Dr. Johnson said Jaat night. The 
Are, originating in Die north cell, 
which was completely consumed by 
the flames, probably started In an 
electric ^hort circuit, the owner 
stated. 

Firemen had the flames under 
control before 0.30 o'clock but little 
appeared to remain of the structure 
except for a shell of the main barn 
A large section of the shingled 
roof was burned out. 

A small quantity of saddles, tools 
and miscellaneous equipment was 
saved with the horaea. Dr. Johnson 
trophies and riding equipment col- 
stated. but most of a collection of 
looted during the past 25 years was 
destroyed, as well as between five 
and six tons of hay. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonikl 
estimated that the damage would 
run to several thousand dollars and 
that ths bulldlngpvas “0 total loss.' 


Firemen were bvj 
morning forking 
in the upper par 
to extinguish al|| 


until early this 
)ver Ions of hay 
sf the main barn 
jarks. 


cd by children playing with match¬ 
es. caused an estimated *J00 dam¬ 
age yesterday afternoon to the 
house owned by Frederick T. La- 
plne of 117 Forest street 

Chief Alfred H. Koltonski said 
that most of the damage was caus¬ 
ed by smoke which Altered from 
the shed where the fire started 
through the downstairs home of 
LaPine and into an upstairs apart¬ 
ment. 

The walls of both the downstairs 
and upstairs sheds were badly 
charged and aome clothes were des¬ 
troyed. 

The chief was told, he said, that 
the Are started when children lit 
newspaper! and flames spread to an 
oil container. 

The blaze was estingulshed with 
use of a booater line and tvgo 1*4- 
lnch boae lines. The call was re¬ 
ceived at 2:40 o'clock. 


DECEMBER 23, 1946 

Jdothing Fire 


Hits Home On 
Coolidgc 1 Ave. 




A fire which started in clothing 
hanging In a cellar stairway at the 
home of Clinton D- Hall on Coolidgc 
avenue called out the Rutland Fire 
department equipment at 8 05 
o'clock yesterday morning The 
cause of the blaze has not been de¬ 
termined 

The flames spread from the cloth¬ 
ing to the walls and there was 
damage throughout the house lr om 
smoke and heat. A booster line was 
used to put out the fire. 

At 1 07 o'clock yeaterday morn¬ 
ing firemen were awakened by box 
alarm 45 at the corner of Center 
and Wales street Answering, the 
department personnel found that 
the alarm was a false one 




At 2:10 ode 
noon the depar^ 
a call from 
street* where 
ted. The bla 


T 


Saturday after¬ 
bent responded to 
Ilea and Willow 
[oar fire waa re- 
» was out when 


NOVEMBER 20, 1946 

” 1 “ 'j 

.Firemen Respond To 
Three Alafms Within 
One Afternoon Hour 

The Rutland iHre department re¬ 
sponded to three alarms within an 
hour yesterday afternoon, aa a sud¬ 
den epidemic of; biazoa Swept the 

city. 

' The first of these, which took the 
department Vo the hom4 of Mrs. 
Catherine S. HlUel of 18 North 
Main street at 3£20 o'clock, caused 
the most destruction as It ravaged 
a back shed and loft it charred and 
smoking, cauaing considerable dam¬ 
age to the shod end contents. The 
department laid a booster lJne and 
two 1ft inch lines from North Main 
street vo the blazing building. 

While one unit of fir# fighters 
wag battling this threat another 
was called to West end Meadow 
streets where • truck belonging to 
Ward and 6on \ ot RuUand had! 
caught fire. The tiody of tile vehicle 
was undamaged * but the motor 
burned out, the department report¬ 
ed. 

At 4:10 o'clock ihe trucks aped to 
the home of Dr. Id ward J. Layden 
of 57 Chestnut [avenue j where a 
burning waalcba^cet caused alarm 
No damage resulted from this blaze, 1 
Earlier In the day. *t 11:30 a. m., 
dry leaves and grass caught fire at 
Lincoln avenua ic a using a minor 
blaze wh ich wr^jght no damage. 


NOVEMBER 26, 1946. 

Flaines Raze 
ervin Home 

IL J — 

Large Crowd Watches Midnight 
Fire on Gleason Rd.; Lack 
of Water Balks Firemen. 
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trucks arrived.. 


A midnight Are completely de¬ 
stroyed a two-story frame house be¬ 
longing to Michael P. Dervin of the 
Gleason road as approximately 173 
people, soma clad In pa jam** and 
coats, stood watching in clustered 
groups in tha vicinity of the flam- 
building this morning, 
e blaze, visible to many Rut- 
reaidents, shot hundreds of 
f«*t into the night sky attracting 
the large crowd to the scene of the 
Are on the outskirts of the city. 
About 30 automobiles were counteJ 
in areas adjacent to the property. 

Dervin, wtio was In bed when he 
heard tha sputtering spark* said 
that the Are waa caused by an over¬ 
heated chimney. He rote and dres¬ 
sed himself, and as the fire spread 
from arotind the chimney and con¬ 
necting atoveeplpe he was forced 
to escape through a bedroo 
d< iw. Ha resided there alone 
ho is occupied in fanning, owning 
die property and a barn cloaa 
which was endangered by the flying 
sparks from the house. There wsa 
only a slight breeze in evidence 
during the Are and it blew in an 

opposite direction from the bam, 
jsrtjlch was not harmed. 

Due to the absence of a water 
supply, the Rutland Fire depart¬ 
ment was helpless to combat the 
flames. They laid a single line from 
a wattr-laden truck to the vicinity 
of the barn to avert any further 
damage. The sparks from the deter¬ 
iorating house, as It crumbled piece 
by piece, spread about the ground 
and burned the outer fringes of dry 
gfass surrounding the building. 

The house was a total lots but 
neither the owner nor department 
officials hazarded a guess as to the 
amount of damage In figures. 
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Official Probe 
Of Armory Fire 
Opens Tuesday 


State and Local Officials 
to Investigate Blaze I fere 
Which Took Life of Care¬ 
taker T. F. Meleady. 


Loss Heavy 


Damage Done Memorial 
Structure in Rarly Satur¬ 
day Blaze Is Estimated at 
$35,000 to $50,000. 


An investigation directed by 
Deputy State Flrt Marshal Chester 
M. JClrby of Montpelier will he 
opened tomorrow Into the dis¬ 
astrous fire which caused unof¬ 
ficially-estimated damage of from 
S35.000 to $50,000 to the Rutland 
Memorial armory on West atreet 
•arty Saturday morning and claim¬ 
ed the life of Thomas f Meleady, 
ML caretaker of the building for 10 
years. 

Meleady. veteran of World War I 
and a former member of the Na¬ 
tional Guard for many years, wm 
suffocated by heat and smoke In 
sleeping quarter*, apparently 
aa he was dressing to investigate 
the fire. He was dead when flre- 
tam found him. 

Kirby, who was In Rutland yes¬ 
terday to confer with Fire Chief A 
H. Koltonskl and to Inspect the 
armory, will be assisted In his of¬ 
ficial Investigation by State's At- 
toroey Edward G. McCiallen. Jr. 

Brig. Gen. Murdock A. Camp, 
well of Montpelier, adjutant general 
«f Vermont, and Col. Eric R. Brit¬ 
ain. supply officer of the Slate 
Guard staff, made an inspection of 
the armory Saturday morning fol¬ 
lowing the Are. 

Gen. Campbell ordered the dU- 
continUance of public use of the 
bulldl&ll until further notice. He 
directed that steps be taken to pre- 
Tent far ther deterioration of the 
property and to safeguard state and 
federal supplies and equipment 

c.il. J«»hri 1. Cooley of Rutland, 
commanding t» K * First Battalion. 
Vermont St,»ie Guard, who j« 0 U 0 
cuslooinn of the armory, arirmiinced 
yesterday that until the Insuranre 
settlement is effected no 
will be made to restore Ihe strur- 
lure 

No estimate of the damage run. 
at this time, be announced. how¬ 
ever, it is known to be substantial* 
he stated. 

Col. Cooley continued 
~The loss would have been far 
greater but for the efficiency of the 
• Rutland Fire department under 
Chief Koltonskj The Police dr- 
parunent under Chief J Fred Car- 
bine was of great assistance 
~Vft*ther an enlargement of lhr 
armory or a morirml/utinn takes 
place will rest with Ihe Stale Ar- 
mory commission. Consisting at pre*. 
ent of Gov. Proctor and the adjutant 
general. 

“Gen. Campbell feels keenly the 
tragic death of his friend or long 
funding. Caretaker Tom Meleady. 
^who faithfully served his state and 
community for an many years'* 


-— 

Although the office of the Rutland 
County Draft hoard. No. l u on the 
first floor, southeast viy-tlMPf the 
armory, was damages! by MM and 
smoke, a check with Mrs. Winnie (J 
Nelson, chief clerk, showed that 
there has been no loss of records 
Where the draft board would tem¬ 
porarily locate had not been de¬ 
cided last night. 

CoL Cooley stated that damage to 
the equipment, ammunition and 
other supplies of the First Battalion 
headquarters, and to those of A 
Company, could not he determined 
until a thorough inspection Is 
made. 

The fire wws discovered .by Mrs 
Florence Mangan. mother of Fire¬ 
man Patrlrk Mangan. who lives In 

the OLney apartment at 20 West 
street, opposite the armory. Mrs. 
Mangan sent in a telephone alarm 
at 3:31 o'clock Saturday morning. 

The West street woman said the 
was lying in bed, her window shade 
partially ralaed, when she heard 
an explosion, and then saw a flash 
of fire in the vicinity of the armory. 
She arose, threw a coat over her 
night clothing and called her 
daughter, Mis* Aileen Mangan. Tha 
two women walked over to the 
armory but sow no smoke coming 
from the building. She telephoned 
the fire department and asked them 
to aend up a service truck to in¬ 
vestigate. 

Under the direction of Deputy 
Fire Chief Ralph R- Beane, two 
engines and crews responded, and 
an alarm was set up on the signal 
system. Within a brief period Chief 
A. H. Koltonskl and all the re¬ 
mainder of the city*s fire fighting 
equipment and call firemen were 
on the scene. « 

After gaining entrance through 
the main door, fireman found the 
entire building charged with ter¬ 
rific heat and dense smoke. So in¬ 
tense was the heat that the entire 
drill hall of the structure was un- 
llveable for some time. Several 
streams of water from three lines 
of hoee were played on the build¬ 
ing from neartry hydrants. The 
hose lines were brought in through 
the main door and the two aide 
doors, which were smashed open 
with axes. 

Deputy Chief Frank H. Seward 
began an immediate check lor per¬ 
sona who might be trapped in the 
building. Ascertaining the section 
in "tokich the caretaker had living 
quartets, he climbed a ladder to the 
second story, southwest section. The 
double window was half way open 
and was screened. Looking into the 
room Seward saw that Meleady*! 
cot had been alept in but was 
empty. Gaining entrance to the 
room, and with the aid of a flash¬ 
light. he proceeded through the in¬ 
tense heat and smoke until he 
found the caretaker lying on tha 
floor behimi a door leading to the 
upstairs hallway, the door having 
been opened about four inches. 


Examining the body Deputy Chief 
Seward found that the caretaker 
was dead. He then went out through 
the window. Re-entering a short 
lime later with Cili Fireman 
George W. Peck, Id, the two lifted 
Meleedya blistered and partially- 
clad body and placed it on a 
stretcher. They were assisted in 
carrying it downstairs by Capt Guy 
W. Whitcomb of the Vermont State 
Guard. 

While this waa being done Chief 
of Police Carbine and Police Sgt. 
John L. Dina entered and made an 
examination of the room. So in¬ 
tense was the heat and smoke that 
they left the building by ladder 
trtia the second floor. Permission 
to move the body of the caretaker 
was obtained from Dr. J. J. Reedy 
of the city board of health and Dr. 
CL.D. Beals, health officer. Dr. WU- 
liam J. Powers also was present 
Help in obtaining emergency as¬ 
sistance was given by the night tel¬ 
ephone operators on duty. 

Fire Chief Kollonski said yester¬ 
day that the actual cause of the 
blase had not been determined. It 
waa believed, however, that the 
fir# started in folding chairs and 
ceremonial equipment used on the 
previous night by Cairo temple of 
the Shrine which held its spring 
ceremonial in the armory Friday 
evening. The equipment had been 
stored under the balcony to be re¬ 
moved on the following morning. 
A check showed that the last mem¬ 
ber of the Shrine had left the arm¬ 
ory before midnight 
The fire had apparently been 
burning for approximately three 
hours when a hot air explosion oc¬ 
curred. the fire chief said. When 
the firemen entered the building 
they found that the material under 
the balcony had burned, the flames 
eating through the floor of the 
drill halL The east aide of the bal¬ 
cony had burned and had collapsed. 
The flames from the first fire did 
not extend over a large area. Moat 
of the damage to the entire front 
of the building was caused by heat 
and smoke. 

The hot air explosion, heard by 
Mrs. Mangan, bulged the walls of 
the drill hall three inches out of 
line, and two of the steel roof gird¬ 
ers were bidly damaged, the chief 
said. Flames broke out as a result 
of the intense heat, setting fire to 
the celling 100 feet from the original 
Are snd the entire interior of the 
drill hall was charred. 

Firemen released some of the heat 
snd smoke by opening skylights on 
the roof. 

Chief Koltonskl said that appar¬ 
ently Caretaker Meleady. who had 
been sleeping in his room, was 
awakened by the expioaion. and on 
opening big, door wae suffocated 
immediately by the extremely hot 
blast which rushed through the 
opening. Clothing found nearby in¬ 
dicated that Meleady was dressing 
aa he* was hurrying to Investigate 
the noise. There were no flames 

anywhere near the room, but the 
intense heet which entered cherred 
the walls and blackened the furni¬ 
ture. Aj In many places in the 
building, the plaster had crumbled. 

Also on the second floor of the 
armory was the "strong room" 
containing smoke bomba, tear gas 
and other ammunition used by the 
Vermont Stale Guard. An iron door 
led to the room. 

Chief Koltonskl said that In nor¬ 
mal times he would estimate the 
damage to the armory in the vicin¬ 
ity of 930,000. Due to present con¬ 
ditions. he explained last night, the 
actual loss or the coat of replace¬ 
ment could not be estimated. 


Chief KolUinskl yesterday praised I 
the assistance given the Are de¬ 
partment by the Rutland police de¬ 
partment. 

Sgt. Dan Brown was on duty | 
at the police desk, when the 
Are was discovered. Shortly after 
the flrst alarm three regular of¬ 
ficers ood two specials. In addition 
to Chief Carbine and Sgts. Dinn and 
Brown were at the scene. Brown 
left his desk and woj in charge 
until the chief arrived. The area' 
between Lincoln avenue and Maln| 
itreet, Including the north end of 
Main street was closed to traffic 
and cars were directed elsewhere. 

The hundreds of Rutlanders who 
turned out as spectators to the Are, 
many of them with coats thrown I 
over night clothes, were kept away 
from the building for safety rea¬ 
sons and so that they would not 
retard the operations of the fire¬ 
men. Police guarded the armory 
until the State Guard took over 
and there was an officer on duty 
throughout the day. 

Chief Carbine and Sgt. Dlnn ac¬ 
companied the body of Caretaker 
Meleady to the Spencer Funeral 
home where it was laken by am¬ 
bulance, and then notified the Are 
victim’s family In Weal Rutland. 

Officer* of Company A announc¬ 
ed last night that a regular meet¬ 
ing will be held on the armory 
grounds tonight at 7:30 o'clock. 

The body of Mr. Meleady was 
moved from the Spencer Funeral 
home to the Mullln Funeral home 
In Wyt Rutland on Saturday. It 
will remain there until the hour of 
funedhl services at Si. Bridget’s 
chiyt-h, West Rutland, tomorrow 
mining at 9 o'clock. Burial will 
by in the family lot In SL Bridget's 
cemetery. 

t Thomas Francis Meleady was bom 
in West Rutland 56 years ago, son 

*^\J** e Thomas and Margaret 
Gorman Meleady. He waa educated 
and spent hit boyhood In that town. 
Later he was employed by the 
Vermont Marble company. Ha en¬ 
tered! military service early in 

World War 2, and served Jor 12 
months In Trance with the 312th 1 
Trench Mortar battery, assigned to 
the Infantry. After the war he was 
employed for a time In Ihe con¬ 
struction of New York subways. ( 
Mr. Meleady became caretaker of 
the armory In 1930. A few days 
ugo he commented to a eloee 
friend. Col. George C. Ackley, re¬ 
tired. of thla city, that he had 
been on the Job at the armory for 
nearly ^6 yeara. He had cared for 
the grounds, the boiler and made 
arrangements for and assisted at 
the many athletic tournaments, so¬ 
cial functions and military activi¬ 
ties held there. 

Commenting on Cyretaker Me¬ 
leady Col. Ackley said yesterday 
"His heart was bigger than hi 
body. He was a friend of everyone 
and especially kind to children. Thi 
kids will miss him very much." 

Meleady was a member of the 
Vermont National Guard, but be¬ 
cause of his age was obliged to stay 
at his J6b. when the guardsmen 
were inducted into federal aervice. 
He was a member of the American 
Legion, the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, Rutland lodge of Elks and 
Rutland aerie of Eagles. 

Surviving him are two brothers. 
John Meleady of West Rutland and 
Howard Meleady of Newark. N. J.. 
and two sisters. Mrs. Edward Noo¬ 
nan of West Rutland and Mrs. 
l|,loneI Mann of Hartford. Conn. 

'• * . 































DECEMBER 14, 1946. 


/ 'i/Vf 

NOVEMBER 20, 1949 


W oman Perishes 


As Fire Engulfs 
Patterson Home 


Mrs. May Ayling, 66, House¬ 
keeper for Retired Busi¬ 
nessman, Overcome at 
Litchfield Avenue. 


Losses Heavy 


Owner, Morris Patterson, in 
Hospital; Firemen Called 
Out at 5:40 A.M.; Cause 
Undetermined. 


A 66-year-old housekeeper, Vfn 
May Ayling. perished in the flames 
of an early-morning Are at 3d 
Litchfield avenue yesterday which 
caused thousands of dollars* dam* 
age and sent the victim's employ¬ 
er, Morris Patterson. 74, to the Rut¬ 
land hospital 

Firemen found the lifeless body 
of Mrs. Ayling on the kitchen floor 
of the Patterson home. Her bed¬ 
room was just off the kitchen; po¬ 
lice and Are officials believe that 
the woman, awakened by smoko, 
went to the kitchen to inveetigite, 
and was overcome. 

Dr. Charles D. Beale, city health 
officer, gave suffocation as the im¬ 
mediate cause of death, with third 
degree bums as a contributing fac¬ 
tor. 

Patterson la a retired business¬ 
man suffering from partial blind¬ 
ness, due to a cataract condition. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonskd 
stated last night that the cause erf 
the blaze, which broke out either 
in the kitchen or an adjoining back 
shed at the Pitterson home, is aa 
yet ‘undetermined. 

At the Rutland hospital last 
night, Patterson was being treated 
by Dr. Stewkrt Ross for the effects 
of smoke inhalation and shock. Dr. 
Rosi described his condition as 
•fairly oomforlable." It will be a 
few days before total damage to 
the elderly man’s lungs caused by 
the Are will be known, it wan in¬ 
dicated. 

Patterson, also awakened by 
dense smoke and clad only in pa¬ 
jamas and without shoes, esc a ped 
from sn upstairs room where he 
had been sleeping, descended a 
staircase and made his way to the 
home of his next door neighbor, 
Joseph A. Abel to obtain assist¬ 
ance. 

Abel, a member erf the Rutland 
city council, heard the man’s knock, 
and answering. led the elderly man 
into his home. He summoned the 
Rutland Tire department and Pat¬ 
terson's son, A. Tuttle Patterson of 
Nichols street. 

The Rutland Fire department re¬ 
ceived the call at 3 40 o’clock; 
when equipment arrived smoke was 
billowing from the north side erf the 
Patterson home. Word was sent 
over the police radio system to 
have the man on duty at the desk 
■ t the central Are station sound box 
Alarm 81 to calt out additional aid. 


Arriving at the scene A. T\jttl# 
Patterson made inquiries as to the 
safety of his father and erf the 
housekeeper Neighbors said they 
had not sefcn the woman during the 
excitement and could f not state 
whether she bed gone XA the home 
of relatives foe the nignt 

Fireman - Patrick J. Hurley, 
crewllng Into the emoke-Ailed 
kitchen with a booster line, cams 
In contact vrfth the woman’s body. 
|Fx»mlnstlon by Deputy Chief Ralph 
IK. Bean and other members of the 
| department showed that the woman 
was dead, apparently from suffoca¬ 
tion. 

Slate's Attorney Edward G Me- 
Clallen, Jr.. Chief of Police J Fred 
Carbine and Dr. Beale were noti¬ 
fied and arrived within a short 
time. PeiAmasion to move the body 
of Mrs. Ayling was given by the 
health officer. It was taken to the 
Spencer Funeral home on West 
street and later to the MacDonald 
Funeral home on Grove street 

Chief Koltonski said yesterday 
that Mrs Ayling, after waking up. 
apparently went Into the kitchen 
to And the cause of the hcovy 
smoke and was immediately over¬ 
come. falling to the floor where she 
was later found 

Koltonski said the damage from 
the Intense smoke and heat prob¬ 
ably would run Into several thous¬ 
ands of dollars because the Patter¬ 
son home was furnished with valu¬ 
able antiques and rugs A Tuttle 
Patterson, son of the owner, said 
that the loss is covered by insur¬ 
ance. 

Mr. Patterson, who escaped from i 
the blaze, despite the handicap of 
blindness, is well known in Rut¬ 
land county For many years hr 
was owner and operator of the 
Fair Haven Foundry and Machine 
shop at Fair Haven. With his father, 
shop, at Fair Haven. With his 
father he operated the Eureka 
Slat* quarry In Fair Haven 
for a long period, and also the 
Fair Haven Electric Light com¬ 
pany. Later the Rutland Railway, 
Light & Power company bought 
out the npwer lines of the concern 
at Poultney and Fair Haven. Mr, 
Patterson retired from business 
naarly 30 year* ago. 

Funeral services for Mrs. Ayling 
were held yesterday afternoon at 4 
o’clock at the MacDonald Funeral 
home. The Rev. Frank W. Grlppin. 1 
pastor of the Methodist church, of- 
Aclated. 

The bearers were Howard King, 
Mark Denden, James Quinn, sr., 
James Quinn. Jr.. Henry Ianettl 
and Fred Holland. Burial was In 
Evergreen cemetery, 

Mrs. Ayling. a native of England, 
who has resided In Rutland for 
several years, is survived by a 
daughter, Mrs. Fred Holland of 
Chaplin avenue; two sisters. Mrs. 
George Slbthrop of Toronto. Can¬ 
ada, and Mrs. Ethel Tower of Lon¬ 
don, England, and three brothers, 
Sidney. George and Alec Edmond¬ 
son. also of London. 

Many floral tributes ware receiv¬ 
ed from relatives, neighbors and 
friends and the services were large¬ 
ly attended. 
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Morning Fire 
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Twelve pcrtonl Art! to kufety 
from an curly morning $rr k\ 140 
Mu pic street yesterday, ; 

The Jlgmes wefa div'dverejl 
Mrs Hue M onr >»>. rnreupunt Inf i» 

| thud floor aparunenl In ]he jn(ise. 
who quickly rotlafd the frit i 1 the 
reiidroti and suffmu»nrrt| the Rut¬ 
land Are department. 

The Aa«*. whioh aturlrd in u 
clothes closet off the kltiheni wus 
of an undetermined origin. Total 
damage was estimated n( VKHi 
Mry. Moorby sent in airaphl tel¬ 
ephone call to the Are drpartynrnt 
| after seeing the flame* A grtier.il 
, alarm was rung at 4 30 a. m by 
Ar* depurtment official* siding 
all Are equipment to th* acerje, 

■ re Chief Alfred H. Koltiu)*ki 
s..id the Are caught In the hurt)* 
tion^^n# mushroomed into tl|e at¬ 
tic ^of ^he three-hpartmgnt home 
Three Are engines and the Udderi 
truck were sent to the scene Where; 
booster lines were used to extin¬ 
guish the blaze. 

The Art started In an lipartmerji j 
occupied by Mrs. MoArby.j hdrl 
housekeeper and two young j chil¬ 
dren. Mrs. Moorby sent her h*»u»C-| 
kieeper to the second Apnr 
ment after divovering tt|e till*# to I 
awaken Mrs. Thelma Mrfzaifll hnd 
I her daughter and ,a roomer so lb r y 
could Aer to safety, 

Mrs. Menaro* fh turn Jawaliebed 
Mr. and Mrs. lUfry J. Joulit i»nd 
their three children ori, the Aril 
Aoor before the Jlfe department ar¬ 
rived at the scene 
The Are. which could fhav« eas¬ 
ily spread Into g fhajor dlsasW ^ac¬ 
cording to.Chle Kollahsklj Wrts 
| quickly put out by the Rutland Arg- 
Aghters. 

Damage was cnpAned jin tht par¬ 
titions in the third Aoor Iparimpnil 
There was no In}i of furniture or 
personal belnnglqkv 
Firemen covered furniture Ijh the 
second Aoor apartfaent whh s&lvage 
cover* and the i tmly dgmagrjrf 
ported in Mrs. Jdmaros Jiomr Was 
negligible smoke and water di«rrt- 
age. There was damage report¬ 
ed by Mr*. South . 

>op e rushed Ip 
eStly-morfflng b 
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Over 100 
scene of. the 
wheh the* Are 
box 17 at the 
Maple strfeta, 
homes rushed 
clothing and | 
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Grass Fires 
Total 15 

Damage Done, More Threaten¬ 
ed as Wind Spreads Blazes 
to Some Ruildings. 


The Rutland fire atatlon resem¬ 
bled a relay poat yesterday as ap¬ 
paratus came and went on the 13 
call* to grass fire* which had been 
turned In by mid-evening yester¬ 
day. 

As in years past, the advent of 
warmer weather and fpring has re¬ 
sulted In gfau fires—but grass Arei 
this year carry the threat of great¬ 
er damage and property loss, with 
value* at present levels, department 
officials pointed out. 

"People u»e poor Judgment.’* they, 
stated, "when they start fires on a 
windy day for burning trash and 
for/spring cleaning." 

Fire* yesterday were for the 
moat part the result not of^nallci- 
oujneis. but of carelessness, it was 
stated. Twice the station was bare 
of apparatus as all trucks were out 
on separate call*. Once a box was 
aounded for off-duty firemen to re¬ 
port. 

Damage resulted from fires which 
spread to sheds, garages and houses. 
The threat of more damage was al¬ 
ways present Officials last night 
urged Rutland citizens to be care¬ 
ful and tue sound Judgment. 

Between 10:30 and* 11:23 a. m. yes¬ 
terday all available apparatus wsj 
at fl Freeman avenue where a grass 
fire had spread to a shed attached 
to a house and scorched the house 
as well. The house was owned by- 
Mrs, Irene Cox and occupied by 
Arthur Qorgan. 

About $800 property damage was 
done Two booster lines were used 
***« iextra personnel to help run a 
hoae line from a hydrant 1000 fee: 
,x***y—*nd to man the station—as 
well as to be present against the 
hazard of, greater damage, were 
needed; box 361 was sounded at 
10:42 a. m. H 

A lumber pile . was burned and 
garage scorched In a Stratton road 
blaze to which apparatus respond¬ 
ed, between 11:48 a.< m. and 12:10 • 
p. m. Two sheds snd wood slabs 
at a saw mill were burned on North 
Church street where a hose line 
was laid between 12:31 p. m. and 
1:10 p. m. 

Other calls were made for fire* 
on Killington avenue, to which ap¬ 
paratus responded between 10:32 
and 10:56 a. m.; end of East Wash¬ 
ington street, between 11.*21 and 
11:43 a. m.; Easterly avenue, be¬ 
tween 11:23 and 11:48 a. m.; Mans¬ 
field place, between 11:40 and 11:51 
a. m.; Dana school aFea between 

11:41 and 11 V) a rn ; South Main 
street between 12 21 and J2 27 p tt\ . 

40 Washington street, between 12 r *2 
and 1:03 p, m ; 02 Jackson avenue, 
between I 23 and 2 20 p. m.J Wat¬ 
kins avenue achool area between 
3:25 and 3:40 p. m.; 151 Woodst^k 
avenue between 3.40 and 4 !6 p rn . 
Easterly avenue between 3 and 5 27 
p. m.; and Washington and Lafayette 
streets between 6 39 and 8 34 p. rn ' 
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iTorch Starts 
§112000 Blaze 


Vermont Marble Co.’s Center 
Jutland Plant Hit by Stor¬ 
age Dock Fire. 


APRIL 4, 1947 
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n estimated $2000 damage was 
to the Vermont Marble com- 
y Center* Rutland pUnt yester- 
afternoon when t ipark from 
acetylene torch touched off a 
of excelsior in the storage dock 
. icent to the main building. 
Wallace M. Fay, assistant to the 
evident of the company, said that 
fire broke out abou( 1:15 p. m. 
le a worker was welding In the 
that la also used, as a shipping 
Jn. I W 

Rotland and Proctor fire‘depart- 
its answered the alarm as flames 
through bales of excelsior and 
g the tarred roof of the room 
measures nearly $00 feel In 
th. 

Engine No. I from the Rutland de- 
rUnrnt went out at 1:23 p. m, 
wed at 1:40 p. m. by Engine No. 
An official of the local depart- 
H said that the flames were roll* 
along the entire length of the 
ng when the apparatus arrived 
the scene. 

e said that the RutUnd depart- 
it {Ait two lines into use and 
another line was placed In ac¬ 
hy the Proctof department, 
e building — made'of brick — 
ered only smail/djmage. Fay 
1, but the roof was badly burned, 
irload of excelsior^ bales was de- 
qyed. a numbgr of windows were 
en and crated marble blocks 
e scorched by the heat, 
y said that the marble — crat- 
for shipment — could be clean- 
He said that the plant would 
opened this morning after be- 
closed for the remainder of the 
yesterdat after the fire was 
ngulahed. 

a Rutland fire department ap- 
tue returned to the station at 
A. m. while employes of the 
bit company continued to re- 
’• the soaked excelsior from the 
ding. j ! 
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Fire Damages Home 

On East Center St. 
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Father and Son 
Flee Ffousc Fire 
On State Street 


While Frank Dennis and his 
eight-year-old son, Christopher. 
*err asleep In their upstairs 
apartment, Guy Chase of 121 
State street, who was nut walk¬ 
ing, saw smoke billowing forth 
from the house at 1CM state 
street lust night. 

Chase rushed through the 
dowfyitttirs apartment, and find¬ 
ing no one there, ran upstairs 
where he awakened Dennis and 
his son sleeping in rooms into 
which smoke was already pour¬ 
ing. 

The two went to n neighbor** 
house across the street where 
they fpilrkly recovered. 

Damage to the downstair* 
apartment, including kitchen, 
storage shed and attic -belong¬ 
ing to Agnes II. Cutting of 21 
Pine street—was estimated at 
several hundred dollars by fire 
department official* 

The fire, said to have been of 
unknown origin, was extin¬ 
guished by Engmrs I and A ..ml 
the ladder truck of the fire de¬ 
partment between H 44 and 0 30 
p. m. 




Stove Sets 
Home Afire! 


A call to a fire at 40 East Center 
street, and a needless alarm rung 
for the sawmill at 263 Lincoln ave¬ 
nue, were answered by the Rutland 
Fire department yesterday. 

The fire, which was said by a de¬ 
partment official to hnve been 
caused by an overheated oil burner, 
burned $ hole in the second floor 
occupied by Irving Gclvan in the 
building owned by the Rev Nathan 
Gclvan, jnd lravrl«*Vf under the 
floor through s partition to the at¬ 
tic 

Damage was done to the ru^. 
floor and partition, as well as to a 
cupboard in an adjoining room 
which was broken into in order to 
get at the fire, and water'damage 
was done to the first floor ceiling 
firemen reported 

The Are was extinguished between 
8:37 and 0:27 p. m. 

Between 10:54 and 11:10 a m. yes¬ 
terday Engines 2 and 3 responded 
to the call on Lincoln avenue, but 
when firemen reached the site, there 
was no fire. Inquiries were made, 
but neighbors and occupants dis¬ 
claimed any knowledge of either a 
Are or a call. 

Clock and Watci^Rrpalrs. Quirk 
expert service, F. II. Mason, Ber¬ 
wick News bland.—adv. 




Kitchen of House Into Which 
Family Had Just Moved 
Damaged by Blafe. 


A family that moved into a new 
home on the Boat road Christmas 
Day ‘-almost had to move out yes¬ 
terday when fire from an over¬ 
heated stovepipe gutted the kitch¬ 
en of their one-story bouse. 

Cap! James J. Rice of the Rut¬ 
Und Fire department said that 
flames caused by a hot pipe too 
close to a partition did consider¬ 
able damage to the home of Peili- 
grino Dellivenen before firemen 
extinguished them with the aid of 
a booster line. 

Deliiveneri*s wife was alone in 
the house with the children when 
the fire was discovered yesterday. 
CspL Rice said. The department 
received the first call at 10 a. m 
and the last truck returned to the 
station at 1C.J7 a. m. 

DellJveneri—who works at PauTs 
Cleaners and Dyers—will continue 
% to live in the house with his fam¬ 
ily w hile repairs are being made, 
the fire department official mid. 

The department extinguished a 
small fire caused by a flooded ofl 
burner at 12:20 p. m. ye s terday. 
The fire occurred at 2t Kiliingtoo 
avenue, but no damage resulted. 
Capt. Rice said. 

Engines 1 and 3 went to a 
chimney fire at 102 Fairriew avenue 
yesterday between 4:43 and 5rO0 p. 
m. 


MAY 3,|947^ 

Firemen Save 

I 

T w o W o m e n 
Felled- by Gas 

%4 

Two elderly Rutland women, | 
partially overcome by lllunum 
ating gas. were discovered in a 
semi-uncon>ciousneju state last 
night lit time to be revived by 
members of the Rutland Fire 
department 

The two women, Mia Sarah 
Can nil and Mm Julm Murrell 
of 7$ Forest slM-et. were dis- 
covered nearly unconscious 
shortly after 0 p m by a rela¬ 
tive 

Firemen who answered, the 
first aid cull stud ttint gas from 
X kitchen range had apparently 
caused the accident lining an 
inhalulnr and it restisr llator the 
Atcrnen worked |5 minutes be. 
fure bringing the women back 
to consciousness 

Dr William J Mowers attend¬ 
ed the women 

Later m the evening m» 10 20 
p ru the riepai (men! ativ.verrd 
h tall to Avenue \ u hott * 
bonAie w** extinguished. 


‘Grass’ Fire 
Razes Barn 


Spreading Blaze Blamed for 
Loss of Putsford Road Struc¬ 
ture; 12 Other Calls. 


A gras* fire yesterday was 
thought responsible for the burn¬ 
ing of a barn on the PitUford road 
and other such bla/es seriously 
threatened property in the city, the 
fire department reported last night 

The department responded to 12 
calls precipitated by grans fires in 
the city during the day. most of 
which were believed to have start¬ 
ed from bonfire*. 

The barn on Route 7 leading to 
Piltsford was nearly deatroyed 
when the department arrived and 
use of thr booster line was neces¬ 
sary. officials said, to keep the 
flames from setting fire to a house 
located on the same property. 

The barn, property of Mrs. Wll- 
Ham Abraham of Washington 
street, was completely destroyed as 
were used counters and show cases 
stored within it. R. A Johnson is 
the house occupant. 

Minor damage resulted to a fence 
and barn which were scorched by 
fire at 60 Church street The fire 
which started at 3:06 o’clock from 
a rubbish pile left burning, serious¬ 
ly threatened barns and private 
garages between Church and Elm 
streets which have been built close- 
ly together, officials said. 

Another grass fire known to have 
started from a burning rubbish pile 
was at Billing* avenue at 4;4-t 
o clock in the afternoon. 

All calls received by the depart- 
ment came in the afternoon and 
night. Those received . were from 
Clinton avenue at 12:13. 12 Forest 
*I l * 2 Meadow street at 
€31. Also, 122 Gibson avenue at 
3:10. the City farm on Woodstock 
avenue at 3:13. 46 Lincoln avenue 
•t 4:01, Killlngton and Stratton 
road at 4:50. Howard avenue at 7:14. 
Wallace avenue at 7:23. and two 
nrea on Allen atreet were at 8:21 
and 0 29 oclock. 


Grass Fire 
TotalMounts 


IS Alarms in Day Brin^ Warn¬ 
ing From Chief With Plea 
to "Be Careful.” 


Yesterdays total of 15 grass Ar4s 
j among 18 calls for the Rutland Are 
department brought forth a plea 
und a warning from Fire Chief Al¬ 
fred H. Koltnnakl last night. 

At one time yesterday four pieces 
'of apparatus were at four different 
j Arc* a! once, leaving the station bare 
I of AroAghting equipment. 

• '‘Several boys have been mallei- 
Imidy setting grus* Area,*’ the rhief 
[charged, warning that he will pre.ss 
i charges against them if caught. 

Adults wrrr asked to refrain from 
starting bonfire* or burning trash 
on a windy day like yesterday. 

A grass Are at Bellevue and 
' North streets between 5:17 and 5 40 
p. m. threatened four neighboring 
homes before it was brought under 
con t ml. 

A roomer who was carelessly 
smoking and set a blanket oAre. 
then put It In a trash barrel In an 
inside rear shed, caused a Are at 
76 Wales otreet between 6.20 and 
6 45, It was stated. 

It is incidents like these that 
caused Chief Koltonskl. he staled, to 
asked Rutland citizens (I) to think 
and (2) to be carefuL 

Other grass Area which were ex 
tlnguished yesterday were on Ser¬ 
geant avenue between 10:30 anti 
11:14 a. m.t 140 Curtis avenue at 
11:14 a m.; Easterly avenue be¬ 
tween 11:35 and-11:48 a. m.; 86 East 
street between 12:07 and 12:17 p m.; 
Calvary cemetery between 1:10 and 
2:14 p. m; Allen street between 
1:20 and 2;03 V P m.; Glbaon and 
Forest streets between 1:43 and 1:53 
p. m.; 130 HarHngton avenue be» 
tween 3:40 liAd 3:55 p. m.; 31 North 
street extension- between 4 27 and 
4 50 and 5:10 and 5:37 p. m.; Pearl 
and North streets between 5:33 and 
3:43 p. m.; 14 Charles street between 
7:14 and 7:25 p. m.; South Main 
street between 7:45 and 7:39 p. m ; 
West street cemetery between 8:11 
and 8:10 p. m.; and Lafayette street 
and KUlIngton avenue between 8:23 
and 8:20 p. m. t 

Other Ares extinguished yester¬ 
day were started from a cellkr Aoor 
stove at 48 Hazel street between 
12:17 and 12:30 a. m., and a gas hot 
water heater at 43 Washington street 
between 7:19 and 7.28 p. m. 


Blow Torch 
Causes Fire ■ 
In Parsonage 

V o 


The explosion of* a blow torch 
being used in the removal of paint 
in a room on the second story of 
the Congregational parsonage at 23 
(Court street was the cause of a Are 
in the building yestefday afternoon. 
Damage was placed at approximate¬ 
ly $300 by Fire Chief Alfred 11. Kol- 
lonakL 

The Are department was called to 
the parsonage, residence of the 
Rev. and Mrs. J. Craydon Brown 
and fchrtr family, at 2:57 o’clock. The 
painter who hud been using the 
torch dropped it and the tlamcs ex¬ 
tended through a wan into parti¬ 
tions leading to the attic. Two 
Jx>oater lines were employed in put¬ 
ting out the Are. The trucks re¬ 
turned to the station at 3 40 o’clock. 

Fire officials said (that the Brown 
family, living In another section of 
th8 house whirth Is in proceed of 
repair, wn* not affeclcd hy the 
blaze. 
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Police On 

y • f ■ 

Long Dutyl 


Shifts Forgotten, Hours ‘As 
Needed* Since Fltxxl Hit, 
Chief Reveals. 


Faced with an apparently never- 
ending aerlea of emergencies minor 
by comparison with the flood Itself 
and the panic of Thursday, but de¬ 
manding attention nonetheless, Hut- 
land's police force was still on "In¬ 
definite" duty last night after three 
full day*, of service. 

Chief J. Fred Carbine, praising 
in tha flghesl terms the faithfulness 
and coToperatlon of hia men during 
the emergency period, revealed that 
regular, ahifts have been "out the 
window" since Tuesday night. All 
the 20 members of the regular staff 
have averaged about 20 hours on the 
Job out of each 24: they have zttept 
a wink now and then when they | 
could and where they could; jnnd 
they have cheerfully stayed at as¬ 
signed tasks even though, for some. 

It meant .inability to help family, 
relatives or friends m the flooded 
area. 

One officer, Emmett J. Fleming, 
who lived with his wife and two 
children iU 55 Cleveland avenue, 
lost all his family possessions in 
the Inundation, yet has been almost 
continuously on duly, Carbine re¬ 
vealed. Many of the others have, 
been needed to help dut at their| 
homes in the fuel, water and clean¬ 
up shortages and tasks, yet stayed 
on until virtually exhausted to help 
others, maintain order and a 
semblance of traffic pattern. 

Resides Fleming. Officer Francis' 
Ryan, Martin Carmody and Sergt 
Raymond Mooney have homes in 
the flooded area, while Officer 
Samuel Gorruso and Alvar Wener, 
on duty Tuesday night on the east 
side of the creek, had no way of 
helping 6r communicating with 
their families, living on Watkins 
and Tlerpoint avenues. 

Much of the police work these 
past three days has been in the 
worst of the flooded section, almost 
constantly in dirt, inuck and dust. 
Cat-bine pointed out Fatigue and 
the constant dust and dirti have 
threatened several with sort throats, 
but with the advice of Or Ohorles 
D. Boale, city health officer, ser¬ 
ious trouble has been so far avoid¬ 
ed. . < 

Malefactors have been few dur¬ 
ing the crisis, the chief revealed, 
but the Jail cots have not been idle, 
many of the officers, returning 
briefly after * tour of duty, using 
tht city’s Jail cells as resting 
places. 

Besides the 20 men on the regu¬ 
lar force, Including himself. Copt. 
John Dlrrn and Sergeants Mooney 
and Daniel Brown— who served ns 
long hours is any despJte his rwont 
return after an operation—about 20 
fpecial policemen have been aerv- 
lng almost as'long hours; Carbine 
•agtd. In addition, another 20 "spe- 
rlals" have been giving what time 
fifty could, after their regular Jobs 
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Firemen Go 
On New Plan 
This Morning 


After 7 30 i, m. today, when the 
Are departments new twn-platoon 
system goes into effect, if the Are 
whistle blows. Rutland citizens may 
feel pretty sure that an important 
Are is being fought. 

The whistle may be a call for 
more apparatus and more men All 
off-duty Arcmcn as well as volun¬ 
teers are expected to proceed im¬ 
mediately to the area designated by 
the whistles. 

Fire department ofAcials predict 
that the inauguration today «>f the 
new system will considerably en¬ 
hance Its effective striking force 

More men will henceforth be 
available immediately per piece of 
Are-Aghling apparatus; and the «M 
system where the whistle was j 
blown regardless of the importance 
of the Are has now been abolished. ; 

unusual accident took place ; 
on Saturday when a gas explosion 1 
in the Chinese restaurant on Center ! 
street broke two front window 
panes of glass and burned a cook's 
left hand and arm. Fire and police ] 
departm«U ofAcials investigated 

Five raiss Ares were extinguish¬ 
ed by tie Are department yester¬ 
day: O* Temple street between 
7 10 and 7:23 a. m.; 49 Pterpoint ] 
avenue between 0:50 and 10 02 a 
m.; Ripley road between 1:50 and I 
2 05 p. m : back of Green’s hill be- | 
tween 4.53 and 5:10 p. m ; and on 
Gcno avenue between 0.55 and 7:10 | 
p m. 

i On Saturday grass Ares were cx-1 
I tinguished at H3 Baxter street be¬ 
tween 3 05 und 3 23 p. m ; River | 
istreet and Strong* avrnuc between 
1 3 10 and 3:22 p m; and 5 Seatmry 
Utrret between 3 39 and 3 4ft p m. 
An oil burner Are at 32 We»i strret 
was put out between 10 28 and 
10:54 a. m. 



Herald pholia 

AMOVE Kullo/id flrrm*n bat¬ 
tle tilair whlrh yesterday de¬ 
stroyed two Km! I'itUford ro| 
lages. fronting the former fast 
PUtsford pond, and for • time 
threatened other 

KfOlll Mrs L*«%renr.e f S r # t y 
and two of her ghrre children 
watch their h«' go up In 
flames ‘the children to f Imr 
Itara and l*atrtr|» flonna. the 
hahy, had been taken in s neigh¬ 
bor** home. 

iFire Claims 
Two Homes 


Cottages Near Former East 
Pittsford Pond Destroyed in 
Afternoon Rlaze. 


Two colleges owned by ex-G. 1. 
Philip Garofano, In what win form- 
trly the East PltUford pond resort 
area. were destroyed by fire yes- 
terady afternoon. Two Bonking 
buildings were saved by Rutland 
firemen. 

Garofano. who bought the houses 
along with a store and boating con¬ 
cession last full, was haying at a 
neighboring farm when the fire 
started, and his wife was in Rut¬ 
land with their two smAll daugh¬ 
ters. » 

The fir# was discovered by Mrs. 
Lawrdnce Doty, who with her hus¬ 
band and three children lived in 
one of the Garofano houses. Smell¬ 
ing smoke at about 1 30 p. m . she 
went outside to investigate, ahe 
said, and saw brownish smoke 
pouring out from under the eaves 
of the house the Garofano's lived 
in and used as a restaurant they 
called "Helen and Phil’a." 

A neighbor, Jack Hance. broke 
open a window and tried to ex¬ 
tinguish the flames with water 
from a garden lyoac while Mra. 

Doly called the Rutland fire de¬ 
partment. But the intense heat of 
the flames burst the water pipes 
inside the house, he said, end with 
the pressure gone water stopped 
flowing from the hose. 



Both Ilonce and Mrs Doty said 
that the flames appeared to be 
localized at first In the rear of the 
house where Die oil burner for the 
water heater was located 

Because the town of Chittenden. 
In which the property is located, 
does not have « fire protection 
agreement with Rutland, according 
to Chief Alfred II Koltonaki, fire¬ 
men here told Mr*. Doly that the 
mayor would have to give his per¬ 
mission before men and equipment 
could go to the area, 
r Pearl Holland, whose son owns 
■ house next to the Garofano place, 
called Mayor Wnynr N Temple, 
who gave the firemen permission 
to go to the fire 

When engine No 3 arrived, the 
Garofano house was a pile of burn¬ 
ing ashes and the Doty house was 
enveloped in flames. Firemen 
quickly extinguished flames which 
had Jumped to the store on one side 
and to the Holland house on the 
other side of the burning buildings. 


Garofano, who arrived at the fir 
in time to stand and watch whil 
the house he rented to the Doty 
caught fire, said that he and hi 
family would llvr temporarily i 
a bakery owned by his father-lit 
law. Mrs. Doty said that ahe an 
her family would also move in wit 
relatives. 


















































Fire Claims 
Two Homes 


Cottages Near Former East! 
Pittsford Pond Destroyed in 
Afternoon Blaze. 


| Two cottages owned by ex-G, I. 

| Philip Garofano, in what was form* 
erly the East Pittsford pond resort 
area, were destroyed by fire yes- 
ierady afternoon. Two flanking 
buildings were saved by Rutland 
firemen, 

Gurofano, who bought the houses 
along with a store and boating con¬ 
cession last fall was haying at a 
neighboring farm when the fire 
started, and his wife was in Rut¬ 
land with their two small daugh 
ters. 

The fire was discovered by Mrs, 
Lawrence Doty, who with her hus¬ 
band and three children lived in 
one of the Garofano houses Smelt¬ 
ing smoke at about i:3t) p, m,, she 
went outside to investigate, she 
I said, ajid saw brownish smoke 
pouring out from under the edves 
of the house the Garofano’s lived 
in and used as a restaurant they 
called "Helen and FhtTsT 

A neighbor. Jack Hance* broke 
open a window and tried to ex¬ 
tinguish the flames with water 
from a garden hose while Mr? 


Doty called the Rutland fire de¬ 
partment. But the intense heat of 
the flames burst the water pipes 
Inside the house, he said, and with 
the pressure gone water stopped 
flowing from the huse, 

Boiib Hancc and Mrs Doty said 
that the flames appeared to be 
localized at first in the rear of the 
house wijere the oil burner for the 
water heater was located 

Because the town of Chittenden, 
in whiph the property is located, 
does not have a fire protection 
agreement with Rutland, according 
to Chief Alfred H Koltffnski. fire¬ 
men here told Mrs. Doty that the 
mayor would have to give his per¬ 
mission before men and equipment 
could go 10 the area. 

Pearl Holland, whose son owns 
a house next to the Garofano place, 
called Mayor Wayne N Temple, 
who gave the firemen permission 
to go to the fire 

When engine No 3 arrived, the 
Garofaho house was a pile of burn¬ 
ing ashes and the Doty house was 
enveloped in flames. Firemen 
quickly extinguished flames which 
had jumped to the store on one side 
and to the Holland house on the 
other side of the burning buildings. 

Garofluio, who arrived at the fire 
In time Lo stand and watch while 
the house he rented to the Dotys 
caught fire, said that be and his 
family would live temporarily at 
a bakery owned by his father-in- 
law. Mrs, Doty said that she and 
her family would also move in with 
relatives. 


"My wife has taken otf the tails 
of my shirt to .put them on the fremt 
of my collars," declared Lord Wool- 
ton, chairman of the British Con¬ 
servative party, at a rally in Hay- 
ward; Heath. England- 
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ABOVE: Rutland firemen bat¬ 
tle blaze which yesterday de¬ 
stroyed two East Pittsford col¬ 
lages, fronting the former East 
Pittsford pond, and for a time 
threatened other cottages, 
RIGHT; Mrs, Lawrence Doty 
and two of her three children 
watch their home go up in 
flames. The children are Bar¬ 
bara and Patricia. Donna, the 
baby, had been taken lo a neigh¬ 
bor's home. 
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TRICE FIVE CENTS 


Rutland Father, Two Youn^ Son: 

7 <D 

Drown in Otter Creek Traged) 
As Family Seeks to Escape Heat 




* 
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- 1 Htnld Photo. 

Person* uho uililrd In irirrhlni for the bodies of Francis A. West and his two young sons, 
drowned yesterday In Otter creek, stand by as Rutland firemen work desperately with a pulraotor 
to restore life In the body of one of the boys. At right Is Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonakt. 


Firemen Drop 
Police, 13-4, 
In ‘Classic’! 




Chancei are that Rutland's law 
| enforcement officers are having 
smoke dream* together with aches 
and pains this morning after Chief 
<Leo Durocher) Koltunaki's gang 
from the Rutland Fire department 
huffed and pufTrd Ihelr way in a 
ridiculous. 13*4 shellacking over the 
cop* In Rutland'* annual baseball 
I "elastic” yesterday at St. Peter s 
| field. 

A rood-sited gathering registered 
amusement aa pitcher Perch Hur¬ 
ley. whose "wlerd" uniform made 
him reaemble the boy who came to 
town with the egg*, tamed the 
badit brigade, letting them down 
with six hits and getting 10 of thorn 
|out on strikes. 

Tho hook-and-lidder gang made 
uoe of three error* and a single In 
th# first Inning to grab a cheap 
I throe-run lead, bui lt w^a genuine 
plate oomph that set up a five-run 
spurt in the fifth which helped to 
make the fray as lop-sided as It 
was. Dick Barron and "Cookie” 
Gauthier belted (Rubles in that 
stanza and Bunk Seward biffed one 
to left field that would have been 
good for an lnside-the-park home 
run were it not for the fact that 
Bunk's legs buckled between sec¬ 
ond and third and he had to stop 
Ft the hot comer for a rest Jack 
Barrett, Myhre and Kent belted 
singles In that stanza to keep the 
[spurt going. 

Officer Charlie Spoon picked up 


7 

the first run for the cops In the 
fourth when he reached on an er- I 
ror. swiped second and acored on 
,Ray Mooney's single. Mooney tal* I 
lied for the cops in the sixth on a 
single, * passed ball, a alolen base 
and an error and the officers add¬ 
ed two more In the seventh on three 
hits, an error, a double steal and a 
wild pitch. 

Tom Sears, who starten on the 
mound for Carbine's gang busteis. 
gave way to Buck Barrett in the 
seventh when the firemen iced the 
decision with four more runs. 

The game was "protested by offi¬ 
cer Frank Ryan, the crooning cop. 
on a technicality, but Umpire Dip 
DePan. who realized a life-long am¬ 
bition by telling the cop* where to 
get offi couldn't be bothered with 
technicalities 




+ ) 

Victims Arc Frands A* 
West, 45,«Trf-Po«t Street, 
and Reginald Frauds, 7, 
and Larry Hinnoii, 5. 

Find Bodies 


Clarendon Residents Recov¬ 
er Victims; Efforts of 
Firemen to Revive Trio 
Fail. 


wera 


A father and hia two small sons 
drowned aarly last night 
whila wading in Otter creek dur¬ 
ing a family outing mada to aacapa 
tha heat of the city. 

Dead were Francis Ay West. 45, 
of 116 Post ■ tract, and hij two boy* 
Reginald Francis. 7, and Larry 
Harmon. 5. who fell into a holt in 
Otter Creek In Clarendon about ?:» 
last night while wading with Mrs 
West and the family's third child. 
Clara Jane, 12. at a place they had 
visited several times before without 
mishap 

Tha family had driven down tho 
Creak road after dinner to an Iso¬ 
lated spot, locally known aa. tho 
Sand bar. at tha insistence pf tho 
children who wanted to coot off. 
the mother said. None of the dee 
could swim, but they took off their 
shoes and went wading. 

They had only been In the water 
for a short time, aha said, when 
one of the boys slipped Into a hole 
and disappeared. The father,' Jump¬ 
ing to grab him. went in over hit 
head and was followed by tha other 
boy, aha said. 

When tha three (ailed to rlae to 
tha surface. Mrs. West drove to the 
home of James Eddy. 72, on the 
Creek road, to get help. The fire 
department was called and Eddy 
rushed back to the creek with Mrs. 
Watt Although unable to swim. 
Eddy was gbla to get Larry out of 
the water. ** ~ 

Planning to go fishing, Bernard 
Eddy. 41, of Wallingford; a distant 
relative of James, and a friend on 
furlough from the Army wheat 
name was not available, arrived at 
the scene Just aa Jamas Eddy wee 
hauling the boy out 

Stunned by the Impact of (ha 
accident tha mother was unabla to 
give any mora than the most gen¬ 
eral directions, they said, but Ber¬ 
nard Eddy spotted the father from 
the honk and brought him ashore, 
whera ha administered artificial 
respiration. ' 

The other boy. Reginald. was not 
located until 10 mlnutas latar. it was 
estimated, when he was carried 
ashore by Rutland Firemen John 
Barrett who arrived at the scene 
with the department service truck 
carrying a htfusejtstor and a boat 
Rescuers ' estimated the »h * 
which the three drowned | 
about eight feet deep. 


Efforts were made to revive one 
of the boys with the resu^cUator 
while others administered aniflclal 
respiration to the father and tha 
other boy. A few minutes later Dr. 
Thomas A. Keenan arrived follow¬ 
ed by Fire Chief Alfred H. Kolton- 
tki. who brought another resuaclta- 
tor. which was put Into krunedlata 
operation. 

Rescuers said they started work¬ 
ing on the three at about 7:40 p m. 
After dark work continued by 
light from electric torches- It was 
no*. until 143 that all hope was 
given up and the last of the three 
was pronounced deed by Dr. Kee¬ 
nan 

Mr w*e< who worked for tha 
Eaton Lumber company, moved to 
Rutland with hia family three 
rears ago from Short h.mm Ha waa 
born May 10. ItO2 in Bakersfield, 
the son of the Late Bernice (Cut¬ 
tles* and Frank West. 

i 


SEPTEMBER 20, 1947. 


Water Floods 
Three Floors 


Sprinkler Break in Tuttle Block 
Docs Considerable Damage 
to Four Concerns. 

Thirty-five gallons of water a 
minute poured out of a broken 
sprinkler on the third floor of the 
Tuttle building on Center street for 
over IS minutes last night, flood¬ 
ing offices of the W. E. Layfield 
Manufacturing company on th? third 
floor, offices of the Tuttle Printing 
company on the second floor and 
the Frultlind market and Center 
Gift shop on the street level. 

Mrs. Layfield, owner of a com* 
pany manufacturing ladies' under¬ 
wear on (he third floor, said the 
accident occurred shortly after 6 
p, m. when a lath, that one of the 
carpenters engaged in remodeling 
one of the rooms had been trying 
to pry loose from the ceiling, Sud¬ 
denly gave way, striking the spnnk 
lar head and releasing the water. 

.Water continued to pour.out of 
the sprinkler until the system was 
turned off abo^t 6:20 p. m. by Rut¬ 
land firemen. No one present in 
the building, according to Mrs. JLay- 
field, could locate the valve con¬ 
trolling the water supply. 

After turning off the water, fire¬ 
men, who arrived in Engines 1 and 
3 and the ladder truck, quickly 
spread canvas salvage covers over 
merchandise in the gift shop and 
fruit market. They spent the next 
hour pushing water out of the 
building with mops, brushes and 
squeegees. 

No one last night was able to 
estimate the damage done tp mer¬ 
chandise and equipment in the 
printing offices, gift shop and fruit 
market; but Ralph R. Bean, assist¬ 
ant fire chief, stated that damage 
in the gift shop was held to a 
minimum by the use of salvage 
covers. » 

Mrs. Layfield reported a toss of 
about $2000 worth of finished gar¬ 
ments, .adding that the merchan¬ 
dise was insured. 
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DECEMBER 9, 1946. 


2 Local Fires 

Scar Houses 

7 _ _ 

Crescent St. and Morse Place 
Blazes Came Some Loss; 
Three Other Calls. 




The Are department responded to 
five calls yesterday which results 
In considerable damage In two 
Instances. 

A kitchen blare at the home of 
Harris W Perkins of 72 Cresrent 
street which started in an accum¬ 
ulated pile of papers at 2 27 o'flork I 
In the morning completely •corch-j 
ed the kitchen and ruined a wash-1 
mg machine by melting the blade 
Smoke was of such Intensity 
throughout the house that Arernenl 
were required to lead Harry J 
Adams, a roomer at the place, from 
the second atory out of the build- j 
In*. 

Some damage was reported by 
lha department to the residence of 
Harry A. Levins at 58 Morse place 
by a partition fire caused by a 
hot flat Iron left on the porch. The 
call was received at 12 03 In the af¬ 
ternoon. 

A chimney fire at 47 Grant 
avenue was extinguished at t 07 In 
the morning and another at 95 
Granger street at 2 29 In tne after¬ 
noon. 

Smoke from a stoker In the Rut¬ 
land Railroad office building that 
went through an alrahaft Into ad¬ 
journing rooma of the Clement 
bank building precipitated another 
call at 3 o'clock. 


Damage Slim 
In Attic Fire 


Citizens Brave Rain to Watch 
Granger Street Blaze Extin¬ 
guished. 

An'utile lire at 122 Grange ilreel 
caused a flurry of excitement yea- 
terday afternoon us neighbors 
braved a winter ruin to watch mem 
bers of the fire department quickly 
douse the blaze. 

Despite an initial billowing of 
smoke which poured through the 
roof and windows of the house. Fire 
Chief Alfred H. Koltonskl reported 
that only minor damage resulted, 
consisting mostly of scorched walls. 

The chief predicted little dam¬ 
age would result from water used 
to extinguish the Arc. He did not 
itlmate the actual financial loss. 
Cause of the Are was not deter¬ 
mined but furniture had been re¬ 
moved from the attic earlier in the 
day and Koltonskl expressed belief 
that it may have started from care¬ 
less smoking. The house Is owned 
by Napoleon LaBelie of 274 West 
street and is the residence of Mrs. 
Anna Fortier. 

The department also responded 
to a call tf> a grass Are at Colum¬ 
bian avenue yesterday morning and 
a defective oil burner at 100 Bax¬ 
ter street precipitated another call 
last night No damage was reported 
as a result of these Ares. The calls 
were received at 11:29, 2:50, and 
7:14 o'clock. 


Wing Home 
Hit by Fire 


Craw Blaze, Getting Out of 
Control, Spreads to Porch 
of Kingsley Avr. House. 


A graa* Are at the home of (Mrs. 
Leonard F. Wing widow of MaJ. 
Grn. Wing, resulted In hundreds of 
dollars In property damage yaater- 
day afternoon, according to Rutland 
Fire department officials. The blaze 
was ohc of several extinguished 
during the day by the Arcmen. 

Hirer pieces of apparatus were 
sent out in response to a telephone 
alarm at 1:32 p. m. yesterday. The 
Wing rcaidencc is located at 7 
Kingsley avenue. Firemen said that 
Leonard F. Wing. Jr* waa burning 
grass when the blase went out of 
control and Ignited a vine on the 
front porch of the house. 

The heat which followed was so 
terrific that the entire porch was 
scorched, and a bay window in the 
living room in the front of the 
house was broken. This permitted 
smoke to enter the house, resulting 
in damage to the Interior. The grass 
Are also caused shingles on the aide 
of the house to burn. Booster lines 
were used from all three pieces of 
Are Aghtlng apparatus, Aremen said. 
The trucks returned to the station 
at 2:30 p. m. 

. Quick action in calling out the 
Are department prevented a serious 
forest Are on Pine hill yesterday 
afternoon when a boy living In the 
neighborhood turned In an alarm. 
The area Li “ripe” for a forest Are, 
officials declared, because of the 
presencf of dead undergrowth and 
dry brush. To extinguish the blaze. 
Aremen were obliged to walk a 
considerable .distance from Ever¬ 
green avenue. Pack pumps were 
used in putting out the Are. The 
alarm was turned in at 2:43 and the 
trucks returned at 3:13 p. m. 

Five other grass Ares were ex¬ 
tinguished by the aervlce csr: On 
Howard • venue between 3:29 and 
3:44 
tween 

ton avenue between 8:47 end 8:66 
P- Hi: Avenue A between 10:08 and 
10:10: and last and East Washing¬ 
ton streets between .10:28 and 10:34 




iftrd ivmx b*twe«n 3:3S and 
p. m.; 79 Lafayette alreet ba-, 
m 8:12 and 4 JO p. m.; 84 Kllllni- 




P- «*»• A lira etartad by burn- 
in* *reaa# at M River atreet waa 
extlnfulahed between S:M and 6:3] 
P- m. by Enflnei 1 and 8. 

t a 

FEBRUARY 10, 1948. 


2 Helped To 
Recover From 
Heater Fumes 


Firemen George F. Regan and 
Dean D. Baird administered oxegen 
to Baird's wife and mother yester¬ 
day morning to help the two women 
recover from a mild case of carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 

A side-arm gas heater without a 
vent pipe had consumed most of 
the oxygen in the kitchen of their 
home at 40 Grant avenue where 
Mrs. Dean D. Baird and her mother- 
in-law, Mrs. Jennie Baird, were 
doing the family washing. 

When they began to feel dizzy 
shortly after 11 a. m., they took the 
two baby boys, ages nine months 
and two years, Into e room with 
fresh air. 

Firemen Baird, when notified erf j 
tiie Incident, drove to his home 
with Regan The women, who were, 
suffering from headaches, werej 
given oxygen ami carbon dioxide j 
from an inhaiator. Baird reported i 
that the two young children were] 
apparently unaffected by the fumti.1 
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Cigarette Gets 
Blame for One 
Of Five Fires 


A Are thought to have been (^us¬ 
ed by a carelessly-thrown cigar¬ 
ette butt wiis one of Ave extinguish¬ 
ed by the Rutland Arc department 
over the week-end. 

Yesterday’s calls were to grass 
Ares on Woodstock avenue at the 
Rutland town line between 1 and 

1 1:33 p. m.. and on Curtis avenue be¬ 
tween 2:40 and 3:20 p m.; and to a 
chimney Are at 200 Horton afreet 
between 2:33 and 3 01 p m. V 
On Saturday paint and wood¬ 
work were scorched and clothes 
were set on Arc In ,a clothes hartv 
per on a second floor bedroom at 60 
Chestnut avenue. The call was an¬ 
swered between 10:38 and 13 a. m. 
by Engines 1 and 3. 

The Are, which caused consider¬ 
able,damage. according to Are de¬ 
partment officials, was thought to 
have been caused by a cigarette 
butt thrown Into a wostepaper bas¬ 
ket. 

Also extinguished on Saturday 
was an 
glne 

chants __ ___ 

Sween 12:50 and 1:01 P* m., the Are 
caused by a flooded carburetor, ac¬ 
cording to Are department officials. 


Iso extinguished on Saturday 
an automobile jflre In the en- 
of a car at the comer of Mer¬ 
its Row and Center street be- 


MARCH 4, 1947. 


Blaze Damages! 
HomeOwnedby 
Dr. Farnsworth 


High winds late yesterday after¬ 
noon fanned flames which destroy¬ 
ed the interior of a small home on 
upper Lincoln avenue, the residence 
of Dr. A. W. Farnsworth, who is In 
Florida. The Rutland Fire depart¬ 
ment. with three trucks, battled the 
blaze during the storm. The alarm 
was turned in at 4:58 p. in. and the 
trucks returned to the station at 5:54. 

Firemen stated the blaze originat¬ 
ed from an oil heater. The inside 
of the house was raked by the Are 
and all of the contents. Including 
unttqucs, were completely destroy¬ 
ed. During Dr. Farnsworth’s ab¬ 
sence the house was said to have 
been occupied by Clarence Bagley. 


i l 

in Cleaning Plant 
One of Five on Week-End 


Fire 


A Are at the Rutland Cleaners 
and Dyers plant at 77 Woodstock 
avenue yesterday morning, which 
burned a hole through the roof, waa 
one of Ave minor Arej put but by 
the Are department over the week 
end. 

Department officials, who were 
unable to determine the cause of 
the Are at the cleaning plan, report¬ 
ed the damage as slight. 

Two of the Ares were started by 
j blow torches being used to thaw 
frozen water pipes. At 129 Library 
I avenue, a bathroom partition was 
ignited shortly before 8 a. m. Satur¬ 
day and at about 11:30 a. m yes¬ 
terday a Are that burned o^i to the 
attic was started In a paftltlon at 
57 Howe ftreet. 

Firemen extinguished a chimney 
Are at 134 Woodstock • avenue 
shortly after 12:15 p fA. Saturday 
and answered a needless alarm at 
4:14 p. m. from 55 Elm street, made 
when amoke from amouldering em¬ 
bers at the clean out base of a Are- 
place came into the house. 



























































MONDAY MORNING, MAY 5, 1947. 


' I 


Gas Station 


Explosion at 5:30 A. M. Starts 
Fire in Novak Block; Second 
Alarm Sounded. 

An explosion of undetermined orU 
Ism In the Clark Mason Ailing eu- 
thm In the south end of (he Novak 
bltKk at South Mein and Terrill 
jtrecu about 5:30 a. m. yesterday 
resulted in a shock which terrified 
sleeping occupants of upper apart¬ 
ments Jn tha building, blew out 
three window*, and cauaed a Are 
I which called out four pieces of the 
I city** Are Aghtintf equipment 

Because of large amount* of ini 
flammable materials present and the 
consequent danger to life and prop¬ 
erty, the whistle alarm was sounded 
Avo minutes after the arrival of 
A remen. calling out two other piece* 
of equipment 'and call A remen. H 
was £hc Arat time the alarm had 
been sounded for a Arc aJnce a new 
plan of blowing the alarm only for 
serious Arcs, necessitating a second 
alarm,' was put Into effect by Chief 
Alfred H. Koltonaki on March 14. 
when the two-platoon ayatein went 
Into effect. 

Deputy Fire Chief Ralph R. Bean 
announced that actual damage from 
• the blare was light. He stated that 
although the cause of the Are Is 
undetermined, tt U believed that 
a spark from an automatic air com¬ 
pressor in the Ailling atatlon ignited 
c<mccntnited gaseous vapors In the 
grease pit, jfeaultirvg l n the explo¬ 
sion' which startled tenants of the 
block, who telephoned the Are ala- 
tlon.* 

The blast blew out three large 
windows in tije front of the Ailing 
station, shook the building so that 
persons living in the structure 
thought they were experiencing an 
earthquake and Jolted atock off the 
shelves of the Eno pharmacy which 
adjoins the gas station. 

The Are spread to containers of 
grease, oil and a 50-gallon drum of 
alcohol which was one-third full, 
but a car which stood over the 
grease pit was not seriously damag¬ 
ed. A remen Mid. 

On snivel at the building firemen 
encountered difficulty in entering 
the Ailling station because the blast 
had warped the track on which the 
overhead garage doors operated. 00 
that they could not st Arst be open- 
i*d. . Entrance was made through 
tha rear of the building and a aide 
office door. 

The inside, of the Ailling station 
was scorched by the Are. Three 
booster line* and a large line of 
two and a half inch hose wefre used 
in Instiling the stubborn blaze. 

Among the families residing in 
the upper apartments of the Novak 
block who were aroused by the ex¬ 
plosion were the Harold Ben way. 
Charles King, the While and, Tar- 
bell families. Are authoritifa said. 

The Ara was oiA at 6:05 a. m. 

The Novak bull A(ng was previous¬ 
ly threatened by a serious Are 'bn 
July 2, 1*44. - 

The Are department was cahed 
out at 1:10 p. in. yesterday to ex- 
11ngulsh a rubbish Are in the mu' 
of the Hotel Brock on South Main 
street. 4 , ^ 1 





TUESDAY MORNTNG, JUNE 4, 194*. 

FiremcnSquelch 
Basement Blaze 
In Stearns Home 


Damage amounting to aevaral 
hundred dollars was done to the 
home of Mr. and Mr*. Frederick 
C. Stearns, 57 Jt Prospect street, by 
a Are which broke out shortly after 
0:90 o'clock last night 

Discovered by Mrs. Stearns, who 
was sitting on the porch and 
smelled smoke, the Are llself was 
conAned to the basement where it 
originated. % Smoke damage was 
heavy throughout the house, how- 
ever. 

Summoned by telephone by a 
neighbor, Aremen Arst on the scene 
»et up a call from box 37 which 
summoned all apparatus and the 
city's call and auxiliary Aremen. 
In addition to booster lines, several 
Unas of hose were laid. The Are 
was brought under control within 
a few minutaa but it was nearly an 
hour before the last Aremen left 

A crowd of^veral hundred per¬ 
sons, including a large proportion of 
youngsters, was attracted to the 
scene. Among the later arrivals 
wer# Stearns and hi* son. Freder¬ 
ick, Jr., who lives next door. Both 
are employed ln Tha Ha raids com¬ 
posing room xnd had Just begun 
their night's work when notiAed by 
telephone thet the Are was under 
way. 

Except for clearing the house of 
smoke and making sure that no 
sparks were left, the Are was vir¬ 
tually out by the time they/arrived 
and by g o'clock father and son, 
satlsAed that nothing more could be 
dona before 'morning, returned to 
work. 



MAY 22, 1947 

Post Road 


DECEMBER 15, 1947 

$2500 Fire 
SweepsHome 

Blaze in State Street Home Is 
Believed to Have Started in 
Cellar. 





Damage estimated by fire depart¬ 
ment officials at 92500 was done to 
the residence occupied by Mrs. Sa¬ 
line Raymond nt 218 State street 
last night. 

Rutland Fire department Engine* 
1, 2, 3 and the ladder truck were 
out for almost an hour and a half, 
from 8:50 p. in. to 8:20 p. m.. in 
fighting the fire which started in a 
cellar corner near a workbench, and 
went through partition* up to the 
attic. Ihc fire was confined to ttie 
partitions, attic, and back end of the 
house, officials raid. 

Most of the time was tak«*n up by 
need for overhauling a.id loosing 
out smouldering attic clothing, fur¬ 
niture, etc. Firemen had to use 
ladders, ventilate, put out the fire 
and mop up as well, they said. 
.Smoke was present practically all 
through the house. Four 1 V^-inch 
lines off the hydrant were required. 

Furniture was covered with aal- 
vage cover*, and water was sent 
ttuough the attic a.id back rooms 
of the house. Fire department offi¬ 
cial* had not determined the cause 
of the fire by a late hour list night. 
•Between 5:32 p. m. and 5 50 p. in. 
Engines 1 and 3 extinguished an 
automobile fire In a sedan in front 
of Lord's garage on South Main 
street. The fire lit up the anti¬ 
freeze end gasoline, and was ex¬ 
tinguished by boosters and carbon 
dioxide. The car belong* to How¬ 
ard E. Underwood of Wallingford, 
according to the Registry of Motor 
Vehicles directory. 


House Burns 

■ * _ 

t 

Dwelling and. Lumber Co. Of¬ 
fice, Both Vacant, Destroyed 
in Blaze. 


A combination dwelling and office 
• *f I he Post Road Lumber company 
in the town of Rutland wji de¬ 
stroyed by Are last might. 

The building was vacated a few 
week* ago by Mr. and Mr*. Ralph 
Drew and family of Pawlet and 
| the office supplies were moved out 
at about the same time. 

The property >la owned by Ceno 
N. Ffamoni and Bernard C. Me* 
rier a* part ol the lumber com¬ 
pany. FranzuTu said last night that 
he calirAuted Lhc damage at approxi¬ 
mately $:ioho * . 

The Rutland Are department an¬ 
swered a call to the Post Road 
blaze at 8:57 and was able to pul 
a booster llpe <jn* the Are. No 
other water wo* available. 

An estimated 20.000 feet of lum¬ 
ber and a large .sawmill not far 
from the building that burned es¬ 
caped damage. Tire department of¬ 
ficials said that they did not know 
how the blaze ivfas started. I 


Hospital News 


A son was bom at the Rutland 
•hospital yesterday to Mr. and Mrs. 
Raymond Mooney of 77 Forest 
street, and a daughter to Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry R. Sherowskl of Center 
Rutland* 

Discharged were Mrs. Arthur 
Smith of 25V* Center street. Mrs 
Carl W. Emerson of 31 Baxter 
street. Mrs. John A. Barney of 50 
Prospect street, Michael Grady of 
322 West street, Mrs. Thomas Mul- 
laney of 78 Center street, and Clare 
M. Cole of 74 Baxter street. 

A Lao, Mrs. Robert Reed of Paw- 
let. Mrs. Carl Erickson of Poultney. 
Mrs. Arthur Wetherby of Walling¬ 
ford. Mrs. Malcolm Sargent of 
Poultney. and Patricia Wenzel of 
Poultney./ 

A son was born at the hospital 
yesterday to Mr. and Mrs. Earl L. 
Jasmin, Jr., of 29 North Main street. 


The Are, visible from Rutland, at¬ 
tracted several ^hundred spectators. 
■* — 
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Repair of the Wheeler William* 
inn on North Main alreel. milled 
by Are that did an estimated $14,- 
000 damage early yesterday morn¬ 
ing. will be started a* anon a< P'»*- 
lible, according to Karle William*, 
one of the Incorporator*. 

William* said yesterday hi* Ins* 
was covered by Insurance and lha! 
he would start rebuilding Immedi¬ 
ately. 

The Are. discovered by one of 
the three guest* staying at the Inn 
Monday night, originated In the 
kitchen, swept up through the par¬ 
tition* to the attic where it mush¬ 
roomed out in all directions throw¬ 
ing heavy smoke out most of the 
top floor window*. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. K^ltonskl 
said the blare started when a 
heavy aluminum pan of soup stock, 
left over a lighted burner, boiled 
dry. The burner Aame wore through 
the pan and set Are to the remain¬ 
ing grease In the container. 

Tlrat notlAcatlon of the Are was 
received by the department at 3:35 
m. by telephone. An alarm on 
box 26 was* rung In Immediately, 
Chief Koltonski said. 

Three guest* and a night atten 
dant made their way to safety car¬ 
rying a few personal belongings 
Dressed In night clothing, the four 
were taken In by neighbors until 
they could make permanent ar¬ 
rangement*. , 

Mrs. Samuel Chandler of Man-! 
basset. L. U one of three guest*, 
discovered the blaze. She said she 
had been unable to sleep and wai 
awake when she smelled smoke 
When she opened the door from 
her from room to the hall, she said, 
•moke was billowing through the 
building and the sound of names 
crackling in the rear of the struc¬ 
ture was audible. 

She aroused her husband who. 
with Mis* Emma Rising of Dauby 
and Hobart N Smith of 67 Lincoln 
avenue, an employe, Aed the build¬ 
ing carrying only a few Items of 
value. 

Flumes were already Ailing the 
attic when firemen arrived on the 
scene. Working from both the front 
and rear of the building, the Are- 
men managed to coriAne the blaze 
to the kitchen, attic and other sec- 
tions in the back of the inn. Anal¬ 
ly subduing the blaze sufficient¬ 
ly to enter the charred area and 
cut the blaze out of the partition* 
No Are damage was done to the 
front of the building, hut smoke 
and water was in nearly every 
section. 

Chief Koltonski said the Aames 
had eaten Into several of the par¬ 
titions and worked upward, mak¬ 
ing it difficult to halt the blaze. 
The department laid four 14- 


Herald Photos. 

ABOVE: Rutland Aremen In * 
action as they quickly subdued 
the before-dawn Are whlrh yes¬ 
terday threatened to envelope 
the Wheeler-Williams building 
on North Main street. 

RIGHT: A coat thrown over 
her night clothing, one of the 
gnesti at W'heeler-Wllllama 
leaves the front entrance, guid¬ 
ed by a police officer. Three 
lines of hose esn be seen on 
the steps. 


Fire Guts 
Local Inn 

(Continued from Page One) 




Inch hosts and two booster lines 
during their speedy attempt to 
conAnc \he Are to the originating 
area. 

The inn* owned by the Smilh 
Williams, jnc, opened only last 
January 13. It specialized in meals 
and also supplied living quarter* 
on a small scale. 

During the repair of the build¬ 
ing. according to an announcement 
last night, the corporation will re¬ 
open Earle A Dick s on Mendon 
mountain, with the staff from 
Wheeler Williams. The Mendon 
mountain restaurant will be open¬ 
ed today, serving until midnight. 

Chief Koltonski estimated that 
damage to the building was ap¬ 
proximately $8000. the remainder 
being damage to equipment. He 
said he had no way of estimating 
how much damage was done to an 
tlques in the building. 

Williams aaid yesterday that he 
had not made any estimate as yet 

A $3000 dtamondstuddrd watch 
belonging to Miss Rising, which 
wis lost in the confusion, was 
i found by ihe Aremen after the 



blaze, according to Chief Koltonski 
The watch, apparently dropped by 
Miss Rising when she was leaving 
the. building, was found in the 
leaves outside the front door white 
members of the department wen- 
picking up base 
































































Wednesday MORNING, JUNE 19, 1946. 


City s Brand New Fire Truck, 
To Replace 1919 Pumper, Here 


JANUARY 17, 1948 


The new fir# truck ordered by 
the city of Rutland lilt September 
l w*a delivered here yeiterday. The 
truck waj purchased to replace the 
27*year*old pumper at Station 2 on 


Authority to purchase a nrw 
truck wm made at the aldermanlc 
meeting September 16, 1945, follow¬ 
ing the rendering of a report 




fighting equipment in" the depart 
menl. 

The new truck !j scheduled to 
undergo a three-hour underwriters* 
teat before acceptance by the city, 
Fire Chief Koltonakl mid that the 
underwriters would be notified to¬ 
day that the vehicle had been de¬ 
livered. 

The truck La now at station l on 
Merchant* Row and w m remain 
there, KojlomkJ m\ d, until it has 
been accepted, and until construc¬ 
tion Changes can be made at sta¬ 
tion 2. The doorway of the build- 
Inf will have to be widened, he 
atated, as the new truck la too wide 
to enter the passageway. 

The truck wss pur chi ted trewn 
the Buffalo Fire Appliance corpora¬ 
tion, Buffalo, N, Y„ at a coat of 
$8206 7SS The vehicle has a three* 
man cab, 1S2 horsepower motor, 
and among iU apecificmtioru will 
deliver 750 gallons of water per 
minute at 150 pound* of preisure. 

It b a bn equipped with modern 
fire fighting apparatus Including a 
deluge gun eapabfF of delivering 
800 gallons of water per minute al 
100 pounds of nozzle pressure. 


mrnt by Aldermen John A M 
Iflnimun and Robert If Rranchaud 
It was thrn decided lhat ihe new 
vehicle would replace the pumper 
purchased In l©19 and still in use 
31 ^ tali mi 2 In their report at that | 
lime Ihe aldermen stated that “c*>n- 
tmued use of the old truck will Jm- 
pnlr the efficiency of the fire de¬ 
partment and dr»es not afford the! 
public adequate fire protection 
The last truck purrhased for the 
deportment previous Us the one de¬ 
livered yesterday waj bought In 
1940 at a coat of $0200 The two) 
are comparable in practically all 
renpecb except that the new truck 
hat a three-toan cab as compared 
to six-man cab of the older truck, 
and la consequently 30 Inches short-' 
er In body length, 

Kolfonekl aaid lhat the pumper 
purchased in 1919 will be rebuilt 
and taken to the Rutland Airport 
for use u a crash truck. 

Modernization of the truck. Kol- 
tonskj sard, will include making 1 
over the hose body into a water I 
tank and equipping the truck with 
two line# of one and a half-inch 
hose with fog notxleL 


Interruption 

. Brtiieen mouthful* of venl* 
son the members of the local 
fire department lait night **- 
HngulaJicd a chimney fire at Al 
South Main street and then re¬ 
turned to their recreal m room* 
where they were host* at the 
third annual Firemen and Po¬ 
licemen Baseball banquet. 

The unscheduled Interruption 
In the banquet plan* occurred 
at 7:25 p. m.—Just aa the fire* 
met\ started to eat—but AasJsU 
ant Fire Chief Ralph R Bean 
brought hi* men back in 25 min¬ 
ute* with the report that no 
damage waa caused by the 
blare. 

There was plenty of damage 
done, though, to the hunk of 
veniaon that the two depart¬ 
ment* had secured for Ifceir an¬ 
nual feed In memory of their 
baseball classic, won this year 
by ihe firemen. 

City hall employes—Including 
a goodly number of the fair sex 
—were present as guests and 
musical entertainment was sup¬ 
plied by a local batxt 

Member* of tohe police forth¬ 
right In character"—i M-ved a* 
kitchen police during Uie ban¬ 
quet while Fir# Chief Alfred B< 
Koltonskl alarmed no one with 



■ Pi .. 

toother helping**. 


gueiU ‘lake 


Fire Truck 
In Collision 


j Department's 3d Accident in 
33 Years Damage] Engine 3 
and Pickup. / 

The third accident in the 33 years 
since the department wm motorised 
resulted In extensive damage to 
Engine 3 of the Rutland Fire de¬ 
partment yesterday morning, 

I^>cil police reported lhat ext<*i~ 
Jive damage wi* done to the pick 
up truck with which the fire lruq* 
collided at 10:40 a. m. at the Junr- 
thm of North Main and * Terrill 
atrceti, Paul M. Bruce of 120 Maplr 
street, driver of the pickup, re 
enved vuta cm the head and Inf* 
fur which he was treated by l>r 
Sherman A. Cooley of Washington 
strict, the report a la ted. 

Engine 3, driven by Patrick J 
, Hurley, 34, of 140 South street, w#a 
responding to an alarm from 4-t 
[Nurth Main itreeL It was proceed- 
mg north on Souih Maui street 
when It collided with the Wl trunk 
owned by John L, Coutey of 
WiMt street, which was going east 
from West street toward Terrill. 

A, gJgnpoat at the northeast cunttr 
of the intersection wa* snapped off 
by the truck in the collision. and a 

ln fr °“* «* Llndholni’. 
il diner reprwenlln* « al.tr. boy 
j holding a rlni tor a hofa* wu ben t 
backward. Two barrel* of under***! 
In the truck were aent .pilling, »ome 
on the front of the Are engine. 

According to Chief Alft*d H, 
Koltoruki, properly- damage to the 
fire engine was the most extensor 
Of the three accident* m which, tfcc 
department has been Involved since 

2Lk« - / cir ?•«* 1 wornai1 

BighUy injured In an accident <fti 
Merchant*' Row, . nd in May qf 
1933 two people were slightly hint 

litreeV^J,.** W, ’“ ^ W ** 

Stephen Austin of TtrryvUi#. 
Conn., serviceman for the Hu IT* to 
Fire Appliance company, 1* e<- 
pected to arrive today to RupeeL 
the lire engine and recommend n 
pairs, Engine 3 wm put into aerv* 
ice in May, 193fl The engine will 
be back in service si soon i* part* 
can be procured. Chief Koltonskl 
said It waa taken lo Station 2 
pending repair* 

Hiding with Hurley was Aaslslartt 
Chief Frank H. Seward, while Fir#- 
man Hubert H. Gauthier wm on 
Ihe right aide of the fire engine, and 
Firemen Bernard I Brother*, Rich¬ 
ard Lovett, and Capt. Percy I 
Wood were standing with their 
backs frontward to break wind <ki 
the left aide from which the pickup 
truck was coming 
Engine 2, also reponding to tte 
Are call, had already puled the 
Intersection, According to local 
police* damage to the pickup truck 
was done to it* right fender, rufl- 
hlnfl board, door, window, wheel 
UUhght, body* rear window, left 
front fender, running bo«rd. rear 
fender, windshield, frame and other 
parts. Damage was done to the U-iiM 
fender, headlight, running board 
door platform bell, frame and In¬ 
visible parts of the Are engine they 
said. 

The fire to which the apparatus 
was responding was in latticework 
In front of garbage pails, official* 
said* 

Later fn the day. Engine 2 w*!U 
to a lehimney fire at 1H) Park atrelt 
between 2:12 and 2:30 p. m. 
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FANUARY 19, 1948. 

I^ire Caution 
Is Urged 


^*^9 clwU °n has been urged 
on Rut Under* by OUef Alfred 
H, Koltonskl in view of the 
fact that the fire department# 
largest piece of apparatus u 
temporarily out of service. 
Engine 3, Involved in an acci¬ 
dent Friday morning, la now in 
button 2 pending repair*. 
Stephen Austin of Terryvtlle 
Conn,, set viceman if the Buf¬ 
falo Fire Appliance company, 
waa In Rutland over the week¬ 
end to inspect damage and rec¬ 
ommend repair*. 

Broken part* were taken out 
the fife engine JLripped down 
a d replacement parts ordered 
li U expected that the fire en¬ 
gine will be out of service about 
three weeks until the required 
part* can be procured Dam- 
age ha* been estimated at $3000 

, h * hc fram * sprung and 
motor cracked the most serious 
damage. j - 
The fire department U now 
operating with only two major 
piece* of apparatus. Station 

Station 2 to Station L Pump- 
JSS /Jp-cHy L U fatiafactory. 
Chief Kollonakl said, and with 

P^f fr ° m YS* 1 Rulla nd and I 
Proctor available In case of 
aerloua emergency. Engine 3 
had carried everything on it, 
including pump, booster, and 
215 feet of ladder. 


MAY 19, 1943 

Early Night 
Fire Stopped 

Blaze Near Strand Theater on 
i Wales Street Confined to 
Aparimem. 




A flr. which threatened a i K . n 
story wooden structure or Wale 
*ireet. adjo.mng the Strand (he* 
ter, Ust night was confined to j 
floor 'apartment. 

The blase, caused by defective 
vaJl plug connected with an elcc 

Lir C ,K n ^w a10r - m Ihi 

kitchen in the rear s thrrr-ruorr 

apartment at %h Wale* street oc 
, cupted hy Richard Lloyd. 

Firemen rrspondtnj with f*.ui 
(rucks lo Bott al u «,o p m at . 

Kne.^lh 1 ^ J*'*’ W " h ,tto bor.Mer 
'"51 ,hfc, u*h * narrow hallway 

^ li ,H P lo ,h * ‘ £ " ch " •"d 

lhrough Ihe iwo rooms to ihe front 
of the kitchen. 

ki^,tn y ?T‘V- . which "Med 'he 

„f .k u.V nral of> * cl,r rd the source 
o Ihe blare, located it. a corner 
y or the room, , 

in T h h .':r flre w Wa " '■* li »lfuished with- 

i waif lelfnh«“ U !i *" rr lh,r Br “ a!arm 
Edwrfd p k d ,n ' l * 4n p ">• h y 
n-.-t!?* K f, op - P ro Prieior of the 

I Dam^ i| Vl r. ,0 J ry Frult •"•ekel. 
Damage, limited almost entirely 

wa * p,,t mated at 

'"ent* 1 m.T W t bulll,,n * ««<< con* 
: n f L * C"”"Oily.’owner 

of the building, said his lots was 
covered by insurance. 

_™ y * was not in the apart¬ 

ment al the lim< of ih c rt re ta M 
he had left juat J3 minute* before 

ZfJEFi*** ,he k,tchcn 

wa» spotted .by George Keaaon 
who*e father turned in the alarm 

u.f U .t n |h? ,l 0n ! lnued • bout ** us. 

rant « h M h '« er ,nd in * re,lau - 
“ n th ' floor, although 

Jlde ^ Cr< »* d ' d 'he street out- 
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City Asking 
Bids on New 
Fire Engine 

Th« city li advertising for a naw 
500*gMloas-p«r-minuU triple com¬ 
bination flr«* angina for tha Rut¬ 
land Fira department, which will 
serve to replace Engl? t$ 2 and 4, 
according to department official!. 

The specification! call for an an¬ 
gina of not less than 100 horsapow- 
•r on a one-and-a-half ton chaials 
with cab, he* Ur and dafrostar, 
with a pump to deliver 300 gallon! 
par minute at 120 pounds pump 
pressure, 250 gpm at 200 pound! 
and 107 gpm at 230 pounda. 

Among other requirement*, tha 
truck mail carry a 230 gallon booit- 
ar tank with complete baffling 
within and have room for 1000 feat 
of two-snd-a-half Inch double Jack¬ 
et Are hole or 600 feet of two-and- 
a*half Inch hose and 600 feet of 
une-and-a-half Inch hoie. 

“Bidder will allow/* tha spoclfi- 
oatlona atate, “for two America 
La France trucks. One In running 
condition and one In poor condi¬ 
tion/* 

Engine 2, which was built 
around 1916. has bean in bad shape, 
official! stated, since ila pump 
broke down during 11 « flood. The 
pump cannot be repaired and the 
truck la so old that tha purchase 
of a naw pump would be uneco¬ 
nomical. 

Engine 4. which waa built In 
1924, is equipped with a 700-gallon 
booster tank and has bean held in 
reserve durjng recent years. 

Tha new'engine, it was atatad. 
will be used as a standard place 
| of flreflghtlng apparatus and will 
also be equipped to handle grass 
and forejt Arcs. 


t*h e / *f9 




Alert Motorist 
Saves Burning 
Fuel Oil Truck 



yester- 
231 
ser- 

r — -- —- ———— -• •••• fuel 

oil truck caught fire. 

The unknown driver, observing 
the rear end otf the truck blazing, 
pulled ahead of Eddy and stopped 
him at the corner of Strattpn road 
and Killington avenue. 

Firemen, called at 2:55 p. m., said 
the fira evidently started in a small 
electric motor. Damage was con¬ 
fined to the hose. 

The burning oil truck represent¬ 
ed the second trip made by the 
Are department to Stratton road in 
lest than two hour* yesterday after¬ 
noon. U t 

A Art caused by defective stove 
pipe opening had brought the de* 
partment to the Crystal Ice com¬ 
pany building on Stratton road at 
1:18 p. m. Use of a booster line con¬ 
fined damage to the partition in 
which the fire started. 


Small Damage 
Done by Five 
Week-End Fires 

r 

—- 

Rutland Tire department appara¬ 
tus responded to five call* over the 
week-end. four of them on Satur- 
day. three involving chimney*, and 
none resulting In heavy damage. 

*?*}*]* 1 Wlks out between 9:37 
and 10:32 a. m. Saturday to the Writ 
Proctor road to a fire in a creamery 
there, involving a defective chim¬ 
ney, and resulting In moderate dam- 

* £ i!w aP* , blazc wt * extinguished 
with the aid of a booster tank. 

Engines 1 and 3 went out to 56 
Rover street between 3:27 and 3:30 
p. m Saturday to a fire in rubbish 
In a.shed attached to the house. 
Some damage resulted to the shed 
and from amoke. 

Engines 1 and 3 were out to p6 
Plain street between 5:57 and 6:15 

,0 -.5 peUman tarrace ^tween 
. tnd m " ^ incidents in 
volving chimney fires. 

Firemen responded to a call from, 
the Rutland Paint and Glass corn^ 

yeeteiday when burning wiring in 
motor connected! to a 

**• r«port*d the damage \lmlt- 
l*d to the motor. .! 







Fire Starred By 
Eight-Yenr-Oid 
Destroys Garage 

A Are deliberately ,c» by 
»n cighl-ycar-old boy yester¬ 
day destroyed a garage and 
several hundred dollars uorllt 
of personal property belong- 
iiijj to Mrs. Addle Wtillc of 26 

Killington avenue 
Flames sweeping rapidly 
••'tough I he dry wooden build- 

r/len^/A" 0 ** ,hc ««*«• who 
tch phoned In an alarm at 3:35 p. 

Mrs. Whjlc said the garage 
S * Vrral ^'-''an rugs, 

troll b % W,n,c I coa,J1 - a vie- 

0l ' ". d * numto « of records 

arliri*. cJ numcr °U* other 
articles. She estimated the 

ovir%500. Ihe Con,ents * 1 well 
Firemen said the garage and 
content, appeared lobe aloTai 
loj, from the combined lire 
coke and water damage 

.k r :„ C , h K ,P, l Alfr ' d " 

me • dm,l 'cd Mart. 

O'k the ft re when qurMnmrd bv 

*" d police officers 
Vhlle the Killington avenue 
£ hremen 

2?«l whf,‘° E *” Simoon 
street where a ear being r e- 

paired was reported afire, 
ore wa, found 


No 


Children Plus 
Matches Equal 
Busy Firemen 


Children playing wilh fire 
kept the Rutland fire depart¬ 
ment un the Jump yosUiday 
- noon. 

*lhe engines went nut .*>t 12 ir* 

tw thl * hom <* «»f Thomas 
> Mangnn at 72 Fa*! 
wluic n child had laid hot 
flat-iron on a linoleum il,»nr 
iirrmen said the resulting 
£rc was caught JU *t m time 
The fire had burned through 
the linoleum and the top part 
of the flooring. 

The trucks returned to the 
stij ion at 12:35 p. m. but were 
called out two minutes ht, r to 
# «Ji mea ** rcct * where a child 
A Laydm had ignited 
curtains in an up.'-tair* room 
as he was playing w.th ma’ches. 

rJ,V°,°^ u Bt Kl " l,d a"' 1 lh * 

rc*t of the house suffered ex¬ 
tensive smoke and heat clarnace 

,ircrncn ' ' vh0 *«'ci 
that the blaze had gained con. 
sidcrable headway before the 
alarm wa, sounded 
The first of four calls r*. 

ve.Vrd.v y ,h ® t,re de £ artnl< °t 
yes.erday came at 10 & j. m 

where fire which started from 

blazing pas’ll fine caused minor 

damage to the kitchen of John 

nue >ln *m° r * of 231 Lincoln ave- 

Bcrry of Ml Slate 

Wh7!' K Wh ° ,m, * d * mat'res, 
while he waa smoking in bed 

brought firemen out at 4:45 p‘ 
m. for the fourth time Dam-' 
*« was confined to the 
tress. 


Eire Flares In 
Office Block 


Blaze in Trash Basket Extin¬ 
guished Without Damage; 4 
Trucks Answer Alarm. 


A fire in a large trash basket 
m a janitors room on the second 
floor of the Gryphon Building 
brought four fire trucks on the run 
at 6:57 p. m. yesterday but the 
flare-up was taken care of before 
damage could be done. 

Smoke filled part of the corridor 
on the second floor and alerted 
Mortimer Tompkins, a dental la- 
ooratory technician in the budding 
who doused water on the flames! 
By the time firemen arrived the 
lire was almost out, they said 
Chief Alfred H. Koltonski said 
there was “no evidence*’ that a 
, firebug was at work. Probable 

* C nn Se ° f 1 th6 flre * he said - a 

, stilUmouIdering cigarette dumped 
into the trash from an office waste 

basket. 

A grass fire on Avenue C brought 
the smokeaters running at 610 

?:n m * /^ terd s ay ln the onl y other 
call of the day. No damage wa« 

aone nnd flames were out within 
a few minutes. 


mat- 




Sad Slip! 


There is at least one 11-year- 
old boy in Vermont today who 
doesn’t care to be a fireman. 
The boy is Stanley Stewart 

• of J’awlet who was taken to Uie 
Rutland hospital yesterday 
with a sprained bark after fall¬ 
ing off the flrepol • j n the Rut¬ 
land fire station. 

Along with other school chil¬ 
dren who were in the city tn 
view the Freedom Tram. Stan¬ 
ley was taking part in a run- 
ducted tour of the local station 
,rom thr Afepole. 
The children were sliding the 
pole under the supervision of 
the department members when 
Stanley flipped. 

The youth was treated at 
the scene of the accident and 
»t the hospital by Dr. W J 

S2"" / h0 ,a,d >•»• "'W 

that Stanley was suffering from 

• sprained back, shock, light 
bruises and a general shaking 

















































JANUARY 8, 1947 

Sparks Set 
Two Blazes 


Store Awnings Twice Ignited 
Early in Morning; Hotel 
Bla/.e Doused at 9:10. 


Sparks from a chimney which 
ignited awning* on the second 
»tory of the rear of the Economy 
■tore on Merchant* How were re¬ 
sponsible for twn alarms answered 
by the Rutland Fire department at 
4.54 and at 5:36 yesterday morn- 
inf. 

At 9 10 the fire fighting person¬ 
nel and equipment were called to 
another fire in the business sec¬ 
tion. this time at the Morris inn on 
yVeat alreet near Church street. 

A booster line was used by fire¬ 
men in putting out the awning fire 
at the Economy store. According to 
Deputy Chief Ralph H. Mean, the 
weather reading was two below 
zero at the time. 

A second telephone alarm to the 
lame store was received at 5 36 
o'clock when another awning was 
found to be smoldering from the 
effect* of the chimney sparks. 

The Are in the Morris Inn was 
oohfthed to an area of flooring be¬ 
tween the second and third floor*. 
Firemen said that an accumula¬ 
tion of dust which formed in the 
flooring reached an ignition stage 
from close contact with hot iteam 
pipe*. The flooring was ripped out 
and a booster line used in putting 
out the Are. Both a telephone and 
box alarm 41 gave the signal of the 
Are. There waa no occupant in the 
room where the Are waa centered 

Fire originating In the chimney 
of a home owned and occupied by 
T. A. Towne of the Notch road 
waa conAned to wall partition* last 
night by the Rutland Fire depart¬ 
ment Slight damage was done to 
wall partitions In and around the 
chimney area. 

MARCH 5, 1948 



Woman Hurt 
In Fall as Fire 
Damages House 


Mrs. Catherine Fournier of 55 
Prospect street bruised her leg 
when she fell down> , .».t * v. *. <• Are 
did considerable damage three 
rooms of Imt house yeatmiav. 

Rutland Fire department F:.v.t:e% 
1. 2 and the service c.»r wen* oil', 
for an hour and 10 minutes starting 
at 11 34 a m and Used lw«i booster 
line* to Aght the fire whlih As* 
caused by a deb it.ve oil burner, 
according lo Fire department offi¬ 
cials. 

Considerable damage resulted to 
a living room and kitchen •,*.» th* 
second lloor where the lire started 
and a dining room on the fits! flour 
into w hich kerosene leaked ’htough 
cracks in the ceiling Mrs Fournier 
was treated by Dr. Tnomaa F Me- 
Garry. 

No damage resulted from another 
Are caused by a defective oil burn¬ 
er at 10 Tremont street to winch 
Engines 1 and 2 and the service car 
went out between 3.34 and 3 4 * p 
m ; and by a chimney Are at 31 Kim 
street to which the same apparatus 
went between 4 54 and 5 08 p. m 

Between 7 18 and 7 32 a. m. yes¬ 
terday Engines 1 and 2 went to a 
stovepipe Are at 50 Summer street. 


APRIL 18, 1948 

Horse Killed 
In Barn Fire 


OCTOBER 22, 1948 
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BIj/.c, Rcporlollv Stalled l>y 
Clulil ai I’Ijv, (ini'. Allen St. 
Structure. 



A Are reportedly set by a playful 
child, yesterday gulled u barn be*' 
longing to Robert C. Ho>»c of M 
Allen street and snuffed out the life 
of a horse stabled in the structure. 

Capt. Ralph R. Bean of the Rut¬ 
land Are department said the bla/e 
charred the inside and outside of 
the bam before the flames were I 
brought under control 

Several unsuccessful attempts 
were made to bring the stabled 
horse through rhe Are. 

Capt. Bean said the Are was 
started by a Ave-year-old neigh¬ 
bor's child who had started a small 
blaze against one side of the tar 
covered building 

The department was called to 
the scene at 30 01 p. m. arid put 
down two one and a half inch lines 
and a boostetr line to quell the 
blaze. 

The local department also ex¬ 
tinguished nine grass Arcs, two 
chimney Ares and a Are in an auto¬ 
mobile pver the week-end. 

Both chimney Ares were on Sat¬ 
urday. The Arst was at 48 Forest 
street and the second at 26 Hopkins 
street. No damage resulted from 
either. 

Yesterday at 12:36 a. m. a blaze 
In a car standing at the r*ar of the 
Hotel Bardwell was put out by the 
Aremen. The vehicle belonged to 
A. W. Macauley. 

The grass Ares—seven of them 
yesterday—kept the department on 
the move during the intervals be¬ 
tween the other blazes. 

DECEMBER 10, 1949 _ 

West Street 
Garage Burns 

Chief Kohonski Estimates $1000 
Damage From Blaze He Dis¬ 
covered Himself. 

Fir: Chief Alfred H. Koltonski 
yesterday estimated damage at $1000 
resulted from the Are in a garage 
at 399 West street which he dis¬ 
covered Saturday night N 

Chief Koltonski, who noted the 
blaze as he drove by. telephoned 
the department at 7:27 p. m. from a 
nearby home. The garage waa closed 
at the Ume. 

Firemen said the blaze started In 
a partition from an inadequately! 
insulated stove pipe running fromj 
the garage operated by Guido L.| 
Accorst 

Th<t Are spread Into a storage 
garage used by the Seven-Up Bot¬ 
tling company of Rutland which la 
contained In the same building. 

Firemen were able to drive an oil 
tank, truck out of the Accorsl garage 
before the vehicle caught Are. 

The root of the garage was char¬ 
red. a Seven-Up truck damaged and I 
a number of wooden crates burned | 
by the Are. 

A fireman, Hubert Gauthier, suf- 
fered a slight knee Injury while 
Aghting the smoky blaze. 

The Are Aghters lost the use of 
a booster line when the battery In 
engine No. 4 went dead. A lVfr-inch 
line waa also used to quench the 
blaze. 

The building Is owned by Mr. 
and Mrs. Louis lUccl of 197 West) 
street 


Firemen Win 
Smoke Battle 


Sulxlur Blaze on Wales Street 
Which Threatens .i-Story 
Building- 

Rutland firemen won a brief but 
intense battle with smoke yester¬ 
day afternoon in subduing a blaze 
which threatened the three-story 
building at 15-19 Wales street. 

The fire, which atarted in a small 
basement storeroom, cooked sev¬ 
eral hundred pounds of bananas be¬ 
longing to Pico Produce company, 
but otherwise did little damage. 

The clouds of dense smoke, 
which had completely filled the 
cellar by the time the fire de¬ 
partment was called, were appar¬ 
ently dlacovered about the same 
time by three boys. 

Two of the boys—Stanley Mun 
sat. 9. of 89 Edgerton alreet and 
Richard Cobum, 10. of 87 Edger¬ 
ton street—saw the smoke pouring 
out through windows around the 
stairs leading lo Goyette’s barber 
supply shop snd Seward's grocery 
as they were returning from Dana 
school. ^ 

The third. Elmer Erickson, an 
employe of the produce company, 
was greeted with a cloud of smoke 
when he went to Investigate the 
banana situation. 

The firemen, who responded at 
4 p. m. with two trucks, set up 
two fans to draw out the smoke 
before they were able to get at 
the blaze. 

The fire apparently started from 
a small gas heater used In ripening 
the bananas. Enough heat pent* 
• trated the metal protecting the 
heater to Ignite the cardboard- 
lined walla. 

The department was called at 
12:33 p. m. to extinguish a grass 
fire at the home of Charles J. 
Dansreau of 409 West street. 


7 / 2. t SF? ! 


i remen 


Fight 
Railroad Blaze 
In Locomotive 


Rlitland firemen, called out early 
Saturday mbrnlnt to a blaze in the 
Rutland railroad roundhouse, were 
able to cortAne the damage to a 
Mnrnmotlve Cab and the cupola. 

The Are was apparently started 
when an open flame torch used 
by J railroad workmen ignited 
waste material in the cab, Aremen 
slated. 

The flames leaped upwsrd about 
12 feet to set the cupola roof aAre, I 
tt was reported. 

Railroad Workers put a stream 
of w|ter on the blsze in the loco¬ 
motive cab. )ater taking the en- a 
gine out of the roundhouse to com- J 
plete the Job.; 

FirCmen. called at 4 01 a. m. used 
s booster line on the roof and 
were able to limit damage to the 
cupola! and a ssmall section of the 
roof surrounding it. \ • 

The rab of the locomotive suf¬ 
fered Considerable damage. 
i The department made a run to 
3>ecds furniture store on Merchants 
row at 5:18 p. m. Saturday, but 
found no Are there. 

. A bvtrned-out transformer in i 
fluorescent light caused a smoke, 
like odor which resulted in the 
larm, firemen said. 
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Store Owner 

* 

Badly Burned 

i * ■ . — 

Edward Kessop in Critical 
Condition After Blaze in 
Rear of Shop, 

Edward Keaaop, of 81 Granfer 
street was la critical condition last 
night at the Rutland hospital from 
burns juffered yesterday when he 
was cloaked In flames while heating 
paint brusbee In the* rear of his 
store, the Victory Fruit and Prod¬ 
uce market at 83 Wales street 
The accident ocrurred about 1:20 
p. m., when a bucket of three paint 
brushes he was heating on a 
: burner gas stove caught Are. 

Paugrsby caught the. man as he 
rushed screaming Into the street at¬ 
tempting to beat put the flames 
with, a blanket he anatched in hla 
►fltflfl Donald '6tratton of 111 
Church atreet, driving by !n a car, 
and Charles Hill, employed at a 
nearby garage, both dashed to JUa- 
aop and rolled tym on the lildewmlk 
to smother the flre. Rill, who was 
working inside the garage said ha 
was aware of the accident when 
he heard the screams. 

Both Hill aid Michael PbHlipc. 
who operates i restaurant in the 
•amd block with the fruit store, 
called the flat 4 e P arUnenL Engines 
1 and 3 were tent to the 
store, and firemen exflbgulshed the 
(blaze in approximately 20 minutes. 
P Dr. Victor J. PJsanelll, who was 
called to the scene, treated Kessop 



Herald Photo — Merusl 

* Edward Keaaop. 54. owner of Victory Fruit and Produce market 
on Wales street, writhe* In pain at a fireman and volunteer bend 
ever him to carry him to an ambulance. Ke**op, burned about the 
body when hie clothing became Ignited as he was heating brushes 
t* bis store, te In a critical condition In Rutland hospital._ 


before room of the store 

to the hospital. Last night Dr. Pis- that hla lather was getting 
anelll said that Keaaop* condition brushes ready, 
waj •'critical," with extensive sac- 
ond and third degree bums of both 
legs, the left arm and left side. 

Spectators who quickly gathered 
in frohtof the store, said they heard 
no explosion, but were attracted by 
the smoke and tcreoms of Keaaop. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonskt 
said that alight damage was done to 
the rear room, which was used for 
rage. The wall was scorched and 
t of the damage was from the 
smoke. The main part of the build¬ 
ing wag untouched by the flames.' 

Em lie Kessop. of 78 Granger 
•trcct, g son. who arrived after the 
flre. said that they were repelnting 


and 

the 


Cause of the flre was still under In¬ 
vestigation last night Chief Alfred 
J. Xoltonski said that the bucket 
might have boiled over or that 
fumes mayJ>ave caused the flare-up. 

The flre department reported that 
no damage resulted from a chim¬ 
ney fire at the home of Mrs. Wil¬ 
liam How# of 20 Hopkins street nor 
from a grass flre at tha Billings* lot 
on South Main afreet The chim¬ 
ney flre was at 11:34, a. m. and the 
grass flre at 12:40 p. m. 


New Fire Truck 
For Proctor 
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f Special to The Herald.) 

PROCTOR. Aug 24. — The 
vili.iKe of Proctor has a new 
flre truck. 

Similar to 20 such trucks re¬ 
cently delivered by the manu¬ 
facturer, American-LiiFrance- 
Koumite corporation, to the 
city of New York, the new 
triple rombiation truck Is 
powered by a*12-cylmdcr en¬ 
gine that astonished many ob¬ 
servers duri.ig Ms recent »c- ( 
trplaiice test here by its quiet¬ 
ness as compared to its famil¬ 
iar predecessor 

With a rated 190 horse power, 
the truck passed its Under¬ 
writers’ acceptance test and the 
test and demonstration here by 
showing its ability to pump an 
average of 761 gallons of water 
a nn.ujtc for two hours, from 
suction, with a pump pressure 
of 150 pounds per square inch. 

During a short run at high 
speed, the pump developed an 
output of nearly 1000 gallons 
a minute. 

The engine is mou.ttcd be¬ 
hind the cub, which accommo¬ 
dates five men and, because of 
its location, gives ihe driver 
excellent visibility while the 
shorter wheelbase made pos¬ 
sible by the design improve* 
the maneuverability of the ma¬ 
chine. 


JANUARY 22, 1949 

i 

Start Repair 

Of Laundry 

• > 

Saturday Morning Fire Cautcj 
Estimated $75,000 Damage, 
to Modern Linen. 

—; ' j ' 

Wc'k hM already alarled <wj lha, 
renovation ot the Moderni UmJI 
laundry «» Cleveland avenue which 
wa» sutied by flame. In an ^arly' 
morning jflre Saturday; 

Dimafft to the building end Iti 
contents . was estimated between 
5X1.000 and TVOOO last nighl by 
Irving Levenson, manager of tha 
local piaat. 

Levensen said linen service wlllj 
'cont*oue uninterrupted snd that 
/amity service of laundry and dry 
r cl#2 Mag is expected to be In fulj 
opcrMion.by tomorrow. 

Kiitai appraisal, of the damage' 
will be mf dr today by Jack Doherty, 


108 


.uadi* today l _ 

chief engineer of ihe Modern Linen 
plan’s inj New York city. Doherty 
flew heir yesterday afternoon along 
i owner Louis Gordon snd three I 
other officials of the company. 
Gordon returned |d New York veil I 
terdsy after lurVdying the damage 
The ftp was diicovered when an 
^lert telephone operator at ,the local 
exchange noticed that ther*' ws| 
aomf.hin# wrong. with the phone 
line at the plant,about 3:50 a. m. 
Saturday J She summoned the I lies 1 
"police department which sent two 
officers to investigate- The officer* 
•potledwti e flre apd rani • funeral 
alarm. 

Lev«as< n was high in hla praise of 
the Rutl* nd Art department Urtjfch 
held the l laxing Inferno to thb lolled 
line* root a In which It atartedi Tire 
Qi:cf Alf ed H- Jgbl'.onaki said that 
three lint i of haBwere used to ex¬ 
tinguish ihe blaz* , i «! 

The bli xe. which was wltnxgsed 
i by only i few onlookers, sent high 
, column# < ( smoke Into the alr.;Fire« 
men batt ed- the flre from the fool 
top ,and he Inside of the buRdlnjj i 
for exact y two hours before they 

hsd extinguished Jthe last spafk, 

^ Chief Coltonskl said the [/font 
^fcrt of tl e building, which hoUsci 
the famiy laundry service.! 
saved par iallv by the work of lhTea 
fire door i which closed autt*n*tl- 
|c*ny. keeping tha fire confinfcrf to 
I l he back if the building wheT« the 
company* own llpen was iaup^er* 

Leve ns<n stated that all I 
laundry list in the blaze was 
♦d by thi company and that 
was no wraonal laundry 
cleaning < eatroyed 
A big p url of thf damage . 
result of laundry machines 
being des royed'of badly da 
All elactr ic wiring In the 
was destTiyed by the intense) has 
from the t^laze and window* fwrre 
, smashed i nd broken throughout the 
plant I i s J filJ, | 

UVinson sLh> said it would be 
iecea«iry,ti> repair the roof which 
burped *0 *ome extent. 
Temporary electric wiring 
' A lltel a* :hr plant yesterday and i 
'etniildtnd will commence today in I 
damaged purl of the structure. I 
T e linen service, interrupted hvl 
*..ir fire, will be carried on through j 
*^e facilities .»f other plants in Nr* 
5o^k cttY Two trucks were sent I 
*° New York yenterdav afternoon 1 
linnl from the local plant and 
•n:.| rr!ur|i with fresh linen tontor- 



!n order that approximate!* 100 


■ 


workers a ho are 


Checking the tioule pressure rauge during the acceptance test of thk new triple combination 
flre truck In Proctor Is Cecil Curtis, tat right) assistant chief of the village flre department, while 
a representative of the manufacturer watches the controls. 


ly covered by insurance according 
to officials of the company. 

Saturday * |>la/8 wn* the m ofuL 
disaster which h.v Inf ltn* pDinHI 
the firat tiling tlie 1947 flr».8l when’ 
the plant w 8i !>••«!ly damaged arid 
■cl»>>ed for s«.me time 


•Jic very ire will 
working prdcr as 
Levrnaon stateit. 

fngestigutiona will bt carriedion: 
hMijy to determine the cause at the 
-re Ail uf the loss was complete- 


employed at the 


' -- ■] MIC 

linen plarr may npt be out of work 
l>«* restored to 1 
w>on as possible, | 







































































ay Morning, February 2 , im 



PRICE LIVE CENTS 


lother, Son And Logging Camp 

orker Killed, Two Others Hit 

• '% ' 

y Gas Fumes in Snowbound Car 
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.*• % 
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Pittsford i 

y 

Firm Burns 






* 

A. Langlois 4c Sons Manufac¬ 
turers North of Rutland Hit 
by Early Morning Blaze. 

1 " . 1 

Rutland and Pittaford Fire 

department* were fighting 
early this morning to w»ve the 
A. Langlois & Son home 
threatened by flame* that had 
already destroyed two connect¬ 
ing manufacturing plants lo¬ 
cated on Route 7 about six mile* 
north of Rutland. 

The fire, of undertermined 
origin, was discovered about) 
1:45 a. m. 

At 2:30 a. m. observers red 
ported one section of the manu¬ 
facturing plant destroyed, the 
other-in flames, and the house | 
blistered by heat. 


The-plant manufacture* cant 
aluminum reproductions of 
“slave boy” hitching posts and 
specially designed garden, 
porch 4ml patio furniture. - 

The plant—with about 30,000 
square feet o^ floor space—has 
been idle about a month. 

First alarm of the fire was 
given by David Langlois, who 
raced \o the .nearby home of 
Roy Burroughs to telephone for 
help. 

The Pittsford department re 
sponded. The, Rutland depart¬ 
ment sent Engine No. 4 to the 
scene Within a short time. 

Water was ; being pumped 
from a, nearby brook. 

No estimate! of the damage 
was available this morning. 


Group Returning to WheeF 
crvillc After Shopping 
Trip Overcome After Au¬ 
tomobile Slides Off Road. 

% 

Found in AM 


Tragedy Discovered by Hus¬ 
band and Father of Two 
Victims After 11-Mile 
Hike With Team. 


Herald Photo. 

Albert Tea*Iff, SUtr Trooper Paul Know and Rutland firemen In charge of AaaUUnt Chief Ralph 
R. Bean (In light Jaekrti view the rar In v^hlrh two Demon* died of rarbon monoalde poisoning and 
three others uere overcome, one later dying at t hr Rutland hospital. When the car slid Into a anow* 
bank on the Wheelervllle road at the fool of Mendon mountain Saturday night after a shopping trip 
In Rutland, the group had sought protection from the extreme cold while awaiting help In getting 
the rar hark on the road. 


Three persona died from carbon 
monoxide fumes Inhaled while 
keeping warm in a snow-bound ae- 
dan maroons at the foo^ ct Men¬ 
don mountain early yesterday and 
two others last night were atill in 
critical condition at the Rutland 
hospital. 

Mrs. Methilda Teener. 29-year-old 
wile of a Mendon lumberman, and 
her four-year-old son. Glen Fred 
erick, were found dead m the auto* 
mobile soon ofirr 9 a. m. yester¬ 
day by Albert Tastier, husband and 
father of the gas victims. 

Oliver Disord*, 29. of Forest Dale, 
a World War li veteran died frofn 
asphyxiation nine hour* after he 
was taken to the hospital here in 
critical condition. 

Still In an unconscious state and 
being treated for the gaj poisoning 
last night were Mrs. Norma M. 
Panoushek. 31, of West Haven and 
Herman Damon, 97, formerly of 
Brandon. 

r Dr. Henry J. Fregost qf .Proctor 
Is attending Damon and stated last 
night his condition was serious but 
recovery looked favorable. Dr. 
Thomas A. Keenan is Mrs. Panou- 
shek's doctor. 

The group, employed by Teasier 
at his-logging camp In Wheelervllle, 
was found overcome at 9:30 a. m. 
yesterday after the employer had 
driven bis team 11 miles in stfb- 
freezlng' temperatures from his 
camp to the automobile, stalled 
on the Wheelervllle road, about*a 
half mile distant from the Wood- 
stock highway, * ✓ 

Tessicr informed state police, 
summoned 40 minutes iater. that 
the car had skidded Into a snow¬ 
bank about 9 p. nx Saturday while 
the group was returning \ from a 
shopping trip In Rutland. 

Efforts to free the car proved 
futile so he went to his camp In 
the Wheelervllle section of Mendon, 
M miles away, in a panel truck 
driven by Damon which was fol¬ 
lowing his machine. * , 

After towing equipment was pack¬ 
ed up and put In'the truck, Damon 
started back to haul the car but of 
the embankment while ho. Teaaler, 
remained at the camp to prepare a 
meal and warm the place tip. 

Feeling exhausted. Trader fell 
asleep and awoke at daybreak to 
find none had returned. He hitched 
a team of horses to a bobsled and 
started back to the car. 

Tetsiec and police theoriied that 
Damon joined the others in the cay 
to warm up before atariing the 
task of. towing the sedan, which 
was owned by lMsorda. r - 


States Attorney Robert T. Staf¬ 
ford said last night that further in-nq 
> . aft* 'r Uy 

the survivors regain consciousness. 

He said that they will be ques¬ 
tioned as to what happened after 
Damon arrived with the towing 
equipment. , '• | 

Reconstructing, os nearly sj he 
could, exactly what happened for 
for Stafford and Stale Trooper 
Kenneth J. Fletcher. Teasier said 
that hui family and his working 
crew went to Rutland Saturday af¬ 
ternoon to shop and see a. movie. 

They started back for khe camp 
in the early evening with a $60 
food purchase Tessier. his wife 
and son. and Mrs. Panooshek and 
I)u*orda rode in the sedan while 
Damon drove Tessior's panel truck. 

The car went off the Wheeler¬ 
vllle road on a slight nght-hand 
curve and into • ditch about one* 

half mile away from the main rosd, 
at the foot of Mendon mountain. 

Teaster shovelled around the car 
In an effort to clear off the snow 
but the car kept ikiddlng deeper 
into the embankment 

When Damon came along In the 
truck, the two decided to head 
back to the ’camp and get some 
towing equipment. Arriving at 
the campi Damon and Testier load¬ 
ed the truck with chains and rope 
for towing. 

Damon headed back to the car 
while Tessier remained at the camp 
to prepare same food and warm 
the place up Jor the others when | 
they returned] After cooking the 
meal, he continued, he was so ex-1 
hausted he Mil asleep until sun¬ 
rise. 


Upon discovering that the others 
had not returned, he hitched a team 
of horses to a bobsled and started 
out for the snow-bound car. Jt was 
so cold, he told authorities, that he 
had to walk the entire 11 miles to 
keep warm. 

As soon as he arrived at the car. 
he looked at his watch and read It 
as 9:20. The car was Just as he had 
left it and the truck was parked in 
the road alongside. 

Dlsorda was in the driver's seat, 
Mrs. Panoushek was In the middle 
and hij wife was on the right hand 
side of the front seat of the car. 
Tessier'a son was lying down in the 
rear of the car with Damon seated 
on the left hand side. 

The motor of the car, he said, was 
still running and **11 was terrifically 
warm" His next movements, as 
told to the state's attorney, were 
opening all windows and doois. 
shutting ofT the motor and shaking 
each person in an effort to atart 
circulation in their bodies. 

At first glance, he said, his wife 
and baby looked dead. His fears 
were affirmed after efforts to stir 
them fiHled. The other three he left 
breathing before he started off for 
help. 

After falling to atart the truck, 
he hitched his team to the frozen 
truck and had them draw it until 
it atarted to run. T^en he unhitch¬ 
ed the team and drove to Hay¬ 
den’s Ailing station at the corner 
of Woodstock avenue and Lafayette 
street, jvhere the Fire department 
and state pbllct were telephoned 
for. 

Acting promptly. 8tate Trooper 
Paul Snow and Assistant Fire Chief 
Ralph R. Bean, along with other 
firemen, arrived at the scene about 
five minutes after the call was put 
through at 10:10 a. m. 

The Fire department's resuscita- 
tor was used alternately on all five 
gas victims with Bean and Fire¬ 
men Patrick J. Hurley. George Re¬ 
gan and John T. Ballard pumping 
as much oxygen as waa possible 
with the one, machine. 

Damon and the child were token i 
to the Rutland hospital by Officer 
SnoW; Mrs. Tessier was taken In 
Chief Bean’s car; and Disorda and 
Mrs. Panoushek were taken by am¬ 
bulance. j 

Trooper Snow gave permission 
to move tht car, which Was towed 
out by the horse team, and a near¬ 
by resident was given permission 
to take the groceries to the camp. 

After the group was taken to the 
hospital. Teasier turned the team 
In the direction of home and started 
them back to the camp. A dog. 
whose master was the four-year-old 
lad. was aUo commanded to return 
to the camp but refused to do ao. 
■laying on| howling, near the sedan 
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$80,000 [Fire Levels White 

Hardware Block in Fair Haven; 
Six Fire Companies Battle Blaze 


Little taid the blue leeUii to 
start simultaneously all over iha 
store. As clerk* and 
rushed outside, the store 
smoke. At (tint there 
flames. Little said. 

Suddenly, the huge pi it* glass 



store-front, 
stories 

names - soar 


ant, which ♦ 
of the building. 






Firemen from alt communities battle the I&0.000 blase that 

store In Fair Haven yesterday and fcbreatr—■ 4W - 4 - 1 —— 

completely destroyed and only the front m* 

(Other pictures I age S.) 


brratened tbr town’s business 
all of the storage house 


stroyed Whl 
Strict. The 
bexl to It 


AUGUST 24, 1949. 

Children Start 
Fire at Home 
With Matches 


JjJLf. 


•*1 


Explos 
F n mac 
To Cat 


TT 


ion Of 
c Fails 
sc Fire 


A blare started by children play-1 
mg with matches resulted in con¬ 
siderable damage to the home of 
Homeo J. Lancour on Emmett avc-H 
nue. Rutland firemen reported yes -1 
lerday. 

Firemen, who were out almost an 
hour after receiving the call at * 
< to 50 a. m, experienced some difTi- •] 
cully in extinguishing the bla/c. 

The Are started in a closet and 
was difTicult to get at, firemen said 
Air packs had to be used to gel 1 
into the smoke-fllled attic. 

Firemen said that the clothing ini 
the closet was a total loss, the closet* 
itself was heavily charred and the 
adjoining bedroom was scorchedvby 
tire, which burned drapes through¬ 
out the room. 

The rest of the house suffered 
smoke damage, firemen reported. 


An oil fiunji 


of trie Kong Ci ov 


in thfc h,tM< 
red Hitf oil 


me it I 
I 


exploded Satin’d 
rti . hut nil nor u 
mkge wvt confinf 


V 


j Center street* 

•about 0 2K p 
injured and di i 
to the (urn..re. 

.The blast Me w off thd door add 
W stack of the flirt are. by( did nit; 
Jj start a fire. Nr explanation of i 
explosion coul^ be found. 

An unknown celebran'j rang n| 
tlte new year foi the hfi* depit! t* 
nient by poHifii hr»x I 14 it Uie 
I ncr of Library! a id On*dnut .iv> 
mie* at 2 15 aj m. Satui)fiay. TtruJ 
trucks responded to the*! false #Jl-‘ 
arm. 

Another box aljirm at B 44 a in. 
j Saturday called firemen ( to I f a \s 
Kixjt shop ill the corner of si ( 
and Terrill street! A bU|e stacb d i 
In hay chaff oa.lhe floort was e 
tinguiihed before any damage r? 
suked. 

Firemen said # t fte fire J prnbab y 
was started by a carelesl smoker 


. * i ( ? * 

Telephone Operator Send* 
Out Calls for Help as 
Wind Threatens to Whipij 
Flames Through Town.. 


Rutland Aids 

Departments From Vermont * 
and New York Rush to 
Help Quell Outbreak; 
Homes Evacuate^. • 



(Bpec1*1 to 

• FAIR HAVEN, jan. 
comb’s Hardware store, valued at 
an estimated $80 OCO. burred to tht 
ground this afternoon while sU 
fire departments atruggkd in bf 
low-freezing temperatures im pir+* 
vent flames from spreading through 
the entire Fbir Haven business dis¬ 
trict. , j » 

. Lashed by a high wind, the blase 
also threatened tenements i 

^ _J-U ivU 

Prompt \ response j by 
menu frorii Rutland; 

Castleton. Whitehall 
Granville. N. Y„ 16 a 
fistance from 
Raynes. chief oper 
Haven exchange, 
saving the proper 
Whiteorriba Hand* 
which had been completely remod¬ 
eled December 7. burned like tis¬ 
sue paper. *The building next to It, 
used chiefly for ytofag e. and aever- 
il aheda In the\ rejtr of the two- 
story wooden frame ’structure were 
also lost. | . y |T7 '. 

Damage was at; least partially 
covered by knsuranbe. 1 
Paint blistered and piste . glam 
windows broke in four stored on 
life other aide of the street # 
Occupants of housed jbt 21, 22 
and 22 Main; atreet MmbMB the 
, comer of the lube* ty street hard- 
! ware store, moved tostangingi out¬ 
doors when 1 the fir^ threatened to 
I engulf the Entire block, 1 

Pliny whijeomb, 11, Whoaie life's 
dream was realized last month 
when he opened hb netk modem 
store, one of the largest in ths 
state, helped flght the flames. 

The heat was so* intense that a 
hoee of the | Fair Haven Fire-de¬ 
partment burned when ;firemen at¬ 
tempted to 'carry it behind the 
building. J 

Whitcomb watched moke billow 
lazily toward the cold blue sky 
from the rums of his jtore and 
then departed. 

Eugene Cfowley. chief engineer 
of the Fair 'Haven volunteer Flro 
department, said there was never 
a chance or saving the store. He 
said it was glmost gone before af¬ 
fective mean# to rombat the flames 
could be mustered. ( 

Raymond .Little, proprietor of 
Little's market—across the street 
from Whitcomb’s— wm ana of the 
i first to see (he* Are. I He notified 
Mrs. Raynes at the telephone ex¬ 
change and told her to call outside 
departments., • 


untorr | 
row ley j 

was II 

*'.m ir. 


rushed in. Li(tU 
• series , 
ammunition 
exploded. 

The store, 

inventory, was cods 
immediately. 

Frank Whitcomb pf Granville. N. 

Y., brother of the oWner v taid $00,- 
000 would be a "pretty f )osc esti¬ 
mate of the clarruigt 

Whitcomb and hi i brotlier were 
taking inventory in the storage 
building and Edith Whitcomb, sis¬ 
ter of the owner, v as on the sep-l 
ond floor of the store when the 
fire started. 

xTha buildings were Insured by; 
th? J. C. Durick Agency of Pali 1 ft 
11 liven. OfTicluls de lined to state 
bow much of the \i%$ is covered. 
Once before, in December. 1912,| 
Whitcomb was wip» d out by fire. 

At that time he was located in 
what is now In!tie’s market, across 
the street from Its present site. 

Whitcomb started in business at 
Fair Haven In 1905 as a harness] 
maker. 

Chief Engiheer C owlcy said itL 
was difficult t<» rou.si the volunteer [J 
fire department's 22 urn. Crowley 
explained that th< alarm 
broken m the Dccein Jt-r *leet 
and has nut been repaired yet. 

*T had plenty of iclp." lie *uid, 
“but none of the men were exper¬ 
ienced. It wasn’t until the depart¬ 
ments from other towns got here 
that we were able o make much 
headway/* 

Crowley said he set up a 500 h.p. 
pump in the Castletrn river, about 
a quarter of a mile fiom the fire. 

"Somebody must have turned off 
the valve/ Crowley declared, "be¬ 
cause I couldn’t get any water at 
first. It was of! when I went back 
to check and turn i on.’’ 

Calls for neighboring Arc depart¬ 
ments were placed i hortly after 1 
p. m. The Granvil e department 
arrived about 1:10 and Rutland 
reached the scene diortly there¬ 
after, Crowley said. The Castleton. 
Poultncy and Whi chail depart- 1 | 
1 rnents also responded promptly. 

Hose was laid from the river 
along River street to the rear of 
the blaze, protecting barns and 
sheds used for atorjige and tene¬ 
ments along Main itijeet. 

Telephone and light wiraj were 1 
burned and service Interrupted for 
about^ half an hour. | 

Heat from the burning buildings 
broke windows in Little’s Market, 
the A. C. Wilson Barber shop, the 
Grange hall and th* Fsir Haven 
i Postoffice. It blistered pslr\t on 
Little’s market. "* 

Firemen were han pered^ by th* 

15 degree temperaturp and ice that 
froze on their uniforns. 

Ice on the roads m^de it slippery 
and dangerous underfbot, but no in¬ 
juries were reported. 

The heavy smoke cloud was 
visible as far away a.4 Castleton. 

A shod behind 23 Main street, 
owned by the Staiuird estate, was 
burned It contained furniture 
stored by Mrs. Mitchell, 

Mrs. Mary Vex par, who lives 
downstairs at 23 Main street, said 
her winter's supply of wood, stored 
m a small shed behind her apart- m 
ment. was destroyed. 

Two families at 25 Main street. 

Mr and Mrs. Francis Martin and 
their two children, and Mr. and 
Mrs. William* Marcille and Ihelr six 
children# moved furniture, food and 
clothing. Vhen flames threatened 
the block. X»m Mattte Horton, who 
lives ctoun*;ah$ at 25 Main street, 
refused to move her furniture. 

Chief Engineer '^’rowlry said it 
was the uoist fire ip Fair Haven 
in 10 years. 
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IMiolits by Studio. 

C*fanvlllr. N. Y. 

Three member^ of the Rut¬ 
land Are department (Above) 
battle the $80,000 lire at Whit¬ 
comb's Hardware store In Fair 
llaven. (!. to r.) Arthur .Myhrr. 
Charles Lancourj and John 
W. Barrett. (I.rfli residents of 
Main street tenement* threat¬ 
ened by the blare piled all their 
personal belonging* along Koute 
4 Fanned by a strong east 
wind, the fire itifjnac-ed an en¬ 
tire hlock before lit was Anally 
ontrol. 


brnu^U ut\der roll 
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$10,000 Fire 
At Pittsford 


Annex of Historic Inn Destroy- 
e<! in Blaze Started by Short 
Circuit. 


lo The t 

PITTS FOR D. Nov. 4—Hitting 
flamei which licked through the 
ahnex of the Pittsford . Inn here 
this afternoon doing an estimated 
$10,000 damage were successfully 
subdued only after a three-hour 
battle by flre-Aghtcrs hindered by 
lack of water. 

Origin of the bUzt that threat¬ 
ened the main brick bui)ding-~one 
of Pittiford's landmarks—wdi de¬ 
termined by the owner and Fire 
Chief Alfred H. Koltomki of Rut¬ 
land as a short circuit in the motor 
of the refrigeration plant located 
In the cellar of the annex. 

Bystanders and others escaped 
possible Injury when the safety 
valve on the bottled gas plant ex¬ 
ploded causing flames to shoot up 
3 feet in the air. 


Chief Koltonski said If the safe¬ 
ty valve had failed to work, the 
metal parts would have been blown 
to bits and rained on persons jn 
the vicinity. 

The owner, J. Fred Wenton. alone 
in the building, discovered the fire 
about 2:40 p. m. after smelling 
smoke in the living room of the 
main building where he was read¬ 
ing. 

Rushing through the four rooms 
In the annex and into the kitchen. 
Wenton started to descend the cel¬ 
lar stairs but had to turn back 
because of the thick smoke. Imme¬ 
diately after, he ran to a neighbor’s 
house and called the Rutland FireJM 
department which is guaranteed 1 
Arc-fighting payment of $7. r i an J 
hour in Pittsford 

The flame* worked from the eel- , 
Jar, through the walls and floors to \} 
the roof which caved in Firemen ■ 
were able to keep •the Are from 
reaching the mum building bv J 
working on the adjoining aide. I 
When the Are was put out about 1 
7 p. m the annex was nothing but 
charred lumber and ashes. Nothing 
was left standing except part of 
the framework. 

There were no guests in the Inn 
at the time of the Are due to the 
fact that the place was closed 
down a week ago for a vacation 
period. It was to have reopened 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Wenton said he would not call- I 
mate damage but that the loss 
was partly covered by insurance. 

Wenton said he planned to con-ii 
tlnue operations at the Inn bull 
could /not tell how long rebuilding! 
would take. 

The main building was of Co-] 
lonisi period architecture and was 
built In 1832 by Thomas H. Palmer 
who sold it sometime after 1872 
after leaving to settle In the We*t.|l 
Since then five other families have, 
owned it. 

The house is located on the main 
highway. U. S Route 7, just south 
of Pittsford village. 
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Herald Photo. 

rumc ro*r throujh the »nnex of PllUford Inn doln* d.m.fe ..limited at *IO.«0« yexterdir 
so Pittsford and Rutland Aremen succesafully protect the historic Inn. A short circuit In the 
m +u>r of the refrigeration plant In the annex cellar was blamed for the Are._ 



































































Fire Destroys 
General Store, 

_ i ' . j I ‘« ! 

Home in Benscn 

S- ' L 


Her a Id Photo 

Smoke blUowv from the ruins of the $25, #060 fire In ftt'itxon whlrh ymterdsv ra/rcf thr How¬ 
ard Bartholomew general store and Mrm. Eva Brown’* convalescent home. At left Is the home of Mr*. 
/ Lfeulr Hotter which wu saved by firemen. (Oih er plclufr*j on PAje 6.) 


Two Foremen Injured While 
Fighting Blaze in Smoke 
Filled Industrial Plant 


On r fircnmn fuiffcml burns on bis face and neck from 
j burning tar amt another ivas hit on the nose by a falling board 

I before a troublesome blaze at the Killington Manufacturing 
company building on Merchants" Row Mas extinguished last 
night..* I ■ 

Richard Barron received bad burns fromiiot tar and John 
Kent suffered cuts on bis nose and eve from a falling board 
while battling 0|C blaze in the smoke-filled building. 


Gas Explosion 
Rocks Cronins 
Grocery Marker 


Both were treated by Dr. 
William J. Powers. 

According to Kire Chief Al¬ 
fred If. Koltonaki the blare 

f 

started in an overheated trans¬ 
former. 

The call was received at 9:14 

# 

p. in. and a general alarm wa* 
rung in shortly afterwards. 

Approximately 300 people 
witnessed the battle as firemen 
invaded the smoke-filled build¬ 
ing to locate the fire which 
Chief Koltonski *aid was cen¬ 
tered in a ceiling in the con¬ 
necting Boston Market. 

With all the departfnent ap¬ 
paratus on hand, Chief Kolton- 
ski directed the fight with two 
lines of hose operating. 

All men off duty answered 


tlie alarm to assist in the fight, 
the chief said. 

The difficult blaze mush¬ 
roomed upward to the second 
floor before it was halted. 

No estimate was available 
last night on the damage, al¬ 
though Chief Koltonski said 
most of it—which he described 
as considerable—resulted from 
the smoke. 

Chief Koltonski said the fire 
was discovered by employes of 
the Killington Manufacturing 
company—makers of glcrves— 
who were working in the build¬ 
ing. They called the fire de¬ 
partment to report smoke in 
the upper stories over the Bos¬ 
ton Market, he said. 

On arrival at the scene be 
ordered the alarm turned in. 


A I«hi«( iA|iiinUMi torkrri imi Elm 
.ill rd gt ii« n y itut r yi’xft'i d.iv Iimru 

mg, but swept around Un* piop-i- 
ctor, leaving him dazed but unin¬ 
jured 

K. Leroy Cronin, who operates 
Cronin* Cush Food market at 2 
Kim street, »aid the hlaxt appeared 
to move up from the floor'and over 
hit head. 

Cronin, who had just opened the 
a*orc. win standing in the rear of. 
the building, about a fon| *wav 
from lh« pocket *»f ga% vl hen it 
r a plotted about *C .*10 « m 

Tne explosion shoved a refriger¬ 
ator case forward about a*xi inches, 
shifted two otlier food cases around, 
and blow out three plate g! 45 a win¬ 
dow* in the front of the store 
Kirc Chief Alfred If Koltonski. 
who Invest (gated with Assistant 
Chief Frank Jl. Seward, skid 
blast probably resulted wjhen a 
pocket of gas accumulated ffnm the 


f -• X 'i 

Two Invalid Women Saved 
a; Flames Do $25,000 
Damage and Th ;aten 
Entire Village for a Time. 

Help Called 

*; 

Rutland, Castleton and Fair 
Haven Dep’ts Simmon- 
cd; Icy Traveling Condi¬ 
tions Slow Firemen. 


1 Special Vo Th* H«e*V > 

BENSON, Jan. 16.—two invalid 
women were removed to a'ety be¬ 
fore dawn today as flame*, whipped l^ 1 
by a brig* wind, Lev-led the H h 
Bartholomew general gt^re and 
Brown convalaacent hom in th« 
heart of this small farm co npaunlty 
before they were checked by three 
Are departments/- ! 

The total loas#inc)udiag he gtock 
in the atore owned by Howard 
Bartholomew, was eatimatrd at 

000. -|| j T 

Taken to safety before the roar¬ 
ing flames had leaped r om th# 
flre-engulfed business! building, 
owred by C. J. Wilii*m*©n. to tne 
adjacent convalescent home were 
Mrs Emily Eaton. ft. of Poultney, 

*nd Mrs. Ida Noble, tl of Benson. 

It waj Rutland county's second 
big Are within a week. Whitcombs 
Hardware atore in ralr Haven 
burned to the ground on Tuesday at 
a low of $30,000. 7 

Disrupted telephone service and 


Mranlime (he *'ltagera had lath¬ 
ered in larg* number# and a buck¬ 
et brigade was organized. .Water 
wa* taken from a nearby stream. 

After thetr arrival, about 7:1$ jl 

K.«ir Haven flrrmiii 


fcel ( nf hose t to an artificial 
y of water on hr Glen Munger 
perty from which water was 
jnped oni n the faming buildings, 
“'hen It appeared that Ihe Bar- 
lomew and Brown structure* 
re lost, fljromin concentrated 
ir efToijts ini projecting the home 
Mrs. Jessie Dorter, w’ho retired 
this village from New Jersey 
hut a month dgo. The Doltcr 
Tie. now remodeled, was once 
ned by Allen Fish. The house 
only slightly Scorched, 
uth of the step-e was the Carl, 
|(tt home which was protected 
m the flames byj the wind which 
is blowing northward, 
ost, of the household goods and 
niahings i^i the convalescent 
|ne were aiveci Much of the 
nishings In the hotter home had 
been rerrjovec. 


the .re-coated condition of the hlfh- 
way prevented outside help „ 
orTiving at B<n*on in time to apve 
Mr.*. Eva Brown’s conval 
home, the former Dr. Jonce 
stead. 


le destroyed buildings were 
h more than a century old, C 
Williamson puffhaaed the store 
Idmg in 191 9 qf Rufus Walker 

and conducted $ hardware l ujjnTsJj 
there uritil nearly two ye is Jguf 
when he moved his stock to j. atari j 
on the gouthtiidt corner of |u» vil [ 
luge He leased the Vacate | p|,|n | 
to Bartholomew. 

Bartholomew. father ci 
small girls apd a former 
school teachel . j h.ul gon# I] 
general store! business .siioi 
ter hjs discharge from! t 
service. He ao’id his ijsssw 
amount to $7(H>0. I f. 

The convalescent horixj w 
lo Mr*. Browp py Williams! 
a year ago. Tho 15-roorn )io(j 
hern renovator! into a cn 

»iew purrhasi}!* 


Ip** at lie 


Fire Chief Eugene Crowley #f 
Fair Haven Mid the treacherous 
traveling deli yed MS company of 
15 men by more than 10 minutes. 
The distance is 10 miles. 

The Castle on Fire 'department 
with 15 men under‘Chief Clayton 
While arrived ahoi*tlv afterward. 
As the telephone service to Orwell 
ha* been out since the lee storm of 
the- *° me weeks ago the department 
from that community whs notified 
by Howard Kellogg who drove the 
seven miles by car. 


home by the 
estimated her 
The Williamson building 
ucd at $10,000 
The Arc w 
8 n. m. 


usf under (oniol b, 


< <‘fi igrrating unit wa* ignited from 
.* coal stove Also summoned was the Rutland 

Cronin tan! the stove wa* Mown Fire department, under Chief Al- 

I into the air. with one h g landing H. Koltonski. which* after lta 

on * can of entire About It! dozen arrival stood by in case the Are got 

1 » ggs were broken and »rvr<ai bol- oul of control. * 

tics smashed in the *hake-ui of his. Erwin Corey, a mail carrier, was 
! stock caused by the explosion, he *mmig the Ant to discover the Are, i 


Forest 
Burns 10 
On Pine 



!added. 

The exploding gas also ripped up 
new floor covering andj pulled 
plaster ofT the wall in several, places. 
'The buildirvg is owned by Joseph 
1 S. Bavis of $1 West street. 


at 6:30 a m. He saw smoke and Are 
pouring from under the roof of the 
Bartholomew store and immediately 
notified Bartholomew. 

Barthowomew. » World War II 
veteran who only 18 months ago had 
rentsd the store from C. J. Wjlilam- 
son. damned !o the store In hii night* 
clothing and overcoat. He waa able 
only to save the chest containing his 
accounts. 

The Are, he said, appeared to have 
started on the second floor used lot* 
storage. The cause waa undeter¬ 
mined. 


About 70 ncres of young trees and 
brush on Pine hill burned over 
yesterday in two Ares which began 
at 4'06 p. m. 

The fires, one north of the old 
stonecrusher and one south, burned 
an erea of about five acres each. 

Four Rutland firemen and two 
athej men extinguished the blaze 
by 7:48 p. m. 

CapL James J. Rke of th* Are 
department said that many young 
spruce and scotch pine trees were 
uurned. The Are spread over a 
.large area but was never cut of 
control as the flames did not .reach 
great heights. 

Rice said that he thought chil-. 
Urcn may have started the blaze. 
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DECEMBER 26, 1949 

Fire Damage 
To Be Fixed 


FEBRUARY 21, 1949 


#ome Gutted in ChrU rfias Day 
Blaze to Be Repaired 
Rum Into Thousands, 


brlrv 

liar truck*, off-duty *nd 


1Upairs to the home of Charles H. 
kslin at 33 East Conor street, 
extensively damaged In • Chrlst- 

• Day fire, are planned to start 
soon as possible. 

The BrLalini and their 
o}d daufhtor, Catherine 
Lvinf temporarily with 
ip's brother-in-law and 
d Mrs. Howard Jonas < 

•in avenue, i * 

Demafe to the two-stir 
U estimated to rur 
etal thousand dollars. 

The Are started in the 
abd had fiined coneldei 
e ay before Mrs. Brlslln 
and called the Are 
11:00 p. rd. 

A general alarm was 
Ihree minutes later. 


three-yesr- 
Ann, are 
tire. Brls- 
ILiter. Mr. 
2d Jack- 


y frame 
into aev- 


baiemenl 
head- 
liacovprcd 

4***1 


ruble 


qepsrf 


rapt 11: 


The blase, starting in 
ehd of the house, swept 
a tlc In several places 
partitions. 

Firemen, working 
aJnoke-AUad house, ope 
in two rooms on 
lA order to get at the 
JFour lines. Including . 
hose, were used to Aght 
The release was soun 
, although the last 
reach the station 


the south 
up to the 
through the 


n>t 

Pt 


dir 


th<I 


Mrs. Brlslln ssid the 
tlflr guests were pr< 
i eve for Christmas 
tr tUUva's home when 

discovered. 

Firemen ssid that car 
l ig waS the Probable ca 
ase. * I 
A furnace explosion at 
l4o greenhouse at 154 Spifu 
Saturday et 9:1ft p. m. c 

Th^hlmngy of the 
4#wn ott and the doo 
but *thb furnace 
firemen 
said the exp 
jfobehiy caused by faul 
m department made 
to -fee home of 
I Me adow street 
xel Ibr a ghimney Are. 


Peter 

Sundiy 


An attempt to drhre along the 
rWd with the, hand brake on calMd 
out to 1)0 W<xx 
avenue [at t:9i p. m. Satuy- 
The can, owned 1 y Robert 
King el Proctor, was not aArf. 


, : uj. 


rung In 
glng out 
call Ar#- 


y In the 
hed partl- 
»ach floor 
flie 
LAO 


did 


feet Of 
the blaxa. 

at 1:42 
truck did 
jntll 2:09 

fkmlly and 

I t® 

ner st a 
Are was 


fu 


el ess amok- 

use of the 

the Prat- 
ce street 
s|ised little 

nact was 

blown 
taeif wu 
skid. 

•I xalon 

y timing, 
a qukk 
Abatieil 
at 4:10 
No dam* 


(Tep) Firemen move th., 
drn»« smoke as they battle 
Msie thsi caused several 
dred* of dollars damage a( 
frUr • parish garagr 
day night. Two ram ownri 
thr Sisters of St Joseph 
pushed U» safety from the _ 
Ing building by a group of 
slanders. 

A lone flreman mount* a 
der toward a tmokr-fl 
opening in the garage du 
the struggle to bring the h 
under ronlrol. Origin of the 
ha* not been determined. 


8a lu 


t las« 


by- 


fl^e 


Fire Damages 
Two Garages 


Two Cars Destroyed, Two 
ers Pushed From St. 

Parish Building. 

Tuts of unknown origin, < auied 
considerable damage to t^vo g irsges 
in Rutland Saturday and rr lulled 
in the destruction of two car 
Two vehicles owned by thr Sis 
ten of St. Joseph were pusl cd 
safety out of the blazing [arage 
naar the St. Peter’s rectory 5atur 
day evening by a^roup of by Hand¬ 
ers. 

A third car, owned by th< Rev. 
Gerald T. Buckley, luckily e caped 
destruction because it ws | 
parked In Its accustomed sp ice lh 
the part of the garage which b timed 
The Are apparently starred 
the lumber stored in the cell 

flared up rapidly on the sou _ 

west outside walls of the bu lding. 

Firemen, called at 7.30 p. 11 . had 
to contend with considerable tmoke 
before extinguishing the blaz \ with 
two lines of hose. The release was 

sounded at 10:02 p. jn. 

Ftre Chief Alfred Of. Kotonaki 


in 
r and 
h and 


estimated damage st soverafhun 


Will Examine 
Fire Causes 

i /• * 

* . f- ’ 

Chief Koltonski to Check Blaze 
That Damaged Empty House 
Saturday Night. 


An Investigation of the fire which 
damaged an unoccupied home at 64 
North street late Saturday night 
, will be started today, Fire Chief 
Alfred H. Koltonski said yesterday. 

Chief Koltonski was inclined to 
blame Haloween pranksters for the 
North street blaze is well as the 
three false alarms which the de¬ 
partment answered over,the week* 
end. , I 

The fire appeared to hive been 
started on the floor near s window 
of the converted shed. 

The flames weVe discovered 
promptly by Ernest J. Lessor of 
60 North street, who phoned the 
fire department at 11:30 p. m. 

Damage wai eonflned to the in¬ 
side of the building, which was 
scorched. 

Three falle box alarms turned In 
during the late hours of Saturday 
night and early Sunday morning 
, were: [ Bog 33, comer of Curtis 
avenue and Horton street, st 11:33 
p. m.; Box 35, comer of East and 
East Washington streets, st 12:10 
a. m.j and Box 14, comer of Church 
and Williams street, at 12:20 a. m. 



'dred dollars. In addition to the 
scorched walls of the building, 
some water damsge was done to 
church property Stored there. 

The Rev, Robert F. Joyce, pas¬ 
tor of St. Peter's church, who drove 
his car out of a nearby garage when 
he heard the flames crackling, paid 
tribute at services yesterday to the 

efforts of the Are and police depart¬ 
ments. 

Two cars were rendered 'a total 
loss in s flaming garage at 146 
Woodstock avenue*early Saturday 
morning. 

The vehicles Were owned by 
Holla M Jasmin of 146 Wooditnck 
avenue and Robert Lloyd of 130 
Wdodstock avenue 
Firemen, summoned at 1:40 a. m . 
found the garage enveloped in 
flames and had no chance to re¬ 
move the cars. 

The Art was discovered almost 
simultaneously by Mrs. Rolls M 
Jasmin and Mrs. Geraldine Lloyd, 
who telephoned the station, and by a 
passing motorist, who pulled box 
24. 

The torrid blue melted handles 
off the car doors and 4ft the 
frame building badly charrel on the 
Inside. 

Firemen Investigated the p Abil¬ 
ity that the Are had started from 
one of the two vhlcles. bit were 
not able to determine the cause 
definitely. 

The damage. Ihcluding )om of 
the two cars, was estimated at more 
than $1600. 


& / s /+ * 


Quiet, Please! 


No Arrwnrks. Plea™* 1 
Fire Chief Alfred M. Kulton- 
ski issued a warning to Rutland 
youngsters yesterday that hie. 
works are against the law in 
Vermont, adding that offenders 
are liable to prosecution. 

Chief Koltonski said during 
the past week hr rerclvrd ir 
ports from local irsldcnt* (hut 
youngsters havr*t>ecn shooting 
off firecracker* In anticipation 
of July 4. 


Bad Habits 


Smoking is a bad hahll if 
you're only 10 years old. and 
throwing lighted cigarettes in 
trash plies is a bad habit at any 
agf, three unidentified young¬ 
sters learned yesterday. 

Firemen were called at 3:09 p. 
in. to extinguish a Are in a trash 
bln in the alley behind the 
Economy stpre, between Mer¬ 
chants Row and Evelyn arrest, 
Neighbors reported that three 
boys "just about big enough to 
hold the cigarettes’' had been 
observed smoking on a platform 
above the trash bin shortly be¬ 
fore the blaze broke ouL 

The Are caused only slight 
damage to two window frames 
m the rear of the store build- 
in g. 


Roof Fire At 
Patch Wegner 
Extingui shed 


Fire on the roof of the P.iirh 

Wegner pkint st 36 Howe atree 
yesterday afternoon caused on!) 
very minor damage, according tc 
A remen »nd company officials. 

The blaze atarted from spnrki 
thrown out of the plant smokestack 
during “pouring off" operations. 

Firemen said company employes 
normally posted to guard against 
Are during the pouring off had 
nearly extinguished tha blare by 
ths time the three pieces of equip¬ 
ment arrived. 

The firemen. called at 231 p m , 
took over the hosoa from the com¬ 
pany flreflghtert and Anished the 
job 

G. Keen Chaffee’, secretary of the 
Arm. said that minor repairs will 
be required for the corner of the 
roof burned. 

Firemen also answered a call at 
1:36 p. m. to 112 Crescent street, 
where sparks from an incinerator 
caused minor damsge to a small 
»hed owned by Ernest Rove and a 
boat and trailer owned by John 
Ptscopo. 
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llrralri Photo — Meru*i. 

EXPIRED? NOT QITTK! Fireman Fddy Earle irlght), madr 
ditty by Inhaling 1 «m» murh imokr while IIk!• tl»»c the fire In Lynne* 
%ho|i on Merchant* How la*t nlghl Mumbled from the store and 
leaned against a parking meter a % he gulped fre*h air Into hi* 
lung* The meter ‘expired’* llag w»»* up hilt Parle wa* only out of 
Action for a few momenta. At left lx Fireman Franrl* Walxh. 


y/a ?/y $ 


Fire Damages 
RR Building 



Store Hit By 
$7000 Blaze 


Hundreds View Early Even¬ 
ing Fire at Lynne’s Shop on 
'Merchants Row. 


Smoky Bla/r Threatening Oth¬ 
er Buildings Extinguished 
After Hour Baltic. 

A smoky, smoulder in* ftre In n 
coal storage shed In the Rutland 
railroad yards—which posed a deA-* 
nitc threat to the adjoining black¬ 
smith shop and other nearby build- 
inns—wan extinguished with small 
damage yesterday. 

Fire-Aghting crews of the central 
fire station and railroad hod the fire 
nut at 3:50 p m. afler an hours 

struggle with the Inaccessible blpre. _ 

The loss will not exceed $500. Al¬ 
an T. Danver. chief engineer, said 

utter an iMpKlwn. ^ 'hC |-h«r r rd dPpar , mf . nt laid another 

buildin* Chief domnfc resulted to ^ an<| y on ,.. ha | f . lnch )lnn to , dd 

the roof . !o xwn already laid by reread 

Arc-fighters and also poured water 


Fire originating In tha rear atock- 
room of Lynne*! women’s apparel 
•hop at 41 Merchants Row caused 
an estimated $7000 damage early 
laat night. 

Firemen. battling the blaze 
through denae clouds of black 
smoke in near-aero temperatures, 
confined the flames to tha stock¬ 
room. but smoke spread through the 
entire building and into adjoining 
buildings on each side. 

Called at 6:30 p. ro . fireman 
fought the blaze for more than an 
hour with four pieces of equip¬ 
ment 

Call and off-duty firemen were 
called to the scene by the general 
alarm and off-duty policemen were 
called out to assist In handling traf- 
Ac and keeping back the hundreds 
of spectators who were attracted 
to (he amoklng store. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonskl 
said that the cause of the blaze had 
not been determined. The Investi¬ 
gation will be continued today, he 
said. 

The Are wss discovered by Mrs. 
Florence Tyler, manager of the 
Hollywood Beauty Shop at 43 Mer¬ 
chants Row, and her customer. Mrs. 
Marie W. Lundell. manager of ths 
Millinery Manufacturing company, 
located on the north side of 
Lynne‘1. 

Mrs. Tyler tad Mrs. Lundell 
smelled smoke about 6:16 p. m., but 
at Arst thought It came from the 
adjacent bsrber Shop. 

Louis Kraft of Boston, owner of 
the store, and other employes hid 
left only a half an hour befort the 
blaza was discovered after unpack¬ 
ing stock. 

Kraft said ha could not give sn 
Immediate estimate of his loss and 
did not know whether It Is covered 
by Insurance. The store may be 
able to re-open iodey. he said. 

Walls of the stockroom were 
badly chsrred. and water and 
smoke damage in the store was 
extensive. All windows in the two- 
story building were knocked out 
by Aremsn In order to clesr It of 
smoke. 

Smoke damage was also reported 
In the Iannettl tailor shop and Wal- 
bridge Insurance office, both located 
upstairs in the building. 


l w /W1 


The nneient struclurr. formerly 
part of the machine shop* hut now 
used chiefly for storage, will proh- 
ably not bo entirely restored, rail¬ 
road officials stated. The loss Is rov- 
cred by insurance. 

The Hre was believed to have 
started from a spark from a torch 
used in cutting M*r.ip steel in a car 
on the siding next to the building 
The blaze spread rapidly In the 
dry wood under the tin roof, pro¬ 
ducing clouds of smoke which 
quickly filled ihe shed and drifted 
Into the adjoining shop. 

The operator of the torch. Rod¬ 
ney SI. John, who hod left Ihe Job 
for a few minutes, noticed smoke 
coming from under the eaves and 
begnn laying line from one of the 
railroad's hydrant*. 

Box 55 was turned in si 2 45 p 
m. by Gordon Cutler, one of the 
shop foremen, who also noticed 
smoke. * . _ 


f" 

in 


booster lines. 

Viremen said Ihe dry. punk* 
wood burning under the tin roof 
plus the inaccessibility of the 
building, made the Arc a difflcu! 
one lo*handle. 

Twenty-four city Aremen. includ 
ing 11 extra men called out by the 
alarm, attacked the Arc In addition 
to the railroad force. 

Yesterday's Are was the second 
In 10 days to occur on Rutland rail¬ 
road property. A spectacular blaze 
destroyed part of the Lake Cham¬ 
plain trestle September 18 at an es¬ 
timated loss of $7000. 

Rutland Aremen were called at 
12:37 p. m. yesterday ito the home 
of John R. Canney at 72 Edgerton 
street, where a grass! Are Ignited 
from an Incinerator spark* wai ex¬ 
tinguished without damage. 


Home Damaged 
By Fire Started 
By Blow Torch 


About $300 Are and water damage 
was done to the Grorge Guyettc 
home at 130 Robbins atrecl yester¬ 
day when Are from a blow torch 
being used to remove paint, ate into 
partitions and mushroomed into the 
attic. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonskl 
said paint was being removed from 
the outside of the house. The Are 
was discovered after the work had 
been stopped. 

Mrs. Guyctte was at home at the 
time. The alarm was received at 
13:41 p. m. 

Two trucks answered the call, 
returning to the station at 1:25 p. m 

The house is owned by the Foley 
Laundry company. 


Fishman Store 
Fire Proves 
ToBc All Smoke 




Two Are engines answered a call 
at Fishmans store on Merchants 
Row at 9:02 a. in yesterday to And 
that a smoke-Alled basement had 
been caused by piper burned In *» 
hot water heater 

Fire Chief Alfred 11. Koltonskl 
said the basement Ailed with smoke 
because of heavy air pressure. Em¬ 
ployes thought a serious Arc hAd 
broken out. 

The Aremen also answered a call 
to North Grove street property 
owned by Henry W. Clement near 
the Rutland Country club. A small 
grass Are hsd already been extin¬ 
guished when they arrived. The 
call came at 1:49 p. m. 


■6 / + i w 7 


Fire Interrupts 
Fating Schedule 
At Apartment 

I 

F g/r fstmlu** h«id their me;i!> in- 
v mpicd ye/*rrdav when a <mal! 
veiUr A»»- threatened the large *p. 
putmerit building at 47 Gran? av¬ 
enue yesterday. 

Given n»<**t rau •• fn r alarm was 
Fireman Cha* f McGinn;.*, who 
j live* in the blurt,n: w ith h * f 

ply and w yn * on duty a*. • ie rtro 
MaMon at f* 05 p m the tune of the 
alarm, 

\ small . *u»unt -moke damage 
wit* caused in s f* w of the apart-I 
•ticots in l he building, own«d by 
Norman Bartlett of 133 Grove 
, Kit eel. 

The Air started when the furnace 
became dixcunnected and the heat 
from the open smoke pipe ignited 
the floor Joist in the cellar. 

Engine* 1 and 3 which answered 
the alarm were back wtlhiq 30 
minutes. 



. JULY .21. 1949. 

Motor Fire At 
Laundry Proves 
Stubborn Blaze 


Fire id 4 motor jt the plant of 
Foley s Lauhdcrer* arid Cleaners. 
33 Merchants Row. was quenched 
by the Are department yesterday 
afternoon after considerable diffi¬ 
culty 

Fii *Ticn used carbon dioxide to 
extinguish the worst of the blaze 
when they were cslled at 4.57 p. in., 
but the Are persisted in the lint- 
lllled interior of the motor. 

A mechanic employed by Foley's. 
Erwin U. West of 77 Stratton load, 
injured a Anger while dismantling 
the motor to enable the Arcm4n to 
get at the blaze 

The Are, caused by overheating 
or a static spark, was confined to 
the motor, Aremen said. 
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Barrel explosion 

71 1 * 

Decapitates Rutland 
Boy; 4 Oth ers Escape 

\% w 


12-Ycar-Old Robert Lynch 
Insutitly Killed as •Fumes 
Arc Ignited in Nearly- 
Empty 55-Galjon Drum. 

• , 1 

Brother Hurt 

| ' i j—- f , 

Francis Lynch, 14,:burned 
by Hot Tar Spaticred by 
Blast, Saved ty ,One of 
His Companions 

I 

*A twelve-year-old Rutland youth 
«u decapitated anri ftnir other 
boys asclptd aerioui hijm In a 
weird baW*l expta ion (Jiear the 
School txitii playgrjun^ Saturday 
• fca the Wogit of the liabor Day 

. week-end accident! ! I; 

The de^d youth—jRoh4ft Lynch, 
ton of Mr, and Mr#. Francis P. 
Lynch o t M Cher y dtreet—wai 
killed lmtajnlly wb4n J! 55-gallon 
tar drum auddenly blew^sky high 
while he i md four ot iera *at around 
It reading domic bodies. }’ 

Hxa 14- regr-old bother Francis, 
enyulfed in flamej :rraMd by the 
•paltered hot Ur. v aa solved from 

P ieibU death whei a tfi^rd youth 
ocked him to he abound to 
■mother yid Are. 

Robert wka elttlni; wifi hla back 
to the drum smoking k cigarette 
when the explosion ©ccLrx»d short - 
ly before aoon. a< cord <g to the 
tiory the other y<uthi Hold local 
polk#. 

Killed nitantly t y the bleat, his 
i body wai Rung 10 feet ft y the Im¬ 
pact. Hi i i4c u 11 an 1 ctl<r part* of 
th# head hurh d 70 f et beyond 
thf body, j 

J , The bu -nlng Fts ids. i antic with 
fear v dial ted out t >war 1 the play¬ 
ground wltjh Robert Inmano, 14, 
•on of Mr- and Mra Salvatore 
Romano >f!)5 Format air pet. in hot 
pursuit 

Reaching f him. llomin knocked 
the panldkyi Franca fro the ground, 
ripped hU jahirt < ft hit back and 
rilled hi n to the tend ii an effort 
1 <|t smother jibe flafnec 
Franci# um tiken Jimi.** 
tested for back hpjrpf iu »•• ♦! fioin 
tie hot asphalt wlkhLrto/ • *1 m im* 
iy after thr blfffTf 
ne f^ree othe# you U» 
nifda. 15. eon! of Mr «r*«t Mi» 
Vincent Bernardo of H*. F»»r»ai 
atrjeet, Keith Ja»f4e«> U «*f Mr 
ankl M”i Nicholas J »»f .V7 

Fort it Itreet, aid Ramano 
splaahed with tat but 4 #car#e»| or, 
injured 

Fire Chief Alfred R, K'*l'or,.fci 
• aid the cxploaicln w *a‘< aus« d from 
a apark which Hinted in H»« 

drum hx*h. cciniain«%t !*•*• than 
three gallon* of paphab; 




tf* 
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TlfCIR 11ICK HE1 J> OUT: Robert Romano, 14. and Vincent 
Tternardo. 1$, a a they poked after being splattered with Ur on Hal- 
iirday In the tragedy ’vhleh took the life of a Companion. Robert 
Lynch. 12. son of Mr. i nd Mm. Francis F. Lynrh of Cherry street, 
when a 55-gallon rfrufi rnnUInlng Ur exploded. (PboU bf HUU 
Trooper Kenneth t’letr Her.) 
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Eight Seek 


t> 


New Home 


Lyncus Todrilf Family With 
Relatives After Flames De¬ 
stroy Their Home. 

A family of fight persons, Includ- 
ing a year-old baby, who fled to 
safety early Saturday morning why 
their two-story home on the Cold 
Kivrr road was destroyed by Are. 
looked for a new home yesterday. 

Mr. and Mr#. Ljmeui L. Todrlff 
and their aix children were left 
practically without clothing or 
household furnishings by the un¬ 
impeded blaze. 

Rutland firemen, called at 2 38 a. 
nv. were helpless to hall the flames, 
although they remained on duty 
until 5 a. m. to sec that the fire 
did not spread beyond the houie. 

No water Is available at the house, 
and Ihe flames had made rapid 
headway by the time Arcmcn ar¬ 
rived. 

The blaze started in an adjoin¬ 
ing shed from an unknown cause. 

Mrs. Todriff and five of the chil¬ 
dren found temporary shelter at 
the home of her mother. Mrs. Susan 
Ooumouchel of Healdvillc. 

Todriff, a painter, was itaying 
with his father, Solomon, at 100 
Wales street. 


The oldest daughter, Blanche, 13, | 
resides at the home of James A. 
Allen of 205 Mussoy street, but was 
at her parents* home when the Are 
brnku ouL 

Mrs. Todriff was awakened by the 
sound Of flames crackling In the 
shed. 

Tossing the two buckets of water 
handy on the doors. Todriff brought 
the children out safely frofn the sec¬ 
ond floor of .tfic house 

One of the girls was sent to the 
homo of a neighbor to call the Arc 
department. 

A bed and a radio were virtually 
this only articles salvaged from the 
burning five-room frame building. 
A nearby bam was not threatened 
by the blaze. 

The house is owned by the estate 
of Col. H. Edward Dyer. 

The children with their mother 
in Hcaldville are Shirley, 12; 
Patricia, 0; Cary. 6; Rcbccca, 3, 
and Lyneus, jr., L 


The vapors wfrr c?Fi* sd n. 

t in Which had * • 11c; 

drum a & rr.on. ir.fc 1" ' '' ^ r 

generated from a lujijid sab a. 
naphtha or gasoline ujfld a* a ‘hi 
ner for the aapnall. 

A SK-Iiwh ertuk r 't* 

edge of the barrel i *::•#*• *1 H** 

fumes fo e*< *pd and «4v»nla» t a<#n.» | 

•park, probably‘frotii*:lo- r.c* ’* 
the Are chief .«*id 

Reconstructo»g |he : ii agr r| v. !*•< 

he# Chief J. Ftfd Cal5»n» -d n* 
four play/natea Were fj| a # er| n« u • 
woodpile, and drum fM.n) I# . J«* 
•eph C'Offi of: 72 hoo; #•»«♦! 
whoss home i» cm ot# aide of th» 
poblie playground. 

A maun thrown Into the diuii. 

or i spark frorif tlr cigaiei'r ig¬ 
nited the fumeJarji exploded the. 
drupi 

The barrel shbl U. in the air In 
a height of abui^ 304 feet and ram* 
•pinning down, j latjpmg abotit 


feet 


away on tBe at 


»-iM. 


KOBltRT iilNC’H. 

The falling ldrum|pearly hit Al 
bort Surrell. j|-. ,20. ion of Mr and 
Mra * Albert $bfrel| of fll Si bool 
•trtel. who Stopped his bicycle 
when he hear4 hefttdonation. 
the spinning reT in the an a, lf | 
made a dash (hr safety 
The blast w/u» loirjrat that il w,.v 
hesnf a quaijteri of p mile distant 
and cracked |heny»rl>W* cap on lb**’ 
chimney of OiofTi slhprnr Cinffi and 
»Othfb fteatr/l in {the home were 
shaken by trfe noil* j 
Following^ the Jewlosion. Cboffi 
ran Out of tne houje.fgavr ihe alarm 
and |aucre(S|ed Id fmothrnng the 
Are which »rt th< 1f>-f«»ot woodpile 

W jf 1 ,rurk,{ arriv- 

ed the Are/Was 0 W smouldering. 
CWef’CWrbine he w'rxild send 

• sample Of the a pnalt to a labora¬ 
tory! for knaly#! I From Ihis. ihe 
type! of volatile Ii iifnes may be de- 

• -ined j I / 

I the four sur- 
br questioned 


' 


Ca^blnr/j also 
vividf laps wt 

fufUler ii) an atjiUpt to clarify the 


teale city health 
ission to remove 

recently used , 
if garage drive- J 


mytlcriovs erp 
Dt Cb rlet d! 
o/ftdrr, g we per it 
WOWdy 
Thr •< [>h*li V»J 
by CiofTi io ii, 

A noth, youihjl-^rapmK possible 
■Mlh in he evpiision w»s Domm- 
kJDntil. 13. *>nj|r>( Mr and Mrs 
A. )«ry °s|74 School street. 
° w »» ‘ittidk rH top of the drum 
•illy • rn nuta hefflre the explosion. 

A colic ‘tlnn f(#4 the dead bov’i 
fhth#r. w»o *li i 
or ahited 
• Opuld of F.lm i 
It located on Lyt 
m# roi to Inc 
•kl ChtrtJh. 

■H Groi e, itr 

•venue 

Robert tnomaf fli nch wu born 

on August 22. 1938, an 1 was a sev- , 
enth grade student a St. Peter’s 
school lie was a mertber of Boy 
Seoul Tr >op 6. 

Hq ia % irvived by three brothers. 
Francis, rhpmas and . oseph; three 
sisters, Pnoqbc M., Mai garet K. and 
Rotapne C ; a grandf* ther. Joseph 
Dongr; and his pnl*ents 
The body was taker to the Mc¬ 
Donald Funeral home, vhere il will 
remain until today at a. m. when 
funeral services will b‘ held at St 
Peter’s church Burial will be in 
Calvgry cemetery. 


[letter carrier, is 
iy Dr. William 
t, whose home 
i*S route 

les Elm. Chext- 
ttagf Williams 
i and Kendall 
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(Under $2 5 00 

Threatening Blaze in Ber¬ 
wick and Singer Store 
Controlcd in 25 Min^jjf. ‘ 

department Praised 

fj^fwork bylhe Rutland K^re de¬ 
partment whichtrought praise frorq 
State Fire Marshall Chaster M, 
Kirby; who was here on what had 
be&i planned as a routine i inspec¬ 
tion* trip,. JbeldT ip less, than $2500 
the total estimated damage from a 
ftre :4 whfamhreatened the west wing 
of the Hotel Berwick yesterday 
morning. 

First reported shortly before 10 
a. m. by employes of the Singer 
Sewing Machine company, whose 
sales and service shop is on the west 
end of the street floor, and almost 
simultaneously by hotel employes, 
thp‘ blaze mushroomed under the 
second floor and through partitions, 
causing volumes of dense smoke 
through which the few hotel guests 
still in their rooms all made their 
way safely to the stairs or eleva¬ 
tor. 

Chief Alfred H. Koltonski, ar¬ 
riving with the first appan#us, im¬ 
mediately ordered the whistle alarn^ 
sounded from box 45* at Center^ 
and Wales streets, summoning all 
off-duty and extra men. ^ 

Tearing^up flooring in a second- 
floor passageway and ripping open 
partitions in two rooms on the sccA 
ond floor at the west end of the 
building, as well as in -the corre¬ 
sponding third floor roon\s. firemen 
used four lines of inch and a half 
hose and two booster lines in bring¬ 
ing the fire under control within 
25 minutes of their arrival. 

They remained for nearly another 
hour, checking up on all passible 
remaining danger spots. The “all 
out” whistle was sounded at 11:30 a. 
m., an hour and 33 minutes after 
the alarm had been turned in. 

Hotel employes not only notified 
every known , tenant by telephone 
as soon as the first warning had 1 



Km Miner rhoto. 

Center street was blocked by the Hutland Fire departments entire supply of. equipment—, tm- 
eept for Eng!n«,3. laid up since an accident last week—as firemen worked fast yesterday morning * 
bring under control a blaze which at first threat ened the entire west wing of the Hotel Berwick 


beenjjiven the offig* and S 
board in. the lobby, but cYery-roqm 
in the hotel was checked in person. 
All guests were able to descend 
safely to street level, either by the 1 
stairway or^elevator, Manager Rich-V 
ard (Iff. Henderson reported in prais 
ing ffle prompt work of his staff. 

Alter the fire wad/but and he had 
hacT time to inspect the damage, 
Henderson agreed with; an earlier 
estimate o&Joss made by Chief Kol¬ 
tonski, naming $150<FidHhe probable 
amount. NIT* ‘ • 

in the wuta Singer 
after giving alarm. wdrkctUto 
move stock and equipment 1 
from thfcdanger area. With tl<aid 
of salvage covers brought by , fire * 
imeri, water and smoke dama^was 

held to a mii^onim, 
store manager, stated »last 
' placing his company’s 
i loss at “between $500 and i 

land bringing the total estir ^? ted 
damage from the blaze and its after- 
Umath to $2500 or less. „ 

V Baafept for smoke and consider- 
'BRrwater which dripptd 
lot no damage was done 1 

wick House Barber shop, next dooc 
.to the Singer establishment a** 
several customers were *1 

tended in the chairs more than half 
an hour before the firemen had 
finished picking up their equipment 
Actual damage was confined to a 
relatively smaU ®«t ot the 
ture and, alter the initial excite¬ 
ment. the hotel, its employes and 
tmesis returned to an almost nor 
mal routine/^So far as could be 
learned last night, no personal ef¬ 
fects of any guests were damaged. 



Herald Photos. 

ABOVE: Firemen atick their 
heads out through broken win¬ 
dows for fresh air after check¬ 
ing through the second f• t 
rooms over 8egale's restaurant 
In yesterday's early morning 
fire. 
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Kirby jtpd Chief Koltonski spent! 
much oy t the afternoon checking; 
the cause of the blaze, but announc¬ 
ed later that they had not, as yet, 
been able to determine ks orignjl 
Kirby, who came here to make 
a series of "routine" inspections 
yesterday, called the local deparV 
ment's work in quelling the Class 
*‘One of the best ^stops' I ever .aavrf 
Chief Kokonski himself admitted 
that when,he first saw the large 
volume of smoke and the location ’ 
and size of the.blaze between the! 
first floor celling and second floor,' 
he though the entire wing might be 
destroyed and that °we would be 
^ucky to save any of the hotel,, 
especially considering the high wind j 
land severe cold." 

KL -LJJU- 
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Fire Damage 
Put at $5000 


C»icj>c Dripping on Stove He 
lievctl Cause of Blaze in 
Segale's Restaurant. 

Flic Chief Alfred 11 Koltonski 
declared yesterday that the fire 
which started e.»rly yesterday morn¬ 
ing in Segale's cafe at 31 Center 
street nnd damaged three adjoining 
establishments, was caused by 
gtr.uc from a frying basket drip¬ 
ping down un a burner that bad 
been left on after the restaurant 
closed. 

Damage, must of »t at S»*g.ile‘a, 
was estimated at $5000 

According to Chief Kullonakl Uit 
blaze, for which the first alarm 
came at 2 23 a m. spread up an 
open stairway ami traveled along 
the celling, damaging three estab¬ 
lishments to the east Smoke and 
water lo*s *as suffered in the rear 
»»f Cereghhio'i restaurant, in the 
lilrl Scout rooms above Ccrcgtilno>, 
Mild lit the slor.tge room of H K. 
Ingalls above the Hartford bonk- 
Mnrr 

InsjHtrtors who surveyed the res¬ 
taurant vese inlay morning said 
thiA* found a gas Jet still open un¬ 
der what had been a basket for 
cooking French fricgl potatoes. 
They speculated that grease from 
the basket had dripped down on 
Uie flames some time after the res¬ 
taurant closed at 11:30 Thursday 
evening and sparked the conflaffa- 
tion. 

Damage ut Cereghlno’a was not 
extensive. The restaurant opened 
,for business yesterday morning. 

Flames damaged the kitchen and 
seared paint and fixtures in the 
front of Segi»le‘s. 

Chief Koltonski said the restau¬ 
rant w m checked by Inspectors the I 
day before the fire. Only one tag 
was placed there, he said, and It I 
was due to faulty wiring in the I 
basement rather than to any defl- ^ 
ctences in the kitchen where the 
fire started 

No damage was reported at J C 
Penney s. next store to the west 
of Segale's, It was reported In yes¬ 
terday s Herald that smoke had en¬ 
tered the store. A fire wall sep¬ 
arates the store from the Segale 
building. 

The fire was kept Inside at all 
times by the Rutland Fire depart¬ 
ment. which buttled the fire for 
two hours and 11 minutes with 
four lines, two from Center ^ireet 
and two leading from Willow street 
to the rear otf the building. 

Both on-duty and call firemen an-1 
awered Un alarm, believed first 
given by John Schollnr of 110 State | 
street. Herald mall room employe,! 
who saw the fire while driving to 
work along Center street. Donald 1 
T. Hubbard of 109 North Main, 
street* another Herald roorh em-, 
ploye, saw flamej from the rear of J 
th% building while driving along! 
Willow street Hubbard told Robert 
J. O’Shea of 31 West Street, also em¬ 
ployed in The Herald mail room, 
who called an operator and was 
told that the alarm had already 
been sounded. 
































































Fire ‘Sweeps 
Segale’s Cafe 


I Kxicm of Damage. Unknown 
Bur Smoke and Water Lons 1 
Thought Severe. 

Rutland firemen hn■ 1 a fire n t 
Series restaurant under con¬ 
trol iti d oVIork fh in morning’. 

Ori^imof tin* fin* ami extent 
of the damage wa* nut deter¬ 
mined. While no flum «*n were 
'tsible from Outer street, m 
ra^iiiK blaze in ih«- kitehrn 
could be seen from the rear of 
the building. 

On-duty ti return had gained 

entrance to rtie Mitoke-flllctl #5rnt 
floor and wi re breaking into the 
upper story when call firemen 
HUinmoned by the tire whistle 
arrived a I Mie seen#* 

1 Willi the north side of Ou¬ 
ter street threatened by the 
blaze, all of the department's 
equipment brought to the 
j fire. 

• Ah the *nioke b«*trnn to die 
down sinirtlv after 3 a 'm , it 
was nhvioiis that ihe entire in¬ 
side nl the liiiiiihny was dam¬ 
aged, In fir*- lo*at nr smoke. 

Uen\ \ hiae.k smoke from I lie 
restntirani fire poured into the 
Ed. IV IVnney store on ihe west 
‘ and into < Vrejfhino** restaurant 
and the Hartford bookshop to 
i the east 







RIGHT: Joseph A. Seer/ 
steps from his restaurant after 
Inspecting: the damage, shortly 
after the blaze was subdued. 



















































































Entire Apple 
Crop Lost In 
Mendon Fire 


3500 Bushels Destroyed as 
Storage, Packing House 
Is Razed. 

Owned by Dr. Thomas 

/ /fJV 

Overheated Stove Believed 
to Have Caused Blaze; 
Damage Set at $15,000. 

A season** rrup of apple*, roughly 
3W)0 bltshelt* Wiis consumed by u 
(tre* which destroyed in apple Mur* 
and packing hmi»r at the Mcn- 
don Monti tom Ordumb in Mendon 
yesterday morning, 

Owned hy Dr. John M Thomas 
the ra/rd pat kmc houw and Uir ir- 

cenlly-pitked crop nf McIntosh* 
Northern Spy and Delicious apples 
urrv parttally injured for the Ion* 
estimated at about Sl^OOn 
Rutland flrr department officials 
*4Id iht* blaze probably was caused 
bx »n overheated Move in the pack* 
room nf the LmiMltig'a mam 
fliK>r. A wood lire had been started 
in the furnace about Ham. and 
may have hern left unattended, 
firemen said 

Destroyed by the rire were a 
cold storage refrigeration unit andi 
two three-and-one-ha If horsepower 
electric motor* which supplied the 
power: « farm tractor of the era w I - 
er type, miscellaneous tools and cul¬ 
tivating equipment, and numerous 
empty appleJboxe* and paper Hurra, 
One ftretrurk frufn the Rutland 
department answered an alarm al 
Ji 29 a. m but found the rlre almost 
completely out of control when it 
arrived at the acene. 

The plant U located off US Route 
4. about two mile* Fast of the Rut* 

| r land town line* 

Lack of a good water supply in 
the immediate area hampered fire* 
men. who fVaried to use a small 
aupply from the engine** booster 
tank but sloped when the water 
had little effect on the billowing 
flame*. 

Aided by a strong wind from the 
north, the blue leveled the. build* 
Ing in leaa than an hour. Smoke 
BtlU rtsae from the amoidering ruins 
lata into Uit’Hfnlni. 

Cardboard carton liner* and paper 
“cuahkm* 4 ' uaed for * packing the 
applet were injtmmenlal in spread¬ 
ing the fir* throughout the buiid- 
tnr fireman 

Dr. Thomas said he has a few 
thousand boxes of apples stored In 
New York rily Mom nf the applet 
consumed in the nre were intended 
for sale through Rutland Mores, 
[While a smaller number*were to be 
sold at the orchard's main plant. 

‘■The fire may have pul us out of 
business temporarily* but we hope 
to rebuild in readiness for another 
crop next year. " Dr Thomas slated 
The blare was apparently di*-j 
covered by a pacing motorist who 
Mopped at a near by gasoline station 
and Informed an ailenrtanr The 
latter then called Dr Thomas* j 
home and the fire department was 
summoned 

A former barn. Hie Murage and 
packing house wa* t-t instructed of 
old timber. The lower or basement 
part of the building, once a stable 
was user! as a storage room and 
equipped with s complete refriger¬ 
ation unit The main floor, where 
the fire is believed to have originat¬ 
ed, was used primarily for packing 
and was filled with about 400 empty 
apple boxes, a grading table, and 
paper goods used In packing the 
apples The furnace used In heat 
the upper part of the structure was 
located at the weal end of the room 
Ray Hulburt* orchard manager, 
said no one was In the building 
when the fire broke out* He said I 
the orchard employes began filling 
s building about six weeks ago 
had just about finished the lob 
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Fire Destroys 
House, Barn 


Sailor Overcome Hauling Fam¬ 
ily Items From Burke Home 
Near Castieton. 


Sntokt wm *tm rifbi* yeiterday 
from the rulni of the brick bout* 
and barn of Mr* and Mn, Thomas 
Burk* east of Clftletoa on Routt 
4 which burned late Saturday 
night with an almoit total iota of 
eontentr 

On* mm wag overcome by 
smoke, 

Cause of the Are was not de¬ 
termined. Paosera-by who noticed 
flame* on the roof of the barn en¬ 
tered the house to route the sleep¬ 
ing Burkes. 

When the Castieton fire depart¬ 
ment arrived the barn and attach¬ 
ed a beds were enveloped in flam ea. 
Firemen were frustrated in tbeir 
altempu to save the house by the 
failure of their A re pump to oper¬ 
ate. A wooden section at the rear 
of the house caught Are from the 
barn, and shortly the whole house 
was on Are. 

Rutland firemen, called about an 
hour after the fire was Aral no¬ 
ticed, did not arrive until the house 
was almost gutted, 

A few objects, inch as chairs, ■ 
table and a refrigerator were car¬ 
ried out of the home. Everything 
eUe. including clothing and per- 
son a l effects* was destroyed* The 
barn and sheds contained farm 
tools and email equipment all of 
which was lost, 

Dominic Dazxi, Diana Loyieilt, 
Doreen BalUnUne, all of Rutland, 
and Robert Peterson of Boston, 
pass Ing by In their car when they 
saw the fire, gave the alarm. An¬ 
other early arrival was a WliUams- 
town, Mass*, sailor, Philip Key- 
worth, who In the process of carry¬ 
ing out valuables was overcome by 
smoke* Ha was taken to Rutland 
hospital for the flight The only 
casually reported from the lire, he 
was released In good condition 
yesterday, 4 

Light from the fire glowed In 
tha sky for miles around* Three 
itite police officers were called to 
handle the traffic which piled up 
for almost two mtlei.on either side 
of the scene. 

Not much insurance covered 
either the buildings or their con¬ 
tents, it was reported, 

Heavy equipment such as a trac¬ 
tor end accessories remained safe 
in another bam acroas tha road* 
Engine number 4 of the Rutland 
fire department was sent to the fire* 
Its pump Was used to replace the 
defective one so that water could 
be sent through the CuUeton hose- 
linas* By the time this wsi ac¬ 
complished, however, there was 
nothing left to do but wet down 
surrounding grass and trees. 

The Burkes removed to the near¬ 
by house of their son* William 
Burke* No estimate of damage was 
available, 


fAsslatent Fire Chief Ralph Beane of the RiitUn*f fi, „ - Herald Photo^Merusi. 

Oflhe Dr* tit* wart Kom home y eater day by a boll of ,***»!**# a hale tom la attic 

a freak ratnatoim * 7 7 ot lllhtnl ** which struck with deafening force dor- 


CLANG! CLANG! 

r 

Every time the engines go clanging . 
through the streets, it should be a warn¬ 
ing to you ... a warning that 

• U. S. Savings Bonds * 

• Valuable papers 

• Jowelry 

« 

• Keepsakes 

... should be kept beyond the reach of , 
fire, 9 

You can buy safety ... a box in out 
vault. The cost is only $3.00 a year, pins 
Federal Tax. N 

RUTLAND SAVINGS BANK 

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. 


Bolt Strikes 
Home in City 

Litchfield Avenue House of 
Dr. Stewart Ross Damaged 
During Freak Storm. 


A boil of lightning during ye 
terdaya freak rainstorm ripped In 
an unoccupied house owned by D 
Stewart Rom on Litchfield avenu 
tearing a window casement an 
scorching a few clapboards. 

No Are started from the atrok 
flremcn said. 

Neighbor* startled by the lou 
noise about 1:50 p, m. said the 
saw smoke pouring from attic wir 
dowa r evidently from the flash H 
self. 

The bolt itruck a tree near ih 
bouse, firemen said, and travel]* 
In on an aerial wire. 

Clapboards where the wire la; 
against the house were scorchel 
*nd torn. Part, of a window »hut 
ter were thrown dear into tin 
street. 
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TouristHome 
Is Destroyed 




Herald Photo—MfrusK 

Flames roaring unchecked engulf the Paul Jacobs 1 Mountain View main cabin in Mention shortly af¬ 
ter midnight yesterday. Rutland firemen bad to abandon fighting the fire when water In the booster 
tank was exhausted. Replenished supplies of water were used to protect the smaller cabins. 



































APRIL 20, 1950. 


, Herald Photo— Merual. 

JJ. VfrZT lh .' " r, "^ #B wh,eh '» rt B '« h ‘ «““«■«* *•>«■* »dJolnln C bu.ln— bulldln*. on thr rut 
l&rL r JL**'.!' WM •» *100 000 Thrr, r.Ubll.hmrnU. thr ( on«rr New. 

k h . h P ' i. h I » h . U r . M ‘*" r,Bl O" - ,h * ,UI * »'<Iuor *torr werr burnrd out. Thr btilldln,, wrrr 
°* nrd by Jo—ph Prllerln of Rutland. (Other photo on Page J.) 
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A little 
who '‘wantcC 
looked like” 
day. 

Mrs. Philip Garofano of 54 
Union street, who burned both 
hands as she attempted to beat 
out a ft re in the rear room of 
her home, s#id last night her 
daughter, Janie, “somehow got 
hq)d of somd matches/* | 

Janie gavi htr mothetf the 
above excuse for the ensuing 
excitement. 

The ftre st irted about D a m. 
and Mrs. Gai ofano tried to beat 
out the- Are, notify the ftre de¬ 
partment aid keep her two- 
month-old a>n, Philip, Jr., 22- 
month-old laughter. Amelia, 
and Janie, away from the 
. flames. 

• The Fire department, called 
by a telephone <>j>erator after 
being notified by Mrs. Garofano. 
arrived with enginej one and 
tbaee to exl inguish the Are. 

Damage v as conftned to the 
walls of th e room apd^some 
laundry anfl clothes use& by 
Mrs. Garofino In her attempt 
tb smother |,he flames. 


$100,000Fire Guts 3 

Brandon Buildings 

* W - ■ ■ 

Blocks Housing Stale Liquor Store, White Restaurant, 
Conger News and Gift Shop Destroyed Before Bran¬ 
don, Rutland Firemen Control Flames. 

• 

One Family Forced to Flee 

RRANDON April 10 -A stubborn hU/e that d'Aed *h* effort* of two 
fl.'e departments fur two hours gutted the adjoining Prllerln business 
Mock* on the r «st side of Center street here tonight, doing damage esti¬ 
mated at $100,000 

I: was the thud big ftre in the business district here within 12 years. 
De»tro>rd tonight were thr two-^ 


Sue smelled amok** < timing fi urn I 
the baaertirtil and upon inveatigu 
ti«*n saw flame* Unable to mak** a 
telephone connection from the fr*-B 
laurant. 5hi* ran to the Conger shop 19 
where ahe telephoned m an alarm (1 
The flame* had gotten well under- ■ 
wav before the Brandon Kue <i»*-B 
partment. under Chief Hay Leonard. J" 
lespondcd With two trucks 
When It became evident that the 1 
flames were getting beyond con-1 
t»ol. tlie Rutland department a a* 
•ummone<t One Inieg with a crew I 
of Mien i e«p«iiob*if 

The Itntlaod I»»m k wm driven 
behind Brandon ion on Paik •lirei 
and pumped water on to the rear 
of the flaming building from the 
Nexhobe river. 

Den*e smoke filled the street un¬ 
til about 9 p. m when flames be¬ 
gan to shoot through the roof. Pire- 
m men. with kerchiefs over the lower 
part of their faces, entered the 
buildings again and again with 
streaming hoses in an effort -to 
check the blaze as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. 

North of the burning buildings 
-are the Wagon Wheel restaurant 
and the June Hardware store. Much 
of the furnishings in these two es¬ 
tablishments was removed. 

A quantity of ammunition was 
taken from the hardware store, 
across the street to the town clerk s 
office Matthew and Frank I^iDuke 
operate thr Wagon Wheal restau¬ 
rant. and Carroll June and his son. 
Milton, thr hardware company. 

South of the Prllerln buildings 
I# a vacant lot being readied for 
the erection of a business block and 
an AAP self-service market 
# The News shop is owned by Ralph 
Conger. Howard Hodgson and James 
Ma77areIlo of Rutland operate the 
White restaurant. Manager of the 
liquor store is Elmer Pfenning, who. 
with Frank Miller, was among the 
first persons to arrive on the scene 
after the alarm was sounded. 

Traffic approaching Brandon from 
the south and north was directed 
away from the ftre area by local 
police, assisted by state troopers. 

Hundreds of persons Ailed the 
wide street watching the ftre and 
the efforts of the ftre fighters. The 
blaze wa< not put under control ^ 
until shortly after 11 p. m 
Several years ago the Brandon, 
postoffice building, ju.* south of 
the Pellerin blocks was destroyed 
be Are Twelve years age Ihe Hill[ J 
block, across the street, was leveled. II 
Both were night fires. 


FEBRUARY 19, 1950 

Fire Damages 
Home Here 
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i • 

brick block containing the Cungcrj 

News snd Gift shop, and two one-i _. 

^r/ i / / yti 

story wooden buildings occupied ^ 

U t I Burner 


by the White restaurant and the 
state liquor store. The Gray fam-‘ 
ily U\ing o\rr Ihe news Shop was 
forced to flee from their apart¬ 
ment. 

The property is owned by Joseph 
Pellet in of Huthind 
The enlitr stock of the llquol I 
store, estimated at $?0.igNi. was lost 
Rattling the blaze which burned 
biiakly for nearly two hours before 
.showing Mgns of bring suttflueri 
j weie Ihe Riandmi and Rutland de- 
| par Intents The Middlebuty de- 
I part merit. winch had hern called, 
was at Whiting fighting a ham Are 
The fttr was discovered s', H IS p 
m t»y Mrs Patricia Snow of Rut¬ 
land. a w ail i ess in the White 
lam aril, the center building 
jongin was not determined 


Explosion Docs 
Small Damage 


Smoke damage was the only re¬ 
sult of an oil burner explogion In 
•Jw cellar at the home of Lawrence 
W Mayo of *7 Pine etrert vestrr- 
iVy at 7.12 p ttv 

Smoke pnujrod through the down-' 
ftairs apartment and worked It* 
way up Into the back part of the 
second story tenement. 

Knginej 1 and 3 of the Rutland 
Fire department responded to the 
call, but according to Mrs. Mayo, 
her husband had smothered the 
flames with find before their ar¬ 
rival. The sand in the basement 
was there from construction work 
being done on the house. 

There was no estimate on the 
amount of smoke damage done. 


Firemen Break Into Walls and 
Partitions to (Jet at Early 
Evening Blaze. 

Srvrral hundred dollars damage 
was done by Arc last night to the 
tArce-story house at 123 Robbins 
street owned by Norbert F. Sant 
wire. 

Rutland firemen, called to the 
scene at 6 05 p. m, said the alarm 
wds telephoned in time to prevent 
extensive damage by the blaze, 
which mushroomed up from the 
Second floor celling nearly to the 
roof of the structure. 

Cause of the ftre was not de¬ 
termined. 

The blaze started in a partition 
between the second and third floors. 
Firemen. w»ho used two booster lines 
to extinguish the ftre, had to break 
into the walla and celling of the 
second floor to get at the flames. 

There was some water damage on 
the second floor and slight damage 
to the third floor abartment, Are* 
men said. 

Santwlre occupied the second 
floor, with J. J. Sheehan Hated as 
the third floor resident The first 
floor apartment, occupied by Harr* 
E. Underhill, was (indamaged. 
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Unoccupied , 
House Burns 


<*/ / / r© 


Short Circuit Causes $500 Blaze 
in Building on the-Stratton 
Road. 




A »hort circuit in in unflni«hr(f. 
unoccupied houif »r7 Stntton ro»4 
owned by Herman Smith of 2 Strat¬ 
ton road caused an estimated $500 
Are damage early yeaterday morn¬ 
ing. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski 
aaid the fire, which started in the 
cellar atalrway. was earned by a 
defective baaeboard plug. Stnilh. 
who was out of town at the lime of 
the Are told the Are chief he had 
been using the plug a few day* ago. 
Chief Koltonski stated the wires 
apparently abort circuited and kept 
heating until hot enough to burst 
into Aamea. 

The blaze spread from the stair¬ 
way through a partition between 
the living room and atalrway] and 
through the ceiling. 

Besides Are damage to the liv.ng 
room, celling, attic and floors, smoke 
blackened the entire interior of the 
houae. Chief Koltonski said the 
Are smoldered for a “considerable 
time” before it was*discovered 

A passing milkman. Herbert 
Thompson of 14 Wallace avenue, 
spotted the amoke-Alied house and 
noticed neighbor* who summoned 
the Are department. 

Firemen extinguished the blaze 
in about an hour. Engines 2 and 3 
were out at 6 a. m. and back in the 
atation at 7:06 a. m. \ I . 

A chimney Are was extingulahed 
at an apartment houae at 238 South 
Main street about 11 a. m. yester¬ 
day. No damage resulted froip the 
Are and engine* 1 end 3 were back 
at 11:35 a. m. I - 

Firemen were called about 6:13 
p. m. to the home of Mra. John D. 
Delphi of 34. Jefferson street to 
turn the water off tn a leaking hot. 
water tank. 

Engines 2 and 3 were back in the 
station at 5:40 su m. 

No damage ,w it caused by t 
chlmhey Are at 8:30 p. m. yester¬ 
day at the home of L. A. Branchiud 
of 135 Pearl street Engine 3 was 
beck at the station at 8:57 .p. m. 




Wood Fire? 


A variation of the "man* 
b»tc>-dog theme*' occurred at 
11:03 a m. Saturday when Capt. 
Percy E. Wood of the fire de¬ 
partment discovered a blaze in 
the chimney of his home at 
IPi Lincoln avenue. 

Capt. Wood called t r fire 
houae and requested a service 
car and extension ladder an 
that he might attend to the 
flaming flue himself. The de¬ 
partment, anxious to assist a 
comrade |n distress, dispatched 
an engine and crew to the 
scene. 

The blaze was extinguished 
in a few minutes 

Firemen put out a grass fire 
which slightly acorched the 
corner of a barn at 16 Wood- 
stock avenue at 11:24 a. m Sat¬ 
urday. 

Another graaa fire at 47 Ter¬ 
rill alreet was extinguished at 
10:37 a. m. yeaterday. 


80 Firemen 
[To Drill Here 

I Koltonski Announces State 
Fire JhIiooI Will Be Held 
June 25 in Rutland. 


About 80 Aremen from all over 
Vermont are expected to be at the 
State Firemens' school In Rutland 
June 25. Fire Chief Alfred 11. Kol¬ 
tonski said yesterday. 

I The school will be jointly spon¬ 
sored by the Vermont State Fire¬ 
men’s association and the Fire 
Chiefs club of Vermont. 

* Chief Koltonski said that the pro¬ 
gram would be announced later. 

A meetihg of the association will 
be held in Vergennes Sunday at 1 
p. m. to arrange a program for a 
Slate Firemen's convention at New¬ 
port in August. 

At the present time the Rutland 
Fire department is searching for a 
suitable place at which to build an 
oil Are for the local Aremen to ex- 
Are for the local Aremen to ex¬ 
tinguish as part of the training 
school which has been In progress 
here for the past week. 

(The school whidh is to last until 
September, wilt cover al| phases of 
AreAghtlng. It's purpose is to keep 
the Aremen ih practice and to 
drill them on new phases of Are 
Aghtlng. 

The school is being run on a 
three-day week basis at the pre¬ 
sent time. The chiefoald yeaterday 
that he hopes to be able to run 
the school every -Monday. Wednes¬ 
day and Friday throughout the 
summer. 

Last week the depart mend went 
over the correct use of tools and 
appliance*, ‘their location on the 
moving equipment and thetr care 
after use. TSvo flights were devoted 
to ladder practice and one night to 
Udder and *pu<np drilL 
During the Udder practice the 
men practiced climbing, putting the 
ladders up and rescue carry. I 
Some of tbgJrUa to date Invol¬ 
ved teaching The men to handle 
the tiller on the! long ladder truck. 
On this particular phase a man 
eo-ordinajes With the truck driver 
•o that the truck can make the 
shortest possibly turns. 

Public demonstrations will be 
part of the training school but have 
not been announced as yet. / 


FircDamagcs 

Restaurant 


1 4 m in I’.niiiinn Blaze at Trr- 
min.)! Cafe 1% l\Miin.itc«l al 
u 
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CHippenhook 
Home Burns 


Firemen Douse 
Rubbish .Blaze 
At Photo Studio 


A Are in a metal rubblih barrel 
at Urehmer's photography studio, W 
Merchant* Row, wai quickly ex¬ 
tinguished yeaterday by Arerru-n 
The department was summoned by 
a tenant who smelled smoke when 
arriving for work at 8:07 a. m. 

Damage from the blaze was negli¬ 
gible. according to a Are department 
spokesman. 

Ten rampaging grass Arts 
crackled In various part* of tne 
city from 11:05 a. m to 3 57 p. m. 

Firemen put out grass Ares along 
Vernon, Phillips. F.aat. We*t and 
Forest street*. Creek and .Siratton 
roads, and Field a'nd Lincoln ave- 


A Ate in the celling partition of 
the Terminal restaurant on Mer¬ 
chant* Row. *htch caused damage 
CstimalH $2500. was extinguish¬ 
ed by the Rutland Fire department 
'last night 

Origin of the Are was believed to 
have been a short-circuit in the 
connection box which la attached to 
tie electric transformer. 

• Firemen were forced to tear 
down some light Axtures and rip 
a large gash in the ceiling of the 
restaurant to reach the blaze where 
it was beginning to spread in the 
partitions. Fire Chief Alfred H. 
Koltonski said 4hat the Are would 
have been “a bad one** if it had 
gone another 10 minutes. 

Smoke was seen by customers 
about 20 minute* before the Are- 
department was called to the scene 
about 7:28 p. m. 

Most customers remained undis¬ 
turbed and stayed at their seats at 
the counter for aome time after- 
Aremcn began ripping the holt In 
the celling. 

Albert W. Macauley. proprietor of, 
the restaurant, said that Are. water, 
smoke and other damage would 
come to $2500 The damage Is par¬ 
tially covered by Insurance. 

The Are department was called to 
Mill Village during a heavy rain 
Siturdav at 9.2* p. m. A trans¬ 
former had set the croas arms of a 
power pole in blaze. 

A Central Vermont Public Ser¬ 
vice corporation , crew put the Are 
out as the Aremen held a spotlight 
on the pole. 

Lights in the village were out 
for a 'time and aome rewiring was 
necessary. Chief Koltonski said 
yesterday. 




George Jenks' House Destroy- 
td in Afternoon Blaze; Cars' 
Block Fire! Engine. 


APRIL 2d. mo. 

Alert Firemen 
Avert Serious 
Church Fire; 


Fire destroyed the home of Mr. 
end Mnt George Jenks of Chlppen- 
hook at 3;30 p. m. yesterday. 

Th^ Are started In the partitions, 
according to Jenks. who was alck in 
bed at i he time the blaze began. He 
said th^re was no chance of saving 
any of the furniture in the upstairs 
where the Ajre started. With the 
help of neighbors, however, some 
of the furniture on the ground Aoor 
was taaen out. 

Engine number 4 of the Rutland 
IS re department. In answer to a 
telephdne call for aid. ran Into dif- 
Acultie* on the road to the Jenks' 
home The building was beyond sav¬ 
ing when Aremen arrived. 

On the land road lead.ng to Chlp- 
peohook car* in front of the Are, 
♦truck got struck In the snowbanks; 
while trying to make room for the. 
engine. Firenten were forced to stop! 
and help the cars out before they 
emild proceed along the narrow! 
road. 

When the truck arrived on the 
scene it was evident that the houae 
was beyond saving. There was no 
water supply for the Atemen to use. 
They had t> rely on the engine 
booster tank which holds 300 gal* 
Iona of water. This la enough for 
about seven minutes of Ana Aghtlng. 
according to Fire (Thief Alfred H. 
Koltohak). 

The A!Vm4n wet down surround¬ 
ing bulldlngj on the farm and kept 
the Area from spreading to the barns 
The houae wal burned to Ifct 
ground. , 

I The Jehkat their two sons, Georgs. 
Jf„ 13, and Lawrence C.. 10. and 
Jenks* fathe\ Edward E. Jenks who 
lives with hem, are gtsylng with 
neighbors temporarily. 


Variety Spice 




A near serious Are at Trinity 
church w*s put out in time by 
an alert Rutland Fire depart¬ 
ment 

A call *4 3.22 p. m. sent en¬ 
gine 4 to the church io extin¬ 
guish a grass Are at the rear of 
the church between the parish 
house and church proper. See¬ 
ing that.the Are was dangerous 
the crew called for help imme¬ 
diately and engines 1 and 3 
rushed to the scene. 

A spark evidently Ae-w under 
the eaves of She church and 
burned a bay between two raft¬ 
ers about 15 feet straight up. 
Assistant Chief Ralph R. Bean 
said that little damage was done 
but that a few slates on the roof 
were knocked off. He * added 
that water and smoke damage 
was minor. 

The engines were back at 3:58 

p. m. 

Four grass Ares were put out 
In routine order. The Axes were 
on Brown. Robbins and Pine 
streets and on SlraUon road. 


Of Life For 
City Firemen 


Two chimney Arts, three grass 
Ares and a hot washing machine 
motor kept the Rutland Fire de¬ 
partment busy yesterday. 

The Arst chimney Art sent 
engines 1 and 3 to 131 State street 
•t 10:36 a. m. No damage was done 
and the englncj were back eight 
minutes later. 

The second chimney blaze oc¬ 
curred at 128 Walnut street at 7:22 
p. m. at a home owned by Roy F. 
Robinson. No damage was reported. 

Grass Ares were put out on North 
street extension, Watkins avenue 
and Pine street. 

A smoking washing machine mo¬ 
tor at 25 Church street was cared 
for at 10 a. m. 







































































Herald Photo—Mcrusl. 

Flames roar Siungrily through the Sheehan Motors garage in Rutland in a fire yesterday which 
caused 5100,000 damage as firemen poured water on the doomed building in a losing fight. Hun¬ 
dreds of persons were attracted to the scene by the billowing smoke. Two firemen and two garage 
employes were slightly Injured. Gasoline which became ignited was blamed for the fire. (Other pic¬ 
ture Page 7.) _^_ 
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Apartment 
Hit by Fircf 


Kstimatcil $2<X) Damage Done 
to Room at 50 Slimmer Street 
2 s Oil Burner Backfires, 


Approximately $200 damage was 
done to the downstairs apartment 
living room of Kenn *lh C. Danyou 
of SO Summer street yesterday 
£'hen a draft caused a backfire in 
an oil burner. 

BerauftC Mrs. Danyou happened 
to corne home t«j lunch from work 
yesterday a po^iblc lmgey blare 
was prevented fiom spreading to 
three other apartments In the 
house. 

Unaware that anything was 
wrong, Mrs. Danyou said she open* 
ed the living room door and was 
confronted with clouds of smoke. 
The draft from thd open door caus¬ 
ed the fire to flare up. 

Engines 1 and 3 left the fire sta¬ 
tion at 12:10 p. m. and firemen ex¬ 
tinguished the heater flames. They 
were called back a second time at 
2:19 p. m. when Mrs. Danyou dis¬ 
covered the rug smoldering from 
an unnoticed spark which had fall¬ 
en underneath. 

Firemen who arrived In Engine 1 
the second time ren oved the rug 
from the house. 

Fire scorched the wall behind the 
burner and several floorboards of 
the room. Considerable smoke dam¬ 
age w^as done to the living room 
furniture. 






$100,000 Blaze 

7 1 

Wrecks Garage 

Two Firemen Slightly Injured, 20 Vchidcs Destroyed 
as Flames Race Through Sheehan Motors Structure 
on South Main Street in Less Than an Hour, 

Cause Undetermined 


A raging Are destroyed the Shtehifn Motors garage on South Main 
street at an estimated loss of $100,000 irl little more than an hour yester¬ 
day afternoon hs hundreds watched the spectacular blaze. 

Two firemen were Injured, neither of them seriously, while fighting 
the flames, and two garage employes were burned slightly in fleeing the 
burning structure. | | | 

Most of the building ivas leveled ♦- 

to the ground, leaving only the 
t hmu i * 


* amoklnc (remains ol 
the structure and the burned-out 


hulks of About 20 vehicles. 

Only the north-most end »,f th» 


garage, containing orticcs .md .» 


, showroom, remained standing. 

The fire started in the south end 
of the building, where gasoline br- 
jjng drawn by garage employes be- 
[came Ignited In oorne unexplained 
manner. 

j A brisk wind coming from th • 
imulli swept the roaring flame* tip 
the length of the building and to¬ 
ward Babbiti * garage, separated 
from Sheehan'* only by a narrow 
alley way 

Babbitt's, menaced by huge mass¬ 
es of flumes and intermittent show- 
era of spanks, escaped undamaged 
through the effort* of flremm. who 
were aided by a light covering uf 
snow tm the roof. 

John A. Olson of Bf» South Main 
street, a regular member of the 
Rutland Fire department, was pin¬ 
ned under a falling section of sheet 
metal wall. 







Fclloiv firemen pulled Olson oul 
of hij (>oots in rescuing him from 
under t)ic wall section. 

He Bartered, a bruised right foot 
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and ankle, according to Dr. William 


J. Powers, department physician. 

Patrick H. Matlgun, another reg¬ 
ular fireman, suffered moderate 
burns from the intense heat while 
directing a stream of water into 
the roaring blaze, 

Mangan was treated by Dr Pow¬ 
ers at the Arc station for second 
degree burns on the right forearm, 
left shoulder and left leg. 

Joseph H CV.achor of Center Rut¬ 
land. a mechanic, suffered a burn 
•»n his right arm before fleeing the I 
building. % 

Ralph J. Lessor of fW Harrington' 
avenue, shop manager, had the back 1 
of his head scorched. 

Thr alarm was telephoned to thei 
lire department at * 45 p. m. 

Kir.* Chief Alfred H Koltonskl. 
who observed the thick clouds of 
black smoke pouring out or the 
building as he raced down South 
Mam Street fiom .Italian No. 2, 
pulled Unx 31 at the turner of 
South Main and Park streets as 
soon a* he arrived at the scene. 

All of the department's equip- 
ment and men. Including off duty 
and call firemen, responded to the 
alarm. 

► iremcn concentrated on saving 
Babbitt's and the north end of the 
Sheehan building 

About 40 men manned eight lines 
of hose in pouring water into the 
flaming structure A booster line 
|was used to quohch sparks which 
I occasionally began smoking on the I 
roof of Babbitt's garage. 

Firemen laid about 5000 feet of! 
hose, using city hydrimU on South 
Main street at the Park and Allen 
street intersections, another hydrant 
on Allen street and a private 
hydrant in front of Sheehan's. 

Cf(lef Koltonski said the blaze 
was brought under control about 
5:30 p. m. only 43 minutes after the 
first alarm, although the doomed 
reur section of the garage wit still 
flaming. 

The fire chief said he considered 
calling In outside help shortly be- 
fore the Are was Anally brought 
under control, j 

Czachor said he looked up to jee 
the fire spreading rapidly through 
the building. He laid he dashed 
for the cars, along with the other 
mechanics, to drive them outside to 
safety. He said there was no time 
for a second trip. 

He said about 20 new and used i 
vehicles were stranded In the garage f 
by the swiftness with which the 
flame,* Aprcari. Later, as firemen 
battled the blaze, /several small ex-' 
plosion* emild be heard from lq- > 
side the structure Presumably they 
were caused by the ear gas tanks 
going up. 

One explosion — slightly larger, 1 
than the others — lifted the roof 
of the center section several feet. 
Thr raised section remained in 
position above the walls for half 
hobr while the flames swept out 
thjough the gap. 

Bud Seward, another mechanic. 
*aiH the fire started at the south 
enfl of the bplldlnj} near the oil 
bui-ner. He was opr of the half 
cloton -who managed 1 to drive a car 
lo Isafety. j . 

A* the fire mounted In Intensity 
many of the apeetdtors who had 
crowded too cloae lot comfort were 
driven bade by the heat. 

Hl*h flying .parks and burning 
e T. , r f ™ny of which fell on tho 
adjoining Babbit Motors company, 
prompted fire department officials 
to station a double watch on the 
roof or the still untouched struc- 


. .. . . . mg ann to r 

linuitah lila/in* chunk., l(l 
landed on the roof 

h X ,Khl f,t 'ho Are t 
park, fell on Babbitt* like rain 
i that lirked mu from t 

I'htl* Cn . d , "f H'c building i 

through telephone rnt) | r , ,* , 

knocking JM lelephonc out of cm 
million, according to company ofl 
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FireDamages 
Station Here 


Roof of RR Depot at Center 1 
Rutland Partiallv Burned in 
$2000 Blaze. 
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„ . V v. * Miner St»dlo Pb*U. 

8m«Ke billow, up Ur«u*h the roof of the RtitUnd Railroad aUUon at* Center RoUand 
which MCtalned tttH damage by fire yesterday. The building. leased by the Delaware * Hudson 
railroad, waa ignited by a apark. The morning biate waa confined moatly io the roof of the structure. 


THURSDAY MORNING, APRIL 27, 1950. 


Fire Damage 
Set at $500 


West Street Apahment House 
Blaze Forces Entire Depart¬ 
ment Into Action. 


The city** entire fire-fighting 
force was called out yesterday to 
battle an apartment house blaze at 
363 West street at 10.30 s. m., which 
resulted in damage estimated at $.*>00 
by Fire Chief Alfred H Koltonski. 

The general alarm fire, which 
started in a waste-paper basket in 
the kitchen of an apartment occu¬ 
pied by Mr and Mrs. James T. Glea¬ 
son and family, was discovered by 
Gleason, an employe of the Smith 
Lumber company. Mrs Gleason was 
working and the children were at 
school at the time. 

The fu> burned into the parti¬ 
tions and ceiling or the kitchen, 
then mushroomed along the floor 
joists to the second floor. Fire-I 
men were forced to open up the 
partitions and celling of the kitch¬ 
en and some partitions on the sec¬ 
ond floor in orderto get at the blaze 
A traffic problem was created by 
a hydrant line acroti West atreet. 
Tour police officers were detailed 
to divert traffic away from the fire 
scene. / 

Engine* 1 and 3 wej*e first sent 
to the blaze, but a quick aurvey of 
the situation convinced the smoke- 
eaters that they would need addi¬ 
tional equipment to extinguish the 
blaze. Engines 2 and 4 and the Ud¬ 
der truck were called to the scene 
at 10:39 a. m. The service car left 
the station for the fire at 10:49 a. m. 

The building Is owned by Nelle 
D. Bradley of 57 Bellevue avenue. 


Fast Action Of 
Passerby Cuts 
House Fire Loss 


Quick action of a passerby 2 >awd 
the house of Francis C Capvles* on 1 
It* Howard avenue from possible 
j destruction by rtre laM night The 
I Poum' was unoccupied at the tune of 
J the blaze. 

Alan L*. Mei nit of 8 Sargent 
avenue saw flames in the cellar of ’ 
the house as Me was walking by and 
immediately summoned the fire de¬ 
partment. 

When they arrived on the scene 
fire officials said the blaze was eat¬ 
ing at the cellar ceiling in a parti¬ 
tioned storage area. Several flooi 
joists also were burned. 

Extensive smoke damage was ie- 
ported throughout the two-story 
house. 


Fire Damages Kitchen 

In Spruce St. Home) 

Eire that originated In an oil 
stove at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Barrucco of KM Spruce 
street swept through the kitchen of 
the home and occupied city fire¬ 
men for more then half in hour 
last night as they used streams 
from booster tanks on the stubborn 
blaze. . 

The kitchen was extensively! 
damaged firemen said, but the blaze 
was confined to that room and no | 
smoke or water damage was re¬ 
ported to the rest of the home. 

The alarm was received at 6:341 
p. itu and firemen returned to the| 
station at 7:10. 


Damage estimated a: by 

Are department officials resulted 
from a blaze which pan.ally burned 
off the roof of the Ruj’.and railroad 
station at Center Rutland yester¬ 
day. 

Firemcn were called to the scene 
a: 10 21 a. m. Two engines respond¬ 
ed to the alarm. Firemen used two 
booster lines and a lire from the 
Vermont Marble company pump on 
Otter creek to extinguish the blaze 
Fire department officials sa.d the 
blaze was caused by a spark ignit¬ 
ing the roof of the building, which 
is owned by the Rutland railroad 
and leased by the Delaware & Hud¬ 
son railroad. 

Damage was confined to the attic 
and roof. The building is insured, 
according to M. Scott Goodir.g. sec¬ 
retary-assistant treasurer qf the 
Rutland railroad. 

Engine 1 returned from the blare 
at 11:36 a m. while Engine A return¬ 
ed at 11:38 a. m. 

During the railroad station fire. I 
Engine 2 was called to extinguish 
a grass fire back of Coolidge avenue 
at 1106 a. m. Firemen returned to 
the station at 12.37 p. m. No dam¬ 
age was reported. 

Earlier firemen had been railed 
to the Charles E. Crossman farm in 
East Clarendon where they ex¬ 
tinguished a chimney and stove¬ 
pipe blaze with no damage report¬ 
ed. Engine 1 responded to the 
alarm at 9:16 a. m. and relumed to 
the station at 9:40 a. m. 


/o / ✓ sVjV 

Skis Lost 
Garage Fire 
Jenkins’ Home 


- — — i . 

Fire Destroys 
Amateur Radio 
Station Here 


Flrt believed lo have started 
I from an overheated stove destroyed 
tha amateur radio station and the 
oonverted garage in the rear of 
the home of Harry Noyes of 1)0 
Forest street early Saturday more- 
|taf. 

Tha blaze, which also consumed 
new equipment recently purchased 
by the owner to be used In con¬ 
verting the station to civilian de¬ 
fense needs, waa discovered by 
Noyes at 12:30 a. m. 

| Noye* was down cellar in his 
home fixing the furnace, he said 
when the lights went out. Hs told 
firemen that when he went upstair* 
to look at the fuses, he heard crack¬ 
ling and discovered the blaze in 
the garage which hs had convert¬ 
ed into a radio station. 

Noyee asld he twoke neighbors 
who telephoned the fire depart¬ 
ment. 


MARCH 30, 1951. 


Quick Work By 
Firemen Saves 
Dorr Dr. Home 


Flames destroyed an attached 
shed and threatened the single¬ 
family. wooden-frame dwelling on 
Dorr drive owned and occupied by 
Thomas Hughes at 10:30 a. m. yes- 
I terday. 

Firemen said the blaze was start¬ 
ed by three children of the owner, 
who set fire to grass near the shed 


ng to i 
6f a 


neighbor 


Fire of undetermined origin de¬ 
stroyed seversl pain of &kis and 
electrical equipment In a garage 
owned by George W Jenkint of 32 
Church *trer* yritrrday afternoon 
Firemen who responded t«* a 
telephone alarm wilh t*o engine.* 
.«nd the bla/e thoroughly notched * 
the inside of the garage partis 
usr<l 19 a machine >hop, before it 
was brought under control with the 
•id of three booster line* 

Jenktn* said last night the fire 
may have started from a abort Cir¬ 
cuit in a radio Engines l and 3 
of the local department answered 
the alarm at 1:48 p m and were 
bark at the firehouse at 2:22 p m 
Fire in an overheated tar kVttle 
In Rutland railroad yards near Post 
street was extinguished by railroad 
workers shortly before firertien ar¬ 
rived in answer to an alprm at 8:39 
a. m. yesterday. Firemen said the 
railroad men extinguished the blare 
by throwing sand over the kettle. 


it ran to the home 
who called firemen. 

The father was at work and the 
mother had stepped out of the 
house at the time, firemen reported. 

Firemen arriving in response to 
the telepnone call found the shed a 
roaring inferno, fed by a 33-gallon 
drum of kerosene which had been 
stored in the building They used 
a water line to knock down the 
flames. 

A door leading from the shed into 
the kitchen of the house was 
burned through, but firemen were 
able to keep the flames from 
spreading further into the house 
which suffered considerable dam¬ 
age from smoke. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski 
said It was fortunate fire apparatus 
was all in the station when the call 
was received, as firemen arrived 
just In time to save the dwelling. 

Had all apparatus been out on 
grass fires, as it often is at this time 
of year, there is no question but 
that the house wduld have been 
destroyed along with the shed, he 
said. 

The chief also Issued a warning 
to parents against avowing children 
to play with matches. 

One other call was^snswered dur¬ 
ing the day. It wasjfor a grass fire 
at 206 Columbian pvenue at 8 42 
a. m. 

































































$75,000 Fire 
Cripples Eddy 
Ice Company 

Eight Buildings Leveled by 
Blaze Aided by Shifting 
Wind, Water Shortage. 

Home Is Threatened 


OCl'UBfcR 11, 1951. 


/-«/// / S> 


A disastrous $75,000 Or r leveled 
eight buildings of the Eddy Ice 
company, Inc, plant cm the Cold 
4ttver road yesterday morning. 

Destroyed were four old Ice 
houses, two storage houses, a bam 
and a refrigerator storehouse. 

The manufactured ice plant, 
where most of the plant’s operations 
are earned on. came through the 
fire unscathed. 

Aided by a shifting ‘wind, the 
blaze of undetermined origin swept 
unchecked through one building, 
spread quickly to others adjacent 
to it, and threatened a home situ¬ 
ated in the direct path of intense 
heat and flaming sparks. 

riremen Who answered the call 
at 20:10 a. m. found two buildings 
“practically to ashdf” when they 
solved Six other buildings, some 
packed with Inflammable insula¬ 
tion and sawdust caugfii Are quick¬ 
ly afterwords, 

Two of the buildings word re* 
ceiUly remodeled Into cold storage 
plants and equipped with new ma¬ 
chinery valued at approximately 
*2X000. according, to Edward 1C. 
Copps- president-manager' of the 
company, 

Copp* Mid th^ plant »u only 
partUUy injured. 

n re fighter* who fought Ole blaze 
, throughout the late morning were 
i hampered by a lack of weter. With 
no hydrant eyttem available. City 
firemen .worked to erect a make' 
Alft dam in nearby Muaaey brook 
to get *ufflclent water to light the 
biaxe. A total of 3000 feet of horn 
from the two lire engine* at the 
aeene wax laid. 

• • Herman t, Tkrdy of North Clar- 
fContinued on Page Sin.) * 


ft /to /St) 

Overheated Stovepipe 
I! ; / Causes Fire (in Home 


/ 


I , - 

A Are Inside the wall of a frame 
houM at 172 Adams stieet was ex 
Ungulshed by the Rutl ind fire de- 
psrttaent after more thnn an hour's 
work with hose and aae yesterday 
afternoon. 

i Bremen said the damage to the 
hoiue, owned by Earl F andera. was 
negligible. The occ ipanta are 
George D. Kittle and Harold Whit- 

rff°£f• ! . 

Wglnes 1 and 3. anrwerlng the 
telephone alarm at 1:13 p. m. found 
th* ate burning In a jartltion be- 
the walls. The blaze waa 
-. .-. ntl y eauaed by in overheat. 
Jd ftoveplpe. Are flghte a aald, with 
AilOka curling from th» attic win- 
f dWflvln* th « Hr* 1 •! irm. 

Joswered mother call 
| tv.B to. m. yesterday 1 1 put out a 
lire feeding on a pile of rubbish 
<n thk Crest wood property, corner 
| ,L9,f^ ve 4lreet *nd Lib ary avenue. 
Vkthr was poured on t le blaze for 
jhe better part of a hi If hour and 
Jhk anglne returned to the station 
i t;iie p. m. 

1 ^ H re In • v cant lot at 

. Forest street waa reported at 
jn. Engine 4. which an- 
wered the'call. extln lulahcd the 
^jMdrnnd was back In the station 


Fire Cripples 
Ice Company 

(Continued from Pag* Ont.) 


w 

•ndon. a passerby, led three head of 
catlla from the bam. 

Perlay C. SpafTord, who lives in 
a nearby house on the Cold River 
road, noticed the Are snd notified 
an employe of U*e plant. Ralph) 
Peck, wha-turnea In the alarm. 

Tire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski 
said he believed the fire started in 
the > plant s garage, soon after a I 
truck pulled out * % 

Three different times the Are en¬ 
dangered a home several feet away, 
occupied by John F. Eddy and his 
family. A gentle northwest wind 
bore sparks through the air and 
touched off a smalt Are under the 
eaves of the 4wo-story house. The 
roof of the home Wsi in flames sj 
the flreflghters deployed severs! | 
boats on the spreading blaze. After 
it wss extinguished with a heavy 
dot* of water, the eaves caught 
once again and It was put out for 
the second time. Shortly afterwards, 
a small blaze again started to snake 
up the roof, but was extinguished 
before It had a chance to penetrate 
the building. 

Occupants of the house said that 
in addition to a burned roof, the 
home received some smoke and 
water damage. 


The p an! * * . hr** . j 

• led • sh *r! ?i in I 

the ms n * .*.« !.?„•» * • ned 

but OtheiVAiv* lll«fiuriM^e«i 

L^st In the fT.n,* building* ac¬ 
cording to P"rs.lent ♦ Manager 
Copps, were twu rumpressors. • 
targ^* pump and 22 refrigerators 
A large supply of whit* „sk lum -! 
her and insulation stored in th* 
barn burned quickly 
Coppi said four men wer* work¬ 
ing in the plant when the Ar* 
started but all escaped without 
I burns 

Only one per mo was repotted in¬ 
jured at the Are Mrs. Bfin# Lloyd 
a resident of the Cold Rtver n*ad 
was struck on the head by a clothes 
tree while helping in remove blan¬ 
kets and clothing from the threat¬ 
ened Eddy house Eour stitches 
were required to close the cut 
Severs! homes in the immediate 
vicinity of the plant were threat¬ 
ened by sparks Eire Chief Kol- 
tonski said M City Arrmen fought 
the bltxe in "Interna heat/* 

Tiremen said they were Uriah!* 
to get water fr<fm Muzzey pond 
because the engines’ hoses felled 
to roach that far. In order ho get 
auction, an engine would have to 
get within 22 feet of the water, 
Aremen explained 
The Art continued to burn 
throughout the afternoon and imol- 
dered lata Into the evening and 
night. , 

Started about 00 years ago. the 
plant is managed by President 
Copps. Mrs Marie C. Pate of 47 
Terrill street Is secretary-treasurer 
and John F. Eddy is a stockholder 




City Firehouse Not The Same 
Since Beagle Mascot Disappeared 


No matter how you look at it, 
things aren’t the samr at the 
Rutland Arehotw* at city hall 
They haven’t l>c»-n the same 
since last Monday. when 
“Prince.” the firemen’s elght- 
year-old bcagl* mascot, disap¬ 
peared* 

For the past eight yrar*. 
Prince has occupied a familiar 
nlche^in the hearts of tor* har¬ 
dened Art-ralm A Are alarm 
would clang and Prince would 
leap up from deep slumber and 
rujh down the stairs to ihe room 
where the big red flr«*trucki are 
parked, ready for any call 
The dog would bark and Jump 
and wag hla tall as the Aremen 
Jumped on the trucks Occa¬ 
sionally, he’d And an empty spot 
nest to the driver In the cab 
and go roaring off through the 
city, barking through the open 
door. 

At the Are. he’d sniff the 
smoke and bark eacitedly, like 
a proud mother watching h«-r 
son parade down Main street 
on his way to a A*rc* battle 
Capt James J. Rice, the dog’s 
owner, says Prince would bark 
at almost anyone who came 
into the Are station— unices he 
wore m uniform. He knew all 
the Aremen snd policemen in 
the building and wasn’t fooled 
when they changed into street 
clothes 

Almost every afternoon he’d 
walk his beat with Patrolman 
Dennti J. Noonan, leaving the 
policeman’s side only occasion¬ 
ally to sniff s telephone pole or 
bark raucously at s sneering 
snd unimpressed cat* * 

He was everybody’s friend at 
the Arehouse While the regu¬ 
lar department crew would sit 
wstehlog Milton Rerle or Kd 
.Sullivan on the television set, 
Prlncv would anuggle up' under 
a chair or table and slumber 
the hours away. 

Old If# crept up on the old 
wsrrlof like an unrelenting 
thlat He wasn’t able to hop 
into the cab with as much grace 
md carefree abandon as in the 
old d/iys* * He'd need s geptle 
assist from one of the boys. 
Last; Monday, Prince was let 


out of the Arc-house for ht» daily 
romp around the yard That 
was the last anybody saw of 
him Capt Jtic** laughs at the 
suggestion he may have become 
lost ‘He was too cagt-y for 
that ’* 

“Maybe he was stolen and 
maybe, he's hurt somewhere." 
the captain *-ays. "but on* 
things for sure whrrrvrr fu¬ 
ll he’s Just aching t*i get t.icg 
witn the boys. He’s not in#* 
roaming type " 


tt/niri 

Children In 
Path of Fire 


Fire Fosses 
In City Low 

Chief Kolromki Sayj 1951 r>.im- 
of $ 26,263 Lowell Since! 
1947. 


Unless ,n epidemic of Arc* strikes 
Rultjnd beforr Tuesday. (hr .mount 
of fire dsmsg, m Uie city thu y,.i 
2iV , b ® * he »lnce 1*47, Kir. 

rigtof A ** Koitomkl uni Jut 

•rn* .mourn of Arc damage f„ r 
ihL U *' #tt « h T, ' ur *d*y totaled yjK. 

, 01 ’ comp, red with IIIBJUM 

tor .11 of 19J0 

In l#47. th. d.m,|r w,i |1«.J00. 
th, lowest for th* previous |0 y.sry 
Tlvc Are department hsd sruwer- 
*d J41 sUrms this year throuxto i 
Thursday. Ttoe tot.) number nr 
»I*rms answered In 1»S0 was 434. dr' 
n ,.? 0rr - Ch, * f Koltonski said 
h . W ! nl "- * b,ch h » Rutland early, 
haa kept down the number of tram 

aufm Wh, i t * 1 booatea th » number of 
*«* ye * T ' P»et<euUrly m 

fe^Tio N , OV ™ l>rr »"<J December.' 
accordln* to Chief Koltdnakl. i 

, u * *•'. RutUnd haa not had L 
major Ore this year. Ust y„,* 
damaje toUl waa awollen by^lsre, 
? re ! p »ul'a cleaner* and Shee¬ 
han’s Motors, tnc. 

Chief Koltonski. who U preoar- 
*"* h j* • nr, ual department re£>rt. 
aeid complete Afore, for i#jj fl r , 

faBP* “bualnos" would be 
available next week. 
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FIRE GUTS BUILDING 
ON SO. MAIN ST. 

A storage building lack of the 
Union Furniture Compiny, Inc., it 
162 Sbuth Msin street wss gutted 
Saturday afternoon by a Art be¬ 
lieved to bav# ben caused by sparks 
from a nearby incinerator. Two 
engines and a crew of aeven fire¬ 
men fought the blare from 2 to 2:30 
p. m. after removing stove and oil 
burner parts sjored inside the small 
building. Griss Ares were ex¬ 
tinguished Saturday at 130 Killing- 
ton avenue, on the Gleason road 
and In Mendon. 


Four Ri\cr Street Youngsters! 
More Frightened Than Hun 
When Chimney Blazes. 


| • Four River street c. w ..;drc~. left 
. st borne when Lheir mo:*u: u tr »: to 
visit their faiher st Rutiar.d ao^pi- 
tal were fnghtened but apparently 
unhurt Last wpen sooke fro.x 
, a defective chmney poured through 
j\he two-story nouae 

The Are occurred m a borne occu¬ 
pied by Charges Dougherty a: 61 
' River street, presently recjpers'.tng 
; at the local hoaprtsl from * recent 
I operation. 

Firemen ud a parution behind 
I the liT.ng roccn stove, where tne 
Are originated. «*as partisllv 
! strayed by The clogged 

; ctumney sent a large ar^un: of 
smoke throughout the home, but 
^ other damage waj report el 

Neighbors who saw the smoke 
entered the home snd removed the 
chudren. Mrs, Dougherty, notified 
'af the fire at tne hospital returned 
i home unised^steiy. 

Firemen answered the alarm 
two engunes at 7.25 p. *m and re¬ 
turned to the firehouse a: 7 55 p sl 


^/tS/SZ. 

Gas Fumes 




3cr Fire 
iting Jol 


fr^ P 7^ 0 . Xkl * rTOe - •pr.affli 

r burl ’ Ln * ^ifcctor plai 

FU 7‘’* ‘ tore 0n All,,n »trc. 

J jcs.crday forced flr«ircn to dc 

mask* to get ctoic enough i 
ut out the fire. 

Tiremen. who answered the ca 

rfL!. P fv” 1 * **v d * wtv * °* tv™ 
drove than b*ck from, the Hoc 

ffl.tr l!T fri< r a ! l0n r P° m - 

•cut# dlkoomfort to tboon clou* t 
the door They Mid th« fire wax nc 

douLt w Mnd waJ 

FI* 1 ! • men wlth ™<>< 

w^*u«ht I tjodxter tin* Into iictior 
ttn wa« urjdetey 
mined, official* Mid. Dam.gc wa 
placed at about $300. 
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g Blaz/Whith 
ihrmJH. . 


Ihrreot, de< 
/o • clothli 


the establ 
• 11 claim 


: Paiil’s Shop iFire 


Rutland Hr •mm 

which dettroyrd Mveral 
ehlnery and fixture* 
nrday at S a. m. Mora Ih 
wai eon«ume4 by the Mp 
president of t|ia eitabllahj 


Fire D 

I 

Excee 


Jerald Fholo. 

Ilfh premaoro hodr* ^t firing flamra 
aland dollar! worth of garment*. m»- 
tallor shop at 4| (rpter street Hat- 


2660 euatomere owned 
according • to J«*eph 


Credit Fireproof Wal 
ued at $!!5,00(|D 
Dry Cleaning %s 


, Fireproof wnlU saved i i 
apparatus In ar early Sot 
dry cleaning anp tal\or ihc > 


e than 200 
>Ul. Vice pi 
firm will 

|o eitlmate 
tlort by ii 
5dbU that! 
WO.OOO 


^ith Saving of Apparatus Val- 


belonging to 
Joseph R. 
terday that hti 
tho fir*. 

Paul declined 
pending Invejtl 
agents. It li p< 
will exceed th 
made by Fire Chief Alfred .RF K'»l 
tonaki. 

Cause of the fire. whictfj sailed'- 
lomewhrrt in the btaeine 
modern ator# building t4 
about two years ago, it it 1 
termined, according to 
Fire Chief Ralph R. Bean. 

The ground fldor of the l ulldlng 
where rising nimea awefil itlong 
orderly racka of corr nitjUbW 
clothing, auffered mo«t fftnC the 
flamu. 

Chief KoltoniH! and Aten 
old A. Carmichael and /. T* 11^ 
lard suffered glass cull 
smashing through the atorl a i 
glass window shortly afteil 3 j 
Saturday. Fireman Gee g* 

Peck, 3d, received a nail * n 
the foot while Aghting tp* 

Inside the building. 

Carmichael. Bdliard and 
volunteer call-rrten who r\ 
the scene along with a 
500 spectators then the 
repaired Are alatm signal 
la sudden warnjni 


nothing which 
R. Paul, vlre 


Gutted Paul’* 

( 


1.000 \JorlK of dr 
g (blaze | wi Irh gut 

•treed drstroyingjgflrnients 


tle*nm 

U 




^red y**S- 
lost Ih | 


nliil ft 


The blaze was MmulUne dim 
Meed by Hotel Berwick nld it 
Robert T. Ostiguy, hotelt<fl 
Ernest G. Harvey, Jr. art l 
watebrhan Fletcher Chaptf 
wick personnel phoned thej A 
partmenl while! police 4* 

Charlr* F Callahan turned jn an 
alarm fmm box 47 

Ga« mask equipped Aremen were 
enveloped In a thick cloud of smoke 
at they drenched mounting Aamet 
with 750 gallons pf water per 
minute from three hose« 

Two OUKiiiea anil a ladder truck 
bjorkrd Center Street while a third 
engine was posted at the rear of the 
building to check possible spread 
of Hamel along the hack alley Mad 
the Are spread through wood atruc- 
tures ip. the alley the entire block 
might have bem consumed, accord¬ 
ing to Bean 

Although protected by a Are wall 
between the Hotel Berwick and the 
neighboring cleaning ealabliihment, 
hotel gfieM* wtr# alerted shortly 
after the Are b*t»e Clusters of 
pajama-olad train* enti talked excit-' 
i dly in! the |nbb>4 a* police re-en¬ 
forcements reatrai ned the large out¬ 
door rrhwd and d rnetrrt traffic. 

Dawrt streaked the *ky ac Are| 
engines, returned to their stations 
at 4 17 a- m. 

The charred slo<e presented a 
dismal [aspeet ivMthrdav as half- 
burned piles of ailfta and rows of 
water-sodden do hing. still hang¬ 
ing along numefoiii metal racks, 
emphasized the rxtirnt of personal 
loss rapsed by ,ihr pre. 

One nf two pre rlranmg plants. 
Insulated by A| r* Wall*, w as com¬ 
pletely mnscarrtd, though surround¬ 
ed by k chaos f»f]bgr|fd wood and 
Iwi&Uq metal 

The hstabliahm *nt F pine board 
front office, un niched by fljmei 
was almost corn Metely ruined by 
smoke and heat f>erond-Aoor of 
ttVes Irj the hu klng auffered mod- 
i m ig ( 
has! ( 




-TV 7/^t? 


erate snoke da 
A lo*al Arm 
cleaning farlUjtrfi 
•opens hit own 
store w til transjfe 
atioos lo an efi^l 
f scroll the street. 

1 day.! 


i ffrred Ms dry 
ml Paul re- 
The burned 
it office oper- 
thnp directly; 
said yester 


Hea 
Fire Damages 
Elm St. Home 


A Are which spread from a base¬ 
ment gas hut water heater to a 
clothes cioaet on the Ant floor yes¬ 
terday afternoon damaged the resi¬ 
dence and personal effect* of Mr 
and Mr* William P. Austin of 32 
Elm street. 

Gnawing Its way through a parti¬ 
tion, the Are burned a hole in the 
fl'»ir. aUvi damaging Austin's 
clothes Jn the clooet. , 

Mrs. Austin, who found smoke 
throughout the house when she 
came in from outside, railed City 
A remen at 2 41 p rr. 

Austin s»id last night no esti¬ 
mate of the damage was available 


NOVEMBER 1, 1952 

Flames Destroy 
Old, Covered 
Billings Bridge 


H;»t«uir Hillings bridge at the 
foot of Park street, one of Hu- 
last covered bridges in this 
arej. was destroyed bY Arc last 
night. 

The bridge, closed for about 
three weeks, wa< ' undoubtedly 
set afire,*’ an offncal of the Rut* 
land Fire department said 

He said he didn't know 
whether or not it was a Hal\ 
low ten prank, but every indi¬ 
cation was that the bridge Was 
pur|k>sely set abkize 

The Rutland Fire department 
received the alarm from police 
at 11 00 p. m. When firemen ar¬ 
rived at the scene the entire 
structure was burning from end 
to end. 

The blaze sent billowj of 
spark clouds soaring into the 
night air over Otter creek, at- 
large crowd of resi- 
the ar4a. 

two^ minutes after 
arrived the ancient 
wooden span collapsed into 
Otter creek. 

The fire continued to eat away 
at the timbers slanting down to 
the water from the abutments 
until after midnight. 

Rutland Town selectmen 
bave been debating whether to 
restore or replace the bfidge 
^vlth a modern steel and con¬ 
crete structure. 

Laat decision of the select¬ 
men was to leave the bridge 
closed during the winter and 
tMt the matter up next 


^rught air c 
■^acting a 
drnU to th 
/ Within 
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Spring* 


Fire Sweeps 
Apartment 


Damage lo Soutli Main Street 
Building Set at $1000; Stored 
Furniture Lost. 

Fire did an rah mated *1000 dam¬ 
age to a second floor apartment at 
2.54 South Main street la.nl night in 
the second of two serious week¬ 
end bU/es in the city. 

The fire Mailed about H .'10 p m 
m an apartment occupied hy Mr 
and Mrs. Francis need while the 
cquplc was out fnl* the evening 
Other tenants in the six-apartment 
house smelled ernoke and sent C'arl 
H. Maxham, owner of the house, in 
search of the fourcc. 

He found the attic filled with' 
smoke nnd called the department 
immediately. Firemen found the 
blaze and forced their way into 
the locked apartment lo douse Un¬ 
fit mes. 

A davenport, chair, radio, rug.' 
lamp and table were lost in the 
blaze. 

Cause of the fire was not determ¬ 
ined but Reed thought that jl start¬ 
ed in his radio. 

Twenty-one persons live in the 
apartment house. 

Both engines returned at 9 2f» 
p. m. 

A fire of undetermined origin 
destroyed an estimated $500 worth 
of household furnishings in a gar¬ 
age at 240\Church street Saturday 
night. 

Firemen fought the blaze from 
10:30 p. m until 12 30 a. m. and 
were called back at 2 .V) a m to 
extinguish a number of smoldering 
mattresses stored in the building 
The garage, owned by Mrs. Bessie 
White of 129 State street, was oper¬ 
ated by Kenneth DeLong in con¬ 
nection with the latter’s trucking 
business. DeLong. who lives at the 
Church street address, lost a quant¬ 
ity of machanical equipment a.< 
well as the furniture nnd bedding 
stored In the garage. 

The flames completely gutted the 
garage and scorched the paint on 
the home of James R. Powers. 244 
Church street The DeLong home 
escaped damage. 

Fireman John Barrett suffered 
minor burns on his right arm fight¬ 
ing the blaze. 

The fire department extinguished 
two small grass fires on Saturday, 
the first at 1:40 p. m. behind the 
G. H. Grimm company on Pine 
street and the other at 9:21 p. m. 
on James street. 

A false alarm through fire box 
number 63 tent engines 1 and 3 to 
Granger and Plain streets yester¬ 
day at 5:45 p. m. 

■1 /// -*"/-r/ 

Ianni; .Garage 

• _ 

Sustains Heavy 

Fire Damage 

% 

Tht garage it 363 West street 
owned by Napoloon W. Ianni, di¬ 
rector of the Rutland City -band, 
wu badly damaged by fire at 4:32 
p. m. yesterday. 

* firemen who answered a tele 
phone call laid flames, believed to 
have been started when sparks 
from a rubbish fire blew in the open 
doors of the garage, caused con- 
„ alderabie damage to the interior of 
the wooden frame structure. 

One other call was answered by 
tha department during the day A 
telephone call was received at 3:43 
p. m. for a chimney fire at the 
home of Thomas Gilson at 37 Elm 
street Firemen reported no dam- 
age, 
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SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 6 , 1950. 

Man Burned 


In Barn Fire 


A. H. Cox Hospii/nliml After 
Trying to Save Hors<$ From 
Blazing Structure. 


A general alarm fire shortly af¬ 
ter noon yesterday resulted In ser¬ 
ious burns beinf suffered by Ar¬ 
thur H. Cox of 1 Freeman avenue 
as he tried to rescue three horses 
from his blazing barn. 

The Are. the orifln of which had 
not been traced last night, started 
In a small outbuilding and spread 
to a large barn not many feet away. 
When Aremen arrived shortly af¬ 
ter the Arst call at 12:07 p. m. the 
blaze threatened the Cox home. 


Smoke-eaters concentrated their 
j Arst efforts on saving the house. 
They succeeded in averting that 
danger and turned their attention 
to the barn. Engines 2 and 3 were 
the Arst to reach the scene, but a 
quick survey showed that addition¬ 
al help was needed to Aght the 
blaze and Engine 4 was called. 
Shortly afterward, the whistle al¬ 
arm was sounded from Box 381. 

Low water pressure hampered 
the fire-fighting. Engine 2 was used 
to pump water from a hydrant on 
the corner of Stratton road and 
Freeman avenue to the blazing 
buildings and 800 feet of hose were 
laid. Five police officers were on 
duty near the Are area. keeping 
highway approaches to the blaze 
clear. Hundreds of persons drove 
out to view the Are. 

Cox and his wife trldd to extin¬ 
guish the Are before fire-fighters 
arrived, but their effdrts proved 
unsuccessful Mrs. Cox succeeded 
in saving three cows which were 
housed In the bam, but Cox was 
badly burned when he tried to res¬ 
cue the horaes. The three horses 
suffocated in the bam. 

Firemen took four Hours to kill 
the blaze, since hay stored In the 
barn smouldered long ifter the Are 
itself wee out. Eight t> 10 tom of 
hey In the barn had to be removed 
and hosed to prevent a rekindling 
of the blaze. 

Damage was estimated at $1000 
by Are department Hfficlais. The 
hayloft and the top part of the 
barn were badly burned, but the 
bottom section was Dot damaged 
too badly. Tha small outbuilding 
was completely destroyed. Damage 
to tha houae was alight 

Dr. Victor F. Pisanelll took Cox 
to the hospital where he was treat¬ 
ed for second end third degree 
bums on the face, back" and hands. 
Cox was reported In fair condition 
at the hospital by Dr. Plsanelli late 
yesterday. 


AUGUST 6, 1951 

Mattress Fire Causes 

No Damage at Rectory 

A jmoidrrtng mattress In a bed- *4 
room of St Peter's rectory, corner 
Of Convent avenue and Meadow 
street, caused some minor excite- I 
menl but substantially no damage 
yesterday evening 
City Aremen who smothered the 
blaze were unable* to sav how the 
Ore started. Engines 1 and 3 an¬ 
swered the alarm at 8 38 p. ni and 
I returned to the firehouse at 7 p m 


MAY 28, 1951 

7 ircman Hurt 
Quelling Fire 

Carles McGinnis SufTers Knee 
Injury During JIftOO Blaze 
That Threatened Theater. 


MONDAY^ MORNING, OCTOBER 1 , 1951. 

Fire Victim i9| 

Is Identified 

— 

Police Conclude Henry Cleary, 

Plumber's Helper, Died in 
Post Street Barn Blaze. 


One fireman was Injured and 


damage estimated at close to $1000 
i/as caused when* Are. believed to 
have started in an old lumber pile, 
threatened the Bardweli garage and 
Paramount theater building late 
Saturday afternoon. 

Fireman Chirlea J. McCirroes of 
77 Baxter street suffered slight In¬ 
juries to a knee when he atepped 
-off a flmp while carrying fire¬ 
fighting equipment during the 
'height If the blare, which attract¬ 
ed hundreds of Saturday shoppers 
to the geene. 

Firemen. Arat responding to a 
telephone call received at 3:13 p m., 
found flames had practically con¬ 
sumed tn old lumber pile between 
the Bardweli garsge. occupied by 
Ray Beene, Inc., and the Paramount 
theater building, and had spread to 
s wooden ramp leading to the sec¬ 
ond floor of the garage 

An alarm was sounded from Box 
47 calling all available apparatus 
to the acene end Aremen quickly 
extinguished the Are with two 
booster lines and two large water 
lines from a hydrant. 


HoweYta before the flames were 
completely knocked down they had 
en rred In# partitions of the second 
floor of the garage, tfter they had 
tttvalaa tiijtha comer of the build¬ 
ing and daStagcd the ramp 
F;r* officials said they had not 
determined the cause of th* blase, 
but added several person* had re- 
ported seeing some boys pass 
through th* alley a short time be¬ 
fore the Are was discovered 
One dther call was answered by 
the Are department over the week¬ 
end. Th a,call came at 11:30 a. m 
yaeterdiy and was for a dump Are 
off P*r)Cjfrce\. 








UnicTcn ti f i cd 
Man( Dies In 
Post St. Fire 


The body found In the flre-swept 
sulns of a two-story bam at 137 
Post street Friday night was Iden¬ 
tified late Saturday night as that 
of Henry J. Cleary, 45, a plumber's 
helper. 

Police Chief J. Fred Carbine said 
last night identity had been fixed 
purely by circumstantial evidence) 
as the body toad been burned be-! 
yond recognition. 

So intense was the blaze in the! 
immediate vicinity of where the! 
body was found by firemen, who’ 
responded to an alarm at 8.50 p. m 
Friday, that Stale Fire Marshal 1 
Chester Kli'by said he believed the 
blaze was started from an over*' 
turned lantern. 

The body wit identified through 
Information furnlahed by friends 
and acquaintances, who identified 
charred bits of clothing and some 
articles, which they knew Cleary | 
had in his pockets when last seen j 
at 7:30 p. m. headed for the barn, 
owned by Demelrio Pratico. 

While the person who refused i 
Cleary's invitation to spend the! 
night in the barn identified ar-1 
tides found near the body as be¬ 
longings of Cleary, it was Barney 
Mullanty, Weat Rutland plumber.! 
with whom Cleary worked at tlmea, 
and James Fallon of 320 West 
st/eet. a friend, who clinched iden¬ 
tification, Chief Carbine said. 

Articles which served police In 
fixing identity of the fire victim 
were listed by Chief Carbine as a 
partly used package of Bull Dur¬ 
ham tobacco, a new package of 
Cheaterfiled cigarettes, 83 cents In 
changed, a rolled up cap and a I 
white cloth with a red border, I 
which deary had been carrying 
early In the day. 

In an attempt to establish Iden¬ 
tity Chief Carbine, who was as¬ 
sisted by Lt. John Peters, tdentlfl-1 
cation officer of the state police. 
Shgrlff Ceno N franzonl. Stale's 
Attorney Martin t J, Delllveneri. 
State Detective Almo B. Franzonl 
and City Health Officer Charles D 
Beale, canvassed all dental offices 
seeking a dental chart. 

He said, however, that Dr. Joseph 
W. 8pel/nan. state pathologist, who 
performed an autopsy Saturday, 
had Informed him the body was 
so badly burned positive identity 
by the teeth would have been al¬ 
most Impossible. 


An unidentified man lost his 
life In a fire which almost 
completely destroyed a two- 
story bam adjacent to the • 
home of Demetno Pratico at 
137 Post street last night. 

The body, 'p&ice said, was 
unrecognizable when it was 
found amo'ng the remains of a 
cot on the second floor. Pratico. 
owner of the building, said he 
used* the bam for storing old 
furniture end lumber. 

Firdmen aaifl ; they were un- 
kble to determine how the blaze 
started. Ttyd engines answered 
the alarm at 8:30 p. m. I 

Neighbors,nrported that Pra¬ 
tico had two pots in the barn's 
second story, and often allowed 
tranaients to . use them over¬ 
night One parson reported 
hearing screams from the build¬ 
ing during the fire, but this was 
unconfirmed.' 

Dr. J. W, { ' Spelman, state 
pathologist will perform an 
autopsy hart* tomorrow at the 
request of Chief of Police J. 
Fred Garbing and Bute's At¬ 
torney Martin Dellivehert ^ 


MqA)AY MORNING, AUGUST 27, 

Defective Chimnty Is 
Blamed for House Fire 

A defective chimney was blamed 
for a fire which destroyed parti¬ 
tions around the chimney on the 
first and second floors of n home 
owned and occupied by William J. 
Sullivan at 35 Williams street yes¬ 
terday morning 

Engirtr* 1 and 3 of the local fire > 
department answered the alarm at 
1021 a, m Firemen said the par¬ 
tition around the chimney on the 
first floor caught fire after a wood 
fire haci been started In the fur¬ 
nace. The bla/e then traveled up 
the chimney to the second floor 

With the aid of two booster Unks. 
firemen werr successful in keeping I 
the *flre confined to the area 
around the chimney on the fjrV 
and second floors Little smoke 
damage resulted. 
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SmokeFumes 
Bring Death| 
To Gitv Man 


Joseph II. Marlin, 31, Sue 
cumbs in Apartment Af-’ 
ter Small Mattress Fire. 


Falls in Escape Fry 


Fumes from a smoldering mat¬ 
tress in hia apartment at ^Ever¬ 
green avenue asphyxiated Joseph 
H. Martin, 31. early yesterday. 

City police said the victim, a 
steward at the Eagle* clubrooms 
here until two months ago. was 
found naked about 3 30 a m. face 
down on the living room floor, 
where he fell in an apparent at¬ 
tempt to reach a door or window 

Ruling hti death accidental. Dr 
Charles H. Beale, city health oftlrtr 
estimated Martjn died of suffoca¬ 
tion sometime between midnight 
and 3 a. m. 

Thick smoke completely filled the 
small, aecond-atory apartment when 
Martin’s half-brother. Jamei F. Far¬ 
rell of 2 Tenney Brook court, dis¬ 
covered the tragedy. 

Near the highly inflammable 
feather mattress, which was re¬ 
duced to a small pile of ashes, city 
police found a pack of cigarettes 

Farrell told police he had vialted 
his half-brother the night before 
and found him smoking In bed. 

Unaware of the tragedy yrster- 
day was the victim’s mother, Mrs 
Ellen A. Martin. 72, recuperating 
at Rutland hospital from an eye 
operation Wednesday. She is also 
suffering from a heart condition, 
relatives said. 

The victim shared the Ever¬ 
green avenue apartment with his 
mother until Tuesday, when she 
was taken to the hospital. Martin 
was alone In the apartment, police 
aald, when he died. 

The curtains of a window In the 
apartment’s living room were torn 
Off when police arrived yesterday 
morning, leading offleera to assume 
that Martin clutched them as he 
tried to open a window for air. 



r-: «£« 
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JOSEPH M. MARTIN. 

Dr. Beale said the Unemployed 
ftfward had fltgt degree burns on 
the left side of his face and chest 
He staled they were not serious 
enough to cause death. 

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Mulcahy, 
who own the house and occupy the 
Art! floor, told police they did not 
smell smoke during the night. 

c J l, . ef P°»ce J. Fred Carbine 
explained that strong drafts would 
f* rf J r escaping «mok« upwinte 
thereby mluln* the downitelr* 


z 
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Herald Photo—Mfrusl. 

LIGHTNING BOLT DESTRUCTION. The city farm barn Juat off upper Wood stock avenue 
it waa consumed with Its §5 tons of hay by Are yesterday. The cupola was struck by the bolt during 
the electrical-rain alorm. Damage waa estimated at WOO. The firemen Wert working on the other 
side of Uis building when thla picture waa taken. 
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Store Damage 
Set at $3000 


Roofing Tar Sets OfT Blaze at 
Hy-Way Furniture Company 
in Center Rutland. 


An estimated $3000 damafie, most¬ 
ly to the building with some smoke 
damage to slock, was caused by 
flames that broke out on the roof 
of the Hy-Way Furniture com¬ 
pany’s new addition ih Center Rut¬ 
land yesterday morning. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski 
of the Rutland department, called 
to the scene at 10:13 a. m., said the 
fire was caused when a kettle of 
rooflng tar boiled over and burst 
Into flames. 

Firemen were forced to use fog 
nozzles to extinguish the stubborn 
bLazu on the roof of the new addi¬ 
tion. Before it was extinguished 
th# flro spread to the wall of the 
old building. 

Company officials said water 
seeping down into the new addi¬ 
tion and smoke which entered the 
second and third floors of the main 
building caused about $3000 dam¬ 
age. 

Two other calls were answered 
by the Are department during the 
afternoon, both for grass fires and 
both at the same location on the 
Creek road. Firemen 6aid they 
were caused by sparks from the 
same incinerator. 

The first call was received at 12:38 
and the second at 2:57 p. m. 


Firemen Start 
Work Early, 
Stay at It Late 


A call to pul out a flaring oil 
burner woke firemen up at 4:23 
a. m. yesterday, and a series of 23 
grass Arcs kept equipment busy 
until long after the sun went down. 

The oil burner, at the home of 
Bernard Murray of 15 Pine street, 
was brought under control within' 
a matter of minutes. 

A large number of the grass fires, 
firemen said, were spread over large 
areas and in some instances threat¬ 
ened houses or outbuildings. Tms 
caused the use of more equipment 
than usual. Fight or 10 pack pumps 
werr used at a fire, instead of the 
usual three og four. 

In six instances the booster line 
from Engine No. 4 was brought into 
use. TEu* line was used at 51 Wood- 
stock avenue, 8 Freeman avenue, 
the corner of Baxter and Oak 
streets, 210 North Church street, 222 
Lincoln avenue, and a field in back 
of the Lorctto home on Meadow 1 
street. 

One blaze attracting much atten¬ 
tion in the Park street area was 
actually a pile of burning railroad 
ties. 

Other grass fires were at lots on 
North street extension. F.ast Wash¬ 
ington street and Butterfly avenue,' 
01 Bellevue avenue, 15 North street 
extension. Meadow street. Avenue 
D, Water street, 18 Engrcm avenue, 
Coolidge avenue, 28 Lincoln avenue, 
North street extension and Thrall 
avenue, 03 East Washington street, 
77 North Main street, comer of 
Temple and Deer streets and the 
corner of Mona Vista avenue and 
Division street. 


'Barn on City 
Farm Razed 


Liglicnutx Sum 1-irc id Hay, 
Storcil in Structure; Damage 
Set at $6000. 


A raging fire lasting mor« than 
four hours destroyed the City farm 
barn a rid Us content*. d* tons of 
hay. yesterday afternoon. 

Total estimated Joss was art at 
yXJOO by John C. Well wood, over.ierr 
of th<j poor. 

Th* hay stored in tin* atiurtuM* 
WS4 ignited by a bolt n? bg/ifnihg 
which Inrr throifgn th* build.ng« 
cupola and traveled down into tin? 
hayrnpw, about 1M2 - m The 
I old structure wu about |4hh bet 
1 off Woodwork avenue, adjacent to 
Stratton road 

Seventeen head of tattle out m 
the pwiiure when th* flrr parted 
were unharmed and workeri were 
surceisful in rescuing a bull from 
Uir building before the lire spread 

Parts of a new milking machine 
arid miscellaneous too;* and 
machinery were destroyed. 

Tno building, familiarly known 
as th4 Barker barn, waa valued at 
approximately $4000 and was parti¬ 
ally Insured Some question re¬ 
mained last n.ghl whether insur 
anie also covered the 65 tons of 
hay. valued at approximately $2000, 
cofkaurnrd by tho fire. 

Three engihri of the Are depart¬ 
ment answered the call at U 52 a 
m My ia:e afternoon, the Are had 
destroyed the two-store structure 
and v. as oerng fed by scattered | 
dHir.f 

7 h#| fli e was *epl wititi.n bounds 
ai.d d;d not rracn a nearby machine 
• ne<l. t 

Occurring during the lunch hour j 
the f|re drew a large number of. 
ught-peeri who crested a traffic 
problem. Two police officers were 
assigned to the area to keep traffic 
movitg. 
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Operation Grass Fire 


Herald Photo—MennL 

Harold A. Carmichael of Edgerton ■treet, a call fireman, uaea water 
from a pack tank to extlngulah the gram fire yesterday on Stronga 
avenue. The fire, one of a series that has kept Rutland firemen on 
the go over the week-end, was the last straw for Fire Chief Alfred 
It. KoltonakJ, who, after conferring with Mayor Dan J. ltealy. Issued 
an order that no oatalde Art be built except in Incinerators until 
further notioe. 


Need Aid To 
Quell Blazes 


Off-Duty Firemen Summoned 
by Alarm ai Brush Fires 
Ring Rutland. 

Off-duty and extra firemen were 
summoned to the aid of overwork¬ 
ed regular firemen yesterday as 
they continued their battle against 
wind-whipped brush blazes in all 
outlying lections of the city over 
the week-end. 

At 4 p. m. yesterday fireman Pat¬ 
rick Hurley Jumped into Engine 3 
alone to answer a llre-call near 
the Eastern States building on 
Strongs avenue. He was the last 
man on the regular shift. 

The next call came in before any¬ 
one had returned to the station, 
making it necessary to blow the 
whistle to call the eight off-duty 
men and six call men back to the 
Job. 

Out of the 12 alarms yesterday, 
firemen said the wore! In the city 
was on West street back of the 
Tempi® Brothers Memorial shops 
at 12 noon. Fire had worked its way 
Into a rubbish dump full of tar pa¬ 
per and dry wood. A hose was 
laid from the nearest hydrant to 
protect the buildlngj, and the fire 
was allowed to bum Itself out in 
the Greens Hill area between the 
railroad tracks and Otter creek. 


The fire at the Eastern States lot, 
Strongj avenue, blazed around 
an } empty box car and threatened 
the buildings In the vicinity. Fire¬ 
men of Engine 1, returning from 
another grass fire, came to Hur¬ 
ley's aid and put,the fire out be¬ 
fore buildings or box oar were dam¬ 
aged. 

Other grass fire calls yesterday 
came from the corner of Forest 
and South streets, Bellevue ave¬ 
nue (twice), Killlngton avenue 
(twice). Pine hill, Tampax. Inc., 
Kingsley court, the West Proctor 
road, and 122 Forest street. 

The 14 grass fire calls Saturday 
were from 50 Cleveland avenue, 
129 Post street, 75 Killlngton ave¬ 
nue, 191 North Main street, 107 
Harrington avenue. Field avenue 
and Grove itreet, 11 Vk North Main 
street, 8 Kingsley avenue. 91 Wood* 
stock avenue. Woodstock and Tre- 
mont street Stratton road and Al¬ 
len street 18 Jasmin Lane, 23 Hop¬ 
kins street and James street 

A false alarm was also turned in 
Saturday from a box at 82 Wood- 
stock avenue. 


Fire Wrecks 
3 Buildings! 

- / 'I 

House, Two Garages Destroy¬ 
ed, Second Home Gutted in 
West Proctor Road Blaze. 

Fir, of undetermined origin 
which apparently atarted In a email 
garage was fanned Into a destruc¬ 
tive wave yesterday afternoon, des¬ 
troying a house and two garages 
and gutting the top interior of an¬ 
other house on West Proctor road 

before it was halted. 

The home, workshop-garage and 
a smaller garage of Mr. and Mrs. 

A. F. Alberico near the Rutland - 
Proctor town line were destroyed. 
The wind-carried fire swept across 
a grassy plot and ate out the in¬ 
side of the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Vadnaia before it was 
brought under control by the Proc¬ 
tor and Rutland Fire departments. 

One member of the family auf- 
fered cuts while helping save fur¬ 
niture In the neighboring house. 

Alberico. a disabled World War 
I veteran, was working In his 
woodwork shop In the garage at his 
home about 2 p. m. when his fam¬ 
ily was notified by a neighbor of a 
blaze in the smaller garage behind 
their home. 

When the Proctor volunteer fire 
department arrived about 2:15 p. 
m. the buildings were beyond sav¬ 
ing. according to firemen who put 
in a call to the Rutland Fire de¬ 
partment. 

A few pieces of furniture and 
some clothing were saved from the 
Alberico home. Downstairs furni¬ 
ture in the Vadnals home was car¬ 
ried outside, badly water damaged 
Moat of the second-floor furniture 
was destroyed. 

The Vadnais family was driving 
to Rutland when they heard of the 
fire. They became entangled in the 
traffic tarn which resulted when 
more thai^ 300 cars flocked to the 
scene. / 

A greenhouse belonging to Al¬ 
berico. located north of lha path 
of fire, escaped damage. Only a 
chimney from the woodworking 
shop and a skeleton of the AlbeTico 
home remained about an hour and 
a half after the fire broke out 

JANUARY It] 195fr 


OCTOBER 15, 1952 


l 


Fouir Families 
Flee Apartment 
House Blaz,e 


Four families fled their apart¬ 
ments at 9 Terrill street about 12:30 
a. m. yesterday when chimney heat 
Ignited wood in tub-flooring on the 
first floor and filled the building 
with smoke. 

Leon Jackson: one of the build¬ 
ing residents, called city firemen 
when he smelled smoke 

Firemen, who used two booster 
lines, and ripped up flooring to put 
out the fire. saJd damage to the 
building was minor. Edward Cur¬ 
tis, building owrter. said last night, 
however, a boiler and the chimney 
were ruined by the fire. 

A spokesman Of Lindnolm's mo¬ 
tors. which occupies the first floor, 
said no garage equipment was dam¬ 
aged. 

Residents who* left the building 
until the fire was extinguished were 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Jackson and 
family. Mrs. Anna Wood. George 
Mossey, and Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth j 
Denton and daughter. 


Blaze Guts 
Home. Attic 

Quidc Acting Firemen Confine 
Fire to Top Story of Royce 
St. House; Damage $4000. 

An attic flr. which Martcd 
among stored clothing arid furni¬ 
ture In a house owned by Nicholas 
Cupoli at 6 Royce street was ex¬ 
tinguished by quick acting firemen 
yesterday before the flames could 
spread beyond the upper story. 

No one was Injured. Cause of 
the fire was not determined by fire¬ 
men. 

Cupoli said damage was "not 
more than 54000." 

The heat of the fire cracked the 
glass in an attic front window and 
firemen who arrived about 11:20 
a. m. first thought the fire was 
much worse than it turned out to 
be. They turned in a general alarm 
to call special firemen to their aid. 

After battling through dense 
smoke with the aid of masks, fire¬ 
men poured streams of water on the 
blazing mass of linen, clothing and 
stored furniture. 

A section of partition dividing 
the attic was charred and partially 
burned through. Firemen said the 
floor in the northwest corner of 
the attic where the fire evidently 
originated was also scorched and 
charred. 

Practically all of the material In 
the attic was either scorched by 
heat or blackened with smoke. 

John J. Collins, a neighbor across 
the street, was the first to notice 
.<moke pouring from the attic 
front window. He told his wife! 
to call .firemen and rushed to aid 
the Cupolis. Cupoli occupies the 

• m t side of the house w ith his J 
family. H 4 S brother, listed as 
Charles Cooper, lives with lys fa¬ 
mily in the west side. 

When Collins rushed in he found 
Mrs. Cupoli downstairs with three 
of her four children. Bonnie, 10, 
Larry, 5. Barry. 4. She rushed up¬ 
stairs to the second floor to rescue 
her two-weeks old daughter. Mary 
Beth. By the time she returned 
downstairs firemen had arrived. 

There was no one in the Cooper 
side of the house when the fire 
broke oflt. 

One Reason for confinement of 
the Art to a relatively small area, 
firemen said, -was a sheeting of 
asbesto* across part of the wall 
dividing the upper sections of the 
house. However, smoke and heat 
spread throughout the attic. Testi¬ 
mony to the heat generated by the 
blaze was a section of melted Ur 
shingles on the outside of the roof. 

Mrs. Cupolis wedding dress and 
many other Uemj were ruined by 
smoke. The reitlnga of two sec¬ 
ond-story bedrooms were soaked 
! through, and there were some 
I water stains In rooms on the ground 

• float. 
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Fire Dep’t 
in ’50 


Chief Report* More Fire* and 
Greater Damage Than in 
Preceding Year. 


There were more fires, more fire 
damagei, and even more tail Hack! 
up in treei lut year than there were' 
tn IMS, the Rutland fire depart¬ 
ment hll found ih preparing SU an¬ 
nual report- " , . J 

Fire Chief Alfred H* Koltonski 
said that the department answered 
a total of 434 alarms in 19MJ. com¬ 
pared to the 390 in the preceding 
year. Of these, 20 were false alarms, 
but the overall number of fires was 
probably around 450. since there 
were some to which the depart¬ 
ment was never called. 

The fire damage, based on the in¬ 
surance claims paid* was about | 
$120,000 for the vear, Koltonski said, 
against $80,000 In 1049. * 

This figure represents damages in 
0 fires, the only ones out of the 
entire 450-odd blazes in which in¬ 
surance was collected. 

Two major fires, which destroyed 
Sheehan's garage and gutted Paul's 
tailor shop, caused more than $100,- 
000 worth of the overall damage* 
All told, only four fires during the 
year brought damages exceeding 
$100, Koltonikl said* 

The fire at Paul's JLallor shop on 
Center street on. the morning of 
July R caused a total of $63,378 in 
damages, Including $36,620 in re¬ 
funds to customers whose clothes 
were stored at the establishment* 
Cost of the fire which leveled 
Sheehan*! garage on South Main 
street In February was set by In¬ 
surance adjusters at $41,000, not in 
eluding the damage to a number uf 
cars stored in the building* 

The two- other major fires of the 
year were a $2260 blaze at the Ter 
minal restaurant on Merchants Row 
and a $1200 bam fire at the resi¬ 
dence of Arthur H* Cox on Stratton 
road. All told* fire damages for the 
year were the greatest since 1043, 
when a tingle fire, the blaze which 
gutted the Outlet store, brought 
damages totaling $125,000, 

Rutland firemen had 04 "special 
service*' calls in 1050. These are the 
calls which have nothing to do with 
extinguishing fires, ranging from 
storm disaster work to rescuing 
errant cats from high trees* The de¬ 
partment retrieved a grand total of 
16 cats from trees last year, a new 
record, and also, by way of prov¬ 
ing that people aren't so smart 
either, aided three householders 
who had locked themselves in or 
out of their abodes, j 
The biggest month for fires was 
April, with 143^-112 of them grass 
fires- Chief Koltonski said that 
April, for some reason, Is usually 
the busiest month for the depart¬ 
ment, with grass fires resulting from 
winter clean-up work around the 
house causing most of the trouble 
Six firemen were injured in the 
line of duty last year, three in the 
Sheehan's garage blaze and three 
more at the Paul's UUor shop fire. 
Injuries were either from burns or 
cuts from shattered glass. 

The 434 alarms Included 39S tele¬ 
phone calls, 24 fire box alarms, four 
verbal alarms, four automatic 
sprinkler alarms and four wbLsilr 


alarms, the latter being used when 
all olf-dufir firemen must be sum¬ 
moned to help, fight a major blaze. 

The department Installed one new 
fire alarm box and replaced three 
old ones during the year* No new 
equipment or new personnel were 
added inrt05O 

In general, the part year was an 
unusually busy one with a par¬ 
ticularly large number of grass fires, 
Koltonikl said* Craaa fires, com¬ 
prising about 40 per cent of all 
the city's blazes, were chiefly re¬ 
sponsible for the increase in alarms, 
according to the chief* 


JANUARY 2, 1952 


(jjarage Fire 
Damage Set 


.cvcral Hun- 
ilral Dollars’ 1 Destruction 
From 1 Early Morning Blaze. 


F re Chief Says '$ 


I 


er Roardman 
m street, be- 


A fire at the for 
garage, 230 South M 
[lived to have been caused by 
defective heating system, was 
brought under control quickly by 
firemen early yestesday murn- 


1 lev 

m 

beouj 
c(ty 

"r 

{ Damage to the building, used by 
erhan Motors, inc\, was estimat-l 
at ‘'several hundred dollars" by 
re Chiejf Alfred Hj Koltomki laud 
tught, A spokesman of the Shcr- 
htn motor firm said) a used car of 
the firm ind two cays of Customers 
were damaged slightly. 

[The fire was discovered *bout 
2:te a* m\ by Patrolmen Alvar C* 
Wencr a^d Gerald W. Butterfly, 
fldho s»w flame* about 20 feel high 
looting through ipe roof They 
diced police headquarters'which 
fire department* 
and 3 left the station 
Engine^ and 4. man¬ 
ned by *'dpy off" fisemen Mtmrnon- 
rfl by thei alarm system, answered 
area 11 f ‘ * ' 



a call fori more Jielj 
at the sente. 


Ip from firemen 

slid the fire* 
the top of 


Chief Koltonski 


ap¬ 
parently started near the flop of an 
oil burned lit the one-flo^r build 
lag owned by Herbert Boardman 

S Tunbridge* formbr Rutland ga 
geman* The roof and two rooms, 
formerly used as office a fid sleep* 
ifig quarters by Boardman. were 
damaged* 

{The two cars owned byj custom¬ 
ers of Sheehan Motors wfre dam¬ 
aged by smoke. The top ind glass 
pf the third car were dariaged, 
j Chief KoHonakf said firemen had 
4o difficulty bringing the blaze un¬ 
der control Engines returned to 
tjv* fire station at ^sJ3 a, nj, 


THURSDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 11, 1952. 


Y oung Mother Rescues Her Baby 
Son From Smoke-Filled Bedroom 


Fire Curbed.' 

» 

By Sprinkler 

Hotel Bardwell Blaze Confined 
To Third-Floor Room; Dam¬ 
age Estimated at $1000. 


A Rutland mother saved her baby ion from suffocation yesterday 
when the snatched him from his crib in a bedroom filled with smoke from 
a smouldering bed near the child * crib* Mrs. Elizabeth Webster of 172 
Baxter street, warned of the fire by her two-and-a-half-year-old daugh- 

~ ter, made three attempts before she 
reached her two-month-old son. 
David, as he lay in his crib next to 
the burning bed as thick clouds of 
smoke in the upstairs section of the 
house drove her back. 

Firemen, called shortly after 0 
a. m., gave the boy treatment with 
the oxygen inhalalor* Dr* J, Carle- 
ton Slickney, called to the scene* 
said the child apparently suffered 
no bad afficr-eflecis from the 
smoke. 

The daughter, Carol, warned her 
mother, who was downstairs, of 
trouble by her crying, firemen said. 
Mrs. Webster *aid the heavy smoke 
made her think Ihe fire was much 
worse than it turned out to be* 
Damage from the fire was con¬ 
fined to the bedding and mattress, 
firemen said. 

They used two booster lines on 
Ihe smouldering blaze, and set up 
a smoke ejector to clear the upper 
story, 

Cause of the fire was undeter¬ 
mined, they reported. 


A fire believed started by * care¬ 
less smoker caused 11000 damage »t 
Hotel Bardwell Saturday night* It 
was prevented from spreading by 
the 4ioter* sprinkler system* 

The blaze, originating about 10 p* 
m. in a third-floor room, was con¬ 
fined to the room by the sprinkler 
system and firemen. The room be¬ 
low suffered water damage. 

Fire Chief Allred H Koltonski 
said "serious trouble'* would have 
resulted if it had not been for the 
sprinklers* He said the room was 
lighted up by the fire when the 
department arrived on the scene, 

A hosier line was taken through 
the lobby of the hotel while » 
heavy hose wm laid through the 
back as a precautionary measure, 
the chief said. 

The fire was discovered by Dan¬ 
iel Bussell* Iff, a bellhop* who 
smelted smoke while on a room 
service call on the third floor* He 
notified Manager George Patch 
who called the department. 

The nearly 100 guest* were alert¬ 
ed by the desk* Most of them filed 
Info the lobby where they milled 
around while the blaze was being 
extinguished, Many of the guests 
were skier*. 

Jamee Brown, owner, sain the 
sprinkler tripped about the same 
time the bellhop discovered the 
blaze* He set the damage figure. 

Chief Koltonski said-the occu¬ 
pant of the room apparently left 
the room after dropping or laying 
down a lifted cigarette. The bed 
mattress and bed were destroyed. 
The fire was out st 4 11:06 p* m* 


TUESDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 12, 1951 



CHIMNEY 
SWEEP 
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Bove Flees Oil 
Burner Blast 


Manager of Soft Drink Ware- | 
house Escapes Harm; Dam¬ 
age Set at $1000. 

Harmon Bove of 16 Nichols street, 
manager of the Seven-up Bottling I 
company warehouse at 399 West] 
street, escaped injury about 10.:061 
a* m. yesterday when an oil burner 
in the warehouse office where he 
was working exploded, causing a 
fire which damaged ^he building 
and equipment* 

Bove, working at the adding ma¬ 
chine when the heater exploded, 
grabbed the machine and ran out 
the door, reaching back through a 
window to call city firemen before 
fire ate away the telephone. He also 
drove three company truck* out of 
the warehouse before they were 
damaged. 

A typewriter, desk* chair, several 
cases of Seven-Up and records of 
the company were damaged, accord¬ 
ing to a company spokesman, 

Louis Ricci, ownlr of the build¬ 
ing occupied by the Seven-Up firm 
for about two year*, estimated dam¬ 
age to the building would exceed 
$1000* He said doors, floors, ceil¬ 
ings and windows were damaged* 
Firemen who answered the call 
with Engines 2* 3 and 4, laid one line 
with a booster* They returned to 
the station at 11*18 a. m* 
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Fire Sweeps Farm Buildings 




Hr raid Photo— Meru*l 
Height of the 160,000 blaif which late last night leveled !%%o Urge 
barn* and two garages H thf A. Newman Ranch In Clarendon. 
The home irlghti waa saved by firemen. Two bull*. several row* 
and a calf, plu* a tractor and ?5 ton* of hay, were al*o 1o«t._ 


$60,000 Fire 
Sweeps Barn 
In Clarendon 

Flames Roar Through Two 


From the main barn Xhc flame* | 

spread first to a single car garage 
and then to an adjoining three- 
car garage. 4 ^ „ , 

On the western end the fire spread 
to another large and newer barn, 
which Newman said had been built 
only two years ago. 

The two bulla were In the main 
barn and a new tractor waj on the 
lower level. 

The other anlmalf destroyed were 
In the ncvfcr of the two bam*, 
which formed an angle around the 
farmhand'* home and the chicken 
house, both of which were badly 


Barns and Two Garages fe h ^ lode? ' h 0 f tb. Ncwm.n 
on A. Newman Ranch. i|herd wm wed only bec»u»« they 


Fire Engine In 
Accident While 
Answering Call 

City fire engine No. 3 waj dam¬ 
aged slightly in a traffic accident 
at West and Pine streets at 0:<t6 
a. m. yesterday while firemen were 
answering a call caused by an over¬ 
heated stove at the residence of 
Mr*. Henry King of 267 West street 

There was no fire damage, city 
firemen said. 

The engine, driven by Fireman 
Patrick J. Uu; ley, 36. was going 
west on West street when It was in 
collision with a ear driven by Ray- 
mond W. EmriCk. 32. of 130 River 
street, who was northbound on Pint 
street. 

Only the left toolbox on the rear 
of the fire truck and the left front 
fender and headlight of Emricks 
car were damaged, according to city 
police. 

A car and a taxi were damaged 
slightly In another mishap at the 
seme comer, gt 7:46 a. m. yesler- 
day. 

The taxi, owned by Cormier's 
Taxi aervlce, was driven by Alfeo 
J. Barbagallo, 5J. of %3 Union street 
who was going north on Pine atreet 
Cordon C. Holden. 19. of Walling, 
ford, was driving west on West 
street when the two vehicles col¬ 
lided at the intersection. 


RUBBISH FIRE IN CELLAR 
DOES NO DAMAGE. 

City firemen reported no dam¬ 
age resulted from a rubbish fire 
in the cellar of the residence of 
T. O. Meyers of M Cleveland ave¬ 
nue at 3:36 p. m. yesterday. The 
building is owned by Mias Mary V. 
Quigley. 86 Center atreet j,_ 



Firemen Lack Water 

Windswept flame* roared through 
two Urge barns and two garages 
causing upwards of $60,000 damage 
at the A. Newman Ranch off Rte. 

7 In Clarendon last night and 
early this morning. 

Equipped with only two small 
: booster hoses afjf. aided by a 
sudden shift in the wind, firemen 
saved the main house, a smalli 
farmhand cotUgc and a smaller 
barn, used as a chicken house. 

Two valuable bulls, several cows. 
’A veal opJf. a new tractor and 75 
tons of hay were lost in the lire. 

The blaze which burned unat¬ 
tended as firemen concentrated 
their efforts and meager water 
1 supplv on the main hou<e and other 
• out buildings. iLuminated the sky 
for miles around. The cause was 
not determined. w 

The fire was discovered short.v 
after 11 P m. by Mrs Newman 
■ who was sitting with her husband 


wire out in a ncarb; night pas¬ 
ture. 

Newman’s personal automobile, 
two trucks and some small pieces 
of farm equipment were rescued. 

John Woljick, his wife and small 
daughter, were asleep in the cottage | 
when the fire waj discovered 

Anticipating firemen would not! 
be able to save Ihc cottage, persons | 
attracted to the scene by the glow | 
in the sky removed personal ef¬ 
fect* and furniture 

The north side of the main house 
was badly scorched by the heat 
from the blaze and clothing and 
some furniture waj removed from 
this house. 

It was not until the roof and.the 
sidewalls of the newer barn, the last 
to go in the blaze, fell that Fire 
Chief Alfred H. Koltonskt was able 
to declare the department would be 
able to save the collage and chicken 
house. Firemen remained at the I 
scene until 2 a. m. today. 

So hot was the fire firemen were 
forced to take turns running Into 
the barnyard with the hose to wet; 
down the buck* of the two build¬ 
ings. 

Earlier last night firemen were 


r a s s 


i res 


Keep Firemen 
On The Run 


■ 


and some gutsM in the house summoned to the Champlain Valley 

W When* dicovcrrd the Are wu ?rult Co. when fire broke out In » 
,h!K out the root of the larger railroad box car on the company* 
and older of the two barn*. *ldlng. 


IIU I •••' --- _ . 

A hurried call was put in.o Rut¬ 
land fire headquarters, but hamper¬ 
ed by the lack of water firemen 
l were forced to stand almost help¬ 
lessly by as the raging (lames spread 
from first one building to another — —- 
in a semi-circle north of the main determined 
house down wtth 


When discovered the flames were 
so hot they had melted out two] 
windows on the second floor of the, 
large brick warehouse off West 
St 

The blaze, cause of which is un- 
was quickly knocked 
a water line. Firemen 


Rutland firemen had a busy day 
Saturday answering 17 calls all hut 
one of which were for grass fires 

The first call came at 7 19 a. m 
and was for trouble with an oil 
burner at 78 Traverse place 

Grata fire rails answered were* 
10:41 a. m. 41 Kail street; 10 45 * 
m,. 566 Stratton Toad; 10 54 a m., 50 
Baxter street; 11:44 a. m. 4 Dorr 
drive; 12 40 p m., 6 Jackson avenue. 
1:22 p. m . 441 West street; 1 34 p m . 
Stratton road and Killingtun ave¬ 
nue; 1:45 p. m . 45 Fark street; 3 32 
p. m.. 28 Stratton road; 4 21 p. in., 
118 Forest street: 4:52 p. m, lift 
Stratton road; 5:2ft p. m. Park 
street; 5:33 p. m . Rutland Country 
club; 7:14 p. nl* 31 Norlh Main 
street; 7:55 p m . ftO East Washing¬ 
ton street and fl:30 p. m . Fair view 
avenue. 

Two calls were answered yester¬ 
day. The first at 10.26 a. m. was 
for a grass fire at Gleason road and 
the second received at 11:03 a m 
was caused by a short circuit In the 
sprinkler alarm at the Champlain 
Valley Fruit company warehouse. 


Proctor Road 
Home Gutted 


| Owners Praise Rutland Fire¬ 
men for Saving Building; 
Three Rooms Damaged. 


Fire, caused by a defective 
etoimney, yesterday morning char- 
red the roof, walls and ceilings oif 
three rooms of the David Dickinson, 
Jr., residence on East Proctor road. 

Damage was extensive, according 
to Dickinson and Rutland City fire¬ 
men. 

Dickinson, who said last night the 
•even-room frame building was in¬ 
sured, praised Rutland City firemen 
for their efficiency and speed in 
saving the house. The blaze, mostly 
.confined to wall partitions, mush¬ 
roomed into the attic, damaging the 
roof, according to firemen who re¬ 
turned to the station atfil:21 a. m. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Dickinson were 
home about 9:56 a. m. when Mrs. 
Dickinson saw smoke coming from 
the chimney into the two-story 
home. Neighbors who brought water 
to the scene in milk cans helped 
carry out furniture until assured 
by the fire department that the fire 
was undeT conroi, Dickinson said. * 

Dickinson last night had not aet a 
monetary value on the damage. 


MARCH 27, 1952. 

Greenhouse 
Is Damaged 

Fire Loss at Cioffi Building 
on Granger Street Estimated 
at $1500. 


Fire which started near the heat- 
lng plant of Frank Cioffi’a green¬ 
house at 72 Granger street caused 
91500 damage to the office and one 
end of the greenhouse last night 
Thick smoke pouring from the 
windows of the office snd green¬ 
house situated in back of the 
Cioffi home hampered firemen on 
arrival. The flames, which spread 
from the basement lection to every 
partition in the building, resisted 
firemen’s efforts for over half an 
hour before they were brought un¬ 
der control. 

Members of the family said seeds 
and young plants were destroyed 
by fire and water, as well as the 
system for heating the glass-en¬ 
closed portions of the greenhouse. 

Firemen also answered a call to 
put out a grass fire at 29 Howard 
avenue it 0 p. m. yesterday. 


As the roofs of the barns and: said the car was partly filled with 
garages collapsed clouds of spark* hay left after watermelons had been 
showered high Into the air over-! unloaded, 
spreading the entire neighborhood. 

No other smaller fire* were itarted. 
however. __ 
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Ilf raid Photo*— Mrrual. 

Wrapped In » blanket. Mr«. F.dward II Jrnney. who •uffrred burn* about the fare, arm* and 
•houldrrt In a before dawn lire In her Washington atreel home yratrrday. It carried from her home 
by firemen and policemen. She wii taken to Rutland hospital for treatment of second dr K rre burnt. 


Twr firemen be (In work of covering valuable! In the Jenney home for protection from water. At 
'left la Dr. Jenney. Mrs. Thomas Quigley, the Jenneya* daughter, alto suffered burns. Mn. Quig¬ 
ley's daughter, Dorothy, 4, was unhurt 



Mrs. Jenney. 
Hurt in Fire 


Housewife Suffers Second De¬ 
gree Burns During Early 
Morning Blaze in Horae. 

• 

Mrs. Edward B. Jenney was hos¬ 
pitalized with bums on the face, 
arms and shoulders, and three other 
members of the family escaped ser¬ 
ious Injury when a fire of un- 
knokm origin broke out in a bed¬ 
room of the Jenney house at 11 
Washington street early yesterday. 

Mrs. Jenney was treated at Rut¬ 
land hospital for second degree 
bums by Dr. W. J. Powers. Dr. 
Powers said aho was in -fairly seri¬ 
ous blit not critical condition." She 
also suffered from smoke inhala¬ 
tion. the doctor said. 

Mrs. Thomas Quigley, daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. Jenney, also suffered 
burns on her face and hand. She 
was treated by Dr. Thomas Kee¬ 
nan. Dr. Jenney and Mrs. Quigley's 
foUr-year-old daughter, Dorothy, 
were unhurt. 

The four were occupying bed¬ 
rooms on the second floor of the 
house when the fire began, prob¬ 
ably around 3 SO a. m , In a south¬ 
west room used as a bedroom for 
the child. Firemen said It looked as 
though she was not in the room 
when the fire broke out. / 

The central fire station first re¬ 
ceived the alarm at 3:37 a. m. When 
they arrived at the scene smoke was 
so thick in the house that an alarm 
was rung in on the fire whistle 
system. 

They found the bed In the top 
floor southwest bedroom on fire, as 
well as a wicker chair close by. In¬ 
tense heat and smoke blistered and 
blackened the walls, but no other 
fire was found. 

Mrs. Jcpney was found crouched 
at the top of the stairs. She evident¬ 
ly rushed to search the burning 
bed under the impression that her 
granddaughter was still there. Fire¬ 
men surmised that it was at this 
time she suffered the bums and 
smoke inhalation. Mrs. Quigley was 
burned at about the same time, 
when she went to help her mother 

The burning bed and chair were 
thrown out the window to the front 
lawn. Firemen opened or battered 
apart other windows In the up¬ 
stairs section to allow ventilation. 
A fan was set up in one window to 
speed the action and smoke was 
soon cleared from the house. 

The entire second floor sustained 
heavy smoke damage. The rooms 
wege re-decorated last summer. 
PThere was no figure set on the 
amount of damage, however. 

The Are attracted much attention 
Police were called upon to direct 
a stream of can away from the 
scene. 


'AUGUST 28, 1951 

— - —- - ■ — — 

Part of Room I 
Is Scorched 


Portable Gas Boiler Being Uied 
to Steam Wallpaper Came of 
Fire at Dr. Stickney Hotrie. 

/ 

A portable gas boiler for Steaming 
wallpaper was the cause of 1 Are in 
the house of Dr. J. Carlton Stlck¬ 
ney, 1« Grove street, yesterday 
morning which destroyed a bureau 
full of clothes and scorched the cell¬ 
ing and floor of one upstairs room 

Dr. Stlckney, redecorating an up¬ 
stairs room, was using the steamer 
shortly before 7 a. m. yesterday to 
take down old wallpaper. 

The boiler evidently got too 
close to a dresser in the room and 
set it afire, A remen said. 

Dr. Stlckney said he used two Are 
extinguishers on the blaze before 
A remen arrived. 

The flames from the bureau 
charred the floor underneath and 
a section of the ceiling overhead. 
Firemen with a booster hose put 
the Are out within a few minutes, 
they said. 

The whole upper floor sustained s 
good deal of smoke damage. 

The bureau and clothe* stored In¬ 
side it, were destroyed. 

There was no peri cm si injur^, 
Aremen said. 


9P9/SZ. 


CHIMNEY FIRE ON MAPLE 
8 TREET DOES NO DAMAGE. 

A chimney Are at 143 Maple street 
brought Aremen out at 8:43 .a. m 
yesterday. The house, occupied by 
Mrs. Mary Kleley. was not damag¬ 
ed, firemen said. The blaze was put 
out before it could spread. 



Wife Burned, 
Mate Held 


Mrs. Edwin Blood Treated at 
Hospital Following Early 
Morning Fire in Bed. 


A Rutland woman received burns 
•nd her huaband was arrested on 
a warrant charging him with In¬ 
toxication when fire broke, out In 
their bed early yesterday. 

‘ Mrs. Edwin Blood, 34, of 49 Piees- 
ant street was treated at Rutland 
hospital after fire broke out in 
• bed at the apartment occupied 
by Mrs. Blood and her huA>and at 
a. m. 

She was treated for bums by 
D^. Gordon Smith, and later re¬ 
leased. 

Her husband, an Army veteran, 
was being held last night In Rut¬ 
land County Jail, on a police war¬ 
rant charging him with intoxics, 
lion. 

Firemen called to tha fire, lo¬ 
cated in an upstairs front room. 

nuttre* U 4 bedding 
mouldering, and aUo • Ore In ■ 
cloeeUavatory. where tome of the 
burning material »u evidently 
«**en la an endeavor to extingulih 
U. they aald. 

Meet of. the Are waa out when 
nretnen arrived, but they reported 
Jhe apartment full of .moke. A 
w “ on the bum- 
u wm «»«•« 
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Blast Turns Living Room Into Shambles 



Herald Photo—Merusl. 

Contusion from explosion of leaking gas ripped up celling In the home of Mrs. John Btevena 
t! 11 West street yesterdsy. causing one section of It to U| within three feet of the floor. Injured 
were Mr*. Ktevena. who w*s burned shout the arms, and s four-month old baby. The living room 
was littered with broken furniture, plaster and claaa. (Other pictures Page 3.) 


Mrs. Stevens said flames came 
I boiling up the cellar stairs follow- 
ing the blast. The baby's carriage 
just at the head of the stairs was 
tumbled end over end by the ex¬ 
plosion and the heat ignited the 
baby clothes. Mrs. Stevens rush-, 
led to beat out the Are, suffering! 
second and third degree burns ori | 
the arms and >lnged hair and eye- 
I brows. 

Mrs. Stevens* daughter, Barbara.! 
110. was in the upstairs front corner 
room when the explosion knocked 
one side of the floor loose from the 
wall and tipped bed, dresser and 
chairs down toward the floor be¬ 
low. 

She fled safely into the street. 
Other members of the family ml 
the house at the time, all of whom 
escaped with nothing more than a 
bad fright, were Mrs. Stevens I 
daughter, Judy, 13. and Mri Cath- 
ieen Merrill, together with Mra. 
Merrill’s four-year-old son. Danny 
Also In the house was a friend. 
Donald Pratt, 18. 

Dennis Noonan, owner of the 
house, was not present at the time 
of the explosion. An ell section was 
apparently undamaged, although 
the occupants. Mr. and Mrs. Cordon 
McFarren, their daughter. Mrs 
Irene Renher, were shaken by the 
blast. 

Damage was almost entirely due 
to the blast, rather than to flames 
When firemen arrived fire wan 
spouting from the basement well 
where the gas-pipe entered, but lit¬ 
tle flame was evident elsewhere 
The house was full of dust and 
smoke. 

There was soapy dishwater In 
the kitchen sink and the dralnboard 
was full of glassware covered with 
a film of piaster. Not a dish In the 
lot was broken. 

Mr*. Stevens, who with her 
daughter. Barbara, works as a maid 
in the Berwick hotel, said the fam¬ 
ily was In the process of moviog 
to Clarendon. They would have 
been out of the house by Unlay, 
she said. 


Baby Burned aSj Blast 

Rips West Street Home 

♦ — } «- 


u I > V <± 

Minor Damage Caused . 
By Smudge at Hospital 


Only minor damage was caused 
to the laundry at Rutland hospital 
early today when smoke from 
the overheated east wall filtered 
through the place and the help’s 
quarters upstairs. 

Firemen, who responded to an 
alarm at 12:22 a. m.. said they be¬ 
lieved the wall became overheated 
as a result of use of an incinerator 
during the evening. 

All available apparatus responded 
and after wetting down the hot 
wall firemen assisted in clearing 
smoke from the building. 

Most of the laundry was removed , 
from the ^building by nurses and 
other hospital help when the smoke 
was first discovered. 


Six Other Persons Escape i 
Serious Injury; Glass 
Blown Into Street. 

A four-month-old baby was badly 
burned but six other people es¬ 
caped serious Injury In an rxplo* f 
sion yesterday which ripped a 
house at 51 West street, collapsing 
floors and walls, overturning furni¬ 
ture and blasting window glass into 
the* street. 

Firemen said the explosion oc¬ 
curred about 0 p. m. when gas leak- , 
Ing from a connecting pipe was 
ignited somehow. 

Mrs. John Stevens, who with her 
family occupied one section of the 
house, was burned on the arm* as 
she rushed to beat out (he flaming 
clothes of the boby. Marcia Ann. 
The baby suffered second degree 
burns on the face and upper body 
She is In Rutland hospital where 
Mrs. Sophie Davidson identified 
herself to hospital authorities as 
the mother of the child. 

The explosion blew out one side 
section of the house wall, collapsed 
the floor in one room of the house, 
knocked the legs out from under¬ 
neath beds and chairs and blasted 
glass from the windows into West 
Street. _ 1 


Two Buildings 
Threatened By 
Rubbish Fires 


Burning piles of rubbish threat¬ 
ened buildings in two sections of 
the cRy yesterday*' but firemen 
reached the acene In both caaes be¬ 
fore damage became aerloui. 

Rubbish in a basket on the hack 
porch of the house of Patrick 
Stapleton. 38 East Center street, 
was ignited at 12:48 p. m Engines 
2. 3. and 4 answered the alarm and 
used a booster line to squelch the 
flame. Clapboard siding on the 
porch was acorchcd. flrernen said. 

Paint was blistered slightly on 
the rear aide of the Tydol gasoline 
station at North Main street and 
North atreet extension when a rub¬ 
bish pile fire got out of control at 
12:52 p. m. No further damage was 
reported to the station, operated by 
Randall Durker. 

The Are department also answer¬ 
ed calls to grass fires at 116 Granger 
street. 135 Pearl street and St. Pet¬ 
er’s field. 

A grass Are outside the city lim¬ 
its. technically beyond the jurisdic¬ 
tion of city firemen, was answered 
when the residence of Clarence E 
Oakman of upper Woodstock ave¬ 
nue was threatened by flames. 


Her husband, a pulp truck driv¬ 
er, was out od ,a trip, unaware last 
night of what had happened. 

Mrs. Renner said she was stand¬ 
ing in the McFarren’i kitchen, 
when the blast shook the whole! 
building. 

The expioaion blew out almost | 
all the windows in the main section j 
of the house. Curtains hung out¬ 
side the gaping framea. testimony, 
to the force of the blast Pieces of j 
glass were picked up from as far 

away as Lincoln avenue, 70 feet 

distant. ^ 

Neighbors said the aouno had the 
noise of * something falling ” It wa* 
heard hy people within a block 
around the scene. 

The baby and Mrs. Stevens were 
taken to the nearby office of Dr J 
Victor J Plsanelll. who Immedi¬ 
ately ordered the baby rushed loj 
the hospital. Mrs. Stevens was treat¬ 
ed til the doctor's ofTice. 

Gas around-the leak at the cellar 
wall flamed like a torch for nearly I 
an hour after the explosion, as fire¬ 
men stood hy with booster lines to 
keep the floor above from Ignit-i 
ing 

Workers finally dug outside the 
building to shut of! the gas. 

In the ground floor of the house 
personal belongings were strewn' 
about. Tlie Stevens' belongings had [ 
mostly been removed from the up- 
stairs section, except for a bed. a 
dresser and a few chairs In th«* 
room from which Barbara escaped ' 
Thu floor of that rodkn sagged at | 
one corner until It came to rest on , 
the radiator In Ihe room below. 

The accident occurred Just at the 
supper hour for many householders 
in the city, who poured out, young 
and old. to the scene. 

Fire Chief Alfred If. KoltonskJ 
said last night that he was calling 
in ofTicials from the state fire mar¬ 
shal’s olTice to make an Investiga¬ 
tion of the cause of the explosion. 
The Investigation will begin some¬ 
time today, he said. / 
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Herald Fholo—M*r»al. 

Smoke rlaea from section of RL Peter's Reid bleacher* duruitd by Are which spread from a trim 
bUie. The fire broke out nearly two hours before a doubltheader exhibition baseball fame between 
Rutland Junior Leflon and PltUfleld, Maaa„ teuna. ___ 


Bleachers At 
BallFieldBurn 


Chief Koltonski Says Grass 
Blaze Spread to St. Peter’s 
Field Wooden Scats. 


A grass Are west of St. Peter's 
field was the cause of a blaze which 
crackled throufh 100 feet of bleach 
ers Saturday afternoon, fire officials 
•aid yesterday. 

Tire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski 
said the absence of wind Saturday 
■probably helped keep the fire from 
causing greater damage. 

Ftmroen, called at 2:43 p. nv. con 
conlratod streams of water on the 
weet and of the rrandsUnd to keep 
It from bursting Into flames. 

They were hampered somewhat 
by • wire grill-work In back of 
the bleachers, erected to keep peo 
pie from sneaking under the seats 
from outside, 

Hoee lines were laid frortLi hy 
drant on River street. The file was 
doused In a little over an hot \ The 
grata Are Itself was doused as 
threatened to spread to U > dry 
sedge and grass west of thwplay 
tng field toward Otter cree . The 
fire started Just before th( Rut 
land Junior Legion doubleieader 
was scheduled to start. The famei 
were played. 

Chief Koltonski said the burned 
bleachers were Injured He could 
not say how much the bleacher-losa 
would coat The burned section was 
almost a total loss. The burned 
bleachers were owned by St. Feter' 
parish. 


Fire Causes 
$70,000Loss 


Flames Level Mention Bam in 
Which Furnace, Oil Heater 
Equipment Is Stored. 

Fire raged through an estimated 
$70,000 worth of furnace and oil 
healer equipment as It completely 
destroyed a barn Saturday at the 
home of Timothy Murphy of Town 
Line road In Mendon. 

Firemen, hampered by lack of 
water, managed to save the Mur¬ 
phy’s near-by house with the con 
tents of a booster tank. They said 
there was not enough water avail¬ 
able for hoses to use on the dry 
barn. 

The equipment was the property 
of the Holland Furnace company of 
78 Strongs avenue, of which Mur¬ 
phy is manager. 

Floyd Weed. Murphy’a father-in- 
law, noticed the Are about 2 p. m 
Murphy was away at the time. 
Firemen received Weed’s call short¬ 
ly after 2. 

They said when they arrived the 
fire was already beyond control. 

Murphy said the furnace equip¬ 
ment. to be used in coal-burning 
furnaces, was not Insured. The 
barn was Insured for $5000. he said 

Cause of the Are was undetermin¬ 
ed Murphy aaid possible faulty 
wiring could be a reason. He said 
there was little Inflammable mate¬ 
rial In the barn, except some old 
hay chaff on the floor. 


Scenes From West Street Gas Explosion 

iV 


, ■ ^ « 


* I 


*■/ •*/s ■ 


- ^ 

Steam Pipe Is 
Blamed for Fire 

90 

A tG roverHome 


Flooring set afire by heal from a 
steam pipe was the firemen’s reason 
for a blaze at the home of A. C. 
Grover at 55 Evergreen avenue early 
yesterday which burned up a sec¬ 
tion of partition and filled the house 
with imoke. \ 

The Are sUrted. firemen said, at a 
point where a steam pipe passes 
from the cellar to the first floor of 
the house. Firemen arrived about 
1:30 s. m. 

Over a period of years, they said, 
a steam pipe's heat will reduce the 
wood touching it to the point where 
It catches Are. The prOcea* of oxi¬ 
dization goes on In the same man¬ 
ner, although much more slowly, as 
when a hot ember is pressed against 
the wood. 

Yesterday's Are burned a strip 
about 13 inches wide between two 
Joists from floor to ceiling of a flrst- 
floor room. Firemen u sed two boos- 

I ter hosea on the flames and smoke 
ejectors to clear the house of smoke. 


► 


itj_ * r /1 - 
Children Lectured After 
l ire Spreads to Garage 


A Ore act by children playing 
with matches. according to Mrcmrn, *m 
whi responsible for a blaze in a i 
pile of leaves at 26 liurnharn 
nue yi‘*t« rday at 4 30 p. in. which . 
scorched the back end of a garage 
Firemen said two* young people, 
w*re lectured by authorities for . 
their carelrvuievs Owner of Ibe i 
garage was Miss Man on I, Wurd 
There was small damage to the 
outside of the building, they re¬ 
lented 


Today’s 

Weather 

Forecast 




FAIR 


Saturday’s Temperatures 

No*. IS tear A(o 
lllfh . .. 57 .. GO 

Ix>w .20 47 , 

Weather conditions: Cloudy. 


i< r ‘ 




Herald Photo*—Mrrittl. 

Section of Mr.. John Slrv.ru' .p.rtment »t J1 Wert .tree! torn open by 
cued when le.klnr f » became linlted. The hole *u ne.rly Ur|e enou t h for . nun to pa» 
through. * N _____ • S 
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Firemen 

Blaze 8 Hours; 

.« * 

26 Are Homeless 


Three Persons Injured Slightly as Slow Moving But 
Blistering Hot Fire Spreads Throughout 70-Year- 
Old Frame Building; Wholesale Produce, Beauty 
Shop Supply Firm, Grocery Store JHard Hit 

Origin Is Undetermined 

-- • 

A $75 000 eight-hour left the Hale Block at 17-23* Wale* St. a 
roofless blackened wreck yesterday, drove more than a score of per¬ 
son* into the street* and destroyed the stock of a grocery store, a 
wholesale produce company .and a beauty shop supply firm. 

Three people were hurt slightly in the Are and a young girl occu¬ 
pant of an upstairs apartment was snatched to safety by an alert Hut- 
land* police officer who aroused residents to the danger. 

(Additional stories and pictures will be found on Pages I 
- fand 9. \ \ 

The slow-moving but blistering 
hot fire of undetermined origin 


Smoke pours from the two upper stor.es of ihe Jour-to^JUU 


broke out in the rear of the base¬ 
ment of the four-story building 
about 2:15 p. nv. nearly trapping 
three men working in that part of 
| the building. 

The blaze roared up an Inside cen¬ 
tral partition and mushroomed into 
the dry attic amid dense clouds of 
|smoke. 

Baffled firemen groped through 
(the gloomy interior of the 70-year- 
old structure in search of the fire 
before they were forced back by the, 
thick swirling smoke. It was three 
hours before they were able to get 
| inside again. « 

More than an hour after the first 
I alarm was turned In flames flared 
out on the root and the whole top 
of the structure collapsed slowly in- 
I to the blazing interior. 

Firemen, slipping and sliding on 
I the Icy streets outside in below- 
freezing temperatures, poured tons 
I of water into the building. 

Put out of business temporarily 
I were the H. A. Goyette Beauty 
Parlor Supply company; the Pico 
Produce company, wholesalers; 
with an estimated damage “near 
$15,000,” and the grocery More of 
Pasquale I*atorti, who said $12,000 
j worth of his stock was gone. 

All four outer walls of the wood- 
Ion building were lined almost to the 
lop with a layer of brick, firemen 
said. This acted to keep the fire in¬ 
side. and lessened the danger of it 
spreading to nearby buildings, 
j Fire Chief Alfred H. Koitonskl 
Laid the structure was insured for 
I about $28,000. 

















































The block hai been the subject 
of many discussions of condemna¬ 
tion proceedings in the past. Chief 
Koltonaki aaid the owner,. E. C. 
Goodrich, was told lift August the 
building must be made more fire¬ 
proof or be torn down. Koltonaki 
aaid the deadline was Jan. 1, 1953, 
after which hia department and the 
state fire marshal's office planned 
to take steps to condemn it. ' 

Joseph Moscatiello of Unioq St., 
proprietor of the Pico Produce 

S jmpany, located in the cellar of 
e building, was at work there 
with two helpers, Richard Clifford 
of Rutland and Malcolm Washburn 
of East Plttsford, when the fire/* 
broke out nearly trapping them. 

The three said they were in a 
cooling room filled with bananas 
shortly before the ftre started. Only 
minutes before the fire Francis A. 
Ryan, a Rutland City policeman, 
had vlaited them on his regular 



Ht and his helpers opened the door 
of the room and were jcared by 
heat and flame. 

They flung themselvej headlong 
through the Willow SL entrance to 
the basement snd sprawled into the 
open air with scorched hands snd 
faces and tinged hslr. 

. At almost the same time Paaquale 
Patortl, owner * of a store on the 
first fioor of the building, noticed 
•moke pouring through cracks in 
the floor. 

Police Officers Charles E. Spoon 
snd Dennis Noonan were in the 
street In front of the building in¬ 
vestigating a minor car accident 
at the time the Are broke out. 

While Officer Noonsn raced to 
turn in the alarm. Spoon headed 
upstairs to warn the occupants. He 
•aid ht got as far as the second 
story before smoke blinded him. 

Many of the 26 occupants of the 
upper stories were out of the 
building at the time. Those who 
were inside, including several small 
children and two elderly women, 
hurried to safety without having 
Ume to save their belongings. 

Officer Spoon said he picked up 
a tot on the stairs of the second 
floor who was too frightened to 
move and rushed her outside. 

Mrs. Nora E White, an elderly 
woman living on the top floor, came 
to safety without even her shoes. 
She was watching the fire-fighting 
activities later In her bedroom slip¬ 
pers. 

Aa the fire spread, cars parked 
in the streets and parking lota 
around the building were pushed 
out of danger from falling sections 
of .the house and out of the way 
of the firemen. 

A temporary home for those turn¬ 
ed out by the blaze was provided 
by William I. Glnsburg at the Ho¬ 
tel Bardwell Annex. 

Made homeless by the fire were 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mott and chil¬ 
dren, Barbara. Richard and Rob¬ 
ert; Norman Davis; a Mrs. Crosby: 
Ellen Peck; Robert Sherwood and 
eons. Robert, Conrad and Raymond; 
Mr. and Mrs. Orin Miles; Willard 
ralrchdd and children, Willard and 
Thomas; Mrs. Lena Aldrich and 
children, Edward Smith and Dora 
Jean Aldrich; Mr. and Mrs. John 
Mitchell and ton. Ronald; James 
McGulrk; Paaquale Patorti; Benja¬ 
min Snyder, and Mrs. Nora White. 

Children huddled costless in the 
street shivering In the sub-freextng 
temperature before they were 
shepherded away to temporary 
shelter in Dunn's alleys. 

John Brislin of the Central Ver¬ 
mont Public Service Corporation 
fas works said he wa* able to turn 
off the gss outlet In the basement 
of the building about 3:30 p. m. 

Hundreds of onlookers gathered 
to wsfch the Are take over the 
buildlrfr tfi order ta keep the 
crowd frees pressing too close, 
police strung ropes across the road 
and sidewalks on Wales St. 

Wales St. from Center St to West 
St was closed to through traffic 
and Willow St were still clojed 
to traffic this morning. 


Thf multitude of partitions In 
the building hampered the efforts 
of foremen to fight the blaze from 
the outside. But by 5 p. m. Chief 
Koltonaki said "It won’t get any 
worse." 

It was not until after 10 p. m , 
however that the Chief made a 
final round of inspection through 
the ruins by flashlight and told his 
men to get ready to go home. 

He said some of the furniture in 
the upper front rooms was hardly 
touched by fiamc. although badly 
water-soaked. 

As soon is the firemen saw the 
blaze was extensive Chief Kolton- 
skl sent in an order for a whistle 
alarm calling all special and off- 
duty firemen to the scene. 

The Proctor fire department was 
also asked to help. The department 
sent one truck to aid the fight. 

A canteen operated by A. W. 
Macauley and the Red Cross to 
provide firemen with hot coffee and 
food was set up in the Dunn bowl- 
Ing alley across the street from the 
burning building. 

H A source of worry after the fire 
got under wsy was a gasoline pump 
standing over a 300-gallon gasoline 
tank. 

However, firemen said ghey shut 
the pump off from the buried tank 
Ip time to prevent an explosion. 

A heavy smoke pall fettled over 
separate sections of the city as the 
wind shifted during the fire. 

The thick, choking smoke drove 
spectator? back fuhher and further 
until fire lines were finally estab¬ 
lished well oat of range of the 
blaxe. 

The steady 'building up of the 
blaze within the structure was not 
apparent at first. It was over an 
hovr after the fire started before 
flames were visible In any quantity. 
The roof caved In at 3:30 p. m. even 
aa firemen continued to pour water 
onto the building. 

The force of the hoses tore out 
chunks of the building periodically, 
•ending: them winging into the 
streets. 

Chief Koltonaki said it was fen- 
poalble lo lay a Udder against the 
to get above \he fire. Fear 
that the walla Would crumble under 
the weight prevented use of the 
ladders. The tame feer that falling 
roof particles and collapsing floors 
would trap firemen also prompted 
the chief to keep hla men from in¬ 
side th# bulM ini. 

Hie dark, menacing moke was 
made even darker on several oc¬ 
casions whan oil barrels, probably 
connected to home beaters, went up 
with muffled thuds. One In partic¬ 
ular tent a high column of black 
amok* towering above the building. 

Hie frustrating forward drive of 
hidden flames blocked firefighters 
at ereggy turn. KoHonsld said It was 
practically impossible to place an 
gftetffe stream «on the fire. The 
bices worked Its way upward in- 
aide partitions and in one red hot 
area at almost fee exact center ef 
the building. Whan ft broke throucg i 
at lest the beat It generated could 

be felt as far sway •« tl»e Waft Rt 
intersection. 

As night fail, the scene turned 
in to an errle sight firemen fouled 
big spotlights Into place to bathe 
the area In brightness. Water hegar. 
to turn Into Ico on telephone and 
power lines, hoses, building rides 
asul on the streets. 

WColtonskl said thera wera |2 
streams of water pouring on the fire 
at Us height. 

Included In this number wet# 
three "deluge** nozzles spraying the 
building from a aet-ln-piac# rack. 

There were 4000 feet of hoseline 
used at the fire, the chief said 
Br late lest night the building 
wa/at last quiet except for dripping 
water. Two police officers were 
stationed to watch ovar the jumbled 
smoke-filled roomf end eoeked 
merchandise until today. 

Patortl, owner c 
in the building, 
stray pieces of 
from the street 
side 

“You know,** he Ml A, "|>e been 
dreemln* ebotrt Are lor Ihe led two 
flight*. Led night 1 dreamed I 
couldn't pttt .lt (M t.- 
riremen returned to the building 
■bortly before midnight to rjumeh 
• new but men outbreak end to- 
d lea ted the building might have to 
be wet down again Ihla morning.' 
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Red Cross To 
Aid Victims Of 
Hale Block Fire 


Earl S. Wright, chairman of Rut¬ 
land County Chapter, American 
Red Cross, has announced the chap 
ter stands prepared to assume JU 
disaster responsibilities arising from 
the Hale block fire In accordance 
with the basic policies and prattle** 
under which the Red Cross op*r- 
ales 

Wright reminded victims Red 
Cross headquarters are at 37% M*r 
chants Row, telephone 717-W 

In the absence of Joseph Brislin, 
chapter disaster chairman, Mrs 
Gladys Capron, home **rvke #*<- 
retery, checked yesterday afternoon 
to see that all victims of the fire 
had accommodations for the nlgfit | 
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SmallDramaS| 
Unfold as Fire 
Guts Building 


An elderly occupant stood coat- 
leu outaid* the amoklering block 
Just after the fire wu discovered. 
Shivering in the Jfl-degree cold, 
ahe looked longingly up the stairs 
leading to her apartment Td like 
to go back and get my coat** ahe 
said in a numbed monotone. *Td 
like to go back and get ray coat" 

Cars parked near the building 
were driven away by their owners 
as the fire threatened to burst out 
the rear of the building. An em¬ 
ploye of Cartmell’s Sales and Ser¬ 
vice wheeled a truck containing 
several t^nks of gas away from the 
fire scene a few moments before 
flames burst from the rear of the 
structure. 

Hundreds of spectators lined 
streets Intersecting the Are area. 
Probably the best spot on West St 
was the entrance to the Trinity 
Episcopal Church, where fire view¬ 
ers were able to get a good glimpse 
of the Are without being enveloped 
in p»moke at bothersome intervals. 
Another good *pot for spectators 
was the east side of the Federal 
building. 

l 1 A hose-ladder used by the fire¬ 
men at the rear of the structure 
tort, a large hole in the building 
near the roof* permitting A remen 
to send i water cascading through 
the "interior. The power of the de 
vice nearly knocked the rear wall 
of the building down as firemen 
rocked It back and forth, sending 
clapboards flying off the building. 

Small fry, attracted by the fire, 
watched the work of firemen with 
a mixture of awe at firefighting ef¬ 
forts, while they were also hopeful 
the blazq would spring out to cover 
the structure with flames. They 
were quick to express delight when 
the fire crackled out from the edgej 
of the roof despite the tons of 
water poured on it 

Tiremen used a Civil Air Patrol 
emergency power generator to 
provide power for their dquip-j 
ment The generator was mounted 
on a trailer and was placed its, 
headquarters for just such emer¬ 
gencies, according to Lt CoL Wal¬ 
ter D. Griffin, project officer of the 
Vermont Wing of the CAP. Grif¬ 
fin recently placed a smaller gen¬ 
erator in police headquarters. 

Adjacent buildings were not 
threatened by the blaze due to the 
fact the fire did not really blossom 
out on the exterior of the build¬ 
ing. 

Willow St was littered with 
debris last night after the fire had 
been conquered. Clapboards, heavy 
Umbers, and oil drums lay along 
the' street In addition, a thick 
coating of ice spread glass-like 
around the entire fire area. Fire¬ 
men and police flipped and skidded 
on the icy surface is they made 
watch tours of the area. 


An oocupant of the building re¬ 
turned from his work in Spring- 
field last night glanced at the gut¬ 
ted structure and asked where his 
family was. Officials told him his 
family y/ii at the Hotel Bardwell 
Reassured, the man left 
scene. 


Annex, 
the fire 


Proctor Firemen Fight Blaze • 


• . 7 *' • 

1 Herald Photos—Merusl. 

Proctor firemen play water on the Hale Block Are after being summoned here as a precaution 
in case the towering walla of the wooden business block should collapse outward. 

‘ . 7 <1 ' :» - /* 


Mrs. Ilelmer Hood, canteen director of the American Red Cross, who set up headquarters in 
the Dunn Bowling Alleys building, and Albert W. Macauley. managing director of Prousc’s Restau¬ 
rant who supplied large quanUlies of . coffee and foodstuffs, are shown serving cold and water- 
soaked Rutland firemen. X . 


J Ben)nfnln Snyder, a roomer, got 

a rude shock when he returned to 
Rutland last night from his job in a 
Dauby marble quaiTy. He rounded 
Wales St to learn the fu*e had de¬ 
stroyed all his personal properly. 
His major concern was over a bank¬ 
book lost in the tijaze. He* felt bel¬ 
ter when informed bis bank would 
have a duplicate record. 

The Wonder Store on Center St 
threw open Us doors to' the un¬ 
fortunate fire victims last night of¬ 
fering to outfit ail who lost cK \ cs 
in the blaze. William L Ginsburg. 
Rutland merchant also made provi¬ 
sions to put up any without lodg¬ 
ing in the Bardwell annex. 

First Assistant Fire Chief Ralph 
Bean sorta lost his head—or part 
of it at least—during the Are. He 
tossed his dress shoes and soft hat 
into The Herald hallway for safe 
keeping as he donned working 
clothes to Aght the blaze. He found 
the shoes when he returned about 
seven hours later, but the hat is 
still missing. 

Police Officer Charles E.'Spoon 
is a hero to an unidentified young 
girl who probably owes her life 
to the patrolman. Officer Spoon, 
first into the burning building, spoi¬ 
led the youngster standing on the 
second floor hallway, apparently 
blinded by the smoke. He snatched 
her up and carried her to the street 
while the adults he had aroused 
with his police whistle fled to 
safety. 

Orln Miles, a tenant, was pre¬ 
vented from entering the building 
by police to save his car battery 
Officers and spectators helped him 
push his battery-less car away 
from the structure. 

A “deluge nozzle" at the north 
*i<V of the burning building got out 
of hand during the excitement yes¬ 
terday and deluged the crowd of 
onlookers, who scattered in dismay 

Early in Vhe fire, before flames 
spread to the front of the building, 
a fireman scaled the fire escape In 
front and began to kick In the sec¬ 
ond floor windows. Whereupon 
Chief Koltonski appeared from in¬ 
side the building and pulled up the 
windows by hand. 

William Grace, a UVM student 
who was a fireman last summer, 
dropped in for a visit to the sta¬ 
tion on his vacation jiut before 2 p 
I m. yesterday. At 6 p. m. he was still 
dragging hose around. 


Dunn's Bowling Alleys across the 


^ The adjacent Herald building got The nickname "smoke-eaters** 

afreet"from the‘ HluTHi 1 WSLsh down on its north side dur- took on new meaning yesterday for 

up shop for the night transforming ,nK the flrp * ° ne ho ' e crcw 4enl a * >me of R^ 11 ****’ 4 firemen. Several 

the establishment Into a R^d Cross heavy 4lnwun through a back got more than their share of quick 

center for dispensing hot lunchw wlndow of lhc Halc Hlock The trips Inside the -building during the 
and soup to firemen police officers 4treain carried across the inside of early moments of the blaze. One 
and helpers ' the burning building, out a window fireman waa made tick to his 

_ . on the south wall and smack into stomach by the wnoke. He was back 

Polio* lines holding back the lh * north wall of The Herald. It on th* Job soon sftonvbrd, how- 

crowds fell back gradually until sprinkled several Herald employes ever, 
barricades were finally established viewing the blaze from the roof. 


at the comers of Wales and West 

and Center Sts. Albert MacAuley, proprietor of 

- Prouse's restaurant, appeared Just 

There was an element of beauty as darkness fell with hot coffee and 

In the thick billowing smoke as it aandwiches for the firemen. He set 

u _ 14 r . ru - uT1tjJJ rn i f «i :, Lf il .curled in fluffy masses from all up shop on the sidewalk a cross the 

foimdi? Mtg ot ^ buUdin «- ° nly hold - street from the burning building 

^1-hLfci t>ack 10 cn i° yln « to c artistic part of where Mrs. Helmer J. Hood dis- 

dirkn^u tlL lhc 9how WM lhc rrall * lUon how penaed the coffee to chilled amoke- 

P y 3ookcd deadly the acrid smoke could be. eaters 
out the windows of the newsroom. _ eavera. 


Fire, Chief Charles Style, of Talr 
Haven, en route through the city, 
joined the spectators. He said he 
could see th* billowing smoke from 
atop Mendon mountain as he ap¬ 
proached Rutland. 

Ter a Urn* lt wa* feared Mrs. 
Nora White, a tenant for nine years, 
was lost in th* fire. She was located 
by a reporter resting In an upstairs 
•oom at nearby 8 Wale* St where 
the sat calmly in slippers relating 
how She fled the ^building so fast 
there was no time to put on shoes. 


































A temporary place of business 
will be atl up in a aectlon of the 
Bove Distributors plant at 7 Pine 
SU.'Moacatiel^^sald. 

Moacatlello and two helpers, Rich¬ 
ard Clifford of Rutland and Mal¬ 
colm Washburn of East Pittsford, 
had a narrow escape Monday when 
they were nearly trapped inside the 
basement by the flash of flame. 

They Stumbled free with facial 
and hand bums. Moecatielk) **ald 
yesterday he recalled fallinf once 
and being picked up by Clifford and 
Sftiahed forward to the door, v 

The occupants of the upper ator- 
lea were finding housing elsewhere, 
•ither with friends and relatlvee or 
with City Welfare. Rutland mer¬ 
chants and Red Cross aid. Four fam¬ 
ilies are being cared for at the Hotel 
BardwtU Annex on Merchants 
Row. • 

* 8 ome of the occupants of the top 
•lory fled without a chance to save 
527 P«onal belongings. Mr*. Nora 
White, who was wearing bedroom 
lUppen whan she escaped f 
Udingr left for Albany 
with her daughter. 

The building itself was 1 
dboat U d O O O , according 
Koltonskl. . 

Am soon as insurance 

mptete their work end | all_ 

•al ragable goods are taken from 
the stores, the shell of the Rructure 
‘ oold come down. Koltonaki said. 
Ptesft on WIDow flt next to the 

building will not be safe until the 
building is down, he said. 

The building has <iften been the 
subject of condemnation talks. Last 
August the owner, E. C. Goodrich, 
was told the place must be made 
more fireproof by the first of the 
coming year, Chief Koltonskl said. 

“We've been afraid of a bad fire, 
with loss of life, for almost 30 year» 
at that building/' Koltonskl said 
yesterday. 

-It's a lucky thing nobody wai 
killed in the fire." 

He reported firemen pour¬ 
ed about 1,700,000 gallons of water 
during the eight-hour period at 
Monday's fire. 

It was at the rate of almost 3000 
gallons per gninute. 

The city reservoir, which could 
have been depleted badly if the fire 
had occurred in a dry period, show¬ 
ed ljttle drop Mondsy, wsler offi¬ 
cials said. 

fn order lo maintain pressure in 
hoaes during the fire, the use of ap¬ 
pliances in adjacent buildings was 
cut to a minimum. 

Chief Koltonskl said he wished 
to*expreas his thanks to the Phoctor 
Fire Department for lts«td during 
the emergency. 1 4 

The telephone company said a 
linesman cut the wires to the burn¬ 
ing. building early in the fir* Mon¬ 
day. They returned yesterday to 
restore service to the Johnson Serr 
▼icb station at the comer of West 
and Wales $U. It was the only 
phone outside the Hale Block ef¬ 
fected by the cut, an official said. 

The Central Vermont Public Ser¬ 
vice Corporation said a pole-climb¬ 
er clipped the eight wires to the 
burning building without disrup¬ 
ting service to the rest of the area. 

Yesterday, as weary firemen 
stretched aching bones In the quiet 
of the Central station* they report¬ 
ed two alarms brought a Are truck' 
back to the Hale block during the 
dsy. 

’ At 6:40 a. m. and 12 noon hot par¬ 
titions in the block rekindled 
small flames which were quickly 
put out 
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Under Roof Eaves 
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r>r»pHe the tons of water poured from several lines of hose on 
ness Block,.names late yesterday;afternoon ate their way through the 
ture as wqII as the roof aim Vie other .three sides 


Leaking Gas May 
Have Started Blaze 


Officials Open Probe of 
Business Block Fire as 
Salvage Work Begins. 

3 

Fire officials yesterday were ex¬ 
ploring the possibility that leaking 
gas in the basement of the Hale 
Block at 17-23 Wales St. may have 
touched off the blaze which gutted 
the building Monday afternoon. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonskl 
said definite cause was not yet de¬ 
termined of the sudden blaze which 
mushroomed through the 70-year- 
old structure, causing damage now 
eatimated at somewhat over *.V).- 
000 and leaving more than a score 
of persons homelesa. 


Koltonskl. First Assistant Chief 
Ralph Bean apd Inspector Charles 
Walker of the Stele Fire Marshal s 
office yesterday toured the sodden 
building which was still dripping 
from more than a million and a 
half gallons of water poured into 
It during the Are. 

The blaze must have started with 
a flash, they said, reconstructing 
the event, and then travelled up 
drain pipes in a central position 
to the top floor and attic, where 
It mushroomed. 

The task of salvaging material 
from the wrecked building, which 
Chief Koltonskl said would soon be 
coming down, continued yesterday 

Workers In the H. A. Goyette 
Beauty Supply* store and PasquaJe 


Hen 

the smoke^logged Hale Busi- 
south side l p£$he wooden ktruc- 

Patortl's general store on the first 
floor, and the Pico Produce whole¬ 
sale establishment in the basement 
began the weary task of sorting 
the damaged and undamaged goods. 

Clothing and furniture was sal¬ 
vaged from tome rooms at the front 
of the second floor. 

H. A. Goyette, whose property 
In the building was insured for 
(3000. said cardboard cartons were 
damaged by water. He said equip¬ 
ment such as razors and othe 
metal appliances could be salvagec 

He is moving the salvage to hi 
home at 29 Nichols SU where h 
said the bulk of his supplies ar 
already stored. 

Patortl yesterday moved severs 
truckloads of groceries to a hous 
he leases at 8 Wales St. 

He said yesterday he carried in 
surance of *10.000 on his stock. 

Patorti also sat up living quarter 
at 8 Wales SL His former room 
In back of the store in the burn* 
building were badly wrecked. H 
said he was not able to save muc 
of his personal effects. 

Joseph Moacatlello, owner c 
Pico Produce wholesale business l 
the basement where the Are startec 
said he carried * 10,000 insuranc 
on the stock inside. He said h 
did not know how much could b 
ivtiecL 
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Officials Study Hale Block Fire Cause 


Herald Photos—Merusi. 


Charles Walker (right) from the state Are marshal's office with Deputy Fire Chief Ralph Bean 
(left) and Fire Chief Alfred II. Koltonskl examine fire ruins in the Hale Block for the origin of 
the more than $50,000 blaze which gutted the three-story wooden structure on Wales St. here on 
Monday. The Are Is now •believed to have started from the explosion of leaking gasoline in the 
basement quarters occupied by.the Pico Produce Company. 



Patsy PatortI, retail 4 } and wholesale grocer who lost his entire stock In the Are, holds his hands 
out in dismay as he vie>ys the f^e, smoke and water damage to his store. 




Serious Fire 

Is Averted 

— 

Firemen Halt Spread of Flames 
in Blazing Room of Pearl 
St. Home. 


Rutland firemen Saturday avert¬ 
ed a serious fire at the home of Louis 
A. Rranchaud of 135 Pearl St. after 


an oil burner ignited an upstairs 
bedroom. 


The south side of the room was 
aflame when the owner discovered 
the blaze, fire officials said. 

Engines 1, 3 and 4 used boosters to 
extinguish the blaze. A smoke ejec¬ 
tor was also brought into action to 
dispel the clouds of smoke which 
billowed through the upstairs por¬ 
tion of the two-story building. 

The fire, described as a 'flash 
fire." burned everything on the 
south side of the room and singed 
a bed aVid other furniture on the 
north aide. 

Engines 1 and 3 were summoned 
to the scene at 4:55 p. m. Engine 4 
was called at 4:37 p. m. 

Fire officials could not estimate 
the damage. 

A short circuit In an electric stove 
at 34^ Summer St. brought fire¬ 
men out Saturday at 1:20 p. m. They 
said amoke in the kitchen alarmed 
the tenant. 

Engines 1 and 3 responded to the 
alarm. Firemen adjusted the wires. 
They said the smoke was caused by 
liquid falling on the broken wires 
of the unit. 

Firemen were called to one gnu 
fire yesterday and three grass blazes 
Saturday. 


auto 

Si. Firemen of Engine 4 went to the 
•cent at 10:51 a. m. They used two 
pack pumps to put out the blaze. 

Engine 4 answered Saturday'! 
Inr** grata alarms. The first call 
was on Mona Vista Ave. at 1:03 p. m. 

VThe second call was to 360 West 
5t at 3:07 p. m. 

Aflr. in Buffum'* lot on 8. Main 
St.broucht flromon to that area at 
«:07 p. m 

'No damage waa reported from the 

fraai Area. . , 


MORNING, D ECEM BER 26, 195L 

Firemen’s Yule Log Reads| 
Like Hectic Day in Early Spring 


-Is U spring* Or Is It Christ- 
meeV firemen were taking yes¬ 
terday as they chased eight 
grass fires In the city. 

Fire Chief AKred H. Kolton- 
tkt termed it one of the busiest 
Christmas*g in the history of 
the depgMvent. He theorized 
burning pgfiers. probably Christ¬ 
mas gift wrapping?, caused most 
of the fires. No damage was 
reported 

The chief said the largest fire 
was at )H Baxter St. yesterday 
at 11:43 a m Engine 4 respond¬ 
ed to the call 

Engine 4 responded to a large 
number of fires, but other 
trucks were shunted to fire 
scents when the harried fire- 
battlers of Engine 4> were not 
available > 

The first call for the engine 


waa at 9:56 a. m. when fire broke 
out near 56 Engrem Ave. 

An hour later the machine 
was called to 24 Ross St., re¬ 
turning at 11:13 a. m. to catch 
the Baxter St. call. 

While Epgine 4 was on that 
call. Engines 2 and 3 went to 
64 Alien St. at 11:18 a. m. Both 
returned at 11:53 a. m. 

Engine 4 went to 112 Crescent 
St. at 12:34. returning at 12:47 
p. m. The engine waa summoned 
again at 1:08 p. m to Highland 
Ave. Ext. At 2:10 p. m. the 
trufck went to 238 Lincoln Ave 
Thursday Engine 4 was sum¬ 
moned to fires at 118 S. Main St. 
at 1:10 p. m. and Park St at 
1 23 p. m. Both were grass fires. 
Engines 1 and 2 went to a grass 
fire Thursday at 6:03 a. m. at 
13 Kendall Ave. 
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FRIDAY MORNING, APRIL 24, 1953. 


TUESDAY MORNING. MARCH 24. 1951. 




* ** < ^ Herald Photos—Mfrus!. 

Among fir© victims were Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mott and their children, photographed shortly 
ly after they reached the street from the smoke-filled building. In tears at left Is Barbara Jean, 
t Mott Is holding his son. Robert Jr., and Mrs. Mott, their baby, Richard. 


' • • | 'Fire Loss Is 

Set at $6000 


Restaurant Equipment, Other 
Furnishing Destroyed by 
Rla/.c That Gutted Barn. 


Herald Photo— Mrrusl. 

More than J.S000 uorth of restaurant equipment, furniture and 
interior furnishings wn destroyed In this Wales SI.. barn fire 
at 6 a. m. yesterday. 


An estimated $.»non tn fftion worth 
of restaurant equipment, furniture 
and interior furnishings was de¬ 
stroyed yesterd.iv mafia, m. blaze 
in a barn at 108 Wales St that 
threatened two other buildings and 
left the ham a useless wreck 

A full crew of more than 30 fire¬ 
men battled for two hours against 
the blaze in the old barn, which 
also contained atynit two ‘tons of 
old newspapers, magazines and 
other papers, much of which was 
destroyed. 

The fire was discovered by Milan 
B Densmorc of 72W Park St, a 
taxi driver who whs passing the 
barn about 8 a m. Densmore said 
later. There was so much smoke 
you could* hardly see the barn." 
He drove directly to the Are station 
to give the alarm 

Engines 1 and 3 and the lad¬ 
der truck answered the fi’si alarm, 
and numbers 2 and \ answered the 
box alarm, pulled a few mtmitrs 
later. 

Two 2^-ineh hoses were immedi¬ 
ately used, one being turned on the 
end of the wooden house next door 
at 102 Wales St. only four feet 
away at the nearest point, and the 
other on the barn. A booster* line 
and later four lVinch hoses were 
also used. 

The corner of the roof of the 
house at 108 Wales St., occupied by 
the Joseph Bousley family and 
others, caught Are momentarily 
during the blare but was quickly 
extinguished. The comice Is about 
15 feet from the barn. 

The barn, owned by Mrs Cath¬ 
erine S. Hltzel of 8 Woodstock Ave. 
contained restaurant equipment and 
furnishings valued 
and 5.VXX). owned 
Cauley. owner 
rant, and chairs, 
stoves and other material owned by 
Joseph Hamel. 11 Noyes Ave., and 
valued at about $1000. Neither Mc¬ 
Cauley’s nor HameFs goods were 
insured, they said in giving their 
estimates of the total losses. 

Clothes for Mr. and Mrs, Joseph 
Bousley and their Six children, 
hung on a, brand-new ^clottiPslIne 
next to the barn, were totally de¬ 
stroyed. Mrs. Bousley said she es¬ 
timated the loss at more than $150 

Fire burned through most of the 


sec 

Ing. 

the 


ond Aoor 
bAd It 
i ground t 


Aoor of the tw*-story bulld- 
craihed through onto 
Aoor. 

The blackened. Hollow structure 
will have to be torn down. Chief 
Alfred H. Koltonskl said. 
f McCauley said much of the eqllp- 
iment, which Imcluded a steam t*b|K 
a dish-washing machine. teblW. 
chairs. 18 cartons of glasses and 
restaurant booths, had already been 
sold and he was planning to move 
all of It out next week* either to 
the purchasers or to the basement 
of Prouse’s restaurant • 


Child Guards 
Home After 
Starting Fire 


A 10-year-old girl who acci¬ 
dentally started a Are vhile 
playing alone at her houie at 
103 Dorr Dr. yesterday itnod 
watch over her home until Are- 
men arrived to put out the 
blaze. 

The fire started in clothing 
hanging in the corner of a bed- , 
room at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Brown. Firemen , 
said they believed the Are was 
started when the Brown’s 
daughter was playing with some 
mitches near the clothes, shortly 
after 5 p. m. 

When firemen arrived after a 
neighbor telephoned the alarm, 
they found the girl waiting for 
i them outside the house 

The flames had raced up a 
partition and into an empty 
upstairs room of the unfinished 
house. Firemen hosed down 
the blaze with water from two 
booster lines. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Kolton- I 
ski said the flame* burned 
through the partition downstairs 
and charred it upstairs, but add¬ 
ed that the home was unfinished 
and the partition had not breq 
paltered. The upstairs room 
where Aamrs broke through 
momentarily was empty and also 
i unfinished. 

Principal damage to the prop¬ 
erty besides the partition was to 
the clothing. 

The only other call of the day 
was for a chimney fire at the 
home of Mrs. Paul Eitapcnce, 

O Marble Ave., at 11:03 p. m. Tn* 
chimney burned Itself clean and 
the firemen’s only task was to 
shovel out the burning soot 
from the fireplace. 
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lleruld Photo—Merusl. 

Smoke rUeifrom the windows and roof of the John Valente building on West St.. occupies 
by the A. Ar P. Self Service Market and Rutland Bowlin* Alleys after Rutland firemen cheek 
flames which at one time shot like a blowtorch from the third story window. Preexist weather 
last night did not stop scores of persons from watching the firemen’s qolck efforts in curbing tne 

nr,. _ --- 


Blaze Thre 


ateris West St. 


A&P Block; $8000 Damage 
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Short Circuit 
Causes Fire At 
Heel Factory 


A abort circuit ir> wiring was the 
■ pparent cause o* a fire that burned ► 
into a partition wall in the Perfect 
Wcvxl Heel Co building in Center , 
Rutland last night, but Rutland Bre¬ 
men extinguished the blaze before 
it did further damage 
Firemen, culled at 8 26 p m. 
sprayed water from two 'booster” 
lines on the blaze and had It out lr. 
a few minutes after their arrival 
They said the only damage ww« 
to the partition wall, which stands 
between the dry kiln room and the 
boiler roosj The dry kiln was sn 
operation at the time Firemen | 
said :hry believed a w.-r.z short 
circuit that grounded Itself on sheet 
tin lacked against the wall started 
the trouble. 

Dambfe was said to be ’not more 
I than $50 " 


Fast Action by Firemen Pre-! 
Spread of Fire 1 That 
in Bowling Alleys. 


vents 
^ Starter 

A fire «t the Rutland'Bowlin* 
Alley* In tfie AfcP block that *ent 
(lame* shooting 2 feet out o( win 
dow* on West St. and threatened 
the entire building a* well a* the 
nearby Unlversallst Chukch was 
throttled bf Rutland firenjen with¬ 
in a few minute* after It jtarted at 
8:20 p. m. Yesterday. 

Flame* charred the entire upper 
front section of the building at 107 
West St., burned chairs, the ceil¬ 
ing of the bowling alley on the 
second floor, and lumber in the 
closed-in loft. licked at the tar¬ 
paper roof and did an estimated 
total damage of $7000-$®00. ac¬ 
cording to Fire Chief Alfred H. 
Koltonski. Cause of the blaze was 
not determined. 


The fire was discovered about 
6:20 p. m. by Raymond Guyette. 
16. a pin-boy at the bowling alleys, 
who went; to the small balcony 
above the alleys to get some pins. 
He discovered smoke and flame* 
In the small room where the pln- 
grlndlng machine is located, aftd 
dashed down from the balcony to 
give the alarm to Larry MuzzL pro¬ 
prietor of the all erk 


Muzzl telephoned the alarm at 
almost the same Instant tl^at First 
Assistant Fire Chief Rklph R 
Bean, returning from supp *r at hu 
home at 45 Evergreen A ve.. no¬ 
ticed the smoke and flame and 
turned in a box alarm. 

Bean said flamea were shooting 
out of the balcony windoWj 'Tike* 
a blowtorch" when he a rived on 
the scene. 

Engines 2, 3 and thfc ladder 
truck answered the alarm Engine 
4 Joined them a few minutes Jater. 
Firemen Jugged three 24 inch lines 
up the stairs of the building through 
heavy smoke and Intense heat and 
within a few minutes had quelled 
the flames. | 

The fire in the loft, which was 
especially stubborn, was fought by 
pushing a hose up through a hatch¬ 
way in the ceiling of the bowling 
alley. Assistant Chief Bean said 
"there was nothing in that loft to 
stop the flames from going from 
end to end.*’ ] . 

The men who hauled the lines up 
the stairs "took a lot of punish- 
ment—it was no picnic." Chief Dean 
said. 

Seventy-five feet of faddrr were 
put up to reach the balcoiv win¬ 
dows but by the time the ladder 
was ready for firc-flghtlng use the 
hoses carried uo the stairway of the 
building hod done their work. 

John Valmte. owner of the build 
Ing, declined to be specific about 
the damages last night tyit said 
damage to the building alon * would 
certainlv run into "several thou 
sand" dollars 

Murzi said he expected the dam 
age would run somewhere^ above 
*4000 to the allevs and eouipment 
He said up to 15 feet of each of 
the allevs were badly warped from 
the heat and water. Chairs. 30 sets 
of candlroin* a pin grinding ma¬ 
chine and other equipment were 
burned bevond salvage. ' 

At the AA-P. on the atreejt floor, 
eight men were working at the 
time of the alarm. Using tarpaulins 
furnished by the fire department 
and other protective covers In the 
store during painting operation*, 
they were able to save all itock 
from damage. Manager Charles Sil¬ 
ver said that u far as could be de¬ 
termined nothing was lost from 
water damage. He Mid Dr. Charles 
D. Beale, city health officer, check¬ 
ed the food stocks snd pronounced 
them undamaged In any way. 

’The 37 regular and volunteer 
firemen who fought the blaze, Chief 
Koltonski Mid. "did a wonderful 
ob-^an exceptional Job" in keep¬ 
ing it from spreading to the tar- 
papered roof. 

’ When I first got there I really 
thought the root would be surq to 
go." he said. 

Potential seriousness of the fire 
was not realized nt first, and there 
was no alarm given to get people 
out of the building until the arrival 
of firemen. Within a few rfiinUtcsj 
they were able to move back into’ 
the downstairs stores. 

The only fireman injured was 
Patrick J. Hurley, who . cut his 
thumb. He was treated by fire de¬ 
partment physician Dr. William 
Powers. 

In Addition to the bowling alleys 
and the A&P, the building is occu¬ 
pied by Tony's Barber Shop, and 
by Valcntc’s Cut-Rate, a drugstore 
on the street floor, and by Valente's 
pool room on the second floor. Vn- 
lente said last night that "quite a 
lot of water” came into the drug¬ 
store and barber shop, but said it 
would be difficult to say how much 
damage was done until today. 

The last fire truck was back In 
the station at 8:04 p. m., leaving 
only the emergency lighting unit, 
which remained in operation until 
9:30 p. m. 
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Herald Photo— Mernii 
Firemen pause near entrance of the Rutland Veterans of Forelfn 
Wan Post clobroomi during early morning Are yesterday which 
damaged the Wales 8L building to the extent of $13, Off. Cause of 
the Are is unknown. 


Flames Gut 
VFW Home 


Estimated $15,000 Damage I* 
Caused by Fire Early Yester¬ 
day; Cause Unknown. 


An estimated $13,000 damage was 
caused early yesterday when .flames 
seared the interior of the Veterans 
I of Forelfn wars clubrooms st 107 
| Wiles St shortly after 1 a. m. 

A VFW official last night said the 
I lota was covered by insursnee. He 
said a considerable amount 
equipment and the entire beer and 
liquor inventory were wiped out 
I by the blaze. 

Approximately $300 was In a safe 
In the building when the blaze 
broke out It was recovered and 
taken to the police station, 
spokesman said ihe money waj kept 
| on the Arst floor. 

Meanwhile Asst. Fire Chief Ralph 
R. Bean, who directed the battle 
against the early morning blaze, 
said yesterday he was unable to 
| make an estimate of the damage. 

According to Chief Bean, the Are 
I damaged the bar and an adjoining 
store room on ihe flrit floor of the 
building. Smoke damage was re¬ 
ported in the reading and card 
rooms on the first floor and the 
meeting hall which occupies the 
(second floor of the building. 

-The contents were heavily dam- 
(aged,- he pointed out, explaining 
most damage was due to the in 
| tense heat generated by the blaze. 

The alarm was- sounded at 1:07 
la. m. by Officer Robert Ballou of 
the Police department who spotted 
the Are while patrolling his beat. 
Officer Ballou told VFW officials 
the Interior of the building blos¬ 
somed into flame in the few min¬ 
utes taken to turn in the alarm at 
I a box on Strongs Ave. 

Three trucks, Engines 1 and 3 and 
| the ladder truck, responded to the 
summons at 1:08 a. m. At 1:10 a. m 
a box alarm brought Engine 2 to 
| the scene. 

Firemen laid two lines, one on 
| the Strongs Ave. side of the build¬ 
ing, the other on the Wales St. fide. 
Chief Bean 'said one two and one 
half-inch line was used, while 
three boosters were also used to 
I battle the blaze. 

’ Damage was confined to a heavy 
| char in the interior,- Chief Bean 
| said. 

-Fire officials said a large num* 

| ber of spectators watched the blaze, 
while police officials said eight of- 
(fleers directed traffic at the acene. 

The Are, according to officials, 

I flared in the storage room, but they 
were unable fo determine the cause. 
They speculated the blaze might 
have been ignited by a television 
set, since the set wss completely 
burned and the ares near it hetv- 
ily charred. 

The VFW official said the bar- 
| tender and four club member* left 
ht building at midnight. **They 
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Herald Photo—Meru»l 
Firemen pause near entrance of the Rutland Veteran* of Foreign 
Wart Post clubrooma during early morning fire yeaterdiy which 
damaged the Wales St. building lo the extent of $13,000. Cause of 
the lire la unknown 


AUGUST 31. 1951 


Dollar Damage 
From Rutland 
Fires Is Small 


Juit when the weather warmed 
up, a series of calls made It hotter 
for city firemen over the 
end. 

Total property damage was a few 
huodred dollars at the most 
In the only blare of consequence. 
Eh fines 1, 2 and S responded to 
an alarm from the home of William 
A. Fairbanks of 222 Stratton Hoad 
at 12:35 p. m. yesterday. Some 
boxes of clothing and magazine! in 
an unused second-floor storeroom 
were on Are. 

The Are was quickly put out 
with one booster line. Damage was 
confined to the stored material and 
a scorched floor. It wasn't known 
what started the blaze. , 

A defective sprinkler alarm' at 
tha Norcross-Eldrldge, Inc., build¬ 
ing on 15 Evelyn St accounted for 
two more runs by firemen. The 
first, at 8:32 a. m. Saturday, was 
tha first fire caU in five days in 
the city. The faulty alarm box 
tripped out another call Sunday at 
1:40 a. m. Thera was no flra or 
damage. 

* A small gnu flra Saturday at 
2:27 p. m. in the yard of Alteo J. 
Barbagallo of 43 Union St. furnish¬ 
ed city firemen with an eight-min¬ 
ute excursion. Engine 3 made the 
run. 


Six Fires Keep 
Department On 
The Hop Here 


S»x fires. Iwo of them potentially 
serious, were handled by the fire 
department over the weok-rnd 

Yesterday a gras* fire flared close 
to the Kmo Standard Oil Company 
tank* at 102 Meadow St. at 3 52 p 
m. The fire was ignited at the rear 
of 132 South St. and leaped across 
a tinder-dry meadow to flare with¬ 
in feet of the bulk tanks. 

Firemen used a booster and pack 
pumps to quell the blare before It 
ate into heavy growth near the 
tanks. Engines 1 and 4 were called 
to the scene. The blaze was dead at 
4:11 p. m. 

The second Are blazed In a waste 
eonuinej* In the Montgomery Ward 
Tire Shop on Merchants Row at 
8:20 a. m. Saturday. 

Engines l and 3 and the ladder 
truck were summoned to the blaze 

Fire officials said two boosters 
were used to wet down the blaze, 
stating there was a possibility the 
blare was set. The door of the build¬ 
ing was scorched and and a num¬ 
ber of windows were broken, fire 
official* added. ^ 

They said the blare was caused 
by a cigarette v>r match thrown 
into the barrel of waste paper. 

A car fire brought firemen to 28 
Vernon St. at 12:20 a. nul yesterday. 
Engines 1, 2 and 3 responded to the 
summons. 1 

A spokesman vnd the flr»* was 
caused by a flooded carburetor. 
They *.*»id the driver of the car. 
Norma Pockette of Proctor, was 
warming the engine w'hen the car¬ 
buretor flooded and gasoline drop¬ 
ped on a hot rxhaust pipe. 

The bla/e burned near the motor 
and under the front seat, the spokes¬ 
man added. 


Flames Gut 
VFW Home 


Estimated $15,000 Damage Is 
Caused by Fire Early Yester¬ 
day; Cause Unknown. 


An estimated $15,000 damage was 
caused early yeaterday whernflames 
seared the interior of the Veteran* 
of Foreign Wars dubrooms at 107 
Wales St shortly after 1 a. m. 

A VFW official last night said the 
loss was covered by insurance. He 
said a considerable amount of 
equipment and the entire beer and 
liquor inventory were wiped out 
by the blaze. 

Approximately $300 was in s safe 


The VFW official aald the bar¬ 
tender and tour club membera left 
the building at midnight. "They 
laid everything waa OK when they 
left." he added. 

Smoke and water damage waa 
also reported in adjoining build¬ 
ing*. Firemen ejected amoke from 
the Quebec Cigar Company build¬ 
ing at 100 Walca St. Charles J. Moa- 
catelio. proprietor of the Modem 
Cleaner* and Tailor* at 5 Strong* 
Ave. aald laat night all garment* In 
the building may have to be re¬ 
cleaned, while there la a possibility 
the ceiling will have to be replaced. 
The floor, be aald, waa also warped 
by water. 

Smoke and water also aeeped 
Into Pip'* Barber Shop at 7 Strong* 
Ave., owned by Joaeph Moacatello. 

Laat night Martin J. Carmody, 
VFW quar term*iter, said the or¬ 
ganization plan* to re*tore the 
building. He aald the organization 
hope* to have the building back in 
operation in a month. Temporary 
plana, he noted, call for uae of the 
upper section of the building for 
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In tha building w^cn the blaze --- 

broke out It was recovered and a c lub room until repalri are made, 
taken to the police station. A Chief Bean aaid firemen extin- 
spokesman said the money was kept gulshed the blaze at 2:43 a. m. 
on the first floor. While they were fighting the fire, 

Meanwhile Asst. Fire Chief Ralph he pointed out, Loren N. Champney 
R. Bean, who directed the battle | served coffee and hot dogs. 

•gainst the early morning blaze, 
said yesterday he was unable to 
make an estimate of the damage 
According to Chief Bean, the fire 
damaged the bar and an adjoining 
store room on the first floor of the 
building. Smoke damage was re¬ 
ported in the reading and card 
rooms on the first floor and the 
meeting hall which occupies the 
second floor of the building. 

“The contents were heavily dam¬ 
aged/* he pointed out, explaining 
most damage was due to the In¬ 
tense heat generated by the blaze. 

The alarm was- sounded at 1:07 
a. m. by Officer Robert Ballou of 
the Police department who spotted 
the fire while patrolling his beat. 

Officer Ballou told VFW officials 
the interior of the building blos¬ 
somed Into flame in the few min¬ 
utes taken to turn in the alarm at 
a box on Strongs Ave. 

Three trucks. Engines 1 and 3 and 
the ladder truck, responded to the 
summons at 1:08 a. m. At 1:10 a. m„ 
a box alarm brought Engine 2 to 
the scene. 

Firemen laid two lines, one on 
the Strongs Ave. side of the build¬ 
ing. the other on the Wales 8t. side. 

Chief Bean said one two and one- 
half-inch line was used, while 
three boosters were slso used to 
battle the blaze. 

“Damage was confined to a heavy 
char In the interior/* Chief Bean 
said. 

♦Fire officials said a large num¬ 
ber of spectators watched the blaze, 
while police officials said elfht of¬ 
ficers directed traffic at the scene 

The Are, according to officials, 
flared in the storage room, but they 
were unable fo determine the cauae. 

They speculated the blaze might 
have been ignited by a television 
set, since the set wss completely 
burned and the area near It heav¬ 
ily charred. 
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: City Home 


McCullough Residence at Ten- 
nybrook Ct., Sustains $1750 
Loss; Garage Threatened. 


a/r//3 

A booster line vu u*«*d on 'the 
fire. The blaze w;u extinguished at 
! a m. 

The rear of 4 garage owned by 
Earl F StevSns of 121 River St. w as 
renrehed yesterday when a shack 
behind the building was set ablaze. 
Firemen went to the scene in En 
gincs I and 3. leaving the station at 
3:21 p. m. and returning at 3:29 p. 
m. Two boosters were used to flght 
ihe blaze. 

0 A spokesman said It wax caused 
by children playing with matches. 

A Are at a henhouse owned by P. 
J. O’Brien of M N. Main St. was al¬ 
io hi 


c* 

-H? 

a 

--- 

0 handled quickly by firemen, who 3 
were called to the scene * 3:50 p * - 

m 


3 c2 

CM * 


x — - 

They said hay and chaff were 
burning on the floor of the urioc- -* ~ £ d 
copied building. It was believed® 3 
children kindled the Arc through 
the careless use of matches. 55 ® 

I Engines 2 and 3 Were sent to the ~ --e • 
fire,- Engine 3 returning at 4 03 p. £ " 
sn.. while Englno 2 wasinlat 4:14 d. ^ £ c X 

A* | 


A flra that started in an oventuf- 
fed divan and spread to one wail 
and the attic of a small house at 6 
Tenneybrook CU occupied by John 
J. McCullough, did about $1730 
damage and threatened a large at¬ 
tached garage before it was quelled 
by firemen yesterday morning. 

The divan, a hig and other fur 
nlshings in the home were des¬ 
troyed. Other articles of furniture 
were blistered badly by the heat 
One wall and the entire attic above 
the McCullough residence and the 
long, attached garage for cars of 
Tennybrook Ct. residents was badly 
burned. The house is owned by Dr. 
Robert Williams of 232 N. Main St 

The call came at 9:08 a. m. when 
neighbors noticed smoke coming 
from the McCullough home. McCul 
lough who Jives alone was at work 
at the Howe Scale Company. En¬ 
gines 1, 2, 3 and 4 arhwered the call. 
Firetnen, using two booster lines, 
quickly extinguished the downstairs 
blaze. They chopped a hole in the 
attic and pumped a large quantity 
of water Into the blazing,-closed-in 
area before quelling the flames. 

McCullough said he believed 
damage to Ms own furnishings 
would amount to at least $250. In 
addition to the rug and divan and 
blistered furniture, his console 
model radio was put out of commis¬ 
sion by the heat and there was 
heavy smoke damage to curtains 
and other furnishings. 

Dr. Williams aald he had not In¬ 
spected the damage to the house 
and garage, both hit property. How¬ 
ever, fire department officials aaid 
they eatimated damage to both at 
$1500 or more. 

The cause of the fire Is unknown. 

The last trucks returned to the 
station at 9:30 p. m. A total'of 37 
men—regulars and volunteers—an¬ 
swered the alarm. 

The only other fire of the day was 
a grass fire on West St. at 7:30 p. 
m. It did no demage and was ex¬ 
tinguished within a few minutes. 

















































Blaze Guts 
ShadowLawn 


Firemen Rescue Two 


John. Thompson Credited With 
Saving Life of Invalid; Esti¬ 
mate Damage at $5000. 


Rutland firemen fought flames and 
choking jmoke to rescue two elderly 
women from the blazing Shadow 
Lawn Tourist Home at 61 S. Main 
St. last night and then went on to 
battle the fire to a standstill and 
save the building. 

Mrs. Mary Flood, resident of th6 
home, was carried out of the smoke- 
filled building by regular fireman 
John Thompson in what Chief Al¬ 
fred H. Koltonski called “a nar¬ 
row escape from loss of life.** 

Mrs. Flood, 'recovering from a 
fracture of the hip, was unable to 
walk. The other woman rescued was 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wheeler, a convales¬ 
cent. 

Both Chief Koltonski and Asst. 
Chief Ralph R. Bean said that with¬ 
out available modern equipment the 
rescue probably would not have 
been possible and Mrs. Flood 
‘'would have been asphyxiated with¬ 
in a short time.” Thompson's rescue,* 
they said, was a “damn good job.” 

The telephone alarm to the fire¬ 
men came at 7:06 pm. and when 
Chief Bean arrived seconds later 
“the first thing I knew someone said 
there were women upstairs.” 

He dashed inside and upstairs and 
began carrying Mrs. Flood out 
through the murky-black, smoke- 
filled rooms. His guide, another oc¬ 
cupant of the house, lost her way 
and Bean, without a mask and 
nearly overcome himself, was forc¬ 
ed to take Mrs. Flood back to her 
own bed in a relatively unaffected 
-part of the building. 

* By that time, however, Thomp¬ 
son was ready with a smoke mask 
on and \^as able to get Mrs. Flood 
out. Mrs. Flood's daughter, Miss 
Bernice M. Flood, is the owner of 
the tourist home which was oc¬ 
cupied by 12 persons at the time 
of the fire. 

Mrs. Wheeler, just out of a hos¬ 
pital, was brought down a ladder 
from the porch in the front part 
the building. Fireman Edward 
Earie, assisted by Capt. James J. 
Rice and Chief Bean, handled the 
second rescue operation, 

The blaze apparently broke out 
In the basement of the building, 
which is one of the oldest in the 
city, Chief Bean said, and then 
burned its way up through the 
heavy, dry wooden walls of the 
west wing, which is cut into many 
small rooms. 

‘There was a lot of fire in that 
building,” Bean said. 

One fireman, forcing his way into 
the kitchen with a booster line, was 
driven back when the intense heat 
suddenly set the entire room blaz¬ 
ing around him. 

Chief Koltonski estimated dam¬ 
age at about $5000. He said a day¬ 
light inspection of the premises 
would reveal more detail of the 
loss. 

Firemen poured water Jrom three 


From Burning Tourist Home 




Herald Photo—Merusl 
Wrapped in bed clothing, Mrs. Mary Flood is carried by masked 
fireman John Thompson from smoke-filled corridor of the Shadow 
Lawn Tourist Home on 5. Main SL where she was nearly trapped 
in her room when fire broke out shortly after 7 p. m. yesterday. Mrs. 
Flood, who was confined to her bed with a fractured hip. is the 
mother of Miss Bernice Flood, owner of the tourist home. It is not 
expected the aged woman will suffer any ill effects from her exper¬ 
ience. Also taken to safety was Mrs. Elizabeth Wheeler, who has 
been recovering from an illness. (Other Picture, Page 7). 


Herald Photo—Merusl 


Mrs. Elizabeth Wheeler, who only recently returned to her 
rooms at Shadow Lawn Tourist Home from Rutland ‘ Hospital, Is 
assisted down a ladder and to safety from the roof of the tourist 
, pome porch*as fire threatened the building last night. She was one 
f.'iojf two women taken from the smoke-filled building, the other be- 
f ing Mrs. Mary Flood, mother of Miss Bernice Flood. Firemen at 
^ „ , . . is ladder top are Deputy Chief Ralph R. Bean (left) and auxiliary fire- 

heavy and two light lines attached; | J, Tilly Ballard, 

to two hydrants and from two em- 
ergency booster lines into the build¬ 
ing. Windows were broken in to 
clean out the smoke and make 
minimum visibility possible. 

One hydrant failed the depart¬ 
ment — water gushed up around it, 
but not out of It, when It was turn¬ 
ed on. Fire officials said they be¬ 
lieved a blow by a car had done the 
damage. 

Heavy, choking coughs mingled 
with the sounds of throbbing pump 
engines and shouts of commands 
as many of the firemen were over¬ 
come with nausea from the thick 
smoke and fumes. 

The only actual "casualty” was 
Patrick J. Hurley, a regular fire¬ 
man, who suffered a cut hand while 
smashing out a window. Two 
stitches were taken in the wound 
at Rutland Hospital by Dr. William 
Powers. 

Some of the occupants of the 
south side of the building were 
able to remain in their rooms, as 
the blaze was confined principally 
to the west wing. Smoke, however, 
filled much of the front section 
of the stately white structure. 


ll 


A large crowd of people quickly 
gathered to stand shivering in the 
cold watching the smoke billow 
from the building. 

Rutland police kept fire lanes 
open and traffic moving as curious 
motorists* converged on the scene 
in droves. 

It was close to 9:30 p. m. before 
the last truck rolled into the station 
with its crew of smoke-blackened 
men. All lour engines answered the 
call and 34 men in dll fought the 
blaze. Only the old ladder truck 
remained in the station. 


SgTIXi a LT. 

Kitchen Is 
Destroyed In 
Flash Fire 


The kitchen of mn apartment oc¬ 
cupied by William R. Smith of 153 
Forest Si was destroyed by fira at 
11:20 a. m. yesterday. 

A fire department officer *atd the 
Are api»arcntly slatted near the 
stove, came In contact with a lank 
of oil which burst and spread 
throughout the kitchen creating an 
Intense heat. 

Destroyed In the Are were the 
stove, refrigerator, cabinets, furni¬ 
ture and kitchen Implements Other 
rooms In the apartment suffered 
smoke damage. 

Engine* I and 3 answered the call. 


Idle Railway 
Mail Car Is 
Fire Damaged 


Fire yesterday scorched the In¬ 
terior of an abandoned railway 
postoffice car on the Howe Scale 
Co. siding on Strongs Ave, ac¬ 
cording to fire officials. 

A fire official said a wooden desk 
in the interior of the steel car was 
burned by the smouldering blaze | 
Cause of the fire was not known. 
One official speculated children 
may have entered the car end 
ignited the interior while playing 
with matches. 

Engines 1 and 3 responded to the 
alarm at 3:56 p. m. 

A booster was used early yester¬ 
day to quell a blaze «t W Grove 
St. when a smouldering blaze 
work I'd its way through a shed on 
the premises. 

Firemen were called to the scene 
at 3:53 a. m They returned to the 
station at 4:26 a. m. 

No damnge was reported. 
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Fire Leaves 
PairHomeless 

Lumber Worker and Wife Lojc 
All Possessions as Flames De¬ 
stroy Two-Room Dwelling. 
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City Fireman 
' Is Overcome 

Charles Taylor Frlleil While 
Trying to Gain Entrance to 
Blazing Attic in Home. 


Smoke billows from the front of the Supreme Market where fire last 
boil^ B room. ama,fC 10 thC onc ~ ,lory and Aonte^ts. The blaze was 

. _ _ 

Two Rutlanders spotted the blaze 

simultaneously and turned in 


Herald Photo—Merusl 
night caused thousands, o{ 
said to have started in* a> 


Fire Sweeps 
Market Here 


Supreme Building Sustains 
$5000 Damage; No Estimate 
on Food Losses. 


fire gutted the rear of the Supreme 
Market on Edaon St. early last 
night, causing thousands of dollars 
damage to the building and con¬ 
tents. 

Tire Chief Alfred H. KolUmskl 
said building damage alone would 
total *5000, 

No estimate was available of fire, 
smoke and heat damage to the huge 
stock of food but observers guessed 
that not an Item in the store would 
again command full price. 

Thousands of Item* were burned, 
cracked open or otherwise damag¬ 
ed. ^ 

Within 5 minutes of the first alarm 
at 6:45 p. m. firemen, eyes stream¬ 
ing from the smoke shooting from 
all sides of the building, had the 
fire under control A big crowd 
agreed it was an exceptionally fast 
“stop.** 

Chief Koltonskl said the blaze 
started In a small boiler room off 
the rear storage room from un¬ 
known cause. It spread throughout 
the storeroom and then burned 
through a partition Into the main 

store. , . . . 

Intense heat that cooked meat in 
showcases spread into the front of 
the supermarket scorching the walls. 

There also was considerable dam¬ 
age to Macs Diner, which adjoins 
the market on West St. Heavy 
smoke and heat damaged rest rooms 
at the rear. Water flooded part of 
the main dining area and basement 
Diners were forced to leave thelx 
meals due to the smoke. 


alarms. Lorenzo Phelps. 43, of Pltts- 
ford, saw smoke shooting “straight 
up from the roof like a smokestack" 
and yelled to a lad in the door of 
the Boston market. 

About the same time, Howard 
Parker, 16, of 195 Musscy St, an 
employe of the adjoining Shell 
Service station, noticed It. He called 
to a man Inside the station and the 
latter telephoned firomcn. 

Minutes after the first pumpers 
started from the station, firemen 
set up a general alarm from Box 43 
and all city fire equipment, 29 regu¬ 
lar firemen and nine call men re¬ 
sponded. Four fire hoses were laid. 

Fire fighters hit the blaze from 
several sides and the roof of the 
one-story building. The market is 
about 100 by 60 feet and la of 
wooden construction with brick and 
masonry facing. 

Chief Koltonskl ssld It was "one 
of the smokiest fires we've had in 
quite a while' 9 and congratulated 
his men for the quick stop. 

The firemen remained at the scene 
for hours afterward cleaning up. 
setting up lights, blowing out the 
smoke and checking for further 
trouble In the still-hot woodwork. 

The rear of the store was a sham- 
bles of upended food, broken glass 
and paper. Most of the meat esses 
had cracked glass. Some cases of 
butter, far Jrom the flames, were 
partlillr-melted. 

The building Is owned by Charles 
M. Andrews of Rutland, who leases 
it to the market. The market man¬ 
ager Is Eustice Hall of Wallingford. 
Hall said last night he could not 
estimate the damage to the store 
contents Immediately. Joseph Con- 
nellls is in charge of the store's 
mest department, which was de¬ 
stroyed. 

The service station, cloae though 
it was to the fire, received only a 
little smoke and was able to con¬ 
tinue operation d tiring the fire, 

Rutland police under Chief 
Fred Carbine, set up fire lines 
routed traffic throughout the 
trlct 

Mayor Dan J. Healy. who was a 
fire witness, said that it was for¬ 
tunate the fire didn't occur during 
last week'# water shortage. 


and 
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Vec- 7-/?S3 
Local Tot Dies 
As Carriage Is. 
Ignited by Stove 


Michael Lethbridge, five 
months, was fatally burned yes¬ 
terday morning when his baby 
carriage caught fire from an oil 
cooking stove at his home at 
143 Curtis Ave. 

His mother, Mrs. Francis C. 
Lethbridge, was burned about 
the hands in a vain effort to 
save him by snatching him 
from his smouldering bedclothes. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Kolton- 
ski said the , oil stove set fire . 
to a coat hung over a window 
by the stove. The coat dropped . 
onto the baby carriage and set 
the blankets enclosing the child 
afire. 

Mrs. Lethbridge told firemen 
she was at a neighbors' home 
getting water at about 6:30 a. 
m. when she heard screams of 
her oldest child, Linda Lee, 5. 
and rushed homewards. 

She snatched the child from 
the smouldering blankets, pinch¬ 
ed out with her hands embers 
clinging to the baby's body and 
dashed to the house of her 
neighbor, Mrs. Doris Pitts. 

Mrs. Pitts drove the mother 
and child to the hospital. 

The baby died about 10 a. m. 

The tragedy is still under in¬ 
vestigation by the fire and po¬ 
lice officials and State’s Atty. 
Earle J. Bishop. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lethbridge have 
two other children besides Lin¬ 
da Lee: Jean, 2, and Francis 
Jr.. 1. 

Mrs. Lethbridge’s burns were 
not serious, Chief- Koltonskl 
said. 

The body was removed to the 
Aldous Funeral Home pending 
funeral arrangements. 


A lumber worker and hu wife 
were left home leas yesterday when 
fire destroyed their two-room dwell¬ 
ing at the Boynton Lumber Co. on 
S Main St. 

Firemen said flames wiped out 
the small building In a matter of 
minutes after Mrs. John Sawyer 
dashed from the flaming structure. 
Her husband was away at the lime 
of the Are. according to firemen. 

Mrs. Sawyer, they said, waa given 
temporary shelter at Rutland rarma. 

The Sawyers Joet all their poa- 
aeasiona in the biit*. 

Engine 4 of the local fire depart¬ 
ment was called to the acene at 
2:33 p.m, but firemen were unable 
to control the flames. 

Firemen theorized the blaze waa 
started by an overheat#** stove. 

Sawyer U employed by Waiter E. 
Boynton oT105 Lincoln Ave. He has 
been living in the lumber yard ap¬ 
proximately one month. 

Boynton last night said the Saw¬ 
yers were given another building 
for use as temporary shelter. 

Engines 1 and 3 were called to 
55 Evergreen Ave. yesterday at 1:04 
pm. to extinguish a chimney blaze. 
There was no damage. 

Firemen uaad a smoke ejector and 
CC2 to control a flooded oil burn¬ 
er Saturday at 1:42 pm. at 1)2 plain 
St Engines 1 and 3 responded to 
the alerm. 

Engine 3 was called to Charles R. 
MoMaster's Service Station on State 
St Saturday at 5:30 p.m. when a 
car owned by Roland Bartlett buret 
Into flames. Firemen said no equip¬ 
ment was uaad. Thera was no dam- 
age. 


A Rutland fireman, chopping hlf 
way Into the blazing attic of a 
house at 146 KiUlngton Ave, was 
overcome by smoke and heat about 
1:30 p. m. yesterday. 

1 Charlea J. Taylor of 25 Williams 
St. passed out as he was trying to 
axe a hole Into the blind attic of a 
house owned by E- C. Hendrickson 
of West Rutland. 

Taylor was carried outside by 
fellow firemen and revived In about 
five minutes with a ’'fresh air 
mask" while others finished the Job 
of chopping an entrance into the 
attic and doused the flames with 
water from two booster lines. 

After a short rest. Taylor re¬ 
turned to duty for the rest of the 
day. 

"Confiderable'’ damage was done 
to the rafters and roofing of the 
attic by the blaze, firemen said, 
which atarted while two plumbers 
were working on fittings In the 
bathroom on the second floor with 
a torch. 

The plumpers told firemen the 
torch set fire to Insulation around 
a pipe and then flamca raced up 
the insulation Into the attic. 

One of the men told Mrs. Hen¬ 
drickson, who was working around 
the house, preparing to move the 
family in June and she telephoned 
the fire department. The plumbers 
tried In vain to put out the fire 
with buckets of water. 

The flames burned,and charred 
roof boards and rafters, but did not 
burn a hole through the roof of the 
recently constructed house previ¬ 
ously occupied by Howard p. Da¬ 
vison. 

Firemen said that Jn addition to 
the damage in the attic there was 
"some” water damage in the bath¬ 
room on the second floor ceiling of 
the wooden structure. 

Mrs. Hendrickson added .that she 
believdd there was also some water 
damage to the walls and to the 
downstaira bathroom. 

The body and cab of a pick-up 
truck were almost totally destroyed 
by flames which raced through a 
load of watte material in the truck 
•bout 3:40 p. m. at the city dump 
in a second fire. 

The driver of the truck. John 
O'Brien, an employe <of the Cham¬ 
plain Valley Fruit Company, was 
dumping waste insulating material 
to be burned at the dump when 
flames from .burning re fuse'Ignited 
the* waste and In a few minutes 
badly burned all of the truck ex¬ 
cept the front end and engine, fire¬ 
men explained. 

. ' , . . ..** »V r. ‘ * I 


JTTLT 3. HM. 


Faulty Motor 
Is Blamed For 
Kitchen Fire 


A defective motor In a refrlgera- 
tor Taught Are and Ignited a kitchen 
wall at 18 Waihlngton St early 
yesterday. 

Firemen answered the call at 8 50 
a. m at a rooming house owned 
by Harry R. Church to eatlngulah 
a blaring kitchen wall art afire by 
the burning motor. 

Uaing a booster line, firemen con¬ 
fined the blate to one wall, but dam¬ 
age from heavy smoke was con¬ 
siderable. 

Occupants of the house are Col¬ 
letts Young Joyce Curtis, Helen 
My lot t and N. Myatrom. 


ER 10, 1953. 
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Fire Wrecks Glass Company Warehouse 



Herald Photo—Merusi. 

Dense smoke rises from the two-story Royal Glass Co. warehouse at 36 Wales St. as fire 
does damage totaling Jit?,000 to building and contents early last night. At left, fireman at top of 
ladder hacks hole through boarded window. Walking toward ladder (at right) is Fire Chief Al¬ 
fred II. Koltonski. Fireman James Barron sustained a gashed right arm in fighting the blaze. 


Flying Glass 
Cuts Fireman 


i 

rnti of 
ifight 


Supplies Worth $15,000 De¬ 
stroyed in SupjKr-Timc Fire; 
Prisoners in Nearby Jail Calm. 

The two-story warehouse of the 
Royal Glass Co.. 36 Wales St , *pd 
its 115.000 contents were wrecked 
by high-shooting flames about' 6 
P. M. yesterday. 

Veteran fireman James Barroj 
53 East St. received a gashed 
arm that, required five stitches 
when he was hit by flying glass as 
he took a fire line Into the building. 

All city firemen, 29 regulars and 
eight call men, fought the general 
alarm blaze in the frame structure 
hemmed in a small area just west of 
the county jail and behind the esta¬ 
blishments fronting Wales and Cen¬ 
ter Sis. 

Louis Accavallo. glass company 
owner who leases the warehouse 
from his brother, Robert L. Acca¬ 
vallo, said most of the contents, 
including cutting tables, dollies and 
glass pads would be worth $15,000, 
part of it covered by insurance. 
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Fireman Barron being led 
from burning building. 

Twenty prisoners at the county 
jail declined to interrupt their card 
games during tho fire, according to 
Sheriff Geno N Franzonl Win¬ 
dows on the Jails west side were 
cracked by heat—the inmates are 
housed on the other side of the 
brick-steel lockup. There was no 
noticeable heat in the Jail. 

The fire burned a telephone cable 
which ran clo»e to the building and 
cut off the service of about 35 bus¬ 
iness telephones. The county jail 
phone and a home phone which 
were also cut out were quickly re¬ 
paired and the business phones are 
to be fixed early today, company 
officials said. 


There was considerable water 
damage to the rear atoreroom of 
the Rutland Paint and Glass Co., 
abutting the burning warehouse at 
67 Center St. Water poured through 
the roof which is on a level with 
the warehouse. Paints and otheT in¬ 
flammables were not near the fire 
area 

Water entered the apartments 
owned by Mrs. Mary D. Valiquette 
at 674 Center SL but did little 
harm. The apartments were not I 
threatened directly but occupants 
left when the fire got too big for 
comfort. 

The blaze, throwing a white 
sipoke high in the air. was hard to 
rqach but firemen had five lines on | 
it] Lines were laid through al -1 
leys from Center and Walea Sts. 

An old wooden garage built 
against the north aide of the ware¬ 
house also was damaged by the 
flames. It was empty except for the 
automobile of Mrs. Jacqueline New- 
ton of 32 Wales St which was pull¬ 
ed to safety. 

Cause of the fire is unknown. The 
building was unheated but wired 
for electricity. It had bejn oc¬ 
cupied during the day, the owner 
sjfhL. 

A crowd of perhaps « thousand 
persona watched the firr-Ltfhting 
and al times added to the difficul¬ 
ties of firemen. Traffic was at a 
standstill at Center and Wales Sts , 
one of the city's busiest Intersec¬ 
tions. 

Fire Chief Alfred ]( Koltonskl 
took personal charge of the work 1 
and al one point was atrno.t lost to j 
view standing on the roof of a build¬ 
ing overlooking the warehouse 
Firemen had a number of Udders' 
against the building, which burned 
holly inside after flame was beaten 
from the outside 

The fire was discovered by Ray¬ 
mond Parron Sr and Sheriff Fran-1 
zoni and the alarm was telephon¬ 
ed at 5 49 p rn. bv Mrs Franzonl 
from the Franzonl home next to the 
jail 

Two minutes later firemen pull-| 
rd Box 4 and the whole department 
went to work The trucks return¬ 
ed to the station between 7 and 
7 30 p. m. 

Fire-fighters on the roof made 
black silhouettes against a*sky made 
bright by the flames, while thick 
white smoke rose about them, some¬ 
times almost obscuring them from 
sight. 

Several small and highly excited 
boys crowded around one Herald 
reporter, each claiming it was he 
who had discovered the fire first. 
Later they threw snowbalLs through 
open windows at the fiamea. making 
their contribution to the fight 
against fire. 


Water poured in a small river 
down the alley from the burning 
building to Wales St., cutting its 
way among Icy banks and brimming 
up over the hoses that crossed and 
re-crossed the alley, as well as over 

the boots and shoes of firemen and 
onlookers. 


Rutland 

fasually 


One prisoner of the 
County Jill was seen „ 
strolling about his basement quar¬ 
ters despite the fact that the fire 
was next door and high-pressure 
hoses were playing their streams 
close by. 

The crash of icicles was heard 
now and then earlyln the fire as 
water played agalnst the roof eaves 
and long fingers of Ice dropped to 
the ground. 


. ..... . . Herald Photo—Merusi. 

Heavy, black smoke billow-* Into the sky as fire yesterday destroyed a large pile of old 
Ur*, In Ih* Donahue Salvage .Nu|»plv Co. yard al 32 Allen SI. The heavy .moke which darkened 
the skyline attracted hundreds of persons. 





















































Old Tires Go 
Up in Smoke 

(ii iar.il Alarm I'lazr at Dona, 
line Salvage Qj. Sends Tow* 
c rui^ Ulatk Cloud Over Area, 


A Urge pd<» of njrj \ t rvA burned 
I «\/Ji a i > A 4*rin>! ( loud of an Id 

.**mt»ke yiAtroldy morning m fin- 
I ffn-n fought .» i:» ficf.il alarm blaze 
•it th«« IfiifiJihue Salvngi* Supply Co, 
[32 All. ii St. 

| Thr (l.iina^i* was minor. Jlnt the 
flaitu s. mem;: toward horrp % and 
I working min piles of boards and 
•otlm salvage material was fought 
by all City brernen, off-day rm n arid 
- call (in n 

I in v laid near ly two-fifth of a 
irule of four-inch ho.se from a hyd- 
iant fin Allen S*. and caught Uu* 
flames with lioostrr lines from a 
I pumper brought mtn a lane on Mtip 
i v St. where the ftp' was heading 
f ive |»»lic< rnrn directed traffic at 
the seem* as a rush of motorist* at¬ 
tracted by the massive rloud of 
nmke converged on 4 Main St. 
and Allen St. about the same time i 
The tire pile, one of the hottest of • 
fires. Hared again at 2 CXJ p m. and • 
firemen again dousedvt with water | 
K i re men were already on a call 
to 71 School St, where a refrlgcra-' 
tor had Hared up. when the salvage 
yard report came by telephone. It 
had begun from a torch being used 
to cut the rear end from an old bus. 

Box 87, calling all fireman re¬ 
serves, was 5ct up at 10:34 a. m. 
from the fire station and a radio 
call directed Engine 4. at School St., 
to hasten to Allen St 
The flames cut a path south serosa 
the salvage firm yard and crossed 
a wire fence to the property of 
Theodore KcifTcr Jr. of 215 Mussey 
St. 

George Donahue, manager of the 
salvage firm, said the fire loss was 
negligible. 

Firemen also answered several 
grass fire calls yesterday. They 
were to Pine and Howe Sts. at 1:09 
P* nv; and to 163 Forest St. at 2:12 
1 >. m. The latter fire occurred as 
firemen were giving the tire pile 
another wetting down. The jeep 
answered the grass fire call 
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Fire Guts 
Apartment 

Damage toHarrison Avc. Dwell¬ 
ing Estimated at $2000 in 
Morning Blaze. 

A fire that gained a head-start 
, during absence of the occupants 
did an estimated $2000 damage to a 
six-room apartment on the second 

• floor of 71 Harrison Ave. yesterday 
morning. 

The fire burned a utility room, 
i where it started, much of a living 

• room and scorched and smoked Un¬ 
rest of the apartment, occupied by 
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Wellington 
and two children. 

The blaze erupted from unknown | 
cause after Mrs. Wellington lcfll 
home about 9 30 a. m. The rest of 
the family had left earlier. 

It was discovered by Mrs. Harold 
J. Johnson, who lives in the down¬ 
stairs apartment and is the house 
jowner. with her husband. Mm 1 
I Johnson hoard an explosion about in 
,11.30 a. m. # went outdoor* and sau‘1 
i the smoke. She believes the cxplo-l 
sion was a small tank of ml . 

Assistant Fire Chief Ralph It 
Bean said the utility room at thr 
head of the stairs was enveloped] 
in flames and apparently had been! 
burning for some time when fin 
i men first saw u. 

Firemen used two booster hr < * 
from Engines 1 and 3 and followed] 
up with smoke ejectors The np.i 
iment was thoroughly smoker! up 
The estimate of $2000 was made 
by an insurance agent and did not 
include loss to furnishings. Welling 
Ion told The Herald Jatc yesterdav ] 
;The living room set was b:»dl, 
•damaged by lire and there was 
smoke damage to contents through- 
jout the apartment. 

The Wellingtons moved out aftei 
the fire and were slaying with rela¬ 
tives in the city. 

1 Firemen answered the call at 11 30 
a. m. and were on the scenr about' 
an hour. 

Firemen also put out several grass 
fires during the dav. These wen- 
on S. Mam St., at 9.48 a. m. and 
on Dorr Dr., near St Joseph’s .\o- ' 
vitiate, at 2:14 p. m. 


MARCH 19, 1954. 


West Rutland 
Home Burns 


Grass Fire Spreads to Building 
Occupied by 13 People; Oth¬ 
er Dwellings Threatened. 

• 

A two-family house In Writ Rut- 
land occupied by 13 persons was 
leveled yesterday by a fire which 
threatened to sweep a row of homes 
on the street. 

The wind-whipped blaze razed the 
frame dwelling occupied by Mrs 
Anna Jarrosak, her two sons and 
grandson, and by Mr. and Mrs 
Stanley Grabowskl and six young 
children. 

Lou of the double home and most 
of the contents was unofficially es¬ 
timated at $20,000 Only n few be- 
longings were saved from the 
ground floor. 

The cause of the fire was a small 
grass blaze which wai swept by 
the wind into a ahed and then to 
the Grabowskl side of the house 
according to Tire Chief Stanley Pie- 
tryka. 


A combination of events brought 
the heavy losa, according to the 
Are chief. Firemen were celled to 
M a grass flre‘ at the hill site, which 
Is outside the West RutUnd fire 
district They arrived with the old 
pumper and Immediately sent for 
the new flra engine when they 
found what had happened. The only 
water available was s small runoff 
brook behind the house. The stream 
did not furnish enough water for 
such a Are. 

The fire, which began about 3:45 
p. m., was fought by about 20 men 
of the West Rutland department— 
the entire force—and by Rutland 
firemen who arrived with Engine 1 
and the service car. The RutlandeTs 
helped by hooking onto the West 
Rutland department lines. 

The home of Mrs. Anna Jaku- 
bowskt across tha atreet at 33 Bax¬ 
ter St. caught fire at rooftop level, 
but this was quickly put out. The 
houa« was tinged and aeverai win¬ 
dows broke under the heat. 

A garage at the home of Edward 


[ T*. l Herald Photos—M 

Eight funeral casket crates. spilledTrom their truck when It was involved in a collision with a Rut¬ 
land Fire department ladder truck on West St. hill, are shown plied up together in a photograph 
taken shortly after the accident yesterday. The fire truck was responding to a false alarm sounded 
by an eight-year-old boy. 


Deputy Fire Chief Ralph Bean, using an Iron bar. straightens 
the left rear fender of the ladder truck which was crumpled against 
the wheel in the accident. 


Mr,. Jarrowlt live* with her aona. 
John and Joseph Jarrosak, and a 
grandson, Philip Jarrosak. A widow, 
she has three other sons. Peter, 
Aleck and William. In Korea, ac¬ 
cording to neighbors. Mrs. Jar¬ 
rosak and her sons went to Hart¬ 
ford last night to stay with a daugh¬ 
ter. 

West Rutland firemen were able 
to get only about 100 pounds prn 


Nelson at 26 Baxter St , adjoining 

the burning home, also was singed. 

Mrs. Grabowskl and her six chil¬ 
dren and Mrs. Jarrosak fled the 
flames. 

Cium of ih* amaU *r»M bltu f.om the brook -flcr digging 

which atarted the bigger fire w,« . deep note to net more auction 
hot determined l,*t night, but Chief The new pumper it c«p.b]e of 
Pietryk, aald he h*d report, "aome throwing 10oo gallon, ■ minute with 
kid, were fooling around behind adequate water, 
tne ahed." The ahed wii situated Donation, of clothing and hou»e- 
* /* w l'*' U r ° m °? Crabowaki hold good, for the burned-out Stan- 

Cf the home h i» W hV linfted 1 P * ft Grabowskl family were reque»t- 
of the home to be ignited led ye,i erday by the n u t| lnd Coun. 

* Red Cross 


Fire Truck 
.Is Damaged 

Ladder, on Falte Alarm Run,, 
in Collision With Casket- 
Carrying Truck. , 


The Rutland Fire Department 
Udder truck was damaged yester¬ 
day responding to a false alarm 
pulled by an eight-year-old boy. 

The truck was In collision at the 
comer of West and Court Sts. with 
another truck loaded With eight 
funartl casket cases, which were 
thrown to the street. There wxs 
some damage to this truck and the 
cases. 

Box 21 at Nichols St and Grant 
Ave. was pulled about 12 40 p m 
and' the Udder truck, along with 
all other fire trucks in the city, 
responded 

The Udder truck, with Frank 
WaUh driving and Richard Bar¬ 
ron in the rear tiller position/ was 
making the turn from Court St 
up Weat St. 

A platform truck of the NaUonal 
Casket Co. of Albany, N. Y.. was 
coming down West St. The driver, 
Herbert Hall, slopped his truck at 
the intersection as the fire truck 
approached, police said. 

Officers stated two other cars 
were parked on Court Si in such 
a position that The Udder was 
forced to make a very wide turn” 
up the hill 

The left rear fender of the 77- 
year-old. 61-foot-long American La- 
Franee Udder ng was in contact 
with the left aide of the casket 
truck and the caskets were swept 
into the street. 

Two of the eight cases contained 
caskets and one of these was split 
open, but the casket appeared un¬ 
marked. Another empty case was 
broken to faeces. Damage was es¬ 
timated at about $100 to the plat¬ 
form truck and the cases 
The Udder truck received dam¬ 
age to the fender area and the 
tiller steering mechanism. Ffre of¬ 
ficials said the damage would de¬ 
pend on the cost of re placemen La 
Nobody was hurt. The cuke: 
truck driver said he was deliver¬ 
ing the caskets tn this area and had 
only two left These were pro¬ 
tected maide the cases by heavy 
cloth protectors. 

The youngster who polled the 
false alarm "got a spanking Jrom 
his mother.* authorities said 

















































' - • Herald Photo—Merusl. 

Three«*year-old Gene R. Hadley and hlx sister, Karen, 7, were fatally burned and six others— 
flvejfcf them children—hospitalised by fire which early yesterday destroyed this Jackson Ave. house, 
occupied by two families. Gene was the ton of Mrs. Dorothy Hadley. 
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Fire Wrecks 
Apartment 


Truant Rurncil a\ He Trie* to 
Pul Out Blaze in Bare Feet 
at 8 Wales St. 


Fire made • Vreck of ■ rest 1 
apartment In the frame home oc* j 
nipied bv four families at 8 Wale* 
Si yesterday morning 

Robert Burke, 24. occupant of the 
apartment, fought It upstairs in 
hts bare f^rt with water from the 
kitchen sink while his wife rushed 
their two small children. Billy. 2, 
and Robert. 0 months, out of the 
house 

Burke received burnt on the feet 
and was unable to check the bla/e. 
finally eitmguished by fliemen who 
had to chop through a partition and 
into the attic to •‘bead off' the fast* 

> moving ftarnrs 

Mr* Elton Tultpcr amt three 
children in the downatairs front 
apartment also ran from the house 
on order of firemen The family of 
!larrv Royce. including six arnall 
children, moved yeaterday from the 
central apartment downstairs. The 
fourth apartment, upstairs, la occu¬ 
pied bv two lumber)acks who were 
not present. One of them. Joe Au¬ 
brey. is the tenant, a fire report 
{ showed 

The Are started where a stnve- 
Ipipe from a wood stove In the 
' downstairs living room passes 
through the ceiling Into the kitchen 
upstairs. It spread through the 
ceiling partition toward the front 
of the house and up into the attic. 
It also burned the stairway. All 
contents In the living room were 
burned. 

Burke, who was laid off from a 
building job some time ago, said 
he was upstairs with the two chil¬ 
dren and Mrs Burke was down¬ 
stairs when tne fire burst forth 
Mrs. Burke saw it first and hollered 
fire. then ran upstairs to gel the 
children. Burke wen: to work with 
water from the faucet but said he 
was not fast enough to stop it He 
was still working when firemen 
arrived. 

The fire department received the 
call at 9 19 a. m. and rang Box 41. 
Three engines were at the scene. 
The fire was quickly brought down 
with water from a booster line 
taken upstairs and another line in 
the living room below. The last 
Are engine left the scene about 10 
a. m 

The building is o«ned by James 
Abattell and the lestee is Pa%- 
qua!e Pa’ort. 


DECihQEX ii, me 

Home Swept 
By Oil Fire 

Kellogg House on Jackson' 
Avc. Blackened by Smoke;' 
Pet Cat Suffocated. 

I A cat died from suffocation and 
.eight rooms of furniture were 
j Blackened with oil smoke when ftre 
broke out yeaterday In the cellar of 
a home owned by Mr. and Mr* Jbhn 
M. Kellogg of 108 Jackson Ave. 

A fire department official said 
the blaze started when oil escaped 
from an oil-burning hot water 
heater and poured flaming scrota 
the cellar floor. 

Heal from the flames burs^pn oil* 
filled glass feeder bottle which add¬ 
ed fuel to the flrr. sending flames 
six feel to the cellar celling 

A pile of wood caught fire and 
flames shot up a cold air register 
•nlo the dining room, burning cur¬ 
tains on a window. 

Smoke spread rapidly throughout 
lha house blackening every piece of 
furniture and alt the walla. 

Three engines answered the call 
from a neighbor who thought the 
chimney was afire. When the de¬ 
partment arrived huge clouds of 
black greasy smoke were billowing 
from the eaves of the house 
Using booster pumps firemen ex¬ 
tinguished the blazo In about 15 
minutes and then used ainoke 
ejectors to clear the house. 

The department official said a 55 
gallon t*nk was heated to the point 
where another five or JO minutes 
would have split it open pouring 
gallons of oil Into the flaming cellar 
The cat. on# of twd family pets, 
was found dead from smoke suf¬ 
focation in the cellar. 

No estimate of the damage could 
be given, but Mr* Kellogg, a Herald 
employe, said tvary room will have 
to be repainted and repapered 
In addition all furniture will have 
to be cleaned. 


Shrewsbury , 
Home Burns 

Young Son of Merle Flanders 
AlertJ Family to Danger; 
Damage $20,000. 


A 10-year-oki Sbrewbsury boy 
aroused hu family early yesterday 
after he diacovered a fire raging 
In the family dwelling. 

Jeff F lander* son of Mr. and Mr* 
Merle Flander* aroused his par- 
cats and a sister. Gall, 12, to the 
danger. The family eacaped without 
Injury. 

The home, owned by Roger 
Keith of Mendon. was destroyed In 
the Are. Keith last night estimated 
damage at approximately 820.000 
He skid the loss was partially cover¬ 
ed by Insurance 

Cause of the fire Is unknown 

A Rutland ftre department official 
said (he blare apparently started on 
the sbulh side of the home. He said 
Engine 4 of the local department 
responded to a telephone alarm at 
1:45 a. m. 

TJtfee Rutland ftremen used a 
booster to save the barn from the 
ftamga, according to a spokesman. 

llej aald nothing was salvaged 
from the blazing building The 
famuy. he added, escaped only with 
clothes 

Members of the Cuttlngsvllle Tire 
Department were also called to the 
scene. 

The rlanders family was taken 
to the Keith hpme. 

Keith is the owner of Mendon 
Mountain Orchards and personnel 
director at the Howe Scale Co. 
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2 Tots 

f r • 

Perish 




In Fire 


Gene R. Hadley, 3, Sister, 
Karen, 7, Succumb to 
Burns as Flames Destroy 
Jackson Aye. House. 

Six Injured j 

Patricia Duprey, 13, in Crit¬ 
ical Condition, Two Oth¬ 
er Children Hospitalized 
After Tragedy. 


Two children lost their lives and 
six other persons were burned in 
4 flash fire that swept unchecked 
through a small, frame house at 
)5<6 Jackson Ave. early yesterday. 

Dead, are Gene R. Hadley, 3. and 
his sister, Karen, 7. children of Mrs. 
Dorothy Hadley. 

In critical condition at Rutland 
Hospital is Patricia Duprey. 13. 
their cousin, who ^suffered severe 
burns in the 6 a. tn. blaze that* 
practically destroyed the home oc¬ 
cupied by two families. 

Also burnrd in attempts to flee 
the flames or rescue other mem¬ 
bers of the two families were Mar¬ 
sha. 4. and Lyle Hadley, 12, chil¬ 
dren of Mrs. Hadley; Muriel, 16. 
and Pauline Duprey, 13. daughters 
of Mr* and Mrs. Edward Duprey. 

Air were treated at the hospital 
but only Marsha and Lyle Hadley 
remained at the institution over 
night. 

Mrs. DUprey, the sixth injured 
member of the two families, suf¬ 
fered arm burns when she tried to 
roach the upstairs bedroom where 
six of the children were sleeping 
when the fire broke out. 

Forced back by flames, she later 
helped Mrs. Hadley bring the chil¬ 
dren down a ladder from the roof 
of a back porch where the young¬ 
sters clamored in their flight from 
the fire. ‘ ^ —J 

r* Accordingly lire-.' officials, the 
blaze started near a TV set in a front 
room in th^ndtthwest corngr.^oX 
the bufldintrThe* flames apparent¬ 
ly swept -swiftly up the nearby 
stairs, Ihtltting offithe.escape route 
for the sit^children. 

Mrs. Duprey, Mrs. Hadley *an^ 
Muriel Duprey. who were asleep 
downstairs, fled,, the house when t 
they found they ‘could neither get 
up the blazing stairs nor reach the 
telephone near the TV set. 
sThe trapped* children Anally tum¬ 
bled one by one through*the bed¬ 
room windQw onto the porch roof 
where they either jumped or were 
helped down the makeshift ladder 
JO safety. 

£ Mrs. Duprey said she believed the 
Children s escape through the win¬ 
dow was delayed by their search 
tor the baby. Gene, in the smoke- 
filled room. . * 

She said the baby apparently 
started down the stairs and was 
driven back. The other children 
finally crawled through the window 
withqut him. The baby, under his 
own power, was the last one 
through the window. 

He tumbled unconscious onto the 
porch roof, Mrs. Duprey said. 

The window through which the 
children escaped was hammered 
open by 13-year-old Pauline Du- 
pre.v, Patricia’s twin, with her fiats. 


As the wild scramble for safety|'50 
unfolded some of the children slid 
off the roof to the ground. Mrs. t 
Duprey caught the other twin, bad¬ 
ly burned Patricia, as she fell from 
the roof. . y 

The first alarm was given by next 
door neighbor • David Mac of 158 
Jackson Ave.^Mac said he awoke 
suddenly as if fidftJt dream. When 

he saw the smoke he made two 
tries tq*Aelepj{ione the fire, depart¬ 
ment, Rnally-contacting city police. 

Firemen, who got the first alarm 
at 6:09, found the house wrapped 
in flames when they arrived. All 
the occupants were outside. 

Engines 2 and 3 answered the first 
alarm, with Engine 4 being called 
out six minutes later. Two 2^-inch 
lines were placed on the house from 
the hydrant at Stratton Rd. and 
Jackson Ave., “but it was a hope¬ 
less task,” a fire official said. 

PoUcp Officer Charles J. Fox, 
one'*of!the first on the scene, sped 
to JjM* Vjiospital with three of the 
injure*! children in his cruiser. An¬ 
other* neighbor, Thomas L. Ryan 
pfGjHi Jackson Ave., took a sec- 
bniftar load of the injured to the 
iu*pn .i 

The swiftness of the fire, accord¬ 
ing to witnesses, was awful Mac 
said by tbe time he completed his 
ball artd looked -again ii the house 
it was t^yfir T in > flameaf > The flamesj 
moved J^Hh^they trapped the 
houserrojkfc v:. Brofwnie, in thb, 
rear snjtfMBphed to foe building, 
iie d;p<t Aaifoe spot. 

‘ The Marshal’s office has 

been a^patflo investigate the blaze, 
according' to local authorities. A 
member»;of the office is expected 
here today. 

Mrs. Hadley. *ho>* h-*«b«mJ wa? 
killed several years m jr *i *n auto¬ 
mobile accident, and Mrs Duprey 
•re sute ri-ln-U w. 

Mr* Duprey > hu*ut:>d. who ha* 
been working in Hartford, Conn 
arrived m Rutland about 7 pin 
yesterday. He was notified of tfu 
fire earlier by city police. 

Dr. Edward J. L sy<iet\, who t:rat¬ 
ed most of the victims at Rutland 
Hospital, said the ooy was burned 
all over. Emergeficy treatment. In- j 
cludu.tf ; Ikhl w at aii'n. 
immediately. He d.rd aoout four I 
hours later 

Karen, who d*ed about 20 30 p m 
isuffered arm, r.«u, fa,** and 
'chest burns Her hair was ourr.td 
completely off. 

Patricia, suffered extensive feurv,* 
on the hands. am»>. f«*r\ a d 

face She was treated 0> D. 
Thomas A. Keenan, as was Mrs 
Duprryt 

The injuries uf the others in* I 
eluded* Lyle H«dley. a Rutland Iter-* 
a.d Carrier Meiihant in the Eng.rtn y 
Ave. area, ourm on the arms, enn- * 
d.huh C c#d. h.* s.stei. Maisha. l.ght j 
first *;x2 amoral d**<iixir?*, mn* 
d.t.u-, Mu.-it. D-prey, i.zhi 

O-m*. d.Kftarx*r1 from the h*.*- 
p.t*. and Pauline Duprey, l.g/.t 
o~-nj. d.tcharged from the beisp.ta 

J*>srph B:,i.;n. d.aaster chairman 
of the local Red Crovj. said c.oth- 


ed most of the victims at Rutland' 
HospHhl, said the bdy-was burned 
kU dvkr. Emergencjf;treal*nent,.in-| 
eluding • plasma. was administered 
immediately. He died, about four 
)iours later. 

Karen, who died about 10:30 p.m., 
suffered arm, leg, neck, face and 
best burns. Heribair was burned 
lpletely off. 

Patricia, suffereS^xtensive bums' 
in, the hands, aims, feet, legs and 
"ice. She was treated by Dr. 
lomas A. Keenan, as was Mrs. 
'uprey. 

The injuries of the others in* 
eluded: Lyle Hadley, a Rutland Her¬ 
ald Carrier Merchant in the Engrem 
Ave. area, bums on the arms, con¬ 
dition good; his sister, iMarsha. light 
first and second degree bums, con¬ 
dition good; Muriel Duprey, light 
^ sc ^ ar J?cd from the hos- 
PJWft^knd Pauline Duprey,- ljght 
('bm-jli. discharged from the hospital. 

Joseph Brislin, disaster chairman 
of the local Red Cross, said cloth- 




ng \yould, be provided ynembers of 
♦the two families today, ^be mem- 
berk foot in the hoiplul^spent last 
tnight with Inends in^the neigh¬ 
borhood 
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Ilf raid Fhote—Merest 

firemen enter huement of Houth Fnd Market -which was 
damaged bv Are and smoke early yesterday. The »l|ht occupant*. 
Including Mr. and Mr* Anthohv Salerni and twof daughter* fled 
la their night elothln« under wrap* T»* doiv mhos* barka awak¬ 
ened the family, were suffocated 


Eight Flee 
Store Fire 


Two Watching Suffocate Af¬ 
ter Alerting Rrsuicnti of 
South F.ml Market Building. 

Alerted be th* * barking of two 
igefcdof* eight occupants of the 
r«f Market building fled 
e * l JJ r ilV lrr<,JT "»ominx from fire 
heave damage to a big 
frVrft^ 

en w h\ f.irtcd tJieTF way In 
nd the \wo dogi dead o? 
suffocation in a room at the rear 
of the market. \ . 

No estimate of damage trail- 
able last night in the wake of the 
flames that broke out In f\e bee*- 
merit and virtually destroy enlarge 
1 quantities of food stocked 
Heat and amoae caused addti 
damaged to the first-floor 
.and smudged up the ucvnonr a port- 
merit from which the sleeping oc- 
icvpanla fled 

All fire-apparatus In the city ex¬ 
cept old engine 4 — the 'frees fire 
truck" answered the alarm, to 
102 Strongs Ave. at 1:10 a. m. In the 
midst of the fire an alarm came 
from 0 Engrrm Ave. and Engine 4 
rolled to It with iwo firemen. It 
proved to be a small kitchen blase 
caused by a short circuit (n wiring 
leading to the refrigerator 

It was the excited and strange- 
aounding barking of Iwo faithful 
pointer dogs which amused eight 
sleeping perVjns above the market 
aa flames cry* led In the foad-fllled 

The two dogs. Spotty and Shiner 
I were kept in a room behind the 
main market sod from which stairs 
\jcq d^sn to the nprmrnl This room 
wms^eobsblf tt*f first to fill with! 
lk**cftc€|ni smoke that later arUled 
(.over the who! 


Orrupowt* » ,wia»rs ware Astlwai 
• f ntfg |isa daughters 

Mm U»n '*•»-« rvl W and Miea 
Ka'Mecn haierwi Ik end M»aa Mary 
|%*« .i«# a d»*lawt relative AU^ In 
*t»e spastmenTl m-stairs were Mrs 
M* * aM « r»l*ilvf of Mrs 

V4 !m M frodk I'S|I»I Fitts V Y. 

• n,1 her tw.s children. Antoinette, * 
sn.1 Nsmmi 11 a!l g.»«sts of the 
\s ter fits 

Mrs Salerni a th tears In her 
eve*, sakt yeet erdsv that "if It 
»ml for our d>*A« m wnuldn t be 
here lodav Wr had them for a good 
many years and thev always pro¬ 
tected the store and warned us 
when anvono'came near the place 
at night “ 

| Mim Hamne was wakened by the 
dogs* excited barking and said she 
thought somebody waa tryikg lo 
break into the story \ 

f -Y| got up dhd then I heard tvfun- 
ny kind of cTackrtig noiaa. I locked 
out the window a art saw reflections 
tn the windows llexl door and J 
knew It waa a fire. 

*'I ran lo Mr. and Mrs. Sa!crrU*s 
' room and woke thgm up A And then 
we woke the rest of themT. 

We got Into some, bathrobes. 
There was too much smoke to get 
down the back stair* but we came 
down the outside front stairway 
without toy trouble ** 

Salerni telephoned the Or* de¬ 
partment s nd Engines l. 2 aod S and 
the ladder truck r eaywwWd- fire 
b-,% k • ii at uf fiwm the fire ala 
Uow on ladMwd insirwrtmwe frww 
file off met* at the sre he A mobile 
light plant aod the department jeep 
also were called In the fire. 

Sevens! hundred spectators were 
at the scene No flame waa visible 
from the street but the fire burned 
Umbers and walla of the baaemant 
of the brick bulldihg Two hoaa lines 
were laid and a booster line wsi also 
used. 

Fire Chief AJ H Koltonskl said 
yesterday caused (he Are baa not 

been ascertained. 

Insurance adKaters yesterday be¬ 
gan the job ol/c hacking food sup* 
plies lo Mar< evletit of damage 
It waa estimated It would nn la to 
osar tbhiakA •t doUm* 

Last Are engine* left the seem 


[owe. Scale 
Shed Bums 


Largnt Industrial Plant in Rut 
UW Thiratened for Time 
* by Bliic; Fireman Hurt. 

s 

fire roared through a largo aa 
shed at the Howe Seal* Co- L 
night, carrying a throat to oO 
buildings at Rutland's largest i 
dustrlal plant 

The blai* wrecked the 70-foot 
shed located Just a fWw feet east of 
the foundry. It waa used to store 
lhe special sand used to 
casting* A number of mould boards 
•tacked beside the shed were bum- 
ad 

Roger Keith, personnel manager, 
•aid the cause waa not known. He 
put the loss at 'several thousand 
dollars’* 

All tegular firemen, call men 
and off duty fire fighter* wore 
summoned to the blase which could 
be teen throughout the lower end 
of the city. 

The one-story wood abed, about 
15 feet wide, threw off heavy 
•moke and sparks which made ap¬ 
proaching It rough on the fire 
fighters. 

One fireman waa Injured. James 
P Barron received a painful burn 
of the left wrist. Barron waa hand¬ 
ling hose tn the doorway of the 
burning ahed when he slipped. His 
glove came off. another fireman 
said, and his arm came in contact 
with some heated wood or sand 

The central fire station got 1U 
first telephoned alarm at 6.27 p 
m and immediately three more 
calls from other persons reporting 
the fire. Three fire engines -went 
out at once. Fire Chief Alfred H. 
Koltonskl radioed back orders to 
set up Box 3d from the station 
The box rang a number of rounds 


but eventually stuck and waa turn 


ed off 

Among those who spotted th* 
blaze was an unldentifed lad who 
'nn into the home of James Tra- 
peni of 63 Plain St. Trapen! went 
i to the home of his brother. Paul, 
of 64 Plain St. who telephoned the 
fire department. 

Clifford Willard a member of 
the ‘‘shake out** shift in the foundry, 
'•aid men in the foundry were firat 
aware of the fire when it rose 
[ enough to show through the w in¬ 
dow* A enne operator hollered to 
him and he told the foundry fire¬ 
man to call the fire department. 

Keith said the chief Immediate 
threat of the fire waa to the mould 
board* which he and other* start¬ 
ed to pull away from the burning 
shad. In the process of casting., the 
wooden pattern is laid down, sand 
la rammed In and the pattern re¬ 
moved to make way for the molten 
Iron. The mould boards are made 
nearby but their destruction would 
Interrupt foundry work. 

About 30 telephone call* Jammed 
Are department lines Immediately 
after the fire whistle sounded. 

' Fire trucks went through the 
main gate, laid lines from a hy 
drant in the center of the sprawling 
plant and pulled up by the ahedj 
Just south of the foundry 


Emerys’ 


Four Children Eicape Smoke- 
Filled Temple Si. Home; 
Damage $1000. : 

nr* m*d« a «hamble, out *t 
Christmas Day for, one Rutland 
family as It roared up through par¬ 
titions of the home of Fred K. Km* 
at 13 Temple St. Christmas 
morning. 

Mrs. Emery, her three children 
and a visiting Fresh Air guest from 
New York City were awakened Sat¬ 
urday to And the house charged 
with smoke and hastily gr**>*>* d 
enough clothing to run outside. 
They remained at a neighbor’* 
house until the Are was out 

Emery. •' chef at the Wheeler 
William* was working. 

It appeared for a short while that 
the bouse would be threatened and 
flromen. called it • 
h ec k word for a box alarm First 
firemen at the acene had to inch 
their way Inside on hands and 

^The fir* was chiefly confined to 
partitions leading from tne cellar 
to the second floor bul came out to 
burn walls In both downstairs and 
upeulrs room* Dense amoke enter¬ 
ed every cranny of the houar 
Mr*, tmerv said some Christmas 
prtwnu »lortd In Iht b«,-inrni 
wtrt burned Somr fjrntiur* »nd 
clotMng also were bu»ned h nuke 
donate was everywhere 
Damage waa unofficially •atlmat- 

ed at well over # * . 

Mr* Emery said she woke to And 
wrvoka so dense the could not see 
ft* cribVkkr yo-in*»»l*o«.D«vw^ 

intrsviostCtSt 1 

eetek. lb U wake hi* *Uttr. Susan, 
i nd the guest, Carolyn Denveno 

5?Tw YorkCUy. Mr* tmery grab- 
bad a blanket with which abe wrap¬ 
ped David and pul him In a car¬ 
riage on the porch. Then ahe ran 
back Inaide and tried to telephone 
an alarm. The telephone. ■ 

partition, wak hot and ahe had to 
leave the houae. The alarm waa aent 
from a neighbor’* home. 

ChriaUnas Day waa Juat try Inf 1° 
straighten out a smoked and burn¬ 
ed houae for the Emery family 

10 rflurq hom .f 

tens ard. but there were no HgM* r 

*d In some wood which had bec.i 
laid on top of the tu™** 

Box »1 was founded at 0 3* norl¬ 
and the release at .10:07 *m. The 
last Are engine left the acene ai 
10:27 am 

AJTLIL X 

Grass Fires In 
City Threaten 
Two Buildings 


Firemen were called yesterday to 
eight grass fires In less than three 
hour* scorching a porch and men¬ 
acing a barn. 

The firat blase waa at 12:90 p. m. 
at 111 Curtis Ave. followed by fires 
at J2 30 p. m. on Gleason Rd. I 
p. m. opposite the O. If. Grimm 
lant, 1.02 p. m at HI. John Ht^ 
♦ 4 p. m at Chaplin Ave.. 2 04 
p. m. at Baxter and Crescent fits. 
2.05 p. m. at Jackson Ave. and 9 14 
p. m. at Gay At. 

Crews moved out three times 
more following the Gay St. blaze. 
Burning grass waa extinguished at 
Harrington and Howard Ave* at 
0:31 p. m.; Williams and Ntfhola 
SU, adjacent to the Rutland Hos¬ 
pital, at 6.33 p. m.; and Dartmouth 
St and Howard Ava. at 7:0 p. m. 

The blare at Curtis Ave started 
from an incinerator and spread 
into a grove of trees Whrn fire¬ 
men arrived they had a wood fire 
to contend with but succeeded In 
holding It at the edge of the woods 
Firemen said the conflagration at 
Baxter and Crescent .Sts. touched 
off a (lurch fire on a vacated houae. 
No damage was done. 

A barn on Ulraaon Rd. narrow¬ 
ly missed burning. The grata fire 
there crept within a half a foot 
of the structure, before firemen 
brought it under control. 


11 Flee Fire 
On Pine St. 


Seven Children Among Two 
Families to F.tcape Rlaz.e 
Staffed by Exploding Stove. 


Eleven person*. Including aevrn 

( young children, Ard a two-slory 
house at 9 Pine St. last night as 
ftarnca raced through several down- 
stairs rooms. 

The Arc. rcaulllng from an ex¬ 
ploding pol-burntr stove. was 
knocked down by city firemen who 
had to work their way into the 
houae through Aamea 
It occurred In the downstairs 
apartment of Mr. arid Mrs Richard 
A. Poro and their three young 
children, whom they ctrned from 
the house. 

Poro said he had Just turned the 
stove In the dining room down and 
walked from the room when he 
I heard a loud thud. One aide of the 
stove vs j* blow n out and the Aames 
| shot to the w ooden waits and cell¬ 
ing. 

Poro grabbed two of Ihe chltdien 
and hi* wife the third, alt three 
in bed in two rear bedrooms. Poro. 
also called to warn occupants ofj 
the upstairs apartment 
They were Mr. and Mr*. Walter 
Quelch. owneya of the house, and 
their children. Henry. <. Maurice. 
4. Margaret. 3. and Juanita, only 
a week old. The Quelch children 
were getting ready to retire. 

I The Poro children are Richard 
Jr. 4. Patricia Ann, 3. and Mary 
Ellen. I. j't • 

The fire gutted the dining room, 
burning a hole Into the upstair* 
apartment which filled with smoke 
Celling* of several other downjtalrs 


bathroom 


rooms and 
scorched. 

Firemen aald the houae was Ailed 
with Aame when they arrived. They 
used two booster line* cm it After¬ 
wards they used smoke ejector* and 
the Quekh family was able to re¬ 
turn to their apartment. 

Tha Poro familv spent the night 
with relative* next door. Mr. and 
Mr* Leon Marre 

Fire apparatus was tailed out at 
III p m and returned to the sta¬ 
tion at 9 36 p m. 

Poro. 24. is a truck driver tor 
the State Distribution Co. 


Convalescent 

Home Periled 


Quick Action by Proprietor ind 
City Firemen Stop Blaze in 
Room Above Garage. 

A fire which po*ed a threat to 
th* llaikim Convaleacent Horn*. 
30 E. Washington 6t. waa extin¬ 
guished through quick action of 
the proprietor and th* Rutland 
Fire Department yesterday. 

Th# fl»e burst out In a vacant 
room above the convaleacent home 
garage, a wimden structur* attach¬ 
ed to the home, about 4pm 
Mrs Julia Haskins, proprietor, 
was in the home when she heard a 
thump from the garage A rope | 
holding a folding staircase to (he 
second fi,Hir of the garage had 
burned through allowing the stair¬ 
case to dmp with a hang 

Mra Haskins unlocked tha garage 
door and a man whose name she 
did not obtain barked lha car out. 

Mr* Haskins also used two large 
hand extinguishers to krep the fire 
In check while firemen were called 
by telephone and through an alarm 
from Boa 33 

Firemen wllh Engines I, 2. and 
S were on the acene at 4 It and put 
lha Clare out by means of Uooatsr 
lines, later using a smoke ejector 
There was some Are damage to* 
waits, but the blase was confined 
to the room which Is occasionally 
used fur drying Itnrn 
Fire vf*hiff Alfred M Koltonskl 
said lh\j fire apparently originated 
with a small tpar* heater in the 
room. The Are damage was nol 
estimated last night but was not 
thought to be Urge 
Mr* Mdtkm* said that atlhough 
some aroofce seeped into the kitchen 
of lb* convalescent home there was 
no disturbance In the home. Th* 
patients were In a part of th* home 
well removed from th* garag* and 
moat did not know of th* fir*. 














































































Herald Photo—Mrruil 
kmofco billow* from the Forest HI. hone or Mr. and Mn. Nor¬ 
man Moore and their fovr children which wa* damaced by fire 
yealerday. Tooy ( onsentlno operates a shoe repair ahop on the street 
floor of the throo-alory building. 


Fire Damages 
Third Storv 


T*o Finulko Hm to Watt 
Home on Forcu St. With 
Sit Children. 


T«o faraiUc*. Including a.a eh.1- 
d rrv. were forced to mw»e owl of 
the * home 7 eater da > when ft re 
damaged the unoccupied third «U>"y 
•f the frame house at 15 Forest St 

Although the flames never reach¬ 
ed the two occupied lower floor» at d ! 
little or no damage as. done to 
their contents, damage to the r««»f 
and top story mult be repaired be¬ 
fore the piemUes can be lived in 

Mr. and Mrs Norman Mooie and 
ihrtr four ehlldrrn arm Mr. and 
Mr*. Raymond Graham ami ihc.r 
two children wrrr all reported r>> 
flremen to be absent from then sec¬ 
ond story apailmenta when Ibr fl:r 
broke out. 

Tony Cobsentlnn. who *e sl.»*e ir- 
pair shop takes up the ground fl»H»r 
wa§ also away when Ihr blair *•* 
discovered. 

The first alarm *11 pm»nrd in bt 
a neighbor who noticed smoke com¬ 
ing from the roof at It. p m I m 
fines one and three answered the 
call with an officer and sit mm. 
They did a quick "sue up'* and. rea- 
hied that the entire top slor> was 
Involved and additional help would 
be Deeded 

They radioed the Are station to 
send out a bos alarm which alerted 
the entire town and brought in all' 
members of the ’off duty’ or a 
It also brought a large crowd of 
spectators to watch the smokeeaters 
Ln action. 

Assistant Fire Chief Ralph R 
Bean, who commanded the Are fight¬ 
ing operation, assisted by 2nd As¬ 
sistant Chief Frank Seward and 
Capt Perry Wood, aaid that It was a 
very tough place to get at because 
♦the entire - stor y Involved was la, 
flames and cloeed ln with a blanket 
of thick, black amoke. It was neces¬ 
sary for hove men *nd ladder men to 
use smoke masks and amoke eject¬ 
ing equipment In order to gain en¬ 
trance and remain inside 

Chief Bean said he rouid nut over¬ 
emphasise the punishment flrvmen 
have to take In bringing s Are like 
that under control, while doing 
everythin., possible to prevent dam¬ 
age to property and possessions In 1 
the Arc area. 

Only one minor mishap occurred 
during the Are-flghtlng session 
when A reman John W. Thompson 
broke the stitches from a minor op- 
•lion on his neck, which had to be 
re-aewro at the hospital after the Are 


The cause of the Are. Chief Bean 
said, remained a mystery. It ob¬ 
viously was not caused by either 
ooe of the two stoves in operation 
in the two occupied apartments, he 
said, and other possible causes in- J 
ret ligated had been eliminated. 

He said that Graham had been In I 
the attic about it» a. m. In search 1 
of his wife s rubbers JUA had nolle -1 
W nothing to indicate a Are Fur* ( 
tner investigation will be made, the 
chief a d ded 

The Are «ii pronounced n.»t at 

4 50 p m 

Jasper Cacioppl «*f g] fwreet li 
who owns Ike building, said be Ka.1 , 
WO! ) ft received an estimate of 
damage frvm the inauieme com 
par»» end was u* able to make • 
Cue*# himself ss to the sm<-unt of 
damage o- the r#u*e of the flte 

M least sis huge rat vea salvage 
covet s were u»ed to ro\wt the f,»r. 
ntshltif* of the two apaitment* on 
I ’r aeonod A#o« and the equipment 
and nteerhandne of the ah.w shop 
on the flj*t Aoo> a teeult. the 

onlv Uei other than the damage to 
the ‘oof and the top dsn n §ht he 
aon.e slight water damarr 

Fire flghttng and water dU|«rit«i' 
was all dime on the third slots 
where the flames were, and throush 
the root It was tiecesaary 1o rip 
through the slate shingles in tiidei 
in reach the wood shingle# which 
were horning underneath j(o« 
second storv ceiling was j 


ever, the 
left entirely intact 


Work w as made 


especially hazardous since the at-I 
tic story had been sealed off and 1 
plastered to make a Ihree-rnom 
apartment, unoccupied at the pies- 
fnt lime. 

Principal equipment w»t<1 to es- 
ttngiiiah the blare were Iwo-inrh 
and a half hydrant hoses and two 
booster lines, which dtaw their i 
water supplv f f nm the trucks until 
the hydrant lines are pqj min use 


1 


ms 


$ W S m " U & which burst through the STTEJrfU* 

* bca e Co- ,vh ch iu/fertd he * v y Io “ by before dawn yesterday. Origin of the blaze Is un¬ 


known. 

lF 1 


ame s 


1 

Damage 

Co. 


The cSQlng of the brick gtruc- As fast as repairs can be made to 
ture quickly became a mass of -the damaged building and new core 

boxes can b e made available, others 
will be recalled to service, he said. 


flaming timbers and steel “X" beams 
weri» twisted by intense heat as 


Core Room, Brass and Alum¬ 
inum Foundries Gutted 
by Early Morning Blaze; 
Cause Undetermined. 


No One Hurt 




Company Enlists *Help of 
Outside Pattern Makers 
to Speed Replacement of 
Vital Equipment. ' 

A.audden fire of undetermined 
cause hit the core room of the 
Howe Scale Co. on Strongs Ave at 
3:45 ^m. yesterday and spread to 
the Ibrass and aluminum foundries, 
gutting the interior and contenU of 
all three. 

No one was injured. 

Hundreds of core boxes, indis¬ 
pensable to the operation of the 
company’s three main foundry proc¬ 
esses, wAFfc destroyed. 


though they were hairpins. 

Off duty flremen from all sec¬ 
tions of the city answered the alarm 
and all available equipment was 
put into immediate action. 

The lire was discovered by Ker- 
mit Thomas, a member of the night 
foundry crew, who noticed amoke 
pouring into the iron foundry ad¬ 
jacent to the core room. 

Only 25 minutes before, the night 
watchman had made his rounds 
which took him through the area, 
and nothing amiss was noted. 

Asst. Fire, Chief Ralph R. Bean 
said that four engines responded 
to the alarm, which summoned 
available on duty,, oft duty 
‘call” man. 

He said his men laid approx! 
mately 2000 feet of hose, first using 
three two-and-a-haif inch lines, 
and latex changing to two inch- 
and-a-half lines. 

Chief’ &ean*~said help received 
five city police officers 
from the be 
assistance un 
arrived to com- 
emfcrgency crew. 

The fire was brought under oon- 
trol about 5 am*, and the last engine 
returned to the station at 6:17 a.m. 

Although the extend of the dam¬ 
age has not yet been determined 
and officials were unable to esti-» 
mate the dollar loss, about 125 em¬ 
ployes were thrown out of work 
temporarily by the fire. 

John G. Fenton, vice president of 
production, said that all but 40 of 
those idled will resume work on a 
temporary basis today. 

He said it was a tough break for 
the company, which, although cov¬ 
ered by insurance, was just getting 
started on a good business recov¬ 
ery after a slack period. 

The foundry began a four-day 
week during the first week in April 
after being on three days since No¬ 
vember, 1953. 


Clean up work was started im¬ 
mediately upon clearance by the 
Fire Department, and by last night 
much progress had been made 
toward dumping the debris and 
making way for repair crews to be¬ 
gin ,work. 

It may be a matter of several days, 
said Fenton, before the clean-up 
Can be completed.- * ,* . * » • 

It is also problematical^ he 'fluid, 
as to how long it will'/fce before 
enough core boxes can be made 
available to put the foundries back 
on a'normal schedule. 

Much depends on the ability of the 
company to enlist help from outside 
skilled pattern makers he added. 
Fenton emphasised everything pos¬ 
sible is being done to prevent work 
stoppage. 

The iron foundry which is in the 
adjacent building, and was not 
touched by the fire, will be in oper¬ 
ation today on a limited scale and 
will continue to work in proportion 
to the availability of new core boxes. 

Although the iron foundry turns 
out 90 per cent of the total foundry 
work, it depends, as do the brass 
and aluminum foundries, on the 
supply of core boxes produced in 
the guttered core room. 

A core box is the technical name 
for the first mold used in the manu¬ 
facture of gray iron, aluminum and 
bronze castings which go into the 
many different sizes and types of 
scales produced by Howe Scale. 

The firm, one of the leaders in 
the country, ranges in its output 
from small counter and portable 
scales to motor truck scales and 
railroad scales weighing upwards 
of 100 tons per section. 

After sand has been compressed 
) into shape in the core box, it is 
; baked in the huge oven and becomes * 
the mold from which the final cast¬ 
ing is shaped. 

Fenton expressed the gratitude of 
the company to tfremen for their 
“usual excellent job" of getting to 
the fire fast and in keeping the 
flames from spreading. 
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Herald Photo—Mcrusi , 

Within the brief space of m half hour only the shell of the barn on the old Chaffee farm on Strat¬ 
ton Kd. remained after fire, believed to Jbaye atartedjfry, ligjitxfllig. broke out shortly bef^U a. nu' 
today. Four calves, one sheep, a truck liew mownjjay wa$b [lost. The property Is owned^by Ro^ 
land Hospital and occupied by Wfjvia S. Hance. * \ 


Fire Destroys 
Big Barn On 
Chaffee Farm 


Cattle, Chickens, H^r Lost 
in Blaze at Height of 
Electrical Storm. 


Bolt Believed Cause 


P 

j M 


The large bam on the old Chaffee 
tfthtV, owned by Rutland Hospital 
and occupied by Lewis S. Hance at 
2 ?^ Stratton ltd. was destroyed by 
Are during the height of a severe 
electrical storm which struck the 
city, shortly before 1 a. m. today. 

Four calves, one sheep, a GMC 
truck and a large number of 
chickens were destroyed along with 
several tons of new-mown hay as 
Qai^ps totally destroyed the wooden 
structure. 

During the height of the blaze. 
Mrs. Gertrude Hance, wife of the 
occupant of the farm, collapsed and 
firemen administered first aid with 
the rrmscitator. She wa$ revived 
and returned to bed. y 

Hance told firemen he was’aslecp 
when the blaze started. He said he 
believed it was ignited by»lightning 
striking the building as he was 
awakened by a loud crash and look¬ 
ed out to see flames starting to 
flick out of the barn. 

"Within a few minutes the fire 
had spread throughout the struc¬ 
ture and the glow cast upon leaden 
skies attracted hundreds of motor¬ 
ists who choked highways in all di¬ 
rections leading to the blaze. The 
fiery glow could be seen through¬ 
out the city. 

Traffic was so congested several 
firemen, headed for the blaze V ftic 
department’s feep, were stranttfcd on 
Allen 'S?'*! i* *** 

One o| the Fire department 
trucks, tfafine 1, headed back to 
the station^got off on a soft shoulder 
on Stratton Rd. and became bogged 
down. 

The telephone company reported 
at 2 ajn. today that all toll circuits 
between Rutland and Middlcbury, 
Rutland and Bellows Falls and Rut¬ 
land and Ludlow were knocked out 
by the storm. 

The wire chief also said between 
30.and 40 lines were out in Middle* 
bury, about 100 out in Rutland and 
service • was slightly disrupted in 
Brandon. *** 


FEttUARY S. 1** 


Blaze Ruins 
Garage Shop 


Brown, Crippled by Arthritis, 
Loses Dorr Dr. Building, 
Tools and Car. 


Chief Koltomki'i 'Nose for 
Smoke' Leads Hun to River¬ 
side Hla/e. 




Fire yesterday destroyed the two- 
csr garage at 2S1 Dorr Dr. of George 
Brown, who haa slowly built up a 
car-repair business deapite crip¬ 
pling arthritis during the paat few 
year*. 

Brown. 52. crawled Into the 
amoke-fllled garage to rescue onr 
car which he barked through a 
cloaed d«***r. Ita window* and paint 
were blistered by the heat 

Another car and all hta |nol* and 
equipment were destroyed In the 
(lamer 

The fire broke out In unknown 
manner shortly after noon after 
Brown had gone Into hia house for 
lunch lie l«»*kcd out the window 
to M*e imoke pouring from the 
frame garage 

Running out. Brown opened ane 
door and w a* met he a blast of 
tnioke lie crawled over to the brat 
of the two ears got inside and back¬ 
ed It through the half of the* door 
that was still fastened shut lie was 
unable to re-enter to get the other 
car 

Rutland firemen brought two 
pumfxra and the service car to the 
scene. but the'flames were visible 
from the River St. bridge and the 
garage couldn’t be saved Firemen i 
laid a amall line lo a hydrant, put! 
the fire out and protected nearby I 
buildings. 

Brown worked In this area as a 
mechanic and sawmill employ# un-, 
til about two year* ago when hi* 
arthritis became bad Several years ( 
before that he had built a amall 
home at Ml Dorr Dr. with help 
from members of hi* family He aim 
built the garage In which he began 
to build up a repair business. A 
neighbor said yeaterday he was “a 
mighty good hand with an auto¬ 
mobile’* 

Mrs Brown ha* been working In 
tV housekeeping department at 
Rutland Hospital. She said yeater¬ 
day loss of the garage. In which her 
husband would sometime* work as 
late as midnight, was a hard blow 
to the family. They have on# young 
daughter. 

Brown and several nelghbon 
picked through the ruin* late yea¬ 
terday, getting out a few tools that 
could be salvaged Brown had a 
complete set of garage tools in the 
structure. He was about to tell the 
automobile which was burned. 

M 1 guess we ll try to rebuild.” be 
said. The garage was covered by a 
little Insurance. 


Fire Damages 
State Barn 


Fire Chief Alfred J Koltonskls 
practiced nose fur smoke was right 
un the mark yesterday. 

The fire chief smelled smoke at 
he was dnvng down Flsrpulnt 
Ave. about 1.50 pm. yesterday 
Then he saw lt~(lames shooting 
from the window and cupolo of a 
big barn situated about 100 yards 
north of the Riverside Reformatory 
The Are chief called in apparatus 
by radio and at the seme ua*s gave 
instructions for laying a line from 
the hydrant at Fierpoint Ave. at 
Slate St. 

Thy Or e, apparently started by 
boys, was put out quickly after tt 
tuned tn hay on Um second floor 
aM~rated up the north wall and 
out the roof. 

- The nld_jlo*t*a4**pod flructuit 
iaWl of the reformatory plant and 


haa not been used for some years. 
Mu# Helen M. JColtonahi. superin¬ 
tendent. who, incidentally la the 
chiefs slater, said aha r emembe r s 
when It was actively used aa part 
at Use Riverside farm. 

I In recent sears o»»ys have used 
lit for s hangout and like structure 
►offered c*«lsideraOiy. A.*l wm* 

• dost* and molt nt the doors are oat 
1 out the l>tg building is sul»d with 
(heavy au.r.e walls and big beams 
rhere »u iw enervate of the lose 
Hut JCoJuma* i said ore as tonally 
boys would get up in the cupolo 
and a call would have lo be made 

I ui state police to get them down. 
Some lumber stored in the bam 
appeared to be little damaged ; 
hew e koew funstabing* and ap- 
puawcew were stored on the ground 

I towr eg the building by the Grand 
fwnUUrt C« These sal 
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Storeroom Is 
• Hit by Blaze 

Fire at Fairgrounds Market 
Is Discovered by Barretf;- 
Threatens Home. 


A storeroom and its con tenia were 
considered a total loss yesterday by 


owners of the Fairgrounds Fruit 
Market at 15g S Main 81. after a 
fire Saturday at 10 27 p m sent 
four engines and a service truck 
there to light flames threatening 
both tha market and an adjoining 
house. 

Officer Neville J. Barrett, on a 
nlghlly patrol of the area, first no¬ 
ticed the blare coming from the 
rear of the building. 

He called In a warning by radio 
to the police station. which nottfled 
kremen. Barrett then rushed to tell 
pereonnet In the market, who were 
preparing to close. 

Firemen kept the fire confined to 
the 12-foot square storage loom and 
the surrounding area. 

names from the market threaten¬ 
ed the home of Mrt Josephine 8 
Avey ol IflO S Main St, but Araaaen 
kept the brick building from suf¬ 
fering little damage other than a 
scorched comic# and a melted eeee- 
epouL 

Firemen used §00 feet of hose and 
a booster tank 

Firemen used a smoke ejector to 
clear the market after the Are had 
been quenched 

Mrs. Guido Forte of Fair Haem, 
who with her husband la a joint 
owner of the stand, said ye«terday 
that a fireproof tin wall and an 
a best os roof, separating the market 
from tha storage room and a three- 
room apartment, kept flames from 
•weeping through the whole build- 


Mrs. Forte said that the storage 
roam contained a refrigeration com- 
preaao*, which was completely 
destroyed, fruit baskets, tables 
mor% than throe hundred burlap 
bags and other Items used In the 


basinets 
She lit 


listed smoke and water dam¬ 


age as considerable to the apart¬ 
ment particularly to the sitting 
room and the bathroom, whose walls 


were common U the storage room 
There was little damage done to 
.the market except for the spoilage 


of a few fruit Items Mrs Forte 
added- 


Neither Are officials nor the own¬ 
ers of the stand were able to ex¬ 
plain the cause of the Are. 


KOYEMBEX IS 1?55 


Car Ruined In 
Fire Scorching 
Large Garage 


Fire ruined a IMS sedan and bad¬ 
ly scorched the loterlor of a two- 
car garage at the home of Robert 
D. Smith of 2 Bllllngi Ave. last 
night. • % 

Firemen estimated damage at sev¬ 
eral thousand dollars. 

The blaze filled the two-stall front 
part of the garage when firemen 
arrived after an alarm at 9 09 p. m. 

In two trucks •_ 

Going to work on the fire with 
two boosters the fire-fighters call¬ 
ed out another truck after their ar¬ 
rival to Jay a line from a hydrant. 

The rear section, partitioned off 
for storage of furniture, toys and 
equipment used in Smith’s oil bus¬ 
iness. was not touched by fire, and 
house. 25 feet away, was not threat¬ 
ened, firemen said. „ 

A stove near the partition was be¬ 
lieved the cause of the fire, al¬ 
though how the blaze started was 
not determined. 

Smith had been working In the 
garage, about an hqur earlier. The 
fire was discovered from the house. 

| Firemen returned to the station 
■t 10:17 p. m. - 

I 
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Fire Doused 
By Sprinkler 


Serious Damage Is Averted at 
Grimm iCo.; Small Blaze in 
Park St. School. 


A serious Are was averted by a 
sprinkler system yesterday morn¬ 
ing. after sparks from a soft coal 
,flare-back which had apparently 
smouldered for hours flared up In 
the basement of G. H. Grimm Co. 
on Pine St., manufacturers of maple 
sugar making equipment. 

The Are was discovered at 5:41 
a. m. by Special Officer Ralph Mua- 
catello of the Rutland police, who 
heard an alarm ringing while mak¬ 
ing a routine police box call kt 
the corner of West and Pine Sts. 

Asst. Fire Chief Ralph Bean said 
the Are probably originated Tues¬ 
day night when the furnace was 
stoked for the night 

Sparks apparently lodged on a 
10- by 12-lnch celling beam In the 
basement he laid, then spread lo 
the Ant floor joists and flooring 
before becoming hot enough to act 
off the sprinkler system. . 

Water from the two opened 
sprinklers kept the Are under con¬ 
trol lo the extent that It did not get 
sufficiently hoi to set off adjacent 
sprinklers, and the automatic alarm 
attracted the police officer’s atten¬ 
tion. 

The Fire department extinguish¬ 
ed the flames, which had been con¬ 
fined bv the sprinklers to a small 
area in the basement ceiling and the 
floor of the first story, before 
much damage had been done, al¬ 
though considerable smoke spread 
throughout the entire three-story 
building. It was necessary to use 
I several smoke ejectors and two 
.booster lines. 

j A amall Are in the basement of 
the Park St. School occurred at 
9 40 a. m. yesterday, and was ex¬ 
tinguished by the school principal. 
Raymond J. Messer, after a amall 
hole had been burned through a 
wall partition. 

Firemen, who were called as a 
precautionary measure, said tha Aft 
had been caused by a range used 
ui the hot lunch program, which 
had been located too near the wall 

The school building was cocn- 
'pletely remodeled last year at a 
.cost of more than gUQjttQi 






























































tfWgt Crowd Drawn to 'Blaze 
at Baptist Pastor’s Garage on 
E. Center St. 








A' Art In a two-story garage-stor- 
TT CenUV 
•t the home of the Rev., and Mn 
Harry O. Ford brought AreAghter* 
- twarma of onlooker* to the 
•cena Saturday. 

The probable cause. said Aremen 
yesterday, was children with mat¬ 
ches. 

The Rev. Mr. Ford, pastor of 
the Baptist Church, was out of 
town and his wife was In the kit¬ 
chen shortly after 5 p.m. when a 
strange man burst in shouting. 
"Lady, your garage is on Are.- 
Mrs. Ford rushed to the phone 
but someone else had spotted smoke 
coming from the garage and had 
given the alarm an instant or two 
sooner. 

By the Ume Arcmcn arrived 
brown smoke was pouring from the 
upper sections of the structure, 
which Is about 50 feet In back of 
the house. With the aid of neighbor¬ 
hood children the Ford youngsters 
got out a canoe. 

Not making any headway with a 
booster hose provided by two Are 
engines at the first call, the depart¬ 
ment set up a whistle alarm and 
brought two more engines and a 
crowd of special AreAghters into 
action. 

Two 21!-Inch hoses within 30 min¬ 
utes drowned the blase. Firemen 
were hampered In reaching the Are 
In the east end of the bonding by a 
false celling which* had to be hack¬ 
ed away. 

For a half-dozen youngsters the 
high point of the battle came when 
they were enlisted to throw rocks 
at a window too high for the Are- 
men to reach with pikes or axes. At 
the Ant hint for aid the smailfry 
Picked up rocks and satigAed hidden 
desires by bombarding the window 
glass. 

Nothing valuable was In tha 
building, said Mrs. Ford. 

"But my skis and Jacknives are 
all up there," said one of the Ford 
boys. They sustained only a smok¬ 
ing and soaking. 

While the operator of a Massachu¬ 
setts hay truck was in the diner, a 
prankster set his loaded vehicle 
afire early yesterday morning. 
Crew* were called to the Mid Way 
Diner on S. Main St at 6:12 a.m. 
The blaze was confined to two bails 
6f hay on the rear of the truck. 

An awning Art at Jean's Beauty 
Salon at 126 Merchants Row was 
1 put out quickly by firemen of En¬ 
gine 3 at 1:13 p.m. yesterday. Fire¬ 
men said the biaxe waa probably 
caused by a cigarette. A ten Inch 
hole in tha cloth waa the only 
damage. 




Orin A. Thomas 
Barn Levelled 
By Night Fire 

A Air of unknown origin at Orin 
A. Thomas' Csdsrdsle Diary farm 
on Pttlsford Rd early yesterday de¬ 
stroyed a machinery storage shed 
In addition, a 1953 convertible, two 
heavy faem trucks, several thous¬ 
and wssed milk containers and va¬ 
rious farm Implements were lost 
Thomas esluaaled the total damage 
at *25.000 

The shed was discovered blazing 
strongly and Merritt Thomas called 
the Rutland Fire Dept, about 3 am j 
Two engines of the Rutland depart¬ 
ment and one from Pituford re- 


The Airmen* speedv work Xkved 
two hoart/y main barns, a creamery 
building, a dairy bar. and the house 
of Orin Tbucnas Jr. 

There was no electric wiring or 
hay in the sued and the cause of the 
Are is unknown. After the Are had 
grown to consider * Die proportions, 
tne gas tank of the car owned by 
W.lham Thomas 


match <. 

ire (»ut> Living Room 
In I Ionic of Mrs. Jenncy 

A living rv»«*tu «»n the m*rthra«l 
of lfir Imtne of Mi * Fdwattl 

11 Jnmrv at II Weahtngbm Ml w an 

»•onpktrlv gutted Mini Miiukr »n%| 

Im'HI «t*;ttMg«' ranked tu other part* 
nf the hoove when Are limkr nut 
in n U« veil prat a! 11 4(1 pin. l.iat 
night 

Smoke fr»*n the hla/lng overstufT- 
r«d furniture awoke .Mra Jenney on 
tile second door She made her way 
downstaire and called the Are dr. 
part metiL 

Firemen, whn would not estlmatr 
the damage, said the blare was caus¬ 
ed by rarelea# Hooking 

On May 20. 1WJ, Mrs Jenney, 
further arhool board member. suffer¬ 
ed second degree burns and smoke 
inhalation when Arc broke out In 
the bednami nf her gi audilaugtdrr 
and Mis. Jenney, n»d knowing the 
young girl had left the room, went 
to her rescue. 


FRIDA T MOONING. MATCH *. m*. 

Fire Causes ! 
$5,000 Loss 


Flamci Cut Home Off Lin¬ 
coln Avc.; Brothers, One 80 , 
Flee in Shirulfcvrt. 


, THURSDAY MOfcMNCL NOVIMK? X tWL 


i 




Flames gutted a Lincoln Ave 
horde early last evening, destfwymg 
tha furnishings and clothing of the 
occupants 
Nate R. 3looie. SO. ami his brother. 
Claude G. Moore on. stood In bor¬ 
rowed coats and hats, after fleeing 
In shirtsleeves and watched the Are 
race through their home at 207 Lin¬ 
coln Ave 

Loaa of the sd-ttsei shingled 
dwelling was estimated by owner 
Leo Odett of Chittenden aa appro*i- 
malelr $3JKM ll«* fepoilrd that 
about half the loa* was covered L*> 
insurance 

George N Davie, who lives In 
hack of the \tmue home ab*wll 1*1 
yards off of Lincoln Avr, saw lhe 
blase through the w widow of his 
home and (wined wt the alaini 
Davis stated that lie was watch¬ 
ing tr lev lain when suddenly the set 
began to flicker violently and his 
dog began to Park outside 
He went to the window amt saw 
flames streaming up the south side 
of the Moore house 

Claude M«vu* slated that he was 
aiding in the living loom at the 
north end of the house when tie 
suddenly saw *a light like Ate" 
coming up through lhe legistn 
He snd his btothn rushed fiom 
the house and the fire spr*ad so 
quickly that they \vrre unahle to 
get back In for llieir coal* Claude 
attempted but w«% tinned back by 
the smoke 

Two enginee weie dispatched by 
the lire department at 0 13 p m At 
fl II s w histle alarm was sounded 
calling In 10 call turn and tha off 
duty firemen. 

The flaming house was only a 
few feet from the office building of 
the Rovtng LuinU-t Co. and cloae by 
were piles of drying lumber. Fire¬ 
men managed to keep the fite con¬ 
fined to the Moote house amt no 
other damage w aa reported. 

Claude Moore stated that he be¬ 
lieved that the fire alar ted us an oil 
heater In the cellar. There was a 
furnace, but it had not been in use- 
for three weeks The house was 
heated by stoves upstairs 
The brothers have lived In the 
house for 13 years. In April of 1933 
the house and the adjacent lumber 
mill wai sold to Odelt by the Moore 
brothers Since that time they have 
rented the house and Claude has 
continued In the lumber business 
on the Ciltendrn ltd. 

The furnishings in the house were 
owned by the Moores. 

The flames roaring up the aide 
ol the houae and streaming from 
the cupolas brought throngs of Rut- 
landers to the scene 
To prevent traffic from hindering 
flgemen police were posted at Field 
and Lincoln Avea. and at N. Main 
St. to divert cars 
The fire waa completely out by 
7:30 p m Inspection revealed that 
all of the belongings nf the brothers 
had been destroyed by fire or wa 
ter 

Mr. and Mra Sidney Wilson of 
244 Lincoln Ave. took the Moorr 
brother! into, their home for the 
night 
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Herald phote—-Merotl 

Wind fanned flames which gave the effect of a Narthern Lights celestial display rase the storehouse 
of the t nlon I urnlture Co. an tv. Main St, at a lova of f29.000 

Firr Chief Alfird II Koltnnski 
directed work nf the fire depart¬ 
ment fwrrr «»f 2K irgular men and 
eieht rail men at the arenr The 
/Th /"\ /'x r\ f \T * full department turns out trt re* 

Hr ^ While Iwn city Arrtiuhtlng crews 


Blaze Causes 
,000Loss “■ 


Storehouse Full of Furniture 
Left Charred Hulk; Started 
From Trash FjjcT 

A storehouse of the Union Fur¬ 
niture Co. 102 S. Main St., went 
up In flames wnth a losk of about 
$26,000 late yesterday afternoon. 

Filled with new furniture of sit 
kinds, the converted bsrn was turn¬ 
ed into a huge bonfire visible all 
s>v«r that end ofsthc city. 

Tlo* 40 -LmiI long frame struc- 
tuu\ with two flooift packed with 
furmtiiie and an empty attic, blazed 
itself Into u charred hulk, casting 
• »ff enough heat and sparks to spell 
leal trouble fur othrr building! In 
almo»l any other area 

The structure was located about 
100 yards behind the Union Furni¬ 
ture showroom on S. Main St. and 
.d the southern edge of Buffum'i 
Lot 

The wind blew most of the sparks 
and he.it toward the big meadow, 
out the Meaduwbruok roller skating 
rink to the northwest received 
some sparks. 

Rutland firemen, in response to 
a two-alarm box call, hit the big 
bla/e with water from two Lncs 
laid about 400 yards from the cor¬ 
ner of S. Ma;n and Park Su 

Firemen said the fire started 
from burning of trash 50 feet from 
the warehouse. The wind apparent¬ 
ly carried an ember to the store¬ 
house. they said. 

A cold, steady rain fell during 
the fire. but failed to keep hun>- 
dreiis of spectators from the scene 
Firemen laid on the wet ground 
to direct the hoses and get as near 
the fire as possible. 

A telephoned alarm by an un¬ 
known person reached the fuV De¬ 
partment a: 4 32 p_m 

When firemen reached the seen* 
and saw the sue of the f!re they 
rad.oed back U> have a box rung 
up The box was No. 31. 

The release alarm wai sounded 
at 6 0T p -r. . but the blaze had 
' seer, knocked down long beiorv 
that. 

Norman H Lash, furniture eons- 
oai.v »p*a«-?xn*n. >a.d the store- 1 
h«w*>e <\jn:a:ned a variety of case, 
guvals. Uph. birred furniture. Cikt- 
Urun. surtngs and *» Lr.!e of 
everything * , | 

I The *t-irrhnu»e w as three 1 

’by tnr cttfH|»anv Another! 

I for new furniture *« located on* 

» S« f<«H>) S! mi i| a brick building l»e- A . 
'hind th»- shtiwrimm main building 1 
I stored merchandise which had been 
•ivbF %*«» furniture of the sold 
ea»« , goiv wa* burned. La*h said 

Ihr bat u* uks eonverterl for 
storage u.«e about four yean ago 
and was formerly a barn of the 
Chaffer rotate 

The hrr was the Arst major one 
in Rutland in a number of months 


wire uliil «t the warehouse. firemen 

weie lulled on another alarm In 
the downtown ImsineM .section 

At H O.'t p. tii, F.nginrs 4 and 2 snd 
the ladder truck M>rd to Segales, 
Restaurant at 31 Center St They 
found ammonia fumes caused by a 
Irak in the Restaurant's refrigerat¬ 
ing system No damage was caused. 
Airmen said. 

Another capririou* refriegeralmg 
unit acted up at 6 13 p m at the 
Donald Loseby home at 73 E Wash¬ 
ington SI. Chief Kollnrvskl and an¬ 
other f.remrn arrived at the resi¬ 
dence by car to And again there 
wav no Are Ammoria fumes there 
were *o ilrong Engine t was 
bryught to the scene A srv.ke 
!h!o*r- was uwd in tb* cellar to 
d.s^ the fumes ard the unit 
(was removed Jrcn "he Ch»ef 

Kv/.orjai va.d tr.e^e w aj no damage 


/->/ +1 ST* 


Scouts Gather 
Round the Fire 
At Own Rooms 


There waa no Boy Scout meet¬ 
ing for Troop 14 last night. 

But there waa more than enough 
excitement for the Scouta. Four 
Are engines raced to the troop's 
clubrooma at 33 Warfilngton St. for 
a Are there. 

Heading for the meeting was 
Xorky" Dodge. 11, of 44 Morse PL 
Nearing the two-story wooden bam 
used as headquarters. Corky smell¬ 
ed Hnoke and heard Aames. 

He rushed to the nearby Ameri¬ 
can Legion Club, sponsors of the 
Troop and owners of the barn. A 
steward notiAcd Aremen and they 
sped to the scene at 0 34 p.m. 

The Are was confined to the club- 
rooms and at no point threatened 
a home owmed by 31 rs. Ella 31 
*I\itUe. separated from the barn by 
leas than three feet, or the Legion 
borne Itself. 

Firemen aald the cause of the Are 
was a keroeene oil burner. Ap¬ 
parently while the rooms were be¬ 
ing heated for the meeting, the car¬ 
buretor was burned off and a full 
stream of keroaene was fed to the 
burner and the wooden fioor. 

The Are went up through the 
celling and into the partlUons. 
Most of the blaze. Aremen said, was 
conAned to the are* about the space 
beater. 

Excited groups of Scouts witched 
proceedings, often getUng in the 
way of the crews. Leader Bill 
Morreau of West Rutland arrived 
and rescued a drenched troop Aag. 

The blaze w*as extinguished by 
7 02 p.m. Firemen said damage was 
not heavy and that the barn was 
covered by Insurance. 
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llrrald Photo—Wild. 

Fire? Fire? Well. Fireman Martin Kelly thought the 100-plus 
thermometer was Just too much to stand. lie squirted that ol’ ther¬ 
mometer in real fireman-fashion. Brought It down to a civilized 
96 in the shade. 


roll* from All** S‘. house! Where yeslerday the three-year-old son'o^Mr^A'rVurSumner 
In right ^©^5round is^^hydrant, sowing pool of water tty|ty3fc>if“ 


3-Year-Old 

^ VS 

Perishes 


in 


B °y 

Fire 


Archie Walker Die$ as 
Flamo Consume Allen 
Si. Apartment House. 


A chubby thtee-*e»t “Id t»»»y 
died amki flernra *h»rh mutll- 
roomed through an spsrlmetit at < 
JO Allen St. >f»icrdnv m»»rmn< 
tight other membeic uf the this* 
families living at the h*»use- in¬ 
cluding four babiea—got 1° ••trlJN# 
lea* mg all thru belongings to thr 
mercy of the flash fire 
Archie Walker Jr. 3 prliahrd In 
the bedr«*>m of s three-mom »t»**n 
stairs apartment minutra ilt»r 
mother Mrs Arthur Sumnt r had 
gone opstatis to vuit ueighboi* 

A space heater in the room next, 
in the buy exploded, firemen >•*“! 
As the frantic it. other brut *: the 
s*de of the ht*u>e tn an rffmt to 
reach her child the * h“le building 
vs u enveloped in flames and smoke. 
Bv the tuna flreflghU'rs summoned 
by a general alarm were in action 
tne two-alory atructure mi gutted 
Mr. and Mrs Sumnn. w»m Mrs 
Sumner s two children by a pre- 1 
vious marriage, moved into the 
three-room apartment on the west 
aide of the home Monday Sum¬ 
ner is employed at the Adam* & 
Noe Plumbing Co. The house la 
owned by Ernest Ruppe of 26 How¬ 
ard Ave. k . 

Archie was in bed at the south¬ 
west comer of the house. The 
space heater wss tn the middle 
• room, which served a* a kitchen 
His older usteT, Christine. 8. was 
at the Park St. School. 

In the east side downstairs lived 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kenyon and 
their two amall children. The up- 


About 11 am. yesterday Mrs 
Sumner went upstain to visit Mrs 
KalUhan. The men of the family 
were'ill away. 

Suddenly a heavy thud shook the 

house Oily amok# poured upstairs 
through the flooring and wallboarda 
Mn. Kenyon downstairs agld she 
saw flames through the partition* 
almost immediately. 

Fire officials said the exploding 
heater probably sprayed kerosene 
and fumes through all three rooms, 
setting them ablaze in a flash. 

Kaith Morehouse, a salesman 
from Sprlngfleld. Mast, was on hia 
way out of the Vermont Television 
Shop next door when he saw the 
smoke. He called Don Johnson of 
the television company, who tele¬ 
phoned tha Are department. 

Johnson*said the west side of the 
houM became a mass of flames in 
the short lima It took him to make 
the call. Motes Coltey. Richard 
Scruton and Francis Lethbridge, 
workers at the nearby Donahue 
Salvage and Supply Co. raced to 
help Johnson and Mri. Sumner, who 
was screaming for her son. 

Mrs. Sumner and tha men tried 
the front door arid were driven 
back by smoke and flames. There 
i* no back door to tha Sumner apart¬ 
ment 

The mother ran around to the 
side of tha house and beat against 
the kitchen window and the wall, 
beyond which her son lay.' flashing 
her hands and arms as the window 
shattered. The merr said a ahaet 
of flame awept toward her. and they 
pulled her to safety. 

By the lime the firefighters were 
on the scene the entire house was 
a mats of flame. The other occu 
pants had tumbled to safety, the 
women carrying the babies. 

The flame was. so hot firemen 
were unable to use the hydrant dl- 


iLairs apartment was occupied by w ^ _ __ 

Mr. tnd Mrs. Robert KaUahan r *"^lrectly in front of the place. Thar 

their baby daughter, and Mrs. uaryn^ up st to a hydrent 

Littlejohn and her months-old g«ri fe€t t>e r ond «nd unrolled a hose 

line to the scene. 


»pr- 

jxz xitr 

It was probably Just as well they 
did. Last spring the hydrant in 
front of the house was damaged, 
probably when a vehicle rsn Into it 
When fire tighten finally opened it 
most Of tha water poured through 
a leak below the hoee connections. 
Pressure at the other hydrant was 
good, however. * 

The hydrants are cheeked occa¬ 
sionally In the winter*, but appar¬ 
ently this one hadn't been looked 
at during the summer. 

Fire spouting from thr window* 
and eating the asphalt shingles on 
the outside of the houae kept even 
firemen with amoke-maak* from 
felting Inside. They played three 
hnea of hoee on the house 

M re. Sumner col la parti She * ai 
treated at Rutland Hospital &UX 
hysteria and ahock 

When firemen finally forced their 
way Inside a half hour after the 
fire started they found Archies 
charred body lying face down with 
hi* arm* outstretched In the remains 
of his bed 

Ruppe. the owner, told Are of- 
flciala later the house Itself had 
been redecorated before the Sum- 
nera moved In. There was partial 
Insurance on the houae. but practi¬ 
cally none on the personal belong- { 
Inga. TTie survivors were staying 
with relatives last night. 

The body was renqpved to the 
Aldous Funeral Home. Archie was 
born Sept. 21. 1963. in Troy. N Y„ 
where his father. Anchit Walker 
Sr., still lives* In addition to his 
parents and sister, he leaves a 
grandmother. Mrs. Grace Dutton of 
Rutland, and aunts and uncles. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonskl. 
Deputy State Fire Inspector Charles 
Walker of Rutland and Assistant 
Fire Chief Frank H. Seward in¬ 
vestigated. 

As lines of auto* driven by the 
curious splashed through the wet 
street past tha smoking rums, a 
fireman said: 

•What a hall of a way to mart 
nre Prevention Week.* 


body of three-year- 
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iFire Damage 
Over $7,500 


-A 


Stonge Building and Garagt 
£*t G. E. Hunt Greenhouse Is 
1 Wrecked by Flames. 

* 

—A flrt which destroyed a wooden 
storage and garags building adjoin¬ 
ing the O. L Hunt flower shop and 
greenhouses on Church SC Satur¬ 
day, caused damages estimated at 
fT.soa 

Lawrence E. Hunt, proprietor, 
said the estimate was a conservative 
one. He added the concern had in¬ 
surance. 

The Are broke out about.l2:30 p. 
to. Workers at the greenhouse were 
unaware of the blaze until notified 
by a nearby resident 

Hunt said a worker rushed to 
the building to try to remove a 1054 
panel delivery truck. Opening the 
door, he was fdreed back by a solid 
wall of flame. 

Fire officials said the blaze had 
gained too much headway before It 
was noticed and by the time crew* 
arrived the building was a total loss. 

Two booster lines were used to 
4ombet the Are. One was drawn 
through the main shop and the men 
concentrated their effort oh keep¬ 
ing the Are from a boiler house 
and another storage building. 

Water and heat. Hunt said, broke 
Approximately 300 panes of glass 
and destroyed about $2,000 worth of 
azalea plants ready for sale. Several 
hundred Strings of smllax used for 
Zaster bouquets, were ruined. 

Firemen said the storage build¬ 
ing contained, besides the truck, a 
large quantity of cardboard and 
papers used for packing, day and 
plastic flower pots, boxes of glass 
panes and gardening materials. 

Crowds of curious gathered about 
the scent. Traffic between North 
and Crescent Sts. was detoured. 

Neither Hunt nor firemen were 
able to determine the cause of the 
lire. The proprietor said he had 
pafsed through the building, as had 
several other employes, shortly be¬ 
fore It broke out 

The storage unit had a fireproof 
floor and about 10,000 tulip bulbs 
in the cellar were believed to be 
undamaged though covered tlx 
Inches deep by water. 

Employes in the shop after the 
Initial excitement continued their 
duties while firemen were work¬ 
ing at the south end of the prem¬ 
ises. 

-We had orders to get out," 
Hunt said, -there wasn’t anything 
we could do but keep out of the 
way. So. we went on with our 
work * . 

- At 9:02 p m. firemen were called 
to extinguish a chimney fire in 
the apartment home of F. B. Lynch 
of 52 Cherry 81 They said it was 
caused by an o ve rheated rpace 
heater but no damage resulted. 


>T7 

Fire Damages 
Two Cars In 
Hurley Garage 


Two ItOl sedans were damaged in 
e Are which blackened e concrete 
garage occupied by Hurley Broe. 
on It Chaplin Art. et 12 59 pm. 
yesterday, according to the city Are 
department. 

I. Miller Bros, Inc., e glove factory 
on the second floor of the building, 
was flooded with smoke but other¬ 
wise undamaged, firemen said. The 
firemen were unable to e*tl*p*t* the 
damage. 

The fire apparently started when 
sparks from a welding torch ignit¬ 
ed fumes coming ffdm a leaking 
gasoline tank causing s minor ex- 
ploalon. according to the firemen 

Firemen worked for about an 
hour with booster fAimpa. Are ex- 
tingulehers end smoke ejectors. 

Yesterday's call was the 550th 
alarm in tbs Are department's flecel 
year which started last July 1. Tire- 
mn br»»k th. 1M0 recordo< 
555 alarms this year. Chief Alfred 
H. Koitonskl said. / 


Scores See ; 
Smoky Fire 


Garage and Chemical Storage 
Building on State Sl Gives 
Firemen Hard Fight. 

A spectacular fix* which aent vol¬ 
umes of smoke rising above .the 
dty attracted scores of autolsts to 
lit State St late yesterday after¬ 
noon and did serious damage to a 
large old bam used as a garage 
and storage building by Wilson's 
Fast Freight, Career Bleach and 
Vermont Chemical Co. 

Smouldering chemicals, furniture 
and paper cartons emitted noxious 
fumes which gave the Rutlsnd Fire 
Department a difficult battle of an 
hour and a half. 

The building is owned by Mrs 
Fannie ltenburg and leased to the 
commercial firms 

Chief Alfred Koltonski said the 
blase apparently started in the 
southeast comer occupied by Car 
rier Bleach, a firm owned by Clark 
H. Mason of 1U North Church St 
An explosion soon afterwards 
spread the flames throughout the 
building. 

Cause of the fire was not de¬ 
termined immediately, the chief 

said. 

Firemen were called about 5 30 
p. m. by a neighbor. Mrs. LouH 
Clifford of 195 Stale St, and Kn* 
fines 2, 3 and 4 responded. At the 
first truck drew up, a second ex¬ 
plosion blew out the windows in 
the front of the building, including 
the glass panes in a half-lowered 
garage door which blocked attempts 
to remove a truck belonging to the 
chemical firm. 

i While police redirected heavy 
late-aftemoon traffic which Im¬ 
peded th# movement of Are trucks, 
firemen directed three two-and-a- 
half-inch high-pressure streams of 
water through the windows. 

Flames near the truok which 
could not be moved were wet down 
in lime to save it from serious dam¬ 
age. A false ceiling in the two- 
story structure hampered firemen's 
efforts to break through the roof 
to attack the flames from above 
Tbe chemical amoks also proved a 
serious inconvenience to the men 
on the roof. 

Fire trucks made a detour on 
the way back to the firehouse to 
answer a summons to the Wheeler 
Williams restaurant at 37 N. Main 
8L shortly before 7 p m. A motor 
bad burned out on an oil burner 
Damage was minor. 


Fire Damages Building 

At 339 West St 


A fire broke qpt In a small 
wooden structure used as a repair 
shop, adjoining a cinder block 
building at 399 West St yesterday 
at 11:20 a. m. but city firemen re¬ 
ported tbe blaze was confined to 
the shed Itself. 

Fire authorities attributed the 
cause of the blaze to e pile of burn¬ 
ing newspapers some JO feet from 
the attached building. Blazing 
scrap*, crews said, were blown 
against the shed and flames licked 
their way into the eves. U 

Using booster lines, fire jerews 
put out the fire within 40 minutes 
Tbe shed s interior was badly dam¬ 
aged. but firemen obtained do of¬ 
ficial estimate of the loss. 

The premises are owned by Louis 
RiccL 


Fire Spreads From Dump 
To Field in Rutland Town 

A fire spread from a roadside 
dump to a field and djpoded area 
near the Pinnacle RidgA Dairy in 
northern Rutland Town yesterday 
afternoon. 

Before the flames were out view¬ 
ers As far away as Clarendon saw 
the towering column of smoke. 
Pack .pumps wielded by crews or¬ 
ganized by Fire Warden George 2. 
Urtk. aided by a Rutland Firs 
Department booster tank, brought 
things under control In about. two 
hours. 

The dump, where the fire started 
the whole affair. Is on the so-called 
Corn Hill R4. leading from Grove 
St to Ptttsford. 



Ilrrstd Photo- 

Jl NIOK HK1 MtN: t'nldrntlfled bnv, Intrigued bv Are utils h 
vrtlrrtliv dsnuird a storage building on State St . nwnrd In Mrv 
I snnlr Isetiberi, kneel* on hot? as flremrn pour water on Hie 
structure 


7 h^lT'7 



Fire Quenched 
Speedily At 
Lorctto Home 


Fire yesterday threatened 
using 41- 


the 

Loretto Home, housing 4l- elderly 
Catholic women, but quick action 
on the part of city firemen pre-' 
vented what they said could have 
been a -major" tragedy. 

While the women, the staff of six 
sisters and their chaplain, the Rev 
Raymond E. Blais, were at Ma»a in 
the chapel on the first floor of the 
building. Are broke out in the kit¬ 
chen in the northesft corner of the 
basement A sister first noticed 
smoke pouring from the woodwork. 

Firemen were called to 59 Mead¬ 
ow SC home at 7:32* a.m Two 
booster lines were used to put out 
the fire, which had spread Into par¬ 
titions above the kitchen range. 

Smoke filled the kitchen and rose 
into some of the upper rooms. Asst. 
Chief Ralph R. Bean said the blaze 
was caused by an improperly in- 
sis lied vent pipe leading from a 
gas-operated toaster. Heat from 
the pipe had kindled the wood¬ 
work. 

The toaster, according to one of 
the sisters, had been in use at leas: 
three years. # 

A fire stop In the wall between 
the basement and the first ground 
story. Bean stated. prevented 
flames from running up through the 
four-storied brick and wood struc¬ 
ture. • 

-Firemen were forced to rip away 
a cowling above the stove to get 
at the fire. A section of ceiling was 
also ripped away and the blaze 
w as confined to a small area. 

Officials at the home aald no of- 
flcial estimate of damage had been 
made last night 

A few women at the home were 
slightly upset by the arrival of the 
two engines sod the new ladder 
truck ssld s sister, but on the whole 
everythin* remained orderly. 

We had served breakfast as 
usual.- said the sister, "but with 
only one difference. The lsdies had 
untoasted bread." 
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2 Overcome 
• 1 

• In Scale Fire 

*4 _‘ 

' / f * , 

James Gleaaon, 21,- Hospital¬ 
ised After Blaze in Freight 
Dept Warming Hut 

T#o men wvrv overcome by 
amokv. one requiring hospital Its- 
lion. In • wnoky fire In the flaw# 
Beal# Co. freight house yestarday 

The two wera James ftlraann. 21. 
of II Lincoln Ave., reported In 
good condition at Rutland Hospital 
late yesterday, and T. Walter Ftl- 
lloe of Pitts ford, who was treated 
At the company first aid station 
The two were overcome •• they, 
fought with hand extlnguimees a 
blase in a warming but m the een 
ter of the Ions frame freight house 
it apparent]* Started from an elec¬ 
tric healer In the hut during thr 
lunch hour. Gleason and FilHoe. 
both checkers at the plant were | 
among the first to trv to halt the, 
blase with fire extinguishers a*' 
heavy wrmh# cut visibility prsctl- 
tally to aero 

An automatic sprinkler was set 
off and the water put out the fire 
It also drenched doiena of crated 
pieces all reade fnr tfilpment. and 
flooded murh of the thilldmg with 
water about an inch deep 

A company spokesman ssld dam 
If* was very slight, that be dldn t 
believe the water had soaked Inin 
the crates, *tme of which Islet 
were blocked up from fbe floor 
Howe empires were sweeping 
the water out as soon as the f.re 
was out and amok# ejectors had 
brought visibility bark 
The fire started during a abort 
period when n««body was apparent 
\f in that section erf the freight de 
par*.rrenl where flnlrfwd acales are 
loaded into rallnood ears. Tt*e hut 
is s ardali wooden affatr. The blare 
was noticed about tbe same time by 
several men m an adjoining depart- 
merit About the same time the 
aprtnkler went off and an alarm 
was tripped. A telephone rail was 
made to the fire department which 
sent two pumpers and the ladder 
truck. 

Firwnen knowing the freight 
bouse was the scene of the trou¬ 
ble rolled right to the scene and 
two firemen ran into the building 
carrying a booster bow The smoke 
was so heavy that nothing could be 
seen hut the fire had been snuffed 
out. Thirteen sprinkler beads were 
brought into operation from the 
beat. Ah am# about JO feet square 
of the overhead ceiling and beams 

•_ 


















































S' City Dump; 8 Blazes Are 


w (Continued from Pag* One)* 

Fire Chief, Mayor # Declare 
Emergency Exist* While 
Dry Weather Continues. 


transmitter tower. Another euch 
Ore htt *long Dartmouth SL at 
1:40 p. m. 

The larger Are vn moving from 
the dump south east The interne 
heel drove the firemen out of the 
woods several times. 

Carrying 43-pound pack pumps 
the fire fighters were forced to lesp 
from log to log to get st the blase. 
Fireman Bernard Kelly mlaaed hu 
fooling on a log and suffered a 
scorched right hand as be pitched 
into burning cinders. 

The crews were sided by neigh¬ 
borhood youths who carried pumps 
Into the sec ton Radio men sent 
frantic calls hack to b sad quarters 



again to the station about 8:13 p m 
but the blase broke out within an¬ 
other hour, this time lashed by a 
strong breexe. 

The general alarm was sent out 
at 10:43 p. m. 

Even before the other dump fire 
by the Novitiate was pul out for 
the first time, the haggard men went 
out to the Park and Cleveland Ave* 
intersection for another grass fire 
Easterly Ave. was the scene of 
s large grass conflagration at 9.13 
p. m. which lasted some 20 minute* 
Again at 11:30 p.m. a burning tree 
off the avenue caused s new alarm 
Two grass fire# were fought in 
the early patt of the day before 
the emergency situation arose One 
sprang up at 11:19 a. m. by the 
Highland Ave. and Hillcrrst Rd in 
teraection. The other was by Mi 
Granger St at 124 p. m. 

Following is e list of yesterday s, 
alarms: Highland and HiUcreit *1 
1119 a m. M Granger St si ! 

for more f ^ _ piu.. City Dump at 2 M p m ; Creek 

About 4:01 p. m desk man Martin Rd. iWSYB> at 111 pm; DarV 
Kelly obtained help from the Pub-f Mouth St et 140 p-l* . SL Joseph's 
lie Works Dept Thirteen men were; Novitiate at fi 13 pm.; City Dump at 
deployed to the blase which was 7.11 pjn ; Perk and Cleveland A vet 

It 


traveling south In ■ valley parallel 
to Gleason Rd. and later turned 
southeast toward the old ‘Com* 
bins lion*/ Pond. 

Unable to atop the fire el Its heed, 
firemen moved along Its edges, con¬ 
trolling it as heal they could. A 
path through the tangled log* of¬ 
fered some accees to the blaia. 

A new danger arose as the flames 
shifted eastward and heeded for 
the residence* of Nelson Young and 
Joseph Bratu. located on a short 
side road oft the Oleaeon Rd. The 
Are crept to within 100 feet of the 
homes, the families later reported. 

Man arrived beck from the Creek 
Rd. Are at 401 pjn. and gave ad¬ 
ditional support to both the 8trongs 
Ave. and Center St station!. Relief 
men wars sent up to the dump fire 

Both stations were crippled about 
a half hour after 1:40 p.m. All that 
remained wpa a truck end one 
driver at each station and the desk 
man. 

Following the Dartmouth St. 
alarm, t Marly Kelly said. "From 
her* on la all we can do is take 
doom the looetions oi new fires and 
tall callen wa il do the very best 


Bating • path a quarter mile long 
the dump fire moved southward 
Into the woodland •‘Jungle”. Its 
width covered some l.aoo feet An 
additional 100 feet of boat was sent 
to the scene* 

Before I pjn. the crews had the 
Initial 'biaxe pretty well under con¬ 
trol and had stopped it before It 
retched Moon Brook. There was 
still plenty of fire fighting work to 
be done snd the men did not leave 
the area until about 7 p.m. 

Twenty-five minutes later, a new 
call came In. The men returned 


NOVEMBER 10, 1956. 

Aged South St 
Woman Badly 
Burned at Oven 


Mrs. Elisabeth H. Keefe. *3. of 97 
South St. was in critical condition 
last night at Rutland Hospital where 
•he was taken yesterday morning 
with extensive burns about her en¬ 
ure bodv. 

Member* of the* family said Mr*. 
Keefe was standing with her back 
to the kitchen .stove warming her- 
•elf. The oven door was open amt 
evidently the heating unit Ignited 
he.* clothing. 

A daughter. Mr*. Merle Kelly, 
with whom Mr*. Keefe makes her 
home, found the aged woman sltUng 
In a chair, her outer garments 
burned fiom her body. Mr*. .Keefe 
hsd apparently tried to extinguish 
the flames with blankets. She was 
removW to the hospital by ambu¬ 
lance. City firemen reported bed¬ 
ding and mattrea* singed. 

While the engine* were at the 
Kelly home, crews were dispatched 
to 113 Park Ave. for a flooded oil 
burner In the apartment of John 
Clifford. The burner extinguished 
itself before firemen arrived. 


at *10 p m.; City Dump *t 9 19 pm. 
Easterly Ave. at 9 33 pm. City 
Dump (gen alarm) at 10 43 pzu 
Easterly Ave. at 1110 pm. hi 
Joseph ■ Novitiate at II pm 

Mayor Waterman said, *T agree 
with Chief Koltonakl that *i nr 
faced with a very grave emergency, 
damaging property In many parts ot 
the city and even threatening 
houses. 

~lt la »o dry In our city that l am 
joining the chief in an appeal to ail 
ciusens to refrain from lighting any 
sort of fire outside—until we get 
some rain. 

*Th* situation as dascribed to me 
seems to be so critical that there is 
danger of starting fire* even from 
a closed con Ulnar, as sparks fly 
out to a*4 off nearby grease* even 
when the utmost caution l* used by 
the parson doing lha burtnlng 

r7 


APRIL 7, 1957 

Fire Damages 
Quarters Over 
Marro’s Store 


I 

Fire extensively damaged four 
sleeping room* and their furnish¬ 
ings over Marro’s Store at 266 West 
St. yesirrdav afternoon. 

! Assistant Kira Chief Ralph Bcsn 
said the blaze apparently started 
frem a defective oil burner. Ftrt- 
linen were called at 5.36 p.m. 

1 Bean raid radiated heal had flaked 
loff wallpaoer and paint on walls 
| snd ceilings and Are snd smoke fur¬ 
ther damage to the contents ot the 
►four rooms The blare was extin¬ 
guished with the aid of a booster 
line. 

The store Is owned by Mr. snd 
Mrs. John Marro who occupy the 
living quarters. 

Another weekend Are damaged a*, 
partition and dresser in a bedroom 1 
of Frank Gould's home on the Post 
Rd. m Rutland Town. Firefighters 
went to the scene with a booster 
hose shortly after 9 am. yesterday. 

Cause of the fire was undetermin¬ 
ed. It was »« a partition behind a 
dresser, which was partly charred, 
said firemen. When they arrived* 
Gould was pouring water on it, and 
the fire didn't spread very far. 

Saturday, an electric motor in a 
washing machine burned out at the 
home of John D. Pisaneill at 55 
Pleasant St. bringing firemen to 
the acme about 2T5-^ m. They re¬ 
ported a good drifl of smoke in the 
bouse, but no fire damage outside 
the motor Itself 

A false alarm was turned in at 
7:12 p ro. from a box at the corner 
of Meadow and School Sts. 


City Firemen 
Toil All Day 
On 14 Alarms 

Tinder*Dry Woods, Fields 
Keep Men Hopping Un¬ 
til Early Today. 

‘Grave Emergency’ 


The tinder-dry woods and fields 
around Rutland gave city firemen 
yesterday the most difficult dsy 
they have experienced In many 
years as 14 alarms for grs&s and 
brush Are* were sounded during the 
afternoon and night. 

At 10:43 p.m. a general alarm was 
sounded to call out every available 
man to flght a raging forest Are} 
near the city dump off Woodstock 
Ave. It was still out of control 
early this morning, but firemen 
believed they had halted its spread.i 
Fire Chief Alfred H. Koitonski 
(with the concurrence) of Mayor 
francis F. Waterman, lasued an 
appeal to all homeowners to re¬ 
train from starting any out-of-door 
Area, even in closed containers. 

The fire at the city dump was the 
moat dangerous of the day. and was 
made more difficult to fight by the 
fact that numerous other fires 
throughout the city required the 
service of firemen at the same time, 
leaving too few to do an adequate 
job at the major blaze. 

Including the dump fire, eight 
separate blaxes were reported yes¬ 
terday. The 14 alarms Included 
four for the dump conflagration, 
two for another dump fire near St 
Josephs Novitiate oo Creek Rd., 
and two for a lira in the me*doers 
off Easterly Ave. 

No appreciable rain has fallen In* 
the Rutland area since April «.. 
and the unusually warm and sunny 
spring has resulted In exceedingly} 
dangerous fire conditions in the 
fields surrounding the city. 

The unceasing series of alarms had 
left the regular firemen near ex¬ 
haustion last evening and all call 
Artmen were summoned to their 
assistance as the dump Are. driven 
by a strong squlherly wind, flkred 
up again about 7:30 p.m. The Are 
whistle, aignaiiing 42. which is the 
main Are house, caused a traffic jam 
at Merchant! Row and Washington 
St. as hundreds of curious Joined the 
call firemen in a rush to the sta¬ 
tion. 

The Are at the dump broke out 
first early in the afternoon apd 
spread through about 13. ^creg Af 
pine and a tangle of dowp^ timber 
remaining from the 1930 hurXcane^ 

Firefighters crashed through a 
swamp and dense brush to bring It 
under control, hut It toon got out 
of hand again. Early this morning 
a swarm of flryfighters tumbled with 
(pack pumps and axes through the 
same tangle. in a fourth effort to 
gheek the flames. 

' ’ We’ve already used two complete 
booster tanks on this thing,“ aald 
one exhausted fireman ae he 
stumbled out of the brush. 

A telephone call from Thayer's 
Woodworking shop on Gleaeon Rd. 
first notified the Are-fighters at *X28 
p. m. The crew found more than 
they could handle when flames 
roared eome 100 feet high as dry 
brush Ignited pine trees. 

-If we'd had about a dozen men 
we could have licked It almost right 
• way.*’ one fireman said oo ooe of 
the return tripe to the Station. 

But man p ower wo* Jest wet avail- 


wfa 


Grass Fires 
Season Here 


Firemen Aniwer Total of 26 
Alarms Over Weekend; Two 
Minor Home Blazes. 


The grass fire -season- hit a peak I 
during the weekend here, and keptl 
Rutland firefighters on the jump m 
all directions. 

Also on the record for Saturday 
was a fire at the home of J a me* M. 
Davine on Clinton Ave.. where a 
partition next to a fireplace caught 
Ore about 11 pm . and a blaze in a 
clothe* cloaet at 33 N. Mam St, 
apartment, home of Donald E De- 
Poy. 

But the grass fires Just wouldn’t 
simmer down. Between 9 am. Sat¬ 
urday and 3:20 pm. yesterday the 
pack pumps and hoses were brought 
into action 26 times. Fireman 
George Ferguson took a tumble and 
broka a Anger In hit right hand 
when his pack pump landed oo top 
of It 

Yesterday's grass fire* were at 
363 Stratton Rd. North St Ext-, 
Town Line Rd at Killington Ave.. 
33 Allen St, Belmont Ave, 112 
Crescent SL, S. Mam St and Mar 
hia Ave, 79 Bellevue Ave.. 7 Kings¬ 
ley Ave, 168 South St, 84 Granger 
St, 407 Went SL and 131 Killington 
Ave, Curtis Ave, northern Meadow 
St, 43 Park SL and Spruce SL 

Saturday s biases were at Nichols 
SL and Burnham Ave, 73 Stratton 
Rd, 36 East SL. 144 Forest St, Strat- 
ion Rd. at Jackaon Ave , 146 Gran¬ 
ger St. Curtis Ave, 163 Forest St 
snd 100 Meadow St 


Call Out Extra 1 
Equipment For' 
Post Street Fire 


A hot. smouldering fire In an up¬ 
stairs apartment of « house at 127 
Post St yesterday brought extra 
[fire equipment charging In the *rene 
ax a second-*!.*rrm -vrhirtle alerted 
the community. 

Although tha blaze Jt*#lf was 
domed with two booster tine*. Rut¬ 
land firemen who first tried to g*t 
Into the trp»tair* apartment of Clif- 
Iford Johnson's house wrre driven 
| back by an JntenM Mas! of heat. 

( Fearing the fire might get nut of 
’hand, the first-comers radioed fori 
more help, and set up the Are-1 

.**h**U*-A*#~»* *b*.*Uv p<CU- 

I By climbing an Inside stairw ell and 
j breaking through with a Udder out-, 
iside ax well, the firemen managed 
; to shower the three rooms which 
I were on fire. The fire w as out by' 
4 13 pm 

| An amount of furnishings e*ti- 1 
mi!H a*. hundred dollars# 

woeth** by official* wn *bn«*l t'.naJ.f 
lv wrecked by fire. Fire officials f 
ta*4 they understood there watnoj 
insurance on the destroyed be long- 
*m*s 

The upstairs spartmer.l if occu- 
*>ed by Johnson s ren. James, w bo 
, fervid firemen ne vat sway rhs: of 
the Aar. Hu tumrli repncVd<y firs: 
«ne;u<f «rr<**r as the/ were f.'tlifig | 
dtnr-i to w jp per _ 
i The rsuv of tbe fl-e was net im-1 
I mediatr'j dewrmtned. Aecr-rdrrg fee } 
lfVT-vi. f-v off»n*ls WadeAzrr Cxief 
Aifirrg M. KrUtoeaai wjH irvvvb-1 
CSS* t*d»* to 4tsr;m*w • bettwr , 

j fire rw try ocwxe^e mrr^g l 

Jar a wit a*wr» Swacer. 

f ka«*r «ss trert m w kt cre. 


Two Blazes 
Halted Early 


'Boy Spots West St. Fire* Po¬ 
liceman Notes West Rutland 
i One in Good Time. 


The Rutland Fire Department 
gave credit last night to a seven- 
year-old boy and a police sergeant 
who -separately spotted fires in 
•time so that they could be ex- 
|uaga.*hed before serious damage 
• u dur,e 

David Ar\i*r, sum of Mr and Mrs. 
Rlchatd F. An«*e of 1,1.1 Maple Rt. 
saw rubbish burning in an alley 
alongside the Tarbrll Wallers Co. 
Inc. at llh West Nl Firemen said 
th© bln/r had mien through lb* 
clapboards mid was working III 
w*y up between partition*. 

The thrcc-story framo auto equip¬ 
ment shop was filled with com¬ 
bustible tnalerlul*. said firemen. 
It is sandwiched between the Cali¬ 
fornia Fruit Market and an un¬ 
occupied 'cement block building 
Firemen said the rubbish pile had 
been deliberate act afire shortly be¬ 
fore 7 p in. 

Sparki from a smoldering bon¬ 
fire were said'to be the cause ot a 
blaze wnich caused an undeter¬ 
mined amount of damage at a ce¬ 
ment and gravel plant in Center 
Rutland owned by Joseph P. Carra¬ 
ra of Cold River Rd. 

Sgt. Charles F. Callahan, on rou¬ 
tine patrol noticed the fire from 
Ripley Rd. He notified police by 
radio who In turn called firemen 
at 8.40 p.m. Two booster lines 
were used to put out the blaze. 

The fire began In a boiler room, 
smoldered through partitions and 
moved into a "batching- section be¬ 
fore it w as halted. 


Put Out 14 
Grass Fires 


(N 


City Firemen Kept on Jump 
During Weekend; Little 
Damage Reported. 

Firemen were called to extinguish 
14 grass fires In the city over the 
weekend, m addition to three other 
rruru.r blazes, only ooe of which 
caused appreciable damage The 
U» ▼ %»#«lh#c «*f recent 

C‘erW» oiittf llmted li» the fieqoerwy 
nf the gi»M fiiil brush flic* (hi* 
w hith g«»l nut of enull <»t nil th* 
Creek ltd in Rutland Town burned 
Over pnmr 125 acre* 

A lubhish file el Ibmahur Selvage 
Supply Cm 32 Alim SI spread 
to nearby gras* and snap lumber 
befui# It wm dowsed by thr city (it# 
department yesterday morning, 
Firemen reported no damage. 

The inside of a cimvaxtlhlr owned 
by Dmi* MaigUdtl of 79 Flam SL 
was completely ruined by fire Satur¬ 
day. Firemen said they believed th* 
fire was set. The car. which was 
unregistered, was parked on Ptaln 
St Investigation la underway, fire¬ 
men said. 

Firemen were called Saturday to 
douse a fire started by youngsters in 
old chairs stored under (he porch at 
Jnacph Lem mo home ort 34 Cherry 
SL The chairs were wrecked but 
no further damage was reported. 

Sunday grass fires and their times 
include: 32 Water SL. 10:33 am.; 
97 River St.. 11:10 a.m.:’44 Wood- 
stock Ave. 11:37 am.; Post Road. 
11:45 sen.; Rotary Field. 12:07 p.m.J 
133 Killington Ave., 7:33 p.m. 

A grass fire at 186 Baxter SL yes¬ 
terday scorched the left front tire 
of an automobile parked near th* 
field No further damage was re¬ 
ported by firemen. 

Saturday grass fires and their 
times were: the field in back of th* 
City Dump, 11:21 un-; 92 Granger 
SL, 1:07 p.m.: 126 Library Ave, 1.28 
pjn.; Dorr Drive. 3:34 pjn*. Curtla 
Ave.’ and Stratton Rd. 7:23 pjn.; 
Butterfly Ave. and Killington Ave% 
7:30 p.m.; 136 River SL. 8.23 pjn. 
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Fire in Cellar 
Smudges House 
On Cottage St. 


Smnkr billowed out of a n liar 


OCTOBER 3, 1557. 


Fire Wrecks 
TwoRooms 


Fire Destroys Stickney 
Bam on N. Main St. 


An old bam, now used for stor- 
air. at 1(16 N. Main Ml. last night 
went up in flame* that were visible 
to BrtlMQ from Washington St. as 
they rushed to Ihc scene. 

• Cause of the blare, which left 
only charred parts of the walls and 
roof standing, was undetermined 
The barn belonged to William L. 
Stickney. 

Firemen who answered the call 
at f:40 pm. with three trucks and 
returned at 8:16 pm. were called 
out again around 9 p.m. when 
sparks reappeared in the ruins. 


\ f uriurr fire mushroomed throufh large 
huuer at 91 Center St. earlr Saturday, causing 
several thousand dollars' damage Hw occupant* 
flrd tn night tlothinf Mlaa Mara t)ulgl*> oun% 


' ..ml |h mred through a two-opart- 
| unfit luuiM* at 28 Cnttoge St. yrs- 
terday iimnuiiK. sending regular and 
off-duty tiremen to the acetw on the 


Unexplained Blaze Damages 
Hayden Honfe While Work¬ 
men Install Gas Lines. 


run 


Herald photo—Menial. 

Kneeling fireman obaervea charred walla and amoke and fire damage done by fire yesterday 
to one of the rooms In the Douglas Hayden home at I Butterfly Ave. Two rooms In the cettage* 
type house were gutted. Fire eauae has not been determined. 


N«* one wn* hurt in the tire which 
Storied in a storage loom u» tin* 
rclliii An ml rail nnd other ob¬ 
jects uau- off 50 much smuke great 
clouds |h nired from the cellar win¬ 
dow when firemen eraekrd it 

rearing the lire might sweep in¬ 
to |w»r; ition* and abo threaten mi* 
other hou>c clo*r by. firefighter* 
Solindeil the City Hall lire whittle 
to call further aid 
Hut firemen equipped with masks 
swarmed into the dark ^moke-fill*, 
e cellar and put the Are out be*, 
fore it got much beyond the store¬ 
room 

Mr and Mrs. Francis Poirier and 
family live downstair? Mr. ondi 
Mrs. Harold J. F.ddy live upstairs ! 
Chru K. KoutsonikoUi of 24 Cot-1 
toge St. owns the house 
Poirier entered the house from i 
a Job In the yard about 9:VS am. 
yesterday, and his wife nskrd him 
who couid be making all the racket 
In the basement. 

*T heard something down there," 
she said. 

Poirier went to the cellar but 
catapulted quickly back out w 
smoke billowed behind him. Mrs 
Poirier called the fire station. The 
connection went dead in the middle 
of her message. Cause of the fire 
was undetermined. 

JANUARY 20, 1950 


Fumes Fell 
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7 -Firemen 


Chief Among Thcac Affected 
Fighting Electrical Blaze at 
Montgomery Ward. 


Fire of undetermined origin bad¬ 
ly damaged the Douglas Hayden 
home at 8 Butterfly Ave yesterday. 

Two rooms in the one-story struc¬ 
ture were wrecked by the blaze, 
and two bedrooms and the living 
room received extensive damage 
from smoke and water. 

At the time of the Are no one 
wns In the house. Hayden was out 
of the city and his wife was at her 
work as a telephone operator. Their 
son Michael. 19. was in the back 
yard with his next door neighbor 
Roderick Roberge, son nf Mr. and 
Mrs Maurice D. Roberge. 

At the garage in the rear work¬ 
men for Brehmer's Bottled Gas U 
Appliances, a local Arm. were in¬ 
stalling pipes from gus tanks near¬ 
by. 

Firemen said the Biehincr men 
were running tests on the gas-oper¬ 
ated furnace and hot water heater 
for a permanent Installation 

About 4 42 pm, Mrs Roberge, 
preparing *up|>cr. glanced out the 
window. Dense smoke was pouring 
from the chimney of the Hayden 
house and flames shooting fiom the 
back door. 

Mrs. Roberge Called firemen 
While three engines were rushing 
to the scene, the workmen played 
a garden hose on the blaze. 

Firemen said ihc fire apparently 
started near the heater in a room 
off the kitchen. Flames charred the 
walls and peeled plastic from a 
breakfast set. and intense heat 
scorched the other rooms 

Twd booster lines were laid from 
the engine to quell the blaze Fire¬ 
men reported two small propane 
gas tanks had been set up in the 
kitchen for testing purposes, one 
connected to the furnace, the other 
to the heater. They did not explode 

Mrs. Hayden said she believed 
the home was covered by insur¬ 
ance. There was no official estimate 
of damage. 

The home was built in 1951. neigh 
bors said. The Haydens have lived 
there about three years. 


Your Move 

Firemen had little lime for play¬ 
ing checkers yesterday. 

After fighting ihe blaze which 
damaged the Douglas Hayden home 
at a Butterfly Ave. they returned 
to the station at 5:42 p.m . only to 
be called to 106 Wales St. less than 
an hour later to extinguish a chim¬ 
ney fire in an apartment house oc¬ 
cupied by Malcolm E. Vincent and 
Robert J. Mom. 

At 6:50 a.vn.. crews were called 
to Town Line Rd. to put out burn¬ 
ing rags left in the trunk of a 
sedan owned by Edward Drop and 
parked in front of his home. The 
fire appeared to have been delib¬ 
erately set. they reported, but dam¬ 
age was negligible. 

—Ftremen also went to 36 Meadow 
St. at 1 pm. to investigate a flooded 
oil burner. Thla blaze extinguished 
itself. 


Six firemen and their chief were 
partially overcome bv fumes while 
fighting an electrical fire In the 
Montgomery Ward Ac Co. itore on 
Merchants Row Saturday at 9:56 
l.m. 

There was little damage, aatd 
George K. Schwalm. manager, yes¬ 
terday. Closed for the remainder 
of the day after the fire, the store 
will open for business as usual to- 
dav. 

Treatment for carbon tetrachlor¬ 
ide inhalation was given to seven 
men by Dr William J. Powers. 
Thev were Chief Alfred H. Kol- 
tunskl. Copt. James Rice and Fire, 
men Arthur Olson. James and Rich¬ 
ard Barron. William O'Rourke and 
Harland McKlrryher. 

Capt. Rice, Olson and tl)e Bar¬ 
ron brothers were relieved from 
work for the day and substitute 

firemen were called In. _ 1 

- The blaze wes confined to an area 
about the main electric entrance 
In a stock* room In back of the base¬ 
ment salesroom. Firemen said the 
ahort clrcut occurred in a metal 
conduit aa big as a man's arm. 
which leads to the switchbox^ The 

the store. The short circuit also af¬ 
fected other stores in the block 
until Central Vermont Public Ser¬ 
vice Corp. crews cut the connec¬ 
tion at the transformer outside. 

Employes In the stockroom used* 
a tetrachloride extinguisher. The 
fire seemed to die out for a min¬ 
ute but then flared up again. Whan 
firemen arrived they worked with 
air packs to put out the blaze. The 
store was dosed until electrical 
repairs could be made and the 
chemical fumes cleared away. 

"The very resourceful work of 
the firemen, in addition to the quick 
action of the stockroom help, kept 
things from getting worse,'* aaid 
Schwalm. 

No stock was lost nor was there 
water or smoke damage, according 
to the manager. 

~ - -—uS 


Hr raid pholo—Me rual. 

the ronmlni house, uriui atrerl from hrr curd 
homr A general alarm called out off duly and 
\ olunteer firellzhle r%. a« rrrw» battled den*e 
*m**ke In intenee cold 
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Fire in Shack 
Ac Fairgrounds 
Causes Scare 

An old ft ton or A* titu hlmf t\' 
pludi-d int-* interday at 3 13 

H«n ibr KuiUi.d Fiirnroundt but, 
the blare wai ntmfuiihH by ein 
bHufr n jpmd lu nearby 

wuraden *mm-i petn 

Caui* t .j \hr in * ‘am unknown | 

It w 4i netted t v Mnton Huntley 
4 l\ CulUg* h! , a \i*LU»r to the; 
I foun d ■ I lefvw * m f>k r b il low rd 
! front the ■truri-ire ** firemen chop- 
r**l ma? paruuuns to extinguish 
burr.iTpjf hay imidr 

The imatl ihMk wm karated *n 
arm i length fr«m t*o tdjommt 
iivpa-p i#n* and iftiitlifr ammai i| 
building. all unucmpicd. To ihr | 
writ in « milk huu*r 

Arthur U Harter fair miniffr, 
iaj.iI lfir building had been turd for 
firework* llofagr when the pjfro- 
irrnmrf were a Fur feature somr 
irar* ago Th.i year hay had been 
itured there 
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Bov Rescued 

J 

Via Ladder 


Smolc Blocks Mairwav When 
Atlidinin# IWiiroom Bums 
at Clicrrv Sc. Horn*. 

Firemen rescued a M-ywr-old 
boy from • smoke * filled second 
story bedroom at 7:15 a m. Ftulay 
when they were called to the resi¬ 
dence of Mrs. Beulah Newton of 3ft 
Cherry St by neighbors who no¬ 
ticed smoke. No one was injured. 

- Larry Ma*m. grandson of- Mrs. 
Newton, was helped down a ladder 
from his window after fire In an¬ 
other second floor bedroom filled 
the'boy's room will* smoke. Fire¬ 
men said the blaze had apparently 
been started by someone smoking 
in bed and had«peen going lor some 
Ume prior to the alarm. 

Damage was confined to the bed¬ 
room, scorching the walls and floor 
and destroying the bed and bed 
clothing, firemen said, 
i By the time fire equipment ar¬ 
rived, everyone was downstairs ex¬ 
cept young Mason. Firemen stated 
the stairs were m the burnlnr bed¬ 
room and the boy was unable to 
reach them. lie waa leaning out 
of a window when firemen arrived. 

After quenching the flintes. fire¬ 
fighters used smoke ejectors to 
clear the upstairs rooms. 

DECEMBER 3, 1956. 
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NOVEMBER G, 1957. 


WomanEscapes 
As Heater Fire 
Blackens Home 


Mrs. David Evans. 73. of 13ft 
North St. Ztl eacapad injury yet- 
irrdav when a hot water hosier 
exploded In her home Just after 
•he stepped out to clean the snow 
off the back walk. 

Mrs. Evans gave the alarm from 
the house of a neighbor at 11:22 a.m. 
and firemen confined the blaze to 
the kitchen and utility room at the 
back of the house. The rest of the 
structure sustained heavy smokf 
damage. 

The othet* two occupants, Mra. 
Evans* daughter. Mra. Howard P. 
Clavpoolt and granddaughter. Pa¬ 
tricia Louise Claypoqle. were at- 
lending church at tha Ume. A pet 
kitten. Gypsy, belonging to Patricia 
was found dead from asphyxiation. 

Walls of the kitchen and utility 
room were scorched while tha other 
five rooms were blackened with 
•moke. The blast shattered win¬ 
dows In all parts of the house. 

Asst. Chief Ralph »cah said that 
tha fire was apparently caused by 
an accumulaUon of oil fumes. 


f ^ 


Bewildered Mary Margaret Baker, 4 . daugh¬ 
ter o| Mr. and Mrs. Charles Baker, finds sanc¬ 
tuary in the arms of her grandfather. Pasquale 
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DcBlaslo, after she was carried by him from 
her burning home nt 276 West St. Wednesday 
night. At left Is Michael Palloutto. 


Fire Damages 
Fiicris’ Ho me 
On S. Main St 


rin ctiiNd heavy dim.,. Tuaa- 
•Jay av.nln. In ■ thraa-famlly 
d wall In, at 44 S . Main 8 t. Kara 
owned by Mr. and Mn. Raphaal W. 
rucci. «‘ 

No official damage estimate wai 
available Ut* laat nl,hl bu. ruJ 
Chief Alfred H. Koltonaki described 
the destruction by fire and water as 
"heavy.** 

Also unknown was the exact 
cause of the blaje. Authorities said 
they believed the Are started In a 
••cood floor bedroom and worked 
up into attic partitions. 

Pucci reported the building had 
been recently renovated and Inter¬ 
ior decorating had been Just con> 
pleted Iasi Saturday l 

The three atory structure, with a 
brick Ania/i. la located on the north- 
east corner of Spellman Tarr. One 
Jggi {t •^Pled by the Pucci! 

• Living in the other span menu 
ye the Benjamin R. Rogers family.* 
downstair*, and the James I. Con¬ 
nelly family upatalra. 

None of the fuccla were at home 
tt the lime of the blare. 

Neither the Rogerses nor the Con- 
ntflyi were aware the home was 
on fire untU neighbors rushed into 
the apartments. 

47 8 St¬ 
and two other high school students. 
Helen Dunn and Jim Nolan, noticed 
the amoke. 

Barrett called firemen at ft:23 
* J*? n , h * »«d James M. 
Sandy Coleman, an adult, ran to 
warn tha occupants. 

U P Wuhln,- 
ton St., dense amoke practically ob- 
•cured vision at the top of the hUL 
FTremen radioed for more help and 
a geoeral alarm waa sounded at 
•:w pm. 

Pt^e Chief Koltonaki rushed to 
tne acene from a Civil Defense 
meeting. More Udders were raised 
•o th* rooftop and th« chltf and hi) 
m»n iwarmed about Ita aUU top. 


Baby Girl Rescued From Fire 
By Nine-Year-Old Brother 
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Herald photo— Menial. 

Bernard Skipper Mulrahey. f. hues Ms baby sister. Madelyn, 
11 month*. after ha trahbed her from her ertb and carried her to 
safely from the smoke-filled home of Ihtlr parenU. Mr. and Mn. 
Bernard I Mulrahey of 41 Washington Ml„ laat night. Firemen wera 
called uhen an auxiliary oil heating unit caught fire. 
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Grandpa Aids 
Child Out Of 
BurningHome 


A 77-yenr-okl grandfather car¬ 
ried his four yeor-old granddaugh- 
ler out of a burning house at 276 
West St. Wednesday at about 
7:50 p m. 

Pasquulo DcBlasio, 77. and his 
Iwo granddaughters, Jo Ann 
Baker. 7, and Mary Margaret 
Baker. 4. were watching TV in 
the living room oft Ihe kitchen 
of the downstairs apartment when 
the Are broke out. The children's 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Baker were away. 

Patrolman Daniel Stanpwski 
was passing the house, saw the 
smoke, reported to the fire de 
partment and informed DcBlasio 
who up until this point hadn't 
realized anything was wrong 
DeBiasio picked up Mary Mar¬ 
garet and fled the house with Jo 
Ann. aided by Stanowski. 

The Rutland Firfe Department 
found the west side of the house 
in-flame*,—The -fire-apparently 
In an adjoining shad ami 
to the kitchen. There 
was ekt^najve damage to both 
the shed mxl^kitchen and smoke 
and water damage throughout the 
house. No estimate^ the "dam¬ 
age has been made 

The Stanley Kayiuba family of 
six. who occupy the upstairs 
•partment. were absent at the 
time. 
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moke an<fFlames Drive Chit 
Mulcahcy Family Fropi 
Home on Washington St. 

NInc-year-old Bernard 'Skipper* 
Mulrahey raced to safety with his 
•mall sister In his arms lost night 
when Ihe furnace caught fire (n 
their home at 41 Washington 8 t. 
and filled the house with smoke. 

Son of Chief Warrant Officer and 
Mrs. Bernard I.* Mulcahey. the boy 
picked up 11-month-old Madelyn 
and carried her outside while their 
mother, unable to reach the tele¬ 
phone. rushed down the street to 
the fire station and gave an alarm. 
Three other children got out safely. 

According to firemen, who an¬ 
swered the cull at 8:07 pm. smoke 
and damn shot up through the reg- 
Ulei* into the den when Mulcahey 
turned on a new auxiliary heating 
unit In the cellar The hot air ducts 
became auffictenily overheated to 
ignite the adjacent cold air duett. 

While Mulcahey and a man who 
had been working with him poured 
water down l{ir registers to quench 
the rtsmrv. firemen arrived with 
Engine* 1 and 3 and finished the 
Job with two booster llnea. 

Firemen said damage was confin¬ 
ed to an upholstered living room 
set. scorched walls and the furnace. 
Heavy smoke penetrated the up¬ 
stair* apartment of Mr. and Mrs. 
Larry Coutermarsh and the rear 
apartment of P. O. • C. and Mm. 
Bernard Long The Mulcaheya live 
1 in the front lower apartment. : 

Mulchry. an administrative tech¬ 
nician for the Vermont National 
Guard, owns the building and aald 
the damage was covered by iniur- 
' ance. 

Kn route lo the fire Engine 3. a 
1936 Buffalo, operated by Mlchlel 
Brown of 80 S. Main St., was Jn 
collision with a 1934 Ford station 
wagon owned by Paul Henry 
Hughes of 180 Stratton Rd. 

City police ftaid the Hughes 
vehicle was parked In front of 43 
Washington St., facing west ad¬ 
jacent to 4he ^Mulcahey driveway, ( 
The fire engine making a left t^rn 
Its left read fender. Damage 
mU v u r -ai w i aa -a n a w as hu e U-- 


Fire in Shack, 

At Fairgrounds October a, go. 
CauscsjScarc Smoke FeIls 

An old Ateuork* building ex-' | Tfl 

, Plodcd into domes yesterday at 3:13 1 V lalvbi . AJ 4 

,ini». at ihe Rutland Fairgrounds but * s' 

the biarc was extinguished by citv /vl PDfinn rl I Q *F 
.firemen before it spread to nearby ^ A vllVJVyII L/ I ilLL 
| wooden animal pens. 

Cause ut the lire was unknown. 

It uas spot led by Merton Huntley 


' » - — -/ • 'wii iiumivi | 

of 13 Cottage St., a visitor to the! 
grounds Dense smoke billowed' 
from the structure as firemen chop* | 
ped away partitions to extinguish i 
burning hay inside. 

The Mnall shack was located an 
.arms length from two adjoining 
sheep pens and another animal 
building, all unoccupied. To the 
west was a milk house 
Arthur B. Porter, fair manager. 

! said the building had been used for 
riiework) storage when the pyro¬ 
technics were a Fair feature some 
years ago. This year hay had been 
stored there. 


An elderly caretaker was partial 
ly overcome by amoke yesterday 
as fire caused extensive damage to 
a Mendon summer home owned by 
Earl S. Wright of Rutland, president 
of the Marble Savings Bank. 
-Neighbors found Eugene K. Dun¬ 
lap. 72. coughing and gagging in one 
of the imoked-Alied rooms where 
he was trying to save the furnish¬ 
ings. 

The house Is located on a aide 
road on ao-called "Cream HUL' 
Cause of the fire has not been de¬ 
termined. City firemen wert^called 
at 2:07 pm. and spent two hours 
quelling it. with the aid of the 
Mendon Volunteer Fire Depart¬ 
ment. 

Dunlap, firemen said, was asleep 
when the fire started and- was 
awakened by the crackling of flames 
In the woodshed. 

Opening the shed door be was 
forced back by amoke. Neighbors 
broke a picture window and carried 































































Streams of water, colling hose lines and 
smoke amid the snow add to battle scene as 
restaurant at 3$ Strongs Ave. goes up in names 
of undetermined origin, Rutland fire fighters 


Herald photo — Wild 
brought them under control after four hoars 
early Sunday morning. A general alarm called 
volunteer firemen to the scene at 1:45 a.m* No 
one was injured, but the building was gutted. 


Strongs Ave. 
Bar Burns 


Johnny’s Restaurant Goes 
Up in Flames Early Sun¬ 
day Morning. 


Nobody was injured. The depart- - 

ment laid four lines of hose and 
'approached the fire from east and 
west, and from the roof of the; 
two-story wooden building. 

Water and smoke got into the 
LeFrancois A Chamberland auto, 
supply store in a brick structure 
directly to the south, but that of¬ 
fice otherwise escaped damage. 

Shortly after 5 a.m: the fire 
fighters officially declared the. 
blaze was out. Only the shell of 
the restaurant was standing. 


yARCH 


3, 1559. 


Plenty of fire and water , if no 
firewater , was on tap early Sun¬ 
day as flames gutted a tavern on 
Strongs Ave. 

Johnny’s Restaurant at 35 
Strongs Ave., operated by John 
Colomb In an ancient structure 
on the western side of the street 
which has housed a tap room of 
one sort or another for many 
years, was completely*wrecked by 
the blaze. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski, 
whose men battled billowing 
sheets of flames and dense smoke 
for nearly four hours, said he had 
asked the office of State Fire 
Marshal Chester M. Kirby to in¬ 
vestigate, since the cause has not 
yet been determined. 

In the midst of a storm of 
sleet, snow and freezing rain a 
pedestrian on Merchants Row 
near the Vermont Traasit Bus 
terminal looked up the street and 
saw a glow from the rear of the 
tavern building about 1:40 a.m. 
He called to Harold Murray, 
driver for Elkey’s Taxi Co., whose 
car was parked near the terminal. 

Murray drove up the street, 
saw quickly that the blaze was 
serious, and used his taxi radio to 
notify his own headquarters. The 
taxi company immediately called 
the fire station and as soon as the 
fire fighting equipment burst onto 
f Strongs Ave. from the station the 
| firemen saw Die situation was bad 
, enough to sound a general alarm. [ 

Within minutes fire was spout- 
' ing from both front and rear. 

1 Flames erupted from shattered 
plate glass windows clear to the ( 
middle of the street. 

In addition to charring the 
entire inside of the restaurant the 
blaze ate its way into partitions 
and worked into the empty second 
story. 

•*I went up those stairs with 
the hose,” said a fire fighter, "and 
the water came back hot and the 
smoke came back hotter. I came 
down the stairs on my back." 


Home Burns 
In Mention 


I | ; »rc Alum (\iuso I r;i(fn 
J.tim on Rtc. 4 ,itui NV.u j 
i!;tv Fur Suit!• »u. 


1 A lire mvcH Itirmlgt) partition* 
ill the M» .Johnson JiMnc If) , 
Mm.Ion I'm lay night ami i.mm’J 
rytrmaw d.miagr. 

IlUthunt lir e turn n* {nunhM to 
I hr tall at H HI tit mix I mg 
rtigini’N ami a Miuri* car to llir 
mtii v 'Mu* lilt wluMlc HUrtcd 

(lie signal 4 J 

Hutlaml ri’Mik'iilN looked up the 
meaning «>l the Mgfwl amt 
I Hr hwahoil was Uastiiiii'lofi SI 
! ami Miu chants lb»w. Many lushed 
Liu thr tin* NlatiiHI Hi mi' whine, 
jllbr life W«s willli‘ police ami Tlu* 
IH'iahl rcrcivcd a deluge id tele 
f phone i nils. 

Tin* itmfiiMon resulted fiinn tin* 
!,ui the Mgttal i> winded Hi call 
I oil duty hn tiu.ii to tin* mam >t 
[ mm wliirli is iii that corner, in 
I cases a if srrtcHIH fifO. A Ul'vk 
man said tin* department wai 
Hafraul It might need additional f 
I help it live flame* ignited neigh* j 
.boring re-aiience* by Johnson's. ‘1 

Tin* Johnson tvut slot ted MrUNicn | 
' structure in located on lit** 4 jtet J 

■ west id the jnnrtion of the Hast (I 
i I’tttsfnnl ltd. The L.shajk-d build-, 
ling b situated between the 

lof Paul Horton and Daniel Bout- . 
Uetl 

• hiftmrn kept the flames can* 
tin* • I ttilhm I fie IkiUai*. Had it 

■ broken out .sou irly. a strung' 
southeast uouj would have JuraU- 4 
t*<J llir flames in the direction ol 
Ute 4 There are no homes 1 

J across the road In that area 

The fire crept into partition*,!. 
I making it difficult to fight., 
Booster lines, laid from Mcndonl 
Brook, were employed in the 
fight Firemen gasped in dense 
smoke and chipped away at walls j 
7 and the slate roof with axes. 


|Mendor.Fire 

Rekindled 


Johnson Home Partly Burn¬ 
ed Friday Night, Is De¬ 
stroyed Early Saturday. 

1 Nothing but put of one charred 
wall &nd a fev blackened beam* 
I remained star ding of the Steve 
Johnson home on Rtc 4 in Men¬ 
tion this wettend. after flames 
'broke out ac lin early Saturday 
( morning nnd Jcmolished the home 
which had Krn gutted a few 
; hours before 
( Firefighter 
’the scene I 


had U'cn called to 
a general alarm in 
! Rutland Fr day night, and got the 
| blaze undi * control after it had 
eaten thro gb partitions and went 
through c • o section of roof. 

1 Appnrc illy, fire officials tald. 
j the UInx rekindled aland 1:20 
a.m. Sat rday. There was a stiff 
cold lire* tie from the east 
This t lie the fire left nothing 
untoochc I. A Ham in back of the 
house cr Jght fire a* well, nnd the 
Paul Ho ton hou.se just to the west 
wot ah* scorched Firemen wer© 
tucci'ssfjl m saving both struc- 
. lures. 

j The Jrxt fire started In tho 
cellar, 'Ire officials said, and 
worked its way upward. The 
"sparks remaining from it, fanned 
by the breeze, set fire to the still- 
hot tunlK-t'S. The Rutland depart¬ 
ment didn’t leave the scene from 
Die second call until 0 a m. 

Johnson, whose little dog was 
suffocated In the fire, is staying 
nt the home of his son on Wood- 
stock Ave. 


Fire Burns 


Eating Place 

Rutland Restaurant Scene of 
Cellar Blaze Early Today; 
Damage Heavy, 


to the roof to make sure the j 
flames were not working their I 
way up through partitions^ * 
Hose lines were laid to the front 
of the building from hydrants on 
Merchants Row and two more 
from hydrants on West St. were 
played on the rear. 

Flames w>ere furious in the 
cellar, which is occupied princi¬ 
pally by three large walkin cool¬ 
ers, and in the kitchen above in 
behind the sandwich bar. 

In the dining room and in the 

A smoky fire that filled thei?^ ^° V *, tbc ,u d ?“ J ag * a PP e ? r [ 
whole downtown district with „ on y that . C,0 !J® by-the' 

acrid fumes destroyed the Rut- M 8re f asy , smoke - Ne 'y s 

land Restaurant at 55-57 Mer- ‘.._?P,_P ex * 7 °° r ... was . recently 
chants Row shortly before mid¬ 
night Sunday. 

The blaze apparently broke out 
in the basement and smouldered 
I for some time before it was dis¬ 
covered by Patrolman Lawrence 
Crowley who telephoned an alarm, 
to police headquarters about 11:30 
p. m. Sunday. 

Fire damage appeared to have 
been confined to th^ basement 
and the kitchen in the rear of the 
first floor but smoke damage was 
very severe, and firemen were 
obliged to smash their way through 
plate glass windows and the store 
front to ventilate the building. 

Smoke seeped through the whole 
of the three-story brick building 
which is owned by the Charles F. 

Landon Trust. The upper stories 
are occupied by offices of the 
Economy Department Store. The 
fire was reported under control 
by Asst. Chief Ralph Bean at 
12:40 a.m. 

Patrolman Crowley sighted 
smoke coming from the rear of 
the building as he walked his beat 
on Slate St., a block distant, and 
hurried down to investigate. He 
forced the front door open but 
smoke was too thick to permit 
entry. 

A general alarm about midnight 
called all off-duty firemen to the 
scene. All four engines of the 
Rutland Fire Department arrived, 
and the new ladder truck got its f 


next 

vacated, and although smoke 
seeped into the Beauchamp & 
O'Rourke drugstore on the cor¬ 
net 4 . and the dental office of Dr. 
.Clifton E. Killary, damage there 
appeared slight. 

The restaurant has been op¬ 
erated since 1917 by 'the Cor- 
sones family. George Corsones, 
manager, closed it at 2 p.m. Sun¬ 
day, but . returned about 8 p.m. 
to make out pay checks for the 
employes, lie said all appeared 
in order then. 

In spite of the late hour a con¬ 
siderable crowd of people lined! 
Merchants Row to watch the ex-» 
citement and police were sta- } 
tioned at the crossings nearby to; 
control traffic. , . 

As the fire was brought under 
control Corsones sent workmen 
into the restaurant to carry out 
the liquor stock from the bar 
Patrolman George Packard and, 
a special officer were stationed 
to guard the building through the! 
night , ^ i 

When firemen got into the cel¬ 
lar they found the floor already 
five inches deep in w'ater and it 
was believed much damage had 
been done to electrical machinery 
there. Firemen were unable to 
find a live outlet into which to 
connect their working lights. The 
elecric clock had stopped at 11:27 

p.m. _ _ 

A smoke ejector was used to 
baptism of fire as men clambered clear smoke from the Economy! 

Store and other undamaged areas./ 
Corsones said the restaurant 
had been redecorated less thar> 
two years ago and the kitchen 
re-equipped within a year. 

As the fire engines finally de- 
|parted about 1:30 a.m. a scorch¬ 
ed sign still hung in the shattered 
I window. It read, "Special Today] 
!—Barbecued Chicken. 





Smoke, pours out of Rutland Restaurant on 
Merchants Row, as firefighters smash plate 
glass windows. Fire, discovered early Mon- 
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day morning, was confined to basement. The 
thick smoke hampered firemen from locating 
the source of the blaze. 
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Brisk Winds 
Fan Two 
WoodYlFires 


Brisk ✓ winds “ fanned furioui 
woods Ares in Rutland and Proc¬ 
tor Monday and only the all-out 
efforts of all available Are fighter* 
ond reserves brought them under 
control. All-night patrols were 
ordered at both Are scene*. 

All standby and off-duty Aremen 
ffi Rutland were cOTcd^^FSTII 
p.m, when Arc spreod fpm the 
city Incinerator off Gleason Rd. 
Igniting trash, grass, brush and 
then began to sweep through 
windfall-strewn woodlands toward 
dwellings on Glcnson Ud. It was 
the fourth time this year that firo- 
mm had been called to the city 
dump. 

A terrible* situation*' was how 
Fire Chief Allred II. Kollonski 
sited up the fire hatnrd at that 
location He pointed out the 
danger is perennial during the dry 
season each spring. 

"The wind kept shifting." he^ 
said, "whipping the embers back 
to life again ond ogam." 

Except for patrols,- the Are 
equipment returned to the central 
station at 6 07 p.m. 

There were also grass Ares at 
the Fairgrounds at 12:33 p.m., 
back of StoweU’s garage at 12:40 
pjn. and on Oak St. extension at 
0:1* pm. 

Nearly 100 Are fighters from 
Proctor, Pittsford. West Rutland 
and other surrounding towns 
battled a blnze which swept one- 
half mile up West 1101 above 
Beaver Pond about noon and was 
smouldering under control after 
four hours. Forty men were re¬ 
leased from the shops of the Ver¬ 
mont Marble Co. to Aght the Are. 

Over 4.000 feet of hose were 
laid out by engines and portable 
pumps which drew from Beaver 
Pond and forced the water under 
pressure up to 150 pounds up the 
steep slope. Proctor Fire Chief 
Thomas B. Stafford reported. 

The blaif apparently got Its 
lUudjiear the rnilro^l track a few 
rods from the pond. It burned 
almost directly west up the hill, 
widening in some places to nearly 
1,000 foet. Stafford said. It was 
stopped at Uk> crest of the bill.’ 
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iFire Damages 
West St. Home 
Of Garafanos 


City firemen in two engines 
radioed for a third Wednesday at 
10:30 a.m. when they arrived at 
the 209 West St. wooden home of 
Joseph Garofano. which emitted 
a "threatening" quantity of 
smoke, Capt. Ralph Bean said. 

Bean said the fire, which caus¬ 
ed .moderate damage to partitions 
got its start in a defective smoke 
pipe from the kitchen wood-burn¬ 
ing stove. » 

"We had to open the kitchen 
partition from the floor to the 
ceiling," Bean said, "because the 
flames mushroomed through the 
floorboards above.” 

They also spread to the room 
directly above and tho one ad¬ 
jacent. __ 


Rutland Man Fire Victim 


Demctrio Pratico,. 76, Is 
Burned to Death in 
Early Morning Blaze 
at Post St. Home. 


All Alone 


Demetrio Pi^atico, 76. a familiar 
figure for many years at St. Pe¬ 
ter's Church, where he was care¬ 
taker of flowers, was burned to 
death in his home at 137 Post St. 
early Sunday. 

Fire gutted the inside of the sev¬ 
en-room frame dwelling shortly 
before dawn. Apparently it had 
been burning for some time before 
the heat built up to an explosion 
and blasted out the windows, re¬ 
vealing the flames. 

Pratico’s badly scorched body 
was found in the remains of his 
living room halfway lietween the 
wreckage of his small bedroom 
and the front door. 

He was alone in the house. At 
first it was believed two other 
men who occasionally stay with 
him might have been trapped in 
the holocaust. But city police lo¬ 
cated both men elsewhere Sun¬ 
day morning. 

Louis Gill of 250 Stratton Rd. 
and Fred Perkins of 10 Dana 
Ave., Public Works Department 
men running a street-sweeping ma¬ 
chine at River St. Bridge one 
block away, were the first to spot 
the fire about 4:45 a. m. 

"We saw the flames from the 
bridge, and that street sweeper 
really rolled down the road," said 
Gill. "Even while we were on our 
way wc hear<J a sort of an explo¬ 
sion, and then the fire really broke 
out all over the place." 

The house consisted of two sec¬ 
tions connected by a small struc¬ 
ture which contained Pratico’s 
bedroom and a narrow hall. It was 
this which burned the fierciest. 
Fire destroyed the wall and roof 
of the" Bedroom. leaving nothing 
but the metal bedstead and chunks 
of black plaster from the caved-in 
ceiling. 

Gill tried to break in a door but 
was driven back by the heat, as 
Perkins ran for a telephone. 
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Fire Damages 
“Residence Of 
Egbert Tuttle 


Comkkfabk-ikgnAga was done 
by fire to the second Apor. attic 
tad roof of the home of Egbert C 
'Tuttle at 41 Robert* Ave. Tuesday 
afternoon. 

No one was home at the lime 
and the blaze was seen and re 
ported at 1 10 p.m. by John K. 
Moloney of 44 Kingsley- A\r. 

Due to the location oi the Art* 

thi> henvy m».isnti:il demands, 
on the fire, department, Cbio! Al 
Ired H Kollonski ordered u gen 
eral alarm sounded. railing all 
off-duty Airmen in their posts. | 

The Are apparently started-in a 
defective electric fixture, Kolton- 
,*ki* laid, burned ip through a 
second Aoor partition and mush¬ 
roomed iiilq (he attic, igniting the 
roof from inside. 

Two booster pumps and two 
l^nnch lines were used to douse 
the blaze, he said Some water 
damage was .done to furniture on 
the second Aoor. but first floor 
/ furniture was protected by firemen 
wjth tarpaulins, 

*'* Damage would amount to sev¬ 
eral hundred dollars. 



Body of Demetrio Pratlco, 76, is carried from his house at 
the comer of Post and South Sts., Rutland, where he was burn¬ 
ed to death early Sunday morning. Assisting undertakers in task 
are Police Officers George Packard, left, and Lawrence Crowley. 
Cause of fire, which gutted Interior of house, is undetermined. 




WomanDies 
.Of Burns 


Mrs. Ida Wortman, 79, of 
State Street Succumbs at 
Hospital. 




Mrs. Ida S. Wortman, 79. of 84 
State St. died Friday morning in 
Rutland Hospital of burns re¬ 
ceived as she attempted to light 
an oil space heater in her home 
Thursday about 2 p.m. 

Mrs. Wortman was nished to 
the hospital by ambulance shortly 
afterward. City police estimated 
she suffered burns ever 50 per 
cent of her body. 

A little over an hour later, at 
3:40 p.m. Thursday, Mrs. Irene 
Armstrong, 47, of East Walling¬ 
ford, one of Mrs. Wortman's 
daughters, suffered chest bruises 
when the car she was driving 
was In collision at Burnham and. 

Lincoln Aves. with a truck driven 
by George Tarbell, 23, of 214 N. 

Church St. Police said Mrs. Arm¬ 
strong complained of neck and 
back injuries in addition to chest 
injuries and drove her to the hos-; 
pital where she was treated and 
released. 

Mrs. Minnie D. Mack of Albany,, 

N. Y.. another daughter, a nurse 
at the Pleasant Manor convales¬ 
cent home in West Rutland, was 
a passenger in the Armstrong ve¬ 
hicle. Police said she was shaken 

up but otherwise did not appear Each vehicle sustained about 
injured. $20 damage, said police. Officer 

A doctor ordered Mrs. Arm Stanowski reported the cruiser's 
strong taken to the hospital am siren and flashing red li£ht were 
Mrs. Mack accompanied her hi operation at the time of tho 
They were driven to the hospita accident. 3:57 p.m. 
in the city police cruiser oper The front end of the truck and 
ated by Patrolman Daniel J the right side, left door, left rear 
Stanowski of 68 Plain St. . fender, rear bumper and top of 

At the intersection of Jacksoi the Armstrong car 'were extern 
Ave.. a 1959 station wakon drivet sively damaged. Mrs. Armstrong 
by Lucius Farnham, 43. of Z was traveling east on Burnham 
Division St., entered onto S. Mair Ave, and Tarball was going north 
St., police said, and was in colli on Lincoln at the time of the acci- 
sion with the cruiser. dent. 


I The fire department got the 
first alarm at 4:58 a. m. Within 
’seconds after the first truck ar¬ 
rived at the scene on the comer 
of Post and South Sts., the fire 
fighters had radioed for more 
help. Tho general alarm whistle 
blew at 5:04. calling all special 
and off-duty firemen. 

Fire had spread to both wings, 
especially to the east over the 
living room, but with several lines 
in action the firemen brought it 
under control quickly. Making 
their way into the dripping, char¬ 
red living room with its furniture 
blackened almost beyond recog¬ 
nition. the men found Pratico’s 
body. He was on his back, with one 
fist clenched in the air. 

Nobody knew for sure who It 
was until relatives came to make 
the identification. His venerable 
fringe of whiskers, which had 
earned him the nickname of 
"Santa Claus," was burned com¬ 
pletely off. 

State’s Atty. Theodore G. Cor- 
sones and Dr. William Powers, 
regionaL medical examiner, were 
called to the scene. The body was 
removod^to the Tedesco Funeral 
Home. 'pie fire department return¬ 
ed to thp station at 6:53 a. m. 
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Tire Damages 

Keiffer House 

4 1 

On Mussey St. 


A hot stovepipe ignited a par¬ 
tition at the home of Theodore 
Keiffer Jr. on Mussey St. about 
4:40 p.m. Thursday, and although 
the blaze was quickly subdued, 
the general alarm was sounded. 

The fire, reached by 1,200 feet 
of booster line laid from Mussey 
St. through the Keiffer fields and 
around several outbuildings, ate 
its way through the kitchen ceil¬ 
ing and wall and into a blind 
attic. 

No one was injured. The house, 
occupied by Keiffer, his widowed 
mother and tlieir dogs, was black¬ 
ed out when wiring was burned. 
Keiffer methodically showed fire¬ 
men around while his mother 
huddled in the damp, chilly 
kitchen. 

Two fire trucks arrived at the 
scene and immediately radioed 
for the general alarm to be 
sounded, calling all firemen in the 
city to the farm. Smoke was bil¬ 
lowing voluminously from the 
house, and firemen later said 
there might have been danger to 
the numerous outbuildings. 

So two more engines and a 
lighting plant arrived, but the fire 
\was under control. Damage was 
fonfined to the kitchen wall, ceil 
ing and attic partitions, and t< 
B portion of tbeu roof which fire 
Ben chopped through to get a 
he flames. 
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Furniture Warehouse 
Fire Damage Is High 

Considerable damage wil caus¬ 
ed to the building and contents of 
Ihv warehouse of the Standard 
Horn* Furnishings at 1*9 Granger 
St by Art which broke out at 11 
pm Thursday. 

Firemen reapondlng to a tele¬ 
phone call from a neighbor, who 
•aw amoke Uauing from tho build¬ 
ing. used three boovter lines to ex¬ 
tinguish ftamoa which had epread 
cartons of material to the parti¬ 
tions. 

Water and amoke damage wai 

also caused to furniture, mattresses, 
curtains and drapes In the ware¬ 
house. s 

Cause of th* blase was unknown. 
The building *ond contents U own¬ 
ed by Moots Tropp. U| 
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This was the scene on Center St. Sunday 
evening, as (ire lighting equipment clustered 
about the stubborn fire of mysterious origin 
which wrecked vacant Wonder Store. Clouds 
of smoke from ru bber goods stored inside were 


Herald pboto-Wlld I 
visible from as far away as Pittsford. West 
Rutland and Pittsford departments were called 
to the general alarm blaze. Several firemen 
suffered from smoke inhalation, but nobody? 
was hospitalized. 


Fireman George Ferguson, lying on ground, 
gets oxygen after being overcome by smoke in 
Sunday’s blaze At Wonder Store on Center St 
With him, left to right, are Dr. William Fowl 


m, the. Rev. Charles E, Fitzpatrick and Fire¬ 
men George Regan and Patrick Hurley. Fumes 
choked several fire fighters, but nobodv was 
hospitalized. 


Flames Gut Vacant 

, 

• r. . ■ , 1 

Center St. Store 


Three Firemen Overcome 
as Fire Rages in Former 
Wonder Store, 


By TOM FAGAN, . 

A stubborn ahd mysterious fire 
early Sunday J .night eonlplcleJy. 
i burned out the” building at 25-29 
•Center St., vacated a year or so 
ago by the Wonder Store. 

Columns of black smoke, which 
firemen said was caused by 
burning stocks of rubbers and 
overshoes, were visible as far 
away as Pittsford. Three firetnen 
were overcome by the fumes. 

Fire Chief"Alfred H. Koltonski 
; called help from* West Rutland 
and Pittsford fire departments., 
A general alarm had Already sum-' 1 
•noned off-duty firemen and Rut¬ 
land volunteers. 

The cause of the blaze was not 
immediately known, and no ear¬ 
ly estimate of the damage could 
be had. . • 

Carpenter’s Pharmacy, which at 
No. 25 was the only occupied 
store in the building, suffered 
smoke and water damage, but 
| Robert H; Carpenter, the proprie¬ 
tor, removed his prescription rec¬ 
ords and cash register in time. 

"The fire apparently started in 
the basement. How, we don’t 
know*,” said Asst. Chief Ralph R. 
Bean. 

Koltonski said Sunday night he 
had asked for an investigation by 
the state fire marshal. An all- 
night watch was set on the build¬ 
ing as the brick walls were still 
nearly ied hot. 

The building formerly known 
as the Rutland Wonder Mart* Js 
owned by Mrs. Agnes. Walsh of 
this city and is leased to the In¬ 
terstate Dry Goods Co., which 
operates the Economy Store here 
and has offices in New York. 


V-rSP.V v- 

i ■ - • 

The alarm was sounded by an 
unidentified man who drove up 
to the fire station at 6:41 p.m. and 
shouted ’’The Wonder Store.” 
Trucks were sent from both fire 
stations and by the time they ar¬ 
rived flames were bursting from 
the windows on Center St/ and 
from those facing an alley in the 
rear, off Willow St. V - " 

A hose liqe was-laid from a 
hydrant at Edson and Willow 
and a fire truck dragged it in 
through the alley to get at the 
rear of the building. At the 
same time the ladder truck and 
other engines took position on 
Center St. 


The three firemen who were 
overcome were George Ferguson, 
George Regan and Gerald Lloyd. 
The latter two recovered, after a 
few whiffs of oxygen, but Fergu¬ 
son, who had been released from 
the Rutland Hospital only a week, 
ago,- was ordered back to the 
firehouse and then sent home. 

Tons of water were poured into 
the building through windows, 
through holes cut in the roof and 
through a skylight. Once flames 
leaped to the buildipg just to the 
west but were quickly doused. 

Inside, firemen worked in a 
nightmarish' maze of discarded 
wooden counters, old boxes and 


Crowds poured out of the Para- tables. Charred fashion man- 
mount Theater, lining the south ““ looked gmesomely like 
side of the street. Others, hear- ^ on ^ uty and ofMuty cjty 


ing the alarm, came by car and 
foot to watch. It was a very 
well attended fire. 

Firemen who tried to make 
their way through the rear alley 
were forced back by billows of 
black smoke which the wind 
swept in clouds across the city. 

[Curiosity seekers who climbed 


policemen were called to handle 
traffic, to set up firelines on Cen¬ 
ter St. and to keep the crowds 
back from the alley off Willow St. 

The blaze was brought under 
control about 9 p.m. but smoul¬ 
dered all through the evening. 
Carpenter said he^wos uncertain 

for breath. It was far worse for ^^au- 

firemen. who crouched on window ft? V™™ 0 

ledges trying to play water in- re wrfs f a foot of 

sicl ! * v * water in his basement. -: . 

The fire apparently mounted f J 1 J 0111 ^ have given 10 cents 
through the partitions and mush- i° r cha nces when I first got 
roomed at the second floor ceil- . e * “ e “i® later.^ I ni very 
ing. /Then it climbed to the 



Hal knocked off. Fireman John Thompson 
crouches by second story window of Wonder 
Store on Center St., as Fireman Patrick Hurley 
climbs up ladder. Dense smoke from rubber 


Herald photos—W 
goods stored In unused building swirls o' 
their heads, obscuring the store’s sJgn. St 
fire marshal’s office has been asked to lnvej 
gate the fire’s cause. 


roof and spread out between it 
and a false ceiling. Firemen 
seemingly had it under control, 
when it broke out again with 
increased fury under the roof. 

> Firemen, some with masks, 
broke through the j >\»te glass 
windows at the Center St. front, 
then mounted ladders to smash 
their way through second story 
windows. Time and again the 
dense smoke drove them back. 


grateful to the firemen and every¬ 
one who helped.” 

Smoke filtered into Segale’s 
Restaurant and the Center Grill 
to the east but did little damage. 

Dr. William Powers treated the 
firemen who were overcome and 
climbed a ladder to administer 
first aid to Alderman Jack Bar¬ 
rett, a volunteer fireman, who cut 
his hand. 

A canteen to provide the weary 
firemen with sandwiches and cof¬ 
fee was set up by Albert Macau- 
ley in. Prouse’s Restaurant across 
the street. 
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Flames Destroy 
Old Pierce Ho 


Clarendon House That Was Tavern During 
lution Bums to Ground; Aged Owner andj 
Housekeeper Escape, Save Some Antique 

The old homestead which gave the name “Pierce's ( 
that section of Clarendon caught fire about noon Thursday 
ly burned to the ground. 

Thomas C. Pierce, 87, whose family has long owned thi 
escaped without injury^ asdid his housekeeper, Mrs. E* u 
of Rutland, .—*■* " 

The house dates from the days* 
of Ethan Allen. Many antiques j 
were saved. So were a nearby 
sugar house, garage and barn. 

The blaze apparently started 
from a chimney, said Rutland 
Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski. 

There was no water supply avail*, 
able and firemen had to stand 
around helplessly and watch the 
old house burn. 

The rugged but aged timbers 
— some of the beams were a 
foot square — quickly gave way 
to the flames, fanned by a brisk 
breeze. Mrs. Crowler spotted the 
fire when she saw smoke pour* 
ing from the wall in front of the 
kitchen chimney. The kitchen 
stove >Vas wood-burning. 

She alerted Pierce in the liv¬ 
ing room, and celled the {Rutland 
firemen. Then the pair enlisted 
the aid of some road workers in 
the area in removing furniture 
and antiques from the first floor. 

The driver of the first Rutland 
engine dispatched to the scene 
saw smoke billowing from quite a 
distance away, and called by ra¬ 
dio for more help. 

But there was little firemen 
could do upon arrival, except con¬ 
fine the fire to the house and as¬ 
sist in removal of antiques. They 
helped save such pieces as a 1780 
desk, cherry-topped tables, birds- 
eye maple chairs and ancient 
clocks. 

Pierce's son, Howard, lives in 
another house nearby, and esti¬ 
mated about 50 people pitched in 
to save the belongings. Furniture 
of lesser value, most of it on the 
second floor, was lost. Firemen , 
even removed a heater, still 
lighted, from a first-floor room. 

The younger Pierce said his 
father saved all personal papers. 

The old house, built about 1780,! 
stood where Itte. 103 meets U.S. 

Rtc. 7 today and had been a 
landmark for years. The Pierce 
family has owned It for 150 years, 
and both Thomas Pierce and his 
father were born there. 

Apparently it was a tavern op¬ 
erated by John Bowman in Rev¬ 
olutionary times. Tradition says 
Ethan Allen was a visitor. 

Remains of the old bar were 
visible for years after the house 
became a private dwelling, neigh¬ 
bors said. The house has been 
remodeled several times. 

Pierce apparently was losing 
no time in reminiscing Thursday 

evening. Hi* wafl 

making plans to • build a new 
bouse. 

vHe wanted to build, a new one 
IHwaT-now he'll have to.” 

Pierce and Mrs. Crowler spent 
the night with his daughter, Mrs. 

Fred King in Rutland. 
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Two Rutland 
the house burn. No 


p £tWml with arms akimbo os they watch 
Taler was available. 


MARCH 29, 1961. 


Eire Wrecks 
Kitchen, Attic 
On North St. 


A?J|0rakeet was the only vie 
tim Gf"& fire which extensively 
damaged the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. William P. Reilly at 64 North 
St. about 6 p.m. Wednesday. 

A pan of grease, left heating 
on thq stove after the Reillys 
left, according to firemen, caught 
fire. The flames raced up the 
kitchen wall and into the attic. 
The cupboards above the stove 
werft burned completely and the 
contents were demolished by the 
heat. f 

Nicholas A. Barone Jr., 10„.,pf 
6$ North Si,,* discovered the smoke 
pouring from the home. He looked 
in the Window, saw the flames 
in the kitchen and returned to 
his home across the street to have 
his mother call the fire depart¬ 
ment. 

Firemen arrived before the oc-* 
cupjmts did and were .fbfcced to 
smash out the kitchen { windows 
to allow the dense smoke lo es¬ 
cape. They chopped through the 
ceiling into the attic above the 
stove to get at burning embers. 

Fire and water damage, al¬ 
though extensive, was confined to 
i the kitchen/and attic, firemen 
said. The WnoOnt was not esti¬ 
mated. i, 
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Fire Races 
Up Stairs 


House Badly Damaged When 
Boy Spills Gasoline and. 
Lights Match. 


A boy's attempt to clean up 
spilled gasoline turned into an 
expensive cleanup job by city | 
firemen. 

Joseph Gauthier, 14, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hubert H. Gauthier of 
75 Forest St., discovered the 
leaves he raked near his home 
late Thursday afternoon were too 
damp to be ignited. He went down 
cellar for gasoline to get them) 
burning. 

Asst. Fire Chief Ralph R. Beane 
said the boy spilled a little gaso¬ 
line while pouring it from a can 
to a pint bottle, could not find 
rags to wipe up the spilled portion 
and lit a match to it in an attempt 
to get rid of it. 

The flames jumped from the I 
floor to the can. Young Gauthier 
rushed upstairs to get his younger 
brother, Johnny, 8, out of the 
house, and when the flames got 
out of control, called city firemen. 

His mother and father were 
absent while this was going on. 
Mary Sweeney, the owner of the 
house who resides on the second 
floor, was a patient in the Rutland 
Hospital. 

Firemen were called at 6:57 
p. m. When they arrived, flames 
had already raced up the cellar 
stairway and into the kitchen. 
Smoke had filled the entire house. 

Beane said there was extensive 
fire damage to the cellar stair¬ 
way and kitchen, including the 
refrigerator and new washing 
machine. Walls were blistered, he 
said, “and the smoke damage to 
the entire house was tremendous.” 
The boy singed his hair and eye¬ 
brows and received slight burns 
on his ankle and hand 


uauihier, now manager of the 
OK Diner, is a former fireman. 






Smoke billows from Thomas Pierce home, built In 1780 as 
Bowrpan's Tavern at Pierce’s Corners in Clarendon. Firemen 


stood by helplessly for lack of water as the historic landmark 
burned to the ground. Most of the # furnishings were saved. 
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Flash Fire 
Destroys- 
Roller Rink 


Firemen Quench Barn 
Blaze at 34 Him St. 


Rutland Firemen Fight 
General Alarm Blaze 
at Mcadowbrook. 


V • * 

Rutland city firemen hoist ladder from hook 
and ladder (ruck to reach high windows at 
Mcadowbrook Skating Kink on S. Main St. late 
Sunday. The lire, which broke out shortly be- 


im diu |;uuiu—uuiuci* 

fore 11 p. m., was still being fought after mid¬ 
night. The skating rink was destroyed in the 
general alarm blaze which attracted hundreds 
of Rutlanders. (Story, Page 1) 


City firemen play hoses high inside Mcadow¬ 
brook Roller Skating Kink on S. Main St. Sun¬ 
day night in efforts to quell flames spurting 


licrald photo—Bennett 
around eaves of building. The flash fire broke 
out shortly before 11 p. m. and destroyed the 
large rink. All fire-fighting units responded. 


’A /lash lire roared through the 
Mcadowbrook roller skating rink 
at 150 S. Main St. late Sunday 
night. The cause of the .general 
alarm blaze was undetermined. 

Flames gutted the interior of 
the building and ruined the large 
skating floor. There was no esti¬ 
mate of damage. 

It was after 1 a.m. before 
the fire was considered under 
control. 

Clouds of thick smoke and inter¬ 
mittent flames spouting from the 
roof, with the sound of the alarm 
whistle, brought out hundreds of 
spectators. 

The fire broke out shortly after 
10:30 p.m. When Patrolman 
Charles Spoon, who had been on 
^ duty there, closed the place about 
that time, everything was quiet. 

Itlo lannetti of Rutland employ- 
’ ed by the rink operator. Guido 
Forte, was in the Midway Diner 
across Moon Brook from the large, 
two-story barn-like structure. 

“I looked out the diner window 
and thought someone had left the 
lights on at the rink." lannetti 
said. "But my God, they were 
flames instead." 

lannetti called the fire depart¬ 
ment at 10:53 p.m. Two minutes 
after the first fire truck raced up. 
the firemen called for a general 
alarm to summon every available 
man. 

The fire apparently started 
near an amplifier on the main 

•floor, according to rink employes. 
That was where lannetti first 
noticed the flames. 

It spread quickly along the 
walls and into the second floor. 

A light southwesterly breeze whip¬ 
ped into the building as firemen 
battered open doors and windows 
to get at the flames. Fire spout¬ 
ed from under the eaves on the 
south side, and danced amid the 
clouds of smoke on the roof, 
although repeatedly beaten back 
by streams of water. 

It was midnight before the fire¬ 
men could force their way into 
the smoky interior and get at the 
sparking partitions and walls. 

They also fought their way 
three times into the cellar, where 
flames had spread to every cor¬ 
ner. They emerged every time 
choking and gasping from the 
thick oily smoke. 

At the same time, partitions and 
false ceilings in the* upper story 
continued to crackle, 
and break forth with‘jets 
Repeated assaults 
would quell the flames in onei 
spot, but they would start up 
again elsewhere. 

Smoke and sparks rolled north 
over S. Main St., causing murky 
driving conditions as far away as 
Christ the King Church at Killing- 
ton Ave. Local police detoured 
hundreds of cars around the loose 
lines at hydrants on S. Main St. | 
Several boats were stored in 
the cellar of the building, accord¬ 
ing to rink employes. Nobody 
jhad been able to penetrate far 
enough into the cellar early Mon¬ 
day to find out if they were safe. 

Among the items ruined was a 
new plastic skating floor, in- 
stalled last year. The building 
and its contents were partially, 
covered by insu rance. 


Rutland firemen poured water 
from booster lines on three en¬ 
gines Friday afternoon to quench 
a barn blaze on property owned 
by David Mac at 34 Kim St. 

The fire was reported at 4:16 
pm 

Storage, tools and automobile 
parts inside received only minor 
damage, but the owner (old fire¬ 
men ho will probably tear down 
the partially damaged building 
Tenants of the barn and adjoin¬ 
ing house are Ralph J Soulia 
an employe of Mac. and his wife 

Children playing with matches 
may have started the back end of 
the structure burning, according 

4o fire official*.-1—-_: 

. The firemen had to return at 
6 59 pm. to put out smoldering 
embers. 


MONDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 14, J960. 
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me* upper siory 
ickle, smouldeil 
vith^jets of fire, 
ts with water; 


Local Blazes 


A persistent barn blaze, rub¬ 

bish and grass fires, a false alarm 
and a fire at the borne of one of 
r own number took the time of 
firemen over the week 

Wf I ■ ■■ r— -»-r- 


At 6; 17 a. Saturday firemen 
returne d to 34 Elm St, site of a 
sto rage bar n o wn e d by Dave M oe 
‘ They had first been there Friday 
shortly after 4 P nt, they said 
and after the fire there rekindled 
‘ about 7 p. m. Friday they went 
.-back again. 

. Saturday at 6:17 a. m. Engine 4 
returned once more to the bam. 
when the never-say-die filfnes 
were renewed. At 6 25 a. m. help 
wa s cal led and Engmer 1 and > 
attacked the barn. By 7:53 a. m. 
the department was satisfied the 
fire was out. ooce and for all. 

On Friday Mac bad said be 
would probably tear down the par¬ 
tially damaged building. Firemen 

ftrtt (Kmu47a<I rhil/Wn nlavinp 

but didn’t say bow it was kept 




Other activity for the depart¬ 
ment Saturday came when a false 
alarm was sounded at 66 East St J 
firemen said. This occurred at 
1:10 a. m. J 

_A wooden fence was set ablaze! 

. by a rubbish fire that got out of 
§baa& 3 a. m. Sunday at 36 
Strongs Ave.. but booster lines 
were employed before serxxis 
damage was done, firemen said. | 
A fire in a Meadow SL meadow 
was attended about 1 p. m. Sun-| 
day by firemen In Engine -4, who 
"last let it burn,” they said. There 
was no damage, they reported. 

And at abou t no on Sunday En¬ 
gines fand 5 reporteflloiHe home 
—of- Fir e man Emmett Fleming'of 

doused a shed scorched by flames 
from a rubbish fire, they said. 
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, l - Thick smoke hampered fighter* of the Wonder Store fire from 
both front and rear of Center St. r store Sunday, Here Firemen 
Raymond Seward, left, and Gerald Lloyd, don their masks in the 
swirling clouds before reentering the building. _ 
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Smoke bUtew* from Um third floor of the home of Mr. and 
Bln. Bryce Dari* of 2! Cnrtta Are. Friday craning at city fire* 
men doated the Mate la bitter temperature*. No one wat hurt. 

I - 

'Together for Christmas,’ 
Vows - Family Routed by Fire 


Bt pete schoffstall 

"We’re all together, and we’ll 
be all together for Christmas," 
said Bryce *1. Davis to his son, 
James, 10* in the cold air in front 
of their home at 21 amis Ave. 
Friday night an hour after a gen¬ 
eral alarm Are of undetermined 
origin gutted the third floor attic. 

Davis, his wife and six children, 
and their tenants in a hack apart¬ 
ment—Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Hart 
and two children — all escaped 
without Injury. 

The general alarm Are. which 
began about 6:15 p.m, left the 
two, Rutland families with -a 
water damaged home, and sod¬ 
den Christmas presents, but 
thankful that no one was injured 

Davis, a aervice station proprie- 
unable to say how much 
damage there was Friday night. 
He aaid he did not know the de¬ 
gree to which the property was 
covered by insurance. 


The Are was kept from extens¬ 
ively damaging the home by quick 
response of Rutland Aremen, who 
were first summoned at 6:28 p.m 
The Are whistle was sounded at 
6:32 n.m. and an "under control 
whistle came at 7:52 p.m. One Are 
engine remained until 8.24 p.m. 
to make sure the blaze did not re¬ 
kindle. 

Smoke from the Are which Ailed 
the attic with flames was spotted 
by area residents who deluged the 
fire department with reports. The 
smoke hoverpd over the whole 
Curtis Ave. area and as far north 
as RuHanfl Hospital. 

In the chill night an hour or so 
after the fire Davit was busy 
making arrangements to have his 
family and the Harta spend the 
night with friends and relatives. 

"We’re a little shaken, but 
everything’s going to be all right. 
Merry Christmas," he said. 


‘Year of Grass Fires’JH 
Believed City’s Worst 

Three spectacular downtown | Wonder Store on Center St. 
fires and one death marked the) Chief Koltonski said the exact 

1958-59 fiscal year for city firemen f ause ° f , lhe btaws 

.. . . . _ j (has not been determined, 

shich ended Tuesday. Rutland City had gone without 

A total of 425 fire calls were a death by fire for some three 
answered by the department over I years until April 19. On that date 
the 12-month period. The last was Demetrlo Pratico. 70. burned to 
a false alarm at 7:25 p.m. Tucs- death in his home at 137 Post St 
day. Sundays were bad days for the 

Fire losses this year will be local firefighters. The three major 
heavier than those of the previous fires were aH fought on Sundays 
fiscal year, said Fire Chief Alfred The Pratico death also occurred 
H. Koltonski. Losses, determined 
by insurance paid, amounted to 
$50,669.74 during the 1957-58 year. 
xOver the past year, fire lasses 
turn*, averaged between $30,000 
and $40,000. said Chief Koltonski. 

Ix>ss^ foVvihe current year have 
not yet been>oln! 

But they wilR 

thocte-of the Inst ^N^r, the chief 
aaid, due to three blftne* in the 
city’s business section. Th^r^werr 
no major downtown fires thc>ei»r 


Smoke rises from annex to Lindhntm’s 
Sports Center as firemen Friday battled blaze 


which was confined to partitions. Moderate 
damage was reported. 


Blaze at Lindholm Block 
Brings Firemen Out Twice 


I 



A fire Friday at the Lindholm 
Block on S. Main St. brought fire¬ 
men twice to the scene, once in 
the morning and again after dark. 

Only moderate damage was re¬ 
ported. The fire was confined to 
the partitions of an annex to the 
Lindholm Sport Center, used as a 
storage area. 

Mr and Mrs. Charles King, who 
live in an apartment above the 
annex, were smoked out but other 
wise unharmed, firemen said. 

Chief Alfred H. Koltonski said 
the blaze began in the building’s 
basement, above an overheated 
oil furnace which had been con¬ 
verted from a coal-burner. The 
furnace was working against very 
low temperatures which have pre¬ 
vailed for the past two weeks. 

Beams and woodwork directly 

( above it were ignited, said Chief 
Koltonski. Flames and smoke 
gradually worked into the parti¬ 
tions of the annex. 

Fire Capt. James J. Rice said 
there was so much smoke when 
he first got there that nobody 
could be certain of the amount of 
fire in the building. Then fire¬ 
fighters discovered a hatchway 
open and made their way into 
the cellar. 

Capt. Rice found the Kings on 
a rear porch of their upstairs 
apartment. "The smoke was so 


thick,” he said, "that about all 
I could see was their feet.” 

First notice of the blaze came 
to the fire station at 11:38 a. m. 
from Paul Adams, proprietor of 
the Adqms Radiator Repair shop 
between the sports center and the 
annex. Adams told firemen he 
saw smoke earlier in the morning, 
but thought it was just hot steam 
pipes. 

The fire burned into the walls 
on both sides of the sports annex, 
and into the floor of the King 
apartment. 

The general alarm whistle call¬ 
ing off-duty firefighters sounded 
at 11:43 a. m. on Capt. Rice’s 
order because of the undetermin¬ 
ed extent of the fire. 

Alex Lindholm. one of the build¬ 
ing’s owners, said there was mod¬ 
erate damage to the ground floor, 1 
and that he believed it was cov¬ 
ered’ by insurance. 

At 6:40 p. m. the fire depart* 
ment got its second call to the 
scene, when a spark ignited more 
fire under the King apartment. 
Firemen chopped a hole and dous¬ 
ed the embers with a booster line. 

Department members said it 
was lucky the blaze wasn't worse, 
because the entire block at Terrill 
and S. Main Sts. is constructed 
of wood. 


NeighborsAid 
CouplcWhose 
iHomc Burned 


before. 


Johnnie's Grill on Strongs Ave 
was destroyed Feb. 15. The fire 


on a Sunday 

Grass fires proved a major 
source of calls. Chief Koltonski 
estimated 37 per rent of the 
alarms answered were due to 
such fires. - 

Tf»e department records show 
jn total of 157 grass fires in three 
higher thah* months In April" there were 143 
* u — UI ‘ # grass blazes as compared to two 
in Morrh aqd seven in May. 

Rut the 56-57 fiscal year might 
well !*• termed. ’The Year of 
si Grass Fires." They swelled the 


Quick Stop 
In Howe St. 
Roofing Firei 


(Mai fire calls to a figure of 556, 
the^Sargcst tmmlier of alarms 


loss has been estimated nt about ever marred by the Rutland do 
$10,000. partment. according to the chief 

Final estimates hove not been A break diuhvof calls answered 


made on losses incurred in the 
Rutland Restaurant Arc on March 
29 nor the May 10 burning of the 


by fiscal venrs fdHqws: 425. 58-59: 
346, 57-58 ; 556. 56-5V 374. 55-56; 
315. 54-55; 399. 53 54: nn>407. 52*53. 


A general alarm fire of umle 
ter mined origin raged through the 
U’icwim Roofing l Siding Co. in' 
Jbac i of 30 Howe St late Tuesday' 
I nig it, Init city fire fighters »puek 
.ly >rought it under control. 


lames were leaping out of 
|!h* roof as the fire trucks raced 4 ^ 
I of the station about tl pm | 

Fi cmefi could see the light across P 
thi railroad tracks as they rolled 
jdo n Merchants How. 

I rrause the supply company. 


poisss^sss-si 
ss,. swas g«*s ajars as 

I alarm sounded to call all l f no unrrt L rC 

Mj.ci.dduty men in «*« of £*th? 




I ut they strung a hose from a 


Neighbors of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jerome IacFrawoi* of 8 1 * Central 
A\o were taking a collection 
Monday to help the couple recoup 
some of the loss suffered from a 
Saturday night fire. 
t The single story three-room 
] dwelling occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. 1 a- Francois was consider-) 
ably damaged at 6.45 p.m. Satur¬ 
day when flames swept through 
I the partitions. Firemen said 
Monday the contents of the home 
'were completely lost. Only a 
pocket book containing money was 
retried saved. 

Firemen said the fire started 
while Lc Franco is and his wife 
were in the cellar using o blow 
torch to thaw frozen water pipes , 
A partition was ignited and the 
blaze swept through the rest of 
the house The couple did not 
immediately realize the first floor; 
was on fire, but they managed to 
escape uninjured 

Firefighters spent two hours 
battling the blaze in sub zero' 
weather 

The house is owned by Mrs. 
Anna B. Trombley of Stratton Rd. 

Another fire in partitions was 
quelled by firemen within a half 
hour Saturday night at the home 
of Robert Hacked of 17 Mansfield 
PI. 

The fire started in the partition 
in back of a fireplace in the 2*7 
story home at 11.55 pm. It was) 
under control by 12 20 a.m with 
only minor damage to the par-) 
Utions reported. 

Mrs Elizabeth C Smith, who! 
also lives in the house. U the)* 
owner. 

Local firefighters answered two 
calls Sunday. The first was to onj 
apartment building at 50 West 1 
St., where a hot water tank was 
leaking. They shut the valve. 

The next Sundby call was to the 
residence of William Marcilie of j 
107 S Main St., where a chimney! 

( blazed into the night sky shortly 
hefore U p.m.* and caused motor- 
lists tn srop and tell the family 
something was wrong. TTiere 
was no damage outside the chim¬ 
ney. Aremen said. 

Monday st 10 30 a m. an,auto 
engine urdrr repair in a service 
station at 108 Strongs Ave caught 
fire. Firemen said the Ration 
attendants pul the blaze out 
promptly’, and needed no aid. ” 
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Fire Causes 

■ 

Loss ot Barn 


Herald photo—Bennett 
This is the way the living room of tin* Harold A. Steele fam¬ 
ily's home at 85 Vernon St. looked Sunday, the day after fire 
blazed through the two-story frame dwelling. Icicles (upper right! 
hang from openings created by firemen’s axes and the family's 
television set stands in the comer (left). No one was injured. 


Flames Sweep 
Steele Home 
On Vernon St. 


A flooded oil burner in a com-i 
binntion gas and oil kitchen stove 
led to an explosion and fire with 
flames that quickly spurted out of 
windows and doors at 85 Vernon 
St. Saturday at 9:45 a. m. t en¬ 
veloping the furnishings and pos¬ 
sessions of the Harold A. Steele 
I family. * 

Capt. Jack Seward of the Rut¬ 
land Fire Dept, said no one was 
injured in the blaze, which left 
(he frame house standing, but 
completely charred the down- 
stairs and wreaked havoc 
throughout. 

Steelo was away at the time, 
about 9:45 a. m., Capt. Seward 
said. Mrs. Steele and her two 
young children fled from the 
dwelling to a neighbor's home, I 
They were able to save "practi-| 
colly nothing,’* Capt. Seward said. 

Engines 1 and 3 first arrived 
at the fire and quickly called for 
help from Engine 4. The serv¬ 
ice car also attended. Firemen 
used two boosters, 700 feet of 2 1 .*- 
inch line and 300 feet of Ilfc-inch 
line. Axes bit through the home 
upstairs and down. 

By Sunday the house looked 
Ikie a blackened cave downstairs, 
with icicles hanging, dowtr-frwn 
the living room ceiling over the 
television set in the corner. Up¬ 
stairs. beds were covered with 
snow that found its way through 
smashed-open windows. 

I Capt. Seward said the family 
I was staying with Steele’s parents. 


Vaughan Estate Barn De¬ 
stroyed; Firemen Save 
Horses, House, 


By PETE SCHOFFSTALL 

"We sacrificed the bam for the 
two horses," said Ralph Bean, 
assistant fire chief of the Rutland 
Fire Dept., Friday at 9:35 p. m. 
as 28 fireman, half of whom'had 
i been called in on a general alarm. 

I cleaned up and reloaded hose onto 
trucks. 

i The barn fire, on property at 
172 Ash St. and owned by the 
Herman Vaughan estate, was re¬ 
ported at 7:30 p. m. It represented 
a complete loss because, accord¬ 
ing to Chief Bean, the flntt men 
on the scene had to concentrate 
on getting the horses out. On their 
arrival firemen set up two booster 
lines and immediately began to 
fight back fire near the two 
horses, a palomino and a quarter 
horse. At the same time — it was 
then 7:34 p. fire fighters 

radioed back to the station for 
two more trucks and the whistle 
box signal which summoned off* 
duty firemen. 

Chief Bean paged through 
soggy notebook a little later, giv¬ 
ing out information. 

"I’m darn glad we got those 
horses out," he said, "and kept 
the blaze from spreading to the 
house right next to the bam.“ 

"The firemen did an awfully 
good job," said Vaughan Griffin 
|jr. f son of Mr. and (Mrs. H. 
Vaughan Griffin of 7 Spellman 




Ter. Young Griffin owns the quar¬ 
ter horse. Major Irelan. The palo-’ 
mino, Keela Silver Tonette, is own¬ 
ed by David Hannon, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Laurence Hannon of 139 
Ash St. 

"I’m very grateful-to thp fire¬ 
men," said young Griffin, who 
added that saddles and other tack 
were retrieved from the barn with 
the horses. All he could say was 
lost was' the barn and hay and; 
some hand tools on the second 
floor. ’ 

Firemen worked at the scene 
until about 9:30 p. m., two hours, 
returning* to the stations wet. 
dirty and tired. 

At about the time of their return 
no one was to be found upstairs 
in the central station. A fill-in 
painting of a ship at sea, with the 
paints and an open paint jar and 
brush nearby, was left in the 
center of a ping-pong tabic — 1 
silent testimony of the three min-' 
utes it took firemen to get to the 
scene 

"I'm calling th^ fire marshal’s 
office in the morning,", said Fire 
Chief Alfred H. Koltonski. He veri¬ 
fied a report that two boys were 
seen leaving the barn shortly be¬ 
fore the'fire break-out was notic¬ 
ed. 

Reports varied on who spotted 
the fire first, but it was reported 
by H. D. Lester who rents a house 
not 15 feet from the barn. It wa$ 
David Hannon, Lester and firemen 
that got the horses from the blaz¬ 
ing structure. This could not be 
done. Chief Bean explained, until 
the boosters doused flames im¬ 
mediately behind the horses and 
the water cooled‘the animals off. 
When they became less excited 
they were led out. ' 

The flames and general alarm 
whistle attracted hundreds of 
spectators who satisified their 
curiosity. 9 

There was no estimate of the 
loss late Friday night but firemen 
said that the entire roof of tbc 
barn was destroyed. Young Grif¬ 
fin termed the loss "total." 


Stuck Alarm 
Signals Fire 
On West St. 


A general alarm fire resulted 
from a defective oil hot water 
heater In the Olney Apartments 
at 22 West St. Wednesday at 
9:26 p m. The long, single, jmil- 
ing blast which issued the alarm 
was not a change of signals. Arc- 
men reported. It was a result of 
the switch Ixung stuck. 

Fire Chief Alfred Koltonski said 
a short circuit in the heater evi¬ 
dently cause the motor to over¬ 
heat. melt the oil feed and Ig¬ 
nite the escaping fuel. Although 
the fire damage was slight, he 
added there wus^considcrublc oil 
smoke throughout the lower apart¬ 
ments. The wooden stairway lead¬ 
ing to the apartment from the 
cellar was charred and the heat¬ 
er’s motor destroyed. 

Srpoke ejectors were needed to 
clear the air in the building in 
which there are about 20 apart¬ 
ments. The building and the one 
Adjoining it are owned by Axel 
J. and Jane (Olney) Anderson of 
Rutland. 

"We used four carbon dioxide 
extinguishers and a booster line 
and had the fire out almost im¬ 
mediately." Chief Koltonski said., 
"It was the smoke that caused 
the most trouble." 

All trucks and crews were hack 
In the station at 10:18 p.m., less 
than an hour after the fire began. 


Family 
Four Flees 

House Fire 

^ I 

Awakened by flames licking i 
away at furniture in their living 
room, a Rutland family fled from 
their Creed lid. wooden one-stor¬ 
ied house late Friday. 

The family, Frank J. and Bertha 
Chamberlain and children, Frank 
Jr., 6, and Joanne, 4, living at 229 
Creek Rd., escaped without injury; 
but lost most of their house furni-j 
lure and clothing. 

Their five-room house sustained 
extensive fire and water damage! 
inside but according to Rutland! 
Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski at 
the scene, it was still structurally 
sound pending investigation which 
proves otherwise. 

The family put out into the cold 
were taken in for the night nearby j 
by their neighbors, Mr. and Mrs, 
Maurice Ponton. Contacted. Cham¬ 
berlain reported he did not know 
how the fire started, but he said 
Chief Koltonski would have an in¬ 
vestigation starting Saturday 
morning. 

Fire Dept. Capt. C. I. Jack 
Seward reported the inside of the I 
house was badly burned. He said 
the fire was coming out of win¬ 
dows and the back door when they 
first arrived at the scene. He not¬ 
ed the family went to bed at 9 
p.m. and awakened to see flames. | 
Chamberlain .reported his house 
was insured, said firemen. 

The fire department reported 
early Saturday that no one was 
injured at the scene. They said, 
the trucks left the station at 10:40 
p.m. and returned at 12:02 a.m. 
Engines 1 and 3 were used, and 
a line laid from a nearby hydrant., 


Fireman sprays water onto partition to 
check a gas-fired blaze at the animal hospital 
of Dr. H. Hugh Quimby of 175' Woodstock Ave. 
Wednesday. Fire Chief Alfred He Koltonski said 
the fire probably was caused because of im- 


proper insulation between the new crematory 
(left) and partition. The crematory was being 
used for the first time. Animals in the building 
escaped Injury from fire and smoke as the 
flames were quickly extinguished. 
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Leaking Gas 
Flares, Two 
Cars Singed 


Gasoline leaking from a car 
being repaired aL Ferland's''Cities 
.Service Station at N* Main St, 
and Woodstock Ave* was given 
as the cause by city police for a 
^momentarily spectacular fire 
-which raged at the station for 
jseveral minutes after 10:52 a.m. 
* Tuesday* 

} The flames enveloped tho car 
under repair and a second car in 
; the adjacent work bay/ Engines 
U, 2, 3 and tlie ladder truck 
‘brought city firemen who had the 
fire In control and relumed to 
,thc station by 11:22 am, No! 
injuries were reported* 

Abide For land, proprietor or 
the station, was unable to esti¬ 
mate the amount of damage to 
either the station or the two auto- 
‘mobiles, but a cursory inspection 
^Tuesday afternoon revealed that 
the glass in the,roll-up work hay 
(doors was completely out* Fer- 
dand said that he believed that 
the damage was covered by in¬ 
surance* 

; , Fori and * was also unable to 
give the names of the owners of 
the two cars. He' told the Herald 
dhe work sheets on the vehicles 
«had been lost in the blaze. Clean¬ 
up at the station continued into 
late Tuesday evening. 


, * j ur/ y C 

City Firemen 
Contain Blaze 



Among the bond proposals facing the voters 
of Rutland CUy In the March 5 elections is the 
$25,000 request from the fire department for 
repairing the main fire station* Pictured above 
are Fire Chief Alfred It, Knllanskl, < right! mid 
fireman John Kent, showing the narrowness of 


Herald Photo - Jackson 
one of the doors through which firctnicks have 
to enter and leave. They hope for a widening of 
two doors for safety** sake* Part of, the pro¬ 
posed money would go for remodeling on the 
Inside* Firemen are dreaming of the day when 
they wilt have a brand new fire* station. 


_ 
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Store Fire 
Is Shrouded 
In Mystery 


A fire in the attic of the LeFran- 
cois & Chamberland auto supply 
store at 37 Strongs Ave, Sunday 
night was not due to natural, 
causes, in the opinion of at least 
one city official Monday, But 
locaLiaw officers continued what 
they termed an “intensive inves* 
ligation,*' and nobody was saying 
very much, 

“As far as my investigation is 
concerned, I have eliminated all 
natural causes,** said Fire Chief 
Alfred H, Koltonski, who in his 
role as city fire marshal request¬ 
ed a study by the office of the 
state fire marshal But that was 
as far as he would go. 

The state investigators appar¬ 
ently did not get to Rutland Mon¬ 
day but the local Criminal Inves¬ 
tigation Division of the city po¬ 
lice worked on the problem all 
day, according to Police Chief 
John L* Dinn* 

Neither the chief nor the divi¬ 
sion head, Lt. William Murpty* 
would say where their investiga¬ 
tion was leading* The chief said 
he expected also to wait until the 
state fire marshal's man had 
come to tho scene. 


i<u me concmion 01 the Store & 
owner. Oliver LeFrancois, 67. of 
40 Highland Ave., was listed as 
"satisfactory'* by bis physician. 
LeFrancois suffered second-de¬ 
cree burns of the face, arms, 
ncclt. chest and back. 

.City firemen said they found 
him with the shirt burned from 
his back when they arrived at 
the store about II p.m. Sunday. 
He was nished to the hospital by 
police cruiser. 


JULY SO, 1001. 


To Kitchen 


An dl range exploded Sunday 
at B:43 p.m* at 95 State St*, while | 
the occupant of the apartment! 
there, Frank Dunn, was refilling I 
it, and dty firemen responded in' 
Engines X, 2, 3 and the ladder 
truck* Neither Dunn or anyone 
else was injured, however. 

Hie general alarm was sound¬ 
ed* Firemen were able to contain 
the blaze to the kitchen* The 
apartment, on the second floor* 
was damaged by heavy smoke 
which crept into the surrounding 
apartments in the building. 

Scores of onlookers were on 
hand, brought to the scene by the 
fire whistle* Firemen returned to 
the station an hour and live min¬ 
utes later* 


Granger St. 
Family Flees 
Midnight Fire 


A family with five small chil¬ 
dren and an elderly man appar¬ 
ently escaped serious injury, but 
their home was badly wrecked, 
when a fire broke out early Tues¬ 
day at 159 Granger St* here, 

The family of Jerome King, Jn-j 
eluding youngsters who are 6, 4 r 
2 and 10 months, fled shortly be¬ 
fore l ajn. as flames burst out 
somewhere in the cellar* 

An ambulance stood by to rush 
the children to Rutland Hospital/ 
but only the youngest, James 
King, 10 months, was treated 
for smoke inhalation, and then 
released. 

City Fireman Gerald Lloyd 
groped through the thick smoke 
in the dark house to lead Vernon 
Quelch, 75, to safety, He refused 
to go to the hospital, according 
to preliminary reports, because, 
he was unable to save his trous¬ 
ers* He was taken to the home 
of a neighbor, Martin Casey* 

The two-story frame house Is 
owned by Theodore J, Kieffer of 
Rutland, It was occupied by Mrs. 
Nellie King, and tho family of her 
son Jerome, Quelch is her broth-, 
er* A visitor, Emmett Slade of 
Wallingford- was reported unih- 
jured. 

Firemen were still subduing the 
flames at 3 a.m. Tuesday, but the 
first reports said the house was 
extensively damaged. The thick 
amoke hampered firefighters* The 
Kings lost most of their clothing 
and furniture. 


Second Fire 
Hits House At 
ranger St. 


FircsSmouldcr! 
In Chair, Shed,; 
Chicken Coop 



, nra broke out'a second time 
«tr Tuesday at 159 Granger 
It, md firefighters who thought 
0m had subdued it the first 
minded a general alarm 
a«i tailed all available help to 
tot Wife. 

ft m dawn before they were 
til* to call it quits. 

1 Vm family of Mrs. Nellie King, 
torttattn g five small children, 
chtor father, end two other men, 
0k toeaped when the first fire 
Mha out about 1 a.m. 

Flnsnea gave credit to the 
tttfear, Jerome King, for saving 
to* lives of his youngsters* He 
rm outside when smoke poured 
through the house, smashed a 
todroom window and hustled all 
tot young ones to safety, one by 
«**. The oldest was six, the 
jraungeat 10 months old* 

After the family had been 
evacuated, firemen put out the 
blaze, which was believed to 
have started in the basement* 
They returned to the station 
shortly before 3 a*m. 

About 3:40 a.m. a police cruiser 
on River St* Bridge saw the home 
ablaze again* “It looked like a 
Christmas tree," an officer said* 
This time the fire whistle sound¬ 
ed the general alarm, bringing 
call firemen to the scene* They 
battled through dense oily smoke 
io get at flames in partitions of 
the r two-story frame dwelling. 

At one time water was so deep 
an the kitchen floor they had to 
chop a hole to let it run into the 
cellar* Scores of people wakened 


| The RiiUnnrL Fire waOj 

„ vailed mi*r tin* un-kr-n«1 In fnw| 
ifl ft t lih km ;i Oi^d, h rii.il [ 

mu! t hiilr nt%tanfi. whI ft 
ilube alarm mul n fimllev* rail. \ 
A hw um‘,| nt) (hr 

4 Uirkrn ewip, ,1 liEuyj- M +U s\ 

Main Si in il l."* pm. Sat mi day.,j 
Vhivt Atfii-il II Mi«| tin* | 

fire win '‘prolMlily *ct by N*yn/M 
After n false alarm issuing Um\ 1 
box (U at Uw corner uf Granger 
fta*l I Main Hn At 12’44 it m* Son-1 
day, firemen riiingubihrtl a Abed 
brr u\ m Minin ft* 111 1 ih a m > 
A quantity of newspaperi w;n tiiri 

only lav*, firemen ,vnn|, 

A! IJklto p Sum My n moRrtM 
iind choir cushion were damaged 
In the Evelyn $L Apb 1 findnci f, 
3. nod l lie Mdder Inrrk Answered 
liw call * 

A first report said there wax 
a chimney fire M 37 Kim St, Sim-, 
day at 4:45 p,m* hut firemen, 
found no work upon their arrival* f 


by llie w'histle watched firefight¬ 
ers stalking through the- smoke* 
casting eerie shadows iif the 
glare of huge spotlights set up 
about the scene. 

There was no estimate of dam¬ 
age to the structure, which is 
owned by Theodore J. Kieffer* 
The Kings lost most of their 
clothing and furnishings* They 
were staying with friends on 
Prospect St* later Tuesday, 


A m Syppty 

Stone Owner 
Here Burned 

VW __ ’• 

jfy, ,J* 

Olivier li^-ancois. about so. of 
Highland Ale., Rutland, suffered 
severe bums Sunday night at a 
fire whinb broke out in the attic 
of his autb supply store on Strongs 
Ave, 

LeFrancois was reported in 
satisfactory condition at Rutland 
f Hospital early Monday. His phy- 
! sician said the man had extensive 
! second-degree burns on the face, 
right arm* neck, *cbcst and hands, 
City firemen said they came 
upon LeFrancois in the second 
story of the LeFrancois k Cham¬ 
berland auto wholesale supply 
store at 37 Strongs Ave* They 
had been called to fhe scene by 
an unknown man on the telephone 
about 11 p.m., they said. 

They said ^LeFrancois s sister* 
,Miss Florida^ LeFrancois* was! 
with him at the time. His shirt 
had been burned off* firemen re¬ 
ported, 

They promptly took him down¬ 
stairs to a police cruiser and 
whisked him to the hospital. 

The fire was confined to a small 
portion of the flooring in the at¬ 
tic above the second story, said 
Fire Chief Alfred H* Koltonski* 

It was easily put out with a boost¬ 
er line* 

Firemen said the blaze did little’ 
damage, and they immediately 
asked for an investigation to de¬ 
termine Its cause* Members of 
the Local Criminal -Investigation 
Division were studying the cir¬ 
cumstances early Monday and 
representatives from the state fire 
marshal were expected to be at 
hand later in tho day. 
































































Four fire engines fought the 
flames. Firemen managed to con¬ 
tain the fire to the downstairs and 
second floor bathrooms. The 
Bradish and Bratu apartments 
were heavily damaged by smoke 
and water. 

Three engines returned to the 
station at 6:05 a.m. and one was 
left at the scene to prevent any 
further outbreak. . 

The building is owned by Rosa¬ 
rio Lemmo and Vincenzo Sangri- 
gali, both of Rutland, according 
to the reports of fire officials. 

Firemen listed the following in 
the building at the time of the 
blaze: 

Mrs. Peters, Mattsoft, Mrs. Tur¬ 
ner, Bradish, Mrs. Bratu, Beau¬ 
regard, Mrs. Fox, Ray Finch. 
Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds and the 
six Reynolds children, Ralph, 14. 
Roland, 12, Heather, 10, Nancy, 8, 
Danny. 5, and Robert, 2. Nancy 
Reynolds cut her foot in the ex¬ 
citement. . 

The Reynolds family were tak¬ 
en to the city farm and given tem¬ 
porary quarters. They reportedly 
had found another home on Co¬ 
lumbian Ave. and were in the 
process of moving there on Wed¬ 
nesday. 

Chief Koltonski said, "We were 
very fortunate that no lives were 
lost in the fire. We always figur¬ 
ed we would have a fatality «if 
that building ever caught fire." 

The chief had high praise for 
the police as well as those in 
his own department, for "quick 
and courageous action in the 
rescue and firefighting." 

Herald photo—Wild Firemen reported one appre- 

Flreman Jack Seward and Patrolman George Packard give r « S j den if^„| hC #Uo Uil cHn 8 

first aid to Mrs. Lena Peters, overcome by smoke in fire at 138 ins,s ted on entering the .till- 
Strongs Ave. early Wednesday. In background are Stanley Beaure- 5,710 premises to retrieve two 
gard, who helped drag others to,*afety> and Fire Capt. James quarts of beer from underneath 
j lice ^ r a mattress. The department de- 

_ \ . dined an offer to share it. 

\ Mrs. Peters was carried out of Later in the morning. Stanley 

0*C A Vf* the flames b y Fireman Richard Pockette of 202 S. Main St., 
^ v Lovett, who had discovered her who had been with Beauregard 
# Jj' - unconscious on a bed on the first prior to the fire, was discovered 

Xh ifp \/fn floor. asleep on one of the couches in 

JP 11 C XVJLcIJa.Co She was revived by a resusd* the recently burned building. Ap- 

tator and treated at the hospital parently, he had entered the 
1 T T 1 ^°r smoke poisoning. She was re- building seeking a little rest after 

pv I—I nmP PQQ ported in good condition Wednes* the excitement had subsided. 
-LW -L day n ight. Fii'emen checking the bumed- 

Mnttson also was in satisfadory out room of the first floor apart- 
condition. according to his phy- ment found Pockette at 6:30 a.m. 
c i n i sidan. He suffered first and sec- and took him to Rutland Hospital, 

Several UverCOme by <>n*d degree burns of the face, since he appeared to be partly 

Smoke Rescued bv Po- arnis ^ hack * 31,(1 a lac€ration overcome by fumes. 

.. * of the right forearm. 



lice, Firemen. 


n.v DICK NOIITON 
Two persons were hospitalized 
and at least three others injured 
as fire swept a three-story wood¬ 
en tenement at 138 Strongs Ave. 
early Wednesday. 

A total of 16 perspns. including 
a family of eight, were left home¬ 
less by the blaze, whicly reported¬ 
ly started in the bathroom of a 
ground floor resident, 

Bradish. 

Mrs. Julia Fox. who lived alone 
in a southern first-floor apartment, 
said she was awakened by the 
crackling of the flames, and ran 
next door in her nightclothes to 
awaken a neighbor, Andrew Em¬ 
ery of 136 Strongs Ave. Emery 
called Rutland police at 4:05 a.m. 
and said the building next door 
was "all afire." 

While desk Sgt. Samuel Gorruso 
notified firemen, Patrolmen Eu¬ 
gene Roussil. George Packard 
and Robert Ballou raced to the 
scene. The policemen, assisted by 


Fire Chief Alfred H. Holton- 
ski reconstructed the fire in the 
following sequence: 

Mattson, who was staying at 
Bradish’s apartment, apparently 
dropped a match or cigarette ac¬ 
cidentally on the floor of the 
first floor lavatory," thq chief 
said. Bradish said there were 
boxes of combustible material 
stored in the bathroom. 

The flames drove Mattson, clad 
only in a shirt, out of the bath- 
George room, and he attempted to open 
the front door. 

While groping for the doorknob, 
he smashed his fist through the 
door window, cutting his forearm. 
Then he went back to the Bradish 
apartment to put on some trous¬ 
ers. Evidently Mattson passed 
out in the room from loss of blood, 
since firemen found him on the 
floor by his bed. 

Meanwhile the flames shot up 
thfough the bathroom ceiling to 
the second and third floor of the 
structure. Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Reynolds and their six children 
were asleep on the second story. 
Mrs. Reynolds awakened by 


an overnight guest at the house, 

Stanley Beauregard, 27, of Bridge-L , , n . . 

nnrf f!nnn ran through fhn ^he SOUnd Of the flaiDCS Ctied 

My God, the building is on fire." 
The family made their way 


^ . _ the 

smoke to the third floor, rescuing 
Mrs. Pauline Turner from her 
smoke-filled room. Gasping and 
panicky, she was led outside, and 
was pronounced all right by a 
doctor. 

In the midst of the smoke and 
confusion, Rutland police and fire¬ 
men did an amazing job in pre 
venting a fatality in the blaze. 

Firemen, arriving three minutes 
after the signal was flashed, 
sounded a general alarm at 4:12 on ®‘ shoe - 
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through the choking fumes to a 
front window and a porch facing 
Strongs Ave. 

From there they were able to 
climb over a railing and down the 
stairs leading from an apartment 
occupied by Mrs. Joseph Bratu. 

Mrs. Bratu came out of the burn¬ 
ing house wearing a red robe and 


a.m. They rescued several people •apartment was mined by 
from the burning building, j n . the and two pet parakeets 


eluding Mrs. Lena Peters, w.-. 
and Uno Mattson, 52, both otf m “ 1C mormn S- 
whom were rushed to Rutland 
Hospital. 


were found dead in their cages 


Maze in Ri.bbish Dock 
Smokes U ) Ames Store 

A blare in th# rubbish dock In 
the back o ( the Ames Depart¬ 
ment Store summoned three 
engines of the Rutland Fire Dept, 
to the building at 5 p.m. Wednes¬ 
day. Rutland firemen reported. 

.Although the automatic sprin¬ 
kler system had been set off. two 
booster lines were used to ex¬ 
tinguish the flames, which did 
some damage to the rafters and 
roof boarding. 

- A moderate amount of smoke 
went into the main part of the 
store, and the smoke ejectors 
were used to clear the air, fire¬ 
men staled 
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Firemen Edward Do!to, Richard Barron and £harles Taylor 
struggle to pull a heavy hose into the blazing Bee Hive as water 
from firemen working on the roof pours down on them. The fire 
was still out of control when this photo w as taken. Barron was la¬ 
ter overcome with smoke. 



ft 4 V L / i^O 

Vacant House Burtis 

On Post Rd. at 5 A.M. 

A ▼»cant story and a half frame 
-to the ground early 


Tuesday morning, but city fire¬ 
men saved a nearby garage. 

The houae. owned by Gladys 
La Valley of Burlington, accord¬ 
ing to firemen, lit up the sky "like 
a beacon" from the Post Rd. ap- 
* halfway between 


ties. 7 and 4. 

Firemen went to the blaze about 
5 a.m. after receiving a deluge 
of calls, but flames had already 
pierced the roof by the time they 
arrived and they were forced to 
settle for saving the garage 

A host .of deer hunters and a 
few early - risers were attracted 
to the scene, they added. 


A weary Fireman Don Moore f slumps to the ground after al¬ 
most being overcome with smoke in the back wing of the Be# 
Hive. Moore was one of the first men to enter the building, b#» 
for^much of the thick smoke had left the structure. 


Fire Damages Rondeau's 
Moving Picture Outfit 

Fire caused extensive damage 
to a second floor room and mov¬ 
ing picture equipment stored 
there in the home of Emile Ron¬ 
deau of 31 Lincoln Ave. Saturday 
at 9:21 a.m., according to city 
firemen. 

Rondeau said he was awakened 
by the smell of smoke. 

Alfred H. Koltonski, fire chief, 
said he believed the fire was 
caused by a defective extension 
cord. 

On Sunday at 4:15 p.m. an over¬ 
heated pipe aarf* chimney for a 
wood stove caused minor damage 
in the home of A1 Farrar of lot 
Part Ave. 
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Herald photo—Jackson 
Rutland firemen William OTlourke (left) and Francis Walsh 
watch their colleague Richard Battles climb Rutland's aerial 
ladder Friday during the final class of the firemen'# school this 
week conducted by Capt, Philip Renta of the Brookline (Mass.) 
Fire Dept The men were familiarized with modem method# of 
fire fighting during Ihr week. 


Firefighters 
Here Today 


State Convention Scheduled 
for Weekend, Parade to| 
Be Sunday, 

Rutland will be host to the 
73rd Vermont State Fire Fight¬ 
ers Assn,* annual convention and 
parade Saturday and Sunday with 
firemen and fire fighting equip¬ 
ment pouring into the city from 
all over the state* and from New 
Hampshire, New York and Mass,, 
Rutland Fire Chief Alfred H. 
Koltonski reported Friday. 

He said the convention will 
open Saturday at 10 a m. with 
registration at the Hotel Bard' 
well. At 1:30 pm the conven¬ 
tion will open at the Rutland 
High School with a joint session 
^ the Fire Fighters afstv. and 
The Ladps Auxiliary. ] 

President Carmi Duso of Enos- 
burg Falls will give the opening 
remarks, with the invocation 
being given by the Rev. Olof 
C. Johnson of Castled on, Follow¬ 
ing the prayer. Mayor John J. 
Daley of Rutland will welcome 
the delegates to the city. 

Following a recess, the business 
session will begin with a call to 
order by the president, 

The annual banquet will be held 
at Nmirse Hall starting at 7 p.m 
at the Episcopal Church on 
Church St. After the banquet 
will be an Illustrated lecture, on 
"Flight to the Bouom of the 
World/' by Danny McKay. 

On Sunday, the parade* com 
slstlng of about three or four 
bands along with the firemen and 
equipment from the four slate 
area, will begin marching at 
pm Hie parade will form at 
Madison St. and South Main St 
The route will be Madison St to 
Strongs Ave„ to Wales St., to 
West St, to Merchants Row and 
back to the fire station. The 
parade line will be formed at 
12:30 pm 

'On Sunday at 10 am. and at 
2 pm will be sports events at 
the depot parking lot, with the 
various departments competing. 
At 4 pm, in front of the Hotel 
Bardwell the parade trophies will 
be presented by Lt Gov. Ralph 
Foote. More sports contests will 
follow the presentation of trophy#. 
There will also be a demonstra¬ 
tion of the famous Godiva Fire 
Pump Saturday and Sunday after¬ 
noon. 






























Louras Body Shop Burns, 
Smoke Towers Over City 


One Car Destroyed in Shed, 
Building Is Total Loss, 
Traffic Badly Jammed. 


A general - alarm fire which 
lifted a pillar of black and yel¬ 
low smoke above the city destroy¬ 
ed the Nick Louras Body Shop on 
9 Sheldon Place Tuesday eve¬ 
ning. 

The Rutland Fire department 
received the call at 7; 45 and rush¬ 
ed four engines to the scene. Six 
minutes later they had hooked up 
three hoses and had extinguished 
the worst part of the blaze. "You 
can write that down in any 
book!" one fireman on call duty 
was quoted as saying. 

The fire, believed by Chief Al¬ 
fred H. Koltonski to have been 
ignited by an explosion in the oil 
burner, was made even more po¬ 
tent by the presence of combus¬ 
tible paints, lacquers and oils in 
the paint shop. 

An added hazard presented to 
firemen was the. explosion of a 
knee number of paint and lac¬ 
quer cans- No men were injured, 

however. 

After die major part of the 
blaze had been doused, thick bil¬ 
lows of smoke spread ever a perl- 


Firemen Buttle Blaze 
In Mold Basement 


f //d / w 


A number of firemen were driv¬ 
en out of the building to catch a 
breafti of air after being nearly 
overcome by the smoke. 

Koltonski said 34 firemen fought 
the blaze until it was officially 
pronounced out at 9:15 p.m. 

The chief estimated the dam-* 
age as about $7,000 Co Che budd¬ 
ing alone. One car inside the shop 
was destroyed. Three cars outside 
were badly scorched by the in¬ 
tense heat and damage to the 
four totalled about $3,000. 

The one-story frame building is 
owned by Ralph Brown of Rut¬ 
land. 

Six policemen ivere busily oc¬ 
cupied by a traffic jam that close¬ 
ly resembled South Main St. dur¬ 
ing Fair Week. The fire whistle 
drew hundreds of curious specta¬ 
tors. 

Firemen had returned from a 
blaze at the Rutland Fire Clay Co. 
less than an hour before they re¬ 
ceived the general alarm. 

They were further harried by a 
call to the corner of Grove St. 
and State St. r where they extin¬ 
guished a smoldering incinerator 
at 9:44 p. in* 

The department then returned 
to the normal routine of a fire¬ 
man's day when a truck was call¬ 
ed out to the corner of Wood- 
alflwn atwvut 10 n. m. 


Rutland Oty firemen ball led a 
Man* m the* basement of the, 
White Birdi Mold at 41 North 
yum St, fnr about .TO minute*' 
Tviesday morning More dousing 

it. 

Delayed ignition m an ceHm , 
race started ihe blare, theorized’ 
firemen, udro arrived on the scene 
about Sam. 

Lsicg three booster lines franifl 
Engin** l, 2 and 4 and a I me 
frrrrrt «i hydrant, firemen mulct¬ 
ed damage to the fcascnvm af the 
structure. 

The cellar reding, floor and 
wiring and water pipes in that, 
area were damaged. 


Repair Shop 
Off Allen St. 
Burns Down 


Ware Trosel. 43. and hi* Kim, 
Jerry. IS. were given fird aid! 
for burns Tuesday hy city fire- 
i men afJer their repair shop near ' 
Allen Si, was consumed by flames 
at midday, firemen said 

The shop, a frame budding only 
about 10 tiy 12 feel, was left a 
pile of charred wreckage Lml T 
firemen said, were many tools. 
Ashing equipment and a new out' 
board motor. 

The father and son were burn' 
ed when they at templed to jtave 
some of the tools, according to 
firemen, who said the younger! 
Troxe) rolled in the snow to pul 
out flamrs on his clothing. Fire¬ 
men said the burns were not 
seVere. 

Capt. Ralph Roan of the Fire 
Dept, said the blaze began when 
fumes from ’’an inflammable 
liquid" which was being used to 
clean tools were ignited by a 
kerosene heater. 

He said the budding in the rear 
of the Allen St, trailer park was 
completely in name* shortly be¬ 
fore t pm. when firemen arrived. 

Capt, Bean said the men, who 
repaired hydraulic Jacks, “had 
a nice Mtle business there " 


'Smoky I-'irc Singes Shed 
1 HrliituI Salvation Army 


Sparks from an incinerator Ig- 
Milnl u lean !u In bark of ihe Saj- 
wdmu Army building at 32 Mer- 
rhiint* How Tuesriny evening, calb 
f n)g liHiil firefighter* out about 7 

P m 

Smoke was pouring info the 
street when three trucks from 
Station 1 came dashing up, but 
the fire was put out with two 
booster line* before there was 
Jjany damage outside th* ihed. 
v Th* structure contained Iba 111* 
shelter used by the Salvation 
'si Army during the Chmlmai tea 
h arm on Merchant* Row, It was 
slightly damaged by smoke and 
water. 

The fire Wit out by 7-45 p m, 
Firemen said on incinerator not 
far from ibr shed had been used 
to burn some paper* earlier in 
the day and spark* probably 
landed in the ihed. 


Fireman Edward DaJlo hacks away at Hoof p 
second floor of the Ben Hive to route out the last 
general alarm blaze that swept through the wing, C 
H. Koltonski stated (bat he believed the flames or!* 
some wiring tmdej this spot. 
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Members of the Rutland Fire Department 
enter the smoke filled, fire gutted building which 
was the Nick Louras Body Shop at 9 Sheldon 
FL The department was notified of the blaze at 


Herald photo—Courcelle 
7:45 p* m. Tuesday, and a general alarm was 
sounded two minutes later. Damage was esti¬ 
mated at close to #10,000 including damage to 
five cars. Cat; Jo left was one of those destroyed. 


Fire, Water Hit 
Beehive Building 


Old Stable, Used as Store¬ 
house in 'Rear, Is Burn¬ 
ed Out. 


By FllANK KYPER 

Fast work by Rutland firemen 
extinguished a dangerous general 
alarm blaze in the rear af Burke's 
Garage and the Bee Hive clothing 
■lore m Willow St. Wednesday 
evening. Three firemen were 
overcome by smoke. 

Patrolman Glenn G. Coltcy re¬ 
ported seeing smoke and flames 
pouring from the frame structure 
at 7:45 p.m. while on his heal. 
Within three minutes, Fire Chief 
Alfred H, Koltonski arrived at 
the scene and ordered a general 
alarm. 

* Thirty-seven firemen rushed to 
the scene as rapidly as possible. 
All regular men, off-duty men and 
call men were summoned. 

The fire apparently started in 
an electric junction box in l he 
two-story wing in the rear of the 
building, Chief Koltonski report¬ 
ed. He stated the wiring was not 
new. 

The flames flared up through 
the wall-board partitions on the 
second floor clothing storage room 
and were eating through the roof 
of the wing when firemen arrived. 


Flames and heavy smoke were 
also reported on the third and: 
fourth floors of the main portion; 
of the barn-like structure. 

An automatic sprinkler system 
in the Guiding went off almost 
at the same moment that firemen 
started to spray the flames with 
their hoses. 

Billowing clouds of smoke amd 
steam held firemen at a distance 
momentarily, but ladders were 
soon erected on the west side of 
the wing in the alley beside Fish¬ 
man's and firemen hacked through 
the thin wood wall with axes. The 
first firemen to enter the budd¬ 
ing reported heavy smoke, anti 
oxygen masks were worn by the 
! men following them. 


Four hose lines were run to 
the fire. A momentary dxfficuUy 
ensued when one underground 
pipe to a Willow 5L hydrant 
broke and sent water rushing! 
out around its base. There was 
almost four inches of water along} 
one side of Willow St. before the 
water was turned off. 

Willow and Edson Sts. were 
roped off by Rutland police. 

After a half hour of furious: 
hacking and spraying by the fire¬ 
men, the flames were brought 
under control about 8:30 p.m. TM 
firemen continued to search for 
sparks and burning embers for, 
another hour before returning to 
the station. 

Three firemen were overcome 
by smoke in the course of the' 
struggle, and were taken to the 
fire station for treatment by Dr. 
Gordon B. Smith. 

Richard Barron, his brother, 
James, and Don Ward were ex¬ 
pected to recover without hos¬ 
pitalization. Dr. Smith reported 
they were not seriously affected. 
A number of other firemen were 
given oxygen at the scene, 
Robert Burke, one' of the own¬ 
ers of the structure, stated that 
it would probably take several 
days to estimate the extent of the 
damage. He stated that water 
and smoke apparently did the 
most harm. 

The value of 14 automobiles in 
the garage, eight of them new, 
wiU be depreciated, Burke staled. 
All the smoke can never be re¬ 
moved from the upholstery. 
Clothing stored on the upper 
floors of the building bore the 
brunt of the damage, Burke add¬ 
ed. Shirts, overcoats and oilier 
clothing was soaked. 

Burke said that he expected that 
he would probably tear the struc¬ 
ture down, which he estimated 
was over, myoara old, or¬ 
iginally a livery stable, , 

Chief Koltonski Vstated f th#»t ft 
was the worst blaze in the heart 
of the city since the Wonder Store 
burned three or four years ago, 
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Crewmen of the Rutland Fire Department 
gaze up to the charred section of a house owned 
by Percy P. Wood at 115 Lincoln Ave. The fire. 
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which broke out Sunday afternoon, caused a 
general alarm to which four fire trucks re¬ 
sponded. 


Firemen Halt Blaze on Lincoln Ave. 


General Alarm Fire Scorch¬ 
es Rear Sections of TWo- 
Story Structure. 


Rutland City firemen used axes, 
oxygen masks, a smoke ejector 
and six hose lines to battle inte¬ 
rior flames at the home of David 
Muhlburg, 115 Lincoln Ave., Sun¬ 
day afternoon. 

The fire whistle blew an alarm 
to call all off-duty firemen. 

Engines 1, 2 and 3 were dis¬ 
patched to the scene at 2:31 p.m. 
to combat the fire in the two-story 
wood frame structure, owned by 
Percy P. Wood. 

The fire, which- started in the 


back shed of the ground floor 
apartment and burned its way 
into the attic of the unoccupied 
second floor apartment, was 
fought by 26 firemen for one hour 
and 14 minutes, amid a heavy con¬ 
centration of smoke. 

Asst. Fire Chief Ralph Bean, 
stated the cause of the fire has 
not been determined. 

Bean said actual fire damage 
was restricted to the attic and 
hack shed but these areak were 
heavily charred and some of the 
partitions were smashed open to 
get at the internal fires. 

Firemen, who returned to the 
station at 4:13 p.m., reported 
Muhlburg was the only resident 




and that he escaped Apparent in¬ 
jury. 

Firemen quickly extinguished a 
fire at the home of Mrs. Marjorie 
L. Olrtoy of 136 Pearl St. at 12:45 
a.m. Sunday with a booster line. 

Asst. Chief Bean said Mrs. 
Olney and her two young chil¬ 
dren fled their second floor apart¬ 
ment apparently uninjured when 
a flooded oil burner ignited the 
floor and flails of the living room. 

Bean stated serious injury 
could have resulted if Mrs. Olney 
had panicked for there was only 
one exit and that was near the 
flaming walls and floor. 

Engines 1 and 3 returned to 
the station at 1:15 a.m. 


By MERLE F. JACKSON JR. 

Flames towered into city 
skies Wednesday night as a 
quick-spreading garage fire 
off Maple St., brought out city 
fire fighters in a general 
alarm and curious crowds of 
sensation seekers who swarm¬ 
ed eagerly to the scene. 

Of unknown origin, the blaze 
raced through the wooden two- 
car structure, located behind 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hayden Bride of 115 Maple 
St. 

Shortly after 8 p.m., the 
general alarm whistle sound¬ 
ed eerily throughout the city. 
Even then the flames could 
he seen from blocks away as 
smoke clouds drifted into the 
nearby downtown business 
district. 

Working efficiently, fire 
crews directed by Fire Chief 
Alfred H. Koltonski, kept the 
flames from igniting the 
Bride home. When the fire 
was brought under control, 
the garage was a gutted 
structure and a car inside the 
building destroyed. 

The Brides and their four 
children first knew of the fire 
when a neighbor telephoned, 


saying "Your bam Is on fire." 
The family had been watching 
"Wagon Train" on television. 

Despite the efficient efforts 
of firemen, battling the fire in 
zero temperatures over ex¬ 
tremely slippery ice covered 
ground, the building .was a 
■ total loss. 

Bride said his 1957 car was 
ruined. He said an upstairs 
tenant, Raymond Cooper, was 
able to save a 1956 vehicle. 
Cpoper's car however receiv¬ 
ed scorched paint damage. 

Bride said further he lost 
three lawn mowers, three chil¬ 
dren’s bicycles. 15 square feet 
of housing siding and five 
aluminum windows, and tile. 

The owner told Chief Alfred 
H. Koltonski he had no idea 
how the fire started. He also 
had no idea of a total dam¬ 
age figure. 

Bride told Chief Koltonski 
there was no electricity m 
the garage. He said there had 
been a rubbish fire in a bar¬ 
rel outside the garage just 
before the fire. However, 
Bride said. "It could not have 
started from there, since there 
were no sparks from the bar¬ 
rel." 



Fnglne 2 from the Rutland Fire Dept., 
alongside the ruins of the Clifford Malcolm 
home In Mill Village. A fire which reportedly 
started in the kitchen, ravaged the house Satur- 
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day morning. Firemen were dispatched back to 
the scene Sunday afternoon to extlnquish 
smoulderings In the basement. The family was 
en route to Connecticut. > 


Mill Village Home Smoulders 
Long After Spectacular Fire 


Firemen were still at the 
wrecked home of Clifford D. Mal¬ 
colm of. MiH Village Sunday after¬ 
noon, putting out small fires that 
,*smouldered in the debris. 

1 The house was considered by 
Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski "a 
total loss" after an early Satur¬ 
day morning fire. 

1 Chief Koltonski 


Maple St. Fire Lights Skies 


Bride expressed an opinion 
it might have had something 
to do with his car. He doubted 
if insurance would cover the 
total loss. 

In the midst of the fire 

battle, a gas tank exploded 
causing* the crowd to draw 
back anxiously. 

Firemen were hampered by 
hydrant trouble. A nearby 
hydrant had been knocked 
over by a car recently. An¬ 
other hydrant had frozen and 
it took some time to draw 
water from that location. 

Brought into use later was 
a hydrant located on adjacent 
Library Ave. Bride, himself, 
had tried to fight the fire with 
a garden hose before crews 
arrived. 

In the midst of the confu¬ 
sion, two off-duty city police¬ 
men attempting to keep 
crowds out of the way of fire¬ 
men, got doused by hose 
spray. 



d the cause 
>of the fire is still ♦hete^ermined, 
'"but it probably began in the 
•kitchen of the house, mushroom- 
ling between the partitions up in- 
:to the attic." 

The fire was reported by Russ 
Smith’s garage after flames were 
noticed about 8:45 a.m. Saturday, 
licking through the roof. 

I Firemen said by the time they 
! arrived the whole roof had caved 
in. But they were able to save a 
garage m the^rear bniy four feet 
from the house, and the* •down¬ 
stairs - furniture. «• The upstairs 
furnitore_was_badljrjdarqgiatdJ^ 


fire and water, Chief Koltonski 
said. 

The Malcolm family had left 
Saturday morning for a vacation 
in Connecticut, were recognized 
by state police in Chester and 
notified to return. 

The family is staying with 
friends in Rutland. The house was 
only partially insured, said .Chief 
Koltonski. I 

Water was pumped from East 
Creek through 1,150 feet of hose, 
in battling the blaze, stated the. 
chief. It was nearly noon before 
the fire was brought under con¬ 
trol. - ./] 


Shed Burned and Garage 
Scorched by Main St. Fire 

When four city fine engine* ar¬ 
rived at 107 S. Main SI. Sutur* 
day about 10 a. rn. a abed at 
the rear of that address wa* al 
most completely engulfed in 
flames and fire had spread to 
the roof of a garage at 100 S. 
Main. 

City firemen used two booster 
lines and laid a line from a hy¬ 
drant. The shed was considered 
a total lots but the garage was 
saved. • M 

At 1:15 p. m. Saturday firemen 
extinguished a grass fire at Gran¬ 
ger St. Sunday, shortly after 11 
a. m.. they received a call from 
Granger St., but the alarm prov 
ed to be false. 



















































Frank Rise 
Dies at 65 


Commissioner of Public 
Works Was 111 at Hospi¬ 
tal for Month, 


Frank H Rice. 63, Cormrussi on¬ 
er of Public Works for the City of 
Rutland for the past six years, 
died at the Rutland Hospital Fri¬ 
day morning after a month's ill¬ 
ness. 

Born in 1897 in West Rutland, 
he was the son of Patrick and 
Mary Ann (.Lap way ) Rice. He at¬ 
tended schools in West Rutland, 
St Peter's Commercial School 
and Rutland High Sdwl where 



FRANK L. RICE 

he distinguished himself as ao| 
outstanding athlete. His sports 
ability was carried to Norwich 
University and Catholic Univer¬ 
sity in Washington, D r C. 

While at Rutland High School 
Rice was a four-letter man, rarely 
seen now. After his coliege years 
he was a noted ball player in the 
setti-pro leagues in Montreal 
Reluming to Rutland, he was 
employed for many years in the 
city engineer's office and served 
on the Rutland Fire Dept. 17 
years. He also served as party 
chief for the Central Vermont 
Rural Electrification for five 
years. 

He was active as city engineer 
under the terms of Commissioners 
Eriwird Crowley and Peter Wag¬ 
ner 

Si: years ago. Rice stepped into 
the commissioner's position upon 
the termination of Wagner s office 
During his administration, he dis¬ 
tinguished himself nationally as 
the author of several technical ar¬ 
ticles which were published in the 
National Public Works Magazine. 

Rice's pet project was the city's 
sewage disposal project. He also 
strongly favored soil cement 
roads, which he considered an 
economical and durable method 
of road construction, 

A registered professional civil 
engineer. Rice was a member of 
the New England Water Pollution 
Control Assn.: the New England 
Waterworks Assn, and the Rutland 
Engineer Society. He also served 
as advisor for Civil Defense for 
the city* holding a certificate of 
proficiency in radiological defense. 
Survivors include his wife, Car¬ 
mel me <PietrodangeltD Rice; two 
daughters, Mrs. Joseph Coombs of 
Essex Junction, and Miss Nico- 
lina Rice of Rutland; four sons. 
Frajicis 5,, Richard E., Ralph H. 
all of Rutland, and Joseph F. Rice 
of Salt Lake City, Utah; eight 
grandchildren; three brothers, 
James J.. William A„ and Thom¬ 
as Rice; nieces and nephews 
A requiem Mass will be offered 
at 9 a.m* at the Christ the King 
Church Monday. Friends may 
call at the Clifford Funeral Home 
from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.rm Sat¬ 
urday and Sunday. i 
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Firemen work through the window of Ward 
& Son, an appliance store on Merchants Row, 
where a fire broke out early Thursday morning. 


causing considerable damage to the store. Many 
surrounding shops were also damaged by the 
heavy smoke. 


Ward & Sons 
Damaged By 
Smoky Fire 


Firo seared Ward k Sons here 
Thursday and smoke drifted into 
the Puritan Clothing Store, May- 
fair Beauty Salon, Fashion Shop. 
Dr. Stuart J. Pingree's office, and 
vacant rooms at 36 Merchants 
Row after a refrigerator motor 
overheated in Ward k Son’s, ac¬ 
cording to Assistant Fire Chief 


WEDNESDAY MORNING. NOVEMBER 21. 1962.- 


Fire Damages 
Landmark In 
Ruth nd City 


Ralph R. Bean. 

A genera] alarm for all off-duty 
men and equipment was radioed 
in by Capt. James J. Rice upon 
arrival at the scene of the fire 
which was first noticed by Robert 
B. Eastman, manager of East¬ 
man's Store, across the way, 
about 7:13 a.m. 

Firemen, wearing smoke masks, 
laid a main line and two auxiliary 
lines to put out the fire which was 
termed as an “intense smoulder." 
Engines 1, 2. 3 and the ladder 
truck returned to the station 
about 7:50 a.m. 

Damage in Ward k Son, an ap¬ 
pliance store, according to Laur¬ 
ence D. Ward, proprietor, and 
Kermit H. Coolidge, office man¬ 
ager, was about the floor, walls, 
ceiling, wiring, inventory in the 
basement, and the entire stock on 
display. 

They stated the actual struc¬ 
tural damage caused by the fire 
was not large, but that the great 
amount of smoke, which Asst. 
Chief Bean termed the densest he 
had ever seen, and heat generated 
by the fire caused most of the 
damage. 

It was also related that none of 
the store's records were lost and 
that the store would continue its 
operations on a temporary basis. 
No official financial estimate was 
given. 

The other establishments, af¬ 
fected by the fire, were cleared 
of smoke odor by a new piece of 
I equipment, a deodorizing ma¬ 
chine, stated Asst. Chief Bean. 


The home of Francis McLaugh¬ 
lin at 2S2 N Main SL. formerly a 
schoothouNe in the 1700s, w3s 
saved from probable disaster on 
Tuesday h/ the Rutland Fire. 
Dept, aftc a fire apparently! 
caused by iefective wiring broke 
out in the nouse 
The Rutland landmark, which' 
was formerly the home of ibc I 
Frederick Bishop family, as well; 
as a schoolhouso. received exien 
sive damage in the immediate | 
area vrtverc the fire broke out. fire- [ 
men said. 

Besides the burning of clothing 
and the interior of the house, there 
was a small amount of water dam¬ 
age on the first Boor, along with 
broken windows on the second 
floor and a damaged roof where 
firemen were forced to intrude in 
order to allow the intense heat and 
jgas fumes, to escape, fire crews 
reported. 

Before receiving the call for the 
, fire at the McLaughlin home, en¬ 
gines 1 and 3 left the station at 
12:11 p.m. when they tended a fire 
caused by a defective furnace at 
13 Evergreen Ave„ the residence 
of James L. Mulcahy. A smoke 
ejector was used to emit the 
smoft and heavy soot caused by 
the backfiring of the furnace. 

At t:5l a.m . firemen responded 
I to a call from 173 Woodstock Ave.. 
the residence of Dr. H. Hugh 
Qutmby. and the location of the 
animal hospital in the. pity. A 
flooded oil burner was the cause 
of the call and firemen quickly 
remedied the situation. 


Fire Alarm 
Unanswered 


The Rutland Fire Depart¬ 
ments two-way radio was shout¬ 
ing about a bad fire yesterday 
afternoon, and the firemen 
didn’t turn a wheel. 

Two houses were burning, an 
orphanage was threatened, you 
could hear sirens In the back¬ 
ground as frantic firefighters 
sent back terse meaaages call¬ 
ing for more help. 

The department didn’t budge. 

Inhuman? Well, hardly. The 
noise on the radio was from 
Baton Rouge. La. 

Curious atmospheric condi¬ 
tions skipped the signals from 
the bayous of the Deep Soutn 
clear to Rutland. 

“Even our new ladder truck 
couldn’t get down there In 
time,** said a Rutland fireman. 


SATURDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 28, 1961. ’ > 



Herald photo—Harris 
City fireman Richard Barron moves chair that caused fire 
at Cahec’s Furniture Store on Merchants Row shortly after 10 
p. m. Friday. A large crowd gathered to watch firemen rid the 
building of extensive smoke. Chief Alfred Koltonskl reported that 
a cigarette in the chair was believed to be the cause. 


7 



Friday afternoon at the home of T. W. Lynch, 206 N, Main St. 
The car was one of two late model automobiles demolished by 
a blare which took 30 minutes to bring under control. Earlier in 
the afternoon firemen had squelched a minor blaze at a Col¬ 
umbian Ave. warehouse. The causes of both fires was unknown. 
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Herald photo—St. John 
the truck is Asst. Fire Chief Ralph Bean. The 
steering wheel shaft broke Dec. 13 when the 
truck was being returned to the station follow¬ 
ing an oil change. The truck is one of two to be 
replaced in March. 


Engine 3 (left) and Engine 1 of the Rutland 
Fire Dept, are parked in front of the city fire 
station. Rutland voters will be asked in March 
to pledge the city’s credit to replace these two 
vehicles. Engine 3 Is a quadruple combination 


- 

Herald photo—Bennett 
pumper, ladder, hose and booster truck. It 
cost $8,230 in 1936. Engine 1 is a triple com¬ 
bination pumper, hose and booster, bought in 
1941 for $12,500. Cost of new ones will approach 
$50,000. r - * 


After being out of commission for two 
weeks. Engine 3 Is taken out for a test run 
Friday by Rutland fireman Richard Lovett. Lo¬ 
cal mechanic George Dikeman. who made the 
repairs. Is seated beside Lovett. Standing beside 
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Flame* roar from central section of Rutland Railway freight house on Strongs Ave. Monday J °“ n S 

---- • - 

Fire Ravages Rutland 
Railway Freight House 


City 

blaze. 


„ Herald photo-Bennett 

firemen spray water on roof of building during height of 


Damage Estimated at $50,000 as Flames Roar 
Through Brick Structure on Strongs Ave.; Fire 
Marshal Called to Investigate. 

By BENNY ST. JOHN 

Rutland city firemen battled a general alarm blaze at the Rut¬ 
land Railway freight house at Strongs Ave.. opposite City Hall for 
nearly three and a half hours Monday night. 

I Damage was estimated at $50,qoo. 

The Colonial Warehouse, only ?bout 20 feet north ctf the blazing 
building, was saved from theTjg 
(lame by the efforts of firemen. 

The fire was reported by a lo¬ 
cal youth who saw sparks leap¬ 
ing from, the slate roof about 7 
p. m. It started at a point about 
midway in tho 400 -. foot brick 
building, according to Fire Chief 
Alfred Koltonski. 

Thirty-five men. five vehicles 
| and 1,700 feet of two-apd-a-half-i 
I inch hose were used/ It 'was the i 
second general, alarm, blaze re* 
l>orted in "Rutland'4htfCyefir.vrSl 
Two firemen received minor in-' 
juries while fighting, the blaze and 
were treated following the fire. 

Firemen encountered some diffi¬ 
culty in entering the building, 
staled the chief. He said the build¬ 
ing reportedly had not been enter¬ 
ed since Saturday. 

Using five streams of water 
firemen played about 1,200 gal 
Ions of water a minute on the 
blaze in an attempt to prevent 
it from spreading into the three- 
story north end of the building 
where railroad records were 
stored. 

In an effort to contain the fire, 
the 35 firemen were split up into 
three crews. One crew fought the 
interior blaze, a crew was sta¬ 
tioned. behind the building and 
the third unit battled the blaze 
from the front, according to Chief 
Koltonski. 

But the fire worked its way 
into a blind attic and scorched 
its way'slong wooden joists to 
the north/end which was eventual¬ 
ly destroyed, 'according to Chief 
Koltonski who guessed the total 
damage might be about $50,000. 






A large gathering of local resi¬ 
dents swarmed to watch the three 
fire crews maneuver about the 
building and prevent the fire from 
engulfing the wood structure Co¬ 
lonial Warehouse building w*hich 
was within 20 feet of the freight 
house. 

About 200 feet, from the mid¬ 
dle of the freight building to the 
north end, was badly charred, 
stated the chief. 

Gaping holes were left by the 
fire in the slate roof and used 
furniture, carpets and display 
cabinets, stored by Railway Presi¬ 
dent William I. Ginsburg. were 
damaged, reported Chief Kolton¬ 
ski* • 

After containing the fire, the 



Apprehension shows on faces of Rutland 
firemen as they direct stream of water on the 


Herald photo—Bennett 
Rutland Railway Freight House; which ignited 
early Monday evening finto a general-alarm blaze. 










































Capt, James J. Rice (left) and Deputy Chiet Frank Seward watch flame* as firemen direct steady stream 
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TUESDAY MORNING, APRIL 9,. 1963. 
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CHy tireiiicu have quick conference inside f building from the inside as well as down on it 
freight house. They poured water up into the | from the outside. 


stigate Rail Warehouse Fire 

Hundreds 
View Blaze 

(Continued from Page One) 

aerial ladder was erecled and 
firemen extinguished the dying 
blaze with a steady stream of 
water from the deluge gun, 
mounted atop the ladder. 

The §outh end of the one-story 
shed part of the building did not 
appear to be damaged, stated 
Chief Koltonski, who said that a 
state fire marshal from Montpelier 
will investigate the fire in an at 
tempt to determine the cause. 

Firemen Donald Moore .and 
Raymond Gallipeau received in¬ 
juries while battling the fire and 
were treated by Dr, William 
ers, 1 

Moore was taken to the Rul 
Hospital to be treated for a brok¬ 
en bone in his left ankle. 

Gallipeau was treated for'an in- 
ury received when he stepped 
on a nail, 

- Firemen were startled into ac¬ 
tion when an excite^ youth rushed 
into the station shouting "Sparks 
are flying from the roof of the 
■building across the street. 1 ' 

They charged out in force and 
went to work almost immediately. 

Hose lines curled across Strongs 
,Ave. Two shifts of the local po¬ 
lice department were pressed into 
service and spent the rest of the 
night diverting traffic from that 
tprtion of the street. , 

\ -There was plenty of traffic, be* 
luse as soon as the fire whistle 
few. hordes of Hollanders — off- 
cut y firemen and just spectators 
r came on the run. 

Fiery red fiames licked the slate 
oof as voluminous clouds of 
>uffy grey smoke escaped from 
he flame-engulfed brick struc¬ 
ture. 

A huge pillar of smoke rolled 
up into the evening sky. Fire 
dickered evilly amid the dense 
Clouds, and then spurted from 
the windows in the center of the 
structure. 

The firemen drove the flames 
back with streams of water, but 
it blazed forth again as soon as 
they turned their attention else¬ 
where. 

When the department's big 
lood nozzle went to work at the 
p of the building, the water 
mid be seen cascading down 
into the .second floor, directly, 

;through the fiames. 



. Herald photos—Bennett 

Firemen’s faces reflect gravity of fire on their hands Monday night. 
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The 


charred remains 


(he Rutland Rail- 


' '• j Herald photo—Courcclle 

way freight and warehouse on Strongs Ave. sits from the lbe°marshal^™Hce in Montpelier l are 

Cause of Monday’s Fire StilljUnknown 

- ♦—- — 


Investigators from the State 
Fire Marshal’s office in Mont¬ 
pelier traveled to Rutland Tues¬ 
day to view the destruction of the 
Rutland Railway’s freight office 
on Strongs Ave. which was ravag¬ 
ed by fire Monday evening. 

. No decision was made by the 
investigators by lato Tuesday.. 
The two men are attempting ‘to 
determine the cause of the blaze 
which wrought destruction upon 
the Rutland Railway Corp. prop¬ 
erty. 

Nelson Ley and Joseph Cioffi, 
investigators from Montpelier, 
toured the charred brick building 
;with Rutland Fire Chief Alfred H. 
Koltonski Tuesday afternoon. 
They will continue their investiga¬ 
tion Wednesday. 

•The investigators are presently 
evaluating theories as to how the 
fife began, and estimating total 
damage from the blaze. Chief 
Koltonski stated Tuesday he 
thought the primary estimate of 
$50,000 would prove ovcrevaluat- 
ed. 

Koltonski said fie felt the total 
damage would come under the 
$50,000 amount, the sum which 
lie estimated immediately after 
the four-hour long fire. 

Thirty-five men, five vehicles 
and 1,700 feet of large water hose 
were used in combating the blaze. 
The fire crews at the station were 
alerted by a local youth who dash¬ 
ed into the office saying lie had 
spotted sparks leaping from the 
slate roof of the old warehouse. 

Crews answered the call at 7:05 
p.m. A general alarm was sound¬ 
ed a few minutes later, when the 


Investigators From Mont¬ 
pelier Probe Debris at 
Railroad Freight Office. 


three-story combination office and 
storage area. 

Once flames readied the north 
ern tip of the building, efforts to 
douse the flames proved almost 
impossible. The crews, including 
many volunteer firemen, worked 
in an efficiently organized man¬ 
ner for over four hour^ before 
quenching the flames. 

The fire was officially over at 
11:40 p.m., according to Chief 
Koltonski. A line of hose, con¬ 
nected to a hydrant, was left at 
the scene overnight. 

The building is located almost 
directly across Strongs Ave. from 
the fire station. Among the 
throngs watching the blaze, a 
group was seen viewing the chaos 
from the upstairs rooms Of the 
fire station. 

Fire crews were given /high 
praise for confining the blaze to 
one building. Approximately 20 
feet north of the warehouse stood 
the Colonial Warehouse. 

Crews were stationed at (he 
north end of the blazing building, 
constantly dousing the intensely 
hot flames and preventing them 
reaching the few yards to the next 
building. 

Chief Koltonski reported -the 
warehouse contained, in addition 
to railroad materials and records, 
new furniture and carpeting from 
one of the two hotels owned by 


MBL 

fire. Both men were treated and 
arc now in good condition. 

About 209 feet of the structure, 
from the middle to the north end 
was badly burned, according to 
Koltonski. 

Gaping holes, revealing the 
charred wreckage of the interior, 
were,revealed to the northern tip 
of the building. Receiving heav¬ 
iest damage to both interior and 
exterior was the three story sec¬ 
tion to the north end. 

Two shifts of the Rutland Police 
Department were brought into 
action. The officers spent the 
greater portion of the night de- 
touripg congested traffic from that 
block of Strongs Ave. 


V V 4a " ; ‘» inc William I. Ginsburg. president of 

extent oMfrMfr realized, (the Rutland RailwaJ CojJ 

Flames swept from the southern' Firemen Donald Moore and 
end of the 400 foot building to the Raymond Gallipo received injuries 
northern tip of the warehouse, a during the effort to extinguish the 
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Quick Action by Firemen 
Squelches Gryphon Blaze 





> Herald photo—Wild 
Rutland fireman dumps pile of clothing amid shards of shat¬ 
tered plate-glass window in front of Army-Navy Store in Gryphon 
Building on Merchants Row, where fire burst out in basement 
Tuesday evening. 



Heavy Smoke Seeps Up 
Through Building; 
General Alarm Rung. 

A general alarm fire burst out 
in the basement of the Army- 
Navy Store on Merchants Row, 
Tuesday at 6:45 p.m. and smoke 
damaged five stores and the Gry¬ 
phon Building extensively. 

But immediate action by an 
efficient Rutland Fire Depart¬ 
ment stopped the fire from becom¬ 
ing a major conflagration. 

About 1,500 people gathered to 
watch heavy black smoke roll 
from the Army-Navy Store at 58 
Merchants Row and the Tastee 
Bake Shop at 60 Merchants Row. 

The smoke, according to the fire¬ 
men, came from the rubber boots, 
heavy winter clothing,- sleeping 
bags and tents burning in the 
Army-Navy Store basement. 

Chief Alfred H. Koltonski stated 
that the fire started and was con¬ 
fined to the Army-Navy basement, 
hut that smoke penetrated all six 
floors of the Gryphon Building, 
and to McClallen's Drugstore. 62 
Merchants Row; Aubuchon’s Inc. 
of 122 West St.. Tastee Bake Shop 
of 60 Merchants Row: the Ver¬ 
mont State Liquor Store of 116 
West St.; and Carbine-Anderson 
Inc. of 56 Merchants Row. 

Chief Koltonski said it was im¬ 
possible to make any sort of esti¬ 
mate of the damage, only that it • 
was extensive. He said investi¬ 
gation was under way as to the 
cause of the fire. 

Three engines and a ladder 
truck responded to the alarm 
pulled by George Corsoncs, who 
spotted the smoke from his res¬ 
taurant across the street. 

The fire was under control by 
7:30 p.m. and all trucks but one 
had returned to the station by 
8:30 p.m. 

All the stores involved expected 
they would be open, if not on Wed¬ 
nesday. by the end of the week. 

At 7:31 p.m. two trucks left the 
Gryphon Building for a particion 
fire at the home of Mrs. Eva Cran¬ 
dall of 7 Stratton Rd. Firemen 
said the fire w as caused by a short 
^circuit in a floor plug. There was 
extensive smoke damage through¬ 
out the house, firemen stated. 




Fire Probe 
Upcoming 


West* Rutland Fire Chief 
Calls In Investigators; 
Block, Garages Suffer. 

Stanley Pietryka, West Rutland 
fire chief, reported Sunday that 
the State Fire Marshal’s office 
will be called to investigate the 
fire which swept the abandoned 
Flatiron Block Building and two 
garages on Main Street Saturday 
evening in West Rutland. 

The fire, which began about 
8:30 p.m., Saturday, destroyed a 
two-car garage owned by John 
Orzell and a one-car garage own¬ 
ed by Fred Gray. Pietryka said. 

The abandoned Flatiron Block, 
also owned by Orzell, received 
considerable damage, said Fie- 
tryka. The fire was brought under 
control by 10;30 p.m. Chief Pie¬ 
tryka said. 

The fire was a serious situation 
due to the closeness of several 
other homes and stores in the 
immediate area. Pietryka com¬ 
mented. "I’m glad the fire did 
not break out last Thursday, when 
we had the high winds." 

He said the upper three floors 
of the Flatiron I Block were 
"badly burned." The byilding is 
a four-story structure. 

The Flatiron building , was in 
the process of being torn down. 
No fire damage estimate has 
been made. Pietryka said a watch 
was kept on the fire area Satur¬ 
day night. Off and on, he said, 
small spots would flare up. 

The RuUand City Fire Depart¬ 
ment sent two trucks to the fire 
stfene, a pumper and a ladder 
truck. Pietryka had praise for 
Rutland City’s ladder truck in 
battling the fire in the abandon¬ 
ed apartment building. No inju¬ 
ries were reported .as a result of 
■ the blaze. 



Grass Fires Again 
Keep Firemen Hopping 


City firemen were again harass¬ 
ed by grass fires Sunday. Fires 
were fought at 73 Grove St., 11:15 
a.m., Allen St. and Stratton Rd., 
12:15 p.m.; Lincoln Ave., and N. 
Main St., 12:44 p.m,, and Allen 
St, 8:45 p.m, , * 

The times firemen responded to 
• and the locations they extin¬ 
guished grass fires Saturday are?, 
as follows: 76 Stratton Rd., 10:28; 

| a.m.: 181 Church St., 11:39 a.m.; 
North and Church Sts., 11:45 
a.m.; Nichols and Williams St, 
11:55 a m.; 56 Cherry St. 12:10 
J p.m.; 181 Creek Road, 12:10 p.m.; 
city dump, 2:21 p.m. and Meadow 
St 7:50 p.m. 

Firemen responded to a false 
alarm at the corner of West and 
Forest Sts. Saturday at J1 p.mJ 
The alarm was turned in at Box 
19. statcd firemen who dispatched, 
enginc$. : l and 4 to the area. 
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Rutland firemen battle' blaze Friday night I 
at Cedardale Dairy Bar In Rutland Town. The 
eating establishment, which only reopened last I 


Herald photo—Jackson 
Friday for the season, was extensively dam¬ 
aged. Total damage and cause of the blaze 
were not known. 


es Cedardale 


By MERLE JACKSON JR. 

After only opening last Friday, 
the Cedardale Dairy Bar in Rut¬ 
land Town is again closed. Fire 
late Friday night half gutted the 
eating place. 

The fire, of unkown origin, was 
discovered about 10:30.p.m. and 
was brought under control only 
after it extensively damaged the 
rear section of the establishment. 

The main front part received 
considerable smoke and water 
damage. Firemen from Rutland 
City and Pittsford answered the 
alarm. 

Edward North of Mcndon,opera¬ 
tor of the dairy bar with his wife, 
reported they had no idea how the 






Rutland Town Establish¬ 
ment, Open Only a Week, 
Wrecked by Blaze. 


fire started. They also had no 
estimate at total damage costs. 

North said: “I have 6ome in¬ 
surance.” 

With fire engines at the scene 
the area quickly became con¬ 
gested. Spectators cargerly crowd¬ 
ed about. State police took over 
traffic control. Route 7. was clos¬ 
ed for about an hour and a half. 

Water was obtained from a 
nearby pond. With the exception 
of the task of clearing excessive 


smoke, firemen had the fire un¬ 
der control by about 11 p.m. 

Kenneth Bardwell, cook, said 
the fire was discovered shortly 
after a few customers left. He and 
the North couple were about to 
have a coffee break. 

He said he went to open Uie 
rear section door, when the fire 
“just burst through.” Bardwell 
stated the fire definitely did not 
start in the kitchen. 

Nearby buildings, including a 
cattle barn owned by Orin Thom¬ 
as & Sons, were not touched by 
the fire. 

Firemen were required to wear 
smoke masks in the battle. No 
personal injuries were reported. 


- . 


Fire Capt. James Rice and fireman Arthur Myhre of Rut¬ 
land at smoke-filled door at rear of Cedardale Dairy Bar in Rut¬ 
land Town late Friday night. 
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City Firemen Save Girl’s Life 


Teenager Revived After 
She Is Overcome by 
Smoke in Fire at Home. 




Immediate mouth-to-mouth re¬ 
suscitation and administration of 
oxygen by Rutland City firemen 
snatched the life of a 14-year-old 
Rutland girl from death's em¬ 
brace Monday afternoon. 

Christine Rose, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Rose of 68 
Phillips St., was reported in good 
condition at the Rutland Hospital 
Monday night by Dr. A. H. Belle- 
rose, who treated her for smoke 
inhalation. 

At 4:35 p.m. Monday, Christine 
placed an emergency telephone 
call to the fire station. She was 
home alone. 

*‘68 Phillips, M the girl gasped. 
The connection went dead. En¬ 
gines 2 and 3 sped to the scene. 

Firemen Gerald Moore and 
Charles Taylor found the girl ly¬ 
ing unconscious in a first floor 
room near the telephone. 

A host of area residents con¬ 
verged on the scene as Moore, 
carrying the limp body and apply¬ 
ing mouth-to-mouth resuscitation, 
emerged from the two^tory wood 
frame dwelling as other firemen 
rushed into the house to combat 
a blaze in a second floor bed¬ 
room. 

"Breathe deep. I know it hurts, 
but breathe deep honey. It’s good 
for you." instructed Fire Capt.j 
Ralph Bean as fireman Frank 
Walsh administered oxygen. 

The inert girl emitted nearly in¬ 
audible gasps and chokes, and re¬ 
sponded to the oxygen administra¬ 
tion after about 18 minutes. 

She was taken to the hospital 
in an ambulance where the doctor 
said the smoke inhalation had 
reached a serious stage. 

"The firemen probably saved 
her life," said the doctor. 

Using booster lines firemen ex¬ 
tinguished the second floor fire 
which apparently started in a 
closet and burned clothing, a 
chair and other items. 


Fast Firemen 
Stop Mission 
ChimneyBlaze 


The Rutland City Fire Depart¬ 
ment extinguished a chimney 
fire at the Rutland Mission Inc. 
on Pine Street Monday at 5:05 
p.m. in jig time. 

The old Kingsley School build¬ 
ing uses a wood burning furnace. 
Flames were shooting about 10 
feet in the air when the fire was 
noticed by a passerby. 

This person notified George 
Looker, the owner of the build¬ 
ing. who called the firemen. 

"In two minutes exactly, the 
ladder truck was in the yard of 
the school," Looker said. 

Fifteen men were living in the 
dwelling, a^ording to Looker. 

"We can consider ourselves very 
fortunate," Looker stated, "that 
we have such an efficient fire 
department." 

» The firefighters used a booster 
,hose to extinguish the blaze. 

Engine T, -Engine 3 and Ladder 
‘1 were back at the fire station 
at 5:35 p.m. j 



General Alarm 
Fire Doused 
OnNorthMain 




Rutland firemen prepare to administer oxy¬ 
gen to Christine Rose, 14, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Rose of 68 Phillips St., who was 
felled by smoke at her home Monday afternoon. 


Herald photo—St. John 
, Dr. A. II. Bcllcrosc treated the girl for smoke 
inhalation and reported taht she was in good 
condition at the Rutland Hospital Monday night. 
Firemen were credited for saving the girl’s life. 



•r •»- ~ ; 7 

City firemen -made s Ko r t 
work of a fire at the residence 
of Glen H. Perkin** of 189 N. 
Main St. Monday. 

The first call was received at 
the station at 8:20 a.m. and a 
general alarm* was sounded at 
8:35 a.m. \ 

Engines 1, 2* 3 and 4 respon¬ 
ded to the wooden frame dwell-, 
jing. The fire apparently start-; 
ed from an auxiliary wood burn-] 
ing stove in the basement, 
i The fire mushroomed up'the' 
fchimney to the attic damage 
J ing the living quarters of Roger, 

; P. Doaner. f 

Firemen had to open partF* 
tions on the two floors and the 
floor of the attic to get to the, 
’ fire. Three booster lines were 
used to combat the blaze.- 

The fire concentrated around 

I the chimney which s boxed 
in from the cellar to the attic, 
This added fuel to the fire. 
•There was a ‘ heavy concen¬ 
tration of smoke and a smoke 
ejector was used to clear the 
building. The engines were back 
in the station at, 9:30 a.m. * 
Firemen reported Monday 
evening that Perkins had just 
put some papers in ''the stove 
and either some sparks fell 
near combustible material or 
the stove overheated. 

■ .■, rn iM»i~Ti 


City Firemen, Volunteers Stop Fast-Burning Brush Fire 


By MERLE JACKSON JR. 

Rutland City firemen stopped 
a fast burning brush fire Sun¬ 
day afternoon under power 
transmission lines off Killington 
Avenue before it became a dan- 
igerous forest fire. 

Capt. James Rice and four 
firemen, with the help of sever- 
I al young volunteers held the 
wire to an area 100 yards wide 
i and one-quarter of a mile long. 
jHigh winds and dry conditions 
' made it a potentially danger- 
jous affair. 

Firemen fought the blaze 
from about 3:30 p.m. to about 
5:45 p.m. No one was hurt bat¬ 
tling the fire. The cause of the 
fire was not determined. 

The power lines are owned by 
the Central Vermont Public 
Service Corp. and the Vermont 
Electric Power Inc. The power 
poles and lines were not dam¬ 
aged. Chief Alfred H. Kolton- 
ski and James Wilkinson, local 
state forester, reminded Sunday 
there is a "high forest fire dan¬ 
ger" existing in the state. Long 
awaited rain Sunday evening, 
however, helped the situation. 
Officials still urge extrcmec au- 
tion in the use of fire in the 
out-of-doors. Persons burning 
rubbish or brush outside of an 
incinerator still need permis¬ 
sion from local fire depart¬ 
ments or fire wardens. 

The area burned Sunday was 


just over the city line In Rut 
land Town. 

"If there were more pine 
trees in the area," Capt. Rice 
said, "we might not have been 
able to slop it." 

He said he and his men were 
lucky in putting it out so soon. 
Thomas Patch of Rutland Town 
and Gael Joyal of Rutland City 
were among the youngsters who 
volunteered to fight the fire. 

Rice reported a Rutland fire 
truck with two men patroled 
Killington Avenue and the Town 
Line Road just in case the fire 
spread to that area. Pack 
pumps and a booster liqe be 
longing to Engine No. 4 >vith 
300 gallons of water were used 
at the fire scene. 
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Herald photo — Jackson 
Rutland City fireman Richard Barron docs his part Sunday 
afternoon battling a brush fire under power transmission lines 
off Killington Avenue, lie Is using a park pump. Chief Alfred II. 
KoMonskJ praised his men for preventing what might have de¬ 
veloped Into a forest fire. 
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Looking over the Rutland Fire Department’s newest addition 
ire (from left): John Kent. Chief Alfred Koltonski and Assistant 
liief Frank Seward. The new engine, a 1,000-gallon per minute 


Herald photo—Marro 

pumper with a 500-gallon booster, replaces the 22-ycar-old en¬ 
gine No. 1. The engine is also equipped with a portable pump 
and a 1,500-watt alternator for flood lighting. 
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Fireman Dave Seward puts a polish on 
brand new Engine 3, delivered Thursday to Rut. 
— 

ine 3 Bows to 


Herald photo—Levins 
land Fire Department. Funds were voted by 
citizens to purchase truck. 






Rutland’s newest fire engine ar¬ 
rived- Thursday, and firemen 
treated it with the tenderness due 
a new born baby. 




The red, gold-trimmed $30,000 
vehicle arrived about 6:30 p.m. 
after a suspense-filled afternoon 
. of waiting. v 

Complete with 1,800 feet of 214- 
inch hose, 500 feet of Hi - inch 
hose, a 750 - gallon - per • minute 
pump, a 300 gallon booster, a 35- 
foot extension ladder, two 28-foot 
extension ladders, a 24-foot exten¬ 
sion ladder, a 20-foot roof ladder 
and a 16-foot extension ladder, 
the engine received about five 
minutes of silent admiration from 
firemen before they fell to with 
hoses, soap and water to freshen 
up the new addition to the fire 
I Hpnartment. 


Onlookers clustered about the 
engine during its clean-up and 
peppered questions at the fire¬ 
men, who were only too happy 
to answer. f . 

Meanwhile, like a spurned lov- 
cr, old engine 3 stook parked by 
the curb, wrapped in a canvas 
shroucL and evicted from its time¬ 
worn spot in the firehouse. 

Purchased in 1936 at a cost of 
$8,250, and already sold second¬ 
hand to a town fire department, 
old engine 3 has "taken a lot of 
hard work in stride." according 
to Chief Alfred Koltonski. 

’’That engine certainly doesp-t 
owe the city any money,"*Kol- 
tonski said proudly. 
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Children Carry 
Tots From Fire 


Youngsters Keep Heads 
During Kitchen Blaze; 
No Injuries Result. 


By TOM SLAYTON 
Two local youngsters kept 
their heads during a kitchen 
fire in their home early Mon¬ 
day morning and carried their 
baby sisters down two dark 
I flights of stairs to safety. 

Mary Lou Barrett. 11, of 233 
IS. Main St., was the first in 
her family of seven to become 
aware of the fire. She got up, 
jand according to her mother, 
Mrs. Charles Barrett, Mary Lou 
then yelled, “Mommy, there’s a 
fire!” 

Mary Lou then picked up her 
infant sister and carried her 
I downstairs to the side yard of 
the building. Her brother, Wil¬ 


liam, 10, picked up Kim Marie, 
3, and carried her downstairs to 
the same side yard. 

Mrs. Barrett said that both 
children had been "just wond¬ 
erful.” 

Firemen arrived at the Bar¬ 
rett’s upstairs apartment at 
about 2 a.m., Monday and ex¬ 
tinguished the fire. It occurred 
in the northeast corner of the 
kitchen, and damage was con¬ 
fined to that area and to a 
stairwell adjacent to the corner. 
There was no cost estimate of 
the amount of damage avail¬ 
able. Mrs. Barrett was uncer¬ 
tain as to what might have 
been the cause of the blaze. 

Two fire engines were sent to 
the scene, and both had return¬ 
ed to the station with their job 
done by 2:30 Monday morning. 
No injuries resulted from The 
fire. 


**~.*-l ? \ '"• Tv ;s '<r * 


Holding two of her four children.. Mrs. Lc- | 
tus II. Reid of 188 Stratton Roadr peers for- . 
lornly at the charred second floor of her home 
where she rescued her three-year-old son, Dan- 1 


Herald photo—St. John 
ny (in picture), after a fire broke out in the 
room Tuesday evening. Rutland city flrcmpn 
doused the blaze which caused considerable 
damage to the wood frame building. 


Mother 
Tot From Blaze 


u* • Am* The fire probably started from 

Fire Starts 111 Attic and spontaneous combustion theoriz- 

Wrccks Home at 188 ^ Capt. Ralph Bean of the Fire 

. department. 

Stratton Road. 


Fire wrecked the wood frame 
home of Mrs. Letus H. Reid, at 
188 Stratton Road Tuesday eve¬ 
ning, but she saved her young son 
from harm. 

The blaze caused considerable 
fife, smoke and water damage 
before it was whipped. 

Engines 1, 2 and 3 sped to the 
scene at about 8:04 p.m. and had 
the blaze under control by 9:15 

Using two booster lines and IV*- 
inch hose from engine one, 11 Rut- 


MONDAY MORNING, JANUARY 13, 1964. 


Bean reported the fire appar¬ 
ently started in a blind attic and 
burned its way down to the first 
floor. 

About six chairs, a kitchen ta¬ 
ble, a sofa and an armful of 
clothes appeared to be the only 
items that were salvaged. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski 
advised Rutland residents to make 
sure that their attics are ade¬ 
quately ventilated. 

Spontaneous combustion, he 
said, is more likely to occur in hot 
weather such as Rutland has been 
experiencing. 


land-City firemen battled 
blaze to a standstill before an FIREMEN DOUSE FIRE 
excited crowd of neighbors. in CAR ON MAIN ST. 

Clapboards, windows and insul- Busy Rutland firemen were 
ation were torn from the struc- hurried out Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. 
ture to allow the water to drench to the South Main St. Fairground’s 
the blazing partitions. gate to squelch a car fire. The 

From inside and outside fire- ca r is owned by Ralph Fuller Jr. 
men directed streams of water l 0 f 20 Engrem Ave. 
on the blaze from the 500-gallon, 
water tank on engine one, which 
was constantly being replenished 
from a line to a nearby hydrant. 

Mrs. Reid, who was away, re¬ 
turned in time to rescue her threc- 
jyear-old son. Danny, from a sec¬ 
ond floor bedroom, forlornly peer¬ 
ed at the damaged building as 
her other three children gathered 
around her. 


A general alarm, a lot of fire equipment 
and scores of onlookers surrounded this fire 
at Ray Beane Inc., Wales Street tire supplier. 
Saturday morning. Smoke permeated the en- 


Hcrald photo—Bennett 

tire structure and the lights went out so the 
damage has not been viewed. Monday the lights 
will be restored. Quick action by the Rutland 
• City .Fire Department was evident. 








































































Fire Wrecks Tenement, 


Two Families Ffomeless 


Hundreds Watch S. Main St Blaze as Thundering 
Flames Collapse Roof, Gut Building; Total of 
13 Children, Three Adults Lose Belongings. 



By GERI GATES 
e over a thousand people watched, a mass of raging flames 

- - lateTuei 


through a two-family home at 202 S. Main St. 


sday 


were already being asked for the 
two families who fled to a nearby 


home and watched helplessly while 
flames shot through the roof and 
destroyed food, clothing and all 
the belongings of the families. 

The two families involved-were 
Mrs. Pauline Driscoll who has 
five children, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanley Bizon, who have eight chil¬ 
dren, including a newborn baby. 

Although a troublesome north¬ 
west wind whipped the flames, it 
didn't cause the Rutland Fire De¬ 
partment particular trouble. Fire¬ 
men arrived in four trucks about 
4:45 p. m. and had the fire almost 
out by 6:30 p. m. Firemen arrived 
back at the station at 8:20 p. m. 

During the blaze the railway 
tracks, high on a hill behind 
the house, became a grandstand 
for hundreds of people. Hun¬ 
dreds more watched from other 
vantage points. The fire was 
spectacular, with smoke and 
flame shooting through the roof. 

The house was owned by Mrs. 
Laura Billings of 561* West St. 

A grass fire in the back of 
the house which spread to a 55- 
allon kerosene drum on the 
ack porch caused the fire, ac¬ 
cording to Chief Alfred II. Kol- 
tonski. No one knows how the 
grass fire started, the chief 
stated. 

The kerosene drum was con¬ 
nected directly to the stove in 


Driscoll said that she tried to 
throw water on the flames 
which Intruded suddenly into 
her apartment, but they only 
increased in vigor. She then 
grabbed her child and fled to 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Oney, next door, at 202 B 
South Main St. f as did Mrs. 
Bizon. 

Bizon, a taxi driver, arrived 
in time to save a television set, 
a record player and a sewing 
machine. 

Chief Koltonski said that the 
house originally was a 2V*-story 
barn which had been converted 
into an apartment house. Once 
the flames touched the kerosene 
tank, they spread rapidly, Kol¬ 
tonski said, due to the wind and 
the condition of the house which 
was old and dry.* Koltonski said 
the department had many other 
previous calls to the house, es¬ 
pecially to put out chimney 
fires. 

The chief said the back part 
of the house, where the fire 
started, had been • condemned 
by city officials some time ago. 

Although no firemen were re¬ 
ported injured, several jumped 
out of a second story window 
onto the roof of a side porch 
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Tenement 

Destroyed 

(Continued from Page One) 
-r~ 

only moments before about half 
of the roof collapsed. 

‘For Mrs. Driscoll, it was the 
second such tragedy in a year. 
Last year she had lost every¬ 
thing when her apartment at 78 
Harrison Ave., was burned com¬ 
pletely after a fire started from 
a flooded oil burner. 

Police Chief John Dinn was 
on hand directing traffic along 
Route 7 at the fairgrounds after 
the fire caused traffic conges¬ 
tion along Route 7 and Park 
Street. 

The police expertly detoured 
traffic up Jackson Avenue and 
jKillington Avenue to Stratton 
•Road, coming back to Route 7 
jby way of Curtis Avenue. They 
,had to cope with the 5 p. m. 
rush-hour traffic of people get¬ 
ting out of downtown shops, 
i Rutland firemen had three 
bther calls during the South 
Main Street conflagration. A 
service truck answered two calls 
to put out a grass fire at the 
(Tampax Inc. lot. Another call 
to put out an automobile fire at 
North Main Street and Woodstock 
, Avenue was canceled after the 
■fire was quenched by people at 
the scene. 

Anyone who would like to 
.give clothing, furniture and oth- 
ier articles to the families in¬ 
volved should get in touch with 
Mrs. Martha DePoy, who is city 
commissioner of welfare. 

Mrs. John Martin, president 
of the Southeast School Parent- 
Teacher Association is special- 
jly requesting her school chil¬ 
dren to bring in clothing on 
Wednesday for the children of 
the two families involved. 

In addition, Frank DeLoria of 
the Variety Store at 176 S. Main 
■ •St., not ^ from t|ie fire scene, 
said he was making up food 
baskets for the stricken fami¬ 
lies and would make his store 
the headquarters for conlribu* 
lions from other people, if they 
desired. 

Firemen had to return to the 
gutted house about 11:45 p. m. 
after a small flare-up. One truck 
went on the call. 


RUTLAND, VERMONT, WEDNESDAY MORNING, APRIL 29, 1964. 



Perched on his father's shoulders, this child 4 
and over 1,000 other spectators watch Rutland 
City firemen battle a blaze at 202 S. Main St. 


The two-story, wood frame house was destroyed. 
Two families were left homeless. They lost the 
bulk of their belongings. 


Fires, Fires Everywhere 


A barn was scorched and sev¬ 
eral other buildings threatened in 
a grass fire at Kdlington Avenue 
and Town Line Road Monday 
noon. 

Four city firemen aboard En¬ 
gine One went to the scene where 
they were joined later by another 
four men riding Engine Four. 
The fire was put out by 12:45. 
Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski 
said the blaze touched the prop¬ 
erty of several people. 

Town Fire Warden George Li- 
vak was also called to the scene. 

Before going to help at Killing- 
ton Avenue, Engine Four answer¬ 
ed a call at 15 Stratton Road, 
where a grass fire endangered 
gas tanks, at about 11:50 a.m. 
Tlie fire was put out before it 
hit the tanks. 

Engine Four then went to a fire 
at the city dump at noon and 
while there received the call to 
go to Killington. \ 

Other grass fires of the day 




were at Grand View Acres at 
about 12:50 in which buildings 
were threatened; Bellevue Avenue 
and Temple Street. 4:30; Stratton 
Road and Giorgetti Boulevard, 
6:15; and St. John St., 7:45. 

On Sunday they battled grass 
fires at Southern Boulevard 
about 8:30 p.m.; at 198 North 
Main St. about 8 p.m.; at 55 
Strongs Ave. about 4 p.m.; at 
173 West St. about 4 p.m,; at 
29 N. Main St. about 3:15 p.m.; 
at 99 Allen St., about 2:15 p.m.; 
at 62 Church St. about 1:58 p.m. 
and at 163 Forest St. about 12:50 
p.m. 

Sunday, about 1:35 p.m.. a 
grass fire threatened a truck 
owned by the II. A. Eddy Oil 
Co. at 235 Coolidge Ave. 

The truck received minor rear 
damage, according to firemen 

Firemen fought grass fires 
Saturday at 121 Harrington Ave. 
about 8:35 p.m. and at 144 Bax¬ 
ter St. about 3:30 p.m. 



Rutland firemen aim streams of water at the 
rear part of the two-faniily home at 202 S. Main 
St. late Tuesday afternoon. The home was total- 


. : ; Herald photo—Jackson 

iy destroyed by the flames said to have orig¬ 
inated from a grass fire, which spread to a 
55-gallon kerosene drum on the back porch. 
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Rutland firemen extinguish flames on one 
of three cow barns that turned into a roaring 
Inferno early Sunday morning at the Rutland 
Fairgrounds. Fire and smoke can be seen In 


Herald photo—Hinchey 
the foreground from the remains of two bams 
that were burned to the ground. There was no 
livestock in the barns at the time and the cause 
of the blaze is not know n. 


Fire. Levels Two Cattle Barns at Fair 


T-t ,,,, c _„J The animals had been remov- 

Unscheduled Excitement t {rom the old-dry wooden 
Close of Week Results From 
General Alarm Blaze. 


v * Scores of spectators watched 
an exciting unscheduled show 
Sunday about 12:30 a.m. at the 
Rutland Fair as a general 
alarm fire struck three cow 
barns. 

Two of the barns were burn¬ 
ed to the ground. 

The other one was gutted, but 
the fire was put out before it 

^nVW was hurt. * Fair offi¬ 
cials-said there were no cows 
in the barns. 


buildings Saturday afternoon, 
as the Fair closed. 

Fire -Chief Alfred .H. Kolton- 
ski and Sgt. Robert Richardson 
of the state Fire Marshal’s of¬ 
fice reported they checked the 
scene of the fire Sunday and 
will do so again J r ond3y. They 
reported the cause of the fire 
has not yet been determined. 

Chief Koltonski said his men 
fought-the blaze Sunday! rom 
about 12:30 a.m. to 2 a.m. when 
it was brought under control. 

By 4 a.m., he. said, it was 
all? over/ except foe :« fr A e 
smoldering. A watch was kept 
on the fire in case of another 
flare-up. _ __ 


Chief Koltonski said: “It was 
a fast • burning fire due to the 
fact the buildings were old and 
filled with hay.” 

He said his men performed 
before a big crowd. 

Edward G. Congdon of Clar¬ 
endon, president of the Fair, 
said Sunday the total dollar 
loss for the buildings has not 
yet been determined. He said 
the buildings were insured. 



ean Retires 


Ralph R. 

After 44 Years as a Fireman 


By BENNY ST. JOHN 

Asst. Fire Chief Ralph R. Bean has retired from the Rutland 
City Fire Department. 

Fire Chief Alfred Koltonski stated Thursday that Bean stepped 



down Dec. 12. 

Apparently the 70-year-old fireman retired due to failing health. 
Since he left his post he was ad¬ 
mitted to the Veterans Hospital 
at White River Junction, Kolton¬ 
ski reported. 

Bean had served as a Rutland 
fireman for over 44 years. He 
joined the department May 6, 

1920. He had worked for the Rut¬ 
land Railroad before that. 

Four years after joining the de¬ 
partment. Bean was promoted to 
tgtttain, and in 1930 to assistant 
(fife chief. He had held that title 
tmBl his retirement. , 

•&He was one of the best fire- 
Sen we had.” Koltonski said 
lljirsday. “He had lots of guts, 

“ Dd judgment, and he was faith- 
the chief added, 
flavor John J. Daley noted 
jirsday that not only was Bean 
^dedicated fireman, but he al- 
vays kept himself neat and look¬ 
ing like a fireman. 

"He would have made general 
if he were in the Marine Corps/ 

Daley said. 

Mthough Bean is 70 years old 
'looks and acts much younger, 
casionally he would comment 
at he could climb a ladder with 
{much ease as the other fire- 

ocause of bus outspokenness, 

B4bn had one run-in with city 
officials over policy. If he didn’t 
think things were being run right 
he’would say so. 

His verbal blasts landed him 
in the mayor's office not too 
long ago. face to face with the 
mayor, the fire chief and an al- 
dermanic committee. Bean had 
complained the administration 
.was having the wrong door wid- 
ned at the fire station. He 
light one of the other boy doors 


should have been 


RALPH R. BEAN 

also an avid fisherman. During 
the moments he wasn’t fishing 
he enjoyed fly tying. Bean spent 
many hours sitting at his window 
in the fire station tying what 
flies he thought he would need 
during the fishing season. 

Since Bean's retirement Chief 
Koltonski has promoted Frank 
Seward to first assistant chief. 
Seward, who joined the depart¬ 
ment in 1924. was second assis¬ 
tant chief. 

1 Capt. James Rice, who has been 
a fireman for about 37 years, has 
been promoted to second assis¬ 
tant chief, andj John Olson 1 


Besides being frank. Bean is 


first been v appointed capl 


ski reported. 
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Fire Guts Storeroom and Kitchen in D owntown Rutland Hotel' 
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Hotel Berwick former kitchen at right center of this diagram 
is where the general alarm fire Sunday afternoon began. Fire¬ 
men attacked the blaze from the alley between the Herald 
building and the Wilson Sports Equipment Co, garage, and from 
I Uie rear of the Hotel Berwick and/the roof of Wilson Sports. 
Smoke permeated the hotel, the Pike Insurance Agency, Paul's 
Cleaners and the Singer Sewing Machine Co. store. Kitchen was 
used for storage purposes only. 




I SrrT • * — - * 1 

The old. passage between the 
kitchen and tho Tiki Lounge on 
Wales Street * had been closed 
off. The .hotel was reopened 
Nov. 1$ afterN undergoing ex¬ 
tensive redecoration inside and 
out. 

About 40 firemen and volun¬ 
teers, assisted by West Rutland, 
Proctor and Plttsford fire de¬ 
partments, fought the blaze for 
an hour before they had it un- 
ider control. 

Using three lines of hose, 
'they attacked the fire from the 
j alley, through the front lobby 
of the hotel which opens onto 
Center Street, and from the roof 
of an adjacent building. Once 
they gained entrance into the 
storeroom they were handicap¬ 
ped by a triple ceiling between 
the first and second floors. 

Repeatedly the firefighters 
swarmed in after beating down 
flames dancing on the roof of 
the kitchen section. Repeatedly 
they were driven back by thick 
gobs of smoke that would billow 
out of the partitions, sending 
them coughing and gasping for 
fresh air. 

Chief Koltonski said the fire 
was particularly dangerous be¬ 
cause of the location of t h e 
building. All buildings on the 
; north side of Center Street 
were exposed to the flames, as 
well as th*: res* of the hotel. 
“If it had^gotten to the main 

(Continued on Page 13) 


Section’s Most Dangerous 
Blaze in Several Years 
Damages Berwick. 

A smoky blaze in the back 
P a r t • of the Hotel Berwick 
brouglU on a general - alarm 
call here Sunday afternoon, but 
firemen kept the flames from 
spreading and averted what 
could have been one of the busi¬ 
ness district’s worst fixes in sev¬ 
eral years. \ 

Three neighboring depart¬ 
ments sent men and equipment 
to help. » | 

The firefighters had jto grope 
through a rabbit - wqrrcn of 
corridors and alleys 1 through 
dense clouds of oily c ,ioke. 

There were a couple of cases 
of smoke inhalation, butlno ser¬ 
ious injury. 

All 17 guests of the newly-re¬ 
opened hotel were evacuated 
safely. The main part of t h e 
hotel — and the surrounding 
buildings sustained ]o n 1 y 

smoke damage. 

The fire scene was a wooden 
section of the hotel at Wales 

and Center Streets, formerly 
used as the main hotel kitchen, 
and recently used as a store¬ 
room. It was to have been re¬ 
opened as a kitchen soon, the 
hotel's owner said. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski 
said the fire apparently started 
in a pile of rubbish under the 
storeroom, and quickly spread. 

The first call to the depart¬ 
ment came from The Herald 
about 3:30 p.m. A woman — in, 
the excitement nobody got her 
name — dashed into the news 
room and gave the word. 

The fire scene was right next 
to the southwest corner of The 
Herald’s composing room. The 
composing room windows were 
red wilh the glare of flames 
belching from the second-story 
kitchen windows in the alley 
only a few feet away. The alley 
leads to Willow Street. 

Chief Koltonski estimated, 
from the advanced state of the 
fire when his men first arrived, 
that it had been burning about 
15 minutes. 

Several people reported hear¬ 
ing a small explosion — which 
Koltonski said was probably a 
hot-air explosion — a few min¬ 
utes before the alarm was 
siunded. 

Fire trucks arrived at t h e 
scene within minutes after the 
Fcall, and firemen promptly ask¬ 
ed general alarm. The 

only ready entrance to ‘Hie 
storeroom, through .the alley 
between The Herald building 
and Wilson’s Sporting Goods 
warehouse, was nearly sealed 
off by fire and smoke. _j 




f » _, Herald photo — Bennett 

Rutland Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski (in while hat) veils 

* Bp*rwEir 0 n, h t0 CUy ,lre I mc " on ,he * r0lln<l below kitchen of Hotel 
. Berwick, where general alarm fire boiled up Sunday afternoon. 


Herald photo — Bennett 
Some of the several hundred (hat watched Sunday's general 
alarm fire stand outside the Herald on Willow Street and peer up- 
w ard ov er fire truck at firemen lighting blaze. 
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Fire Guts Part of Hotel 


4 . .> • . .... 

(Continued from Page One) 


building it would have been 
real trouble/' said Koltonski. 

Preventing fire from spread¬ 
ing was . the firemen’s main 
concern. The Pike Insurance 
Agency, Paul’* Dry Cleaners, 
and 'Singer Company, all on 
Center Street, had some smoke 
damage, but the fire did not 
get into the buddings. 

Firemen stayed at the scene 
until after 8 p.m., checking for 
aparks, and were called back 
at 10:15 p.m. to extinguish a 
small blaze which reignited. 

A crowd estimated at more 
than 300 stood in sub-freezing 
weather to watch the fire, 
which covered the downtown 
area with smoke. 

The Rutland Police Depart¬ 
ment had 20 men at the scene, 
and Koltonski said they were 
very helpful in blocking off the 
area and keeping spectators out 
of the way. Chief John L. Dinn 
and Acting Capt. Samuel C. 
Gorruso directed the policemen, 
who were gathered for the an¬ 
nual meeting of the Rutland Po- 

Cltv as the smoke rolled uri 


Street, where an oil burner 
flooded. 

No serious injuries resulted 
from the fire, although two 
people were overcome by 
smoke. Herald sports reporter 
David Hakins breathed t o o 
much smoke while trying for a 
photograph. He was admitted to 
Rutland Hospital, where h i s 
physician reported his condition 
as "good." 

Assistant Chief Frank H, 
Seward was treated by a doc¬ 
tor at the scene after he was 
overcome, but stayed on the job 
until the fire was out. 

None of the guests in t h e 
hotel at the time of the fire 
were in danger, although one 
couple was in a room adjacent 
to the burning building. They 
were taken to the Bardwell Ho- 
tel for the night. 

William I. Ginsburg, owner of 
the Berwick, said it was too 
soon to estimate the amount of 
damage, but he said the whole 
section of the building w 1 d 
probably have to be replaced. 
He said it was partially cover- 



Herald photo — St. John 


y fireman (right), atop the Wilson Sports ga- 
•treet, directs a stream of water on a blaze 


A Rutland City I 
rage at Willow Stre_ 

under billowing .mokwthat broke dut Sunday afternoon in a .lore 
Berwick Hotel;'Two Herald reporter* watch the 
activity from the roof of, the Herald building. 

-I—- 
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Assistance 


The Pittsford Fire De¬ 
partment proved again 
Sunday here that mutual 
aid among lire departments 
is highly desirable. 

With Rutland firemen 
busy battling the fire at the 
rear of the Berwick Hotal* 
Pittsford firemen* on a 
standby basis, were s u m- 
moned to a flooded oil burn¬ 
er fire at 51 E, Center $L 
Sunday about 5:40 p.m. 

Under the leadership of 
Capt. John W. Barnard Jr, 
the Pittsford men prevent¬ 
ed what might have been 
a serious fire at the home 
of Hugh M. Rounds* When 
they arrived at the home, 
leaking oil was on fire in 
the< cellar of the home, 
There was no serious dam¬ 
age, they said, except for 
the smoke. They returned to 
the Rutland station at 6:05 
pm A fire extinguisher 
and a smoke ejector was 
used. 


' # 1 > | 

Investigation Fails to Reveal Cause 

Of Fire at Rear of Hotel on Sunday i 


By BILL PORTER 

An investigation Monday fail 
ed to determine who or what 
started the fire which destroy¬ 
ed a two - story section of the 
Hotel Berwick Sunday after¬ 
noon. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Kolton- 
ski said he and Sgt Robert 
Richards of the State Fire Mar¬ 
shall office examined the ruins 
and found the blaze definitely 
began in a rubbish pile under 
the building, but they discover¬ 
ed nothing to indicate the 
cause, 

Koltoi^ki said the extreme 
cold temperature almost ruled 
out the possibility of spontan¬ 
eous ignition. 

A small explosion was heard 
by several people shortly before 


Chief Believes Building Was 
Burning 30 Minutes Before 
Alarm Was' Rung. 








Herald photo — Bennett 
Steady stream of water is aimed at blaze from roof of Wilson 
Sports garage In view from roof of adjacent Herald building. 


the flames were seen. At first 
it was thought to be a hot air 
explosion. But no one beard any 
of the sounds which usually Ac¬ 
company such an explosion, 
such as windows breaking, 
which led the investigators to 
doubt the original explanation 
of the blast. 

It is now believed the build¬ 
ing must have been burning at 
least 30 minutes before the Fire 
Department was notified. When 
the men arrived* about 3:30 
p,m,* the fire was potentially 
extremely dangerous because 
of the location. The only ap¬ 
proach to the burning building 
was by a network of small al¬ 
leys, which were too narrow for 
ladders to be set up, 

Koltonskl said a large portion 
of Rutland's business district 
was in danger* including the 
main part of the hotel and the 
buildings on the north side of 
Center Street 

Twice the flames did break 
through to the adjoining exter¬ 
ior wall of the hotel* but both 
times firemen were able to pre¬ 
vent them from spreading. ■ 

With - the help of Proctor, 
West Rutland* and Pittsford fire 
departments about 40 Rutland 
firemen managed to limit the 
destruction to the storeroom 
and kitchen* except for some 
smoke damage in part of the 
hotel and in a few buildings 
separated from the fire by only 
a narrow passage. * 

The whole block was covered 
with thick* black, and pungent, 
smoke* which greatly hindered 
firemen when they finally got 
inside the building. Koltonski 
said the smoke came from a 
large quantity of grease which 
was left in the hood over the 
kitchen range when the hotel 
was closed. He said he noticed 
the grease when the hotel was 
last inspected* about a year ago. 

William I. Ginsburg. owner of 
the Berwick* said* 'The fire de¬ 
partment did an exceptionally 
good job. They are very effi¬ 
cient, one of the most outstand¬ 
ing fire departments in t h e 
state, and of course the help 
they received meant a great 
deal' in saving the property 
along the slreet,* 1 . 

Guests at the Berwick who 
were taken to the Bardwell Ho¬ 
tel when the fire"started moved 
back to their old rooms about 


noon Monday. At 4 p.m. Mrs. 
Thomas Eddy,an employe at 
the Berwick* said "everything 
is going on as usual.** Four new 
guests had checked into the ho¬ 
tel at that time, 

Ginsburg said no estimate as 
to the extent of damage has 
been made yet, but the burned 
section will have to be torn 
down and completely rebuilt. 
Work will begin soon on the des¬ 
troyed section. The Berwick re¬ 
opened about Nov. is after be¬ 
ing closed for some time for 
remodeling. The building had 
undergone extensive redecora- 
tion inside and out. 

The IT people staying in the 
hotel at the time of the fire 
were moved out by the staff, 
with no one ever in serious 
danger, although one woman 
who had a broken shoulder had 
to tie helped by 15 - year - old 
David Stickles, n bellhop: 

The desk clerk on duty at the 
time learned of the fire from a 
guest who said he looked out 
the window of his second story 
room and saw a wall of flames 
a few feet away. The clerk pull¬ 
ed the alarm* which rang in 
the fire department a few min¬ 
utes after the. first call had 
come in, ’ 

Another Berwick bellhop, 
Thomas McKirryher* 19, stayed at 
the hotel throughout the night, 
checking the burned area for 
sparks every i5 minutes. About 
the fifth time he checked*-10:15 
p.m., he spotted smoke and a 
small I area burning, reignited 
by sparks. The fire trucks again 
rushed to the scene and quickly 
extinguished the fire. , 
Sandwiches and coffee were 
served, to the firemen at the 
Tiki Lounge and brought in by 
several other restaurants, which 
Chief Koifonski said was great¬ 
ly appreciated.'He also said the 
assistance of the neighboring 
fire departments was invalu¬ 
able. 

































Patrolman Emmett J. Fleming (right) and 
a fireman (left) help fireman William Houston 
of 255 Lincoln Ave. Wednesday after he was 
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THURSDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 10, 19 


Rutland firemen Wednesday eve¬ 
ning, for the second time in less 
than a week, responded to a seri¬ 
ous fire. And again they proved 
their ability. 

The men extinguished a fire 
about 11 p.m. in a two-story 
wooden house at 142 Crescent St. 
i recently acquired by Patrick and 
Mary Bruno. The house was seri¬ 
ously damaged. 

Chief Alfred H. Koltonski said 
the fire apparently began in the 
cellar and worked its way to the 
attic. There apparently was no 
furniture in the house. The Brunos 
are redecorating. 

No one was in the house at the 
time of the fire. 

Fireman William Houston of 255 
Lincoln Ave., was overcome by 
smoke. He was helped down a lad¬ 
der from the second floor and 
rushed to the Rutland Hospital. 

Koltonski said the oil burner 
furnace might have been the 
cause. Homes nearby were never 
in danger, be said. Thirty-five 
men battled the fire. 

City police blocked off the area. 

The fire was "knocked out*' io 
about a half hour. By midnight, 
firemen were probing walls and 
ceilings for sparks and hot spots. 

About 200 spectators looked on 
in heavy coats and pajamas. 
Some were huddled in blankets. 
Mayor John J. Daley was among 
the spectators. 

Even though they were shiver¬ 
ing, many stayed for at least 15 
minutes. 

They saw firemen vanish in¬ 
to great clouds of smoke and 
heard the smashing of windows. 


House Blaze 






Uniformed and call firemen at window of 
home in flames late Wednesday at 142 Cres- 


Hcrald photo—St. John 
cent St. Home of Mr. and Mrs. Pa-trick Bruno 
was saved, though severely damaged by flames. 


Firemen Halt 
Crescent St. 


ucraia pnoio— jacKson 
overcome by smoke at the fire at 142 Crescent 
St. about 11:15 p. m. Houston was taken to the 
Rutland Hospital. His condition is good. 
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Young Rutlander 
Accused of Arson 


Robert C. Chandler, 24-Year-Old Machinist, Ar¬ 
raigned Before Judge Sullivan, Charged With 
Setting Fire to Wooden Building on Wales Street. 


A 24-year-old Rutland mach¬ 
inist was arraigned late Mon¬ 
day afternoon on charges of 
second degree arson, with a pro 
forma plea of not guilty enter¬ 
ed for him by Judge Richard F. 
Sullivan. 

Robert C Chandler was 
charged with “wilfully and mal- 
iciously" setting fire to a wood¬ 
en frame building at 63 Wales 
St. shortly before 1 a.m. Mon¬ 
day. The building houses Harry 
Genovesi’s appliance ^ service 
center and two apartments 


The special session pf MftnM lakfn * or questioning. 


cipai Court was hehfc at Rut*^ 
land County Jail at 6:45 p.m. 
Jddge Sullivan read the charge 
to Chandler, and informed him 
of his rights as a defendant 
with a felony. 

Chandler was remanded t£ 
County Jail when he couldn’t 
post $1,000 bail. He is expected 
to enter a. formal plea of not 
guilty Tuesday morning, when 
he appears in court with his 
lawyer, Theodore Corsones. 

Chandler was picked up for 
questioning about 2 p.m. Mon- 
day by Sgt. Robert Richardson 
of the state fire marshal’s of 
fice, and Rutland Patrolman 
Eugene Roussil. 

Richardson was called in to 
investigate a fire which Chief 
Alfred H. Koltonski said start 
ed in a pile of rubbish and rags 
in the rear of the Wales Street 
building, owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Woodbury. 

The fire was reported by Pa 
trolman Emmett Felming, who 


said Chandler ran up to him 
on the street and said there ; wa$ 
a fire in the alley beside the 
building. The structure had one 
occupant, who was evacuated 
at the time of the fire. The 
blaze was extinguished in a 
very short time by Rutland 
firemen, with the structure 
damaged slightly. 

The fire was investigated for 
several hours by Richardson 
Chandler 

_ _ A !_I_ 


and Roussil before 


They were waiting in front 
his third-floor apartment at 6' 
Edson St. 

After three hours of interro*. 
gation States Atty.' Arthur E. 
Crowley Jr. issued a warrant 
for Chandler’s arrest 


Robert C. Chandler. 24 (center), charged 
#ilh second degree arson, and his wife, Rose¬ 
mary, talk with his lawyer. Atty ? Theodore G. 
Corsones, after Chandler pleadedCnqt?guilty by 
of Insanity in Rutland Municipal Court 
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Tuesday to seating the fire which damaged a 
Wales Street building early Monday morning. 
Chandler was taken to the Vermont State Hos¬ 
pital in Waterbury for examination. Chandler 
was arrested Monday. 


Not Guilty, Insanity Is Plea 
Of Man Accused of Arson 


uJat/toh 
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Alert Police 
And Firemen 
Avert Blaze 


Through the efforts of a 
quick-acting policeman, city 
firemen were able to prevetit 
the gutting of a wood frame 
building on Wales Street ear¬ 
ly Monday. 

Patrolman Emmett J. Flem¬ 
ing spotted a small blaze and 
turned in the alarm from the 
call box at Wales and Center 
Streets, about 1 a.m. Four 
trucks arrived on the scene 
ami extinguished the blaze in 
about two minutes. 

'Hie fire started in a pile 
of rubbish and rags on top of 
an oil tank behind 63 Wales St. 
The building houses the Appli¬ 
ance Service Center operated 
by Harry F. Genovesi of 117 
Granger St. Two apartments 
are also In the structure. 

Patrolman Fleming stated 
be kicked in the door and 
warned the lone occupant of 
the fire. One of the apartments 
was vacant. 

The firemen used a booster 


A plea of not guilty by rea¬ 
son of insanity was entered 
Tuesday for a Rutland man 
charged with second degree ar¬ 
son. 

Robert C. Chandler, 24, ac¬ 
cused of setting a fire which 
damaged a Wales Street build¬ 
ing early Monday morning, 
was taken by Sheriff J. Fred 
Carbine to the Vermont State 
Hospital in Waterbury for ob¬ 
servation after the arraign¬ 
ment. 

Atty. Theodore G. Corsones, 
appointed by the court to de¬ 
fend Chandler, entered the plea 
for his client and asked Judge 
Richard F. Sullivan to admit him 
to. the hospital for examination. 

Chandler was arrested late 
Monday afternoon and arraign¬ 
ed at 6:45 p.m. that 
entered a pro forma p 
guilty at that time. 


set at $1,000 and the defendant 
was lodged in Rutland County 
Jail when he couldn’t provide 
.that sum. 

At Tuesday’s formal arraign¬ 
ment State’s Atty. Arthur E. 
Crowley asked that bail be rais¬ 
ed to $2,500. Judge Sullivan 
took the motion under advise¬ 
ment, but bail was continued at 
$1,000 because Chandler will be 
confined while at Waterbury 
anyway. 

Chandler was picked up by 
police after Rutland Patrolman 
Eugene Roussil and Sgt Robert 
Richardson of the state mar¬ 
shal's office had made a tho¬ 
rough investigation of Sunday’s 
fire, which started in a pile of 
rubbish in *an alley beside Gen- 
ovesi'5 appliance store. 
•^Richardson was in Rutland 
a week ago investigating 
also started in a pile of 
which destroyed a two- 
section of the Hotel Her¬ 
on Wales Street Dec. 6. 

, a machine operator 
the Vermont Marble Co., 
with his wife and three 
in a third - floor apart¬ 
ment at 6 Edson St. 






hose to extinguish the blaze 
and returned to the station 
at 1:22 a.m. 

Chief Alfred H. Koltonski 
stated ^rat due to the myster- 
ioh$ origin of the blaze that 
the State Fire Marshal’s Of¬ 
fice would be notified. 

_ — -M 
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With flames lapping only a few feet away, Rutland City fire- son of Mr. and Mrs. Delbert 

men and police fight to bring Saturday night fire under control on apartment. At left' * VssUtan “MefJ*"™*' Mcc a rthi At right 

«... o.Jli Th» hi0,0 m.i ioH O hnlldinff owned hv P. J. Cantona parfment and at right la Patrolman Daniel Mctartnj. ai rigm 

center U Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski. 


mi ll nnu puuvi iis 11 * w ">{j uh.w. mw.t ----— 

State Street. The blaze gutted a building owned by P. J. Cantona 
of Washington, D.C., and claimed the life of the nine-month-old 
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Rutland Tot Perishes in 
General Alarm State 
Street Blaze. 


By BENNY ST. JOHN 
A general alarm fire at 95 
State St. late Saturday night 
claimed the life of a nine-month- 
old boy, sent six others to the 
hospital, wiped out a business, 
and left one family homeless. 

State fire officials promptly 
opened ai) investigation of the 
blaze. 

Dead is' Delbert Hanson, Jr., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Delbert 
Hanson who were burned out of 
their second-floor apartment 
The child was overcome as 
he slept* in his playpen in the 
Hanson apartment. The smoke 
was pouring through the floor 
of the apartment from the May¬ 
tag Automatic Laundry where 
the fire apparently started. The 
‘youth was pronounced dead at 
the scene. • • 

His sister Michele. 1V4, was 
felled by smoke, as was Rut 
land Patrolman Jack Spafford 
They were rushed to Rutland 
Hospital. Spafford*was'released 

Sunday. Michele was reported 
to be improving from a serious 
case of smoke inhalation. 

Mrs. Hanson, and . another 
daughter, three - year - old 
Diana, were treated at the hos¬ 
pital Saturday night and re¬ 
leased, as were Wi\s Florence 
Wisell and Charles LaFrance. 

Miss Wisell, 56, and LaFrance, 
76, occupied an apartment, ac¬ 
cording to officials, next to the 
Hanson apartment over Zemo’s 
Dugout. a bar. Hanson was 
visiting relatives at the time of 
the fire. • 

Rutland City firemen battled 
the general alarm blaze for 
nearly three hours with every 
piece of equipment at their dis* 
posal. 

The fire was reported about 
9:45 p.m. Harold Coitey, who 
said ho was rooming with the 
Hansons,, stated Sunday night 
he noticed smoke pouring up 
through the floor of the apart-j 
ment just as he was getting 
ready to go to bed. 

Coitey said he grabbed Mich¬ 
ele and Diane out of their beds 
and carried them to the back 
porch. 

He tried \o rescue Delbert 
from the apartment too, but the 
smoke was too dense, he said. 
Coitey said he then rushed to 
a telephone to call the fire de¬ 
partment. When he left, he add¬ 
ed, the children must have got¬ 
ten panicky and had run back 
into the apartment. 

Four fire engines, the ladder 
truck and the service truck ar¬ 
rived nt the scene within min¬ 
utes. Smoke was pouring from 

(Continued on Page Two) 



Dummerston Man Lost 
After Home Burns, Is 
Found in Snow. 


Herald photo — Slattery 
A city fireman prepares to enter smoke, filled apartment 
above automatic laundry at 95 State St. Saturday night during a 
general alarm fire which claimed one life. The room was damag¬ 
ed by flames that started behind one of the automatic gai-dryers 
below. Also damaged was an unoccupied store formerly a fish 
market. Wires melted by (lames hang at left. 
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State Street 
Tot Dies 

(Continued from Page One) 


the laundromat and a vacant 
store next to it. formerly oc¬ 
cupied by the Fish Pier. Smoke 
permeated the second floor 
of the two - story brick struc¬ 
ture. 

Thomas’s Restaurant and 
Zemo’s, which flank the fire- 
ravaged stores and apartments, 
were still open for business. 
Customers stood at the bar ap¬ 
parently unaware of what was 
going on. 

About 34 firemen and five 
policemen worked hand-in-hand 
rescuing the tenents, fighting 
the fire, keeping back a swell 
ing crowd and directing traffic 

Patrolman Russell Randlett 
reported that when he arrived 
at the scene Mrs. Hanson then 
standing on her upstairs back- 
porch was yelling: “My children 
are in the house!" 

Randlett said Mrs. Hanson led 
him into the smoke • filled 
apartment through the back 
door of the Wisell apartment 
out the front door and into the 
hallway. He found three-year 
old Diane at the end of t h e 
hall. 

Randlett picked the child up 
, and carried her back to t h e 
Wisell apartment where M r s. 
Hanson was waiting for him. 

“When I got back to the 
front door where Mrs.. Hanson 
was waiting for me. she told 
I me Miss Wisell had inadvert¬ 
ently locked us in the room/* 
Randlett said. > 

“l broke in the door, and 
took the child and Mrs. Hanson 
to the porch where Fireman 
John Kent took them to the 
police cruiser." 

Randlett said be and two 
firemen went back into the 
building. 

He led LaFrance and Miss 
Wisell out of the building and 
Fireman David Seward went 
into the smoke * filled Hanson 
apartment to get the limp body 
of Michele. She was under her 
crib. They carried her into 
Zemo's where mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation and V>xygen were 
applied to revive her. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Kolton- 
ski said that he and Patrolman 
Daniel McCarthy tried to g e t 
into the Hanson apartment to 
rescue -Delbert, but their at- 
tempt was foiled by dense 
clouds of smoke. 

• The child’s body was finally 
rescued from the building by 
fireman Gerald Moore who got 
into the apartment by ladder 
through a front window. 

The laundromat was com 
pletely engulfed in flames by 
this time, and great clouds of 
dark gray smoke were billow¬ 
ing into the sky. Firemen used 
four booster lines, two two-and- 
one-half-inch hoses, and axes to 
fight the fire from the front, 
.backhand top of the building. 


CUy firemen (top left) apply a smoke ejec¬ 
tor to the windowsill of the room at 95 State 


Herald photo — Slallery 
St. where Delbert Hanson Jr., nine months, died 
of smoke inhalation in a Saturday night blaze. 










































They smashed out the win¬ 
dows, and chopped a hole in 
the roof of the laundromat to al¬ 
low the smoke to escape so they 
could get at the fire. 

The crowd of about 200 people 
retreated to the walks along Slate 
Street when electric wires fell 
sparking to the street and lay 
flaming in the snow. 

The burning wires continued 
to spark intermittently until a 
Central Vermont Public Service 
Corp. crew turned off the elec¬ 
trical power at a nearby trans¬ 
former. 

Chief Koltonski stated Sunday 
the fire had a pretty’good start 
by the time the alarm was call¬ 
ed. *. • 

He said the fire 'broke out 
through the roof soon after the 
firemen arrived. Koltonski re¬ 
ported the blaze apparently 
started behind a gas dryer in 
the laundromat, which is nearly 
30 yards in extent.- Every 
machine in the place was ruin 
ed and the interior was burned 
out. The vacant store next to 
the laundromat was damaged 
by the fire, as w^s the Hanson 
apartment. 

Koltonski and Robert Rich 
ardson, a state fire marshal, 
viewed the ruins Sunday after 
noon. Koltonski said the inves¬ 
tigation would continue Monday 
to try and determine what caus 
cd the fire. 

It was reported that the build 
ing is owned by P. J. Cantona 
of Washington, D. C. Edwin 
Morgan of Rutland managed the 
laundromat. 

Mrs. Alice Cobb, sister of 
Cantona, said Sunday all of the 
Hansons' belongings were des¬ 
troyed. She said they lost their 
clothing and furniture. They did 

not have any insurance, Mrs. 
Cobb added. The insurance on 
the buildings, she said, does not 
cover the belongings of the ten¬ 
ants. 

The Hansons have temporar¬ 
ily moved in with relatives at 
Strongs Avenue. 

Miss Wisell and LaFrancc 
were back in their State Street 
apartment Sunday night. 

As has often happened, a sec¬ 
ond fire broke out in Rutland 
Saturday night ns firemen bat¬ 
tled the general alarm blaze. 

Koltonski said that shortly af¬ 
ter 11 p.m. two engines were 
sent from the State Street fire 
to Campbell Road where Myles 
Pratico’s house was burning. 
Firemen said a partition caught 
fire from a fireplace. The fire 
was doused with a booster hose. 
Damage was comparatively mi¬ 
nor. firemen said- 
While firemen were fighting 
a general alarm blaze at the 
Hotel Berwick Dec. 6 another 
fire broke out at the home of 
Hugh M. Rounds of 51 East 
Center St. The Pittsford Fire 
Department, called to help fight 
the Berwick fire, was sent to 
douse the East Center Street 
Jirc. 

In April, 1963, Rutland fire¬ 
men were called from a gener¬ 
al alarm blaze in the basement 
of the Army - Navy Store to 
ut out a partition fire at the 
ome of Mrs. Eva Crandall of 
17 Stratton Road. 

, The death of the Hanson baby 
marked the first lime Rutland ] 

| has had a fatal fire since April 
19, 1959, when Demetrio Prati- 
co, 76, .died in a fire at his 
-home on Spruce Street. 

Private funeral services for 
Delbert L. Hanson Jr., will be 
held Monday at the Tedesco Fu¬ 
neral Home. 

He w a s born in Rutland 
March 16, 1964, son of Delbert 
L. and Esther (Belden) Han¬ 
son. 

Survivors include his parents,: 
two sisters, Diana Lynn and j 
Michele Ann; a half - sister,! 
Anna Marie Hanson of fan 
Francisco, Calif.; maternal 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Jo-: 

, seph Reldcn of Strongs Avenue 
and his paternal grandmother. 
Mrs. Irene Bressier of San 
Francisco. v'- , 

Burial will be in Evergreen 
Cemetery. 





While city fireman with pack pump attempts 
stop (ire in grass, other firemen atop roof of 
ise on North Main Street near Field Avenue 


Herald photo—Bennett 
Monday. The fire began as a small grass blaze* 
but the wind whipped it 300 yards to the house 
and the general alarm was sanded. The houses 


ir water oft blase that at* its way up the rear was badly damaged hut>4hore were no serious 

the house and onto the roof shortly after noon Injuries. (Story* other photo, Page 9) 
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Flames and smoke pour from this house 
ir Godnick’s Fine Furniture Store just after 
.ii Monday In a general alarm fire that began 


raced 300 yards across a Held- 

way up the. rear of the home. There were no ser¬ 
ious Injuries. City firemen-have been plagued 

...Hi. rt^c Vahor nhnln Pflize 1) 


Monday in a general alarm lire mav , r nm. ir— - 

small grass blaze on Lincoln Avenue and > will} grass tires. (See. other photo. Page 









































Becomes General Alarmer 


All Equipment Is Thrown 
Into Battle as House on 
Main St. Is Damaged. 


By BRAD DENNY 
A grass fire raced across 300 
ards of open field just after 
ioon Monday and turned into a 
general alarm blaze that nearly 
mgulfed a house next to God 
■lick's Fine Furniture Store on 
Vorth Main Street. No one was 
hurt seriously. 

The barn and laundry room, 
»oth in the rear section of the 
iwelling owned by the Godnick 
family, were wrecked, accord¬ 
ing to Mrs. Madalyn J. Brooks, 
its occupant. 

The fire department reported 
the fire began as a grass fire 
it 260 Lincoln Ave. just before 
•loon. Fire Car 5, a pickup 
ruck which carries its own wa- 
er tank, the department’s an* 
wer US gra£s fires, sped to the 
cene. 


Engine 4 was dispatched to 
aid in the battle at 12:06 and 
Engine 3 followed at 12:20. 

A general alarm was sounded 
at 12:24 p.m.when the available 
equipment proved insufficient 


home. ^ ^ 

Engines 3 and 1 answered th 
general alarm and, when the 
ladder truck was called at 
1:51 p.m., every piece of equip¬ 
ment in the department had 
visited the scene. 

Mrs. Brown said that she left 
the building before the fire 
reached it, after rescuing her 
five cats. 

While the firemen poured wa¬ 
ter on the burning structure 
they continued to fight the 
fires which broke out frequent¬ 
ly in the blackened grass be¬ 
tween Lincoln Avenue and 
North Main Street. Meanwhile 
olice detoured traffic arounc 
“ield Avenue and out Lincoln. 
Mrs. Brown reported her fur¬ 
nishings had suffered heavy 
smoke damage but not much 
damage from fire or water. 

The Godnicks were unavail¬ 
able'for comment, but their in¬ 
surance agent, Donald Papi 
neau, reported that the house 
was fully insured for fire dam¬ 
age. 

When it was all over, Fire 
Chief Koltonski decried the 
“poor judgment” of people who 
burn rubbish near dry grass 
area and leave it burning 
where the wind may get at it. 

He said that such burning is 
only allowed in an incinerator 
from which the burning mater¬ 
ial cannot be blown free by the 
wind. He stated he thinks 
number of the recent grass 
fires hav<? been deliberately set 
by youngsters and others. 

The chief added that he has 
information concerning the ident¬ 
ity of at least some of these peo* 

I pie. 

r lo addition to the general alarm, 
iKoltonski's department was call¬ 
ed^ to extinguish grass 
Hires at 62 Water St. at ll 
a.m., on Creek Road at 1: 
Af ’ * l 10 Georgetti Blvd., 


V: ».. 

— 


3:45 p.m., on Meadow Street at 


3:48 p.m., 'at 


29 N. Main St. 
at Allen Street 




at 3:51 p.m., 

and Stratton Road at: 7:29 
Meadow Street 1 at 
on Freeman Av$d- 
Atf 7fi 


p.m 

7:33 


on 

- - -- ---P-HL,---- 

and flames licked their way to Due at 8:15 P- m - and ^ 
the back of the large frame at 8:18 P-m. 

home. 


and At*‘78 
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.•/, , v Firemen test River Street sewer for explosive material about 
an,‘hour after a blast hurled the manhole cover through three 
inches of asphalt and eight feel into the air. The test showed 
vthe sewer line still contained explosive fumes, probably froirt* 
gasoline, according to Fire Chief Allred II. Koltonski (pointing). 
City police blocked off River, Street from the bridge to Granger 
Street after the explosion. 
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Rutland Fire Chief Alfred II. Koltonski (in 
white coat) supervises as employes of Rutland 
Plywood, city and town firemen prepare to 


Herald photo — Slattery 
douse the burning embers of the roof of the 
Center Rutland plant boiler room after the Sat- 
urday after noon blare was brought under control. 


Firemen Confine Plywood Plant Blaze 
To Boiler Room: Chase Grass Fires 


By BRAD DENNY 
A potentially disastrous fire at 
the Rutland Plywood Carp, in 
Center Rutland was extinguished 
Saturday afternoon after- burn¬ 
ing only the plant’s boiler room 
roof. 

• Robert Bigelow, manager of the 
plywood plant, credited speedy 
action by the four fire depart- 


Four Departments Fight 
Flames Saturday in Center 
Rutland. 


ments which answered the alarm 
with saving the woodworking 
complex which includes Carr is 
Reels Inc. as well as Rutland 
Plywood He said that sparks 
from the boiler fire may. have 
lodged in the roof and smoldered 
there until bursting into flames 
shortly before 1 p.m. 

Firemen from Rutland City, 
Rutland Town, West Rutland and 
Proctor drenched the threatened 
buildings to prevent the fire from 
spreading among the flammable 
wood products. Employes of Car¬ 
ds Reels and Rutland Plywood 
fought the blaze unUl firemen ar¬ 
rived but, Bigelow said, lacked 
the water supply necessary to do 
the job. 

Traffic was backed up on Route 
4 west to the West. Proctor Road 
and east to Temple Crossing 
while fire fighting equipment was 
deployed. Rutland City firemen, 
called at 12:50 p.m., had returned 
to their quarters by 2:50 p.m. 

Bigelow said Sunday afternoon 
that the roof had been repaired, 
and debris cleaned up. Tha boiler, 
he added, appeared to be undam- 

ffa* ftr. was the 
***** 


River St. where they employed 
an axe and three booster hoses to 
subdue a fire in 12 minutes. 

Grass fires Sunday sent them 
to 190 Stratton Road at 11:04 a.m.. 
Meadow Street at 11:42 a m.. 127 
Park St at 12:04 p.m., 36 Mea¬ 
dow St. at 1:13 p.m.. Avenue A 
at 1:46 p.m.. River Street at 2:42 
p.m.. Spruce Street at 2:45 p.m.. 
Meadow Street at 7:11 p.m., Kil- 
lington Avenue at 7:15 p.m., St. 
Peter's baseball field at 7:50 p.m., 
Northeast School at 7:56 p.m., 
Forest Street at 8:03 p.m., Spruce 
Street at 8:li p.m. and Orchard 
Drive at 8:16 p.m. 

Grass fires Saturday sent them 
to Calvary Cemetery at 12:15 
p.m., Mansfield Place at 1:25 
p.m., Emmett Avenue at 2:05 
p.m.. the city dump at 2:15 p.m., 
Cleveland Avenue at 2:40 p.m., 
Stratton Road at 3 p.m., Mohoney 
Avenue at 3:20 p.m., Meadow 
Street at 6:25 p.m., and White 
Playground at 8:55 p.m. 

-j*g |. Jt 
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THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 13, 1965. 


M O U S/e 
Fire 


a u s e 


Ifi'oJI 


■Officials Say Children 
1 Threw Matches at It, 


|«\ 


Set Home Ablaze. 


1 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski 
said Monday a Robbins Street 
house fire Saturday was started 
by children who tried to scare a 
mouse. A family of 10 lost most 
of its possessions in the blaze 
which gutted the' two*story WOod 
frame dwelling. 

Chief Koltonski credited a teen¬ 
age babysitter with saving the 
lives of eight small children who 
were in the house when the fire 
started. J 

The fire smarted at the rear of 
the house at 130 Robbins St,, own- 
fjd by John and Joseph Foley and 
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. frank 
Wallace and their eight children, 
about 6:30 p.m. Saturday. 

Michelle Patterson, 13, daugh¬ 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Pat¬ 
terson of 185 West St., who was 
babysitting for the Wallaces, no¬ 
ticed the flames and got the chil¬ 
dren outside. 

She then notified a neighbor 
who attempted to put out the fire 
before calling the fire department 
at 6:40 p.m. 

Firemen quickly brought the 
blaze under control with three 
booster lines. Chief Koltonski. who 
was out of town at a firefighters 
convention, praised his men and 
the commendable actions of the 
young babysitter Monday. 

'Koltonski said Monday that 
neighborhood children were play¬ 
ing on the back porch of the home 
when a mouse ran under a couch. 

“They threw a lighted match 
Under the couch to scare the 
mouse and the couch started fire," 
Koltonski said. 

By the time firemen arrived at 
the scene the flames had en¬ 
veloped the kitchen and living 
room of the residence. Thirty-five 
per cent of the house was gutted 
by the fire, according to Kolton¬ 
ski. 

All of the windows of the build¬ 
ing were broken by firemen to 
let out the smoke so they could 
locate the source of the fire. 
Smoke, water and fire also dam¬ 
aged the top floor of the build¬ 
ing, according to fire officials.. 

The Wallaces are living vfy h 
friends until they can find a new 
dwelling. 









T 'I 

, 





fcfe hrM 


House of Mrs. Julia Noble at GUraln Ave¬ 
nue in Rutland is completely gutted after fire 


I 


• Herald photo—St. John 

swept it early Wednesday. Mrs. Noble and 
her six children were left homeless. 


Fire Leaves 7 Homeless 




. r. 


Gilrain Avenue House Is 
Gutted in Early Morn¬ 
ing Blaze. 


Fire swept through a house 
at 10 Gilrain Ave. early Wed¬ 
nesday morning leaving a wid¬ 
ow and her six children home¬ 
less. 

The blaze left the house and 
belongings of Mrs. Julia Noble 
in utter ruin. Nothing was 
saved. 

Nobody was in the house 
when the fire broke out. The 


Short Circuit 



A short circuit in an electri¬ 
cal cord started a fire in a 
house at 111 Church St. late 
Monday night causing consid¬ 
erable damage. 

The fire started in the sec¬ 
ond floor apartment of the 
two-story wood frame build¬ 
ing owned by Earl B. Smith. 

Firemen restricted most of 
the damage to the apartment. 

Firemen were called to the 
scene about 10:30 p.m. by 
Mrs. Ellen Hoi lock who occu¬ 
pies the downstairs apartment 
with her mother. They were 
preparing to go to bed when 
they smelled smoke. 

Firemen said the fire was 
started by an electrical cord 
on the floor under a carpet. 
The insulation bad been worn 
off and as a result caused a 
short circuit, firemen report¬ 
ed. 

A choir in the apartment 
was burned and the walls 
were soorched. Smoke caused 
the most damage, firemen 
aaid. The ffce was out at 
about 11 p.m. 


origin of the blaze has not been 
determined. The state fire mar¬ 
shal was called in to investi¬ 
gate. 

Fire broke out in the resi¬ 
dence, which is about 100 yards 
east of Stratton Road, shortly 
before 5 a.m. 

Rutland City firemen were 
first alerted to the fire at about 
5 a.m. by a call from some¬ 
one at Rutland Hospital. 

Firemen said the fire had a 
good start by the time they 
arrived. They poured water on¬ 
to the blaze from seven hoses 
for about two hours before they 
doused it. 

The interior of the one-and- 
one-half story wood frame 
building was completely char¬ 
red. The fire left gaping holes 
in the exterior walls, mounds 
of rubble, and twisted appli¬ 
ances. 

Fire Chief Alfred Koltonski 
reported Wednesday afternoon 
that the origin of the blaze had 
yet to be determined. He said 
be was at the scene with the 
state fire marshal Wednesday 
investigating. 

Koltonski added he thinks the 
fire started in the kitchen Qf 
the house. The house and fur¬ 
nishing were partially covered 
by Insurance," Mrs:" Noble told* 

jVTtoUsHUli Mra^bblefWal 

in the bouse, she aaid, was 
about 8:30 Tuesday. She said 


she and five of her children 
(one son is in the military ser¬ 
vice), had left the house at 
about that time to visit friends 
at Grove Street. 

Mrs. Noble said the children 
stayed at the friends’ house 
when she left for work at about 
11 p.m. at The Homestead 
Nursing Home at 56 Pleasant 
Street. She manages the nurs¬ 
ing home. 

She said the children will 
stay with friends for a few 
days until things get straight¬ 
ened out. 

The fire rekindled about 6:15 
p.m. Wednesday* and one fire 
truck responded to the alarm. 
A booster line was used to ex¬ 
tinguish the minor blaze, ap¬ 
parently caused by a smolder¬ 
ing mattress, according to city 
firemen. 




































Several youpg volunteer* help a fireman carry a length of I burned several acres of land near the Rutland''Cilv'uui^'^l're. 

&•£ yatttf &s? gaat? a a I a,* - - *• r-.~ •* S 

City Dump Sparks Spawn General Alarm Forest Fire 

- ♦ - — ___ 
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Blaze Taxes All Firemen, 
Leaves Black Path Over 

a Mile Long. 

— 

A general alarm fire ran 
rampant through the woods 
near the city dump Thursday 
afternoon. . . 

fire was starter! by 
sparks from burning refuse at 
the dump. 

It left a black path about one 
half mile wide and one and 
one-quarter miles long. 

It was one of, the worst for¬ 
est fires the city has witness¬ 
ed. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Kolton- 
ski called it the worst brush 
fire he had ever seen. 

Gusty, unpredictable winds 
and the extremely dry woods 
made the fire especially dan¬ 
gerous. 

Several homes in the area were 


threatened as well as Central 
Vermont Public Service Corp. 
power lines. 

About 75 Rutland area fire¬ 
men battled the blaze for nearly 
six hours. Pack pumps, boo¬ 
ster lines and garden hoses 
were used to douse the blaze. 

AH but about four Rutland 
firemen were called to t.h e 
scene, as well as public works 
department personnel. Firemen 
and equipment from Rutland 
Town, Clarendon and Brandon 
were on the scene. 

The wind . whipped fire kept 
the firemen hopping through 
the woods from about 2 to 7 
p.m. 

According to Rutland fire¬ 
men the blaze started at about 
noon. Engine 4 went to the 
scene to put out the fire and 
returned to the station about 
1:50 p.m. Five minutes later a 
second call came to the station 


to the scene. Just 15 minutes 
later a call for help was sent 
out and Engine 2 sped to the 
scene. A third call for help 
was sounded minutes later, and 
then the general alarm was 
sounded. 

The fire was going full blast 
at about this time. Gray and 
black smoke was billowing in¬ 
to the sky from the fire-scarred 
woodland. The area was tinder 
dry. Gusts of wind whipped the 
blaze enough to keep the fire 
running ahead of the firemen. 
It ate its way from the back 
of the city dump between Glea¬ 
son and Stratton Roads south¬ 
east nearly to Town Line Road. 

Several times the firemen bad 
to refill the pack pumps and 
water containers on the trucks 
Firemen said the 400* gallon 
and 200 gallon tanks, pn, Epging 
4 and the service car were 


Chief Koltonski Calls It 
Worst Brush Blaze He 
Has Ever Seen. 


/ 



_« ~ 4 r • ,7 ure service car we 

say ng the fire had been re-;filled about 10 times each, 
kindled. Engine 4 raced back The Clarendon Fire Depart- 

ment also had a tankard at the 
scene. Firemen refilled the pack 
pumps about 20 times before 
(be blaze was brought under 
control at about 5:30 p.m. Fire¬ 
men were still working in the 
area at about 7 p.m. 

In the woods east of the 
dump, firemen carried in pack 
pumps to fight the blaze, and 
soon had It under control. 

When.the fire department’s 
truck - transported water- ran 
out/ firemen refilled their pack 
pumps from streams that wand¬ 
er through the woods there. 

The fickle wind changed the 
direction of the fire several 
times. As one area was put out, 
new fires started and sent fire¬ 
men scurrying from Gleason 
Road to Stratton Road and to 
the Combination Pond to douse 
the shifting blaze. 

In woods east of Stratton 
Road, flames shot 30 feet into 
the air as patches of close- 
growing evergreens hurst into 
flames fanned by the wind. , 


Pack pumps manned by in- 
dividual firemen proved insuf- 
ficient to douse the flames. 
Large hoses were soon moved 
bp and began pumping water 
on the flames from a nearby 
brook. 

Many youthful volunteers 
helped firemen inch the hoses 
through the dense woods. Most 
of the woods fires died quickly 
when the large hose was turn 
ed on them. 

Hoes, rakes and shovels man¬ 
ned by volunteers also helped 
to keep the fire under control. 

Houses were, threatened on 
Gleason Road and in the Grand- 
view Avenue area, firemen 
said. The^ reported there was 
no damage other than that 
done to the wooded area, which 
was made up of brush, pine 
and some cedar trees. 

While this fire was blazing 
away, Rutland firemen were 
called out twice to put out 
grass fires in the city. One was 
at Meadow Street and the other 
at 182 State St. They occurred 
within minutes of each other. 
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dinner in 


walls in 
smolder^ 




Firemen Battle General 

’ 

Alarm Blaze on Saturday 




Fire Confined to Repair 
Shop at Lindholm Motors 
on South Main Street. 


Rutland firemen fought a gen* 
eral alarm s £Jre over the week¬ 
end in a repair shop at Lind¬ 
holm Motors Inc. j 

The fire, which began Satur¬ 
day about 9:45 a.m., was con¬ 
fined to the repair shop end of 
a build mg just north of the 
main Lindholm Motors Volks¬ 
wagen showroom at 287 S, Main 
St, Alex Ltndholf, vice presi¬ 
dent of the firm, said Sunday 
there was do damage estimate 
yet. 

The repair shop, along with 
a Volkswagen van bus in the 
shop were extensively damaged. 
Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltomki 
reported at least six autos were 
taken from the* building threat 
ened by the Ere. He said the 
fire apparently started from a 
welding torch. The front part of 
the building was saved. 

Traffic was tied up along 
Route 7 in front' of the Lind* 
holm buildings for about an 
hour due to the congestion of 
fire trucks. Dense smoke made 
the fire fighting difficult, ac¬ 
cording to Koltonski, Paints and 
oil products apparently caused 
the smoke. 

No one was reported injured, 
"It was a fast burning fire/ 1 
Koltonski said. Approximately 
thirty men fought the fire. 
TAbout 3 p.m. Saturday fire¬ 
men stopped a potentially dan 
fire at 


home at the time. The fir# 
started outside, firemen sur¬ 
mised. 

In other action Saturday fire¬ 
men responded to grass fires at | 
East and Terrill Streets, 5:15 \ 
p.m., 67 Pine St., ? pa, West 
Street, 7:15 p.m,, and Mahoney 
Avenue, 8:30 p.m. 

They also answered false 
alarms at Box 381. Stratton ■ 
Road and Jackson Avenue, 
1:15 a.nu; at 211 N, Main St., 1 
3:20 p.m,, and 119 Grove St., 
7:35 p.m. Sunday at 12:55 p.m,, 
firemen went to a grass , fire at 
73 Wood Avenue. 

Chief Koltonski again Sunday 
expressed concern at the num¬ 
ber of false alarms recently, Ht 
said any person caught turning 
in false alarms will be prose¬ 
cuted. 


Home of Albert Davis 
on Harvard Street Is 
Badly Damaged. 

Fire gulled the home of ' 
bert F. Davis, president of/ 
Rutland School Board, 
Harvard St, Sunday l: 
one was injured. 

Firemen responded 
Cf 11 about 8 p.m. with l 
trucks and two service < 

They promptly ordered 
alarm, calling all 
.firemen. 

Damage to the'house v 
lensive, but Us cost has 
been determined. The h r 
was insured, Davis r~ 

“We were i ... 
the hack yard,*' 

"when a neighbor ran over 
said the garage was on fire. T ' 

Cause of the blaze has 
been determined. 

A large crowd of r ~ 

300 gathered to watch 
wtiidi blackened f 
rooms and knocked 
of glass in the ; f " 

Thick smoke l ” 
sky, 

pie from as far away i 
jand Hospital. ^ 

Firemen had the l_ 

control almost immediately, but 
about an hour knocking 








spept about an hour knock 
out clapboaitis 
oriler to squelch' the 


ay 

v tfy 

geroua fire at the rear of the 
home belonging to Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur C. Bartlett of 91 Maple 
St Only the rear end was 
eoroxhed, there was some 
smoke damage inside. 

The fire is' under investiga¬ 
tion. The Bartletts were not at 


ing embers 


Stop 
rescent St. Fire 


Alarm Blaze 
to Upper Sec- 
don of House. 


general alarm fire, appar 
started by small child 
matches, 


of 25 Crescent St. about 3 p.m. 
Saturday* 

City firemen used" four boost¬ 
er lines and a large line attach¬ 
ed to a fire hydrant, to put 
out the fire and kept the flames 
m gutting the two • story 
structure. 

Wilson called the fire 
shortly after 3 p.m. 
her five-year-old da ugh- 


. _ t , Herald photo — Babcock 

The charred rums of the Albert Davis house on Harvard , 
, Street conceal the black-rai negated firemen as they work' lo 
put out the fire. Standing on the back porch, another Rutland * 
fireman pulls out flaming hoards. The fire almost destroyed 
the home, hut no injuries were reported. 




discovered the blaze in a 
on the second floor, 
girl and 
brother had 
playing 

shortly before 
was discovered, cit; 
lice reported* 

Mrs. Wilson tried 
fully to put out the 
a garden hose* before 
firemen. 

general alarm, for* 
men was sounded 

three engines, the_ 

and the service car ar- 
at the scene. 

clouds of smoke bil¬ 
lowed from the house as fire- 
wearing protective smoke 
masks opened the windows to 
tiAtt the source of the fire. 

The fire burned through the 
storeroom partitions into the 
front and rear attics of the 
home, but did not burn through 
the roof or floors, ! 

Firemen had the fire under 
control about 3:45 p.m. and re¬ 
turned to the station about 4:30 
fpjfar after they used fire 
riRdlr.eanup equipment to m 
tare all the sparks were 
re?Mtrolnien Daniel McC. 
u&JDjohn Burgess quests 
WpWilson children and re 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 20, 1965. 




Chief Alfred II. Koltonski (third from right) 
In lower right pari of the picture It silhouetted 
against the fire which destroyed Hendee's 


Herald photo—Jackson 
Garage on McKinley Avenue Monday evening. 
No estimate of the damage was available Tues¬ 
day. 


‘Nasty Blaze’ Wrecks 
Hendce Garage on 
M’Kinley Avenue. 


By MEBLE JACKSON 

Autumn peace returned Tues¬ 
day to McKinley Avenue after 
a nasty orange and red inferno 
destroyed Hendee's Garage Mon¬ 
day evening. 

Four autos and a pick-up 
truck were lost. f 

Two people were injured 
slightly. 

All equipment of the City Fire 
Department under the leader¬ 
ship of Chief Alfred H. Koltoo- 
ski responded to the blaze Mon- 
day about 8:30 p.m. Firemen 
had the “miniature atom bomb 
fire" under control by 9 p.m. 
However, they had to remain 
at the scene until about 11:30 
p.m. to completely water down 
the burning remains. 

Chief Koltonski said an em¬ 
ploye of the garage was appar¬ 
ently trying to take a gas tank 
off a vehicle when a cord light 
dropped. The bulb of the light 
broke and an explosion follow¬ 
ed due to contact with gasoline 
vapors. 

The fire proved to be the sec¬ 
ond biggest crowd attraction 
Monday along with the visit of 
Vice President Hubert H. Hum¬ 
phrey and his wife here. Hun¬ 
dreds of spectators watched as 
black smoke with orange and 
red flames climbed up to 200 
feet into the evening sky. 

Several terrifying explosions 
rocked the building. One explo¬ 
sion blew the hat off one fire¬ 
man, according to Koltonski. 

"A couple of our men were 
shaken up," the chief said. 

The gasoline tanks of the trap¬ 
ped vehicles and a tank of weld¬ 
ing gas caused the explosions. 

Water from nearby East Creek 
was poured on the fast - burning 
fire by the small crew of firemen. 
Other firemen had to be station¬ 
ed at the airport. Bard well Ho- 
I tel a]id the Rutland High School 
due to the Humphrey visit. 

However, it was doubtful, re¬ 
gardless of the number of fire¬ 
men. that the garage blaze could 
have been stopped. 

The Calvin T. Ilendee home 
across the road was saved even 
though flames lashed at two ma¬ 
ple trees in front of the residence. 
-Rout* 7 in M M Village and 
McKinley Avenue became snarl¬ 
ed with vehicle traffic and pe¬ 
destrians. 


__BMBB Hi — 

SDAY MORNING, DECE^ 


Viewing the remains Tuesday, 
Hendee said there was no estimate 
of damage yet. Two persons were 
injured. Raymond Quenneviile. 
27. a garage employe, suffered 
first and second degree burns of 
his forehead and both hands. 

A customer, not identified Tues¬ 
day* reportedly wrenched a 
shoulder due to the fire. Both 
men were treated at the Rutland 
Hospital and were released. Two 
<w>er autos were towed out and 
saved at the east end of the’ga- 
rage. 


Herald photr*—Haklns 
Firemen at a Monday morning fire at the former Lincoln 
Iron Works on West Street check buildings adjoining blaze for 
further outbreaks. 


Shop Is 

Ruined 
In Fire 
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(DECEMBER ltf 1965. 


In Early-Morning Fire Here 


West Street Blaze Brines 

o 

Firemen to Lincoln Works 


[George Rogers, 53, Dies 
as Smoke Fills Enclos¬ 
ed Apartment Room. 




* 


Sparks from a cutting torch] was laid as firemen played a 


touched off a blaze at the site 
f of demolition work at the for¬ 
mer Lincoln Iron Works on 
West Street Monday morning, 
Icalling out three fire engines, 
a ladder truck, and 25 firc- 
i fighters. 

The fire believed to have 
’started just after 10:30 a.m., 
fought the efforts of firemen 
for more than an hour before 
it* was finally subdued. 

Fire department officials said 
that they first received a call 
from the scene at 10:35 a.m. by 
telepone, arousing the on - duty 
crew. A second alarm, two min¬ 
utes later, called in the off-duty 
force. 

A two-and-a-half inch hose 


steady stream of water on the 
rambunctious blaze, which was! 
limited to a wall on one of the 
buildings which had been un¬ 
der demolition. 

Firemen said workers at the 
scene first attempted to douse 
the blaze with extinguishers. 
They reported that there was 
several minutes delay before 
the fire department was sum¬ 
moned as workers at the scene 
fought to keep the fire from 
burning out of hand. 

Fire officials said that dam¬ 
age had not as yet been as¬ 
sessed, but added that they did i 
not believe there was an ex¬ 
tensive loss. 


Fire Department officials said r?. ^ 

ej:3o a.m. fire, which origi- inremen Summoned to 

118 Gibson Avc. Early 


cupboard, 

"careless 


the 

noted in a kitchen 
was the result of 
smoking.” 

Firemen broke into the' tight¬ 
ly enclosed smoke - filled kit¬ 
chen and found the victim ly¬ 
ing on the floor. . ,. 

Firemen said that the^fii^e 
burned all the air from the 
room and choked itself out be¬ 
fore it was able to spread * to 
the rest of* the bouse. ’ 1 * 


- 

Suffocation overtook a Rut¬ 
land man as a fire in an en¬ 
closed upstairs room burned 
itself out early Saturday morn¬ 
ing' in a Gibson Avenue house. 

A couple in the same house 
escaped injury. 

The victim of the fire. George 

James Rogers, 53, wae pro- The fire official said <w 
nounced dead in the kitchen of his exDostirp in ^ 

frroam upstairs apartment at 118 fa J£. £ °* ygCn could 

Gibson Ave. by Regional Medical !Jf' e , nwl 11,6 b| aze around 
Examiner William J. Powers of ™ e rcst of the bouse and en- 
1 RuHaixl. ' dangered the lives of the home 

2K& and Mrs - Cari * 


Saturday Morning. 










Mr. and Mrs. LaPointe report¬ 
ed the fire after they smelled 
smoke seeping from the un¬ 
stairs kitchen. 

Rogers, formerly a carpenter 
Hith the defunct railroad was 
unmarried and lived alone in the 
. J apartment. 

Dr. Powers said that Rogers 
was suffocated when the fire 
burned all the oxygen from the 
room. Fire officials said the in- 
tense heat of the room hasten- 
®<i the death of the victim 
Firemen said that they found 
K r . ns on th e victim’s foot but 

the £ oc ? urrcd the 

victim was dead. One firefight¬ 
er at the scene said he thought 
Rogers was burned when a 
charred shelf fell on his body 
Fire officials said they in. 
tinguishod the fire with “a very 
small amount of water.” ; 

Also on the scene was State 
Police Sgt. Robert Richardson 
of Brandon, representing the 
state fire marshal. Sgt. Rich¬ 
ardson also represented State’* 
Atty. Robert E. [West at the 
scene and authorized removal 
of the body. -UAj 

Dr. Powers said that although 

an * ut °P s y bas not been ord¬ 
ered on the victim, a blood 
sample ha s been sent to the 
State Pathol oi gist's Office in 
Burlington for laboratory anal¬ 
ysis. 

A1 T e “ firemen. Including Chief 
A jfred Kolfonslii, who was call¬ 
ed from his home, were sent to 
the fire. Three trucks were dis¬ 
patched to the scene and re 
turned at 5:48 a.m. • 

Funeral services for George 
James Rogers will be held Mon- 
day at 9 a.m at St. Peter'* 
Church. Burial will b« in Cal¬ 
vary Cemetery. 

oo Mr :» Roscr * was born August 
28, 1912 in Canada, son of 
James and Johanna (Duggan) 
Rogers. ' 

He had been a resident of 
Rutland for 45 years, and was 
employed by the Rutland Rail- 
way Corp. for many years as 
a carpenter, and recently by the 
Vermont Marble Co. ,.| 

He was a member of St. 
Peter’s Parish, Rutland Post 
..American Legion and the Vet- 
"toa of Foreign Wars of Rut- 

fl* is survived by three sis- 
•«, Mrs. Guy Startari and 
*1 Richard Ross, both of Rut- 
and Mrs. Merald Clark of 
j-wiuuenden, and nieces and 
I nephews, 
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Rutland firemen fight Monday’s blaze frony A -ond floor. Freezing temperatures hampered 
ladder truck as they pour water Into the seo their efforts. (See stor y, picture, page 1) 








Hnnrll 


carry Kenneth McDonell 
from a blazing house .at 47 Cleveland Ave. 
McDdnell suffered seewnd and third-defpee 




burns on the upper part of hls body. lie was 
taken to Rutland Hospital, where hls condition 
- was listed as fair. ■ _ 
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Herald photo—Stever 
Mailman stuff* letters marked 47 Cleveland Ave. back Into 
irfoil bag as he passes the fire and smoke engulfed apartment 
house in which a Rutland man, Kenneth McDonell, was se- 
verely burned in a Monday afternoon blaze. 


Man Is_, 

Burned When 

T, r, - • > • - *, 

Heater Flares 

♦UO ’ > •' t. I 

A 30-year-old father rested In 
fair condition at Rutland Hos¬ 
pital late Monday night, sev¬ 
erely burned in an early Mon¬ 
day afternoon blaze that gut¬ 
ted the upper two floors of a 
Cleveland Avenue apartment 
house. 

Kenneth R. McDoncIl, the In¬ 
jured man, suffered second and 
third degree burns in the fire 
which brought out all equip¬ 
ment in a general alarm. 

Hospital officials said Mc- 
Donell’s condition could be fur¬ 
ther dUKndsed after observa¬ 
tion through the night. • 

The medical report said that 
the irtjured man’s life ; was itill 
in danger. McDonell was ad¬ 
mitted to the • intensive care 
unit at the hospital just after 
he was rushed from the fire 
scene. 

At 1 p.m. firemen had been 
called to 31 High St. where an 
oil heater had burned out of 
control. Just before 1:30 p.m/ 
as the engines were returning 
to the station firemen were 
alerted to the fire at 47 Cleve¬ 
land Avenue. One truck was 
sent to the scene. John and 
Mary McMahon own the house. 

Assistant Fire Chief James J. 
Rice arriving at the scene said’ 
he' saw flames spurting from 
second story windows of the 
three-floor house. 

“We stopped and then we 
saw a man leaning out of the 
window. He was black from 
his burns and was yelling that 
he was going to jump,’* the 
assistant chief said. 

Rice said he and several oth¬ 
er firefighters at the scene tpld 
him to wait while they brought 
a ladder to McDonoll’s aid. 

“You could tell right away 
It was a bad one so we called 
over the rest of the trucks and 
more men. The other men were 
trying to get the fellow out. We 
saw him go back into the 
house for some reason.’* 

Firemen brought a ladder to 
the window and scrambled up 
towards the man’s smouldering 
body, then quickly brought him 
down. 

“It’s a good thing he was at 
the window,” Rice said. “The 
fire and heat in the apartment 
was so bad that if we had had 
to go m after him we would 
have never found him alive.” 

As other trucks arrived at 
the scene firemen at first be¬ 
lieved another man, the tenant 
in the house's third floor attic 
apartment, to be trapped in the 
smoke and flames. 

“It's a good thing nobody was 
up there, either. He would have 
been even harder to get at than 
the fellow on the second floor.”. 
• Firemen not detailed to re- 


(Continued from Page One) 


(See Page 5: Fire) 





moving McDonell went full- 1 
force into action against the 
blaze as it raged through the 
second and third stories of the 
wood house. 

Others brought the injured 
man to the home of a neigh¬ 
bor while awaiting the arrival 
of the ambulance. 

The ambulance squad, arriv¬ 
ing a few minutes later, rush¬ 
ed McDonell to the hospital 
and returned for other possible 
injuries. 

Firemen limited flames to 
the upper two stories then 
worked for the next two hours 
to douse and bring the fire 
under control. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Kolton- 
ski, arriving at the scene with* 
the second wave of firefighters, 
directed extinguishing opera¬ 
tions in the freezing tempera¬ 
tures. 

“It was a real nasty fire — 
lots of smoke,” the chief said. 
“The plaster fell off the ceiling 
and a lot of the flames went 
into the attic. 

“It was one of the hardest 
fires we have had to fight in a 
long time. There was so much 
smoke and we couldn’t get at 
some of the flames.” 

Fire officials said the upper 
two floors were extensively 
damaged while the ground floor 
apartment sustained water 
damage. 

“Right now we’re just surmising 
the cause,” Assistant Chief 
Rice reported late Monday 
night. 

•‘When we first got the call 
they said it was an oil burner 
fire." he said. 

McDonell, a pressman at The 
Herald who works in the early 
morning hours, was sleeping on 
a couch near the two-cylinder 
oil heater that warmed h i s 
apartment. Fire officials said 
the injured man’s daughter 
woke’him when she saw the 
flames. 

McDonell carried his. daugh¬ 
ter from the apartment to neigh¬ 
bors who called firemen. 

Then for some reason or oth¬ 
er he went back up into the 
apartment and that’s when he 
got into trouble,” Rice said. 

“The fire up there was hot¬ 
ter than the devil when he went 
back up there. We figure the 
flames must have slapped him 
in the face. When we brought 
him down he was in shock. 

Rice said the Fire Depart¬ 
ment’s investigation showed 
that there was possibly a leak 
in a fuel lino in the stove. He 
said that one of the members 
of the family had apparently 
placed a dish under the leak to 
catch kerosene drops. 

“The floor must have been 
oil-soaked or the dish got filled, 
because the vapors rose to the 
flame in the burner which was 
probably going full-blast be¬ 
cause it was so cold outside,” 
Rice said. 

Firgmen were, also called to 
cover, another flooded oil burn¬ 
er on Park Street before 3 p.m. 
Officials reported no damage in 
that call and the two trucks 
sent to the scene rushed back 
to Cleveland Avenue to help 
bring the fire under control. 

Firemen left the apartment 
house at 4:45 p.m. but later re¬ 
turned to check what neighbors 
thought was another fire in the 
second floor of the house. 

A check showed the fire to be 
only vapors from steaming tim 
bers. 

Mrs. Jacqueline Hatch and 
her children, first-floor tenants, 
remained in the ground floor of 
the house Monday night and had 
already begun to plan for repairs 
McDonclTs wife was not 
home at the time of the fire. 

The blaze was the second ser¬ 
ious fire within three days in 
Rutland. Saturday a marble 
worker was suffocated in a kit¬ 
chen fire in his Gibson Avenue 
apartment,. 



S’Donell 3 
h? succumbs 


30 Yc.ir-Old Father of Two 
Dies at Hospital of Fire 
Injuries. 

A 30-ycar-old Cleveland Avc- 
jyp, father died Monday mom- 
Rutland Hospital after 
♦^hopeless six-day battle against 
ond and third degree 
nbMPns covering nearly 70 per 
♦cent of his body, which were 
(Suffered In a Tuesday fire here. 

Kenneth R. McDonell, the vic¬ 
tim, died at 6 a.m. of complica¬ 
tions arising from his injuries, 
McDoncIl was the third per 
son to die m Rutland fires mi 
year and the second victiip 
i within 10 days. 

McDoncIl fell into a com* 
Christmas Day and never ri- 
gained consciousness. ; 

' The Rutland American Legion 
and a local discount de¬ 
triment store have raised sev- 
hundred dollars to aid the 
-fondly of the victim* 

McDonell was born Ocl. 
035, in Benson, son of Ray- 
and Hazel (Cheney) Mc- 

IHeU. 

had been a resident of 
and for six years and had 
employed by the Rutland 
Id as an apprentice press¬ 
man, for the past four years. 
Igjftwas a member of St. 

Parish and a veteran 
of Itfe Korean War. 

He is survived by his wife 
Dolores; a daughter Marie, 4; 
a son Kevin, 8; his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond McDon¬ 
ell of Brandon; two sisters, 
Mrs. Beverly Webster and Mrs. 

»Robert Miller, both of Brandon; 
a brother, Donald McDonell of 
Shula Vista, Calif., and aunts, 
j^nclcs, and cousins. \ _ 
**3funcral services will be COit- 
‘iftuHeri 9 a.m. Wednesday aM 
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Fire Razes 
Home Here 


A brand new fire-engine-red rescue wagon 
containing a 110 volt generator, an tabulator, 
smoke masks, stretchers, wrecking tools, and 
additional emergency equipment was delivered 


Herald photo — Feldman 
Thursday to the Rutland Fire Department. A 
joint donation by the Rutland Rotary Cluh and 
Civil Defense, the rescue wagon will be used 
for all local emergencies. 
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ler face contorted In pain, Mrs. Hugo A. 
osi, 68, is transferred from her home to 


Herald photo—Stevens., 
the waiting ambulance by Patrolman Charles 
Spoon and ambulance attendants Friday. 
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Hugo A. FregosLin 
ious Condition t ‘£t 
tland Hospital. Wd 




A "grave outcome" was 
dieted Friday for a 
Rutland woman who 
third degree burns when 
from a trash incinerator 
on her clothing. 

An ambulance rushed 
Hugo A. Fregosi of 119 
St. to Rutland Hospital 
where she was 
burns covering 98 
her body. 

J. 

condition as 


Allen Street Structure Own¬ 
ed by Keiffer Is Destroyed 
Wednesday. 

An unoccupied house at 16 Al¬ 
len St. met an earlier death 
than planned Wednesday night 
when fire all but took it to the 
ground. 

Completely gutted and char¬ 
red and with its second story 
ripped off, the house, owned by 
Theodore Keiffer Jr., crackled in 
flames for 20 minutes after 
sparks from a bonfire burning 
in the backyard ignited the 
blaze at 8 p.m. 

The house had been vacant 
for several months and was be¬ 
ing demolished by its owner 
Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski 
said. 

Adjacent chimneys in the two- 
family dwelling shot up over the 
first floor. The roof and walls 
of the .second story were ripped 
off during the blaze. Some of 
the debris fell through the sides 
of the structure, but most fell 
through onto the first floor. 

The blaze was under control 
by about 8:20 p.m., but the 
seven firemen at the scene con¬ 
tinued to wet the brittle boards 
for an additional 45 minutes. 

The house, situated beside 
railroad tracks near the inter¬ 
section of South Main and Al¬ 
len Streets was shrouded In 
gusts of thick black smoke. 

About 75 spectators lined the 
tracks behind the house or stood 
in the yard surrounding it. 
Those who had not walked from 
neighboring houses parked their 
cars to walk through police bar¬ 
riers which prevented traffic 
from entering the street. 

Water gushed through t\vo 
lines of hose and boosters from 
Engines 1 and 3 until all smok¬ 
ing debris was thoroughly soak¬ 
ed.^ 

Koltonski said a house in the 
rear, also owned by Keiffer, was 
razed in a fire about a year ago. 


Mrs. Fregosi, 
iBadly Burned, 
Dies Tuesday 


j Mrs. Hugo A. Fregosi. 68, of 119 
Maple St., who suffered third de¬ 
gree bums over 98 per cent of 
her body Friday, died early Tues¬ 
day at Rutland Hospital. 

Her physician had reported her 
condition as "worsening" Mon¬ 
day evening. 

Mrs. Fregosi was rushed to the 
hospital after flames from a trash 
incinerator ignited her dothing. 
A "grave outcome" was predicted 
at that time. 

The accident happened atwut 
2:15 p.m. Friday in her back 
yard. After flames engulfed her 
dothing she nan toward her 
house screaming for help. ’ 

Harry Delorme, 58, of 74 
Church St., who was painting the 
interior of the woman’s house, 
tried to smother the flames and 
to remove Mrs. Fregosi*s coat. 
He suffered bums of his forearms 
amt was treated at the hospital, 

Funeral services for Mrs. Fro- 
goal will be held Thursday morn¬ 
ing at St. Peter’a Church at an 
hour to be announced later. 

Friends may call at Clifford 
Funeral Home Tuesday from 7 to 
9 p.m. and Wednesday from 2 to 
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. 
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Five Children Saved From Fire 


Richard Gilman Saves 
Tots From West Street 
Blaze Early Friday. 


Tcn-month-old twin girls were 
reported in satisfactory condi¬ 
tion at Rutland Hospital late 
Friday night, recovering from 
smoke inhalation suffered be¬ 
fore they were snatched from a 
burning West Street apartment 
Friday morning. 

The children, Mary and An 
Igie Standard, were rescued 
from the 299 West St., apart 
• ment of their parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Daniel Stannard. by Rich¬ 
ard Gihnan Jr. of 2 Gifraiin Avt., 

| an employe at a neighboring 
fuel company. 

The other three Stannard chil¬ 
dren were treated at the hos¬ 
pital for smoke inhalation. 

Fire trucks arrived within 
minutes after the 7:50 a.m. 
alarm and found the downstairs 
apartment of the two - story 
wood • frame house blazing and 
the lower floor nearly gutted. 
The second floor apartment, oc¬ 
cupied by Mr. and Mrs. Ed¬ 
ward C. Canavan and their 
young child, sustained smoke 
and water damage. 

Gilman, who was just arriv¬ 
ing at work, said that he notic¬ 
ed Mrs. Stannard pulling three 
of the children from the burn¬ 
ing apartment. 

| Witnesses said that Gilman 

dashed into the house before the 
I arrival of firemen bringing one 
child from the smoke and 

j flames. He returned to the 

house a second time but failed 
to discover the other child/ 

On a third attempt, he re¬ 
turned with the child in his 

arms. 

Mayor Harold J. Nichols said 
Friday that a citation would be 
awarded to Gilman by the city 
for saving the children. 

“If it wasn't for him, those 
children could .have burned to 
death,*' Mayor Nichols said. “I 
think his efforts should be re 
warded. That was certainly £ 
very heroic act," he said. 

“I just happened to be the 
first one there'*' Gilman said. 
“I guess anybody else would 
have done the same thing,’* he 
added. 

Neighbors said Gilman was 
forced to rip a door from the 
hinges to gain access to the 
flaming apartment. Gilman said 
he located both children in the 
front room of the house where 
the fire was believed to have 
^started, He said both children 
appeared to he sleeping. 

Fire Chief Alfred Koltonski 


_ j _ 
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Fire Chief Alfred Koltonski inspects the re¬ 
mains of oil burner where Friday morning tire 


llviniu jihuiv—viio 

I broke out at the West Street home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Daniel Stannard. 


said Mrs. Canavan, hearing the 
commotion in the downstairs 
apartment and then learning of 
the fire, attempted to telephone 
the alarm. But, the chief noted, 
the woman was chased from 
the apartment with the rest of 
her family as heavy smoke 
quickly filled their quarters. 

The chief said a preliminary 
investigation pointed out that 
the fire began when an oil burn¬ 
er in the downstairs living room 
exploded. 

“It was a flash fire. Things 
got burning quickly,’* the chief 
noted 


er to catch the leaking fuel. 

Chief Koltonski. said that 
fumes from the can possibly ig¬ 
nited, causing the blaze. He 
said that the origin of the- fire 
was similar to the circumstanc¬ 
es blamed for a December blaze 
in which a Cleveland Avenue 
man. Kenneth McDonnell, was 
fatally burned. * 

When the alarm was first reg¬ 
istered, a single truck was sent 
to the scene. 

“Then when the men got there 
and saw the flames coming out 
of the window, they radioed 
back and wc signaled the gen- 

_1 »» . . d 

in- 


lle said that his department’s 
inquiry showed that thcieral alarm.” 
stove oil tank was leaking- and Four trucks and 30 men. in- 
tfial one of the members of the eluding auxiliary firefighters, 
Stannard family had apparent- were on the scene. ..... 

' k ‘ That's a crowded district 

along there. If the wind was 


ly placed a can, behind the burn- 




1 i -O - ..... 

strong and the fire a little mqre 
intense, it might, have been a 
'disaster,” Chief Koltonski said^ 

Mfe 
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NO WASTED TIME FOR 
CITY'S NEW EIRE WAGON 

Rutland’s new rescue wagon 
was put into use on its first day 
in town Thursday when a gas 
leak was discovered at 4 p.m 
in a refrigerator at ShangraWs 
Pharmacy, at 58 Center St. The 
defective refrigerator was tak- 

, buildin K and smoke 
'ejectors from the wagon were ' 

tsed by firemen to clear the 


r- . ... Herald photo—Feldman 

, trough debris behind Rutland Cleaners & Dyers 

at <4 Woodstock Ave. Wednesday in an attempt to discover the 
source of a blaze that charred a rear doorway leading to the 

rs; ■■ ** - -■ « 
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Robert Davis (left) lies unconscious near the rear door of 
his gutted Stratton Road home as firemen hurriedly bring on a 
rcsuscitator in attempt to save his life. Davis was dragged from 


Herald photo—Stevens 
the bouse while tire fighters (right) battled the blare. Davis died 
of burns and smoke inhalation within two hours after he was 
rushed to Rutland Hospital. 




Stratton Road Blaze Kills Man 



Robert Davis, 71, Dies at 
Rutland Hospital From 
Blaze Injuries. 

By MARSHA FELDMAN 

An ailing, 71-year-old Rutland 
man died Thursday afternoon 
after flames and smoke en¬ 
gulfed his small, one - story 
Stratton Road home. 

Robert Davis, suffering for sev¬ 
eral years with severe arthri¬ 
tis, died at Rutland Hospital less 
than two hours after firefight¬ 
ers discovered him, badly burn¬ 
ed and suffering from smoke 
inhalation, on the floor of his 
home at 219 Stratton Road at 
2:30 p.m. 

He was rushed to the hospi¬ 
tal, one block from his burning 
home. Firefighters said he 
jpoke to them es he was being 
carried to'the ambulance. 


K' 




They discovered Davis on the 
floor between the kitchen and 
bedroom. 

Smoke poured through the 
broken windows of the charred 
green house as firefighters 
dragged the burning black chair 
onto the frouni lawn to extin- 
auislh the flames. The blaze was 
controlled almost immediately 
and confined to the corner in 
which the chair stood. 

Davis, whose wife, Alyce, was 
at work, u>as taken to the hos¬ 
pital at about 2:45 p.m: 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Koltonski 
said a cigarette lighter was 
found op a table next to the 
chair. 

“A cigarette was probably 
the cause. But the cause is still 
under investigation,” he s a i d 
Thursday night. He .would not 
estimate tl\e amount of dam- 
age. 

T Accompanying Koltonski to 


the same fate during afire 
Dec. 20 on 47 Cleveland Ave. 

Mr. Davis was born May 7, 
1894, in Fair Haven, son of Dav¬ 
id and Catherine Davis. He had 
been a resident of Rutland for 
the past 25 years and was em¬ 
ployed by the'South End Mar¬ 
ket as a meat cutter until bis 
retirement six years ago. 

He is survived by his widow, 
Alyce Dimick Davis; a son Ray¬ 
mond L. Davis of .Troy, N.Y.; 
a daughter, Mrs. Iona Bratu of 
Albany, N.Y.; three stepsons, 
Edwin Hall'and Hobert Hall, 
both of Rutland, and Howard 
Hall of Windsor; a stepdaugh- 



Bccomcs Third Victim 
Within Three Months 
of Fires Here. 


ter Mrs. Hazel Barker of Rut¬ 
land; a brother, Morris Davis 
of Granville, Itf.Y.; two sisters,' 
Mrs. Harry Williams of G r a n- 
ville, N.Y., and Mrs. Yvonne 
MacIntyre of Philadelphia, Pa.; 
14 grandchildren, nine great- 
grandchildren, and several 
nieces and nephews 

Funeral services will be held 
at 2 p.m. Saturday at the Al- 
dous Funeral Home. Entomb¬ 
ment will be in Evergreen Cem¬ 
etery. 

Friends may call at the fu¬ 
neral home Friday from 2 to 4 
and 7 to 9 p.m. 
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-Alarm Fires Fought Friday 


Oil Tank at Patch-Weg- 
ner Explodes; Smoke 
Visible All Over City. 


By MARSHA FELDMAN 
A flaming explosion in a tme- 
story concrete block oven, room 
at the Patch - Wegner' iron 
foundry Friday afternoon spark¬ 
ed the first of two general 
alarm fires in the city. 

A full compliment of equips 
ment rushed 3w firemen to the 
scene in time to confine the 
flames to the concrete struc¬ 
ture and a stairway connecting 
the room to the main building. 

Smoke visible throughout the 
city billowed through the plant 
and caused the hasty evacua* 

; tion of some 130 foundry and 
I clerical workers. 

In existence as an iron foun* 
dry and stone machine manu¬ 
facturer for 75 years, the com- 
ipany is,expected.to suspend op¬ 
erations for a few days to clean 
up the charred and gutted re¬ 
mains of the room. 

Fire t Chief . Alfred H, Kolt on- 
ski said that the cause of the 
blaze would not be verified un¬ 
til a complete investigation was 
made. 

He speculated that an ember 
from the smoke stack on top of 
the concrete oven room set off 
the blaze, which in turn caused 
the eruption of a 275 gallon oil 
tank, the source of fuel for the 
oven. 

Koltonski said the front of the 
tank, which is situated in a pit 
in the oven room, was ripped 1 
apart. , . 

Embers from the smoke stack 
also set off a small grass fire 
outside the oven room on Union 
Street. 

Foundry workers, gathered in 
groups abound and on the roof ■ 
of the building, said the explo¬ 
sion was ''startling and caused 
so much smoke we. couldn’t see 
anything inside.” 

Set in a valley behind the 
railroad yards, the smoking 
structure was visible'to thongs 
of spectators along the entire 
business and residential areas 
in the center of the city. 
Mid-day shoppers lined Mer¬ 
chants How while others ob¬ 
served from the liver Street 
Bridge. Several children on the 
bridge enjoyed the added ‘at¬ 
traction of a freight train rumb¬ 
ling slowly down the tracks ad¬ 
jacent to the foundry. 

The gei^ral alarm, sounded 
at 2:22 p.m,, brought out the 
entire fire department, includ¬ 
ing the off duty shift. 

two hose lines and boosters 
from Engines 1. 2, 3 were used 
to douse the’JE1 ames and, con¬ 
trol the grass fire. , 

Blackened and muddied from 
the flying cinders, the firemen 
began cleanup operations at 
about 3:to p.m. 

Koltonski said the fire was 
the second at the foundry within 
a year and similar to one which 
erupted and caused extensive, 
damage during World War II. 

A blaze during the World 
War I burned out the entire 
building. 

Frederick $: Chaffee, chair¬ 
man of the board of P a tc h- 
Wegner, said that the. portion of 
the building facing Franklin 
Street was constructed itr 1891. 

Chaffee said the oven fn Ihe 
room where the fire originated 
is used to bake part of the 
molds into. which iron is pour¬ 
ed for castings. 
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Temporarily homeless after a fire ripped 
through their downstairs Williams Street apart¬ 
ment Friday afternoon, Mrs. Mary Alice Niles 


Herald photo-^Slayion 
comforts her husband, Wilfred Niles, who sat 
stolidly facing away from his horning home, 
even after firemen quelled the blaze. 


Infant Girl Rescued by 
Fireman From Blazing 
Williams St. House. 


By TOM SLAYTON’ 

An off - dirty fireman rescued 
an Infant girl from the Raining 
interior of a Williams Street 
home Friday in Rutland's sec¬ 
ond general alarm fire of the 
day. 

A fare of undetermined origin 
extensively damaged two rooms 
of the two and one - half story 
wood frame house at 29 Wil¬ 
liams St., and did smoke dam¬ 
age throughout the house. 

Fireman Charles Taylor lives 
at 25 Williams Street, next door 
lo the building where the Haze 
Parted. He was enjoying a day 
off when he smelled smoke 
about 5 p.m. 

Taylor discovered the fire in 
the building where Mr, and 
Mrs. Wilfred Niles md Mr. and 
Mrs. George Blossom lived.‘The 
elderly Niics , was screaming 
4, £ire” from the interior of the 
house when he first saw the 
blaze, Taylor said. 

The fireman ran to a side 
door, where he helped Ntlea out 
o. the burning house. 

When he was told by Niles 
that Gloria Brtvwn^ a six-month- 
old infant, was still inside ftie 
building. Taylor rushed back 
into the house's smoke - filled 
interior and found the child 
sitting bewildered on the floor 
of an inner room. 

He then snatched the baby up 
and ran outside with her, where 
he gave her mouth-lo-mouth re¬ 
st! sc Ra tion. 

“She wap all right then/ 1 
Taylor said afterwards, 

The inf ant and the elderly 
couple were the last to leave 
the building. 4 i . ■ 

City firemen, who had been 
called out earlier Friday after¬ 
noon to pot out a foundry blaze 
armed at the scene shortly alter 
5 p. m, with three trucks, a con¬ 
fusing array of firefitjhfeg equip¬ 
ment, and about 30 firemen, 

Under the direction of Fire 
Chief Alfred H. Kdlonskl. the 
city firefighters quickly hooked 
up several lines of booster hose 
and attacked the Maze. 

Many other off - duty fire¬ 
men were called to help fight 
the Maze, and School Commis¬ 
sioner Patrick Mangan, on his 
way to church, stopped his car 
vrtien he saw the fire and as¬ 
sisted firemen in his shirtsleeves 
until the blaze was controlled. 

The Niles apartment, which 
occupies the lower floor of the 
wood budding, was most severe¬ 
ly damaged by the blaze. 
-Mwrh^of tihete furnitoiue was 
destroyed, ami the elderly 
Couple, themselves were forced 
to ^>end the nrf^ht in the Salva-' 
fekm Army home. 

A large crowd of onlookers, 
including many diitd'mv who 
bad to be shooed from under 
busy firemen's feet, gathered to 
watch the blaze in the warm 
aady spring evening. 

Chief Koltonski said he and 
Sgt. Robert Richardson, state 
fire marshal, would investigate 
Saturday to find the cause of 
the fire’. 


Firemen and Paldl-Wegner employes poke 
through the rubble caused by an nil tank ex- 


Herald photo—Slovens 
plosion Friday afternoon. Smoke from ihe 
blaze was visible throughout the city* 
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Smoke pour* from the front porch of house at 25 E. Wash¬ 
ington St. as firemen enter second-floor apartment to carry out 


Herald photo—Parker 

family. Stale fire officials will be called in to check the possi¬ 
bility of arson in the general-alarm blaze* 


Arson 



in Fire Here 


Neighbor Heard Teens, 
Breaking Glass, Saw 

Flames Burst Forth. 

— 

The State Fire Marshal will 
be called in Friday to invest!- 
gate possibilities of arson in a 
general • alarm fire ’late 
Thursday. 

The fire, in a two • story 
apartment house at 25 E. ; 

Washington St., ruined two 
rooms in the downstairs apart¬ 
ment. It was discovered at; 
11:30 p.m. 

A neighbor. Richard J. Cos¬ 
tello. told Fire Chief Alfred J.; 
Koltonski that he heard som<> 
teenagers outside the house 


shortly before the blaze erupt* 
ed. 

Costello said he got out of 
bed when he heard breaking 
glass. As he looked out the 
window, he saw flames burst 
forth on the porch of the house 
while a group of teenagers ran 
toward South Main Street.' | 

Koltonski confirmed that the 
fire started on the ground floor 
and said that he would call in 
the state officials “the first 
thing in the morning;” 

The occupants/of the ground 
floor apartment, Mr,’and Mrs. 


Richard Donah, were in bed 
when Mrs. Donah smelled 
smoke and woke her husband. 

Upstairs. Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Loso and their four boys — aged 
9, 4, 2, and 1 — were taken from 
tie house by ladder. 

The.pet dog of the Donah fam 
ily was killed by the blaze. 

The front two rooms of the 
house and the porch were ex 
tensiveiy damaged by the fire. 
The upstairs apartment wasn’t 
harmed by the flames, Kolton 


ski said. 
The blaze 


attracted a 

' 


Late Night Blaze Guts 
Apartment on East 
Washington Street. 

crowd of spectators to the 
house, owned by Mrs. Agnes 
Costello of 54 Morse Place. 

Temperatures dipped to 34 de¬ 
grees as firemen unreeled hoses 
all the way to the hydrant at the 
corner of South Main Street 
large and East Washington Street. 

One hose coupling loosened in 
the midst of the fire and 
sprayed firemen and onlookers 
alike before it was tightened. 



Paint Ignites, 
Man Burned 
Here Friday 


A Maple Street man was 
treated and released at 
Rutland Hospital Friday 
afternoon suffering from 
burns he received in a fire 
at 343 West St. 

Hospital officials said that 
Norman Gilman, 23. receiv¬ 
ed burns to his left hand 
and arm, but is in good con¬ 
dition. 

Firemen said Gilman was 
painting a car at the Ray¬ 
mond Nutting used caT tot 
on West Street when the 
heated paint spilled onto a 
hot plate and ignited. 

Firemen arrived at the 
scene at 5:17 p.m. and 
quickly extinguished t h e 
blaze with two booster 
lines. 

Gilman was taken to the 
hospital by fellow employes. 

Firemen said the building 
received extensive smoke 
damage. The paint job on 
the car was ruined. 


Lumber Yard 
(Fire’s Cause 
Is Unknown 


Rutland Fire Chief Alfred H. 
Koltonski and Sgt. Robert Rich¬ 
ardson. state fire marshal, 
continued Wednesday with the 
investigation of a fire which 
destroyed the Boynton Lumber 
Co. Tuesday. 

But both men said that the 
exact cause of the fire and the 
amount of damage done were 
still uncertain. 

Walter E. Boynton, owner of 
the lumber yard, who collapsed 
at the scene of the fire, was 
reported in good condition at 
Rutland Hospital Wednesday. 

The blaze raced through the 
South Main Street lumber com¬ 
pany Tuesday afternoon, des¬ 
troying lumber and many wood-* 
working machines. 

“The cause w still undeter¬ 
mined,” Sgt. Richardson said 
Wednesday. “We know the fir© 
started toward the north end of 
the building, but the actual 
cause is still unknowm to us.” 

Koltonski said the investiga¬ 
tion would continue. 
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( Herald photo — Slattery 
A Rutland fireman looks toward the roof of a Pearl Street 
home where he and hit fellow firemen battled a general alarm 
blaze Saturday night. 


K'.m , 


City Firemen Dash From 
Small Blaze to Big One 


General Alarm on Pearl 
Street Saturday Follows 
Perkins Road Fire. 


By HOWARD COFFIN 
Three firemen were overcome 
by smoke but recovered to stay 
on the job Saturday night in Rut¬ 
land, as all hands were needed 
when a general alarm fire broke 
out two minutes after firemen 
had been summoned to another 
blaze. 

At 10:10 p.m. Saturday, two 
engines were sent to fight a fire 
in a summer home on Perkins 
Road. Firemen had just arrived 
and gotten onto the roof to fight 
a chimney fire when the alarm 
■was sounded for a fire on Pearl 
Street. 

The Perkins Road fire was out 
quickly with little damage. 

Firemen answering the call 
at 135 Pearl St. found flames 
shooting out of downstairs doors 
and windows of a two-story 
frame house owned by Robert 
Platt. The single fire engine 
sent to Pearl Street was joined 
\ by tw o others from the Perkins 






Road fire and the blaze was 
soon under control. 

Three city firemen — Joyce 
Ferguson. Richard Barron, and 
Donald Mooro — were overcome 
by smoke, but revieved by the 
fire department’s resusciiator 
on its. new rescue vehicle. AB 
three returned to fight the fireJ 

Smoke and fire damage to 
four rooms was reported. 

The fire started in the kitchen 
and mushroomed in the attic af¬ 
ter flames traveled upward 
through a partition. 

All engines were back at the 
station by midnight. 

State fire investigator Sgt. 
Robert Richardson has been 
called to conduct a routine in¬ 
vestigation of the Pearl Street- 
fire. 

The fire department gave spe¬ 
cial thanks Sunday to Mrs.,Hen-| 
ry Peterson/Mrs. Alden Smith,! 
and Mrs. Fred Lorman, who 
made and served coffee to the 
firemen. 


**-"‘"Htutland firemen peer Into crevice between 
River Street Badge and Abel'* Tire Corp. Mon¬ 
day night. alt^iUSppinR blaze amid tires stored 


. , — lored lure. Telephone ca ble J jenqa 

below bridgej Mmnm* was turned in by George ered Iil the (heal. Sc6Vc*hj»ai 

4k#ht. X 


! ; ■ 

Herald photo—t 
on bicycle about ll:J0 p. m. and saw flat 
as high as (op of the Abel’s two-story sfi.v 
ture. Telephone cable beneath bridge was sev- 
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Herald photo—Jackson 
Fireman Edward Dalto checks a remaining hot spot on a 
fire gutted one-story wooden two-car garage here Thursday 
afternoon on Kingsley Avenue. The owner was identified as Wil¬ 
liam Butler. Firemen said the cause was unknown. Four booster 
lines were used to fight the blaze, which also destroyed two bi¬ 
cycles. It was discovered about 3:15 p. m. 








































Herald photo — Fredette 
Debris from a fire which struck a storage building at the 
rear of Montgomery Ward stufre early Sunday, awaits removal 
Sunday afternoon. Police are Investigating for possible arson. 

Possible Case of Arson 
Is Checked Out Sunday 




Blaz# Hits Montgomery 
Ward Tire Shop at 5:40 
A.M.; $5,000 Damages. 

:• - 

Police are investigating a 
possible case of arson at a tire 
6hop at the rear of the 
Montgomery-Ward Store on 
Merchants Row. The blaze 
began at 5:40 a.m. Sunday, ac¬ 
cording to city police. 

. The 20*foot square building, 
containing 300 batteries and as 
many rubber tires, erupted in 
flames and kept 14 firemen busy 
for an hour. 

A second alarm box was' 
touched off at the corner of 
Center and South Main Streets 
three minutes after the first. 

A passerby noticed a teenager 
standing near the box prior to 
the arrival of the fire truck. 

A fireman notified police, who 


stopped the youth and ques¬ 
tioned him. Charge! are pen¬ 
ding. 

Capt. Arthur Olsen of the fire 
department said Sunday night 
that the Montgomery Ward fire 
originated on a shelf containing 
several batteries. 

Three trucks, a ladder truck, 
and the rescue wagon were 
dispatched to the scene. 

When they reached the scene, 
firemen found the inside of the 
building engulfed in flames. 

Door openers were used to 
pry open the locked double 
doora. The windows were broken! 
out with axes. 

Olsen said the flames were 
quickly extinguished with three 
boosters. Firemen had a con¬ 
siderable amount of trouble with 
the intense black smoke given 
off by the burning tires. 

John Ozaone, Montgomery 
Ward manager, said 1 the 
building, used for the in¬ 
stallation of tires and batteries, 
contained about $20,000 worth 
of goods. 

Ozanne estimated the loss at 
$5,000. 

He said 100 of the 300 batteries 
were ruined, but bad not 
estimated the tire loss Sunday 
night. 

Ozanne said the battery and 
tire service Section of the store 
will be dosed Monday. The sales 
and installation will not be af¬ 
fected, according to Ozanne. He 
said the store will send its 
business to local service stations 
throughout the city. 

Ozanne said Sunday night that 
he was very pleased with the 
quick response of the fire 
department. 

The loss was sizeable, but 
it could have been much more," 
he said. 



By PAT SLATTERY 
An investigaiton Monday of 
two recent fires has strength¬ 
ened Fire Chief Alfred H. Kol¬ 
tonski’s suspicions that Rut¬ 
land k harboring an arson¬ 
ist. 

Sgt. Robert Richardson of 
the state fire marshal’s office 
said Monday that a blaze at 
the Salvation Army Building 
on Merchants Row early Sun¬ 
day was a "set" fire. 

Richardson also stated that 
he believes that the rubbish 
fire at the Firestone Store on 
Merchants Row last Friday 
morning was also set. 

Koltonski has suspected that 
an arsonist has been roam¬ 
ing the streets of Rutland 
since Dec. 6, 1964 when a fire 
of undetermined origin de¬ 
stroyed a store room and the 
kitchen at the Hotel Berwick. 

The two recent fires in Rut- 
land, and a fire at Abel’s ga¬ 
rage early m September 
strengthened Koltonski’s be¬ 
lief. 

“I am afraid if we do not 
catch this individual soon, 
someone will be killed, 0 Kol¬ 
tonski said 

Richardson said that he has 
not yet investigated the blaze 
at Abel’s. 

Koltonski called in Richard¬ 
son early Monday after he in¬ 
spected the area where the 
fire started on Merchants 
Row about 1 a. m. Sunday. 

Hie veteran firefighter said 
that the fire sared near a pile 
of used tires which were 
stacked near the rear of the 
building. 

Hie flames had almost com¬ 
pletely enveloped the wooden 
porch of the three-story brick 
buikMng when firemen ar¬ 
rived. Hie fire was quickly 
put out, but the porch 
received heavy smoke and 
fire damage. 

“The fires at Firestone and 
the Salvation Army appear 
to be of incendiary origin,” 
Richardson said. “An investi¬ 
gation is now being made 
into the circumstances sur¬ 
rounding the fires,” he added. 












Quick Work 


Rutland firemen Friday eve¬ 
ning contained a fire to an 
attic at the home of Lawrence 
W. Loso at 20 Shcdd Place. 

No one was hurt, according 
to Fire Chief Alfred H. Kon- 
tonski. He said the fire char¬ 
red the attic, mainly on the 
northern end. and destroyed 
some stored clothing and fur¬ 
niture. 

Koltonski reported the cause 
of the fire was not yet known. 

Engines 1, 2, 3, 4 and the 
rescue wagon responded to 
the scene about 8 p. m. Flood¬ 
lights aided the quick fire 
battle. There was not much 
water damage according to 
Chief Koltonski. 

One problem his men had, 
he said, was a “slight" traf¬ 
fic jam to get through on the 
way to the fire. 

“W^ bad it under control 
in 20 minutes," he said. 






























Fast Action 


Saves House 


Smoke Damage Heavy But 
No Injuries in Hopkins 
Street Fire. 


A quick-thinking housewife 
and fast work by city firemen 
prevented a fire from destroying 
a two-and-a-half story wooden 
house on Hopkins Street about 
4:30 p.m. Monday. Damage 
from smoke and fire was heavy. 
No one was injured. 

The fire broke out in the cellar 
of the home of Steven J. Molnar 
of 27 Hopkins St. and was put 
out before flames could eat their 
way through the first floor. 

According to city firemen, the 
blaze, apparently caused by 
faulty wiring, was discovered by 
Mrs. Shirley Molnar when she 
opened the cellar door upon 
returning from shopping. 

After calling the firemen, Mrs. 
Molnar dosed the cellar door 


and opened all the windows in 
the home. 

Firemen used three booster 
lines and were able to confine 
the fire to the cellar. Using 
air packs, firemen entered the 
smoke-filled home to insure that 
flames had not gone up the 
wall partitions. Lt. James B. 
Barron said that Mrs. Molnar's 
actions had prevented the 
flames from sweeping out of 
control through the home. 

Fire officials said that the 
blaze had started under a 
stairway in the cellar. The cellar 
rafters were burned and a sec¬ 
tion of a cellar window was 
charred on the outside. Smoke 
damage on the first, second and 
third floors was heavy. 

The second and third floor 
apartments were, occupied by 
Mrs. Gladys M. Bersaw and 
Anthony Zullo. 

Firemen used smoke ejectors 
to clear the home. Tbe two 
engines returned to the station 
iat 5:29.p.m. 





Serviceman 
Spots Fire 


Seaman Michael Barrett Re¬ 
ports Salvation Army 
Blaze to Firemen. 

w _ 

A quick thinking serviceman 
and fast work by city firemen 
prevented an early Sunday morn¬ 
ing fire from getting out of 
control. 

The firemen used two booster 
hoses to put out a blaze at the 
rear of the Salvation Army 
Building at 32-34 Merchants Row 
about 1:1? a -m. Sunday. 

Seaman Michael Barrett of 
225 Lincoln Ave.. spending a 
weekend away from his duties 
as a cook in the U.S. Coast 
Guard, discovered the blaze and 
called the firemen. 

According to fire officials, the 
blaze started near a pile of 
used tires w'hich were stacked 
near the rear of the building. 
The flames had almost com¬ 
pletely enveloped the wooden 
porch of the three story brick 
building when firemen arrived. 

Lt. Robert J. Marston, officer 
in charge of the Salvation Army, 
, said Sunday that he did not have 
any estimate of damage. He said 
that the inside of the building 
was not damaged. 

The tires are owned by the 
Montgomery Ward & Co. Store, 
Marston said. 

The firemen returned to the 
station at 1:43 a.m. 


Suspect Fire 
Was Caused 
By Arsonist 


Fire Chief Alfred E. , I 
Kohonski said Sunday night 
that a fire Chat struck the 
rear of an apartment house 
at the corner of West and 
Evelyn Streets, early Satur¬ 
day morning, was not 
started from natural 
causes. 

The blaze, which erupted 
at 3:20 a.m., started m 
three trash barrels at the 
rear of the brnWing. 

Firemen arrived to find 
the entire wal of the wood 
frame buikimg ablaze. 

Eleven firemen worked for 
15 minute* to extinguish the 
fire. 

The building which houses 
about 30 people, sustained 
about $300 worth of damage. 

Koltonski said it cmrid 
have turned into another 
fatal fire. 

He also said this is the 
fifth suspected case of 
, arson in the last eight 
months. 

A tire storage building at 
the rear of the Montgomery 
Ward Store on Merchants 
Row suffered about $5,000 
worth of damage April 0. 
The blaze was blamed on 
arson by fire and police of¬ 
ficial* 

Police have questioned 
several suspects, but have 
made no arrests. 

The incident is still under 
investigation by the Firt 
Marshall’s office. 



Herald photo—Frcdetie 


A Rutland fireman administers oxygen to I Center Street at 3:15 p. m. Tuesday. Joyce 
Edmund Joyce. r»4, of 123 Library Ave., who was rushed to Rutland Hospital, where he is 
was stricken with an undisclosed ailment on | under observation, according to city police. 
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Mrs. Philip Crowley (left) of Brockton, 
Mass., and Fire Chief Alfred II. Koltonski 
support Mrs. Eleanor Mackin, who had just 
been told that her 15-year-old daughter perish¬ 
ed in early-morning fire Friday on Crescent 


Herald photo—Levins 
Street. Mrs. Crowley’s husband also died in 
same fire, which officials believe was caused 
by cigarettes smouldering in wastebasket. 
A general alarm was sounded for the fire. 
(Other photo. Page 13) * , 


Fatal Blaze Is Traced 
To Plastic Wastebasket 


Man, Teenage Girl Die in 
Early Morning Fire at 
Crescent St. House. 


By DON FREDETTE 

An ashtray emptied in a 
wastebasket resulted in the 
death of a 15-year-old Rutland 
(Junior High School student and 
her 5&-year-old uncle early Fri 
day morning here. 

I City, firemen said that a fire 
which swept through a wood- 
frame house at 16 Crescent St. 
originated in a plastic 
wa&tgba^ket in the kitchen. • * 

The^Wtfms—Miss: Pamela 
Mackin, daughter of Mr. 1 and 
Mrs. John Mackin of that ad¬ 
dress, and Fhihp Crowley of 
Brockton, Mass., both died of 
smoke inhalation, according to 
Dr. William Pdwers, regional 
medical examiner. 

Mrs. Anna (Mackin, 69, was 
released Friday afternoon from 
Rutland Hospital, wh*rc she 
had been examined for injuries 
she may have suffered in jump¬ 
ing from the second floor * of 
the house during the fire. ‘ 

Nine other people escaped in¬ 
jury from the generakalarm 
blaze that kept 35 firemen busy 
for more than two hours. 

These were the people in the 
one-and-one-half story house 
when the fire broke out early 
Friday: 

Mr. and Mrs. Mackin; their 
children, John, 19, Thomas, 17, 
Pamela, 15, Elaine, 12, and 
Barry, 10; Maekin’» mother, I 
Mrs. Anna Mackin; Crowley! 
and his wife Mary, and Miss 
Janet Cotter and Miss Jayle 
Cotter, all of Brockton. 

The senior Mrs. Mackin had 
come with the Crowleys and the 
Cotters for a visit with the 


A neighbor called the fire 
^department at 3:15 a.m. and 
teported smoke pouring from 
the Crescent Street house. The 
unidentified person also told 
firemen he heard someone 
scream. 

Three trucks were dispatched 
st the first call, and the first 

fire crews called / back the 
signal for a general alarm, 
which brought off-duty firemen 
and policemen — and swarms 
of spectators. The fire itself 
was fairly easy to stop, but it 
took longer to grope through the 
thick smoke and heat to search 
for the bodies. 

As near as could be pieced 
together from the accounts 
later in the day, Mackin’s 
mother and Elaine Mackin. 12, 
jumped 12 feet from a second 
story window onto a concrete 
sidewalk. „ 

The eight other survivors ran 
down a winding staircase and 
thanjgb a side- door oo the east 
side of the building, whteK is 
not far from North Main Street. 

The fire was in its earliest 
stages when the eight made 
their way down the stairs. 
When they opened the door to 
escape, the fire was fed fresh 
oxygen and mushroomed fierce¬ 
ly. according to Fire Chief 
Alfred H. Koltonski. 

Pamela Mackin, apparently 
the last to realize the situation, 
attempted to follow the others 
down the same staircase, but 
was driven back by smoke and 
flames. Then she Seems to have 
retreated up a set of stairs to 
a small attic, hoping to find' 


relief from the intense heat and 
smoke. 

The girl’s mother told police 
that while she was outside, she 
heard Pamela’s screams coming 
from 1 the attic window. 

Firemen and police found the 
body of the girl on the attic 
floor next to a window. 

Crowley’s body was found in 
a southeast bedroom against a 
wall. Authorities theorized he 
had been trying to get to a sun- 
porch on the second floor when 
he was overcome; 

John Mackin Jr. was the first 
person inside the house to 
discover the fire. He told 

wall ablaze. He> said he tried 
to get some water from a 
nearby lavatory, but could not 
find a container, i 1 

Chief Koltonski described the 
blaze as “a real flash fire.” 
He said the other people in the 
house were “lucky to be alive.” 

“It happened so fast that no 
one had a chance,” Koltonski 
said. 

Dr. Powers said Friday night 
that both victims suffered from 
inhalation of carbon dioxide. He 

said 65 per cent of the girl’s 



(See Page 13: Two Killed) 


body was burned severly, but 
that she didn't die of burns., 
They were inflicted after she 
died. Dr. Powers said. 

Firemen said the left side of 
the girl’s face was burned 
beyond recognition. She had 
large burns on her arm, they 
Said. 

Dr. Powers said both victims 
suffered large blisters, but that 
it was caused after death by 
the heat that engulfed the se¬ 
cond floor when the fire 
iroomed. 

.oni- ,i said the plastic 
wastebasket, where the fire 
Supposedly originated, w a s 
found near the kitchen sink on 
the weslt $ide of the building. 
It had been reduced to a mushy 
blob the size of a baseball. 

The interior of the house was 
completely gutted on the first 
floor, and the woodwork on the 
second floor was seared with 
heat. 

: Firemen put up a ladder to 
the second floor, but had to don 
gas masks before entering the 
house. Even then, they could 
only stay a few s e c o n d s , 
because of the heat and thick 
smoke. 

Witnesses said Friday night 
that the short time it took 
firemen to arrive at the scene 
and extinguish the blaze was 
“unbelievable.” 

The department had the fire 
Itself under control in five 
minutes, and completely out in 
12 minutes. Then through the 
thick clouds of smoke began the 
grim search for the victims. 

Koltonski, durable veteran of 
the Fire Department for more 
than a half century, arrived at 
the scene two minutes after the 
first trucks. He lives a block 
to the west on Crescent Street. 

The chief notified State’s At- 
ty. Robert E. West, who in¬ 
spected the house and gave 
permission for removal of the 
bodies. 

Dr. Powers said autopsies 
would not be necessary. 

Sgt. Joseph Cioffi of the state 
Fire Marshal’s office made a 
Preliminary survey of the house 
rateri Friday, and said a full 
investigation wwld be conducted. 

Chief' Koltonski had h i g b 
praise for the city Police 

Department, for its assistance 
during the incident. Patrolmen 
Emmet Fleming and George" 
Packard were first at the scene, 
and helped the firemen put up 
the ladder. 

Th ey also wen t inside in the 

search for the bodies, and 

Fleming had to go back to the 
fire station for smoke-inhalation 
treatment after the fire was put 
out. 

The blaze attracted a large 

crowd of spectators, who mingl¬ 
ed with firemen and policemen 
as the first light of dawn show-' 
v ed over East Mountain. 

Most of the survivors refused 
to go inside and watched with 
tears and grim expressions as 
firemen rushed back and forth. 


Patrolman Robert Cameron 
finally led one of the sobbing 
Mackin children into a house 
next door after they became an 
object of curiosity ior onlookers. 

Many of the spectators were 
strolling up to the front door 

to peek inside while firemen 
were still fighting the blaze; 

A newspaper photographer 
and a television photographer 
found it difficult to take pic¬ 
tures because of the w^ntdering 
spectators, who also got in the 
way of firemen. 


Rutland family. Mackin is J 
sales repsrcntatlve for the U.S. 
Rubber Co. In the Rutland area. 

Neighbors said they believed 
the family was awake until 
about 3:45 a. m. when everybody 
went to bed. 


Two Killed in House Fire on Friday 
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Blame Blaze 
For Attack 


A 
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Edward Henry stares in disbelief at the 
house which he had lived in several hours be¬ 
fore. The house in North Clarendon was de¬ 
stroyed by fire Wednesday afternoon. The 


Herald photo—Frcdette 
Henry family of seven had lived in the house 
for five years. Clarendon and Rutland Fire 
Departments worked on the blaze for more 
than an hour. 

t- V 


Fire Leaves 7 Homeless 


A flash-fire in North Claren¬ 
don Wednesday afternoon gut¬ 
ted the inside of a two-story 
house and left a family of sev¬ 
en homeless. 

The cause of the blaze was 
not determined. 

* The house, located on the 
Creek Road and occupied by 
the Gil Henry family, burst into 
flames about 3:30 p.m. 

A passer-by called the Clar¬ 
endon Fire Department, which 
arrived at the house at'4 p.m. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry, their 
three sons — Edward, Jimmy, 
and Brian — and Henry’s moth¬ 
er* and father had occupied the 
house. Only the grandparents 
and a blind son, Jimmy, were 
in the house at the time. 

The grandfather found the 
blind boy and carried him to 
safety while firemen carried the 


grandmother from the house in 
a chair. 

Clarendon firemen were un¬ 
able to control the blaze and 


called for the Rutland Fire De¬ 
partment at 4:10 p.m. 

The local department an¬ 
swered the call with one engine 
and doused the flames with two 
boosters while the Clarendon 
department kept the truck’s 
tank full from the nearby river. 

The house is owned by Floyd 
Cutting of Michigan.' 

Firemen were able to save 
most of the furniture and other 
valuable items. 

The fire was out one hour 
and 15 minutes after it was re¬ 
ported. 

Cutting was unavailable for 
comment Wednesday night to 
estimate the cost of the dam¬ 
age or to verify if the building 
was insured. 
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Eugene Urann, 79, Stricken 
When Fire in Trash Bar-| 
rcl Spreads. 

The death by heart attack of 
a 82-year-oki Fairview Avenue 
man was- blamed on a small 
grass fire that erupted behind 
nis home Sunday morning. 

Eugene Urann died of a heart 
attack, apparently caused by 
overexcitement, according to 
Dr. Gordon Smith of Rutland. 

Urann was burning trash in 
a barrel behind his house at 
noon, according to firemen. 
Pieces of the burning papers 
apparently blew onto the grass 
and started the blaze. 

Firemen arrived at the scene , 
and found not only the burning 
grass, but the body of Urann 
lying beside the incinerator. , 
-Fireman Arthur Myhre called 
the station and requested the 
rescue wagon. He then applied 
mouth to mouth rescuscitation j 
to the stricken man. 

Dr. Smith said Sunday night 
that Urann probably saw the 
blaze and. realizing the danger, 
.suffered a stroke. Dr! Smith, 
said the man had suffered from 
heart trouble. 

Urann suffered burns to the 
left side of hist body when the 
fire swept past the incinerator 
and inched its way around him, 
Igniting his clothes. 

, Firemen had little trouble 
putting out the blaze andj 
returned to the station at 11:43 
a.ra. ’ 




Rutland Man 
Suffers Fatal 
Seizure, Burns 

An 82-ycar-old Rutland man 
suffered a fatal heart attack 
while burning trash in his 
backyard Sunday and then 
was burned when he fell into 
a grass fire started from his 
incinerator, y- ■ - ' 

Dr. Gordon Smith said Eu¬ 
gene Urann suffered the heart 
seizure before he was burned 
on the left side of his body. 

The grass fire was 
extinguished by firemen. One 
firefighter vainly tried to 
revive the victim by mouth 
to mouth resuscitation. 

Mr. Urann lived on Fair- 
view Avenue with his wife. 
Dr. Gordon said Mr. Urann 
had a history of heart trouble. 
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Herald photo — Slattery 

f 1 ™®*® Richard Battles chops a hole in I Butterfield of Mill ViUage in Rutland Town 
the front of the home of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney | early Tuesday. Building was totally gutted. 


City Policeman Rescues 

T 1 T1 -M-V. 

lown Couple From Fire 




By PAT SLATTERY 
Two elderly Rutland Town 
residents escaped with minor 
burns early Tuesday when a 
fire, caused by a shorted elec¬ 
trical switch, gutted their wood- 
frame home in Mill ViUage. 

Rescued from their smoke- 
filled home by Patrolman 
George Packard of the Rutland 
Police Department were Mr. 
and Mrs. Sidney B. Butterfield. 

Mrs. Butterfield, 68, suffered 
bums on the left hand and left 
leg. Butterfield, 71, suffered 


first and second degree burns 
on the right side of his face, 
his head, right ear, and right 
shoulder. Two dogs and four 
kittens died in the fire. 

The couple was treated by 
their famUy physician at the 
home of their son, Benjamin S. 
Butterfield of 17 Crescent St. 

Three calls were received at 
the Rutland Fire Department 
about 5 a.m, Tuesday. Three 
engines were dispatched to the 
scene. A general alarm was 
broadcast shortly after tfce first 
fireman arrived at the But¬ 
terfield house at Lincoln Avenue 
and North Main-Street. 

Off-duty firemen and caU men 
awakened by the general alarm 
quickly pulled additional hoses 
from the fire trucks and at¬ 
tached the lines to hydrants in¬ 
side tlje city on North Main 
Street and Lincoln Avenue. 

Koltonski, who^toure^thc^ gut 
ted building Tuesday afternoon 
with Joseph Cloffi of the state 
fire marshal’s office, said that 
the fire apparently started in 
a three-way switch in the • 
kitchen of the house. 


Bearor of Chittenden, a Post 
Office employe, and an uniden¬ 
tified man drove by about the 
same time. 

Patrolman Packard and 
Bearor pulled Mrs. Butterfield 
out of the house through a tiny 
window in the rear of the 
building. Meanwhile Butterfield 
had gone back in the front door, 
thinking hi* wife was still in¬ 
side. 

Packard and Bearor groped 
their way through dense smoke, 
located Butterfield in the cellar, 
and led him to safety after 
persuading him his wife was 
outside. 

A total of 34 city firemen 
responded to the fire. About 
3,000 feet of hose was used. 
Firemen returned to the station 
about 6:30 a.m. One engine had 
to return to the house about 
7:30 p.m. when sparks rekindled 
the building. 


Mrs. Butterfield was awaken¬ 
ed by the barking of the family 
dogs. She aroused her husband, 
1- who was sleeping in a 
downstairs bedroom. But¬ 
terfield, after futilely a t- 
tempting to put out the fire 
with a bucket of water, tried 
to .phone the Rutland Fire 
Department 

His phone was dead. He ran 
I out of the house and flagged 
i down a Rutland Hospital nurse 
L was driving by. Robert 
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Rutland firemen got a Jive run Sunday as 
the torch was put to the old poor farm, now 
abandoned. Firemen got a chance to test 


,_ » „ t Herald photo — Stearns 

their fighting techniques and put out the 
b ?* e *V hree h<mrs ' Smoke from the blaze 
attracted a large crowd to the scene. 


n ladder go Rutland firemen to fight an upstairs 

apartment of Richard C. Jenney of 28 Lafayette 

m ‘ J^ r L ay ' Ejctensive smoke, fire, and water 
damage was caused by the general-alarm blaze but no to 
furies were reported. Cause of the fire was undetermined, ' 


Speedy Work by Firemen Saves Life 
Of Rutland Man in Burning Apartment 


Quick work by the Rutland 
Fire Department early Satur¬ 
day morning saved the lives of 
a Spruce Street man, a puppy, 
and a kitten. 

Firemen who arrived at 137 
S 


found Bailey unconscious on the 
apartment’s kitchen floor. 

Authorities said Bailey, 20, 
had been overcome by smoke. 
He was listed in satisfactory 
condition by Rutland Hospital 


a four-month- 
a small puppy 


Spro^ek-St. shortly after 1:30 authorities Sunday night, 
a.rn. tc quench a fire in an After discovering Bailey in 
upstairs t apartment rented by the burning apartment, firemen 


jfr^and Mrs 


Marshal L. Bailey 
— 








took him outside and gave him 
-oxygen with a resuscitator, 
Bailey was taken by ambulance 
to the hospital. No official 
cause was given by fire of¬ 
ficials. 

According to police and fire 
department reports on the fire, 
Mrs, Bailey had gone to work 
and Bailey and Stewart Devino 
of Forest Dale were m the 
apartment at the time the fire 
started. 

Devino was frying eggs in the 
apartment kitchen when the fire 
broke out, according to of¬ 
ficials. He discovered the fire in 
the living room, 

Devino told authorities that 
he did not know where Bailey 
was when the fire started, 
Devino kicked out a kitchen 
window on the south side of the 
apartment house, hung from the 
window by his hands, kicked in 
the kitchen window of the 
downstairs apartment where the 
building’s owner, Mrs. Concetta 
LaVecchia, lives, and phoned 
the Fire Department from the 


firemen rescued 
old kitten and 

from the upstairs apartment, 
Bailey had facial bums and was 
suffering from smoke in¬ 
halation, authorities said, 

destroyed, and the remainder of 
the apartment suffered heavy 


smoke and water damage, 
police reports said, Mrs, LaVec- 
chia T s apartment suffered 
minor water damage. 

Three fire trucks, two police 
cars and an ambulance 
responded to the fire alarm. 
The fire was out by 2:4S ajn,, 
according to Fire Department, 
reports. 

Fire officials said that state 
Fire Marshal Joseph Cioffi 
would begin an investigation 
Monday to determine the cause 
of the blaze. 


downstairs apartment, authori 
ties said. 

Devino was treated for hand 
cuts at Rutland Hospital and 
released. 

After reviving B a i 1 e 











































Speedy Work 
By Firemen 
Saves House 

City firemen were praised 
Friday for their fast work on 
a garage fire in Mendon. Their 
speed resulted in saving a 
house. 

Chief Alfred H. Koltonski said 
his men -answered a call Friday 
at 3:45 a.m. at the residence 
of Francis Avery on the 
Journey’s End Hoad in Mendon. 
A garage-workshop and a new 
pick-up truck, however, could 
not be saved, he said. 

The garage was engulfed 1 in 
flames when the firemen ar¬ 
rived and the fire threatened 
the rear of Avery’s nearby 
house. The back of the house 
was only scorched, Koltonski 
addedi. 

City fireman Gerald Lancour 
a minor neck burn 
fighting the blaze. He and two 
other men, under the direction 
of Capt. James P. Barron, went 
to the scene on Engine 1. They 
returned-to the station about 
5:15 a.m* 

*5? cauae of the fire was still 
undetenninod Friday afternoon, 
Koltonski reported, 


Firemen tear away shingles and chop at | office building at the General^Electrfc^Drant 
t - an effo ? ge } at *9 ori *l* But J. Walter Herlihy. plant manager said 


of a fire whi ch damaged records and the main [ the plant would be In^u l^operatlo^Fridai^ 

Full-Alarm Blaze at GE; 

i 7 

Production Unhampered 


Light Fixture Blamed for 

Smoky Fire at Aircraft 

Engine Parts Factory. 

— 

A small but smoky general 
alarm blaze brought seven fire 
trucks to the General Electric 
plant on Columbian Avenue at 
7:19 p.m. Thursday. But plant 
Manager J. Walter Herlihy said 
that production of jet engines 
parts would not be hampered by 
the blaze. 

At the scene, firemen 
discovered dense clouds o f 
black smoke pouring from the 
main office building of the 
plant, where lighting apparatus 
was believed to have caught 
fire. 

Firefighting was hampered by 
the smoke. 

The first entry to the building 
was made through an attic win¬ 



dow on the east side of 'the 
building. 

Booster lines were laid from 
the trucks, but the smoke con¬ 
tinued to choke both operations 
and firemen. 

Gradually firemen worked 
their way across the building. 
The source of the fire was 
finally discovered in the west 
wing roof. Working quickly 
with axes and booster nozzles, 
firemen tore up the roof and ex¬ 
tinguished the small blaze. 

There were no office person¬ 
nel in the building at the time" 
?/ i he fire » according to 
Herlihy. 

Workers streamed from other 
parts of the plant to join the 
crowds watching the fire. 

According to Herlihy, there 
was extensive; water 'damage to 
the office building. Some com¬ 
pany records, stored In the attic 
where the smoke and fire 
originated were lost. 

Herlihy said that the office 


Costly 


workers would be dispersed 
throughout the plant until 
damage caused by the fire 
could be repaired. 

The plant was back in opera¬ 
tion at 8:25 p.m. 

The full complement of 28 
firemen and five extra men 
answered the general alarm. 

Firemen theorized that the 
fire started in a light fixture in 
the main entry to the offices. 
Fire Chief Alfred Koltonski was 
not available Thursday night to 
state whether the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office would be call¬ 
ed to investigate the blaze. 

Traffic was badly congested 
for an hour and a half. Police 
rerouted cars onto State Street 
and West Street. 

The plant produces blades and 
vanes used in jet aircraft* 
engines, including those i n 
many planes now flying in com¬ 
bat in Vietnam. Another plant 

. nr*- V 

in Ludlow also produces jet 
engine-yparts, while a GE plant 
in Burlington produces 2 0 • 
millimeter Vulcan cautious for 
Air Force fighter*/ 

About 1,400 workers am 
employed at tho Kutland plant, 
making GE tho largest single 
employer In the city. 



Fire Destroys 
Shed Friday 
On Grove St. 




A local youth, operating 
a compact car, struck a 
Rutland fire truck which 
was returning from a false 
alarm at 9:20 p.m. Thurs¬ 
day, city police reported. 

Police said the vehicle, 
operated by 'William P. 
Young, 19, of Gleason Road, 
struck the truck, which had 
stopped at the comer of 
North Main Street and 
Burnhap Avenue. 

The fire truck was called 
to Nichols Street when a 
prankster pulled the alarm 
box about 9:05 p.m. 


.Embers smoldering from a 
recent grAssflre burst into 
flames .Friday afternoon and 
destroyed a Grov e Street shed 
owned by Frank!ewicz Brothers 
painting contractors. 

City firemen brought the fire 
under control with four booster 
fines shortly after they received 
th© alarm, at 2:30 p.m. 

Tbe fire destroyed* a boat 
trailer, bouse blinds, and can¬ 
vas in the shed, '{he fire spread 
from the shed, attached to a 
<g«ira<ge at 236 Grove St., and 
burned the garage doors. A sec¬ 
tion of the ceiling in the garage 
was also charred. 

Firemen reported that the 
fire was probably caused by 
Sparks which had got under the 
shed from a grass fire Fhiday 
morning. 

City firemen also ex-j 
tiaguished a fire at an apart¬ 
ment occupied by Joseph 
iLatPlaca of 204 S. Main St. 
about 9 a.m. on Friday.! 
Firemen said that children 
.playing with matches set fire 
to a cooch on the .parch. 

Mrs. L&Pi&ca dragged the 
couch away from the porch and 
partially put out the blaze with 
the aid of a neighbor before 
firemen arrived. 

Firemen also put out grass 
fires on Woodstock Avenue at 
noon and' at 126 Park St. at 
12:46 p.m. Firemen answered a 
fals© alarm to Giorgetti 
Boulevard at 2:45 p.m. Friday. 
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Flames roar skyward Monday mormlng as j up In flames. Firemen quickly brought the 
a storage shed at Grossman's Lumber goes I blaze under control. No cause was determined* 

Lumber Yard Fire Under Investigation" 

Stale Police Summoned to 
Probe Cause of Morning 
Blaze on Baxter Street, * 

Former Fire Marshal Robert 
Richardson will investigate the j 
causes of a fire which gutted & 
shed at a Baxter Street lumber 
dealer Monday morning. ff r} 
Rutland Fire Chief Alfre^H^ 
Koltonski said Richardson, who ■ 
is iu»w head of the local stile 
police Bureau of Criminal^ 
Invert! gation, would probably^ 
begin his investigation Tuesday? 

In the meantime, Ohtef 
Koltonski and spokesmen -for 
Grossman's Inc, f the lumber t 
dealer involved, said the cauiOf 
of the blaze is still undetermin¬ 
ed T®* 

The storage shed caught fire L 
shortly before 9 a.m, Monday 1 
and quickly became a major ; 
conflagration. ru> t 

Firemen who responded to, 
call reported seeing flames ,*&L 
smoke above city buildings iQpj 
they left the fire station at 
Ball. 

Chief Koltonski said the three 
trucks and 28 men who rushed 
to the fire had it under control- 
within a half-hour after arriving ( 
at the scene. 

Spokesmen for the lumber 4 
supplier had no immediate J 
estimate of the amount ’ of i 
damage done. A storage shed 1 

Grossnum's Unjtoc Supply Co. on Usitor SUeet Monday Xtn b^Sttn^wten*t > bwM^^'’ 
morning. c ^fewdetermtord amount of damago. _ “KS^KVhSn ! Stfe 

, to baltJe 

^U? H That-flre had a pretty good i 
starts Chief Koltonski noted..im 
All fire trucks had returned,to., 
the station by 10:30 a.m., Tac^ 
cording to police department 


Quick Work by Firemen 
Stops a Downtown Blaze 

Rutland's first general-alarm of the year caused moderate 
damage to a downtown building Sunday afternoon. But city fire¬ 
men reacted quickly and restricted the blaze to the one building. 

Damaged was a two-and-one-ha if story wooden structure‘at 36 
Strongs Ave. It houses The Palms Restaurant and Rotelia's Barber 
Shop on the ground floor and 


Herald photo—Levins 
Firemen spray the fire which gutted a storage shed at 




has six apartments in the upper 
stories. 

No injuries w T ere reported. 
But the families w T cre made 
homeless by the blaze. Damage 
to the two businesses was 
limited to water damage. 

The cause of the fire was not 
determined by Sunday evening. 
City firemen said that it started 
in the boiler room of the 
building. 

An estimate of the total 
damage was also not available. 

The alarm was turned in at 
4:25 p.m, after John Gleason, 
a tenant, was told by one of 
his seven children that smoke 
was coming from the building. 

Gleason hustled his family 
from the building and turned 
in the alarm to the fire station, 


reroute traffic around the 
scene. 

The building is one of many 
closely * packed tenement-like 
buildings along the street. Had 
firemen been slower In respon¬ 
ding, the blaze could have 
spread quickly to the other 
buildings. But It was confined 
to the cellar and the top apart¬ 
ment. It apparently burned up 
a partition. 

As usual, no fire lines were 
erected, and spectators mingled 
with the firemen as they inched 
forward for a better view. 
Police finally shooed them 
away from the rear of the 
building, where it was feared 
that a kerosene storage tank 
might burn. 

But in the front of the 
building, the scene, resembled 
th e m id wa y of a carni v a!. 
Entire families strolled up and 


reports. 


o j 




COUCH FIRE DOUSED 
HERE SATURDAY NIGHT 
City firemen extinguished a 
couch fire Saturday about 5:50 
p.m. at a 50 Summer St. apart¬ 
ment. 1 ‘Careless smoking was 
the probably cause/ 1 they said. 
The couch was taken outdoors 
and a booster line drowned it 
with water. A smoke ejector 
was used to clear the smoke 
from the apartment, according 
to Copt. Arthur Olson. The oc¬ 
cupant was Identified as Noah 
Raymond. 




Stone and family, Mrs. Gloria 
LaFerrier and family, and Mrs. 
Hildene Stewart 
The building is owned by 
Joseph Sabata so, father of Luigi 
Sabataso, operator of the 
Palms, who arrived shortly'' 
afterwards at the scene with his 
sons, Joseph and John. 

John Saba ta so said the 
restaurant kitchen had water 
damage. Ibe barber shop also 
had water damage, according 
to owner Guido Rotetla, Rotella 
had just remodeled the shop. 
Firemen said the upstairs 
apartments were heavily 
damaged by smoke and water. 
The general alarm sent 
Rutland’s auxiliary firemen 
hustling to the scene. Smoke 
was so dense that oxygen tanka 
had to be used. The ringing of 
the low supply warning bells on 
the tanks mixed with the sounds 


of breaking glass 


iking 

worked in the upper story 
,The sound of too fire whittle 
aUo drew i largo crowd of 
spectators, although the 
weather got chilly as the sun 
started to set. City police called 
in a State Police cruiser to help 


Minor Disturbances Arc 
Checked by Firemen 

City firemen issued an all- 
okay 'sign Sunday about 8:10 
p.m, after receiving a call that 
an extra amount of smoke was 
coming out of the chimney at 
|Northwest School. 

They completely checked the 
i building and found nothing 
wrong, Chief Alfred KoILonski 
i said. 

Engines 1 and 3 made the 
call to the school area. 

Saturday about 4:10 p.m, 
firemen extinguished a small 
fire in a cellar of a Mendon 
house. They reported some rags 
and waste materials were burn' 
,)ing T but said that the fire was 
tackled by the owner and a 
neighbor. 

The firemen checked the 
bouse, owned by Arthur Larson 
of Eastridge Acres, and left,. 
They did not determine the 
cause o f the fire. A booster 
line, clean-up equipment, and a 
smoke ejector were used. There 
was considerable smoke in the 
house, according to CapL 
Martin Kelly. 
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Gasoline Soaked Rooms Doused Quickly by City Firemen 

(Continued from Page 13) * _ > " " 


(Continued from Page 13) 

.floor when firemen arrived, he 
added. 

The badly burned furniture 
was tossed out a window by the 
firemen. The Social Security 
Administration office on the 
first floor of the building had 
minor water and smoke dam¬ 
age. 

State Police Detective Robert 
Dakin seized a can of gasoline 
at the scene. He and Sgt. Rob¬ 
ert Richardson of the State 
Fire Marshal's office are in- 
vesfctgating, 

Firemen alerted residents of 
the building and helped clear 
the budding of smoke and odor. 
Three rooms were saturated 
with gasoline, according to 
Chief Koltonski 
The person committed to the 
state hospital has been report¬ 
edly a resident of the building 
for about six months. Martin 
Trombetta of Rutland, a co* 
owner of the building, said 
about 36 persons are living 
there at the present time, in 
18 apartments. He said he has 
notified his insurance man, 

"There was a lot of damage,, M 
he said, but was not able to 
determine tbe exact amount. 
Firemen responded to tbe fire 
scene at 16 Evelyn St, about 
3:20 p.m. No one was hurt. 


Evelyn Street 
Gasoline Eire 
Brings Police 

By MERLE JACKSON 

A 33-year'Old Evelyn Street 
resident was committed to the 
state mental hospital Wednes¬ 
day after a fire of suspicious 
origin broke out in tbe Evdyn 
Street Apartment Building. 

State's Atty. Robert E. West 
said the former New York state 
resident was committed for ob¬ 
servation, He is not under ar¬ 
rest or charged with anything. 

Fire Chief Alfred H. Kolton¬ 
ski, state police and the Rut¬ 
land Police Department coop¬ 
erated in the investigation, 
which is continuing. 

Chief Koltonski said the fine, 
which was stopped before seri¬ 
ous damage was done, started 
on the second floor of the build¬ 
ing. He said a bedroom and 
couch were saturated with gas¬ 
oline and a fire was started. 

"It was lucky tbe gasoline 
didn't explode," he added. 

Chief Koltonski said the con¬ 
tents of two xooms were badly 
damaged with some fire dam¬ 
age to the rooms, and heavy 
smoke damage to a third room 
on the second floor. There was 
also heavy smoke in the third 

(See Page II: GasolineJ 



. . f*? 1 * P<*ce Detective Robert Dakin 
(right) end another state police investigator 
leave the Evelyn Street apartment building 


, Herald photo—Jackson 

Wednesday afternoon with a can of gasoline 
and two bags of material after a fire of i 
picious origin broke out there. 




Control* Box 
CausedBlaze, 
Firemen Say 


A faulty furnace control box 
was reported to be the cause 
of Rutland's first general alarm 
fire of 1%B, The fire broke 
out at 36 Strongs Ave. Sunday. 

Fire Chief Alfred H, Koltonski 
said Monday that the fire 
started in a control box next 
to the furnace and spread up 
a partition to the second floor 
of the building. 

Mrs. Wilfred Gallipo of 14 
Madison St, r said that the 
furnace was only five years old. 
She reported that there was 
smoke damage to ten rooms 
upstairs plus the Palms 
Restaurant which is located on 
the first floor of the building. 

She said that she had no 
estimate of the damage but ad¬ 
ded that the entire cellar of the 
Palms was destroyed and that 
there were many partitions 
broken in the upstairs 
apartments. 

Mrs. Gallipo manages the 
properly owned by her father, 
Joseph Sabataso of 50 Strongs 
Ave. Sabataso is presently in 
Florida. 

John and Joseph L. Sabataso, 
owners of the Palms 
Restaurant, praised the firemen 
for the outstanding job they did 
in containing the blaze. 

"The people of Rutland don't 
realize how good these feMows 
are," the younger Sabataso said. 

The building was insured 
against fire damages. 



Grass Fires 
| Spread Like 
Spring Buds 

Rutland firemen extinguished 
what could have been a major 
forest fire on Pine Hill Sunday 
about 4:30 p.m. 

The grass fire near the stone 
crusher was caught before it 
ignited the surrounding dry 
brush and woods. 

Over the weekend, firemen 
rushed to about 30 grass fires. 

Saturday the fires were at: 
River Street Bridge, 10:45 a.m.; 
Stratton Road, a;30 p.m.; City 
Dump, 2 p.m.; Woodstock Ave¬ 
nue, 2:15 p.m.; Mussey Street, 
2:34 p.m.; North Grove Street, 
3:05 p.m.; Jackson Avenue, 6:05 
p.m.; St. Peter's Field, 7:23 
p.m.; West Street. 7:40 p.m.; 
Dorr Drive, 7:50 p.m.; and 
Meadow Street Field, 8:41 p.m. 
and 11:58 p.m. 

Grass fires extinguished Sun¬ 
day were at: Allen Street, 10:30 
a.tm; Gleason Road, 10:45 a.m. 
and 11:10 a.m.; Park Street, 
11:12 a,m. and 11:20 a.m.; I 
Campbell Road, 12:13 a.m.; 
Woodstock Avenue, 2:11 p.m.; 
West Street, 3:22 p.m.; Belle¬ 
vue Avenue, 4 p.m.; Exeter 
Road, 4:20 p.m.; Meadow- Lake 
Road in Mendon, 4:35 p.m.; and 
Cleveland Avenue, 6:45 p.m. 

Fire department officials in 
Castleton, Pittsford, West Rutr 
land, Poultney, and Fair Ha¬ 
ven all reported grass fires. 
Most ol them were minor ones. 
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Herald photo — Ham 
set off the grass fire Itch in many a Rutland 
youngster* Firemen were busy aD weekend* 
They responded to more than 30 such fires. 


Fireman Joe Quinn uses a pack pump 
on a grass fire at Fine IflU Sunday afternoon* 
The warm and dry weather this weekend 


MARCH 25 , 1968. 


Grass Fire 
Time Brings 
A Warning 1 

Fire Chief Alfred H, 
Koltonski, hacked up by City 
Grand Juror Robert E. West, 
issued a warning Tuesday that 
any youth caught setting grass 
fires will be prosecuted. 

Each spring, the city fire 
department has to respond to 
hundreds of such fires, many 1 
deliberately set by youngsters* 

At the same time, Koltonskl 
urged city residents to be 
careful burning items in their 
incinerator, especially on windy 
days. He also said persons must 
obtain permission from his 
department before they attempt 
to burn their lawns or Helds. 

When people burn their Jawna 
or field areas, they must watch 
the fire and keep It under con¬ 
trol, Koltonskl added* It must 
be done between 8 a.m* and 
5 p.m. 

The veteran fire chief said he 
believes that two b o y i 
deliberately set the grass fire 
at Pine Hill Sunday afternoon* 
Over the weekend the firemen 
responded to about 30 grass 
j fires. V 

1 Koltonskl said grass ikes tie 
up hb equipment and could 
seriously hurt his department if 
a really bad fire happened at 
the same time, 

Koltonskl also cited the wear 
and tear on his equipment. He 
also recognized that grass fire 
can turn into serious fires* 

- West said a person convicted 
of setting grass fires can be 
Jailed from 30 to 60 days and 
fined from $10 to $100. A 
youngster under age 16, will he | 
brought to Juvenile Court and ! 
punished, he said* 

West agreed deliberate set-, 
ting of grass fires is a serious 
matter* 


Police Seeking Arsonist With Cut Arm 
After Blaze Damages Railway Offices 










Herald photo — Rosenberg 
This charred furniture was removed from the offices 
of the Vermont Railway on Park Street, where an arsonist 
struck late Friday night. Police believed he cut himself badly 
white entering the building. They are seeking some one with a 
bandaged arm or hand. 


By MIKE ROSENBURG 

Area police are searching for 
a person with a bandaged hand 
in connection with a fire late 
Friday night at the Vermont 
Railway Co. office on Park 
Street* 

Authorities have determined 
arson as the cause of the blaze. 

Fire officials said the person 
who set the fire entered the 
one-story building by throwing 
stones through a window in the 
door and reaching in to open 
the door. 

The person apparently cut 
himself in the process* Blood 
was discovered outside the 
building Friday night and 
across the street near the Rov< 
ing Lumber Co* Saturday* 

A passerby reported the fire 
to the fire station, and two 
I trucks responded about 11 p.m* 
Friday* 

The blaze was confined to the 
office section of the buiiding. 
Many .company papers were 
consumed, a chair was burned, 
and the walls and ceiling were 
scorched in one office. The 
other office sustained soot and 
smoke damage. 

Fire department officials said 
the person apparently started 
the fke by spraying starter 
fluid on the walls* ceiling, and 
papers and igniting it. 

Police notified Rutland 
Hospital shortly after midnight 
Friday to watch for a person 
asking treatment for a badly 
cut hand* No one asked for such 
treatment* 

City police questioned several 


suspects Saturday. People who 
have had feuds with the 
railroad were questioned. 

Donald Taylor, owner of the 
Roving Lumber Co., discovered 
blood on a pile of boards on 
his premises about 11:30 a.m, 
Saturday. He also found a book 
of'matches near the blood* The 


words Union Pacific Railroad 
were printed on the matchbook, 
and some of the matches were 
wrapped in cellophane, police 
said* 

Sgt* Robert Richardson of the 
Bureau of Criminal 
Investigation is investigating 
the incident. 
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Firemen tackle a lire which damaged 
overhead doori and oaves Tuesday about 
12:25 p.m. at the Baker Distributing Co. on 
Post Street. Capi. James Barron of the fire 
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Herald photo — Crowther 
department, said the fire was "really rip¬ 
ping" when he arrived. A switching crew of 
the Vermont Railroad reportedly discovered 
the fire. Extensive damage was prevented. 
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An apparition rising from a puff of 
smoke? No. It's a Rutland fireman atop a 
smoldering pile of rubble Wednesday after* 


nerald photo — Slayton 
noon. A fire of undetermined origin broke 
out In a rubbish heap beneath River Street 
Bridge at about 4 p.m. 
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Smoke rise* high over the bam of Orln Thomas of Rut- I spreading to other, farm buildings. The flame caused $W,#*0 
land Town Tuesday as firemen battle to keep the flames from | In damages. Smoke was risible from the middle of Rutland. 


Big Fire Destroys Thomas Barn 


By PAT SLATTERY 

An electrical short circuit was the probable cause of a 
$90,000 fire which swept a.catlto barn at Orin Thomas h Sons 
Inc- farm on Fittsford Road about noon Tuesday. One prize 
Hotetein cow was killed to the blaze. A Rutland 'fireman, one of 
more than SO firemen bailing the blaze, suffered a minor in* 
jury. Quick work by two of the farm’s owners saved 89 otheT 
Holstein cows from fiery death - 


in the barn. A 35* to 40-mfle- 
per-hour wind aided the flames 
to gutting the building. 

Despite the homework of 
firemen from Rutfand, Rutland 
Town, and 1 Pi listed, the barn 
burned to the ground. Two emp¬ 
ty silos were not burned. Rut 
a third eilo containing silage 
was dtestnoyed. 

u Rutland Fireman ka Earle, 
■ 28 r of 46 Baxter ST, watered 
a puncture wound'irrtherigh* 
toot when be stepped on a nail. 
Earle was treated at Rutland 
Hospital. 

The southeast wind kept the 
Ere away from nearby barns 
and the Thomas farmhouse. The 
Ere was finally brought under 
control about 2 p.rn. Fimmen 
were at the scene until after 
5 p,m t ©rttogjuishing burning 
ember* and hay. 

The owners of the farm said 
that the blaze destroyed 
thousands of dollar* worth of 
dairy equipment, a bulk miJk 
tank, and 1 other farm equip* 
meat. Total damage was 
estimated at $90,000. Part of the 
damage* wit be covered by in¬ 
surance. 


But they said that the ike 
will not hinder the farm’s milk 
and dairy products output. 

The Pittsfonl Fire Depart* 
ment bad to leave the farm 
about 2 p.m, to fight a Ere 
at a dump owned by Lorenzo 
Phelps on Sagamon Road to 
East Pi listed. 

The dump fire spread to 
nearby meadows and woods. 
Ute- Tuesday/ firemeu iroan^r 
Pitisted, Proctor; Chi^enden,^ 
and Brandon brought the blaze 
under control 

The fire at the Thomas Farm 
was discovered shortly after 
noon Tuesday by one of the 
Arm’s owners, WtMUimi Thomas, 
He said that flames were 
bursting through the roof In the 
middle of the building. 

"1 yelled to my brother Meav 
ritt and told him to call the 
Rutland Fire Department," 
Thoma# said. He said that he 
and hie hrother and several 
farmhands then rushed into the 
burning building and started to 
free the 90 -prize dairy cows 
hitched to cattle stanchions. 

AH except one of tbe cows 
was led to safety before 


Dames engulfed tbe nine-year* 
old barn. William Thomas said 
that the prize cow had gotten 
itself tangled to its eUnehioti 
In Its efforts to escape too tire. 
The cow W4# valued at $500, 

One other cow suffered minor 
burns on its face. The Injured 
cow was treated by a 
veterinarian, 

Thomas said that he believed 
that the fire may have started 
a* a result of a short circuit 
The main tooboxes and wiring 
for the barn wore located near 
the spot where the fire was first 



H*ri!3 pilots—.trta. 

Firemen edge in en flames which destroyed a ham at the 
Orto Thomas farm In Rutland Town Tuesday, three depart* 
menu battled the blaze. Only one of 9i cowa hi the ham 
was killed by toe Are, which raged for about two hour#, 
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A fire alarm in the bam faR- 
ed to function, Thomas said. 

Three fire engines from 
Rutland were joined at the fire 
scene by a pumper truck owned 
by the Rutland Town Fire 
Department. Twelve city 
firemen and one truck remained 
at the scene most of the af¬ 
ternoon, 

A general alarm was broad¬ 
cast in Rutland about 12;30 
p.m, to bring in off-duty 
firemen. These men manned toe 
Rutland station while the 
regular duty men fought the 
farm fire. 

Forty volunteers from 
Rutland Town’s newly formed 
volunteer department and 
several firemen from Pitteford 
were also at toe fire. 

Most of the roof of the barn 
had already caved in by the 
time firemen hooked their lines 
up to the two engines which 
were pumping water from the 
farm’s water supply pond. 

The-firemen poured water on 
a milk house at the south end 
of the barn, but were unable 
to save the structure. Hay 
which was stored in the barn 
hampered the firemen in put¬ 
ting 'Ut the blaze. 

Large crowds of bystanders 
flocked to the farm to witness 
the fire. Smoke from the blaze 
was visible from Rutland, 

The Vermont Highway 
Department manned roadblocks 
on Route 7 north and south of 
the farm. Traffic was re-routed 
along side roads until 5 p.m, 
Tuesday* 

It was the first taste of Ere 
tor the town volunteers. Tfce 

department is expected 1 to start 
opera Hon to July, 

But for Rutland Fire Chief 
Alfred H. Koltmtsfci, it was 
E-nother milestone in his tong 
flee Righting years. It was toe 
tot day of KoRomki’e 67th 
year as a fireman, 

KoCLonski joined' the local 
department on April 16, I0a£, 
Thomas said that the barn 
housed almost half of the 
farm's 200 head herd of cows. 
He said that toe bam will 
be rebuilt. Thomas said tost the 
farm will be able to continue 
its dairy operation because all 
of the pasteurizing, homogeniz¬ 
ing, and bottling equipment is 
stored 1 to another bairn. 

The cows will be housed in 
another barn on the farm or 
at the farm of a neighbor, 
Thomas said. 

Thomas praised the work: of 
the town and city firemen. 

*T knew they cctoSdn’t save 
the barn, but at least they kept 
the blaze from spreading to tbe 
other buildings, 11 he sasd. 

The fa<st major fire at the 
Thoma-s farm was in 1956, when 
a blaze destroyed a small bam. 

No cattle were lost to that 
blaze, but thousand* of dollars 
w'orto of farm machinery were 
destroyed. 

The farm has been In the 
Thomas family for more than 
100 years. The farm started its 
dairy operation in 1021. It 
became a corporation in 1948, 

It is operated by the four sons 
of Orto A. Thomas. 
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Father Rescues Two Children From Flames 


By JACK CROWTHIER 

"We have no home, no 
furniture, and no clothes; but 
we have a roofing company." 
That was the game comment of 
Mrs. Jeannette Zullo, 24, of 36 
Baxter St. Tuesday after she, 

* her husband, and two children 
narrowly escaped injury in an 
early morning fire which burn¬ 
ed out their first floor apart¬ 
ment. 

Peter Zullo, 24, his wife, and 
their children, Lisa, 4, and 
Peter Jr., 5, escaped from the 1 
a.m. fire after the family’s 12- 
week - old English Setter 
awakened Mrs. Zullo when 
flames leapt up the wall of the 
family television room. 

was awakened by his 
screams. He sent his 
wife out the back door of the 
.apartment and then made two 
trips through the flame licked 
door of the children’s room to 
f ; rescue liis children. 

The upstairs family at the 
wood frame bouse. Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert LaFlamme and 
their children, Peter, Denise 
and Bobby, aged eight t to'10/ j 
escaped uninjured after the 
Zullos shouted warnings. Mrs. 
Zullo’s brother, William Valach 
.Jr., 15, who lives next door, led 
two of the LaFlamme children 
from the top floor. 

The Zullo’s five-room apart¬ 
ment was ruined. But damage 
"to the upstairs apartment was^j 
limited to smoke damage. 

Fire Chief Alfrtd H.\oltonski 
said he thought" faulty wiring! 
near a television set connection 
may have caused the blase. He 
noted that acoustical tile in the 
celling of the home may have 
retarded the flame’s progress. 

Zullo had to brave not only 
the ‘flames but exploding 
cartridges from a pistol belt! to 
save his children. The belt of 
shells was hanging near the 
spot where the blaze started. 

The puppy who warned the 
family suffocated in the blaze, 
Zullo said. Other casualties in¬ 
cluded two house eats, one of 
which had to be taken to a 
veterinarian. Zullo's hair was 
singed, but he was otherwise 
unhurt. 

Zullo, owner of the Caledonia 
Roofing Co., said the apartment 
had been newly furnished and 
was uninsured. 

Neighbors donated clothing to 
the family. The Zullos will stay 
temporarily with Mrs. Zullo’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Valach, who live next door at 
38 Baxter St. 

Mrs. Zullo praised the speed 
with which firemen and police 
responded to the alarm. "They 
were right here,” she said. 
Firemen * pumped for ap¬ 
proximately an hour, using 
booster lines and larger hoses. 
No general alarm was sounded, i 
however. 

Chief Koitonski, in turn, 
praised Zullo for rescuing the 
children from their room. 



* Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. ZuBo and their two children, 
4 (at left), and Peter Jr., 5, stands co the front porch of 
once was their Baxter Street home. Firej^uroed out 
floor apartment early Monday morning. 


Lisa, | 
what 


Herald photo—Crowther 
month-old English Setter puppy alerted the family to *> 
fire. Zullo made two trips through a flaming doorway amid 
exploding cartridge* to save his children. The Robert la- 
Flamme family escaped unhurt from the upstairs aparimesit. 
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Herald photo—Crowther 

jj—Flremen drag a burning mattress from an attic apartment 
• M 47 Grant Ave. Friday evening. Firemen surmised that an 
unofficial boarder ^nay have caused the fire. The apartment 
»:was officially unoocupted.•' m. . 


By JACK CROWTITER 

An unofficial boarder may have been the cause of an attic 
apartment fire at 47 Grant Ave. which resulted In a general 
alarm., at 7 pjn. Friday. Firemen responded to a report of smoke 
pouring from the upper windows of the two and a half story wood¬ 
en house. To a small room In the northwest comer of the “unin¬ 
habited” attic, they found a 
burning mattress, armchair, 
and bureau. Firemen said the 
blaze seemed concentrated on 
thd mattress. 

The owner of the building, 

Harold HObbard of Killington 
Avenue, said the upper 
apartment^•hJd not been oc- 
.cupied for five or six weeks. 

He theorized that someone had 
used the room where the blaze 
occurred by entering through a 
rear fire escape. 

Hubbard said he has been 
cleaning out * the attic rooms 
and left the * door to the fi$e 
escape open because there was 
nothing anyone would want to 
steal from the rooms. 

The burned furnishings were 
thrown from the window of the 
room where'the fire originated. 

There was also damage to the 
room’s ceiljnrg. -but it did not 
appear to be excessive. 

• The department sent all its 
apparatus, including the rescue 
wagon andi power plant. 

Firemen originally feared some¬ 
one Jnlght be trapped insid 


fire department chaplain 
also at the scene. 

At one point a hydrant 
a mind of its own went off, 
spewing water across Grant 
Avenue, but it was soon con¬ 
trolled. 

Earlier Friday, firemen broko, 
windows and used a poi ca 
oxygen supply to get » a ini _ 
of burning benzen at th« 
Keilty Engineering and Chembk 
cal Corp. at 440 West St? 
The chemical apparently caughi 
fire from a short in an egj 
beater which a plant worker 
Clayton Burney iof Rutland, was* 
using to stir thj solution. 

Burney suffer® a burn to the 
right arm but remained at the 
scene. He did not appear 
seriously .hurt, lie said he was 
kneeling beside the * 50-gallon 
drum containing the benzene 
when it caught. 

Harold Brozyna, president,] 
the firm, praised the speed 
which the fire department 
rived. "Unbelievable,” 
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MONDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 2, 1968. 

Quick Actioa 
Stops Jackson 
Avenue Blaze 



Fire broke out in the recently 
vacated cellar of a two-family, 
two-story wood house at t 9 
Jackson AVe, Sunday, but city 
firemen extinguished the blase 
before It could spread. 

Nevertheless, firemen 
estimated the damage from fire 
and smoke at a mtnfmum of 
*3,000 to *4.000. The fire oc- 
curred In the unoccupied half of 
a house owned by Joseph 
Ragoeta. 

Assistant Chief J>amet Rice 
•aid the fire started cither In a 
pile of rubbish at the foot of the 
cellar stairs or In a bank of 
circuit breakers. The wiring 
around, the circuit breakers was 
ruined and the cellar celling 
above the rubbish pile was 
heavily charred. Rice said. 
Firemen had to force the front 
and back doors to gain entrance 
to the building. 

Smoke filled the vacated half 
of the house and also seeped In¬ 
to the occupied section. Rice 
•aid the apartment where the 
fire occurred had been occupied 
by Osmyn Kinney, who had 
moved out earlier in tha even¬ 
ing. 

"Another to minutes and we 
would have had trouble." Rice 
commented. As It happened, the 
fire was confined to the cellar. 

The fire was reported by a 

neighbor about *:*> pjn. 

Firemen were at the scene 
nearly an hour. 


5 FIREMEN ARE CALLED OUT 

) City firemen were rousted out 
: of bed esrly Thursday morning 
by a'false glarm which «ent two 
| engines to 26 Washington St. at 
* *5:25 a.m. A flooded oil-burner 

sent' firemen to the home of 
•Mrs Beatrice P. Bostrom ai 
^ 1M Library Ave. at 4i^0 p.m. 


t Thursday. The 
• cleared before 
break out. 


oil line was 
a - fire could 
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Fire Started 
By Chimney, 
Officials Say 

A defective chimney was rul¬ 
ed the cause of a general alarm 
fire which swept through a two- 
story brick building at 160 S. 
M-aln St early Friday morning 
No Injuries were reported. 4 

Chief Alfred J. Koltonski said 
that the fire apparently started 
In the cellar of the building snd 
worked its way up the wooden 
partition before mushrooming 
Into flames in the second story 
apartment of Mr. and Mrs 
Earle Gilbert 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert were 
not in the apartment at the 
time of the fire. Only their pet 
boxer was reported to have 
been in the building The boxer 
was overcome by smoke but 
was revived by city firemen. 

Several rooms of the building, 
which was occupied by the 
Gilberts and the Green Moun¬ 
tain Realty, were either gutted 
by the flames or severely 
damaged by water and smoke. 

City firemen fought the blue 
in temperatures that ranged to 
19 degrees below zero. 

Earle Thompson, owner of the 
building, said Friday that it 
‘was covered by insurance. , 

He said that he did not know 
the amount of damage to the 
building. 
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